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I would first like to thank the House Judiciary Committee for allowing public comment 

on Senate Bills 941 & 943 here in State College. 1 truly appreciate this opportunity and the 

prudence of the committee and its membership to reach out to our organization among the many 

other stakeholders for this potential legislative action that would affect our community and others 

across Pennsylvania. It is truly a pleasure to be a part of such participatory democracy, and I am 

also pleased to share space with the previous speakers from today's meeting. 

The University Park Undergraduate Association is the primary student government here 

at the the Pennsylvania State University's University Park campus. Among our many projects 

and initiatives relevant to students in Penn State ecosystem here in State College, we are deeply 

concerned with the political and social issues tied to drinking in our community. 

Representatives from our organization sit on numerous committees and task forces on 

such issues, including groups on excessive drinking, student safety, and those created for 

individual issues such as State Patty's Day, such as the State Patty's Day task force or the Student 

Alcohol Advisory Committee. Our representatives have continually met with members of the 

University administration, borough officials, local police, and local businesses in a combined 

effort to curb the negative effects of excessive and criminal drinking in the community. 

Furthermore, we are only a small part of the Penn State student community - activists inside 

communities like on-campus residence life and the PSU Greek system have played worked 

extremely hard on these projects. 





issues relevant to Commonwealth and local municipality attempts to reduce underage drinking 

and its associated negative externalities.1 These recommendations focused on the need to 

combine legislative prevention with more in-depth approaches at reducing the accessibility and 

desirability of alcohol for underage students as well as the need to tailor these services to local 

communities. From that report I drew two conclusions - first, that legislative action attempting 

to deter and restrict underage (and excessive) drinking is useful when well implemented, and 

second, that cultural 

It is within this light framework I have also attempted to review Senate Bill 943. 

Initially, I and many of the other representatives of the University Park Undergraduate 

Association felt concerned about what appears to be legislation targeted directly at towns such as 

State College. Undeniably, a negative externalities related to drinking exist at Universities like 

Penn State. Yet it seems unfair to focus fines at students and community members when we learn 

in our classes on civics and democracy that all are all to be held as equal under the law. 

However, the requirements that funding from these fines be put directly back into the 

eligible municipalities alcohol offense prevention unit and thus essentially be recycled to reduce 

the effect and number of such crimes directly in our community is something to be noted. It is 

because of this provision, which w i l  hopefully mean that all monies collected be utilized in a 

direct manner with a focus on prevention rather than retribution, that 1 think many students will 

understand the justification for the legidation . 

Doubtless, so long as the legal age for drinking overlaps with the traditional scope of 

post-secondary education and there are populations of legal and non-legal students in the same 
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University community, drinking (and especially underage drinking) will remain an issue. 

Prevention of criminal and anti-social activity cannot always be resolved through legislation - 

we must all commit to being leaders in our community and promote responsible alcohol 

consumption and an understandmg of the rule of law. I Rope that other pieces of legislation 

which takes into account these other needs - such as those that support educational programs 

and fund research on alcohol abuse prevention - will soon follow so that the Commonwealth's 

legislative efforts are not only cast as punitive. With this in mind I cautiously support these 

efforts to curb underage drinking in a way that will hopefully keep money and programs that are 

locally-run and adapted active, and again thank the committee for providing this space for public 

comment. 


