
Good Morning Chairman Geist and other members of the committee. Thank you 
very much for giving me the opportunity to testify in favor of legislation that 
would strengthen penalties for drivers who disregard pedestrians in school zones 
and require that drivers not just yield, but stop, for pedestrians in crosswalks. 

In March of 201 1, young Owen Brezitski was struck and killed while lawfully 
crossing a street in a crosswalk directly in fiont of Bishop McDevitt High School. 
The driver did not yield or stop for Owen and his family. This unthinkable yet 
preventable tragedy has led to the introduction of this legislation by Rep. Marsico. 
Karen and Mark Brezitski and their daughters have vowed that something good 
must come out of their loss to continue the good work Owen did while here with 
us. 

Statistics involving crashes with pedestrians only tell part of the story. Families 
like the Brezitskis tell us the rest. Too often drivers today are in a hurry, distracted, 
or simply inattentive. This legislation will have an impact in letting Pennsylvania 
drivers know that they must take extra care around pedestrians or face strict 
penalties. 

However, this bill on its own will not do enough. We must ensure that drivers are 
made aware of the requirements of this legislation. The Brezitskis have done a 
fantastic job with their public awareness campaign about the dangers of distracted 
driving. That effort must happen with this bill. My hope is that no one is ever 
prosecuted under this new law, but, rather, we prevent drivers from injuring and 
killing pedestrians. If one driver stops at a crosswalk because of this legislation, 
then this bill will have saved a life. I commend all who have worked to bring this 
bill to fruition and urge the members of the committee to work to swiftly pass it. 
Thank you. 
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O w e n  brezitski carried a crisp dollar bill in his 
hand and walked withhis family across the 
marked crosswalk outside Bishop McDevitt 
following his sisters' band concert on St. 
Patrick's Day, 201 1. 

The Byear-old from Harrisburg, Penn had 
rece~ved the dollar from h~s  grandfather because 
Owen had been so well-behaved dur~ng the 
concert. He told hlsfamllyas they walked across 
the street that he wanted to go to McDonald's It 
was St PaklcKs Day, after all, and he wanted a 
Shamrock Shake 

A 17-year-old driver was distracted and talking 
with her passenger when she drove up the hill, 
driving abut  10 miles per hour over the posted 
speed limit. Distracted by the music on her cell 
phone and the passenger, the teen driver failed 
to yield to pedestrians in the crosswalk or notice 
the group of pople who had left the concert and 
were crossing the street. 

The teen drove through the crosswalk - not 
realizing she had struck Owen. In fact, it wasnY 
until she noticed a crowd of people yelling and 
chasiw after her that she realized what she had 
done. 

Karen knew the attempts to save her son's life 
would likely be in vain. 

"It's the lost potential that bothers me the most," 
said Karen, almost one year after her son's 
death. "He was golng to be something. He was 
so loved and so talented." 
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ib, Owm was so loved and so talented. 
He was special - 

nothing iuill ever be the same. $?I 

- Karen Brezitski, Owen's Moin 

The driver who hit Owen shouldn't have been 
distracted by music on a cell phone or bya 
passenger, and she shouldn't have been 
speeding. The combination wst an 8-year-old 
boy his life and sentenced his family to a lifetime 
of pain. 

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of 
death for Americans ages 8 to 35, and teens are 
four times as likely to crash as older drivers. 

The police officer [that handled the case] said it 
was an avoidable incident," Karen said. "Not an 
accident." 

Karen, her husband, Mark, and their two 
daughters, Makenna and Kyla, honored their 
Owen's memory by raising money for special 
blinking LED crosswalk signs in front of Bishop 
McDevitt with the hope that other drivers will see 
the signs and slow down. They've established a 
nonprofit, Owen's Foundation, and they 
decorate their home with his artwork and favorite 
color - oranbe, 

The Brezitski family also joined the HEARTS 
Nehnlork, a nationwide community of families 
and victims impacted by teen-related crashes. 
Through HEARTS, they are sharing Owen's 
story and engaging with the Pennsylvania Teen 
Safe Driving Coalition to advocate for change. 

But nothing can bring Owen back 


