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Jennifer LL, Wcctcr; Exect~tsve Director 
PA House ofltepresentatives 
Gznlng Overs~ght Coimnittee 
Room 236 ROB 
Harrisburg, PA 

RE: Perspective of Adams County Board of Commissioners concertkiag 
Gaming Buffers applicable to Adams County 

Dear Ms. \Vceter: 

The Adams Co~lnty Board of Commissioners ("'Board") has bcrome aware that on 
February 8,2012, the House Gaming Oversigl~t Cornrnittcc lvill hear testlrnony rcgardmg 
the cleatron of a proposed ten (10) tlvle gaming buffer extending out from the boundaries 
of tlle Gettysburg National Military Park. It 1s the R0ard.s understand~ng this potential 
legislation is part of House Bill 2082. The Board believes it IS necessary to make known 
its corlcenls and posit~on rcgarding t h ~ s  proposed legislation, and respectfully request that 
this letter be entered into any related committee records, and sharcd with all committee 
111~1nbers 

This proposed leg~slation has a significant potential to adva-sely impact tlre 
Adnns CounLy economy. Thc Board hklieves ille proposed tell (10) mile radius buffer is 
irrational, and not rclated to itlly discernabje and defeilslblc pos~tion co~lcenling the 
protcctioi~ or the Getiysburg National M~l~ta ry  P a k .  The proposed buffer wo~dd slretch 
bcyorlti lilt: ?~P&~oti-D~xon lhe  to ;te ;w~th and ..ve!l intz Maryla~d, beyond New Oxford 
to the east, beyond Cashtown to lhe west, and beyond Bendersville to the north. h fact, 
this radlus ~vouId cncompass a majority of the geographic arca of Admns Cou~lty. Snch 
an onerous exclus~on ~ o u l d  impact a n~ullber of areas having no direct economlc linkage 
to the Gettysburg Natiol~al ivlil~taly Park 

The Board believes thls proposed buffer suggests protections that are not needed. 
Several levels of gaming oversight are already in place. In addition to the exrsting 
legislation governing the Issuance of l ~ c e ~ ~ s e s ,  Chere exists both a Leaslativc Oversight 
Conmlltlee, as well as  the Stae Gaming Board All apphcants and proposed operations 
arc rcvicned by the State Gaming Board. Any buffer would ignore these reg~ilar 
undeitdkmgs and ulnghts these two bodies provide conce1llmg any potentla1 application. 
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Adams Couflty is reprcsented by a legislat~ve delegation that is engaged on issues 
in our County, as well as by our Board of Conmlssioncrs that stridently undertake efforts 
io both develop economrc opportunity, as we11 as to ensure the protection of our unique 
cornmunitv fabric. It is bothersome that t h~s  ~rovosal has been ~~ndertaken without * A 

engaging either the leglslarive delegatroll or the Board of Commiss~o~~ers in evaluating 
the merits and inlpacts of this proposal. We bclieve such an oversight is unprofessiolial. 
To have a legis~atbr from the Philadelpl~ia area ~ntroduce legislation specifically affecting 
Adarns County, without fair input or consultatron from Adams County, is nather prudent 
or cffcctual. For any legislator or body to impose any regukations and limitations on the 
Co~uify of Adalns, witiioui the oppor2cirL;ty l 3 ~  the C;iuilt~ cf h d a ~ s  tr: be p2:t of t h e  
conversation, will resuIt in strong protest lroln tilts Board of Commissione~-s. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments. Please enter this letter 
nllo the record relat~ve to the House Gaming Oversight Committee Nearing, on Februay 
8,201 2, regadmg the proposed tcn (10) rnlle buffer surrounding the Gettysbur g National 
Military Park. The Board of Conlm~ssioners of the County of Adams stands rcady to 
engage in any ~ulearunghl d~scussion of this or any otl~ei proposal that may have a d~rect 
impact on the lives and wcIl being of our County residents. 

Sinccrely yours, 

ADAMS COUNTY COMMI%ONERS 


