Automated Enforcement:

Red light and speed Guneras
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Nonprofit, bi-pastissn organization.

Members are all 90 state legislatures, 7,400
legislators and 30,000 legislative seaff in 50 states,
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Gffices in Brenver and D.C.
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Presentation Outline

B What is Aurarnated Enforcement?
® Isred light runninga serious traffic safety issue?
®  Automared Enforcement Laws Overview

® Research on Effectiveness/ Challenges




Automated Enforcement Definitions
= Automaed enforceinent - Photo radar And r:d light cameras often are

referred 1o as d enfor rech

L=

* Red lighy cameras . These devices, installed at intersections, ave connected to
seasors, The sensors, synchronized with the traffic lights, can detect vehicles
driving through intersections on red lights. The sensors trigger the cameras
that record the day, time and place of the violatian. The photos are then used
10 determine the vehicle owaer and a citalion is mailed,

* Photo tadar - This 1erm describes radar devices thai deteer speeders, then
rigger cameras, Typically, the camesz takes two photos. one of 1he vehicle
frant and one of the back.

Red Light Running- T1 & ~Safetyh e
*Aceording 1o FHWA, in 2008, there were more than 23

million reported intersection-related crashes. approximately
733,000 injury crashes, and more than 7,770 fazalities.

=676 people were killed fn 2009 and 113,000 people ware
injured fram red light running. iFrom federal FARS data)

=Nearly two-thirds of the deaths were people other than the red
light rusning driven — ogoupants of other vehicles, passengers
in the red light runners’ vehicles, bicyclisss. ot pedestrians.

Automated Enforcement Laws Overview

In 1992, there were a few states (Arizona, California and Texas)
conducting pibor projects using photo radas enforcement. NHTSA
conducted fitst large pilot program in New Jency.

* In 2000, abowt 25 communities were using red light cameras for
enforcement.

' In 201 J--red light cameras are used in approximately 554
communities, and speed cameras are used in more than 104
jurisdictions. In most cases, state begislatures have passed enabling
statutes that allow city and local governments 1o use the cameras.




Automated EffOTEEment Laws Overview

- Allow red light camers use sutewide -

Allow red light camera use in some

- Probibit red light camera use by stanuee __ municipalitics
Mo red light camvers use b

Automated Enfor cement Laws Overview

® L muost states the citaton is jssued to { Ne registered
owner of the vehicle. (In Oregon, the cimtion can be
issued 1o the driver if the driver is identifiable,}

= N most states; the registered owner is liable Fox t he
ticket.
Bur—in California, Colorade; Rhede Island and Virginiz
the Deiver is ltable for the ticker.

Automated Enforcement Laws Overview
What irages are takitit when the camera takes an offender’s
pictuné?

> Colorado and California atlow iniages of the fag and

» Orher states limit the photograph to only be taken of
the vehicle and tag (DEIL MD,N],NY, TX,WA)

» GA takes a photogzaph of the rzg; intersection and
light. TN takes a picture of front tires before the stop
line and rear tires past the stop line both while signal is
red. (Passed in 2011)




Automated Enforcemenitr Penalties

Minimum Fngs in NY dnd VA {$50)

= Fines in mosi states $75 o $175.

* Most sates d o not #ssess drivers license paints against ihie
motorist. Exceptions: AZ dud CA.

= Many states have in statute that the ciation shill not be

used by insirers against the driver:

Automated Enforcement; 2011 State Action

28 states introduced 107 bill. related to automated
enforcement in 2011.

AZ, FL, MO and 8D introduced legislation ta prohibit
cities from using red light cameras( none passed}.

Texas passed a bill allowing for automated enforcement
at toll booths.

Hlinois passed a bill clarifying that a lessor of a vehicle
will not be liable for ared light infraction if they can

prove the lessee was the driver.

Automated Enforcement; 2011 StateAction

California Senate Bill 29
" denrifi hyai 0,200 feet of 8 | -
wifiere 8 system is aperuning.

® The hill would requure the povernmenial ggency thas operates a8 sutomated
fevel i Jelines ified

taalfic enforcement sysiem

Rusdelines,
" The bill would pmhhm;mnmﬂmguhummmmﬂm

i Y
factor when cansidering whether or not g0 insiall or speraie a vvatem within
ius local jurisdiction.

Governor Brown Yetoed SB 29




Challenges

® "Like speed traps--photo enforcement is designed to make
money, not protect the public.”

M o w automated enforcement campaigns respond by saying
that red light runners are breaking the law, not viczims of
an unreasonable government crack down.

8 Many states have insroduced bils designating any revenue
from red lighr cameras go back intn safery campaigns.

®Many staces seyuire signage wasning metonsts of camera
Lse in upcaming intersections

Challenges

»"Why don'tyou just increase the time of yellow
lightsin dangerousinter sections?"
=Studies have shown that increasing yellow| i t rimescan
be sffective in reducing intersection crashes.
a[1HS study found that red light violations in Philadelphia
wete reduced by 3G percent following increased yallow light
timing; the addition of red light cameras reduced red light
violations by 96 percent.

Challenges

'Illinois
Chicago Tribune ran attiches in 2009 that shoverd motorists getting
citations for not stopping the required number of seconds before
turning on red or siappitig in frone of ihe crosswalk line.
*Passed 2010 resolution encouraged municipalities with red ight
cameras to not issue tickets to mprorisis whe i’mpﬂfy excente right
turng at red lights. In 2011, L introdiced, bue did not pass, 3 bill thar
would grohibis any municipalities from issising red light citations fos
right wns.

*Florida

=AAA Auto Club South wiged Florida Governor 1o veto Flonda bill las year.




Effectiveness Of Automated Enforcement
The Inswrance Inssirute for Highway Saféry staidy in
Oxnard, California, shovred that red light running
vinlations dropped a total of 42 percent after well
publicized photo énforcement was introduced,

Anather study in Fairfax, Virginia, showed thet vielations
declined about 40 percrnt after one year of photo

enforcement,
= Previously mentioned the Philadelphia study.

Conclusion
* Municipalities have increased rheuse of red light
cameras dramaticallyin the-last ten years,
= Sate Legislatuies have to consider whether to allow
their usein municipatiies, and other issues like:
o Whar pictur esheuld be mken?
Where should the revenue got
» FHOW many days doés city have te notif violators?
= Opponentsargue red light cameras ar ea vislation of
privacy and are used for revenue generativn,
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Contact Information/Questions
Anne Teigen, Esq,
Transportation and Criminal Justice
National Canfecence of Seate Legislatures
Anneszigen@ncs) org
303-856-1652
For information on state legislation sce
NCSL's Traffic Safety Legislation Database at
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