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Chairwoman Harhart and Chairman Readshaw, the National Association of Social Workers - 
Pennsylvania Chapter (NASW-PA) appreciates the opportunity we've been given to comment on 
House Bill 2274. 

Our understanding of the bill is that it would provide professional licensure boards and 
committees under the jurisdiction of the Pennsylvania Department of State another avenue in 
which to collect f nes, penalties and fees from a professional who has violated a rule, statute or 
regulation following a disciplinary proceeding. 

Officially NASW-PA remains neutral on this bill. We recognize that there is regulation in place 
outlining a process of discipline for professionals who operate outside of law, regulation or 
statute. 

There are several concerns regarding the clarity of the legislation. First, there is no specific time 
period given for when the licensing board or committee will report the amount owed to a county 
prothonotary when a judgment has not been paid. Second, we do not understand why the 
legislation allows the Department of State to file a petition without paying the filing fee that most 
all other entities have to pay. Finally, as a member-driven organization, NASW-PA is concerned 
that this bill allows a petition from the Department of State to exist indeftnitely, nor does the 
legislation address a process by which a respondent can challenge a petition. 

NASW-PA believes it is important to have a process in place to hold social work professionals 
who operate outside of state regulations, or the code of ethics accountable. Because of the 
concerns outlined, we maintain a neutral position on this bill. If you have any questions about 
our position, or would like further information, please don't hesitate to contact me. 
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