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Chairman Stern, Chairman Kirkland, members of the committee and staff, my name is 
Henry Hartman and I am also here on behalf of PSSA and many Vintage Snowmobile 
enthusiasts. Thank you for the opportunity to share some information with you today. 

I experienced my first snowmobile ride in 1968 on a machine built in York, in a plant that 
is today the Harley-Davidson factory. In the early 70's I started employment with a John 
Deere dealership and have been very active in the sport of snowmobiling ever since. 
Over the years, I have been involved with selling John Deere. Kawasaki, and Polaris 
snowmobiles. I regularly share my knowledge Gthe older machines with Vintage 
Snowmobile owners looking for information & history, and answerina service & oarts - - .  - 
questions. 

The history of the snowmobile business is quite interesting. At the height of their initial 
popularity, there were about 130 different manufacturers building over 200 brand names 
of machines. One of the things I enjoy sharing with the younger people who take the 
Snowmobile Safety Training Course is the fact that many years ago, you could buy a 
snowmobile at J.C. Penneys, at Sears, and at the former Montgomery Wards. Between 
1967 and 1975, there were 3 companies producing 4 brands of snowmobiles right here 
within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

There are currently only four (4) manufacturers producing and selling snowmobiles for 
the North American market. They are: Arctic Cat, Polaris, Ski-Doo, and Yamaha. 

The most recent time a different manufacturer of snowmobiles had machines for sale 
was the 1984 model year. John Deere exited the market with their '84 models, 
previously Kawasaki ended their models with the 1982 year, and Scorpion the year 
before that in 1981. All of these are easily beyond the 25-year-old threshold for the 
Vintage Registration. 

The four current manufacturers each have model year information coded in their model 
number andlor serial number designations. 

DCNR has all of the information needed to correctly identify those machines which are 
25 years old or beyond. They have been registering snowmobiles ever since soon after 
the original Snowmobile Law was enacted in 1971. 
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In researching information for this day, I spoke to a fellow snowmobile dealer who 
commented that when they submit a registration and have the model year listed 
incorrectly, they get a phone call from the DCNR registration office questioning the year. 
I believe that office already has all of the information pertaining to what models and 
what serial numbers were built in what years. 

For your information, I have included pages copied from John Deere snowmobile parts 
books which explain the system they used to identify their models and years. 

Arctic Cat used the first digit of their serial number to indicate the model year. Let's say 
the serial number began with the digit 8. That would make the machine either a 1968 or 
a 1978. If the first digit was a zero, it would be a 1970 or a 1980 model. Model names of 
the Arctic Cats didn't run for 10 years, so there is very little possibility of confusion which 
decade a machine belongs to. Arctic Enterprises, the original parent company of Arctic 
Cat, went bankrupt in 1981, and for 2 years there were no machines built. 

A new company, named 'Arctco', restarted Arctic Cat production with the 1984 model 
machines, and they started using the first two digits of the serial number to show the 
year. So in 1984 the serial numbers all started with '84'. The following years saw the 
continuation of this pattern until the more recent 17-digit VIN numbers came into use by 
all current manufacturers. 

Polaris, starting with the 1972 models, used the first two or three digits of their model 
number to indicate the model year. 1972 machines all started with the digits 72, 
beginning in I979 they added a zero before the year, so a '79 machine starts the model 
number with "079". Please reference the included examples copied from an older 
Polaris Serviceman's Handbook. 

Ski-Doo and Yamaha also have model year information coded in their model and serial 
number information. Please reference the printed examples we have provided. 

Many owners of Vintage Snowmobiles here in the Commonwealth are interested in 
showing and operating their old machines at events hosted by clubs and dealers 
throughout the state. They are usually ridden only short distances in order to prevent 
breakdowns that might involve hard to find parts, if the parts can be found at all. 
Allowing these older machines to be registered as Vintage will boost the economic 
impact all over the state. Owners of these machines eat, lodge, fuel-up, and buy 
vehicles to haul and tow these machines. It makes good sense in every way to 
encourage these types of activities rather than to deny the opportunity. 

I thank you for this time to speak to you. I will gladly answer any questions you might 
have. 
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This parts catalog applies to  the fol low~ng John Deere Snowmob~tes: 

300 Snowmoblle 
1974 Model (Serial No. 20.001- 

400 and 500 Snowmobties 
1972 Model (Ser~al No 2.551-1 1.0001 
1973 Model (Serrat No 11 001-20 000) 
1974 Model (Serral No 20.001 I 

600 Snowmoblle 
1973 Model (Serial 610. 2.551-20.000) 
1974 Model iSerfal No. 20.001- 

JDX4 Snowmoblle* 
1973 Model (Serial Flo. 2.551 20.000, 

JDX4 Special Snowmobile* 
1974 Model ISerial No. 20.001- 

JDXG Snowmobile 
1974 Model iSerial No. 20.001- 

JDX8 Snowmobile 
1973 Model (Serial No. 2.551-20.000) 
1974 Model (Sertal No. 20.001- ) 

* Important: Be careful when order~ng parts for JDX4 and JDX4 S/)ecial Snowmobiles. These two 
are different. Always determine whether the snoivmobile is a JDX3 or  JDX4 Special. Check the serial n 
lo verlfy the snowmobile model (see abovel. Pay particular attention lo the snowmobile model and 
number range listed at the top o f  the page and order parts from the correct page. Use the alphabetical in 
locate parts quickly. 



Year 
1968 

Model Name 
SL350 

Marketing Name 
SL350 

Model 
Code 
801 

Starting 
PID Number 
RW1-000101 

Starting 
Engine Number 
RW1-000101 -- 
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SNOWMOBILE MODEL 1 ID GUIDE 1968 - 2007 - ( W n u e d )  

PHAZERDELUXE 










