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Chairman Geist and membersof the House Transportation Committee:

Good morning. My nameisElam M. Herr, and | am the assistant executive
director for the PennsylvaniaState A ssociationof Township Supervisors. Thank you for
the opportunity to appear before you today on behalf of the 1,455 townshipsin
Pennsylvaniarepresented by the Association.

Townshipscomprise 95 percent of the commonwedlth's land areaand are home to
more than 55 million Pennsylvanians— nearly 44 percent of the state's population.
Thesetownshipsare very diverse, rangingfromrural communities with fewer than 200
residentsto more populated communitieswith populations approaching 60,000 residents.

Today our society is moving at a faster pace and more people areinahurry in an
attempt to keep up with their busy lives. Township supervisorsfrequently hear
complaintsfromtheir residentsthat carsaretraveling at excessive speeds and causing
dangerous conditionson townshiproads. In fact, speeding and traffic-related conditions
are the most frequent complaintsreceived by the board of supervisorsin many townships.

When the General Assembly authorized Philadel phiato use automatedred light
cameraenforcement the program was designedto enforcetraffic signal safety and
decrease accidents. Now that thereis a possibility of expanding thislaw to encompass
additional high-trafficintersectionsoutside of Philadelphia, we should review the
safeguardsthat were placed in theoriginal law and determineif additional common-sense
provisionsare needed.

Nationally, the use of automated red light camerashas been prolific, Hundreds of
municipalitiesand about half of the states have automated red light camera enforcement
in place. Unfortunately it appearsthat in some cases outside of Pennsylvania, these
deviceshave not always been installed strictly for safety purposes and some contractstie
the vendor's comvensation to the number of ticketsthat areissued. Assuch, recent
studies by publicinterest groupssuggest caution in implementing additional devicesand
recommend that reasonablemeasures be put in placeto separate saf ety from financial
gain of both the vendor under contract and the municipality authorizingthe cameras.

Pennsylvanias current law establishing automatic red light cameras has checks
and balancesin placeto ensurethat only those intersectionsmeeting established criteria
are targeted and with arevenuedistributionformula designed to increase safety, not just
INcreaserevenues.

State oversight of automated red light cameraenforcementprogramsis a
recommended practice and onethat isin placein Pennsylvania. PennDOT establishesthe
criteriafor theintersectionsand evaluates and must approve all proposed i ntersections.
We agreethat thisis areasonabl e provision which should continue with any expansion of
this program.



In addition, the Department oversees the Automatic Red Light Enhancement
Grant program, which providestraffic safety enhancement grants to municipalitiesacross
the state. Half of the revenue from the currently authorized automatic red light camera
program is deposited into thisfund. Philadel phiareceivesthe other half of the funding. If
this program is expanded, thisrevenue split should be retained, with the municipality in
which the cameras arelocated receiving half of the revenues and the successful ARLE
programreceivingthe other half.

PSATS can support alimited expansion of this program to intersectionsthat meet
PennDOT criteriaand that are approved by the Department. While some proposalswould
expand the program to third classcitiesonly, we contend that this programshould focus
on the problem intersectionsthat meet the Department's criteriaand for whichan
alternative engineering solutionisnot available, regardlessof wheretheintersectionis
located. Many heavily traveled intersectionsthat present asafety problem are located in
townships and other municipalitiesthat could benefit from this enforcement mechanism.
Thepurposefor expansion of thisprogram isto improve public safety at problem
intersectionsthroughout Pennsylvania, not in aselect few municipalities.

Absent extending the program to all municipalities, it give the appearance that the
expansion i san attempt at revenue enhancementfor third classcities, rather than the
safety focusthat it should be.

Webelieve that the ability to use automated red light camerasin alimited
capacity would enhance municipalities ability to enforcetraffic signal compliance and
thereforeimprove safety for our communities. These devices have been shown to
decrease red-light running and side impact accidents, according to the Insurance I nstitute
for Public Safety.

Legislationsuch as SB 595 (PN 1703) includes appropriatelimitations on
automated red light enforcement programs that are similar to recommendationsfrom
public interest groups. We believethat these protectionsare reasonable and include the
following:

* Ensurethat the payment to vendorsis not tied to the number of ticketsissued;

» Restrictthe use of driver data obtained by vendorsfor enforcement purposes,

and

Maintain areasonable processfor contesting tickets, including an accepted
defenseif the person named in the notice wasnot operating thevehicle, did
not own it at thetime, or the vehicle had been stolen at the time.

In addition, we recommend that SB 595 be extended to includeall municipalities
of al classificationssince therearetownshipswith very busy intersectionsthat may meet
PennDOT’s criteriafor thesedevices. Without thisinclusion PSATS cannot support the
expansion of this safety program.



We believethat authorizingthe use of automated red light enforcement for a
limited number of intersectionsoutside of Philadel phiawould enhancetraffic safety in
the commonwealth.

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today to commentonthis
issue. I"11 be happy to answer any questionsyou may have at thistime.



