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Good evening. My name is Nila Cogan. I am from right here in Somerset County and I 
represent this region of the state on the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau State Board of Directors. I, 
along with my husband, own and operate a 30,000 square foot greenhouse operation near the 
village of Friedens. We also raise eight acres of vegetables that we sell at the Somerset County 
Farmer's Market and the Moxham Farmer's Market. Both my husband and I were raised on farms 
here in Somerset County. My home, which lies between Somerset and Shanksville, is a dairy and 
crop farm now owned by my brother and consists of 850 acres of open farm land. My husband's 
home farm was a hog and beef farm, but because of the death of his brother, we rent the land out 
to another farmer. This farm of 120 acres is in Larimer Township and is bordered on three 
sides by state game lands. 

I, like most agricultural producers, work long hard days at least six days a week through most of 
the year. Many farmers do not even get a weekend day off and must work seven days per week. 
Sunday hunting would negatively impact farm families on Sunday, the one day they tend to relax 
their work schedules to spend family time. While I appreciate hunters and the role they play in 
controlling wildlife populations, my family and I do not want hunters disturbing the one day of 
peace and quiet we try to preserve in our lives. Most farmers try to spend Sunday as a rest day 
when they can. Having hunters knocking on the door without notice can be more frustrating than 
telemarketers calling at dinner time, especially when it either interrupts farm work or mealtime. 
Without being rude, you can't just hang up on them when they are there in person. Based on their 
past experiences, farmers know that hunters will be dropping by unannounced on Sundays to 
hunt on their property, interrupting them and their family activities. 

Farmers are not the only people who enjoy not having to be concerned with hunters on Sunday. 
I hear a great deal about the perceived economic benefit to the state by having Sundays available 
for hunting. What about the benefit of all the other outdoor enthusiasts that are out on Sundays 
hiking, horseback riding, biking or just enjoying nature? Why should a particular interest that 
has use of the land six days a week out-weigh the interest of others who only want one day a 
week without the concern of hunters sharing the woods? 

Farmers do not understand why anyone would wish to force Sunday hunting upon the 
landowners that give them free access to hunt already and feed the game at great personal 
expense too. Farmers view that as alienating those who willingly allow access to their properties 
and therefore feel strongly about posting their land if Sunday hunting is forced upon them. We, 
like many farmers welcome hunting, but we also have rules, we want our privacy and family 
time respected. Again, farmers feel that Sunday hunting will take important personal family time 
and use of their own property away from themselves and their families. 

I hope this gives you a better perspective of farmers' views on Sunday hunting and why many 
farmers oppose any expansion of Sunday hunting. 

Now I would like to just briefly mention yet another perspective I bring to the table related to 
this issue. Along with being a farmer and Farm Bureau leader, I am also a minister. I am the 
pastor of the Dunrnyer Lutheran Church in Richland Township, Carnbria County. I doubt it will 
be a surprise to you that the church community is also very opposed to expanding Sunday 



hunting. In this day and age when Sunday has become just another day, we pastors feel like we 
are fighting a losing battle. 

One only needs to look to the Ten Commandments and see the third command of remembering 
the Sabbath and keeping it holy to understand why the faith community holds dear the value of 
this religious observance. We don't need more activity on Sunday - we need less. Everyone, 
including farm families need to have down time, a period of the week when they can relax and 
get rejuvenated physically and spiritually for the upcoming week. They need that one day when 
they can have family time and be thankhl for and enjoy the land they work the other six days of 
the week. I network with a number of pastors and church leaders, many who which enjoy 
hunting. They overwhelmingly voice an opposition to Sunday hunting. 

When so much of our society is giving competition to our spiritual well being, let's not add 
another obstacle to the observance of the Sabbath. While my being involved in agriculture and 
the ministry might be somewhat unique, I can tell you the religious value of observing the 
Sabbath is one that is broadly held in the agricultural community and a core basis for their 
opposition to Sunday hunting. 

Legislation introduced last session would have provided the Game Commission the authority to 
decide if, when and how an expansion of Sunday hunting will occur. Proponents of that idea 
claim that the issue should be decided on the basis of wildlife management, which is the 
responsibility of the Game Commission, not the General Assembly. There are two fundamental 
faults with that proposition. First, the question of expanding Sunday hunting is more about 
changing the way of life in the Commonwealth, such as religious convictions, the ability of 
millions of Pennsylvanians to enjoy outdoor nature in peace and quiet on Sundays, and concerns 
related to property rights. Clearly, that is a choice for the General Assembly and Governor. 
Secondly, and frankly speaking, any transfer of the decision to the Game Commission will be 
seen by many citizens as a maneuver by the General Assembly to dodge accountability on a 
controversial issue. It would only add to the growing frustration in our state and country about 
how some lawmakers seem to operate these days. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify before you tonight. 




