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Good Morning Chairman Taylor, Chairman Santoni, and members of the 
committee. We appreciate and would like to thank you for hearing our thoughts on 
House Bill 1771. Special Occasion Permits have always been an issue of great debate 
with our members. 

For a little background, the Pennsylvania Tavern Association, Pennsylvania's 
Licensed Beverage Association, exclusively represents thousands of retail licensed 
establishments across the state. Our small businesses not only serve as wholesale 
partners to the PLCB and provide millions in tax dollars a year to our state, our 
members have served as a distinctive part of our state's great history while being 
productive citizens to our communities. 

Not so long ago, our members served as town halls, polling places, our 
nation's first congressional meetinghouse, even birthing the United States Marine 
Corps from a Pennsylvania tavern. Today it is a regular scene to see little leaguers 
sporting our establishments names as their team sponsor on their first baseball 
jersey, to see a licensed establishment hosting a charity event for a community 
member in need, or a local tavern/restaurant/pub partnering with local police, fire 
companies, and community improvement boards for the betterment of their towns 
and neighborhoods. Collectively, our members provide the most consistent support 
for charitable organizations across the state ranging from high school sports teams 
to large national organizations like the American Heart Association. 

As we provide a large base of charitable support across the Commonwealth, 
we also support legitimate non-profit charitable organizations raising funds for 
their good causes, which is what Special Occasion Permit events are supposed to be 
used to do. As small business owners in a troubled economy with their livelihoods 
invested in their licensed establishments, special occasion permits can be an extra 
obstacle in staying out of the red and paying your bilIs for the month. That is why we 
are very pleased to see Chairman Santoni's language that takes great steps in 
ensuring that the integrity of the non-profit is protected while also providing more 
enforcement and regulatory details to Special Occasion Permit holders. Requiring 
updated information on non-profit license holders of SOP'S, providing language for 
liquor code citations and fines for serving minors or Visibly Intoxicated Persons, and 



including Pennsylvania Liquor Control Enforcement as enforcement are all positive 
steps for the non-profit, and the attendees of the event. 

The Pennsylvania Tavern Association recommends an annual report from 
the Special Occasion Permit holders on funds raised from events and how they were 
spent, We also would recommend that before renewing the license, non-profit 
officer information be updated as well as points of contact for the PLCB and PLCE. 
This not only keeps records up-to-date for the state but also ensures that the permit 
holder is using the license for the intended purposes of the non-profit organization. 

Last year in House Bill 148, known as Act 11, this committee and the full 
legislature voted to allow our members to cater off-premise with alcohol up to SO 
times a year. Since many of our members already have been providing catering 
services for years, and are already licensed by the state to sell and serve alcohol, this 
was a commonsense update to the liquor code that served the consumers, helped 
small businesses, and provided extra safety at catered events for attendees. This 
was accomplished by including the provision in HB 148 that called for all servers of 
licensed establishments working the catered event to be PLCB RAMP ServerlSelIer 
trained. 

This Server/Seller training provides Pennsylvania specific liquor code laws, 
regulations, training on carding to prevent minors, how to spot signs of intoxication, 
encouraging patrons to eat, turning customers away and a myriad of situations that 
a server of alcohol may be faced with at  any time. The Pennsylvania Tavern 
Association would also recommend that volunteers or paid workers at events 
serving alcohol under an SOP permit would also be required to pass this course. 
This would be a great help to servers at  these events in keeping their attendees safe, 
while also providing valuable 1iabiIity protection to the non-profit organization itself 
a t  a low cost of investment. As this course is offered in classroom settings and on- 
line at low cost, this should be a step that Special Occasion Permit holders would 
have no problem in completing. 

We would like to continue to work with Chairman Santoni on this bill 
regarding our recommendations. 

Thank you for your time and attention to our remarks today. We hope that 
you have found this testimony helpful. We will be glad to answer any questions at 
this time. 


