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Good morning Chairman Harhart, Chairman Readshaw, and members of the House Professional 
Licensure Committee. My name is Marilyn Heine, MD. I am President of the Pennsylvania Medical 
Society. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on House Bill 817, legislation that would grant pharmacists 
the authority to administer to minors injectable medications, biologicals and immunizations. The 
Pennsylvania Medical Society opposes this legislation. 

Pharmacists, like all of us in the health care field, play an important role in the overall health and welfare 
of our citizens here in Pennsylvania. To be perfectly honest, a pharmacist's knowledge of complex 
chemical compounds and potential drug interactions surpasses that of many physicians. However, a 
pharmacist's knowledge and understanding of pharmaceutical agents should never be misinterpreted to 
suggest that they are appropriately trained or qualified to provide direct patient care at any level, let 
alone to children as the bill provides. 

As members of the House Professional Licensure Committee, you are all well aware that the education 
and training of a physician is  vastly different than that of a pharmacist in terms of breadth of knowledge 
and years spent developing the skills and comwetencies to directly care for patients. With that said, I 
will limit my remarks to those areas of House Bill 817 that I believe may be potentially harmful to 
children. 

Under House Bill 817, a pharmacist or pharmacy intern would be permitted to inject anyone 
including a newborn baby with any injectable medication. The bill does not limit injections to 
the flu vaccine. 
Under House Bill 817, a pharmacist is not required to be available to the patient after the 
injection in the event there is  an adverse reaction. 
Under House Bill 817, a pharmacist is not required to provide any documentation to the 
individual's personal physician for inclusion in their medical record. 

As we si t  here this morning, without the benefit of seeing an actual pharmacist injecting into a newborn 
baby, toddler, or teenager a potentially harmful medication, it may be easy for some of you to question 
our concern. But what if, for just a moment, we imagine that youngster is  your child, grandchild, or 
neighbor. If the injection is a flu vaccine, I'm guessing your concern won't be elevated. But what if the 
serum is an antibiotic, an antinausea medication, an antihypergtycemic, tetanus, epinephrine, or any of 
the hundreds of medications that can be injected? if you understand the potential harm that any one of 
those medications could cause, I can only assume that your concern has now increased. 

But what if you don't understand the potential harm? What if your spouse already had your three year 
old immunized at Wal-Mart yesterday and forgot to tell you, as you now stand in line at CVS? What if 
the pharmacist loosely defines immunizations to include the flu mist. He or she may administer that 
"live virus" vaccine to your five year old and not be aware that your mother-in-law, who lives with you 
and is  immunocompromised, is now at great risk of getting the flu. 

Unlike pharmacists whose responsibilities to their customers ends when their shift ends, physicians are 
available to their patients' 24-hours a day, seven days a week. When a physician is "on-call," he or she 
routinely receives telephone calls from concerned patients a t  all hours of the day and night. In the case 
of younger patients, it is quite common for a pediatrician or family physician to field calls from many an 



anxious parent whose child may have been immunized earlier that day and now has a raging fever at 3 
am. Physicians handle those acute situations all the time. Will pharmacists provide that same level of 
care to their customers after an injection has been made? Or, will they tell customers to call their 
physician or go directly to the ER if they experience any problems later that day or after business hours? 

Lastly, House Bill 817 does not require a pharmacist to send any documentation to the customer's 
physician. In the era of establishing a medical home, electronic medical records, and continuity of care, 
House Bill 817 creates a potential void that could be harmful to children long after they have entered 
adulthood. An individual's medical record is  like a jigsaw puzzle. As we age, physicians use medical 
records to more fully understand a patient's past physical and mental health in order to  more accurately 
treat a current ailment. When a piece of that medical record is missing, like the jigsaw puzzle, the 
historical picture is  less clear. That can be problematic. 

Is House Bill 817 a solution looking for a problem? As I have come to understand the legislative process, 
a bill is typically introduced in response to a constituent concern or problem. Are your constituents 
under the age of 18 having trouble finding physicians to care for them? Are you, as legislators, receiving 
calls or letters from constituents complaining that they cannot find physicians to immunize their 
children or to  get a tetanus shot? If you are, please call me. We will do everything possible to see that 
your constituents receive prompt and appropriate care from a physician in your community. 

Some of my colleagues suggest that House Bill 817 is nothing more than a marketing ploy to get more 
patients into WakMart or the local grocery store by offering health care services to youngsters. I 
certainly hope that is not the case. But the suggestion does beg the question ... where is the problem? 
And, is allowing a non-physician pharmacist to inject a serum into a child worth the risk? 

Thank you again for the opportunity to share with you our concerns regarding House Bill 817. To the 
best of my ability, I will be happy to answer any questions that you may have. 




