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e Good morning, Chairman Geist, Chairman McGeehan and Committee members

e | am Rondd W. Kosh, Vice Presdent of Public and Government Affairsfor AAA
Mid-Atlantic.

o Thank you for allowing AAA theopportunity to address theissuedf Red Light
Cameras this morning.

e AAA wasfounded morethan acentury ago advocatefor and protect motorists
interestsand to advanceroad and pedestrian safety. We currently have some
three million membersin the Commonwedlth.

o AAA policy isexplicit — traffic enforcement, and especially automated means
such asred light cameras, must be clearly focused upon safety, not revenue
generation, toearn AAA support.

AAA Mid-Atlanticstrongly supported the original Philadelphiared light camera
program with the firm caveat thet it operatewith certain protectionsfor motorigts,
many of which wereincorporatedinto the enabling legislation, such as.

e Poged warningsignstelling motorists thet red light camerasare present.

o Reasonableand appropriatepenatiesdefined in the legidation.

0 The mandatethat cameravendor be paid aflat amount that in no way

correlatesto the number of citationsissued.

o PennDot hassoleresponsbility for approving intersections.

o Cameaasaredted based solely upon crash datanot traffic volume.

® Yellow light timing must be no less than federd standardsaccordingte the

Uniform Manual.
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o All revenuemustgo to theMotor License Fund ‘to pay for safety and
mobility projeets throughout thestatenot just the loca jurisdiction.

¢ \We bdieve theenabling |egidation that alowed Philade phiato install cameras
was well designed and has allesved Pennsylvaniato avoid many of the abuses we
havefoundin other states.

¢ [or example, in Glassboro, New Jersey -- thefirst southern New Jersey
municipdity to issueared light CANer aticket admitted thet it issued 12,000
tickets worth $1 million at an intersection wherethe yelow light timewas
Illegally short. MotoristSwers given just 3secondsof yelow warning beforethe
camerabegan shapping-- as opposed to the4 seconds mandated by state
regulations. We adso havefound shortened amber timesin other states as well
and in every casethe cameraswere under the juris  ction of acity or municipality
that alse clamed all the revenue.

* You should dso note that these red-light cameradiscussions in Pennsylvania
comesjust asa backlash againg the technology is Spreading across the country. In
2010, theQhio legidature overwhemingly epproved abill prohibiting the use of
red-light cameras and goead camerasin thestate. In addition, somemgor cities
such as Los Angeles, Houston, and Colorado Springs have recently deactivated
thered-light cameras. San Diggo and others had aready doneso afew yearsago.

¢ The purposeot red light camerasis not to catch irresponsibledriversin theact of
intentionally runningared light and it is certainly not to merely enftance revenue.
Cong derablemitigationof malight minning can aso beaccomplished by
extending the amber time, which has been done in somecitiesthat have
eliminated their Caner as.

¢ Theobjective should betofocus on dowing motorists down, or to Sop them from
running red lightsin thefirst place— in order to prevent ¢rashes fmm occurring
and pedestrians from being hit.

o Whilecameras are meant to serveas adeterrent and to taketheplaced police
officerswho Cantt be a every intersection, the AAA experiencewith the abuse of
the technology has been to not blindly accept thesuccessof theseprograms.

e Wehavefromthe beginning, on behalf of motorists, demanded transparency ad
accountability.

o If Pennsylvania has identified red-light running as asafety issie, AAA believes
that a substantial commitmentbefirst employed to address the problem. For
example

o Public education about the dangers of red light running;
o Engi neeri ng and traffic management improvements to change
environmental conditionsat problematic intersections,
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o A study to determine that Sgnd timing has been establishedin accordance
with accepted traffic engineering sandards;

0 Commitment of uniformed police officersto immediately ticket red-light
runnersand providea visble deterrent at locations known for chronic
problemsor accidents.

Prior to any programbeing ingtituted, the jurisdictional entity should publicly
discloseinformation and andysisabout the number of red light violators and
Intersectioncrashes, including comparative data that justifiesthe installation of
camaas. For example, the Universty of New Mexieo studied 20 Albuquerque
intersectionsmeonitored by red light cameras. Researchersfound safety had
declined or not improved at athird of theintersections.

o Toavoid suchissuesin Pennsylvania, traffic engineering Sudiesmust first be
performed on intersections proposedfor monitoring. As noted by the
Transportation Advisory Committee fina report of October 2011," ...a potential
negative With the current law is that it nether definesany intersection selection
criteria NO' reguires aN engineering study 10 be performed.”

o Thereport correctly statesthet ™. ..having this in place Wwould confiim that there
are no existing problems with the existing rraffic signals, éte.. at proposed ARLE
intersections, 1N S would also improve accountability, as selection criteria would
enaure consistency and transparency with the public.”

e Ingenerd, AAA isconcerned about the considerablelack of relevant statistical
disclosure, and analys's, especialy when morecamerasare beinginstalled in
Philade phiaand in some 550 municipalitiesacross the nation.

o Will expanding camerasacross Pennsylvaniamakeour roadsand strests safer? It
isafair questiongiven the rgpid expangon o thered light cameraprogram.

e Even with vendor paymentslimitedto flat monthly fees, their revenuegrows, as
does governiment revenue, every time another camerais instaled. Moreover, the
PennsylvaniaTrangportation Advisory Committeée’s find report specificaly Sates
thet ... most signalized locations across the State would not be self-supporting. "

e Thebottomlineis: How will thesuccessdf the program be measured? If it will
be measured by thenumber of ticketsissued and revenue collected, thenit will
never win thetrust of Pennsylvania motorigts. The only true success meesureis
whether the number of crashesand fatalities due to red light running has declined.

o AAA beievesaproperly-designed, respons bly-operated automated red light
enforcement program can become avaugble tool for policeand traffic safety
professionasto improvethe safety of our roads and savelives. But they are not a
subgtitutefor safey-engineered intersectionswith properly-timed trafficsignals.

o

e Thank you for the opportunity to address you today,
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