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Good afternoon! 

My name is Dennis Shambaugh and I live in Shermans Dale. Soon I will begin my 32nd 

year of teaching, all at Susquenita High School. I teach math and computer programming. For 

the first 11 years of my teaching career i was a member of NEA, PSEA and our local, Susquenita 

Education Association. At that point I decided not to join the union, as their views on some 

items were not aligned with my ideas, particularly my views on abortion. Then after a year of 

no insurance coverage, a friend of mine introduced me to KEYTA, the Keystone Teachers 

Association. I have obtained my insurance from KEYTA ever since. 

Presently I am on the KEYTA Board of Directors. I have the good fortune of being able to 

choose to join PSEA, KEYTA, another organization, or not join any teacher association. All 

teachers who work in Perry County schools also have this right. Unfortunately, many teachers 

across the Commonwealth do not have this same freedom. Many teachers do not have the 

freedom of association granted to us by our US Constitution. 

Teachers in "union shop" school districts do have a choice in whether or not to join the 

union. However, they do not have a choice in financially supporting the union through 

mandatory union fees, currently $405 per year in Pennsylvania. And, to make matters worse, 

the union then excludes them from being able to partake in their contract meetings with the 

union's membership because they are not "official members" of the union, but are still being 

forced to pay for such activities. 

My colleagues in the history department teach about our nation and it's founding. Sadly 

many Pennsylvania history teachers can only talk about freedom of association. If Pennsylvania 



became a Right to Work state, all Pennsylvania teachers, not just a select few, would have the 

freedom to choose to join NEAIPSEA, KEYTA or another independent teacher organization or 

not join any organization at all. Please consider this Right to Work bill and give freedom to ail 

Pennsylvania teachers. Thank you! 

Dennis Shambaugh 
Math and Computer Programming Teacher 
Susquenita School District 




