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Good mornlng Chairwoman Harhart, Chairman Readshaw and members of the House Pi-ofesslonal 
Licensure Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to share with you the position of the 
Pennsylvania Medical Soclety on House Bill 1717. 

My name is Manlyn Heine, MD, and I am currently president of the Pennsylvania Medical Society. 
By way of background, I completed my undergraduate degree a t  Brandeis University and attended 
the Robert Wood Johnson Medical School In New Jersey, being graduated after four yearswith an 
MI) degree. I completed a sub-internship a t  Memor~al Sloan Kettering Cancer Center In New York, 
my three year internship and residency in internal medicine at Thomas Jefferson University 
Hospital in Philadelphia and my four year clinical and research fellowsh~p at  Thomas Jefferson 
University'~ Cardeza Foundation and thc Medical College of Pennsylvan~a. Today, I practice 
emergency medicine in Montgomery County and hematology/oncology in Bucks County. 

As we all know, and have come to expecc healthcare services are defivered to patients via a 
med~cal "team." Whether this "team" IS helping a critically injured patient at a trauma center, a 
pregnant woman whose baby is in fetal d~stress, or a young child compla~n~ng of a sore throat, we 
all work together with the best interest of our patients 111 mind. While the Pennsylvania Medical 
Society and I do not accept the tenets of naturopathic medicine, I recogntze that there are 
indivlduafs who seek thi? help. 

Webster's dictionary deflnes naturopathy as a system of treatment of disease that 
avoids drugs and surgery, and emphasrzes the use of natural agents [such as  air, water 
and herbs) and physical means (such as tfssue manipulation nnd electrotherapy) 

As a medical doctor, aphysician, 1 believe in the sciencc of medicine. That is, evidence-based and 
peer-rev~ewed mcd~cine. For example, when I recommend a spec~fic rreatment protocol for a 32-  
year-old wotnan just diagnosed with stage 4 inflammatory breast cancer, 2 do so bascd on the 
rcsults of hund

r
eds of clillical trials and years ofpainstalung sc~entific research done by the experts 

in tllc field and the Food and Drug Administration. Again, ev~dence-based medictne. 

Because of this fundamental belief and approach in treattng human disease, the Pennsylvania 
Medical Sonety cannot support House Blll 1717. Wh~le I recognize that the proponents of thiq 
legislation wish to establish naturopathic licensure in Pennsylvania in order to differentiate 
themselves from lesser trained naturopath~c practirioners, the blli goes well beyond that stated 
goal. Ironically, we oppose this bill IargeIy on that very same premise ..prohibiting non-physicians 
and lesser trained individuals front practicing medicine. With that said, I would like to briefly share 
with you some specific objecrions to the language found in this proposal. 

Most alarming is the potential latitude givcn to naturopaths regarding thew scope of practice which 
can be found in Chapter 4o f  the bill. I would draw your attentloll to the first section of that chapter, 
specifically 401,Ilne 7-10, where the scope of practice ofnaturopathy is loosely defined as 
"consistent w ~ t h  naturopathlc education and training." To me, this begs the queshon and further 
suggests that thelr scope of practice could change anytime their educational curriculum changes. 
This "open-ended" language does not provide what we believe would be a clear delineation as to 
what a naturopath can and cannot do in treating a potentla1 patlent 

You will likely hear today that a naturopath's didactlc education is simrlar, rf not identical, to that of 
a medicaiphysician. While the curriculum of the National College of Natural Medicine does include 
courses in anatomy, bas~c  science, biochemistry, and pathology, it also includes courses such as 



hydrotherapy, Ch~nese medicine, homeopathy, botanical material and hydro/massage. I would 
respectfully submit that their course of study pales in comparison to the rigors of med~cal educahon 
here in the Colnmonwealth tnterestingly, their course work also includes several "minor surgery 
labs" and "'pharmacology" which seems inconsistenr w ~ t h t h e  tenets of "natural heahng" and speaks 
directly to their desire to practice well beyond the confines of their philosophy. 

The Textbook ofNatural Medicine, written by Joseph E. Ptuorno, NU, provides perhaps the best 
gl~mpse into the practice of naturopathy. Originally published in 1985, this textbook, now in its 
third edihon, is widely studled in schools ofnaturopathy. Though 1 won't go into great detail here 
today with what is contarned ~n t h ~ s  textbook, I will simply prov~de you with a quote from Arnold 5. 
Relman, MD, professor emeritus, Medicineand Social Medicine, Harvard Medical School, and editor- 
in-chief emeritus of TheNew England]ournal ofMedicine. In 2001, Dr. Relman reviewed the second 
edition of this textbook as part of a legislative inquiry into naturopathic medicine in Massachusetts. 
Dr. Relman's findings were presented to the Massachusetts Specla1 Comrmssion on Complementary 
and Alternative Medical Practihoners His said a t  that time: 

Prrmaly care practitioners whose education does not include the use of prescription drugs 
stmply cannot be expected to provide effective and safe care for many serious condrtions they 
are l~kely to encounter. While it is true that unnecessary or inappropriate use of drugs is 
harmful, and that even proper usage of drugs can sometimes cause serious reactions, there can 
be no doubt that on balance prescriptron drugs have been erlormously beneficial, and that 
drugs wiil be even more important rn the future. The antr-pharmaceutical bias ofnuturopathic 
education (as rllustrated in the Textbook) therefore poses real risks for patrents who rely on 
naturopaths for the management of their rllnesses. Wrthout prompt and appropriate drug 
therapy many patients with serious diseases will dre. 

In  further revlew of the bill, Section 401 allows hatwopaths to order~maging studies, provide 
barrier contraception and perform behavioral med~cine. I t  also spells-out "routes of 
administration" that include ocular, rectal, vaginal, and subc~~taneous. Barrier contraception? Does 
this language refer to condoms, or, are they proposing to surgrcally in~plant through the vagina and 
intothe uterusan IUD? I would certainly hope not. Why would a pract~tionerwho does not 
necessarily e~nbrace "convent~onal medicine" want to order an MRI, CAT scan, 01- even an x-ray? 
And, exactly what are they proposing to "administer" through an ind~v~dual's rectum, eye, or other 
orifice? 

Wh~le language prohibit~ngthe prescribing, dispensing, or administer~ng of any controlled 
substance is spelled-out ~ ~ n d e r  the "plvhibitions" section of the bill, it expressly qualifies that 
prohibition by statlng "except as authorized by this act" The very next sectloir of the b~ll ,  Section 
402 grants naturopaths with the authority to  prescribe prescrlpt~on drugs in~iudlng 
"antimicrobials and bio-identical hormones." This adds to the mtr~gue. Are naturopaths asking the 
legislature for l~censure or are they asking to be granted permission to practice medicine? Section 
401 and 402 contams considerable language to suggest the latter. 

Lastly, I draw your attention to Section 506 of House BIH 1717, wllere naturopaths are given the 
statutory authority to use the term "phys~cian" In thew t~tte.  For obvlous reasons, not the least of 
which be~ng  the inany years i t  takes to educate and tram a medical physician, we vehemently 
oppose the unearned use of the title "physician" by any health care provfder other than a medical 
phys~cian. To grantnaturopaths the authority to use the word "physician" in rhe~r  title will mislead 
and confuse patients and potentially lead to serious harm 



In conclusion, let me revislt for just a moment, myuse of the term "medical team." The 
Pennsylvania Medical Societyrecognizes that it takes a team of profess~onais to successfuIly treat 
an il l  patient. From the pediatric neurosurgeon to the visiting home nurse, we all work together as 
a team. But, we can't allow the iines of profess~onal expertise and qualifications to become blurred. 
This is not unique to medicine or health care. Many professions embrace t h ~ s  same 
thinklng ... attorneys, engineers, architects and so on. 

House Bill 1717 seeks far more than licensure status here In Pennsylvania. It is my hope that you 
carefully consider the entire scope of what this measure seeks to accomplish and vote against ~ t s  
passage. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to appear before you today regarding House Bill 1717. To the 
best of my abllity, I would he happy to take any quesbons you may have. 


