
Monday June 14, 2010 (Flag Day) 

FROM: - Peggy Walsh 

Address: 200 Holmes Place, Apartment 3 
Pittsburgh, PA 15213-4532 

Phone Numbers: 412-683-6070 - Home 
412-977-2351 - C e l l  

Regard in&: Legis la t ive  Hearing Friday June 18, 2010 
re Ongoing Generous Funding f o r  Public Transportation - 
(Busses and P a r a t r a i s i t  f o r  non-Drivers - f o r  those 
who cannot afford or dr ive  a car ,  f o r  senior c i t i z e n s  
(Lottery funding helps, but is not qu i te  enough) ... and 
unquestionably f o r  persons with d i s a b i l i t i e s  - State- 
wide 

A l l  too of ten,  we consumers have had t o  at tend and sometimes 
t e s t i f y  a t  meetings advocating f o r  r e l i a b l e  funding t o  cover "the 
t ranspor ta t  ion-f orgo t ten" (abovementioned) . Personally, I have two 
d i s a b i l i t i e s  which make it much harder t o  use busses, which I rode 
happily and of ten decades ago. I warmly commend the  Allebheny County 
Port Authority f o r  doing t h e i r  upmost t o  make busses access ible  f o r  
those of us i n  wheelchairs, and o thers  with v i s u a l  impairment who need 
s top announcements and better-contrast  large-print  signage a t  stop 
s igns  and on busses. There is a way to  go, but it keeps on improving 
(with ongoing consumer reminders from out al l-volunteer Committee f o r  
Accessible Transportation). 

The ACCESS Transportation have done t h e i r  generous par t  by 
sending no t ices  i n  E-Hail - and in Bra i l l e  f o r  someone l i k e  m e  who a s  
yet  has no personal computer. This leads t o  the  two d i sab i l i t i e s :  I 
have been completely blind s ince having been born prematurely, but 
e a r l i e r  i n  l i f e ,  t h a t  did not stop my using busses. For the  next 
decades s t a r t i n g  the  mid-1990'9, I got disabled with another condition 
which requires  my using da i ly  medications: My t r ave l  became hard due 
t o  balance problems, plus my diagonal s t r e e t  crossings (which a r e  
recommended i n  any busy c i t y ) .  Without ACCESS, I would be unable t o  
take par t  i n  soc ia l  gatherings, cu l tu r a l  events, o r  even worship. (Once 
a month except throughout the  summer, a Lutheran ministry has a Meal 
with Bible study before, and Vespers afterward. I ' m  thankful t o  meet 
old and new f r iends  there,  and t o  be taken ca re  of with respect and 
emotional as well  a s  physical  nourishment.) 
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Earlier i n  l i f e ,  I was a medical-records t r a n s c r i b e r  and a c lerk-  
t y p i s t  w i t h  t h e  County. For t en  years,  I owned a small business s e l l i n g  
paper products  t o  t h e  bl ind;  I ca l l ed  i t  the  "Paper ~ e d d l e r , "  found it 
personal ly  s a t i s f y i n g  and probably took a f i n a n c i a l  l o s s  but d idn ' t  
mind s i n c e  my purpose was t o  mail  lower-cost supp l ies  t o  customers who 
could not  a f fo rd  charges by agencies (who says I ' m  not competitive?). 

Not only do I walk and a ihetimes shop at t h e  Monroeville Mall - which 
would be unmanageable f o r  m e  without ACCESS t ranspor ta t ion ;  I enjoy 
c u l t u r a l  events  such a s  The Pi t t sburgh Opera, and Ci ty  Theatre (they 
both o f f e r  spec ia l  audio-described performances on a s p e c i a l  n igh t ;  
w e  b l ind /v i sua l l$  impaired patrons are a l s o  given a good discount s o  
w e  can a l s o  bring a sighted fr iend/guide) . I a t  tend concer ts  by The 
P i t t sburgh  Chamber Music Society. My community involvements include 
not  only our  Committee f o r  Accessible Transportation, but a l s o  Western 
Pennsylvania BOLD (Blind Outdoor Leisure Development), Inc. Both 
these  commitments a r e  al l-volunteer .  

(I went t o  a new beaut ic ian  two days before the  hearing,  which I 
plan t o  a t t e n d  i n  person. The commute t o  Gateway High School from home 
in South Oakland needed pre-arrangement, o r  none of u s  ACCESS o r  bus 
r i d e r s  could r e a l i s t i c a l l y  have managed it. I thank ACCESS and 
Representat ive Markosek f o r  combining e f f o r t s  t o  enabling us  t o  come.) 

Without independent t r anspor ta t ion ,  I would be unable t o  keep 
medical appointments - o r  take  p a r t  i n  these  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and community 
a c t i v i t i e s .  My l i f e  would seem bleak indeed - but i n  the  City, I ' m  
s t i l l  b e t t e r  o f f  even now than those i n  outlying areas .  

Por t  Authori ty needs back-and-forth s h u t t l e  busses f o r  McKeesport 
and nearby loca t ions ,  which would enable senior  c i t i z e n s  t o  s t a y  
involved i n  t h e  community. There i s  almost no s e r v i c e  t o  speak of i n  
Emsworth o r  Mount Washington. Hopefully, o ther  Hearing pa r t i c ipan t s  
w i l l  o f f e r  feedback on t h e  need f o r  t h e i r  areas .  

Por t  Authori ty has done t h e  bes t  i t  can with a l l  i t  has - arranging 
a new T r a n s i t  Development Plan, arranging with t h e  Union f o r  copaid 
medical coverage f o r  employees, e a r l y  re t i rements  and e l iminat ing 
middle-management jobs. They have kept t h e i r  promise; we S t a t e  and 
Federal taxpayers a r e  doing our p a r t  ... So now Pennsylvania needs t o  
come up with severa l ,  not  one so lu t ion  (so we were back t o  
Square One when 1-80 could no t  be used a s  a Tol l  road). 

Thank you a l l  f o r  my chance t o  come i n  person, and t o  send t h i s  
wr i t t en  feedback inaadvance. Good luck t o  a l l  concerned! 




