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TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

2:38 o ' c l o c k , p.m. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Good a f t e r n o o n and 

welcome t o the j o i n t P e n n s y l v a n i a House T r a n s p o r t a t i o n and 

R e p u b l i c a n and Democrat P o l i c y Committee H e a r i n g s . 

To s t a r t o f f t h i s a f t e r n o o n , I'd l i k e t o c a l l on 

our Post L e g i s l a t o r , Donna O b e r l a n d e r , t o l e a d us i n the 

Pledge o f A l l e g i a n c e . 

(Pledge o f A l l e g i a n c e r e c i t e d ) 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you v e r y much and 

thank you a l l f o r a p p e a r i n g here today. I would l i k e t o 

i n t r o d u c e v e r y b r i e f l y the members who are here today, and 

we have a v e r y n i c e crowd here of members. 

F i r s t o f a l l , t o my f a r r i g h t , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e John 

Payne from Dauphin C o u n t y ; R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J e f f P y l e from 

Armstrong C o u n t y ; R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mike C a r r o l l from Luzerne 

C o u n t y ; t o my immediate l e f t i s Co-Chairman R i c h G e i s t 

from B l a i r C o u n t y ; and o f c o u r s e , Donna Ob e r l a n d e r from 

r i g h t here i n C l a r i o n C o u n t y ; R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mark 

L o n g i e t t i from Mercer C o u n t y ; R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Joe P e t r a r c a 
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e John Hornaman from E r i e C o u n t y ; and I know 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a u l C o s t a from A l l e g h e n y County i s h e r e . 

D i d I miss anybody? I s anybody e l s e h e r e ? (no response) 

I expect t h a t f o l k s w i l l be coming i n as we move a l o n g 

because some of them have t o l e a v e a l i t t l e b i t e a r l i e r . 

B e f o r e we s t a r t the i n i t i a l h e a r i n g , I'd j u s t l i k e 

t o p o i n t out t h a t t h i s i s i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the p o l i c y 

committees of b o t h Chambers or I s h o u l d say o f b o t h 

caucuses i n the P e n n s y l v a n i a House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

a l o n g w i t h the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee, and the i d e a i s 

as we a l l know w i t h the c a l l i n g o f the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n on 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n t h a t R i c k and I d e c i d e d t o t a k e the 

Committee around k i n d o f a b a r n s t o r m i n g t r i p i f you w i l l 

t h r oughout P e n n s y l v a n i a 7 r e g i o n s o f the Commonwealth t o 

not o n l y educate our own members i n some cases but the 

p u b l i c as t o the major, major, v a s t problem t h a t we have 

w i t h t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , and we're 

happy t o be here today r e p r e s e n t i n g the n o r t h w e s t s e c t i o n 

o f the Commonwealth i n C l a r i o n and I know I've been here a 

c o u p l e o f times i n the p a s t and s t a r t i n g t o f e e l l i k e a 

n a t i v e , and they've always t r e a t e d me v e r y w e l l here and 

I'm v e r y g l a d t o be back a g a i n . I'm g l a d we c o u l d get the 



8 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: Thank you v e r y much, Joe, 

and thank you f o r everyone who has come out t o t e s t i f y 

t oday. We have one more of t h e s e l e f t tomorrow i n 

P i t t s b u r g h i n Joe's D i s t r i c t and I c a n ' t p r a i s e him enough 

f o r the work t h a t h i s s t a f f and our s t a f f have put i n t o 

making th e s e happen. 

The i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t has come out S t a t e wide 

c l e a r l y shows the e n o r m i t y o f the d i s t r e s s e d b r i d g e 

problem and the m i l e s and m i l e s o f P e n n s y l v a n i a highways 

t h a t must be r e b u i l t and r e c l a i m e d , and we've had g r e a t 

t e s t i m o n y and I'm l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o l e a r n i n g a l o t more 

today. 

Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, thank you, R i c k . 

A l s o b e f o r e we get s t a r t e d , I'd l i k e a b i g thank you t o 

the f o l k s here a t C l a r i o n U n i v e r s i t y f o r the use o f t h i s 

w o n d e r f u l f a c i l i t y and a l l o f t h e i r g r e a t h o s p i t a l i t y , and 

I'd l i k e t o thank as R i c k mentioned the s t a f f t h a t have 

been so h a r d w o r k i n g a t t h i s and a l s o PCN and o t h e r 

R e p u b l i c a n v i d e o f o l k s are here as w e l l , so I want t o 

thank a l l o f them f o r h e l p i n g us get the word out here 

today. 
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we'd c e r t a i n l y ask the members t o use t h e i r b e s t judgment 

r e l a t i v e t o t h a t , but we have a time l i m i t f o r the f o l k s 

who are s p e a k i n g , and i n some c a s e s , we have s e v e r a l 

p e o p l e who w i l l a l l come up and t e s t i f y , but t h e r e w i l l be 

one and t h e y ' l l have a 5-minute time l i m i t , f o r example, 

f o r the group, and g e n e r a l l y , i t means one spokesperson. 

We do have t e c h n o l o g y here t h a t m o n i t o r s time and 

I ' l l use t h a t p h r a s e . I don't want t o sound too h a r s h 

here, but a green l i g h t appears as you're s p e a k i n g , and 

when you have one minute l e f t , a y e l l o w i n d i c a t e s t o sum 

up your t a l k , and a r e d l i g h t f l a s h e s , so w i t h the l i t t l e 

b u z z e r when time i s up and everybody i n the audience can 

y e l l and scream and throw t h i n g s when a person's time i s 

up and t h e y go over, but no, we haven't been t h a t q u i t e 

obnoxious about i t , but c e r t a i n l y , w i t h the c o o p e r a t i o n o f 

everybody here, i f you can t r y t o watch the time because 

i n many c a s e s , t h e r e w i l l be f o l l o w u p q u e s t i o n s . 

With t h a t , the f i r s t group i s the P e n n s y l v a n i a 

P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n , and Mr. Tim G e i b e l , who 

i s the E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r o f the Cr a w f o r d A r e a 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y , Mr. Mike Imbrogno, C h i e f 

E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r , A r e a T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y o f N o r t h 
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Gentlemen, i t ' s about 5 m i n u t e s f o r the group. 

Which one w i l l be the spokesperson? 

MR. GEIBEL: I w i l l be. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: And you are? 

MR. GEIBEL: Tim G e i b e l . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, th a n k s , Mr. 

G e i b e l , and our s t e n o g r a p h e r today i s E v e l y n , so make sure 

i f somebody speaks, you need t o i d e n t i f y y o u r s e l f f o r her, 

so w i t h t h a t , Mr. G e i b e l , you have 5 minutes and you may 

commence when you're ready. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P y l e j u s t reminded me t h a t i t ' s v e r y 

warm i n here, so any members t h a t want t o remove t h e i r 

o u t e r garments may do so. We don't n e c e s s a r i l y need t o 

f o l l o w house r u l e s here today, so you be the judge o f 

t h a t . Mr. G e i b e l ? 

MR. GEIBEL: Thank you v e r y much f o r h e a r i n g us 

today and I a l s o want t o r e c o g n i z e Tom T u l i p from Mercer 

County who i s a l s o here i n the audience r e p r e s e n t i n g 

T r a n s i t . 

We r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h e r e ' s an immense c h a l l e n g e t h a t 

P e n n s y l v a n i a f a c e s i n the m i d s t o f what i s t r u l y a 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g c r i s i s . What we're here t o do 
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c o u n t i e s o f the Commonwealth, and w i t h i n our r e g i o n here 

a l o n e , we do over f i v e m i l l i o n t r i p s a year and over 

800,000 of those t r i p s are f o r s e n i o r s and f o r p ersons 

w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s on our Shared Ride Program. Many 

s e n i o r s and p ersons w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s i n r u r a l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a o n l y r e c e i v e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o p t i o n s one t o 

t h r e e days each week, but t h i s i s t r u l y a v i t a l s e r v i c e . 

I t ' s the d i f f e r e n c e between g e t t i n g t o a d o c t o r ' s 

appointment or g e t t i n g a hot meal. 

Now the S t a t e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a has not seen a 

f u n d i n g i n c r e a s e f o r p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n over 3 

y e a r s , and j u s t w i t h i n the l a s t 2 weeks, we were a l l 

n o t i f i e d by PennDOT t h a t our c u r r e n t year g r a n t s were 

b e i n g c u t by 3.7 per c e n t , so we're a c t u a l l y r e c e i v i n g 

l e s s o p e r a t i n g f u n d i n g now than we d i d 3 y e a r s ago. 

Without an adequate i n f l a t i o n s e n s i t i v e f u n d i n g 

t h a t i s c a l l e d f o r i n the TAC r e p o r t and A c t 44, we're a l l 

f a c i n g major, major s e r v i c e r e d u c t i o n s . 

I wanted t o t a k e j u s t a q u i c k minute and t e l l you a 

few s t o r i e s about some of our p a ssengers and put a f a c e on 

what t r a n s i t means. 

In T i t u s v i l l e , Donna Winger i s a 72-year o l d c a n c e r 
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a c r o s s town t o get t o her d o c t o r ' s appointment. 

And t h e r e ' s a l s o the s t o r y o f Sergeant M i c h a e l 

Avery o f I n d i a n a . He's a d i s a b l e d v e t e r a n o f O p e r a t i o n 

I r a q i Freedom. He s e r v e d t h i s c o u n t r y v e r y p r o u d l y and 

c o n t i n u e s t o do so i n the N a t i o n a l Guard. He cannot get 

to work i f i t ' s not f o r the bus s e r v i c e i n I n d i a n a County. 

Eve r y s m a l l town i n t h i s r e g i o n , whether i t ' s 

A l b i o n , C l a r i o n , K i t t a n n i n g o r Smicksburg, t h e y a l l have 

p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o p t i o n s , but t h i s i s o n l y h a l f the 

s t o r y . 

The o t h e r h a l f i s our c a p i t a l needs, and the TAC 

r e p o r t i n d i c a t e d t h a t i n 2011, t h e r e w i l l be $484,000,000 

to fund t h a t c a p i t a l need a c r o s s the S t a t e f o r t r a n s i t . 

What t h i s means i s t h a t we are spending more money o f f our 

o p e r a t i n g systems t o r e p l a c e our v e h i c l e s and t o m a i n t a i n 

our v e h i c l e s . 

In I n d i a n a County, John Kanyan, he o p e r a t e s on a 

d a i l y b a s i s 4 v e h i c l e s t h a t were pu r c h a s e d i n 1999 w i t h an 

8-year l i f e span, so those v e h i c l e s s h o u l d have been 

r e p l a c e d i n 2007, but t h e r e i s no c a p i t a l f u n d i n g t o do 

so, so we're spending more o f our o p e r a t i n g a s s i s t a n c e t o 

m a i n t a i n f l e e t s t h a t s h o u l d have been r e p l a c e d . 
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P e n n s y l v a n i a b u s i n e s s e s from b u y i n g t i r e s , from b u y i n g 

maintenance s u p p l i e s t o j a n i t o r i a l s e r v i c e s , and ATA 

a l o n e , t h e y i n v e s t over 4 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n the l o c a l 

communities j u s t t o h e l p run t h e i r o p e r a t i o n s , and w i t h 

t h a t , I'm g o i n g t o d e f e r the remainder o f my time t o 

Dennis S o l e n s k y . 

MR. SOLENSKY: H i , a g a i n , my name i s Dennis 

S o l e n s k y and I'm E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r o f the E r i e 

M e t r o p o l i t a n T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y i n E r i e , P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

I've been asked t o speak t o you b r i e f l y on b e h a l f o f our 

r e g i o n and n o r t h w e s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a r e l a t i v e t o urban 

t r a n s i t i n our r e g i o n . 

C u r r e n t l y , the E r i e system p r o v i d e s 3.3 m i l l i o n 

r i d e s and employs 249 employees, o p e r a t e s 136 v e h i c l e s o f 

which 45 have reached t h e i r u s e f u l l i f e and are i n need o f 

replace m e n t . 

B r i e f l y , t o those o f you who have not y e t had a 

v i s i t t o E r i e r e c e n t l y , you s h o u l d know t h a t E r i e has i t s 

own zoo, i t has i n d o o r / o u t d o o r water p a r k s , i t has 5 

c o l l e g e s and u n i v e r s i t i e s t h a t we s e r v i c e , i t has i t s own 

c a s i n o , and i t has Bust Out Bay w i t h 3 m i l l i o n v i s i t o r s a 

ye a r . I t i s a v e r y v i b r a n t , s t a n d a l o n e c i t y w i t h i n the 
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economic, the economic development o b v i o u s l y g o i n g on i n 

our r e g i o n , and how i m p o r t a n t i t i s , the growing b o o s t e r 

and t o u r i s m b u s i n e s s . 

E r i e i s b l e s s e d f o r the C i t y o f i t s s i z e t o have 

a l o t o f a m e n i t i e s t h a t t h i s s i d e and a c r o s s the c o u n t r y 

don't have, and t h a t makes our T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y t h a t much 

more v a l u a b l e t o the r e g i o n t h a t we s e r v e . 

We may be s m a l l e r than P i t t s b u r g h and we may be 

s m a l l e r than P h i l a d e l p h i a , but we o f f e r a l l t h e s e same 

a m e n i t i e s o f our own. We have our own downtown. We have 

our own P l a y h o u s e . We have our own o r c h e s t r a . We have 

a l l the c u l t u r a l a m e n i t i e s t h a t the C i t y p r o v i d e s as w e l l 

and the T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y a s s i s t s a l l o f them, so I guess 

my reminder i s t h a t a l o t o f the s m a l l e r c i t i e s i n the 

Commonwealth have the same problems as the l a r g e r ones. 

Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, g r e a t , r i g h t on 

time , q u e s t i o n s from the p a n e l members? Any o f the 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s have q u e s t i o n s ? 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: I do. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Chairman G e i s t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: One o f the t h i n g s t h a t 



15 

40,000 Shared Ride t r i p s a year i n C r a w f o r d County, and t o 

the h o s p i t a l f o r what we c a l l m e d i c a l appointments, we 

would say 65 per cent o f those are t r i p s f o r t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: That's 65 per cen t ? 

MR. GEIBEL: C o r r e c t , w i t h the r e s t b e i n g t r i p s t o 

l o c a l s e n i o r c e n t e r s o r persons w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s h a v i n g 

work t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: And how many a g e n c i e s a c r o s s 

the county p r o v i d e r i d e s e r v i c e s ? 

MR. GEIBEL: We are the o n l y p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: What about n u r s i n g homes? 

MR. GEIBEL: There are v a r i o u s n u r s i n g homes t h a t 

may have t h e i r own v e h i c l e . I know Westbury and L i v i n g 

Home t h a t has t h e i r own t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I would say t h e r e 

are p r o b a b l y t h r e e t h a t I know of t h a t have t h e i r own 

p r i v a t e v e h i c l e t o t r a n s p o r t t h e i r r e s i d e n t s . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: So b a s i c a l l y , i f the s e r v i c e 

i s c u t , those p e o p l e are a l l t rapped? 

MR. GEIBEL: C o r r e c t . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J e f f P y l e , 

you had mentioned v e h i c l e r eplacement, f l e e t r e p l a c e m e n t . 
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Imbrogno and I'm the G e n e r a l Manager o f the Area 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y . 

We p u r c h a s e d our f i r s t f l e e t o f CNG busses i n 

1990. We used them u n t i l v e r y r e c e n t l y when the s i z e o f 

bus t h a t we used no l o n g e r was produced i n the U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . We are c o n f i n e d by the Buy America p r o v i s i o n s , 

and t h e r e f o r e , we're l o c k e d out o f p r o c u r i n g CNG v e h i c l e s 

a t t h i s p o i n t . Q u i t e f r a n k l y , we would purchase them i f 

th e y were a v a i l a b l e . We found them t o be v e r y r e l i a b l e , 

e c o n o m i c a l , and a c c e p t a b l e as f a r as the p u b l i c was 

concerned. 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Maybe we can t a l k l a t e r , but 

my q u e s t i o n i s w i t h t h i s g r e a t g l u t o f M a r c e l l u s gas and 

everyone l o o k i n g f o r ways t o u n l o a d what i s a l r e a d y i n the 

p i p e l i n e so we can de v e l o p more -- ( i n a u d i b l e as f o u r 

persons are t a l k i n g a t once) 

MR. SOLENSKY: We o p e r a t e CNB buses i n E r i e and we 

found them t o be r e l i a b l e as w e l l , and i n the l a s t 

q u a r t e r , the c o s t o f compressed n a t u r a l gas was v e r y 

a t t r a c t i v e r e l a t i v e t o the d i e s e l v e h i c l e s we o p e r a t e so 

a l l new t e c h n o l o g y i s the d i r e c t i o n we're t r y i n g t o move 

i n . 
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f o r a r e g u l a r d i e s e l bus i s , which i s a d i r t i e r bus, i f 

you must know, v e r s u s a CNG powered bus. L e t ' s make the s e 

r e s o u r c e s more e f f e c t i v e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you, I t h i n k we can 

get t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n . 

Next, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B r a d Roae. 

REPRESENTATIVE ROAE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Good a f t e r n o o n , gentlemen. 

The S t a t e spends about a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s a year on 

mass t r a n s i t f u n d i n g , and i t ' s something l i k e 87 p er cent 

of i t , o f the f u n d i n g f o r a l l the mass t r a n s i t systems are 

F e d e r a l and S t a t e money, and something l i k e 13 p er cent i s 

l o c a l money. 

With t h a t b e i n g s a i d , a l o t o f mass t r a n s i t systems, 

t h e y charge a d o l l a r t o get on a bus or two d o l l a r s . I'm 

more f a m i l i a r w i t h CATA, but what i s the r a t e f o r a f i x e d 

r o u t e s e r v i c e ? 

MR. SOLENSKY: A r e g u l a r f a r e i s $1.10. 

REPRESENTATIVE ROAE: There's a l o t o f low income 

p e o p l e t h a t l i v e i n r u r a l areas t h a t don't have bus 

s e r v i c e t h a t r i d e t h e i r own p r i v a t e v e h i c l e s t o and from 

work, and t h e y spend s e v e r a l d o l l a r s a day on g a s o l i n e and 
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would pay who don't have bus s e r v i c e ? I f p e o p l e p a i d $2 

or $3 t o r i d e the bus, i t would be more comparable t o what 

o t h e r p e o p l e w i t h the same income made t h a t don't have bus 

s e r v i c e , and t h a t way the S t a t e wouldn't have t o spend a 

b i l l i o n d o l l a r s a year i n bus s e r v i c e and i t might o n l y be 

500 m i l l i o n , and we'd have t h a t o t h e r 500 m i l l i o n t o f i x 

b r i d g e s w i t h . 

Has t h e r e been any c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f h a v i n g 

customers pay f o r more o f the a c t u a l charge o f what i t 

a c t u a l l y c o s t s t o o p e r a t e the bu s e s ? 

MR. SOLENSKY: F a r e p r i c e s are something t h a t ' s 

c o n s i d e r e d d a i l y i n our i n d u s t r y and c e r t a i n l y our T r a n s i t 

A u t h o r i t y as w e l l . We are always g i v i n g our f a r e r a t e s 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

There's always a dichotomy t h a t e x i s t s i n c h a r g i n g 

f a i r s r e l a t i v e t o those i n d i v i d u a l s who ca n ' t a f f o r d t o 

pay a f a r e themselves o r are low income. 

A s i g n i f i c a n t p o r t i o n o f the s e r v i c e t h a t we 

p r o v i d e i s t o those i n d i v i d u a l s who ca n ' t p r o v i d e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r the m s e l v e s , and e q u i t a b l e , f a i r r a t e s 

f o r t hose i n d i v i d u a l s t h a t are a b l e t o p r o v i d e t h e i r own 

s e r v i c e s v e r s u s those who don't have i t sometimes are 



19 

t h e r e r e g a r d i n g t h a t . 

We i n E r i e a c h i e v e a v e r y h i g h r e t u r n r e l a t i v e t o 

o v e r a l l c o s t i n terms o f revenue and i t ' s something we've 

been v e r y c o n s c i o u s o f . Not o n l y do the p e o p l e pay f a r e s 

who r i d e the bus, but we've c r e a t e d a l o t o f r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

w i t h a g e n c i e s i n the community t h a t pay on b e h a l f o f those 

r i d e r s . 

We have f i n a n c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h the c o l l e g e s 

and u n i v e r s i t i e s , s c h o o l systems, and o t h e r f o l k s i n the 

community, s o c i a l s e r v i c e a g e n c i e s , who pay on t h e i r 

b e h a l f , and t h a t tends t o keep f o l k s from b e i n g harmed who 

are r i d i n g the bus, so we a c h i e v e i n m u l t i p l e ways not 

j u s t the amount t h a t somebody drops i n the bus when th e y 

get on, but a l s o h a v i n g o t h e r f o l k s i n the community pay 

on p e o p l e ' s b e h a l f . 

Needless t o say, we s u b s i d i z e the c o s t o f the 

s e r v i c e , but i t l i m i t s the need f o r those a g e n c i e s t o 

p r o v i d e s e r v i c e f o r t h e i r own, which t h e y ' d have t o do, 

and t h a t ' s one o f the reasons we've been a s u c c e s s f u l , 

ongoing s e r v i c e i n E r i e as we have p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 

l a s t 5 y e a r s . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROAE: Okay, thank you. 
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f o l l o w u p t o what you were j u s t s a y i n g . 

Do the c a s i n o s pay t o h e l p get t h e i r p a t r o n s t o 

your f a c i l i t i e s ? 

MR. SOLENSKY: L i m i t e d l y . We p r o v i d e v e r y l i t t l e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e f o r p a t r o n s . The m a j o r i t y o f our 

s e r v i c e i s o n l y t o employees, p a r t i c u l a r l y low income and 

d i s a b l e d i n d i v i d u a l s w o r k i n g a t the c a s i n o . We o f f e r 

l i m i t e d s e r v i c e t o the c a s i n o f o r p e o p l e who are g o i n g t o 

p a t r o n i z e the c a s i n o t o gamble. 

REPRESENTATIVE HUTCHISON: How do you l i m i t i t t o 

j u s t employees? 

MR. SOLENSKY: The o n l y r o u t e we run comes from the 

downtown and goes s t r a i g h t out, and the c a s i n o i s l o c a t e d 

i n the o u t s k i r t s o f the community. A l l o f our r o u t e s 

don't go t h e r e . The o n l y r o u t e t h a t goes t h e r e i s the one 

t h a t goes d i r e c t l y from the downtown, which i s where the 

m a j o r i t y o f the low income employees t h a t f i n d employment 

t h e r e are a b l e t o r i d e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Hornaman? 

REPRESENTATIVE HORNAMAN: The t r o l l e y s t h a t r un, 

t h e y are run c o m p l e t e l y f r e e o f the p u b l i c , i s t h a t 

c o r r e c t ? 
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f a r e f r e e , and the c o n v e n t i o n c e n t e r a u t h o r i t y pays us the 

-- the P o r t A u t h o r i t y pays us as w e l l as s e v e r a l o t h e r 

groups who u t i l i z e the system. They c a p t u r e money th r o u g h 

the v i s i t o r s who come t o p a t r o n i z e t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

F o r i n s t a n c e , the c o n v e n t i o n c e n t e r and h o t e l t h a t 

i s l o c a t e d on the Bay F r o n t i s n ' t l a r g e enough t o house 

a l l the p e o p l e a t the c o n v e n t i o n c e n t e r and w i l l have t o 

use h o t e l s throughout the community, so t h e y s u b s i d i z e the 

c o s t o f r u n n i n g the t r o l l e y s so t h a t t h e y can compete w i t h 

o t h e r c o n v e n t i o n c e n t e r s a c r o s s the c o u n t r y t o have 

b e t t e r , h i g h e r numbers of h o t e l space t h e r e , so our 

a b i l i t y t o keep the f a r e down i n the downtown a r e a f o r 

economic development purposes i s based on our a b i l i t y t o 

a c h i e v e s u b s i d i e s from o t h e r groups i n the community. 

We're b e i n g p a i d i n d i r e c t l y f o r t h a t as w e l l . 

We've o f f e r e d many s e r v i c e e x p a n s i o n s i n the l a s t 

5 t o 7 y e a r s i n E r i e a t a v e r y low c o s t by p a r t n e r i n g w i t h 

t h e s e o r g a n i z a t i o n s and p u l l i n g our r e s o u r c e s , but I do 

want t o be c l e a r t h a t t h a t o n l y t a k e s you so f a r . 

We're v e r y dependent on A c t 44 and we're v e r y 

dependent on h a v i n g i t f i x e d , a s u b s i d y t h a t i n c r e a s e s , 

you know, r e g u l a r l y w i t h the c o s t o f l i v i n g , so w h i l e 
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S t a t e h e a v i l y t o augment t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE HORNAMAN: So under the g i v e n 

economic s i t u a t i o n t h a t we have, i f we weren't a b l e t o 

meet the e x p e c t a t i o n s under A c t 44, have you c o n s i d e r e d i n 

the f u t u r e a p o s s i b l e s c e n a r i o where you would have t o 

a c t u a l l y charge the p u b l i c f o r the t r o l l e y r i d e s ? 

MR. SOLENSKY: Yes, we c e r t a i n l y have. As a 

m a t t e r o f f a c t , I met w i t h i n the l a s t two weeks 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f PennDOT, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the P a r k i n g 

A u t h o r i t y , and we're always t r y i n g t o b a l a n c e the c o s t o f 

p a r k i n g v e r s u s the c o s t o f t r a n s i t i n the downtown ar e a 

and we've done s t u d i e s r e l a t i v e t o t h a t s p e c i f i c i s s u e . 

The c o s t o f t r a n s i t d e f e r s p e o p l e one way or the 

o t h e r from s p e c i f i c p a r k i n g areas as does the c o s t o f 

p a r k i n g , and so the s e t h i n g s -- you know, i t ' s k i n d o f 

l i k e a R u b i k ' s Cube t o be f r a n k , and the s e t h i n g s are 

i n t e r r e l a t e d . 

You know, our g o a l from a c o n g e s t i o n f a c t o r i s t o 

get p e o p l e t o u t i l i z e t r a n s i t i n o r d e r t o reduce the 

burden on downtown p a r k i n g , the p a r k i n g decks, and space 

used f o r p a r k i n g t h a t i s , you know, one l e v e l p a r k i n g 

l o t s , and so the a t t r a c t i v e c o s t o f the f a r e c o n s i d e r s 
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REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Kathy 

Rapp? 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and 

thank you, gentlemen, f o r your t e s t i m o n y here today. 

I h e a r d one o f you say t h a t 87 per cent o f your 

funds come from F e d e r a l and S t a t e , and so a t the l o c a l 

l e v e l , can you g i v e me an a c t u a l d o l l a r amount o f what 

you're spending a t the l o c a l l e v e l ? 

MR. IMBROGNO: You mean c o l l e c t i v e l y ? 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: I ' l l j u s t ask E r i e . 

MR. SOLENSKY: You want t o know what our t o t a l 

budget i s ? 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: R i g h t . 

MR. SOLENSKY: Between the two systems, i t ' s 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 20 m i l l i o n and o p e r a t i n g and then c a p i t a l 

p u r c h ases and buses and t h i n g s a l o n g t h a t l i n e would be 

a d d i t i o n a l t o t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: And I've been t o E r i e many 

times b e i n g from Warren County, and E r i e c e r t a i n l y has 

a l o t o f t o u r i s m a t t r a c t i o n s and I'm sure you have a l o t o f 

pe o p l e v i s i t i n g E r i e on a d a i l y b a s i s and the f a n t a s t i c 

c a s i n o s , but I've never been t h e r e , but c e r t a i n l y , I've 
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d i s a b i l i t i e s . I know i n Warren County, many of those 

f o l k s can r e c e i v e a r i d e , you know, a s p e c i a l r i d e f o r an 

appointment, you know, and the bus w i l l a c t u a l l y go and 

p i c k you up a t the d o o r . 

I want t o echo what R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Roae s a i d about 

a $1.10, and when I compare t h a t and I don't know what 

the f a r e i s i n Warren County -- but I have some c o n c e r n s 

because I know t h a t when we're l o o k i n g a t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 

i t ' s a l ways easy t o say, you know, j u s t r a i s e the p r i c e 

and put a h i g h e r t a x a t the pump, and I know t h a t my 

peo p l e who have t o d r i v e t o work e v e r y day purchase a c a r , 

purchase a r e g i s t r a t i o n , l i c e n s e , t i r e s , m a i n t a i n t h e i r 

v e h i c l e t o go t o and from employment, and I'm s u r e t h e y ' r e 

p a y i n g way more than $1.10 a day. 

I do a p p r e c i a t e the s e r v i c e and I t h i n k i n most 

ca s e s , t h e y ' r e p r o v i d e d a v e r y needed s e r v i c e f o r our 

s e n i o r s and pe o p l e w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

Thank you v e r y much. 

MR. SOLENSKY: J u s t i n response one l a s t time i f I 

may t o the f a r e q u e s t i o n . 

Remember t h a t i n t r a n s i t a c r o s s the c o u n t r y t h a t 

e v e r y m i n i m a l change i n f a r e r a t e has a v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t 
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s i g n i f i c a n t l o s s i n t r a n s i t r i d e r s h i p , which w i l l r e s u l t 

t hen i n a s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e i n p e o p l e d r i v i n g , which 

w i l l r e s u l t then i n a s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e i n t r a f f i c 

c o n g e s t i o n and the need t o b u i l d and pave more r o a d s . 

C e r t a i n areas o f E r i e County l i k e the Bay F r o n t 

Highway, which i s o n l y a two-lane road, a b s o l u t e l y 

c o u l d n ' t w i t h s t a n d anymore t r a f f i c p r e s s u r e on i t than i t 

c u r r e n t l y has, and so not o n l y -- you know, i f we're 

t r y i n g t o move pe o p l e from t h e i r c a r s t o t r a n s i t , and t h e y 

have a c h o i c e , one o f the c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n t r a n s i t f a r e s 

has t o do w i t h p a y i n g one way or the o t h e r , and so by 

c o n s i d e r a b l y d r i v i n g up the t r a n s i t f a r e , we w i l l 

d r a m a t i c a l l y drop t r a n s i t use, which w i l l have an adverse 

e f f e c t on o t h e r areas l i k e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n network. 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: And i f I may, when we r a i s e 

the p r i c e a t the pump, pe o p l e are s t i l l g o i n g t o have t o 

d r i v e t o g e t t o and from work, so t h e y ' r e not g o i n g t o 

g i v e up t h e i r c a r j u s t because the g a s o l i n e goes up 10 

more c e n t s and t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o pay t h a t 10 more c e n t s . 

MR. SOLENSKY: You know, I spent 18 y e a r s d o i n g 

t h i s . For 17 y e a r s or 16 y e a r s , the newspapers c a l l e d me 

e v e r y t i m e gas went up a q u a r t e r and s a i d , have you seen 
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our r i d e r s h i p , but over the l a s t two ye a r s f o r the f i r s t 

t i m e , I'm s e e i n g gas p r i c e s get t o such a m e a n i n g f u l l e v e l 

f o r p e o p l e t h a t t h e y ' r e a c t u a l l y c h o o s i n g t o r i d e the bus 

i n s t e a d o f d r i v i n g t h e i r c a r . 

When gas went from $1.00 t o $1.50 e a r l y i n my 

c a r e e r , the newspaper c a l l e d and asked me, how d i d t h a t 

a f f e c t our buses, and I t o l d them, v e r y l i t t l e . I t went 

from $2.00 t o $2.50, t h e y c a l l e d me, and I t o l d them, v e r y 

l i t t l e . 

When i t went from $2.00 t o $4.50, you can ' t b e l i e v e 

the s p i k e i n r i d e r s h i p t h a t we saw on the buses, so 

t h e r e ' s a t h r e s h o l d f o r p e o p l e t o u t i l i z e buses more 

f r e q u e n t l y , and we r e a l l y have reached t h a t t h r e s h o l d . 

We're r e a c h i n g the p o i n t where gas p r i c e s and 

p a r k i n g p r i c e s c o m p a r a t i v e l y are d r i v i n g up p e o p l e ' s 

d e s i r e t o r i d e , and our r i d e r s h i p c o u p l e d w i t h a l l the 

improvements we've made i n E r i e i n c r e a s e d i n the l a s t f i v e 

y e a r s . 

In the event t h a t t h a t c o n t i n u e s , an i n c r e a s e d 

t r a n s i t f a r e i s a v e r y s t r o n g p o s s i b i l i t y . I n the event 

t h a t t h a t doesn't c o n t i n u e , d r i v i n g up the t r a n s i t f a r e 

would o n l y push p e o p l e back away from t r a n s i t and back i n 
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fundamental programs i n P e n n s y l v a n i a : One i s the f i x e d 

r o u t e s e r v i c e and our s h a r e d r i d e s e r v i c e s . A prime 

example here i s i f you're a s e n i o r c i t i z e n , you get t o 

r i d e the f i x e d r o u t e s e r v i c e f o r f r e e from the l o t t e r y , 

but i f you're a s e n i o r c i t i z e n and you want t o use the 

d o o r - t o - d o o r s e r v i c e , you pay anywhere -- i n C r a w f o r d 

County i f you l i v e i n S p r i n g b o r o and the c l o s e s t d o c t o r ' s 

o f f i c e i s i n M e a d v i l l e , which i s over 20 m i l e s away, t h a t 

s e n i o r i s g o i n g t o pay over $7 round t r i p f o r a 

d o o r - t o - d o o r t r i p t o the d o c t o r ' s appointment. 

So the f a r e d i s c u s s i o n i s on two l e v e l s : There's 

the f i x e d r o u t e f a r e s and t h e r e ' s another s h a r e d r i d e 

program, which a l l o f our c o u n t i e s here r e p r e s e n t e d f a r e s 

f o r s e n i o r c i t i z e n s and persons w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s on t h e i r 

program would be anywhere between $2 and $10 per t r i p . 

MR. SOLENSKY: And our f a r e i s r e p r e s e n t e d the 

same way. Our t r a n s i t f a r e i s much h i g h e r than our f i x e d 

r o u t e share as w e l l . 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay. The C h a i r would l i k e t o 

r e c o g n i z e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J e r r y S t e r n from B l a i r County, 

who has a r r i v e d , J e r r y , welcome, and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J e f f 
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s c a l e between i n c r e a s e d r i d e r s h i p and lower f a r e s v e r s u s 

h i g h e r f a r e s and l o s i n g r i d e r s h i p , but how o f t e n do you 

f i n d a t l e a s t i n E r i e or C r a w f o r d or whatever -- whoever 

wants t o answer i t -- how o f t e n do you a d j u s t your f a r e 

upward t o a d j u s t f o r maintenance, l a b o r c o n t r a c t s , f u e l 

c o s t s ? What's t y p i c a l i s my q u e s t i o n ? 

MR. GEIBEL: I can answer t h a t q u e s t i o n because 

h a l f o f our s e r v i c e s on the d o o r - t o - d o o r , which i s the 

s h a r e d r i d e s e r v i c e , t h a t s e r v i c e i s funded by the l o t t e r y 

l i k e 85 per cent of the t r i p c o s t . 

Now a l l o f us here today t h a t p r o v i d e s h a r e d r i d e 

s e r v i c e s , the reimbursement t h a t we get from l o t t e r y i n 

a d d i t i o n t o the M e d i c a l A s s i s t a n c e payments and what the 

p a s sengers pay don't even b e g i n t o c o v e r the c o s t o f the 

program. 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: S l i p and s h a r e d r i d e , which I 

know i s k i n d o f a whole d i f f e r e n t s t o r y w i t h i n the mass 

t r a n s i t s c e n a r i o , a b i g bus, a s t a n d a r d bus l i n e c r o s s t o w n 

i n E r i e . 

MR. SOLENSKY: We r e v i e w i t a n n u a l l y , r a i s e the 

f a i r i n f r e q u e n t l y . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: When i s the l a s t time t h a t 
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7.8 m i l l i o n r i d e r s on the E r i e T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y t o 2.8 

m i l l i o n r i d e r s . We l o s t r i d e r s h i p a t a 3 per cent c l i p 

f o r a 30-year p e r i o d . 

Our g o a l i n the 9 ye a r s t h a t I've been t h e r e has 

been t o r e c a p t u r e l o s t r i d e r s h i p and drove the A u t h o r i t y 

i n c o n c e r t w i t h our p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h PennDOT, and so I 

t h i n k our f a r e s t r u c t u r e i n E r i e i s p r o b a b l y not 

c o n s i s t e n t w i t h what you'd seen i n the r e s t o f the S t a t e 

g i v e n the c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n E r i e over t h a t 30-year p e r i o d . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: I t h i n k you'd f i n d , and I'm 

s o r r y t o i n t e r r u p t you, but t h e r e are a l o t o f t r a n s i t 

systems t h a t are v e r y r e t i c e n t t o r a i s e t h e i r f a r e s . I've 

g o t t e n i n t o knock-down-drag-out f i g h t s w i t h a number o f 

them about what do you mean, you haven't r a i s e d f a r e s f o r 

9 y e a r s ? You know, you come t o the S t a t e and you want 

more money, more money, more money, and what are you d o i n g 

t o h e l p y o u r s e l f ? 

The q u e s t i o n i s t o a d j u s t f o r i n f l a t i o n , c a r r y i n g 

c o s t s , f u e l maintenance, l a b o r c o n t r a c t s , how o f t e n i s 

r e a s o n a b l e t o l o o k a t r a i s i n g l o c a l s h a r e d f a r e s ? 

MR. SOLENSKY: Not t o evade your q u e s t i o n , i t ' s 

r e a s o n a b l e t o l o o k a t r a i s i n g f a r e s e v e r y year r e l a t i v e t o 



30 

s h o u l d r a i s e f a r e s on average w i t h an economic s i t u a t i o n 

as i t i s , you know, would i n v o l v e me p r e d i c t i n g the 

economic downturns o r changes i n the economy and the 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g base i n E r i e and a l l the c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t h a t 

go i n t o t h a t , and i n a p e r f e c t w o r l d , you know, you might 

r a i s e f a r e s e v e r y year by 2 1/2 per c e n t , which i s the 

c o s t o f l i v i n g adjustment, and i f r i d e r s h i p i n c r e a s e s the 

whole time and p e o p l e are u t i l i z i n g the system and t h e y ' r e 

happy w i t h i t and t h e r e are -- more p e o p l e are 

m a t r i c u l a t i n g u s i n g buses and not u s i n g c a r s and 

c o n g e s t i o n i s n ' t a problem and p a r k i n g r a t e s are g o i n g up 

a c c o r d i n g l y , you know, i n a p e r f e c t w o r l d , t h a t ' s 

r e a s o n a b l e from a b u s i n e s s p e r s p e c t i v e . That's v e r y 

r e a s o n a b l e . 

A l l the c o u n t e r b a l a n c e s , a g a i n , the Rub i k ' s Cube 

e f f e c t , and your a s t u t e q u e s t i o n s r e l a t i v e t o , you know, 

f u e l usages and whether we want p e o p l e r i d i n g t r a n s i t 

i n s t e a d o f d r i v i n g t h e i r c a r s because we're u s i n g CNG 

v e h i c l e s and t h e y ' r e no l o n g e r u s i n g f o s s i l f u e l s , a l l 

those type o f t h i n g s s h o u l d be c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n the f a r e 

e q u a t i o n , and I'm t r u l y not t r y i n g t o evade your q u e s t i o n . 

In a p e r f e c t w o r l d w i t h 2 t o 3 per cent i n c r e a s e i n 
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MR. SOLENSKY: A n n u a l l y , but i n our w o r l d , w i t h 

a l l t h e s e o t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , t h a t ' s not r e a s o n a b l e 

whatsoever. I t ' s c e r t a i n l y not i n E r i e and I guess I'm 

not c a p a b l e o f s p e a k i n g on b e h a l f o f the c o u n t r y . 

I would t e l l you t h a t E r i e , P e n n s y l v a n i a , t h a t 

would d r i v e r i d e r s h i p i n t o the ground and c r e a t e 

tremendous problems f o r the f o l k s you're g o i n g t o hear 

f r o m an hour a f t e r I'm done, the f o l k s r e p a i r i n g b r i d g e s 

and roads and d o i n g t h i n g s downtown. 

I f E r i e were t o r a i s e f a r e s a t t h a t l e v e l , we would 

need j u s t beaucoups o f money t o improve roads i n the 

downtown ro a d a c c e s s , and the Bay F r o n t Highway would need 

m u l t i p l e a d d i t i o n a l new l a n e s , and I c o u l d go on and on 

r e l a t i v e t o l a n d use and the r o u t e s t o the u n i v e r s i t i e s 

and the whole 9 y a r d s . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Payne? 

REPRESENTATIVE PAYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

You're e n t i t l e d t o two words t o answer me back, and I 

swear t h a t you must have run f o r p u b l i c o f f i c e on a 

15-minute response w i t h o u t answering the q u e s t i o n . 

What year was the l a s t year you r a i s e d your f a r e ? 

G i v e me the y e a r . 
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guarantee you t h a t i t hasn't been 8 y e a r s t h a t p u b l i c 

t r a n s i t h asn't come i n t o the S t a t e and asked f o r more 

money. 

How many times -- and j u s t a number -- i n the l a s t 

20 y e a r s have you r a i s e d your f a r e s ? 

MR. SOLENSKY: I c a n ' t answer t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE PAYNE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Gentlemen, thank you v e r y 

much. I a p p r e c i a t e i t v e r y much. 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: Mr. Chairman, I j u s t want t o 

make a statement t o l e t everybody know t h a t n a t u r a l gas i s 

a f o s s i l f u e l . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you. Mr. Dennis 

H a m e i s t e r , B o a r d Member o f the P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e 

A s s o c i a t i o n o f Township S u p e r v i s o r s , PSATS, and I see t h a t 

Dave Senko i s w i t h him today. 

Gentlemen, whenever you're ready. Mr. H a m e i s t e r , 

y o u ' l l be the spokesman and you may p r o c e e d when you're 

ready, s i r , and you need t o speak i n t o a t l e a s t one o f the 

microphones t h e r e . F i v e m i n u t e s , s i r . 

MR. HAMEISTER: Chairman Markosek and members o f 

the House T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee and the House 
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an e x e c u t i v e b o a r d member f o r the P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e 

A s s o c i a t i o n . 

Thank you f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y t o be w i t h you. 

W i t h me i s D a v i d Senko, E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r o f our 

A s s o c i a t i o n . 

The A s s o c i a t i o n b e l i e v e s t h a t l o c a l r o a d s , S t a t e 

highways, and mass t r a n s i t comprise a s i n g l e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n network f o r the Commonwealth's t r a v e l i n g 

p u b l i c . P e n n s y l v a n i a has 117,000 t o t a l m i l e s o f roads and 

t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e s e are owned by l o c a l government. I t 

a l s o m a i n t a i n s more than 6400 l o c a l b r i d g e s over 20 f e e t . 

These l o c a l roads and b r i d g e s are a v i t a l l i n k i n 

our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n network and p r o v i d e c h i l d r e n w i t h s a f e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o s c h o o l , workers w i t h r e l i a b l e a c c e s s t o 

j o b s , p a t i e n t s w i t h t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o d o c t o r s , and farmers 

w i t h a means t o move food t o consumers a c r o s s the S t a t e 

and c o u n t r y . As such, the A s s o c i a t i o n b e l i e v e s t h a t l o c a l 

government i s an e s s e n t i a l p a r t n e r w i t h the S t a t e i n 

m a i n t a i n i n g our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system. 

L o c a l governments are r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 

maintenance and o p e r a t i o n o f t r a f f i c s i g n a l s on S t a t e 

roads but cannot r e c e i v e any f u n d i n g f o r t h i s 
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would h e l p us w i t h t h i s expense. However, we do not 

b e l i e v e t h a t i t would co v e r the c o s t o f maintenance and 

e l e c t r i c i t y . 

The maintenance o f d r a i n a g e s t r u c t u r e s on S t a t e 

highways has been a p o i n t o f c o n t e n t i o n w i t h 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s f o r some t i m e . I n s t e a d o f a c c e p t i n g 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r p e r m i t t e d s t r u c t u r e s i n i t s 

r i g h t - o f - w a y , PennDOT has attempted t o h o l d the 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r thes e s t r u c t u r e s . 

The A s s o c i a t i o n m a i n t a i n s t h a t PennDOT s h o u l d be 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r thes e f a c i l i t i e s . The c o s t t o r e p l a c e 

storm water d r a i n a g e p i p e s and i n l e t s i n one busy highway 

l o c a t e d i n f i v e C e n t r e County m u n i c i p a l i t i e s i s e s t i m a t e d 

at $15 m i l l i o n and the S t a t e wide e s t i m a t e t o do t h a t i s 

$250 m i l l i o n . 

In 2008, m u n i c i p a l i t i e s i n D i s t r i c t 1 spent $77.5 

m i l l i o n on l o c a l roads and b r i d g e s , y e t o n l y r e c e i v e d 

$21.5 m i l l i o n i n l i q u i d f u e l funds. D i s t r i c t 1 has 555 

l o c a l b r i d g e s o f which 44 per cent are c u r r e n t l y p o s t e d 

w i t h a weight l i m i t . 

Of a l l l o c a l b r i d g e s i n D i s t r i c t 1, 16 per cent are 

p o s t e d a t 10 tons o r l e s s and another 5.5 per cent are 
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F r a n k l i n Township, E r i e County, has an annual road 

budget o f $350,000. The Township needs t o r e p l a c e a p l a t e 

a r c h c r o s s p i p e t h a t w i l l c o s t $100,000. Other c r o s s p i p e s 

i n the Township need t o be r e p l a c e d , and t h e y w i l l c o s t 

$70,000. In a d d i t i o n , the Township must spend $120,000 

g r a v e l i n g i t s roads t h i s year j u s t t o m a i n t a i n the c u r r e n t 

t h i c k n e s s . 

F i n a l l y , the Township needs t o r e p l a c e a worn-out 

berm mower, backhoe, and t r u c k w i t h a combined v a l u e o f 

$180,000. 

In 2008, m u n i c i p a l i t i e s i n D i s t r i c t 10 spent $54.5 

m i l l i o n on l o c a l roads and b r i d g e s , y e t o n l y r e c e i v e d 

$17.5 m i l l i o n i n l i q u i d f u e l funds. A l s o , D i s t r i c t 10 has 

432 l o c a l b r i d g e s o f which 50 per cent are c u r r e n t l y 

p o s t e d . 

F a r m i n g t o n Township, C l a r i o n County, has been 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y impacted by the l a c k o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

f u n d i n g . F a r m i n g t o n has n e a r l y 56 m i l e s o f roads and i t s 

budget t i g h t e n s e v e r y y e a r . Because o f the r e d u c t i o n i n 

funds, the Township has had t o end i t s p a v i n g program f o r 

a c o u p l e y e a r s now. 

A d d i t i o n a l examples o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs i n 
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highways, and mass t r a n s i t comprise a s i n g l e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system and t h a t the Commonwealth must 

m a i n t a i n a p r e d i c t a b l e and r e l i a b l e method f o r t h i s 

f u n d i n g . 

PSATS has gone on r e c o r d s u p p o r t i n g a gas t a x , 

r e a l i g n i n g the cap on the o i l f r a n c h i s e t a x , t y i n g 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s r e g i s t r a t i o n fee t o the consumer p r i c e 

i n d e x and the use o f p u b l i c p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p s . 

We b e l i e v e t h a t the G e n e r a l Assembly s h o u l d a l s o 

t a k e a c t i o n t o reduce the number of S t a t e mandates t h a t 

i n c r e a s e the c o s t o f m a i n t a i n i n g t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

In c l o s i n g , the time f o r a c t i o n , t o t a k e a c t i o n i s 

now and PSATS s u p p o r t s l o c a l government, adequate f u n d i n g 

f o r i t s growth. 

I have a w h i t e paper from the C e n t r e Region C o u n c i l 

o f Governments t h a t expands on the Stormwater P o l i c y , and 

t h a t was d i s t r i b u t e d t o the Committee. 

Thank you f o r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y b e f o r e 

the Committee today and I w i l l attempt t o answer q u e s t i o n s 

i f you have any. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you. Any 
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you v e r y much. 

MR. HAMEISTER: Thank you, s i r . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Next i s the A s s o c i a t i o n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a C o n s t r u c t o r s , and we have Bob Latham, Mr. 

M i c h a e l P a l o , who w i l l a l s o be up here w i t h him, and Todd 

A r n o l d w i t h G l enn O. Hawbaker i s he r e . 

MR. LATHAM: Mr. Chairman, my name i s Bob Latham 

and I r e p r e s e n t an o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t r e p r e s e n t s highway 

c o n s t r u c t i o n companies. We t r y t o get our work done on 

time and under budget, and so i n the i n t e r e s t o f f a i r p l a y 

h ere, we're g o i n g t o a c c e l e r a t e our c o n s t r u c t i o n s c h e d u l e 

and get you back on t r a c k because t h a t ' s what we do. 

You have my w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y and I'm g o i n g t o h i t 

some o f the h i g h l i g h t s and then I'm g o i n g t o h o p e f u l l y 

r e s e r v e most o f our time f o r the gentlemen who are w i t h me 

who are a c t u a l l y i n the b u s i n e s s and can t a l k t o some r e a l 

w o r l d e x p e r i e n c e s . 

We're a l s o p a r t o f the Keystone F u n d i n g C o a l i t i o n , 

and t h a t ' s a r a t h e r broad-based c o a l i t i o n , some o f whom 

you would t h i n k are not v e r y much i n t e r e s t e d i n 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , but we have members such as the AAA, AARP, 

the H o s p i t a l A s s o c i a t i o n , and o t h e r s who are v e r y much 
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TAC, T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d v i s o r y Committee r e p o r t or the TAC 

r e p o r t , and t h e i r recommendations, and we endorse them. 

One of the t h i n g s t h a t we would l i k e t o get on the 

t a b l e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a i s t h a t we have a s i t u a t i o n where 

because of not i n v e s t i n g on a t i m e l y b a s i s , we have a $3.5 

b i l l i o n s h o r t f a l l . We're not t a l k i n g about b a c k i n g and 

f i l l i n g i n the money from A c t 44 as a r e s u l t o f a l o s s o f 

t o l l s . 

I f you were t o do t h a t , we have a s t u d y t h a t was 

commissioned by the American Road and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

B u i l d e r s Economics Department t h a t would show t h a t i f we 

i n c r e a s e d f u n d i n g t o t h a t e x t e n t , we would i n c r e a s e 

employment i n the Commonwealth by 50,000 j o b s or reduce 

unemployment i n the Commonwealth by 10 per cent and t h a t 

i s one o f the b e n e f i t s t h a t you would see as a r e s u l t o f 

t h a t k i n d o f an i n v e s t m e n t , and the t h i n g t h a t i s 

i n t e r e s t i n g about t h a t s t u d y i s f i r s t o f a l l , i t ' s the 

f i r s t time one t h a t ' s been P e n n s y l v a n i a s p e c i f i c , and 

s e c o n d l y , n e a r l y 60 per cent of those j o b s are not i n 

our i n d u s t r y . 

They're a c r o s s the board i n an economic spectrum 

anywhere from h e a l t h c a r e , m a n u f a c t u r i n g , t o r e t a i l 
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would hear i n C l a r i o n County a l o n e t h a t are i n v o l v e d i n 

t h a t r e p o r t , and we would have a v e r y p o s i t i v e impact on 

t h i s county and t h i s r e g i o n as w e l l , so we urge you t o 

c o n s i d e r some o f the downstream economic b e n e f i t s o f 

i n v e s t i n g i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c a p i t a l c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Thank you f o r your t i m e . 

MR. PALO: My name i s M i c h a e l P a l o . I'm the CEO o f 

F r a n c i s J . P a l o i n C l a r i o n , a l o c a l highway and b r i d g e 

c o n s t r u c t o r , and the employer o f about 200 l o c a l c r a f t s m e n 

and women. I am here t o v o i c e my t o t a l s u p p o r t f o r the 

p o s i t i o n s o f the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r i e s 

and the Keystone T r a n s p o r t a t i o n F u n d i n g C o a l i t i o n t h a t 

Bob mentioned and the c o n s t r u c t i o n program t h e y ' r e 

p r o p o s i n g . 

I am a l s o here as the employer o f 200 l o c a l 

c r a f t s m e n . I'm here t o t e l l you about t h e s e h a r d - w o r k i n g 

p e o p l e , mortgage p a y i n g , c a r and t r u c k b u y i n g n e i g h b o r s o f 

ours t h a t you see e v e r y day g o i n g t o work. 

There's 50 P a l o p i c k - u p s , more than 50, on the 

roads r i g h t now, and we're i n 6 d i f f e r e n t PennDOT 

d i s t r i c t s , 28 c o u n t i e s o f w e s t e r n and c e n t r a l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , w i t h an annual p a y r o l l o f over $10 m i l l i o n 
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the l o c a l economy f o r p u r c h a s e s o f c o n c r e t e , s t e e l r e b a r , 

which means more p e o p l e s t a y w o r k i n g . 

By the way, those p i c k - u p s were bought a t S e i d l e ' s 

and the t r u c k s are bought a t Hunter's or Z a c h e r l o r Shaw 

Mack. We buy equipment from C l e v e l a n d B r o t h e r s , Anderson, 

and Highway Equipment, and t h e s e are a l l l o c a l companies 

t h a t have l o c a l salesmen, l o c a l mechanics, and l o c a l 

p e o p l e here s u p p l y i n g l o c a l employment. 

We buy over a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s o f f u e l from S a t e r l y 

i n Punxsutawney, from Shortway F i l t e r i n R e y n o l d s v i l l e , 

and we buy g a s o l i n e f o r those p i c k - u p s a t Q u i k F i l l here i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a or we buy from Sheetz, a l o c a l employer. 

We purchase c o n c r e t e from Glenn, J & J , DuBrook, 

and M a r i o n C e n t e r , o t h e r c o n t r a c t s u p p l i e r s i n w e s t e r n and 

c e n t r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a . We keep the money t h a t ' s been spent 

here i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , a m i l l i o n pounds of r e b a r f a b r i c a t e d 

and f u r n i s h e d from F r a n k l i n , P e n n s y l v a n i a , a t T i t u s v i l l e 

F a b r i c a t o r s . 

We have 25 t o 30 l o c a l o wner/operator t r u c k d r i v e r s 

who are w o r k i n g e v e r y day on a P a l o j o b somewhere, l o c a l 

p e o p l e , l o c a l economies, f i x i n g t h e i r t r u c k s , k e e p i n g 

themselves employed, b u y i n g the f u e l f o r t h e i r t r u c k s f o r 
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t r a n s i t r e p a i r s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , and t h e r e are many 

tremendously c a p a b l e c o n s t r u c t i o n teams t o put t h a t work 

i n p l a c e r i g h t now. We have the p e o p l e . 

People b u i l d t h e s e p r o j e c t s , c o n s t r u c t i o n p e o p l e . 

Teams of c o n s t r u c t i o n p e o p l e b u i l d p r o j e c t s b e t t e r because 

t h e y work t o g e t h e r , and t h e y work more e f f i c i e n t l y , more 

s a f e l y , and t h e y w i l l produce a h i g h e r q u a l i t y p r o j e c t a t 

reduced c o s t s . 

E x p e r i e n c e d teams work even b e t t e r . I t t a k e s a 

l o n g time t o put e x p e r i e n c e d c o n s t r u c t i o n crews t o g e t h e r , 

and once c o n s t r u c t i o n crews are put t o g e t h e r , the s a v i n g s 

t h a t t h e y b r i n g back t o the Commonwealth a l l r e f l e c t i n 

our next b i d . 

Our c o s t on the l a s t j o b g e t s b e t t e r . I t g e t s 

c o m p e t i t i v e l y b i d on the next p r o j e c t , and a l l o f our work 

i s c o m p e t i t i v e l y b i d , so the Commonwealth reaps the 

b e n e f i t s o f e x p e r i e n c e d teams, p u t t i n g work i n p l a c e , and 

i t ' s b e t t e r than i t would i f t h e s e teams weren't i n 

p l a c e . 

These teams t a k e a l o n g time t o b u i l d , and i f 

t h e y ' r e t a k e n a p a r t , i t ' s g o i n g t o be a l o n g time u n t i l 

t h e y ' r e put t o g e t h e r . These p e o p l e are r e l i a b l e , proud of 
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w i l l i n g t o base t h e i r e n t i r e y e a r l y income on the PennDOT 

c o n s t r u c t i o n program, which i s t y p i c a l l y o n l y 8 or 9 

months o f the y e a r . They don't know y e t where t h e y ' l l be 

w o r k i n g , how l o n g the p r o j e c t may l a s t o r how f a r t h e y may 

t r a v e l , but t h e y w i l l work, and I gua r a n t e e you t h a t 

t h e y ' r e s i t t i n g by the phone i n the s p r i n g , w a i t i n g f o r 

t h a t phone c a l l . 

I t w i l l be a v e r y sad day i n P e n n s y l v a n i a f o r 

thousands o f good p e o p l e and s k i l l e d c o n s t r u c t i o n teams 

when t h a t phone c a l l doesn't come. T h i s w i l l t r i c k l e down 

to the p e o p l e t h a t work d i r e c t l y f o r us and a l l the 

a n c i l l a r y and s u b s i d i a r y p e o p l e t h a t keep employed t h r o u g h 

the c o n s t r u c t i o n programs now. 

Without a c o n t i n u i t y o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g , 

t h e s e e f f i c i e n t , e x p e r i e n c e d teams w i l l d i s s o l v e and move 

to a nother i n d u s t r y . C u r r e n t l y , the c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y 

has been a d d i n g t o i t s work f o r c e from those unemployed 

from o t h e r c l o s e d b u s i n e s s e s . 

From the b u s i n e s s owner's s t a n d p o i n t , i t i s 

d i f f i c u l t t o j u s t i f y and m a i n t a i n an e x p e n s i v e , c u r r e n t 

f l e e t w i t h o u t the p r o s p e c t o f a l o n g - t e r m , c o n t i n u o u s 

i n v e s t m e n t i n t o our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n systems. 
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r e p a i r s t o P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s a g i n g t r a n s p o r t a t i o n systems, 

urban and r u r a l , and t o d e l a y t a k i n g a c t i o n would be 

d i s r u p t i v e t o thousands o f l o c a l f a m i l i e s and a c t u a l l y 

d e f i e s l o g i c from a f i d u c i a r y s t a n d p o i n t . 

There i s r e a l v a l u e when l o o k i n g a t today's 

replacement c o s t s v e r s u s f u t u r e replacement c o s t , which 

a c c e l e r a t e s and p r o g r e s s i v e l y i n c r e a s e s t h a t b u i l d i n g the 

p r o j e c t s a t today's c o s t s i s v e r y j u s t i f i e d and more 

e c o n o m i c a l . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a needs a d e d i c a t e d , i n f l a t i o n a d j u s t e d 

f u n d i n g stream f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t h a t w i l l reduce the 

number o f d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s , f a i l i n g highways and t r a n s i t 

systems, a c o n t i n u o u s f u n d i n g stream t h a t w i l l a l l o w 

p r o j e c t s t o reduce c o n g e s t i o n and t o g e t you home s a f e l y 

and w i t h l e s s t r a v e l t i m e . 

That i s the message t h a t the c o n s t r u c t i o n p e o p l e 

who b u i l d the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o j e c t s t h a t we w i s h t o 

convey, and we thank you f o r t h a t o p p o r t u n i t y . 

MR. ARNOLD: My name i s Todd A r n o l d w i t h G l enn O. 

Hawbaker and I r e p r e s e n t a heavy c o n s t r u c t i o n company 

t h a t has almost 1300 employees employed a c r o s s the S t a t e 

o f P e n n s y l v a n i a , and j u s t t o summarize my thoughts and 
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f a c i l i t a t e an environment i n which b u s i n e s s can p r o s p e r 

and grow. The i n f r a s t r u c t u r e f a c i l i t i e s t h a t companies 

l i k e G l e nn O. Hawbaker and P a l o b u i l d are key elements i n 

p r o m o t i n g a good b u s i n e s s environment and u l t i m a t e l y 

f l o u r i s h i n g economy. 

The s i g n i f i c a n t r e d u c t i o n t h a t we're f a c i n g i n 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g w i t h the end o f s t i m u l u s money, the 

end o f A c t 44 money, i s not c o n s i s t e n t w i t h p r o m o t i n g a 

v i b r a n t economy i n the S t a t e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you v e r y much, 

Todd, and I c o u l d n ' t have summed i t up b e t t e r . I t ' s a l l 

about the economy. 

Any q u e s t i o n s . . . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e O b e r l a n d e r ? 

REPRESENTATIVE OBERLANDER: Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman, and t h i s i s s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r Mr. Latham. 

In your e a r l i e r t e s t i m o n y , you mentioned t h a t the 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l and the KTFC v i s i o n o f a 

21st c e n t u r y o f f e r some s u g g e s t i o n s n e a r l y d o u b l i n g the 

e x p e n d i t u r e o f the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

D i d t h e y l o o k a t any s p e c i f i c f u n d i n g s o u r c e s f o r 

t h a t f u n d i n g ? 
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t a x , which was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1981. There i s a cap on the 

o i l company f r a n c h i s e t a x c u r r e n t l y a t $1.25 p e r g a l l o n , 

and o b v i o u s l y , the c o s t o f f u e l i s much h i g h e r than t h a t 

i f you l o o k a t l i f t i n g t h a t cap and i n an i n f l a t i o n a r y 

measure. 

I f you l o o k a t the comparable r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s 

t h a t we have i n the Commonwealth, t h e y ' r e q u i t e low i n 

r e l a t i o n t o o t h e r a r e a s . Those are j u s t two ways t h a t you 

c o u l d g e t s t a r t e d w i t h t h a t . 

And then I would a l s o mention the f a c t t h a t from 

the Motor L i c e n s e Fund c u r r e n t l y more than $500 m i l l i o n 

i s b e i n g used t o pay f o r the o p e r a t i o n s o f the S t a t e 

P o l i c e . I n f a c t a l l o f the i n c r e a s e d c o s t s t o the S t a t e 

P o l i c e ' s budget over the l a s t 6 ye a r s have come from the 

Motor L i c e n s e Fund and z e r o has come from the G e n e r a l 

Fund. That's e q u i v a l e n t t o 9 c e n t s p e r g a l l o n o f the gas 

t a x . 

I t h i n k those 3 methods r i g h t t h e r e get you about 

h a l f w a y o r more than h a l f w a y t o the 2.5 b i l l i o n d o l l a r 

i n c r e a s e . 

REPRESENTATIVE OBERLANDER: Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you. Okay, 
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t h a t I've a t t e n d e d , I've heard some suggest t h a t we can 

w a i t because the F e d e r a l Government w i l l come t o our 

re s c u e and r e a u t h o r i z e the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n b i l l . 

Can you share w i t h us your o p i n i o n on what the 

l i k e l i h o o d i s o f t h a t r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n o c c u r r i n g ? 

MR. LATHAM: I would say t h a t the a c t i o n i n 

Washington on r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n i s d e p l o r a b l e a t b e s t . That 

b i l l was supposed t o be r e a u t h o r i z e d a year ago. The 

Senate d i d n ' t even a c t on g e t t i n g any s t a f f work put 

t o g e t h e r . 

On the House s i d e , Chairman O b e r s t a r has 

l e g i s l a t i o n ready t o go t h a t would i n f a c t i n c r e a s e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g as was recommended by s e v e r a l 

commissions and so on and so f o r t h , but the b i g problem 

now i s t h a t i t i s not a p r i o r i t y , and the Obama 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has i n f a c t i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e y t h i n k i t 

can w a i t f o r another 18 months. 

We s i m p l y have t o tak e m a t t e r s i n t o our own hands 

here i n P e n n s y l v a n i a and not w a i t f o r Washington t o b a i l 

us o u t . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: Thank you v e r y much. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
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I a c t u a l l y worked w i t h the f o l k s a t Hawbaker over 

the y e a r s , and something t h a t i s not a d i r e c t ask f o r 

money, but i t ' s c e r t a i n l y a r e d i r e c t i o n o f our r e s o u r c e s 

and a c o s t i n f l a t e r f o r your p r o j e c t s , and t h a t would be 

some undue e n v i r o n m e n t a l r e g u l a t i o n s and h u r d l e s which 

your company has had t o jump th r o u g h and c o n t i n u e s t o jump 

thr o u g h t o get your p l a n s g o i n g and t o get your p r o j e c t s 

under way. 

I wanted t o know i f any o f you c o u l d comment on 

those t y p e s o f t h i n g s t h a t we s h o u l d be d o i n g t o decrease 

the c o s t o f g e t t i n g p r o j e c t s completed. 

MR. LATHAM: I ' l l make a b r i e f comment on t h a t . I f 

you l o o k a t the t i m e l i n e f o r a t y p i c a l , what I would c a l l 

more than j u s t a p a v i n g p r o j e c t , a major r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 

p r o j e c t , o b v i o u s l y , we have t o p e r f o r m t h e s e p r o j e c t s w i t h 

a l l due s e n s i t i v i t y and a t t e n t i o n t o the environment and 

not d i s r u p t the environment, not d i s r u p t streams, not 

d i s r u p t the la n d s c a p e as much as p o s s i b l e . 

And i t s DEP's j o b and some o f the o t h e r a g e n c i e s t o 

make sure t h a t t h a t happens, but 75 p e r cent o f the 

t i m e l i n e from when a p r o j e c t i s okayed, I guess, i f you 

w i l l , on a 4-year TIP t o the a c t u a l c o m p l e t i o n o f the 
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o f c o n s t r u c t i o n from a d v e r t i s i n g t o award and g e t t i n g 

those j o b s done on the d e s i g n and c o n s t r u c t i o n s i d e . I 

would say t h a t a n y t h i n g you c o u l d do t o e i t h e r h e l p DEP i n 

terms of s t a f f i n g o r s t r e a m l i n i n g or something, you know, 

because we hear j u s t l i k e from o t h e r a g e n c i e s , we don't 

have enough p e o p l e t o p r o c e s s the p e r m i t s and so on and 

so f o r t h . That p e r m i t t i n g p r o c e s s does t a k e q u i t e some 

ti m e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P y l e ? 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and 

Mr. Latham, you're always a p l e a s u r e t o work w i t h and Mr. 

P a l o , and I t r u l y a p p r e c i a t e the work of h i r i n g , and I 

don't want t o b e l a b o r the Committee, and I a p p r e c i a t e 

Hawbaker as w e l l . 

There i s an i s s u e p e n d i n g , and I b e l i e v e Chairman 

H u t c h i s o n i s on t h a t r i g h t now, House B i l l 2405, t h a t can 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n c r e a s e the c o s t o f a s p h a l t and b u i l d i n g 

m a t e r i a l s , and i f I c o u l d grab you o u t s i d e t h i s m eeting 

l a t e r , t h a t would be h e l p f u l . 

MR. LATHAM: Sure. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you. A l l r i g h t , 

gentlemen, thank you v e r y much. 
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h e a r i n g s . Mike i s i n the b u i l d i n g somewhere . . . okay, 

h i , M i ke. 

Next we have the American C o n c r e t e Pavement 

A s s o c i a t i o n , and Mr. C l a y S t a h l , Mr. Tom Hunt, and Mr. 

Mark Snyder. 

C h i l d r e n ' s H o s p i t a l s u b m i t t e d t e s t i m o n y f o r the 

r e c o r d . 

MR. HUNT: Good a f t e r n o o n . I would l i k e t o thank 

the members o f the House T r a n s p o r t a t i o n and P o l i c y 

Committees f o r a l l o w i n g me t o t e s t i f y a t t h i s h e a r i n g . 

My name i s Tom Hunt and I'm the S e n i o r S a l e s 

Manager i n we s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a f o r Cemex, which i s a 

world-wide p r o d u c e r o f cement, ready-mix c o n c r e t e , and 

ag g r e g a t e s . W i t h me today i s Dr. Mark Snyder, who i s 

the V i c e P r e s i d e n t o f the P e n n s y l v a n i a C h a p t e r o f the 

American C o n c r e t e Pavement A s s o c i a t i o n , and my company i s 

a l s o r e p r e s e n t e d on the Board o f D i r e c t o r s o f the 

A s s o c i a t i o n . 

Cemex, an Energy S t a r t P a r t n e r , today employs 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 70 l o c a l men and women a t our cement 

t e r m i n a l s l o c a t e d i n Wampum and N e v i l l e I s l a n d , 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , and a t a c o n c r e t e p r o d u c t s p l a n t i n 
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i n the highway c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

h i g h e r than f o r the r e s t o f the s o c i e t y . Our economy i s 

s t u m b l i n g and we c o n t i n u e t o l o s e some of our b r i g h t e s t 

c o l l e g e g r a d u a t e s as t h e y move t o o t h e r S t a t e s where j o b s 

and o t h e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s are more p l e n t i f u l . We cannot 

c o n t i n u e down t h i s p a t h . 

F o r l o n g - t e r m , s u s t a i n e d growth i n our economy, we 

f i r s t need t o put our highway i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and 

P e n n s y l v a n i a workers back on the road t o r e c o v e r y . We 

need l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t p r o v i d e s a l o n g - t e r m s o l u t i o n t o the 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g c r i s i s . The T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

C o n s t r u c t i o n I n d u s t r i e s and the Keystone C o a l i t i o n 

e s t i m a t e t h a t P e n n s y l v a n i a needs $4.8 b i l l i o n annual 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e program t o s u p p o r t t h i s 

l e v e l o f f u n d i n g as w e l l as the development of a 

r e a s o n a b l e , r e l i a b l e p l a n f o r a c h i e v i n g t h i s f u n d i n g i n 

the f u t u r e . 

What can we a c c o m p l i s h w i t h a l o n g - t e r m f u n d i n g 

s o l u t i o n t o fund our i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ? 

We can get away from the s h o r t - t e r m " b a n d - a i d " 

f i x e s and i n c l u d e a mix o f medium-term and l o n g - t e r m f i x e s 

as p a r t o f our approaches t o a s s e t and pavement 
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s o l u t i o n i s but one a l t e r n a t i v e approach t o the 

c o n v e n t i o n a l s h o r t - t e r m f i x e s g e n e r a l l y used. 

With a l o n g - t e r m f u n d i n g s o l u t i o n , we can a l s o make 

a commitment t o l o n g - t e r m i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s o l u t i o n s . The 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d v i s o r y Committee s t a t e d t h a t c l o s i n g the 

f u n d i n g gap w i l l a l l o w pavements t o be improved t h a t were 

on a 50-year c y c l e w i t h a p p r o p r i a t e i n t e r i m t r e a t m e n t s . 

We r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h i s i s a b i g s t e p i n the r i g h t 

d i r e c t i o n , but why l i m i t o u r s e l v e s t o 50-year c y c l e s f o r 

pavements w i t h i n t e r i m t r e a t m e n t s , e s p e c i a l l y when we hear 

t a l k about 75 and 100-year b r i d g e s ? Why connect those 

l o n g - l i f e b r i d g e s w i t h pavements t h a t are d e s i g n e d w i t h 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y s h o r t e r l i v e s ? 

F o r t h i s r e a s o n and o t h e r s , t h e r e are S t a t e s t h a t 

have developed and implemented high-performance p a v i n g 

s p e c i f i c a t i o n s t h a t are i n t e n d e d t o r e s u l t i n pavements 

t h a t l a s t f o r 60 ye a r s and l o n g e r w i t h m i n i m a l maintenance 

and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . These S t a t e s have found t h a t i t o f t e n 

c o s t s l e s s than 10 p e r cent more i n i t i a l l y t o more than 

double the l i f e o f the pavement. 

T h i s i s the k i n d o f i n v e s t m e n t t h a t we can 

unde r t a k e w i t h a l o n g - t e r m f u n d i n g s o l u t i o n . T h i s 
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zones a l o n g w i t h work z o n e - r e l a t e d a c c i d e n t s and 

f a t a l i t i e s . Long-term, s u s t a i n a b l e s o l u t i o n s t o the 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e w i l l h e l p us make the b e s t use o f our 

n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s . 

With a l o n g - t e r m s o l u t i o n t o the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

f u n d i n g c r i s i s and a commitment t o in v e s t m e n t i n l o n g - l i f e 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e p r o j e c t s , p e o p l e w i l l be put back t o work 

i m m e d i a t e l y , and the r e s u l t i n g improvements i n 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n e f f i c i e n c y and reduced c o n g e s t i o n w i l l pay 

d i v i d e n d s t o P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s economy f o r g e n e r a t i o n s t o 

come. 

Thank you f o r g i v i n g me t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak 

and I ' l l be happy t o answer any q u e s t i o n s . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, thank you, any 

q u e s t i o n s ? 

(No r e s p o n s e ) 

You d i d such a g r e a t j o b and you've come t o a l l o f 

our h e a r i n g s , and we a p p r e c i a t e i t and thank you v e r y 

much. 

MR. HUNT: Thank you v e r y much. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, Mr. Steve 

S c h r e c e n g o s t , G r e a t e r P e n n s y l v a n i a R e g i o n a l C o u n c i l o f 
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MR. SCHRECENGOST: H e l l o , e v e r y o n e . I ' l l be s h o r t 

and s w e et. 

I work f o r the Heavy Highway C a r p e n t e r s ' U nion and 

I'm a C o u n c i l Rep. We have over a thousand c a r p e n t e r s , 

men and women, i n our L o c a l t h a t make t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d 

f r o m b u i l d i n g b r i d g e s and w o r k i n g on the r o a d s . 

Our c a r p e n t e r s work s e a s o n a l f r o m s p r i n g t o f a l l . 

F o r t h e s e c a r p e n t e r s , t h e y are the br e a d w i n n e r s o f t h e i r 

f a m i l i e s . I've worked c o n s t r u c t i o n f o r 25 y e a r s . I t ' s a 

good c a r e e r as l o n g as we keep h a v i n g f u n d i n g and work. 

We a l s o have a t r a i n i n g a p p r e n t i c e s h i p program w i t h 

b o t h b e i n g good f o r , w i t h work b e i n g good f o r the l a s t few 

y e a r s , we've h e l p e d a l o t o f men and women t h a t have l o s t 

t h e i r j o b s because o f the economy. Up around C l a r i o n , 

i t ' s been the t r a i l e r f a c t o r i e s , and down my way, around 

Armstrong County, we've had E l g e r , a l o t o f machine shops 

have been s l o w . 

We took a l o t o f the s e good men and women and got 

them i n our f o u r - y e a r a p p r e n t i c e s h i p p rogram. In our 

a p p r e n t i c e s h i p program, t h e y go t o s c h o o l one month a year 

i n the w i n t e r when t h e y ' r e l a i d o f f and then i n the 

summers, th e y work, t h e y t r a i n , and th e y get p a i d w h i l e 
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j o b s . 

I f we don't have f u n d i n g and work get s bad, we have 

a chance o f l o s i n g a l o t o f good, t r a i n e d and e x p e r i e n c e d 

c a r p e n t e r s , foremen, and most o f a l l companies. 

I'd l i k e t o ta k e a q u i c k second t o thank PennDOT 

f o r the g r e a t j o b th e y d i d w i t h a l l the s t i m u l u s money, 

g e t t i n g a l l t h e s e j o b s , s h o v e l ready, and e v e r y t h i n g went 

smooth, and t h e r e ' s a l o t o f good work out t h e r e . 

A l o t o f p e o p l e don't r e a l i z e t h i s , but I h i t a l o t 

o f j o b s and I see decks t h a t t h e y t a k e o f f and i t ' s j u s t 

c r u m b l i n g . There's a l l t h e s e b r i d g e s and th e y need f i x e d , 

and w i t h the f u n d i n g , we can do i t . 

With the c o r r e c t r e s u l t o f e x t r a s t i m u l u s money, 

our j o b s have i n c r e a s e d 30 per c e n t , so i f t o l l i n g I-80 or 

gas t a x , whatever i t t a k e s t o keep us i n f u n d i n g , we need 

to keep f i x i n g our d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s and highways. 

I j u s t r e a d an a r t i c l e not l o n g ago t h a t s a i d our 

b r i d g e s was ranked a "C" i n w e s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a . That's 

o n l y because we've been a f t e r i t f i x i n g them. I f we don't 

come up w i t h the f u n d i n g , i t ' s not l o n g b e f o r e you're down 

to a "D" or an "F." 

Thank you. 
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REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: I don't see any hands. 

You d i d a g r e a t j o b and I thank you f o r coming. 

MR. SCHRECENGOST: Okay, thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Next i s P e n n s y l v a n i a 

Chamber o f B u s i n e s s and I n d u s t r y . We have Mr. P e t e r 

Rigney, G e n e r a l Manager o f S c r u b g r a s s G e n e r a t i o n . 

Go ahead, Pete, and you can i d e n t i f y your p a r t n e r 

t h e r e , p l e a s e . 

MR. RIGNEY: T h i s i s Mr. A l e x Rahn. He's one o f 

my A s s o c i a t e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, gentlemen, you have 

5 mi n u t e s . You may pr o c e e d . 

MR. RIGNEY: Good a f t e r n o o n , gentlemen, Chairman 

Markosek and o t h e r s on t h i s p a n e l . I s u b m i t t e d my w r i t t e n 

t e s t i m o n y and t h e r e ' s some b o i l e r p l a t e i n t h a t . 

I run the S c r u b g r a s s G e n e r a t i n g P l a n t l o c a t e d i n 

Venango County i n R e p r e s e n t a t i v e H u t c h i s o n ' s d i s t r i c t . 

We're a waste c o a l b u r n e r . We c l e a n up the gob p i l e s , and 

i f you drove a c r o s s I-80 today, you saw some o f the 

remnants o f t h a t w i t h the orange ooze coming i n t o the 

highway i n c e r t a i n s p o t s . 

We've been a t i t s i n c e 1993 w i t h the S c r u b g r a s s 
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l o c a t e d i n C l e a r f i e l d County a t a waste c o a l s i t e we have 

out t h e r e , which i s an o l d gob p i l e up t h e r e . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , we ta k e c o a l from the R e n t i n p i l e i n 

Plumborough i n the Chairman's d i s t r i c t , and i t s t a r t e d 

out, I b e l i e v e , a t c l o s e t o 20 m i l l i o n tons o f gob. T h i s 

i s the a c i d mine d r a i n a g e problem t h a t the whole S t a t e 

d e a l s w i t h and i t ' s one o f about 14 p l a n t s l o c a t e d i n the 

S t a t e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a almost a l l o f which t r a n s p o r t t h e i r 

f u e l by t r u c k , and some are c l o s e r , some are f a r t h e r . 

In our case, our f a r t h e s t s i t e i s the C l e a r f i e l d 

s i t e , which i s 93 m i l e s , so t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s o f v i t a l 

i m portance t o us. 

One t h i n g I would l i k e t o say i s t h a t around here 

as a Chamber, our views r e p r e s e n t S c r u b g r a s s G e n e r a t i n g 

and not n e c e s s a r i l y those o f the Chamber j u s t so t h a t ' s 

c l e a r . 

We went t h r o u g h the b a t t l e s on I-80 t o l l i n g , which 

p i t t e d one p a r t o f the c i t y a g a i n s t the o t h e r , and we hope 

t h a t we don't have t o r e v i s i t t h a t a g a i n . I n our case, 

t h a t would have c o s t our company over $300,000 a year had 

t h a t gone t h r o u g h . 

What I would l i k e t o get t o though i s the 
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b u s i n e s s , and i n the case o f b u s i n e s s , t h a t ' s done w i t h 

l i t t l e o r no n o t i c e . The s i g n s go up, the p o l i c e are 

p o s t e d , and t i c k e t s are w r i t t e n . 

For b u s i n e s s , i t can be s u b s t a n t i a l , and j u s t as a 

co u p l e o f r e a l l i f e examples, we had one b r i d g e down i n 

Westmoreland County, Route 366. I t was g o i n g t o be 

p o s t e d . I t was p o s t e d and we r e - r o u t e d our t r u c k s mid 

day. 

The c o s t o f t h a t r e - r o u t i n g over a two-year p e r i o d 

would have been $750,000 t o our company a l o n e . One 

company was l o o k i n g a t $14,000 a month. 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , when PennDOT i s p e r m i t t i n g o r g e t t i n g 

t o do work, t h e y ' l l p u l l s p e c i a l p e r m i t s . We have 

p e r m i t t e d heavy h a u l s . When th e y p u l l e d those p e r m i t s i n 

most r e c e n t c a s e s , we had t o r e a p p l y f o r those p e r m i t s 

even though t h e y were j u s t o b t a i n e d over the yea r , and 

depending on where the t r u c k came on l i n e , t h e y would 

have t o get new p e r m i t s as i f th e y never had a p e r m i t 

b e f o r e . 

Now t o PennDOT's c r e d i t , the l a s t time we've had 

i t , t h e y are t r y i n g t o suspend them f o r the time the work 

i s b e i n g done and t h a t we a p p r e c i a t e . 
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a c t i o n s on b u s i n e s s . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , t h e r e was one b r i d g e i n B u t l e r County 

which r e - r o u t e d our t r u c k s from about Route 38 t o Route 8. 

The d e - r a t i n g was a 15,000 l b . d e - r a t i n g . We c o u l d h a u l 

95,000 and th e y d e - r a t e d i t t o 80,000. That change a l o n e 

i n c r e a s e d our c o s t by $150,000 a y e a r . A g a i n , good 

i n t e n t i o n s , u l t r a c o n s e r v a t i v e , I b e l i e v e , e v a l u a t i o n 

c r i t e r i a . 

A f t e r what happened i n the Midwest, and I don't 

blame the c i v i l e n g i n e e r s t h a t are p u t t i n g t h e i r PE stamps 

on t h e s e t h i n g s f o r d e - r a t i n g b r i d g e s v e r y q u i c k l y , but 

some b e t t e r c o o r d i n a t i o n f o r p r i v a t e / p u b l i c f u n d i n g 

between th e s e and l e t t i n g b u s i n e s s e s know t h a t have h a u l s 

on those roads, and I'm not sure how we go about t h a t . I f 

t h e r e ' s s p e c i a l p e r m i t s , t h a t ' s easy t o do. With the 

o t h e r ones, i t ' s l e s s easy t o do. 

But i n the case o f the Westmoreland b r i d g e , we met 

at the b r i d g e , and i t c o s t $7,000 i n m a t e r i a l s , the b r i d g e 

was t e m p o r a r i l y r e p a i r e d , and i t was f i x e d , and i n d u s t r y 

was g l a d t o s t e p up because we do an economic a n a l y s i s . 

How much i s the a l t e r n a t i v e t o d o i n g t h i s ? 

G r a n t e d , we c o u l d be opening o u r s e l v e s up, you 
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There i s not a b o t t o m l e s s p i t o f money and i n d u s t r y 

c a n ' t c o n t i n u e t o r e a c t e v e r y t i m e a b r i d g e s i g n goes up, 

so w i t h t h a t , I ' l l end my statement and ta k e any q u e s t i o n s 

t h a t you may have. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G e i s t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: I would l i k e t o thank you 

f o r the t e s t i m o n y because a l l over the S t a t e , we have been 

h e a r i n g about the c o s t o f d e t o u r s , and when B i l l g e t s up 

here and shows the map w i t h a l l the green s t a r s on i t and 

we get the l i s t i n t h i s r e g i o n o f the S t a t e w i t h a l l the 

3-ton and 10-ton l i m i t s , t h e r e ' s a consequence t o i t , 

whether i t ' s the m i l k t r u c k o r the o i l t r u c k o r i n some 

cases a l a r g e r ambulance o r the s c h o o l bus t h a t has t o 

st o p and the k i d s walk a c r o s s f i r s t . There are r e a l t r u e 

consequences, and Mike C a r r o l l asked a q u e s t i o n o f the one 

t h a t k i n d o f f l o o r e d me because some o f t h e s e , t h e r e 

a r e n ' t any d e t o u r s because t h a t b r i d g e i s the o n l y way 

i n and out o f the V a l l e y , and we've been t r y i n g t o d r i v e 

t h a t home and I thought you d i d an e x c e l l e n t j o b o f i t 

today. 

MR. RIGNEY: Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , Chairman 
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because I'm not sure I u n d e r s t a n d something. 

The f i r s t t h i n g you s a i d was t h a t t o l l i n g on I-80 

would have c o s t you $300,000 a year? 

MR. RIGNEY: Had the t o l l s gone t h r o u g h . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: W e l l , as I u n d e r s t o o d i t , 

the way the t o l l i n g p r o p o s a l was, you would have been a b l e 

to d r i v e a hundred m i l e s on I-80 w i t h o u t p a y i n g a t o l l 

because anybody who was l o c a l would have had t o a t l e a s t 

pass t h r o u g h one, and t h e y would have passe d t h r o u g h one 

t o l l i n g s t a t i o n w i t h o u t p a y i n g t o l l . 

MR. RIGNEY: When we had t o run our a n a l y s i s on 

the impact o f t h a t , t h e r e was -- we had t o use the b a s i c 

T u r n p i k e m i l e a g e f e e s c a l c u l a t e d from e x i t t o e x i t , 

e n t r a n c e t o e x i t , and t h a t ' s what we based i t on. 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: But t h a t wasn't the 

p r o p o s a l . 

MR. RIGNEY: I t would have been c l o s e t o t h a t by 

the time we were done, I b e l i e v e . I c a n ' t say t h a t f o r 

s u r e , but when i t s t a r t e d up on the 3 b a t t l e s we had over 

t h a t , i t was a p p r o a c h i n g t h a t number f o r us on the amount 

of m a t e r i a l s we were h a u l i n g and t r a c t o r t r a i l e r s . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: Okay. As I u n d e r s t a n d the 
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a f t e r one t o l l i n g b o o t h . 

MR. RIGNEY: And our t r u c k s have Nevada p l a t e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: A h a ! So you're not p a y i n g 

any t a x e s on the r e g i s t r a t i o n o f the v e h i c l e -¬

MR. RIGNEY: No, no, t h a t ' s not t r u e , s i r . I t ' s 

p a i d on the f u e l . The f u e l i s bought i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: You don't pay r e g i s t r a t i o n 

f e e s on your t r u c k s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a ? 

MR. RIGNEY: I t ' s an apportionment. We c o n t r a c t 

w i t h the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n company. I t ' s a l o n g - t e r m 

c o n t r a c t . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: You don't r e g i s t e r the 

t r u c k s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a ? 

MR. RIGNEY: They're I n t e r s t a t e t r u c k s . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: Aha, okay. There's a l o o p 

h o l e t h e r e , f o l k s . 

MR. RIGNEY: I t i s not a l o o p h o l e , s i r . You 

s t i l l get the money. The m i l e s t h e y d r i v e i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , t h e y pay the P e n n s y l v a n i a apportionment so 

t h e y have t o pay. There's no Get Out o f J a i l F r e e C a r d . 

Nobody get s a f r e e r i d e . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: So you're p a y i n g a 
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100 per cent o f the time g e t s t o get t h a t f r e e pass a c r o s s 

the t o l l i n g b o o t h . 

MR. RIGNEY: F a i r i s f a i r , you know, depending on 

whatever t o l l s get s e t up. I f we want t o l l s , t hen t o l l 

P i t t s b u r g h and P h i l a d e l p h i a , and then o f cou r s e t h a t 

a f f e c t s p e o p l e on mass t r a n s i t because i t w i l l be too 

e x p e n s i v e t o d r i v e and y o u ' l l s o l v e two problems. 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: That's my next q u e s t i o n , I 

guess. The p a r t t h a t I c a n ' t f i g u r e out i s the roads i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a t h a t g e nerate the most l i q u i d f u e l t a x are 

the ones t h a t have the h i g h e s t amount o f t r a f f i c on them. 

So, f o r i n s t a n c e , I-95, which runs t h r o u g h 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , has 180,000 c a r s a day, and t h a t g e n e r a t e s 

on a p er m i l e b a s i s a thousand times more l i q u i d f u e l t a x 

than a r o a d t h a t g e t s 1800 c a r s a day. 

Would you agree w i t h t h a t ? 

MR. RIGNEY: Okay, so what i s your p o i n t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: So I guess my q u e s t i o n then 

i s why would we then add a d d i t i o n a l t o l l s on a r o a d t h a t 

a l r e a d y g e n e r a t e s a l o t o f l i q u i d f u e l t a x w i t h i t ? 

Wouldn't i t make more sense t o t o l l roads t h a t have fewer 

c a r s on i t ? 
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t r a v e l on -¬

MR. RIGNEY: I f you want t o be f a i r , I t h i n k a 

r e g i s t r a t i o n fee would be f a i r which spreads i t a c r o s s 

everybody i n the S t a t e , so t h a t you share as w e l l as i f 

you l o o k a t the management p r a c t i c e s o f a l l the a g e n c i e s 

t h a t are r e q u e s t i n g t h i s money. 

One of the o t h e r p r e s e n t e r s t a l k e d about r e p l a c i n g 

equipment at 9 y e a r s , and I can t e l l you i n i n d u s t r y , the 

f i r s t t h i n g you u s u a l l y get from a m a n u f a c t u r e r i s we're 

not g o i n g t o s u p p o r t t h i s p i e c e o f equipment. 

In my case a t a power p l a n t , t h e y t o l d us 10 y e a r s 

ago t h a t t h e y ' r e not g o i n g t o s u p p o r t our c o n t r o l s y s t e m . 

I s a i d , f i n e , thank you v e r y much. We're not g o i n g t o buy 

a new one. 

We're s t i l l r u n n i n g w i t h t h a t same c o n t r o l system 

and i t ' s a p p r o a c h i n g 20 y e a r s o l d beyond t h a t now, and 

we're making i t work because we get spare p a r t s from 

o t h e r s . We don't j u s t a c c e p t what the m a n u f a c t u r e r says 

or what someone p u t s a s t a n d a r d on, you know, f o r which, 

you know, t h e y have an i n t e r e s t i n s e l l i n g you a p r o d u c t , 

so -¬

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: I guess the q u e s t i o n I have 
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put t o l l i n g , t hen do i t throughout the S t a t e . You know, 

i f you're g o i n g t o do i t , i f you d i d i t throughout the 

e n t i r e S t a t e , f i r s t o f a l l , the e n t i r e Commonwealth, you 

c o u l d lower -- you know, everybody pays a l i t t l e as 

opposed t o some p a y i n g a l o t . 

My c o n c e r n i s t h a t you've got a s m a l l p l a n t t h a t i s 

g e t t i n g a $300,000 b i l l . I f I went t o P h i l a d e l p h i a and 

went t o a t r u c k i n g f i r m and s a i d , oh, by the way, I want 

another $300,000 p l u s I'm t a k i n g $150,000 because I'm 

r e - r o u t i n g your t r u c k s , I t h i n k you'd hear a human c r y 

from them. 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: See, I'm not from 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , but I use the P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i k e a l o t , 

and the l a s t time I drove t o P h i l a d e l p h i a , which i s about 

80 m i l e s away from me, I p a i d a $3.25 t o l l t o d r i v e on the 

T u r n p i k e t o get t o P h i l a d e l p h i a , and my t r u c k g e t s about 

15 m i l e s t o the g a l l o n , so I bought 5 g a l l o n s o f gas t o 

get t h e r e , and I p a i d an a d d i t i o n a l $3.25, which i f I put 

t h a t i n terms o f a gas t a x , i t would have been about 60 

c e n t s a g a l l o n t o get t h e r e . 

Now today, I drove l o n g e r than t h a t on I-80 and I 

d i d n ' t have t o pay a n y t h i n g and I'm t r y i n g t o f i g u r e out 
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or a t o l l f r e e r o a d back when Eisenhower s t a r t e d i t , and 

the T u r n p i k e was supposed t o go out o f b u s i n e s s when i t 

was b u i l t when i t was p a i d o f f f o r i t s bonds, but somehow 

remains, and t h a t ' s an i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t . 

Why i s something t h a t was supposed t o -- i f you 

l o o k a t the o r i g i n a l documents, I b e l i e v e t h e y say we're 

g o i n g t o go away. I t never went away. 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: We use the t o l l s on the 

P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i k e t o fund roads a l l a c r o s s the S t a t e . 

Are you s u g g e s t i n g t h a t we remove the t o l l s from the 

P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i k e ? 

MR. RIGNEY: I s the c a p i t a l bond p a i d o f f ? 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: Y e a h . 

MR. RIGNEY: What was the o r i g i n a l g e n e s i s o f the 

Tu r n p i k e Committee? 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, thank y o u . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e L o n g i e t t i ? 

REPRESENTATIVE LONGIETTI: Thank you, M r . 

C h a i r m a n . Thank you f o r your t e s t i m o n y and I u n d e r s t a n d 

your t e s t i m o n y and I l i s t e n e d t o the o r a l v e r s i o n , and i t 

appears t h a t you b e l i e v e , and I t h i n k i t ' s t r u e , t h a t we 

have a v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t f u n d i n g need i n P e n n s y l v a n i a when 
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we're p a s t t h a t a t t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e . 

In your t e s t i m o n y you mentioned t h a t i n c r e a s e s i n 

v e h i c l e r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s and a gas t a x p o t e n t i a l l y i s a 

more f a i r s o l u t i o n . 

Are you a b l e t o t e l l us today what you b e l i e v e i s a 

f a i r i n c r e a s e i n the gas t a x and/or the r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s 

so t h a t we can meet t h i s f u n d i n g need t h a t you've 

i d e n t i f i e d i n your t e s t i m o n y ? 

MR. RIGNEY: No, s i r , I c a n ' t . What I base t h a t 

on i s a s i m p l e n o t i o n t h a t i t ' s a S t a t e - w i d e problem and 

i t ' s a S t a t e - w i d e s o l u t i o n , and i n the l a s t event, t o p i t 

one p a r t o f the S t a t e a g a i n s t another p a r t o f the S t a t e 

was d e c i s i v e . I t went nowhere, and what would be 

r e a s o n a b l e -- I t h i n k i f i t was f a i r l y a c r o s s the S t a t e , 

whatever the number comes up t o be based on the need, 

I don't t h i n k t h a t we c o u l d argue t h a t i f i t ' s f a i r l y 

a p p l i e d . 

REPRESENTATIVE LONGIETTI: I c e r t a i n l y a p p r e c i a t e 

t h a t and a gas t a x and r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s are a c r o s s the 

board, a c r o s s the S t a t e , and I know I'm s t e a l i n g a l i t t l e 

b i t o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a r r o l l ' s thunder from p r e v i o u s 

h e a r i n g s and he's done an e x c e l l e n t j o b a t p u t t i n g out, 
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s t e p up and say, you know, t h i s i s what the Chamber 

s u p p o r t s , and I know t o some degree, the Chamber has done 

t h a t , but t o r e a l l y q u a n t i f y i t and say, you know, we 

sup p o r t X c e n t s a g a l l o n on the gas t a x or an i n c r e a s e o f 

X i n the r e g i s t r a t i o n fee because a f t e r a l l , you're a s k i n g 

us t o v o t e on t h a t and we need -- R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a r r o l l 

has made t h i s p o i n t time and a g a i n a t the h e a r i n g s , you 

know, t h a t we need p a r t n e r s t o s t a n d w i t h us i f we're 

g o i n g t o do some heavy l i f t i n g here and come out and say 

t h a t our membership s u p p o r t s t h i s and we w i l l s t a n d w i t h 

you and we w i l l go t o the p u b l i c and say t h i s i s what 

needs t o be done because o t h e r w i s e , i t ' s h a r d t o get the 

j o b done, and I t h i n k your t e s t i m o n y does r e c o g n i z e the 

need, and I b e l i e v e t h a t the need i s t h e r e t o f i x our 

roads and b r i d g e s . 

MR. RIGNEY: P e r s o n a l l y , I've l i v e d i n 6 S t a t e s and 

I p a i d a l o t more f o r c a r r e g i s t r a t i o n . I've p a i d somewhat 

l e s s i n o t h e r p l a c e s , but m a i n l y more, and I have t o say 

t h a t I'm s p e a k i n g f o r S c r u b g r a s s G e n e r a t i n g and not the 

Chamber. 

REPRESENTATIVE LONGIETTI: I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t and 

a p p r e c i a t e i t . I'm j u s t , you know, b e i n g another member 
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t e s t i m o n y . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a r r o l l ? 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, 

and f o r the b e n e f i t o f b o t h the p a n e l and f o r 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e L o n g i e t t i , the P e n n s y l v a n i a Chamber 

t e s t i f i e d a t the l a s t h e a r i n g i n S c r a n t o n i n su p p o r t o f an 

8-cent a g a l l o n gas t a x , and t h a t was the P e n n s y l v a n i a 

Chamber's t e s t i m o n y . 

They had t e s t i f i e d i n Hershey i n the a b s t r a c t i n 

sup p o r t o f the gas t a x , but t h e y l a t e r t e s t i f i e d i n 

sup p o r t o f 8 c e n t s a g a l l o n j u s t so t h a t the member knows 

and t h a t the p a n e l knows, and you know, I s a i d i n S c r a n t o n 

and I ' l l say here, I doubt t h a t the P e n n s y l v a n i a Chamber 

a r r i v e d a t t h a t d e c i s i o n w i t h o u t c a r e f u l thought, and i t 

seems t h a t the P e n n s y l v a n i a Chamber i s not one 

o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t would come f o r w a r d w i t h an i n c r e a s e i n 

the gas t a x w i t h o u t c a r e f u l l y c a l c u l a t i n g i t s impact on 

b u s i n e s s , and so I j u s t mention t h a t f o r the sake o f the 

p a n e l and a l s o the members. 

Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, I don't see any 

o t h e r q u e s t i o n s so gentlemen, thank you v e r y much. 
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Knox, you may p r o c e e d . F i v e m i n u t e s , p l e a s e . 

MS. KNOX: Good a f t e r n o o n . My name i s Gladys Knox 

and I'm the P r e s i d e n t and Co-Owner o f Wright Knox Motor 

L i n e s . We're a second g e n e r a t i o n f a m i l y owned t r u c k i n g 

company and we've been i n b u s i n e s s f o r 28 y e a r s . We 

employ 70 p e o p l e and we have 3 main s h i p p e r s i n w e s t e r n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , which i s S p e c i a l t y T i r e s o f America, 

O r e l l Windows l o c a t e d i n I n d i a n a , and we a l s o have 

Kennametal based i n L a t r o b e . We're a l o n g - s t a n d i n g member 

of PMTA and we s u p p o r t many of the i s s u e s t h a t t h e y have, 

and I want t o thank you f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y t o a c t u a l l y 

come here and t a l k t o you about your t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

system. 

Now i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o a l l the P e n n s y l v a n i a c i t i z e n s 

t h a t we do o p e r a t e on a s a f e , e f f i c i e n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

system and i t i s e v i d e n t t o most of the m o t o r i n g p u b l i c 

who r e a l i z e s t h a t we do need major r e p a i r and u p d a t i n g t o 

c o n t i n u e meeting economic growth and the b a s i c needs of 

our c i t i z e n s . 

In my a r e a , t h e r e are s e v e r a l b r i d g e s t h a t need 

a t t e n t i o n , and I w i l l say t h a t w i t h s a f e t y b e i n g a 

paramount co n c e r n i n the t r u c k i n g i n d u s t r y , we r o u t i n e l y 
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a c c i d e n t c o r r i d o r s . 

One example of t h a t which you p r o b a b l y a l l r e a l i z e 

i s the one around P l e a s a n t v i l l e and t h a t was the scene of 

an a c c i d e n t where t h e r e were two t r u c k d r i v e r s k i l l e d w i t h 

t h r e e c a r s i n v o l v e d , and then we do have another a r e a t h a t 

i s c l o s e t o U n i t e d H i g h S c h o o l , and t h a t ' s a l s o next t o 

the e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l and l o t s o f buses, and we've had the 

c a r s s l i d e o f f the r o a d t h e r e i n the w i n t e r w i t h the i c e , 

and t h e r e ' s l o t s o f t r u c k s . We get over 600 c o a l t r u c k s 

t h a t come th r o u g h Armagh e v e r y day so we're exposed t o 

a l o t o f t r u c k t r a f f i c . 

Now w h i l e we choose t o be s a f e , i t ' s s t i l l c o s t l y 

t o be s a f e , and the newer e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y d e s i g n e d engines 

o n l y get about 6.5 m i l e s per g a l l o n w i t h the f u e l out 

t h e r e . We do govern our t r u c k s a t 65, and t h a t speed 

l i m i t i s way below a l o t o f the o t h e r s which are 70, 75 i n 

the Midwest and l e s s t h a t we do t r a v e l i n . 

The two h i g h e s t expenses t h a t we do have i n our 

i n d u s t r y i s the f u e l and the d r i v e r s , and t h a t ' s c l o s e l y 

f o l l o w e d by the maintenance of our o r i g i n a l equipment and 

t h a t ' s an i n v e s t m e n t which has r i s e n about 46 per cent i n 

the l a s t 10 y e a r s . We've gone from $85,000 on a t r u c k t o 



71 

the P l e a s a n t v i l l e M ountain a r e a a l o n e c o s t s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

$85,000 a yea r , and t o add t o t h a t , i t ' s e x t r a m i l e s which 

i s e x t r a t i m e . You have c o n g e s t i o n , you have a c c i d e n t s , 

and a n y t h i n g t h a t i s g o i n g t o h o l d a d r i v e r up i s g o i n g t o 

tak e time o f f h i s l o g book, and the l o g book o f cour s e i s 

the 10 hours t h a t we're a l l o w e d t o s l e e p , 11 d r i v e , and 14 

f o r t o t a l hours on duty. 

Whenever t h a t a f f e c t s the d r i v e r , t h a t means he's 

g o i n g t o have l e s s income. We're g o i n g t o move l e s s l o a d s 

f o r the y e a r . We're g o i n g t o have l e s s revenue f o r our 

company and we're g o i n g t o have l e s s s e r v i c e f o r the s e 

companies t h a t we h i r e f o r , so i n o t h e r s c e n a r i o s , we can 

add d r i v e r s and we're l u c k y i f we can f i n d d r i v e r s when 

we're w o r k i n g w i t h the CSA 2010 and r e s t r i c t i o n s on 

t h a t . 

There's more t r u c k s on the highway and then we're 

g o i n g t o have an i n c r e a s e c o s t o f goods and m a t e r i a l s t h a t 

we p r o v i d e t o our s h i p p e r s , which i n the end, i t f l o w s t o 

a l l o f our c i t i z e n s . 

Now w h i l e we say t h a t we b e l i e v e i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o 

P e n n s y l v a n i a t o m a i n t a i n a s t r u c t u r a l l y sound 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system, we a l s o know t h a t t h a t ' s a v e r y 
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But i n a c t i o n w i l l r e s u l t i n c o n t i n u e d decay, and 

we're g o i n g t o have problems w i t h economic growth, s a f e t y 

h a z a r d s , a c c i d e n t s , and p e o p l e are not g o i n g t o want t o 

come here and b u i l d , l i v e o r work, so a l l o f t h a t i s 

u n a c c e p t a b l e . 

T h e r e f o r e , we f e e l i t i s the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f our 

l e g i s l a t u r e t o ensure t h a t t h e r e are funds so t h a t we can 

a d e q u a t e l y m a i n t a i n our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system f o r our 

f u t u r e growth and f o r the development o f our c i t i z e n s , and 

w i t h o u t t h a t a c t i o n , we f e e l t h a t we're -- w i t h o u t a c t i o n 

t o a v e r t the f u n d i n g c r i s i s , goods and s e r v i c e s d e l i v e r e d 

by t r a n s p o r t a t i o n companies such as ours and used by 

c i t i z e n s w i l l f a l l i n t o j e o p a r d y . 

Now i n r e f e r e n c e t o the c o s t q u e s t i o n t h a t was on 

the paperwork, I don't want t o assume t h a t D i s t r i c t 10 has 

any g r e a t e r needs than any o t h e r d i s t r i c t i n the S t a t e 

because we t r a v e l i n a l l P e n n s y l v a n i a d i s t r i c t s , and I 

mean t o t e l l you t h a t the t o t a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s 

i m p o r t a n t t o our t r u c k i n g i n d u s t r y . 

The most r e c e n t a r t i c l e s t h a t I've r e a d and s t u d i e s 

show t h a t we need $3 b i l l i o n f o r highway and t r a n s i t 

a n n u a l l y , and those funds are needed now. 
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c u r r e n t time t h a t i t would be good t o use the s o u r c e s t h a t 

are a l r e a d y c u r r e n t l y i n p l a c e , and o f t h o s e , we're 

t a l k i n g about l i f t i n g the a r t i f i c i a l cap on w h o l e s a l e c o s t 

o f f u e l , i n c r e a s i n g f u e l t a x e s , r e d u c i n g the d i s p a r i t y on 

the t a x between gas and d i e s e l , and a c o m b i n a t i o n o f any 

c u r r e n t revenue g e n e r a t o r s . 

Would you l i k e t o hear the r e s t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: I j u s t want you t o j u s t 

v e r y q u i c k l y sum i t up. 

MS. FOX: O v e r a l l , we're s a y i n g t h a t we know a l l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a c i t i z e n s do use the highway i n some f a s h i o n 

whether on or not and somebody s e r v i c e s them some way, and 

t h e r e f o r e , t h e y s h o u l d a l l pay f o r a p o r t i o n o f t h i s u n t i l 

we get t h e r e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Any q u e s t i o n s ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a r r o l l ? 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: Thank you v e r y much, Mr. 

Chairman, and thank you f o r your t e s t i m o n y and s i m i l a r l y 

w i t h the P e n n s y l v a n i a Motor Truck A s s o c i a t i o n and your 

company, i t ' s c o m p e l l i n g t e s t i m o n y f o r someone t o s i t a t a 

podium, at a microphone, and a b d i c a t e f o r a d d i t i o n a l funds 

i n c l u d i n g the motor f u e l t a x . I t c a n ' t be an easy 
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v i t a l l y i m p o r t a n t . I t h i n k you f o r your t e s t i m o n y and 

s i m i l a r t e s t i m o n y was r e l a y e d by o t h e r s i n your i n d u s t r y 

a t a l l the h e a r i n g s we've been at throughout the S t a t e and 

so i t ' s a u n i v e r s a l o p i n i o n a t l e a s t among the 

P e n n s y l v a n i a Motor Truck A s s o c i a t i o n and f o l k s who 

t e s t i f i e d and so I can t e l l you t h a t you're not a l o n e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you v e r y much. I 

a p p r e c i a t e i t , v e r y good. 

Next i s P e n n s y l v a n i a A s p h a l t Pavement A s s o c i a t i o n 

and I see our good f r i e n d , Mr. Gary Hoffman i s here, and 

Gary, 5 minutes, and I would ask Gary and a l l the o t h e r 

f o l k s who are t e s t i f y i n g t h a t r a t h e r than r e a d i n g v e r b a t i m 

a l l t h e i r t e s t i m o n y , i f t h e y c o u l d j u s t sum i t up, and I 

t h i n k t h a t would make t h i n g s go q u i c k e r . We're g e t t i n g a 

l i t t l e b i t b e h i n d here and we want t o get PennDOT on, but 

we want t o g i v e everybody a chance, so we a p p r e c i a t e 

everybody's c o o p e r a t i o n i n c l u d i n g the members, and Mr. 

Hoffman, you may i n t r o d u c e y o u r s e l f . 

MR. HOFFMAN: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I have w i t h me 

Mr. F r a n k C o l e l l o , and F r a n k i s a c o n s u l t a n t t o the 

A s s o c i a t i o n and he's a l s o former CEO w i t h L i n d y P a v i n g o f 

New C a s t l e . 
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i n t e n d e d t o pa r a p h r a s e the w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y t h a t I 

s u b m i t t e d t o you e a r l i e r . 

The P e n n s y l v a n i a A s p h a l t P a v i n g A s s o c i a t i o n 

r e p r e s e n t s about 130 companies around the S t a t e employing 

e i t h e r d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y U nion and nonUnion over 

10,000 p e o p l e , P e n n s y l v a n i a n s , i n the a s p h a l t p a v i n g 

i n d u s t r y . 

I want t o foc u s today on t h a t work f o r c e and a l s o 

on the importance o f smooth pavements. PAPA member 

companies have p l a n t s i n a l l c o u n t i e s w i t h the e x c e p t i o n 

of maybe l e s s than a h a n d f u l , a t l e a s t one a s p h a l t 

p r o d u c t i o n p l a n t i n a l l c o u n t i e s . 

I have t o say t h a t many o f the s e companies are 

m u l t i - g e n e r a t i o n a l , family-owned companies r i g h t t h e r e i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

Good q u a l i t y smooth roads are i m p o r t a n t t o a l l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . They are i m p o r t a n t because t h e y are s a f e , 

v i t a l t o our q u a l i t y o f l i f e , reduce v e h i c l e o p e r a t i n g and 

maintenance c o s t s , and are n e c e s s a r y t o spur the economic 

c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s and v i t a l i t y i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

Today I want t o foc u s on smoothness, and when i t 

comes t o smoothness o f pavements, i t m a t t e r s , and i t 
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per cent b e t t e r f u e l e f f i c i e n c y , and i f you t r a n s l a t e t h a t 

t o an average a u t o m o b i l e d r i v e r a t today's p r i c e s , you 

c o u l d save $150 a year on f u e l c o s t s . 

I t makes a d i f f e r e n c e on the o p e r a t i n g and v e h i c l e 

r e p a i r c o s t s , and a N a t i o n a l r e p o r t i n d i c a t e d t h a t a 

r e p o r t l o o k i n g a t a l l the S t a t e s i n d i c a t e d t h a t 

P e n n s y l v a n i a c o u l d save $346 a year on v e h i c l e maintenance 

c o s t s w i t h t h i n g s l i k e wheel a l i g n m e n t s , shocks, hub-cap 

replacement, m u f f l e r s , e t c e t e r a , because o f d r i v i n g on 

rough r o a d s . 

Smooth roads m a t t e r because smooth roads l a s t 

l o n g e r , and d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f roads i s not a s t r a i g h t l i n e . 

I t ' s r e l a t e d t o the roughness o f the pavement, and l e t me 

use an example. 

L e t ' s say you have a t r u c k r u n n i n g over a smooth 

pavement r o a d v e r s u s a t r u c k r u n n i n g over a rough 

pavement. I t ' s l i k e t a k i n g a p i e c e o f t i l e and t a p p i n g i t 

w i t h a b a l l - p e e n hammer. That's a t r u c k r u n n i n g over a 

smooth pavement. 

When t h a t same t r u c k , same l o a d i n g , a x l e wheel 

l o a d i n g , runs over a rough pavement, you s t a r t t o get 

bou n c i n g , and t h a t b o u n c i n g t r a n s l a t e s i n t o a dynamic 
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keep smooth roads smooth as l o n g as p o s s i b l e . 

There's a l o t o f s t a t i s t i c s out t h a t show t h a t i t 

c o s t s 5 t o 10 times more over the l i f e c y c l e , and we he a r d 

f o l k s t a l k about l i f e c y c l e s o f pavement, 5 t o 10 times 

more i f you l e t t h a t pavement d e t e r i o r a t e and you have t o 

t o t a l l y r e c o n s t r u c t i t than i f you do p e r i o d i c 

p r e s e r v a t i o n t r e a t m e n t s l i k e g r i n d i n g o r m i l l i n g o f the 

pavement t o keep i t smooth or an o v e r l a y o r whatever t o 

ext e n d the l i f e o f t h a t pavement than i f you l e t i t 

d e t e r i o r a t e and have t o r e c o n s t r u c t the whole t h i n g from 

the bottom up, so i t makes sense t o do the r i g h t t r e a t m e n t 

at the r i g h t t i m e . 

And y o u ' l l here PennDOT t a l k , I'm s u r e , as t h e y 

have i n the p a s t about roads g e t t i n g out o f c y c l e , and 

what t h a t means i s you s t a r t d e f e r r i n g r o a d s , and t h e r e ' s 

a r i g h t t r e a t m e n t , p r e s e r v a t i o n t r e a t m e n t a t the r i g h t 

time i n the l i f e o f t h a t pavement, and i f you l e t i t go 

beyond t h a t , i t ' s l i k e -- I used the example b e f o r e -- not 

p u t t i n g a r o o f on your, r e - r o o f i n g your house a t a 25-year 

c y c l e o r a 35-year, whatever, s h i n g l e s you put on your 

r o o f . 

I f you don't do t h a t a t the r i g h t t i m e , then a l l o f 
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l i n e . I f you c a n ' t a f f o r d t o f i x i t today, you're never 

g o i n g t o a f f o r d t o f i x i t , and i t ' s g o i n g t o get t o the 

p o i n t where you have t o t o t a l l y r e c o n s t r u c t i t . 

So l e t me t e l l you t h a t because o f the n a t u r e o f 

PAPA and the type o f our i n d u s t r y , men and women, 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s , can be put t o work a l l over the S t a t e as 

pavement i n f r a s t r u c t u r e p r o j e c t s , p r e s e r v a t i o n p r o j e c t s 

are awarded. These are good p a y i n g , r e w a r d i n g j o b s t h a t 

cannot be s h i p p e d o v e r s e a s , and a s u r v e y o f our membership 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e r e ' s n e a r l y a one-to-one c o r r e l a t i o n 

i n c r e a s e i n f u n d i n g t o i n c r e a s e i n work f o r c e j u s t because 

of the type o f b u s i n e s s t h a t we're i n . 

So f o r a l l o f the above r e a s o n s , the A s s o c i a t i o n 

s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t s a comprehensive f u n d i n g s o l u t i o n , a 

s o l u t i o n t h a t a d d r e sses a l l the needs o f a l l 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n modes, and a s o l u t i o n t h a t i s p r e d i c t a b l e 

and s u s t a i n a b l e l o n g term and not j u s t a f i x t o r e p l a c e 

the I-80 t o l l i n g f u n d i n g l o s s e s . 

Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you, Gary. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Kathy Rapp? 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and 
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MR. HOFFMAN: That i s a good q u e s t i o n and I don't 

have i t o f f the top o f my head. I t h i n k i t ' s somewhere i n 

the range o f 3 t o 4 t o 5 m i l l i o n tons a y e a r . 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: Three t o f o u r t o -¬

MR. HOFFMAN: I can get t h a t e x a c t number f o r you. 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: I was g i v e n a quote o f the 

p r i c e o f a s p h a l t as anywhere, depending on the market, 

from $325 t o $375 p e r t o n . Would you say t h a t t h a t ' s 

about the range? 

MR. HOFFMAN: No. You're t a l k i n g about the l i q u i d 

a s p h a l t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: Yes, the l i q u i d a s p h a l t . 

MR. HOFFMAN: C u r r e n t l y , and t h e r e i s a p r i c e 

adjustment f a c t o r i n p l a c e f o r l i q u i d a s p h a l t and the 

c u r r e n t p r i c e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a i s about $490 a t o n o f 

l i q u i d a s p h a l t . That i s up about $100 from where i t was 

about a year ago, but i t ' s g o i n g back down and i t t r a c k s 

not i m m e d i a t e l y , but t h e r e i s a l i t t l e l a g tim e , but i t 

t r a c k s the p r i c e o f cru d e o i l because i t ' s what's l e f t 

o ver a t the bottom o f the b a r r e l a f t e r t h e y go th r o u g h the 

r e f i n i n g p r o c e s s . 

T y p i c a l l y , the a s p h a l t i s the s t i c k y s t u f f t h a t 
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REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: I s most o f the a s p h a l t t h a t ' s 

used i n P e n n s y l v a n i a and manufactured -- I don't know t h a t 

m anufactured i s the c o r r e c t term -- i s i t produced i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ? 

MR. HOFFMAN: Most o f the a s p h a l t t h a t ' s used i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a i s bought from companies t h a t are i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . Maybe, Frank, you can answer t h i s more 

d i r e c t l y . 

In the w e s t e r n p a r t o f the S t a t e , t h e r e are 

a s p h a l t s t h a t come up from the G u l f o r come up th r o u g h the 

Ohio R i v e r and the w e s t e r n p a r t o f the S t a t e . 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: And t h e r e were a c o u p l e 

q u e s t i o n s r e g a r d i n g a c o u p l e o t h e r i s s u e s e a r l i e r . We are 

l o o k i n g a t some e n v i r o n m e n t a l b i l l s down the ro a d i n the 

S t a t e House and I know t h a t most a s p h a l t p l a n t s do have 

c a r b o n e m i s s i o n s . 

Do you see any o f the s e p i e c e s o f l e g i s l a t i o n -¬

you s a i d t h a t a s p h a l t i s $490 a t o n . How i s a n y t h i n g w i t h 

r e g a r d t o -- i f you have t o , your p l a n t , the a s p h a l t 

p l a n t , has t o s e q u e s t e r t h a t c a r b o n , how i s i t g o i n g t o 

a f f e c t the p r i c e o f a s p h a l t down the roa d ? 

MR. HOFFMAN: L e t me t e l l you t h a t I c a n ' t answer 
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At the same tim e , we're i n an economic c r i s i s today 

not o n l y i n P e n n s y l v a n i a but the U n i t e d S t a t e s , and we 

c a n ' t do something f o o l i s h . You know, we have t o weigh 

our p r i o r i t i e s a t t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e , and we c a n ' t do 

something f o o l i s h f o r the sake of p r o t e c t i n g the 

environment and d e s t r o y i n g the economy. 

I t ' s l i k e the t r u n k o f the t r e e . I mean, i f you 

c u t o f f the t o p , the branches are g o i n g t o d i e , t o o , so 

l e t ' s be r e a s o n a b l e w i t h a l l o f t h e s e t h i n g s . 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: But t h i s would p o t e n t i a l l y 

have an impact o f g r e a t l y i n c r e a s i n g the c o s t o f making 

those n i c e smooth highways t h a t you are recommending by 

making sure t h a t the a s p h a l t and our roads are m a i n t a i n e d 

and updated. I f the a s p h a l t p l a n t s would have t o 

s e q u e s t e r t h a t c a r b o n , i t ' s g o i n g t o d e f i n i t e l y i n c r e a s e 

the p r i c e o f a s p h a l t above t h i s $490. 

MR. HOFFMAN: There i s no q u e s t i o n t h a t i t w i l l . 

The e x t e n t o f t h a t , I c a n ' t t e l l you w i t h o u t making some 

a d d i t i o n a l a n a l y s i s . I'm sure t h e r e ' s some a n a l y s e s b e i n g 

done at the N a t i o n a l l e v e l w i t h our p a r e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

N a t i o n a l A s p h a l t Pavement A s s o c i a t i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: Thank you v e r y much. I 
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much. 

Next we have 10,000 F r i e n d s o f P e n n s y l v a n i a , and 

Mr. Grant E r v i n , and the o t h e r 9,999 c o u l d n ' t make i t , I 

g u e s s ! 

C o u l d you summarize your t e s t i m o n y , s i r ? 

MR. ERVIN: C e r t a i n l y . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Keep i t t o 5 minutes, 

p l e a s e . 

MR. ERVIN: Thank you, Chairman Markosek, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G e i s t , and o t h e r members of the Committee, 

and I a p o l o g i z e f o r the o t h e r 10,000 or 9,999 c o u l d n ' t be 

here t o d a y ! 

The 10,000 F r i e n d s o f P e n n s y l v a n i a i s an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n t o improve i n a l l o f P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s 

communities i n c l u d i n g c i t i e s , suburbs, s m a l l towns, and 

r u r a l a r e a s . 

We pursue S t a t e p o l i c e s t o h e l p keep th e s e 

communities v i b r a n t and e c o n o m i c a l l y h e a l t h y , and we 

b e l i e v e our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s v i t a l t o the 

w e l l b e i n g t o the S t a t e ' s communities and the economy as 

w e l l as the economic p r o s p e r i t y , p e r s o n a l s a f e t y , and 

m o b i l i t y o f the r e s i d e n t s o f the Commonwealth. 
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our c r u m b l i n g r oads, b r i d g e s and o t h e r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s , 

c r e a t i o n o f s u s t a i n a b l e , p r e d i c t a b l e , and growing s o u r c e s 

of revenue f o r p u b l i c t r a n s i t as w e l l as s t r a t e g i c 

i n v e s t m e n t s i n the system t h a t p r o v i d e r e s i d e n t s w i t h 

m o b i l i t y c h o i c e s and encourage our communities i n e x i s t i n g 

a s s e t s . 

We su p p o r t the recommendations o f the 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d v i s o r y Committee's $3.5 b i l l i o n l e v y i n 

need t o i d e n t i f y t o b r i n g the system t o a s t a t e o f good 

r e p a i r . 

As the Commonwealth, we can no l o n g e r k i c k the can 

down the ro a d any l o n g e r , and we need t o approach r e a l 

s o l u t i o n s t o t h i s problem by not p l a c i n g b and-aids o r 

c r e a t i n g s t o p gap measures. We need b o l d l e a d e r s h i p , 

s u s t a i n a b l e s o l u t i o n s , and the a b i l i t y t o l e v e r a g e 

i n v e s t m e n t s i n our i n f r a s t r u c t u r e as a means t o f o s t e r 

i n v e s t m e n t i n our e x i s t i n g communities and economic growth 

f o r a l l our r e s i d e n t s . 

T h e r e f o r e , we'd l i k e t o propose s e v e r a l p r i n c i p l e s 

t o a p p l y when d e c i d i n g the w i s e s t , most e q u i t a b l e and most 

e f f i c i e n t means o f a d d r e s s i n g the f u n d i n g c r i s i s . 

F i r s t , we b e l i e v e t h a t we must f i x our e x i s t i n g 
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to the r e s p o n s i b l e l a n d use d e c i s i o n s based on l o c a l , 

r e g i o n a l , and community p l a n s . 

T h i r d , we must c r e a t e a growing and s u s t a i n a b l e 

source o f revenue f o r the S t a t e ' s p u b l i c t r a n s i t systems. 

I n c r e a s i n g f u e l p r i c e s and c r e a t i n g p r e s s u r e on 

everyone's h o u s e h o l d budget i s s t r a i n i n g the consumer as 

w e l l as the e l d e r l y and the i n f i r m e d and i n c r e a s i n g l y 

r e q u i r e a menu of m o b i l i t y c h o i c e s f o r the members of our 

community. Thus i n v e s t i n g i n the S t a t e ' s p u b l i c t r a n s i t 

system i s good f o r r u r a l and urban communities a l i k e . 

In terms of f u n d i n g f i x e s , we r e c o g n i z e t h a t 

r a i s i n g the n e c e s s a r y revenue i s not easy. However, d o i n g 

n o t h i n g , t a k i n g s h o r t - t e r m , i n c r e m e n t a l s t e p s w i l l 

a c t u a l l y c o s t more over time and thus does g r e a t e r 

d i s s e r v i c e t o the r e s i d e n t s o f the Commonwealth. 

We know t h a t the F e d e r a l f u n d i n g we r e c e i v e w i l l 

n ever be enough t o s o l v e t h i s problem, but i n f a c t t h i s i s 

a s o l u t i o n t h a t the r e s i d e n t s o f P e n n s y l v a n i a need t o s t e p 

up t o . In f a c t , we need s t r a t e g i c i n v e s t m e n t s i n the 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e t h a t l a y the f o u n d a t i o n f o r economic 

growth. 

P r i v a t e i n v e s t m e n t w i l l f o l l o w p u b l i c 
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I n terms o f the s e f u n d i n g n e e d s , we'd l i k e t o o f f e r 

t h e s e o p p o r t u n i t i e s : 

F i r s t , we must use our e x i s t i n g r e s o u r c e s smart. 

T h i s i n c l u d e s m a x i m i z i n g the b e n e f i t from e x i s t i n g 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n d o l l a r s , i n v e s t i n g i n the use o f 

i n f o r m a t i o n t e c h n o l o g y , and u t i l i z i n g t e c h n i q u e s such as 

d e s i g n b u i l d c o n t r a c t i n g . 

S e c o n d , the new f u n d i n g f o r m u l a t h a t we d e v i s e must 

be brought i n i t s menu o f c o n s i s t i n g o f m u l t i p l e s o u r c e s . 

The s c a l e and scope o f t h i s a d d i t i o n a l i n v e s t m e n t we must 

make i n the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s s i m p l y too 

g r e a t t o be s e c u r e d by a s i n g l e source o r even some o f the 

t r a d i t i o n a l s o u r c e s t h a t we have i n hand. 

T h i r d , the s o l u t i o n s chosen must be i n f l a t i o n 

s e n s i t i v e . The c o s t o f c o n s t r u c t i n g c o n t r a c t s and the 

o p e r a t i n g system i s s k y r o c k e t i n g i n r e c e n t y e a r s and we 

must keep pace. 

F o u r t h , r e g i o n s s h o u l d be a b l e t o generate revenue 

f o r r e g i o n a l systems o r p r o j e c t s t h a t b e n e f i t m u l t i p l e 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . M u n i c i p a l i t i e s are s e v e r e l y s t r a i n e d and 

the l o c a l roads and s i g n a l s t h a t t h e y m a i n t a i n are i n 

severe d i s r e p a i r . 



86 

p u b l i c / p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p s , which were i f t h e y were t o 

f l o u r i s h c o u l d a t t r a c t s i g n i f i c a n t new p r i v a t e i n v e s t m e n t 

i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m s . 

A l s o , we recommend the j u d i c i o u s use o f r e s p o n s i b l e 

and s t r a t e g i c b o r r o w i n g by PennDOT and l i n k d e d i c a t e d 

revenue s o u r c e s t o h e l p f i n a n c e t h i s d e b t . 

These c h a l l e n g e s are c r i t i c a l t h a t we f a c e , but now 

i s not the time t o r e t r a c t the advancements made by the 

l e g i s l a t u r e i n the l a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s o r the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Now i s the time t o b u i l d upon th e s e 

i n v e s t m e n t s and we recommend t h a t we do not miss the t r a i n 

on t h i s o ne. 

Thank y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J e f f P y l e ? 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You 

had mentioned i n your opening statement t h a t we must not 

miss out on the o p p o r t u n i t y t o i n v e s t i n the r i g h t 

p r o j e c t s . 

What are the r i g h t p r o j e c t s ? 

MR. ERVIN: The r i g h t p r o j e c t s are the ones, I 

t h i n k , t h a t b e n e f i t the r e s i d e n t s o f the communities t h a t 
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r e p r e s e n t a s p e c i f i c i n t e r e s t group or an i n d u s t r y per se, 

but we r e p r e s e n t communities and the r e s i d e n t s o f 

communities. 

In our o p p o r t u n i t y t o t r a v e l around the S t a t e , we 

hear time and time a g a i n about the a b i l i t y t o i n v e s t i n 

our e x i s t i n g a s s e t s whether t h a t ' s the roads a l o n g Main 

S t r e e t o r the c o r r i d o r s t h a t handle a l o t o f c o n g e s t i o n i n 

suburban shopping d i s t r i c t s o r i n s m a l l towns and v i l l a g e s 

a c r o s s P e n n s y l v a n i a . I t ' s the p l a c e s where we have 

e x i s t i n g i n f r a s t r u c t u r e t h a t need the i n v e s t m e n t the 

most. 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: You had a l s o mentioned t h a t 

mass t r a n s i t i s good f o r b o t h urban and r u r a l a r e a s , and 

how so f o r r u r a l i n your p e r s p e c t i v e ? 

MR. ERVIN: From r u r a l communities, we h e a r d some 

comments today t h a t I t h i n k d r i v e i t home. I t ' s not j u s t 

about h a v i n g a bus a c c e s s t h a t you might have i n 

P i t t s b u r g h o r P h i l a d e l p h i a , but i t ' s s h a r e d r i d e programs. 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Shared r i d e and mass t r a n s i t 

are u s u a l l y s e p a r a t e d w i t h i n those o p e r a t i n g systems, so I 

t h i n k i t ' s f a i r t o s e p a r a t e s h a r e d r i d e from " b i g b u s " 

maintenance. 
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d i f f e r e n c e s . I guess what I c o u l d say i s t h a t mass 

t r a n s i t i s d i f f e r e n t f o r e v e r y community whether t h a t ' s 

c a t c h i n g a t r a i n , a s e p a r a t e t r a i n i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , o r 

h a v i n g the o p p o r t u n i t y t o tak e Amtrak a c r o s s the S t a t e 

even. Whether you l i v e i n towns l i k e Mount J o y or 

E l i z a b e t h t o w n o r A l t o o n a , i t ' s the a b i l i t y t o connect 

pe o p l e most e f f i c i e n t l y a t the b e s t c o s t s . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: E f f i c i e n t l y ? I'd l o v e t o 

have you i n t o K i t t a n n i n g . We c o u l d r i d e the bus t o g e t h e r 

and you c o u l d p i c k any s e a t you wanted! 

Next q u e s t i o n , Mr. Chairman, and then I ' l l 

c o n c l u d e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: A l l r i g h t . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: You had mentioned the 

p r o g r e s s we've made over the l a s t c o u p l e o f y e a r s . P l e a s e 

i d e n t i f y t h a t . I've been on the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee 

f o r a w h i l e and I'd l i k e t o know what you c o n s i d e r 

p r o g r e s s . 

MR. ERVIN: P r o g r e s s i n terms o f -- I c o u l d g i v e 

you two examples: One i s the o p p o r t u n i t y t h a t we've had 

or the a b i l i t y t h a t we've had t o reduce the number o f 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s . We have a massive amount 
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t h i n k , t o c a t c h up and c r e a t e a system t h a t i s workable 

and h e l p s t o f a c i l i t a t e commerce. 

Another t h i n g t h a t I'd o f f e r up t h a t ' s been a l s o 

b e n e f i c i a l t o community i n v e s t m e n t i s a program, a p i l o t 

program, t h a t PennDOT has c r e a t e d c a l l e d the Community 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n I n i t i a t i v e , a s t r a t e g i c i n v e s t m e n t program 

t h a t l i n k s l a n d use d e c i s i o n s made a t the l o c a l l e v e l w i t h 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n v e s t m e n t s . 

Y o u ' l l see examples a c r o s s the Commonwealth, but 

I ' l l o f f e r you a c o u p l e . One i s i n Beaver County and 

R o c h e s t e r where the Beaver County T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t y has 

worked w i t h PennDOT and the l o c a l Borough o f R o c h e s t e r t o 

c r e a t e a round-about t o h e l p f a c i l i t a t e t h r u - t r a f f i c 

t h r o u g h the community o f R o c h e s t e r as w e l l as t o l i n k up 

w i t h the t r a n s i t s t a t i o n and l i n k s t o g e t h e r w i t h i t s Main 

S t r e e t and Elm S t r e e t program o f f e r e d by the Department o f 

Community Economic Development. 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: In Beaver County? 

MR. ERVIN: In Beaver County, c o r r e c t . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: I wanted t o be c l e a r on t h a t , 

thank you. 

MR. ERVIN: Another g r e a t example o f the community 
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have c r e a t e d c a l l e d t h e i r academic v i l l a g e , which i s the 

c r e a t i o n o f a campus a l o n g the B o u l e v a r d o f the A l l i e s and 

Wood S t r e e t . 

The Community T r a n s p o r t a t i o n I n i t i a t i v e i s f o c u s i n g 

on the r e b u i l d i n g o r the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the B o u l e v a r d 

o f the A l l i e s and Wood S t r e e t , so by p r o v i d i n g b e t t e r 

p e d e s t r i a n a c c e s s and s a f e t y a m e n i t i e s as w e l l the 

f a c i l i t a t i o n o f auto and o t h e r p e d e s t r i a n a c c e s s . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Thank you v e r y much. 

MR. ERVIN: Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you v e r y much. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S t u r l a ? 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: Mr. E r v i n , you t a l k about 

the need f o r $3.5 b i l l i o n d o l l a r s and t h a t ' s each ye a r , 

and I know you s a i d t h a t i t s h o u l d be from a v a r i e t y o f 

s o u r c e s , but I t h i n k p e o p l e always go, w e l l , okay, so i f 

we d i d a, you know, 5 cent gas t a x and we d o u b l e d the c o s t 

o f motor l i c e n s e o r , you know, r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s . 

Can you g i v e us, j u s t so the p e o p l e u n d e r s t a n d the 

magnitude of t h i s , i f we were j u s t t o do a gas t a x 

i n c r e a s e t o do the $3.5 b i l l i o n , how much would we need t o 

r a i s e the gas t a x per g a l l o n ? 
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you know what the number i s ? 

MR. ERVIN: I b e l i e v e the number i s between 10 and 

18 c e n t s . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: No, I t h i n k i t ' s c l o s e r t o 

50 or 60 c e n t s a g a l l o n , and the o n l y r e a s o n I say t h a t i s 

because I t h i n k p e o p l e need t o u n d e r s t a n d the magnitude of 

the problem we have h e r e . That I know. 

Fo r i n s t a n c e , i t was p o i n t e d out w i t h Chamber and 

t h e y s a i d t h e y would s e t t l e f o r 8 c e n t s a g a l l o n , and 

t h a t ' s about o n e - s i x t h o f the way t h e r e or one-seventh of 

the way t h e r e . 

And I'm not sure what I'm l o o k i n g f o r -- and I 

a p p r e c i a t e the f a c t t h a t you s a i d we need t o do a 

m u l t i t u d e o f t h i n g s -- what I'm l o o k i n g f o r from the 

t e s t i f i e r s i s how we get t o t h a t e q u i v a l e n t o f 50 c e n t s a 

g a l l o n because I don't t h i n k we can do 50 c e n t s a g a l l o n , 

but I'm t r y i n g t o f i g u r e out how we get t o a p o i n t where 

we can do the r i g h t p r o j e c t s . 

And i n terms of your comments about the r i g h t 

p r o j e c t s , would you agree t h a t i t might behoove us t o do a 

c o s t b e n e f i t a n a l y s i s on p r o j e c t s so t h a t we c o u l d see 

whether i n f a c t we were a c t u a l l y g e t t i n g a n y t h i n g back f o r 
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I t h i n k w i t h r e g a r d t o the f u n d i n g q u e s t i o n , the 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d v i s o r y Committee recommends s e v e r a l o f 

what I ' l l c a l l b i g bang or b i g o p p o r t u n i t y l e v i e s 

i n c l u d i n g the moving of the S t a t e P o l i c e f u n d i n g t o the 

G e n e r a l Fund, which i s a g e n e r a l b e n e f i t t h a t a l l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s e x p e r i e n c e . However, i t ' s c u r r e n t l y 

f i n a n c e d by what some f o l k s might c o n s i d e r a 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n r e s o u r c e . That would get us n o r t h o f 500 

p l u s m i l l i o n , 550, 575 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s r i g h t t h e r e . 

L i k e w i s e , a d d i n g an a d d i t i o n a l o r r e d u c i n g the c e i l i n g 

w i t h the o i l company gas and f r a n c h i s e t a x a l s o c r e a t e s 

another major source o f revenue. 

And then h a v i n g the o p p o r t u n i t y , I t h i n k , t o work 

around the margins so t o speak and some o t h e r items such 

as the motor l i c e n s e o r motor v e h i c l e r e g i s t r a t i o n o r 

e m i s s i o n s t i c k e r s can be used i n i n c r e m e n t s t o get, you 

know, o t h e r p i e c e s t o the e q u a t i o n . 

J u s t by r a i s i n g the v e h i c l e r e g i s t r a t i o n fund from 

$36 t o $40 spreads a l o t o f , you know, not a l o t o f revenue, 

but spreads i t out a c r o s s a l l u s e r s . 

In terms of t a r g e t i n g p r o j e c t s , I t h i n k i n s i d e o f 

the TIPs i n the r e g i o n and the S t a t e TIPs, t h e r e ' s a l o t o f 
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E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n o r the Community and Economic 

Development o r the Commonwealth F i n a n c e Agency, where are 

we m a r s h a l l i n g our o t h e r r e s o u r c e s and how does 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n l e v e r a g e those p r o j e c t s as w e l l ? 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: J u s t one comment. I would 

agree w i t h you on the P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e f u n d i n g 

out o f the Motor L i c e n s e Fund a l t h o u g h the one p a r t I 

would d i s a g r e e w i t h you on i s i t doesn't b e n e f i t a l l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s because we a l r e a d y fund about h a l f o f the 

S t a t e P o l i c e budget out o f the G e n e r a l Fund. The h a l f 

t h a t we fund out o f the Motor L i c e n s e Fund o n l y goes t o 

roa d p a t r o l s i n areas t h a t don't have a l o c a l p o l i c e 

department, so o n l y 20 per cent o f the S t a t e ' s p o p u l a t i o n 

a c t u a l l y b e n e f i t s from t h a t h a l f b i l l i o n d o l l a r a year 

l i n e i t e m . 

MR. ERVIN: You're c o r r e c t . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

K a thy Rapp. 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and 

thank you f o r b e i n g here, Mr. E r v i n . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Speak i n t o the mike, 
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REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: You s t a t e d t h a t you 

would, I'm assuming, s u p p o r t the gas t a x and i n c r e a s e s f o r 

r e g i s t r a t i o n . W i t h the gas t a x , then you would a l s o be 

s u p p o r t i v e o f r a i s i n g the f a r e s f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a n s t o use 

mass t r a n s i t . 

MR. ERVIN: I t h i n k one o f the t h i n g s t h a t ' s been 

b e n e f i c i a l t h r o u g h the A c t 44 p r o c e s s i s t h a t the S t a t e 

took a l o t o f p o s i t i v e s t e p s i n terms o f r e c o g n i z i n g how t o 

s t r u c t u r e a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f i n a n c i n g system t h a t i s a b l e 

t o b o t h r a i s e revenue but a l s o c r e a t e awareness around how 

to o p e r a t e systems b e t t e r . 

You know, w h i l e i t ' s much m a l i g n e d , I p o i n t t o the 

P o r t A u t h o r i t y o f A l l e g h e n y County, f o r example, who has 

r a i s e d f a r e s , who has s t r e a m l i n e d t h e i r system, s t i l l has 

s t r u c t u r a l problems r e l a t e d t o d e c i s i o n s made, you know, 

i n y e a r s p a s t , but t h e y have r a i s e d f e e s and t h e y have 

a c h i e v e d g r e a t e r r i d e r s h i p numbers. 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: So you would be i n f a v o r o f 

t h a t as w e l l ? 

MR. ERVIN: I t h i n k i n terms o f b o t h d r i v e r s and i n 

terms o f mass t r a n s i t u s e r s , t h e r e ' s a u s e r fee t h a t 

s h o u l d be a s s e s s e d t o a l l u s e r s o f the system. 
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inv e s t m e n t f o r the system t h a t we want t o have? 

A h i g h l e v e l system o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s a g r e a t 

economic g e n e r a t o r and i t ' s an in v e s t m e n t i n o u r s e l v e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: Can you g i v e me a yes or no 

answer? 

MR. ERVIN: Yes. 

REPRESENTATIVE RAPP: Thank you, and thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Mr. E r v i n , thank 

you v e r y much. 

MR. ERVIN: I t was a yes, t o o , yes. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, I wanted t o move 

t h i n g s a l o n g a l i t t l e b i t he r e . 

The next p e r s o n i s Mr. Steven B l o s e r from the 

C e n t e r f o r D i r t & G r a v e l Roads, P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e 

U n i v e r s i t y , and I'd l i k e t o have the Southwestern 

P e n n s y l v a n i a Commission w i t h Mr. Rod Ruddock, and a l s o the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union o f O p e r a t i n g E n g i n e e r s w i t h Mr. James 

Kunz, and I'd l i k e them t o a l l come up now. 

Each o f them w i l l s t i l l g e t the 5 m i n u t e s , but 

w e ' l l save some o f the c o n g e s t i o n i n g e t t i n g p e o p l e up and 

down from the s t a g e , i f t h e y c o u l d do t h a t , p l e a s e . 
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have 5 m i n u t e s , s i r . 

MR. BLOSER: My name i s Steve B l o s e r and we need 

more money! 

My name i s Steve B l o s e r and I'm w i t h Penn S t a t e 

U n i v e r s i t y . I'm here today not on b e h a l f o f the 

U n i v e r s i t y but on b e h a l f o f perhaps the most e f f i c i e n t and 

s u c c e s s f u l p u b l i c l y funded t r a n s p o r t a t i o n program i n the 

S t a t e t h a t you've p r o b a b l y never h e a r d o f , the D i r t and 

G r a v e l Road Maintenance Program. 

I'd a l s o l i k e t o p o i n t out t h a t I'm g o i n g t o 

b r i e f l y skim t h r o u g h t h i s , and I thought I had 10 minutes 

when I g o t here t h i s morning, and so I ' l l j u s t h i t the 

h i g h l i g h t s , so I encourage you t o r e a d the w r i t t e n 

t e s t i m o n y . 

The D i r t and G r a v e l Road Maintenance Program was 

e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1997 t o implement e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y sound 

maintenance s t r a t e g i e s on unpaved r o a d s . Today i n 2010, 

P e n n s y l v a n i a s t i l l has over 20,000 m i l e s o f unpaved p u b l i c 

r o a d s . These are owned by m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , S t a t e f o r e s t s , 

gamelands, t h a t k i n d o f t h i n g . 

The i d e a o f the program i s t o put e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y 

sound maintenance p r a c t i c e s on the s e roads t o t r y t o 
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purpose o f the program i s t o c r e a t e a more e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y 

and e c o n o m i c a l l y s u s t a i n a b l e r u r a l r o a d system. 

Each year s i n c e 1997, the program r e c e i v e d $5 

m i l l i o n , and I want t o speak t o the $4 m i l l i o n o f t h a t 

t h a t goes towards P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s m u n i c i p a l i t i e s today. 

The s t r u c t u r e o f the program i s housed under the PA 

Department o f A g r i c u l t u r e under the S t a t e C o n s e r v a t i o n 

Commission. I t ' s run a t the County l e v e l t h r o u g h 

P e n n s y l v a n i a network o f 65 out o f 67 S o i l and Water 

C o n s e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t s and l o c a l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s and 

a p p l i e d t o the C o n s e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t f o r f u n d i n g . 

One o f the t h i n g s t h a t made the program unique i s 

t h a t i t r e a l l y i s about l o c a l c o n t r o l , p u t t i n g power i n 

the hands o f the County and the Township, and u s i n g t h i n g s 

l i k e e d u c a t i o n and q u a l i t y c o n t r o l e f f o r t s t o make sure 

t h a t what t h e y ' r e d o i n g meets the program g u i d e l i n e s . 

W e ' l l t a k e a q u i c k minute t o t a l k about the k i n d o f 

p r o j e c t s we're a c t u a l l y p u t t i n g on the ground. To date 

we have 2,000 p r o j e c t s t h a t you see t h e r e put on the 

ground. 

P r o j e c t l e n g t h s v a r y f o r more than a m i l e t o l e s s 

t han 100 f e e t . T h e y ' l l average the l e n g t h o f about 2500 
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water q u a l i t y and t h e y ' r e c a l l e d work s i t e s . 

So what i s a c t u a l l y put on the ground o f the s e 

s i t e s ? One o f the b i g g e s t t h i n g s we advocate i s d r a i n a g e 

d i s c o n n e c t i o n , t r y t o d i s c o n n e c t the r u r a l stormwater 

system and t r y t o d i s p e r s e water and encourage 

i n f i l t r a t i o n . 

One o f the s i m p l e s t t h i n g s t o do i s add c u l v e r t s . 

The program has added over 6,500 c r o s s p i p e s o r c u l v e r t s 

under the roads o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

P i p e s are j u s t the b e g i n n i n g though. There are 

thoughts o f o t h e r p r a c t i c e s such as f i l l i n g the r o a d t o 

get r i d o f d i t c h e s a l t o g e t h e r t o e l i m i n a t e and c o n c e n t r a t e 

on d r a i n a g e and g i v e the m u n i c i p a l i t y a b e t t e r r o a d . 

I w i s h I had more t i m e . We have many, many 

p r a c t i c e s and we have e n t i r e two-day t r a i n i n g f u l l o f 

p r a c t i c e s , so I'm j u s t g o i n g t o s k i p over t h a t f o r 

now. 

One q u i c k note though, the program does not pay f o r 

p a v i n g roads, and we are about c r e a t i n g a more 

s u s t a i n a b l e , r u r a l r o a d i n the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e system, not 

n e c e s s a r i l y p a v i n g them because the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s c a n ' t 

a f f o r d t o keep m a i n t a i n i n g t h a t pavement. 
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o f t h a t i s used t o pay d i r e c t l y f o r on-the-ground p r o j e c t s 

i n the f o r m o f m a t e r i a l s , equipment and l a b o r . 

In a d d i t i o n t o t h a t , the program a l s o averages 37 

c e n t s on the d o l l a r o f i n - k i n d money f r o m m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 

even though no i n - k i n d i s r e q u i r e d , which means the D i r t 

and G r a v e l Road Maintenance Program r e c e i v e s $4 m i l l i o n a 

year and pu t s $4.1 m i l l i o n per year on the ground i n the 

fo r m o f m a t e r i a l s , equipment, and l a b o r . 

So why am I h e r e ? I'm here because the D i r t and 

G r a v e l Road Program i s i n danger o f b e i n g m a r g i n a l i z e d as 

the v a l u e o f i t s annual $5 m i l l i o n a l l o c a t i o n c o n t i n u e s t o 

erode s i n c e 1997. The program has a l o t more work t o do. 

About 11 per cent o f the 17,000 i d e n t i f i e d 

p o l l u t i o n s i t e s have been a d d r e s s e d f o r the p a s t 13 y e a r s . 

A t the c u r r e n t r a t e o f f u n d i n g , the program w i l l never 

have enough money t o address the c u r r e n t l y i d e n t i f i e d 

s i t e s , not t o mention r e a d d r e s s i n g s i t e s as t h e y age. 

So I am here t o ask you t o c o n s i d e r a d d i t i o n a l 

f u n d i n g f o r the D i r t and G r a v e l Road Maintenance Program. 

There's some s c e n a r i o s i f i t was i n c r e a s e d t o $10 m i l l i o n 

t o $15 m i l l i o n per year on the work s i t e s t o be add r e s s e d . 

A g a i n , i t doesn't account f o r r e - a d d r e s s i n g completed 
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r o a d system, and I'm g o i n g t o s k i p over t h a t f o r now 

because of t i m e . 

One o f the t h i n g s I do want t o say i s I r e a l i z e 

t h a t compared t o many of the o t h e r f u n d i n g r e q u e s t s you 

hear and compared t o any t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g p a c k e t s , I 

r e a l i z e t h a t we're s m a l l p o t a t o e s a t $5 m i l l i o n , but 

h o p e f u l l y I've i l l u s t r a t e d how the program has t a k e n t h a t 

s m a l l a l l o c a t i o n and put i t t o the b e s t p o s s i b l e u s e . 

I'd l i k e t o summarize by j u s t s a y i n g , who b e n e f i t s 

from t h i s ? C o n s e r v a t i o n D i s t r i c t s b e n e f i t , r u r a l 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s b e n e f i t , and t h e y ' r e the ones t h a t are 

a c t u a l l y l e a r n i n g and p u t t i n g t h e s e t h i n g s on the ground 

and g e t t i n g t h e i r problem s i t e s f i x e d . 

A l o t o f what we f o c u s on i s roads they've had 

problems w i t h because of washouts f o r whatever r e a s o n . 

Road u s e r s b e n e f i t whether i t ' s p u b l i c or p r i v a t e . L o c a l 

b u s i n e s s e s b e n e f i t and buy a l o t o f l i m e s t o n e from 

q u a r r i e s , a l o t o f p i p e s , a l o t o f f a b r i c as you can see 

t h e r e and use a l o t o f l o c a l c o n t r a c t o r s . 

And l a s t l y , the P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s streams and the 

p u b l i c b e n e f i t s . And on a f i n a l n o t e , I would l i k e t o 

say, don't t a k e my word f o r i t . Ask your l o c a l County 
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REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you. Chairman 

S t u r l a ? 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: J u s t one comment. As an 

urban l e g i s l a t o r , t h i s i s p r o b a b l y one o f the most c o s t 

e f f e c t i v e programs t h a t t h e r e i s and I a c t u a l l y t h i n k t h a t 

i t s h o u l d be used as a model of what we s h o u l d do w i t h 

about 20,000 m i l e s worth o f paved roads i n the S t a t e o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

These are c o n t r o l l e d l o c a l l y . They're done i n a 

c o s t e f f e c t i v e way where the l o c a l s a c t u a l l y u n d e r s t a n d 

what needs t o be done, when and how and where, and do i t 

at a cheaper p r i c e than we can r u n n i n g i t as p a r t o f the 

S t a t e system, and I t h i n k t h a t t h e r e ' s about 20,000 m i l e s 

o f roads t h a t are paved t h a t have l e s s than 2,000 c a r s a 

day. I f we have a s i m i l a r system where we work w i t h the 

l o c a l s t o do the maintenance on those roads, I t h i n k we 

can be much more c o s t e f f e c t i v e i n the way we do those 

roads, so I commend your t o p i c and program, and here's one 

urban l e g i s l a t o r you can count on f o r s u p p o r t f o r t h a t . 

MR. BLOSER: Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, thank you v e r y 

much. 
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MR. RUDDOCK: Thank you v e r y much. Good 

a f t e r n o o n . As s t a t e d , I am Rod Ruddock, Chairman of the 

I n d i a n a County Commissioners and a l s o V i c e Chairman of the 

Southwestern P e n n s y l v a n i a Commission. 

The S t a t e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d v i s o r y Committee F u n d i n g 

Study, May 2010, d i d an e x c e l l e n t j o b , I b e l i e v e , on 

d e t a i l i n g the e x t e n s i v e maintenance of needs of roads and 

b r i d g e s f o r our b a c k l o g o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o n c e r n s . 

Our f o c u s , o f c o u r s e , f a l l s upon the s h o u l d e r s o f 

D i s t r i c t s 10, 11, and 12 and our t r a n s i t p a r t n e r s . I 

might add t h a t t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s a l s o have a b r i d g e problem 

-- PennDOT and l o c a l l y owned b r i d g e s i n A l l e g h e n y County, 

f o r i n s t a n c e , the P o r t o f A l l e g h e n y County owns and 

m a i n t a i n s 80 b r i d g e s , many of which are major s t r u c t u r e s 

and more than h a l f o f them over 40 y e a r s o f age, 50 y e a r s 

o f age. 

And we a l s o want t o say t h a t o t h e r programs t h a t we 

have a c c o u n t a b i l i t y f o r as an SPC are the S t a t e R a i l 

F r e i g h t A s s i s t a n c e Program, and we want t o r e c o g n i z e the 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s and s u p p o r t t h a t the Commonwealth c o n t i n u e s 

t o p r o v i d e t o t h a t i m p o r t a n t program. 

Keep i n mind t h a t the r a i l system i s i n t e g r a l t o 
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and t e a r . 

On a p e r s o n a l n o t e , p e r s o n a l l y , I t h i n k we gave up 

way too soon on t r a n s i t r a i l movement i n our c r o s s c o u n t r y 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

As we a l l know, t h e r e i s a s e r i o u s f u n d i n g gap. I t 

s h o u l d n ' t be a s u r p r i s e t o anyone. I t d i d n ' t happen 

o v e r n i g h t and w i l l not be s o l v e d o v e r n i g h t . The money 

t h a t i s c u r r e n t l y p r o v i d e d f a l l s w o e f u l l y s h o r t o f our 

needs. 

M u l t i p l e attempts have been made t o c l o s e the 

f u n d i n g gap, but u n t i l the S t a t e o r F e d e r a l Governments 

agree on a s i z a b l e revenue i n c r e a s e , the b a c k l o a d o f 

d e f i c i e n c i e s w i l l c o n t i n u e t o grow. More s i m p l y put, p a s t 

revenue measures have not measured up. 

We seem t o be d o i n g an e x c e l l e n t j o b on good 

highways and k e e p i n g them i n good c o n d i t i o n . P r e s e r v a t i o n 

work i s w o r k i n g . However, the o t h e r key f u n d i n g 

p r i o r i t i e s are not b e i n g met. S i g n i f i c a n t l y more money i s 

r e q u i r e d each year j u s t t o s t a y even w i t h the a g i n g and 

c r u m b l i n g roads, b r i d g e s , buses, and t r a n s i t f a c i l i t i e s , 

but the b i g g e s t need o f a l l i s a d d r e s s i n g the b a c k l o a d o f 

d e f i c i e n t roads and b r i d g e s , the ones t h a t we p a t c h e d 
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and roads i n the SPC r e g i o n are about $232 m i l l i o n 

a n n u a l l y . R e b u i l d i n g f a c i l i t i e s t h a t wear out each year 

i s a n o t her $276 m i l l i o n , and t h a t ' s $508 m i l l i o n a n n u a l l y . 

We get an average o f about $450 m i l l i o n a y e a r . That's 

j u s t t o f a l l s h o r t o f our e x p e c t a t i o n t o manage those 

r o a d s . 

We a c t u a l l y have about another $402 m i l l i o n a year 

on t o p o f a l l o f t h a t f o r those roads and b r i d g e s t h a t are 

not b e i n g s u p p o r t e d i n long-range upgrades. 

A t t a c k i n g t h i s accumulated maintenance burden w i t h 

a budget t h a t i s s h o r t on r e s o u r c e s compromises each o f 

thes e t h r e e maintenance areas and l e a d s t o f a u l t y 

outcomes. When p r e s e r v a t i o n i s s h o r t changed, roads and 

b r i d g e s d e t e r i o r a t e sooner than t h e i r d e s i g n l i f e , but l e t 

us a l s o not f o r g e t t h a t we need t o address our need f o r 

new c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h i s would e x t e n d t o growing 

c o n g e s t i o n , s a f e t y improvements, county and m u n i c i p a l 

roads and b r i d g e s , and t r a f f i c upgrades j u s t t o name a 

few. 

The TAC r e p o r t , and I have t o be c a r e f u l g o i n g i n t o 

t h i s because I know a l o t o f q u e s t i o n s are coming up about 

how do we pay f o r a l l o f t h i s . 
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know, you f a l l , and i t seems r e a s o n a b l e t o do gas s h a r i n g , 

revenue s h a r i n g , but maybe we need t o r e v i s i t the t o l l i n g 

p l a n . Maybe t h a t ' s p a r t o f the whole p r o c e s s . 

The key here t o the whole p r o c e s s though i s , the 

key here i s t h a t we have t o j u s t i f y what we do. In 

s u p p o r t i n g revenue i n c r e a s e s , we a l l know t h a t most peop l e 

don't d i s t i n g u i s h who owns a p a r t i c u l a r r o a d or b r i d g e . 

They j u s t want t o know what are b e i n g m a i n t a i n e d 

r e s p o n s i b l y and i n the most e f f i c i e n t way p o s s i b l e , and I 

might say t h i s -- and I'm g o i n g t o go r i g h t t o the end 

because t h i s i s an i m p o r t a n t comment and I know t h a t my 

time i s g e t t i n g s h o r t . 

As a r u r a l County Commissioner, we must f i n d a way 

t o i n c r e a s e the l i q u i d f u e l a l l o c a t i o n t o our townships 

and boroughs. L o c a l roads and b r i d g e s p r o v i d e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n l i n k s f o r our employed t o t r a v e l o f t e n 

a c r o s s county b o u n d a r i e s t o seek and m a i n t a i n q u a l i t y 

j o b s . The l o c a l roads and b r i d g e s t h e y t r a v e l are 

s e r i o u s l y d e f i c i e n t . 

When i t becomes n e c e s s a r y f o r the S t a t e t o c a l l 

upon the p u b l i c t o i n c r e a s e t h e i r t a x or o t h e r proposed 

revenues, we must keep i n mind t h a t t h i s i s a community 
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Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you, Commissioner, 

and I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t and I know t h a t Chairman G e i s t and I 

are on the same l i n e , t h a t a n y t h i n g we do, we have t o 

i n c l u d e the l o c a l s . You know, we have not g i v e n them 

enough money over the y e a r s and we need t o do t h a t . 

But l e t me j u s t ask you k i n d o f e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l t o 

e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l h e r e . 

MR. RUDDOCK: Okay. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: You know, we're a l l i n 

the p o l i t i c a l c a u l d r o n t o g e t h e r , a t l e a s t you and I and 

the r e s t o f us here on the p a n e l , and g e t t i n g t h i s money, 

you know, I mean, we can hear a l l the t e s t i m o n y we want 

about a l l the needs and e v e r y t h i n g , but o f c o u r s e , t o 

a c t u a l l y r a i s e t h i s money, somebody i s g o i n g t o have t o 

put up some v o t e s somewhere, and some of those v o t e s are 

g o i n g t o be v e r y d i f f i c u l t i n a v e r y d i f f i c u l t , p o l i t i c a l 

and economic y e a r . 

You're an e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l . What k i n d of s u p p o r t 

are you w i l l i n g t o g i v e your S t a t e e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s , your 

S t a t e House member, your S t a t e S e n a t o r , r e l a t i v e t o them 

making some v e r y , v e r y d i f f i c u l t , tough v o t e s , perhaps 
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l o c a l S t a t e House and Senate members? 

MR. RUDDOCK: W e l l , I can say f o r I n d i a n a County 

s p e c i f i c a l l y where I'm e l e c t e d , we have a g r e a t team o f 

l e g i s l a t o r s who are t h e r e , and one o f them 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , J e f f P y l e i s here, Sam Smith, Dave Reed, 

and S e n ator Don White. 

What i s key i s t h a t we have t o be on the same sheet 

of m usic. I f we a l l b e l i e v e i n a p a r t i c u l a r d i r e c t i o n 

t h a t we need t o t a k e , we have always s a t down, d i s c u s s e d 

i t , and s u p p o r t e d each o t h e r . We may not always b e l i e v e 

i n each o t h e r ' s p l a n s , but we sup p o r t each o t h e r ' s i n t e n t , 

and t h a t ' s r e a l l y c r i t i c a l , I t h i n k , t o s e l l p r o d u c t t o 

the S t a t e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . I f we b e l i e v e i n i t , we have 

t o c o l l e c t i v e l y s e l l i t and c o l l e c t i v e l y s u p p o r t i t . 

Would I p e r s o n a l l y ? I would s u p p o r t my l e g i s l a t i v e 

team i f t h a t ' s the d i r e c t i o n t h e y wanted t o go. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: You would do t h a t 

p u b l i c l y ? 

MR. RUDDOCK: A b s o l u t e l y . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Good answer! 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you, Commissioner 

Ruddock. 
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MR. KUNZ: Not anymore a c t u a l l y . I'm i n P i t t s b u r g h 

now. Remember, we moved? 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: That's r i g h t . You're 

s o c i a l c l i m b i n g now. Thanks f o r d r i v i n g up here today. 

MR. KUNZ: No problem. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: And we do a p p r e c i a t e 

i t . 

MR. KUNZ: Chairman Markosek, members o f the House 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee, my name i s James Kunz, J r . I'm 

a b u s i n e s s manager o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union o f O p e r a t i n g 

E n g i n e e r s , L o c a l 66, r e p r e s e n t i n g about 7,000 men and 

women i n 33 P e n n s y l v a n i a c o u n t i e s i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n , 

p i p e l i n e , u t i l i t y and heavy equipment s e r v i c e i n d u s t r i e s 

here i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

They use P e n n s y l v a n i a roads and b r i d g e s t o t r a v e l 

t o work and p l a y . They depend on b r i d g e , highway, and 

o t h e r c o n s t r u c t i o n f o r t h e i r j o b s . My members are 

t a x p a y i n g , v o t i n g P e n n s y l v a n i a r e s i d e n t s who are w i l l i n g 

t o work h a r d t o c r e a t e the b e s t economic environments f o r 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

I am here today t o speak i n su p p o r t o f d e d i c a t e d 

f u n d i n g s o u r c e s t o not o n l y f i l l the $472 m i l l i o n f u n d i n g 
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i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and a l s o i n c r e a s e i t s c a p a c i t y t o meet 

f u t u r e needs. 

We w i l l s u p p o r t i n c r e a s i n g the g a s o l i n e t a x , 

i n c r e a s i n g the cap on the o i l f r a n c h i s e t a x , i n c r e a s i n g 

v e h i c l e r e g i s t r a t i o n and d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e f e e s , the use o f 

S t a t e bonds, the r e v i s i t i n g o f the t o l l i n g o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s I n t e r s t a t e highways or any c o m b i n a t i o n o f 

t h e s e p r o p o s a l s . We are a l s o open t o o t h e r s u g g e s t i o n s . 

We are not opposed t o the p r i v a t i z a t i o n o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a roads or b r i d g e s or t o o t h e r p u b l i c / p r i v a t e 

p a r t n e r s h i p s , but we are concerned about the d e t a i l s . 

Many q u e s t i o n s need t o be answered. W i l l a l e a s e 

r e s u l t i n d i m i n i s h e d r e s o u r c e s t o the p u b l i c ? What e f f e c t 

w i l l the l e a s e have on c u r r e n t p u b l i c employees? I s 

f o r e i g n c o n t r o l o f a p u b l i c a s s e t w i s e ? And what 

s a f e g u a r d s can be put i n p l a c e t o m a i n t a i n t r a n s p a r e n c y 

and a c c o u n t a b i l i t y i n t o l l r o a d o p e r a t i o n s t o name a 

few? 

At s e v e r a l o f the h e a r i n g s , a few have recommended 

the e l i m i n a t i o n o f S t a t e p r e v a i l i n g wages on p u b l i c 

p r o j e c t s t o reduce the c o s t . We b e l i e v e t h i s would not 

d e l i v e r the s u g g ested s a v i n g s but would i n f a c t have a 
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c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t s employ P e n n s y l v a n i a t a x p a y e r s . 

There i s no i n c e n t i v e f o r a c o n t r a c t o r t o use o u t - o f - S t a t e 

workers o r i l l e g a l a l i e n s t o p e r f o r m t h i s work when he has 

to pay the p r e v a i l i n g wage, t h a t i s , the r a t e o f pay most 

commonly p a i d i n the S t a t e f o r t h i s type o f work. 

We b e l i e v e t h a t e l i m i n a t i n g the S t a t e p r e v a i l i n g 

wage would r e s u l t i n a d r a m a t i c i n c r e a s e i n the use o f 

o u t - o f - S t a t e and i l l e g a l workers i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

O u t - o f - S t a t e workers do not pay P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e 

income t a x e s but i n s t e a d t h a t money goes t o another S t a t e . 

I l l e g a l workers pay none. In a d d i t i o n , t r a n s i e n t workers 

do not buy houses here, c a r s o r make o t h e r major 

p u r c h a s e s . In f a c t t h e y spend l i t t l e o f t h e i r d i s p o s a b l e 

income when t r a v e l i n g but i n s t e a d send t h a t money home. 

A g a i n , the S t a t e as w e l l as l o c a l communities l o s e . 

A 2006 s t u d y showed t h a t the e l i m i n a t i o n o f 

p r e v a i l i n g wages i n M i n n e s o t a would c u t income t a x and 

s a l e s t a x t o the S t a t e . Other s t u d i e s have shown t h a t i n 

S t a t e s t h a t have r e p e a l e d p r e v a i l i n g wage laws workers' 

a c c e s s t o h e a l t h i n s u r a n c e drops by 79 p e r cent and i n j u r y 

r a t e s i n c r e a s e by as much as 14 p e r c e n t . These c o s t s 

would be s h i f t e d t o P e n n s y l v a n i a t a x p a y e r s . 
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We need t o see i t as an i n v e s t m e n t i n P e n n s y l v a n i a 

t h a t w i l l produce a s t e a d y r e t u r n f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . I t 

i s j o b s f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a n s , b o t h c o n s t r u c t i o n and 

permanent. I t i s a r e d u c t i o n i n t r a f f i c c o n g e s t i o n t h a t 

would a l l o w P e n n s y l v a n i a n s t o t r a v e l t o work or t o shop 

w i t h ease and a l l o w P e n n s y l v a n i a goods t o get t o customers 

q u i c k l y and a t a r e a s o n a b l e c o s t . 

B e t t e r roads and b r i d g e s l e a d t o reduced 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o s t s t h a t w i l l g i v e P e n n s y l v a n i a b u s i n e s s 

an edge i n competing i n the g l o b a l m a r k e t p l a c e . The good 

j o b s t h a t r e s u l t from i n v e s t i n g i n our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and the economic development t h a t f o l l o w s 

a l l o w P e n n s y l v a n i a workers t o g i v e back t o the S t a t e and 

t h e i r communities t h r o u g h i n c r e a s e d spending, t a x e s , and 

community i n v o l v e m e n t . Everyone wins. 

You are f a c e d w i t h the d a u n t i n g t a s k o f i d e n t i f y i n g 

a r e s p o n s i b l e c o u r s e o f a c t i o n and determine how t o fund 

our f u t u r e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs. No one l i k e s t o pay 

more, but d o i n g n o t h i n g now w i l l o n l y c o s t the S t a t e 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y more l a t e r . We need t o i n v e s t i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s f u t u r e and we need t o i n v e s t now. 

Thank you. 
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There has been a l o t o f r e s e a r c h , a l o t o f d i f f e r e n t s t u d i e s 

r e g a r d i n g the p r e v a i l i n g wage, and those s t u d i e s u s u a l l y 

i n d i c a t e 10 p e r c e n t , 20 p e r c e n t , 30 p e r cent o f the c o s t 

can be saved w i t h t h a t p r e v a i l i n g wage. I t i s about 

co n c e r n about o u t - o f - S t a t e w o r k e r s . 

But what i f we p a s s e d a law t h a t b a s i c a l l y , you 

know, d i d away w i t h the p r e v a i l i n g wage, but you had t o 

h i r e P e n n s y l v a n i a workers f o r on those c o n s t r u c t i o n 

s i t e s ? 

MR. KUNZ: I can g i v e you a t l e a s t 50 s t u d i e s t h a t 

show e x a c t l y the o p p o s i t e , which i s s i g n i f i c a n t l y more 

than those used t o use t h i s 30 p e r c e n t , which i s s o r t o f 

a number p u l l e d out o f the sky. 

I f you l o o k a t a t y p i c a l r o a d -- and a c t u a l l y , some 

of those s t u d i e s were based on b u i l d i n g homes, which are a 

b i t more l a b o r i n t e n s i v e and have lower m a t e r i a l c o s t s i n 

the c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

When you l o o k a t r o a d and b r i d g e c o n s t r u c t i o n and 

you l o o k a t the t o t a l c o s t and t h a t o f l a b o r i n r e l a t i o n 

t o the m a t e r i a l s , the f u e l , the equipment c o s t s , e t 

c e t e r a , and then what you have t o l o o k a t i s what i s the 

p r e v a i l i n g wage, what would the wage go t o w i t h the 
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where you would have t h a t i n c r e a s e d c o s t as we have shown 

where employees go w i t h o u t h e a l t h c a r e t h a t g e t s p a s s e d on 

to S t a t e and any number o f o t h e r c o s t s . 

We b e l i e v e i n the l o n g run t h a t i t would c o s t the 

S t a t e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a more money as a S t a t e i f you don't 

have p r e v a i l i n g wages. 

REPRESENTATIVE ROAE: W e l l , w i t h a l l due r e s p e c t , I 

t h i n k t h e r e i s a l o t o f r e s e a r c h t h a t shows t h a t p r e v a i l i n g 

wage a c t u a l l y i n c r e a s e s the c o s t . 

You are c o r r e c t t h a t t h e r e i s a l s o r e s e a r c h t h a t 

shows i t d e c r e a s e s . I guess you have t o l o o k a t who i s 

f u n d i n g the s t u d i e s . I'm sure some o f the s t u d i e s on b o t h 

s i d e s are p r o b a b l y b i a s e d t o come up w i t h an answer t h a t 

p e o p l e are l o o k i n g f o r , but I t h i n k i t ' s i m p o r t a n t as we 

l o o k a t t h i n g s t h a t we l o o k a t a l l p o s s i b l e a n g l e s . 

I know t h a t a l o t o f l o c a l governments are 

concerned. They used t o be a b l e t o do ro a d maintenance, 

you know, l i k e throw i n some s e a l e r on the ro a d o r throw 

i n a t h i n l a y e r o f b l a c k t o p on t o p o f an e x i s t i n g r o a d . 

They used t o be a b l e t o j u s t do t h a t . 

W e l l , now t h a t ' s c o n s i d e r e d c o n s t r u c t i o n and t h e y 

have t o do p r e v a i l i n g wage now. That's added t o the c o s t 
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There's a l r e a d y e v i d e n c e t h a t p r e v a i l i n g wage c o s t s 

more on some p r o j e c t s . I j u s t t h i n k t h a t i t ' s something 

we have t o l o o k a t . We have t o e i t h e r i n c r e a s e the l i m i t 

o f what p r o j e c t s q u a l i f y f o r p r e v a i l i n g wage, adjustment 

f o r i n f l a t i o n , c o m p l e t e l y e l i m i n a t i n g i t , and maybe d o i n g 

a t r i a l p e r i o d . Go one year and have a one-year 

moratorium on i t and see, does i t save money or does i t 

c o s t money? 

Would you a c t u a l l y be w i l l i n g t o l o o k a t any o f 

those t h i n g s ? 

MR. KUNZ: W e l l , I'm w i l l i n g t o l o o k a t a n y t h i n g , 

but I would r e s p e c t f u l l y d i s a g r e e w i t h some o f the s t u d i e s 

you're u s i n g , and I would ask you t o ta k e a l o o k a t an 

e v a l u a t i o n o f p r e v a i l i n g wage i n M i n n e s o t a , which i s one 

of the more r e c e n t s t u d i e s from 2006 by a Dr. L i s a J o r d a n , 

and a c t u a l l y , the f i r m t h a t d i d the s t u d y came out o f 

N o r t h C a r o l i n a , and i t was an independent s t u d y p a i d f o r 

by the S t a t e o f M i n n e s o t a when th e y l o o k e d a t whether t h e y 

s h o u l d e l i m i n a t e the p r e v a i l i n g wage, which t h e y d e c i d e d 

not t o do a f t e r t h i s s t u d y was t a k e n . 

So I mean, we c o u l d p r o b a b l y throw s t u d i e s back and 

f o r t h a l l day. I t h i n k sometimes i t ' s p h i l o s o p h i c a l , but 
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be s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r than the i n i t i a l s a v i n g s , what 

i n i t i a l s a v i n g s o c c u r by the e l i m i n a t i o n o f p r e v a i l i n g 

wage. 

REPRESENTATIVE ROAE: W e l l , we c o u l d go on a l l day 

t a l k i n g about t h i s , but we're g o i n g t o have t o agree t o 

d i s a g r e e , I t h i n k . Thank you, s i r . 

MR. KUNZ: Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S t u r l a ? 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: J u s t one q u i c k q u e s t i o n on 

the i s s u e o f p r e v a i l i n g wage. 

What p e r c e n t a g e o f a j o b i s t y p i c a l l y m a t e r i a l s 

v e r s u s l a b o r ? 

MR. KUNZ: I t depends upon the type o f j o b s , but 

o f t e n t i m e s , the a c t u a l l a b o r c o s t might be 15 t o 20, maybe 

30 per c e n t , and t h a t ' s the t o t a l c o s t o f l a b o r on a 

c o n s t r u c t i o n j o b , which i s roads and b r i d g e s , and t h e r e i n 

l i e s the rub. 

You would have t o e l i m i n a t e the e n t i r e wage package 

i n o r d e r t o get t o a 30 per cent s a v i n g s on t h a t j o b 

because s t e e l , on a b r i d g e , s t e e l , the c o s t s are d r i v e n 

by s t e e l and c o n c r e t e and a l o t o f o t h e r f a c t o r s , not 
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you, a l l t h r e e o f you, v e r y good. 

Okay, w e ' l l get the next group here: Mr. F r e d 

H a r d i n g , who i s a v o l u n t e e r w i t h AARP, and our good 

f r i e n d , Tom B i c e , came up from URS C o r p o r a t i o n today, and 

the C l a r i o n County Economic Development C o r p o r a t i o n w i t h 

B i l l Henry. 

MR. HARDING: I f I go f i r s t , I'm g o i n g t o be v e r y 

b r i e f . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, Mr. H a r d i n g , you 

have f i v e m i n u t e s . 

MR. HARDING: F i v e m i n u t e s , a l l r i g h t . You s a i d 

you a l l have t h i s copy, r i g h t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: R i g h t . 

MR. HARDING: So t h e r e ' s no sense i n me t r y i n g t o 

r e a d i t th r o u g h my b i f o c a l s , r i g h t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Yes, we w i l l agree w i t h 

t h a t . 

MR. HARDING: L e t me t e l l you my s t o r y on ro a d s . 

In 19 I guess i t would have been '20 some, I saw the 

f i r s t r o a d paved i n Lawrence County. I t was Route 18. 

B e f o r e t h a t , we had mud roads and we had stone roads and 

we had macadem ro a d s . 
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nobody would be a b l e t o do i t , but i t ' s changed. You've 

changed i t so much, and i t ' s such a n e c e s s i t y t o us, t o 

o l d e r p e o p l e . 

And I ' l l r e p r e s e n t t h a t I he a r d somebody say about 

10,000 or something. I'm r e p r e s e n t i n g a m i l l i o n , 900 

thousand, and we're not a s k i n g f o r a n y t h i n g . We're a s k i n g 

you i n your c o n v i c t i o n t o ta k e i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n some o f 

the problems t h a t e l d e r l y p e o p l e f a c e . 

And admit i t . Most o f them i s t r y i n g t o l i v e i n 

t h e i r own home r a t h e r than go t o a n u r s i n g home or 

a s s i s t e d l i v i n g home, and we've been p u s h i n g t h a t because 

t h e y ' r e more c o m f o r t a b l e . However, i n the p a s t 50 y e a r s , 

t h e y moved out o f the c i t i e s and now t h e y ' r e s u b u r b a n i t e s . 

Now you got o l d , o l d s u b u r b a n i t e s , and th e y need c a r s and 

t h e y ' r e too o l d t o d r i v e . I have my d r i v e r s i t t i n g over 

t h e r e because I s l e p t on the way up. 

The p o i n t I'm t r y i n g t o make i s i t ' s v e r y , v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t t h a t we f i n d some type o f p u b l i c t r a n s i t f o r 

thes e p e o p l e t h a t l i v e i n the county t h a t don't have 

a n y t h i n g and th e y c a n ' t get anywhere. 

I f I want t o go t o a s t o r e , I have t o c a l l a t a x i 

o r I have t o d r i v e . Now th e y don't want me on the ro a d 
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have the same problem. 

I know you have b i g time , h a r d time r o a d problems. 

They're b e a u t i f u l , b e a u t i f u l highways. Hey, you know, 

some d e t e r i o r a t e a l i t t l e b i t , but when you're t a k i n g i n t o 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s e t t i n g up a program, I would p l e a s e hope 

t h a t you would l o o k a t a way t h a t you c o u l d get more f a s t 

moving -- what do I want t o say -- where p e o p l e can c a t c h 

a bus or c a t c h a t r o l l e y o r something w i t h i n maybe 5 

minutes o r a 5-minute walk from where t h e y l i v e . 

That's what we want t o see and t h a t ' s v e r y , v e r y 

h a r d because I don't t h i n k you have the money f o r t h a t 

k i n d o f a program, but keep i t i n mind when you're 

p l a n n i n g your f u t u r e , t o o , because w i t h the a g i n g 

p o p u l a t i o n , i t ' s r e a l l y g e t t i n g b i g g e r , and i f you ta k e a 

l o o k a t the a g i n g p o p u l a t i o n i n t h a t note o r on those 

forms t h e r e , i t ' s o u t r a g e o u s . W e ' l l have one o f the 

l a r g e s t what i s i t somewhere around 40 per cent i n 

2020 w i l l be over 65. Do you r e a l i z e t h a t ? When you go 

over 65, you move p r e t t y f a s t towards 90, I'm t e l l i n g you. 

I'm dead s e r i o u s . 

What I would l i k e t o make sure t h a t you u n d e r s t a n d 

on t h a t p r o p o s a l i s we ca n ' t g i v e you a n y t h i n g . We have 
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a n y t h i n g more about i t . 

I ' l l answer any q u e s t i o n s you have. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: You d i d w o n d e r f u l . Out 

o f a l l the h e a r i n g s we've had, I don't know t h a t we've had 

as good a h e a r i n g o r as good o f t e s t i m o n y as y o u r s . I t 

was w o n d e r f u l , so I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

Any q u e s t i o n s from anybody? 

(No r e s p o n s e ) 

Okay, thank you. You can j u s t s t a y t h e r e f o r a 

b i t , s i r , and w e ' l l l i s t e n t o Mr. B i l l Henry from the 

C l a r i o n County Economic Development C o r p o r a t i o n . 

MR. HENRY: I ' l l d e f e r t o John S t r o u p . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, John S t r o u p , you're 

g o i n g t o f i l l i n ? 

MR. STROUP: Yes. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: You're w i t h the C l a r i o n 

A r e a Chamber o f B u s i n e s s & I n d u s t r y and becoming c l o s e 

t o my f a v o r i t e Chamber, not q u i t e , w i t h M o n r o e v i l l e and 

MR. STROUP: I w i l l t r y t o be b r i e f and s t a y on 

cours e on some o f t h i s , but I do a p p r e c i a t e the House 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee and P o l i c y Committees f o r 
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You are c o r r e c t t h a t i n a c t i o n i s not a c c e p t a b l e , 

but a l s o we know t h a t what has happened i n the l a s t 3 

y e a r s i s p r o b a b l y not a c c e p t a b l e e i t h e r . We knew t h a t 

I n t e r s t a t e , the t o l l i n g p r o p o s a l s e t f o r t h by the T u r n p i k e 

Commission, d i d not f o l l o w F e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n s and t h a t ' s 

what we're s a y i n g , and a l l a l o n g the l a s t c o u p l e y e a r s , 

t h e r e ' s no P l a n B or t h i s i s P l a n B. W e l l , t h a t ' s b e h i n d 

us now. We've got t o move f o r w a r d . 

There's no doubt t h a t the p e o p l e here had been 

s t e a d f a s t i n i t , and I must commend the Committee and the 

l e a d e r s h i p , Mr. Markosek and Mr. G e i s t , f o r l i s t e n i n g t o 

the c i t i z e n s today. The h e a r i n g i s i m p o r t a n t and f o r the 

f i r s t t i m e , we can be h e a r d as a v o i c e . 

V a r i o u s meetings we t a l k e d about, and you have my 

i n f o r m a t i o n t h e r e , and we t a l k e d about i t b e f o r e , but the 

b i g g e s t t h i n g was the December 2008 m e e t i n g t h a t you were 

here, Mr. Markosek, t h a t we t a l k e d about some o f the 

a l t e r n a t i v e s . 

I do have the d i s k o f t h a t m e e t i n g . I know t h a t 

our R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , Donna O b e r l a n d e r , d i d g i v e i t t o you. 

H o p e f u l l y , you can r e v i e w i t so I don't have t o go i n t o i t 

today, some o f the i d e a s t h a t t h e y had t h e r e . 
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g o i n g t o go ahead and do a s t u d y t o show what the economic 

impact was. W e l l , t h a t never happened, never saw 

a n y t h i n g , so we a c t u a l l y commissioned the s t u d y o u r s e l v e s 

and we d i d see t h a t i t had a l a r g e impact on us. 

A l s o , the o t h e r s t u d y t h a t has t o be mentioned i s 

the 2006 Governor's T r a n s p o r t a t i o n F u n d i n g & Reform 

Commission r e p o r t t h a t t a l k e d about what was g o i n g on, 

what were some o f the o p t i o n s . T o l l i n g I n t e r s t a t e 80 was 

not one o f the o p t i o n s , so keep t h a t i n mind t h a t those 

were some o f the t h i n g s . 

A l o n g the way, most o f the arguments t h a t were 

b e i n g made about 80, and we've he a r d today, i s t h a t i t ' s 

got t o pay f o r i t s e l f . W e l l , t h r o u g h a p p o r t i o n m e n t s , we 

e s t i m a t e , we see r o u g h l y 130 m i l l i o n t o 240 m i l l i o n 

h i s t o r i c a l l y have come back t o the S t a t e c o f f e r s t h r o u g h 

t h i s a pportionment, t h a t 240 m i l l i o n have come back t o the 

S t a t e c o f f e r s on t h i s , and r o u g h l y , h i s t o r i c a l l y a g a i n , 

we've o n l y spent $80 m i l l i o n on maintenance o f I n t e r s t a t e 

80, and those are coming a c t u a l l y from PennDOT's own 

budgets and s t u f f , so t h e r e are t h i n g s t h a t we see t h a t we 

are p a y i n g f o r . I t ' s p a y i n g f o r i t s e l f . Now what do we 

do w i t h the s i d e roads and e v e r y t h i n g e l s e ? That's a 
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a c t u a l l y b e i n g a l l o c a t e d . Recent media accounts have 

shown the remorse by SEPTA and PAT over the F e d e r a l 

r e j e c t i o n o f I-80 t o l l i n g , so o b v i o u s l y , we know the 

t o l l i n g was d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y t i e d t o those f u n d i n g s , 

so t h a t has t o be l o o k e d a t . 

Do not get me wrong. The Commonwealth needs 

t r a n s i t . W ithout i t , the economy would slow, but the 

l e g i s l a t u r e must f i n d ways o f making t r a n s i t s u s t a i n a b l e . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , f u l l and t r a n s p a r e n t revenue s o u r c e s and 

expenses must be d e l i n e a t e d i n t h i s y e a r ' s budget. 

Other i d e a s w i l l be p r e s e n t e d and have been 

p r e s e n t e d today, but I hope t h a t lawmakers w i l l c o n s i d e r 

t h a t t h e y need t o r e p e a l A c t 44. As l o n g as A c t 44 i s 

s t i l l law, t h e r e w i l l be problems m e e t i n g i t s f u n d i n g 

o b l i g a t i o n s . 

Mr. Chairman, i f I can l e a v e you t h i s , w i t h one 

message today, and i t i s the message t h a t I-80 t o l l i n g 

s h o u l d no l o n g e r be p a r t o f the e q u a t i o n . The r e g i o n has 

spoken and the F e d e r a l Government has spoken on numerous 

o c c a s i o n s . A r e g i o n a l b a n d - a i d i s not a Commonwealth-wide 

s o l u t i o n . 

T h i s i s your j o b and I w i s h you l u c k i n s o l v i n g i t . 
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REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, 

and i t ' s c r y s t a l c l e a r t o me t h a t the C l a r i o n A r e a Chamber 

of Commerce opposes the t o l l i n g o f 80. What i s l e s s c l e a r 

t o me i s whether o r not the C l a r i o n Chamber s u p p o r t s 

a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g s o u r c e s , and I d i d not see the d i s k i n 

the p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

Can you share w i t h me the C l a r i o n Chamber's 

p o s i t i o n w i t h r e s p e c t t o a gas t a x i n c r e a s e ? 

MR. STROUP: We have t a l k e d about d i f f e r e n t revenue 

s o u r c e s and i t ' s not a m a t t e r o f us a g r e e i n g w i t h -- I'm 

not g o i n g t o speak f o r the Chamber, and I know the 

P e n n s y l v a n i a Chamber has t a l k e d about i t and we t a l k e d 

about i t the o t h e r day, they've endorsed i t , yes, so we 

have not put f o r t h an endorsement o f i t . We know t h e r e ' s 

got t o be something done, and so i f t h a t ' s p a r t o f i t , 

t h a t ' s g o i n g t o have t o be p a r t o f i t . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: L e t me phrase the q u e s t i o n 

d i f f e r e n t l y t h e n . Does the C l a r i o n Chamber oppose a gas 

t a x i n c r e a s e ? 

MR. STROUP: No. 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: Secondly, you mentioned a 

r e p e a l o f A c t 44. Does t h a t suggest then t h a t you are 
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thought o f t h a t p o s i t i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: W e l l , the T u r n p i k e f e e s 

were i n c r e a s e d 25 per cent the f i r s t year and 3 per cent 

each subsequent y e a r , and those funds do f i n d a way back 

to c o u n t i e s l i k e C l a r i o n , Monroe, and Luzerne, and I 

r e p r e s e n t the l a t t e r two. 

So i f we were t o r e p e a l A c t 44 i n i t s e n t i r e t y , 

t hen would we even have a g r e a t e r r o l e t o f i l l ? 

MR. STROUP: I have seen the T u r n p i k e Commission i n 

the p a s t r a i s e t h e s e w i t h o r w i t h o u t A c t 44s. They've 

always had t h a t a b i l i t y t o do i t w i t h o u t the A c t a l s o and 

p l u s the f e e s , you know, and I have t o see where t h e y ' r e 

coming from and what t h e y do because I l o o k e d a t the 

P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i k e budget and I don't see where a l l 

t h a t money o t h e r than what t h e y funded l a t e l y t h r o u g h the 

b i l l , the l o a n s they've had t a k e n out and bond i s s u e s , and 

t h a t ' s where t h a t f u n d i n g i t coming from r i g h t now. 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: I t h i n k you may want t o 

tak e a second l o o k a t t h a t r e a l l y because i t ' s a case o f 

b e i n g c a r e f u l what you w i s h f o r he r e . I'm not sure t h a t a 

t o t a l r e p e a l o f A c t 44 would be i n the b e s t i n t e r e s t o f 

C l a r i o n County and some o f the o t h e r c o u n t i e s i n the 
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mentioned b e f o r e , we're g o i n g t o have 150 or more each 

y e a r , and i t ' s easy t o say, do i t , and i t g e t s r e a l l y h a r d 

when you get t o the d e t a i l s , and so the f a c t o f the m a t t e r 

i s t h a t I have a f e e l i n g t h a t we're g o i n g t o hear the 

D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r from PennDOT f o r C l a r i o n County t a l k 

about a l l the ro a d and b r i d g e needs i n t h i s County and 

C o u n t i e s s u r r o u n d i n g C l a r i o n , and those needs are g o i n g t o 

be s i g n i f i c a n t , and we're g o i n g t o have t o f i n d a way t o 

pay f o r them because r i g h t now, the c u r r e n t f u n d i n g l e v e l s 

w i l l not su p p o r t a program t h a t p r o v i d e s a s a f e and 

e f f i c i e n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t h a t worked f o r t h i s town o r 

o t h e r t h i n g s , so I ' l l s t o p t h e r e . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: I j u s t want t o add an 

e d i t o r i a l comment. When you say r e p e a l A c t 44, a l o t o f 

the s t u f f i n A c t 44 i s e x c e l l e n t . The f u n d i n g f o r m u l a 

t h a t ' s i n t h e r e i s o f r e a l b e n e f i t f o r C l a r i o n , C r awford, 

a l l t h e s e c o u n t i e s . That was l o n g i n coming, and I t h i n k 

t h a t the PennDOT pe o p l e and the pe o p l e on our s t a f f d i d a 

good j o b w i t h the mechanics, so we have t o make sure t h a t 

a l o t o f t h a t good s t u f f s t a y s , so i f you're g o i n g t o 

r e p e a l i t , make sure you have another law ready t o put the 

good s t u f f back i n . 
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REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Chairman S t u r l a ? 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

S i r , you t a l k e d about the gas t a x revenues f o r I-80 b e i n g 

enough t o pay f o r the maintenance o f I-80, and then you 

s a i d , but I'm not so sure about the o t h e r roads around 

i t . 

MR. STROUP: W e l l , o b v i o u s l y , the o t h e r roads 

around i t are l i k e any o t h e r S t a t e roads and s t u f f . 

O b v i o u s l y , the 240 m i l l i o n a g a i n s t the 80 m i l l i o n i s 

enough t o s e t some o f those o f f . I guess I d i d n ' t f i n i s h 

my statement on t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: When I l o o k a t roads i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , t h e r e are about 40,000 m i l e s t h a t the S t a t e 

m a i n t a i n s , and about 20,000 o f those m i l e s get l e s s than 

2,000 c a r s a day, and t h a t l e v e l o f c a r s on those roads 

means t h a t t h e r e ' s not enough gas t a x g e n e r a t e d t o 

m a i n t a i n those roads, so those roads are s u b s i d i z e d by the 

ones t h a t are t r a v e l e d more h e a v i l y . 

MR. STROUP: L i k e 80? 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: R i g h t , and I guess I would 

c a u t i o n you t o say, don't t o l l a r o a d i f i t ' s a l r e a d y 

e a r n i n g enough money because the ones t h a t a r e n ' t e a r n i n g 
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f a i r n e s s o f j u s t t o l l i n g and 80 ge t s a l l the o t h e r r o a d s . 

I mean, e v e r y t h i n g ' s on the t a b l e we've t a l k e d about here, 

so I mean, i f we're d o i n g 80, what about 79, 83, 81, and 

95, and you know, a g a i n i t smooths out t h a t heavy burden 

of one group. 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: So are you s a y i n g t h a t i f 

we t o l l the o t h e r I n t e r s t a t e s i n the S t a t e which t h e y ' r e 

h a v i n g p r o p o s a l t o do t h a t , you would then be okay w i t h 

the t o l l i n g o f I-80? 

MR. STROUP: We would have t o l o o k a t the o v e r a l l 

p r o p o s a l , yes. 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: One o t h e r t h i n g , you 

t a l k e d about mass t r a n s i t and you p o i n t e d out about SEPTA, 

and j u s t f o r your i n f o r m a t i o n k i n d o f t h i n g , the s u b s i d y 

p r o v i d e r on SEPTA, S t a t e and F e d e r a l s u b s i d i e s , i s about 

$2 per r i d e r . The s u b s i d y f o r r i d e r i n some of the r u r a l 

p a r t s o f the S t a t e i s between $15 and $22 per r i d e r . 

MR. STROUP: That i s a problem. We have t o 

q u e s t i o n what i s g o i n g on w i t h those t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

systems and where we're g o i n g . 

I know a c r o s s the county, a l o t o f money f o r t h e i r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , t o o , f o r the needy and d i f f e r e n t p e o p l e , 
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q u e s t i o n i t as a c i t i z e n . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: And I f u l l y u n d e r s t a n d 

t h a t . When I see some o f the SEPTA buses where t h e r e ' s 

p e o p l e , e v e r y s e a t f i l l e d , and t h e r e ' s p e o p l e s t a n d i n g and 

pe o p l e c r i t i c i z i n g the f a c t t h a t t h e y ' r e not d o i n g a good 

j o b , I q u e s t i o n t h a t a l s o . 

On the c o s t b e n e f i t a n a l y s i s t h a t I t a l k e d about 

e a r l i e r when the gentleman from 10,000 F r i e n d s spoke, do 

you s u p p o r t a c o s t b e n e f i t a n a l y s i s i n terms o f which 

roads we r e p a i r ? S h o u l d we be d o i n g the ones t h a t h e l p 

b u s i n e s s the most f i r s t ? 

MR. STROUP: I t h i n k as a b u s i n e s s , you have t o 

l o o k a t t h a t , yes. 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: Okay, thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Roae? 

REPRESENTATIVE ROAE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

When I l o o k a t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g , I get v e r y 

f r u s t r a t e d . I see the S t a t e s pending so much money 

f o o l i s h l y t h a t we c o u l d spend on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

F o r i n s t a n c e , would you guys s u p p o r t i n s t e a d o f the 

S t a t e u s i n g s l o t machine t a x money t o b u i l d s p o r t s 

stadiums and t o b u i l d o r expand the P h i l a d e l p h i a 
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you know, does a poor j o b spending money, and do you t h i n k 

we s h o u l d l o o k a t maybe not d o i n g those t y p e s o f t h i n g s 

and u s i n g the money f o r more i m p o r t a n t , v i t a l t h i n g s such 

as f i x i n g b r i d g e s ? 

MR. STROUP: I hope we're c o n s t a n t l y t r y i n g t o do 

t h a t , yes. 

REPRESENTATIVE ROAE: I a p p r e c i a t e the answer, but 

I guess i t ' s f r u s t r a t i n g when the p u b l i c knows t h a t our 

roads and b r i d g e s are f a l l i n g a p a r t , and everybody up 

t h e r e agrees t h a t we need t o do a l o t o f work on t h o s e , but 

when we see money t h a t c o u l d be used t o f i x roads and 

b r i d g e s and expand a c o n v e n t i o n c e n t e r o r b u i l d a s p o r t s 

s t a d i u m f o r teams t h a t pay t h e i r p l a y e r s , you know, $2 

m i l l i o n o r $3 m i l l i o n a year each, when you see a l l t h i s 

W e l f a r e f r a u d g o i n g on, you know, I don't t h i n k the 

c o n v e r s a t i o n n e c e s s a r i l y has t o be about t o l l i n g roads o r 

r a i s i n g t a x e s . I t h i n k i f we got our p r i o r i t i e s i n l i n e 

and spent money where i t needs t o be spent, you know, I 

don't know t h a t we'd have t o r a i s e t a x e s . 

MR. STROUP: Enough s a i d . 

REPRESENTATIVE ROAE: Thank you. 

MR. STROUP: Thank you. 
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REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, Mr. Henry. 

MR. HENRY: I'm g o i n g t o t r y t o be as b r i e f as I 

can because we have c o v e r e d some of the i s s u e s here, but I 

am B i l l Henry, P r e s i d e n t o f the C l a r i o n County Economic 

Development C o r p o r a t i o n . Our m i s s i o n i s t o c r e a t e and 

keep f a m i l y s u s t a i n i n g j o b s i n C l a r i o n County. 

I am s p e a k i n g here today because we need smart 

t a x i n g b o d i e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . We need a s t r o n g 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and t h e r e are problems w i t h our highways, 

roads and b r i d g e s , and we need i n t e l l i g e n t s o l u t i o n s t o 

t h i s problem. 

C u t t i n g s pending s h o u l d be the c o n s i d e r a t i o n we use 

f i r s t . I n our economy, our Government needs t o use our 

money more w i s e l y . We need t o u t i l i z e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t i s 

a v a i l a b l e t o us. As l e g i s l a t o r s , you have a d u t y t o make 

in f o r m e d d e c i s i o n s and r e v i e w reforms suggested by the 

2006 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n R e p o r t . T h i s r e p o r t made 

recommendations t h a t c o u l d save $20 m i l l i o n p e r year f o r 

b r i d g e s and highways, and f o r mass t r a n s i t , i t c o u l d save 

$60 m i l l i o n p e r y e a r . 

Review a l l State-mandated c o s t s such as 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l r e v i e w s and p r e v a i l i n g wage. The 
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pace. We must use common sense w i t h our p r o j e c t s and not 

i n c r e a s e the c o s t so much t h a t i t causes a waste o f 

t a x p a y e r d o l l a r s . 

P r e v a i l i n g Wage: The p r e v a i l i n g wage r a t e s s e t by 

the S t a t e Department o f Labor & I n d u s t r y are f r e q u e n t l y 20 

per cent h i g h e r than the average wage f o r s i m i l a r work. 

I t h i n k t h a t d i s c u s s i o n went on j u s t a l i t t l e b i t e a r l i e r . 

I b e l i e v e the f r e e market system w i l l p r o v i d e 

f a m i l y s u s t a i n i n g wages on ro a d p r o j e c t s , so s e t t i n g an 

a r t i f i c i a l r a t e f o r wages i s i n c r e a s i n g the c o s t t o our 

t a x p a y e r s . A 20 per cent r e d u c t i o n would reduce l a b o r 

c o s t s by hundreds o f m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s . 

E l i m i n a t e d u p l i c a t i o n i n our S t a t e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

system by e l i m i n a t i n g the P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i k e 

Commission. Turn the T u r n p i k e over t o the P e n n s y l v a n i a 

Department o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

The P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i k e Commission i s d r a s t i c a l l y 

o v e r s t a f f e d . F o r e v e r y m i l e o f T u r n p i k e , the T u r n p i k e 

Commission has more than 4 employees and one s e n i o r l e v e l 

manager. PennDOT has o n l y one employee f o r e v e r y 3 m i l e s 

o f roadway. I f you e x c l u d e t o l l o p e r a t i o n s , the T u r n p i k e 

has n e a r l y 3 employees p e r m i l e . 
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same j o b . 

Keep t a x e s i n the c o f f e r s t h e y b e l o n g t o . Keep the 

gas t a x t o r e p a i r roads and b r i d g e s . R e q u i r e S t a t e 

l e g i s l a t o r s t o r e v i e w the g o v e r n o r ' s r e q u e s t t o f l e x 

F e d e r a l t a x d o l l a r s from highways and b r i d g e s t o o t h e r 

uses such as mass t r a n s i t o r S t a t e P o l i c e . 

Between 2004 and 2007, Governor R e n d e l l f l e x e d over 

$412 m i l l i o n i n F e d e r a l I n t e r s t a t e Maintenance funds f o r 

nonhighway use such as t r a n s i t i n P h i l a d e l p h i a and 

P i t t s b u r g h . 

Enact l e g i s l a t i o n t o make i t h a r d e r f o r the 

Government t o f l e x t h i s money. We need t o t a k e c o n t r o l o f 

t h i s c r i s i s . The funds have been mismanaged and we need 

t o c o r r e c t t h i s problem o u r s e l v e s . 

Replace the e x i s t i n g p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n program 

w i t h one t h a t i s run by l o c a l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s and enact 

l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t would a l l o w m u n i c i p a l i t i e s t o r a i s e 

a d d i t i o n a l , l o c a l and d e d i c a t e d revenues and d e c i d e i f 

p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s b e s t f o r t h e i r communities. 

T o l l i n g : No t o l l i n g u n l e s s the I n t e r s t a t e meets 

the c r i t e r i a s e t down by F e d e r a l law. The law i s s p e c i f i c 

t o i n c o r p o r a t e f a i l i n g i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i n t o the program and 
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I n t e r s t a t e s t h a t need improvements and/or major r e p a i r s 

such as I-95. 

A l t e r n a t i v e F u e l s and O u t s i d e the Box: The use o f 

a l t e r n a t i v e f u e l s and g e t t i n g o u t s i d e the box, l e t ' s l o o k 

a t the l o n g term. 

Promote the use o f n a t u r a l gas as an a l t e r n a t i v e 

f u e l f o r t r u c k s and c a r s . We need t o move f o r w a r d w i t h ¬

out t h i n k i n g , and the o n l y way t o do t h i n g s as a n a t i o n , 

we need t o be l e s s dependent on f o r e i g n o i l . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a c o u l d be the f i r s t S t a t e i n the n a t i o n 

to move f o r w a r d w i t h a n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e we have found t o 

be l i t e r a l l y i n our back y a r d . Our Government and l e a d e r s 

need t o be f o r w a r d t h i n k i n g . The next l o g i c a l s t e p f o r 

f u e l and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g needs i s n a t u r a l gas, not 

e l e c t r i c o r s o l a r . 

We need time f o r the t e c h n o l o g y t o c a t c h up t o the 

i d e a s . L e t ' s promote n a t u r a l gas by compressing n a t u r a l 

gas t h a t can then be used i n a l l c u r r e n t v e h i c l e s on the 

ro a d . They're e a s i l y c o n v e r t e d and the c o s t o f f l e e t s , 

b o t h Government and p r i v a t e , can be l e s s which i n t u r n 

saves the c i t i z e n s o f t h i s Commonwealth money. 

By p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r p u b l i c / p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p s , we 
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w i l l make a l a r g e r t a x base. L e t ' s be b u s i n e s s f r i e n d l y 

t o make PA the b e s t p l a c e t o be f o r w a r d t h i n k i n g i n our 

use o f t h i s n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e . 

In c o n c l u s i o n , I b e l i e v e t h e r e are two s i m p l e 

s o l u t i o n s : 

( 1 ) L e t ' s f i r s t l o o k a t our expenses and t r i m the 

f a t . E l i m i n a t e the P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i k e Commission, 

s a v i n g us added expenses o f a d u p l i c a t e system, r e v i e w our 

mass t r a n s i t systems t o see where money i s g o i n g , and l e t 

the l o c a l communities d e c i d e how b e s t t o use i t and fund 

i t and p l a c e the money where i t b e l o n g s by not f l e x i n g 

hundreds o f m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s t o o t h e r needs. 

( 2 ) Look f o r the new and i n n o v a t i v e s o u r c e s o f 

revenue by c r e a t i n g j o b s i n our communities and c r e a t i n g a 

b u s i n e s s f r i e n d l y c l i m a t e t o the employers. The more 

pe o p l e a t work, the more t a x e s a v a i l a b l e t o the 

Government, and the more p e o p l e w i l l spend t o improve our 

economy. 

Thank you f o r your t i m e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, B i l l , thank you 

v e r y much. J u s t f o r everybody's i n f o r m a t i o n , the f u e l t a x 

and the l i c e n s i n g f e e s t h a t goes i n the Motor L i c e n s e 
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j u s t f o r the i n t e r e s t o f members. 

Chairman S t u r l a ? 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: Thank you. Mr. Henry, as I 

u n d e r s t a n d your t e s t i m o n y , you s a i d , no t o l l i n g f e e s 

s h o u l d go t o p l a c e s o t h e r than where the r o a d i s l o c a t e d , 

i s t h a t c o r r e c t ? 

MR. HENRY: A c c o r d i n g t o what I u n d e r s t a n d by the 

F e d e r a l Government, the way t h a t t h e y w i l l a l l o w t o l l i n g 

i s i f i t ' s used f o r t h a t s p e c i f i c highway and r e p a i r s on 

t h a t s p e c i f i c r oad, so i f we're g o i n g t o do t o l l i n g , we 

s h o u l d do i t f o r roads u n l i k e I-80 t h a t have a d e f i c i t f o r 

r e p a i r s t h a t are needed on them. 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: So would you advocate f o r 

the T u r n p i k e t o l l s t o go o n l y t o the c o u n t i e s t h a t the 

T u r n p i k e runs i n ? 

MR. HENRY: I don't know t h a t -- my u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

i s t h a t I don't know where the T u r n p i k e t o l l s a c t u a l l y go 

now. My u n d e r s t a n d i n g i s t h a t the T u r n p i k e i s p a y i n g a 

l e a s e fee r i g h t now t o the S t a t e based on the bonds t h a t 

t h e y funded. I don't t h i n k the t o l l s go o u t s i d e o f the 

T u r n p i k e r i g h t now. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Yes. Under A c t 44, 
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REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Yes. I t h i n k what 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S t u r l a i s g e t t i n g a t i s , you know, under 

A c t 44 now, you're a c t u a l l y g e t t i n g some m a i n l i n e T u r n p i k e 

t o l l money t h a t my c o n s t i t u e n t s are p a y i n g , and i t i s 

coming up t o t h i s r e g i o n , so I guess h i s q u e s t i o n -¬

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: I guess my q u e s t i o n i s 

would you advocate f o r none o f the money coming h e r e ? 

I f you w i l l , I would be g l a d t o hear t h a t because we can 

keep i t i n those c o u n t i e s . 

MR. HENRY: I would advocate f o r f i r s t , t h a t the 

T u r n p i k e Commission t r i m the f a t because t h e r e c o u l d be 

more money coming out t o the c o f f e r s o r the t o l l s c o u l d be 

reduced t o h e l p p e o p l e i n your l o c a l e . 

As f a r as where the money goes, I mean, you guys 

are p a i d the b i g bucks t o make t h a t d e c i s i o n o f what's 

f a i r and what's j u s t . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: Okay. On your a n a l y s i s , I 

had a w o r k i n g a n a l y s i s b e f o r e the number o f workers on the 

T u r n p i k e v e r s u s the number o f workers on PennDOT, a l t h o u g h 

as I p o i n t e d out e a r l i e r , 20,000 m i l e s o f PennDOT roads 

g e t l e s s than 2,000 c a r s a day and don't r e q u i r e a l o t o f 

wo r k e r s . The T u r n p i k e i s g e t t i n g 2,000 c a r s an hour o r 
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MR. HENRY: I t ' s not v e h i c l e m i l e s t r a v e l e d , but i n 

t h a t a n a l y s i s o r I s h o u l d n ' t say i t s h o u l d n ' t be i n t h i s 

a n a l y s i s , but I've seen PennDOT's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c h a r t s . 

I t was i n one o f the meetings t h a t the T u r n p i k e Commission 

a c t u a l l y put on, and t h e y showed which highways i n the 

S t a t e g e t more use, so the b o l d r e d l i n e , I-80 was about 

t h a t t h i c k and the T u r n p i k e was about t h a t t h i c k ( w i t n e s s 

i n d i c a t e s ) . 

So as you go t o a c o s t - b e n e f i t a n a l y s i s , i f the 

ro a d i s g e t t i n g much l e s s use, then t h e r e ' s p r o b a b l y much 

l e s s maintenance r e q u i r e d f o r t h a t r o a d a l s o . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: And t h a t ' s what I'm s a y i n g 

though i s you're o n l y l o o k i n g a t I-80 and the P e n n s y l v a n i a 

T u r n p i k e . Remember, I-80 i s what, 300 or 400 m i l e l o n g ? 

MR. HENRY: Yes. 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: There's 40,000 m i l e s o f 

S t a t e roads -¬

MR. HENRY: Yes. 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: -- o u t s i d e the T u r n p i k e , 

40,000, so those a r e n ' t the b i g f a t l i n e s . Those are the 

ones t h a t are so narrow t h a t you ca n ' t even see them on a 

map. 
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t h e r e are on PennDOT -- I'm not d e f e n d i n g PennDOT or the 

T u r n p i k e Commission -- but you're comparing a r o a d t h a t i s 

g e t t i n g a l o t o f c a r s a day t o 40,000 m i l e s worth o f roads 

and 20,000 of which get v i r t u a l l y no c a r s a day. 

MR. HENRY: But then we're down. We're d e c r e a s i n g 

-- we're o n l y u s i n g 10 p e r cent o f the work f o r c e f o r what 

you're c a l l i n g h a l f the roads then, so t h a t i n c r e a s e s us 

to 20 p e r c e n t , so you're s t i l l , the T u r n p i k e Commission 

i s s t i l l s p e nding over 80 p e r cent more than our o t h e r 

s e r v i c e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: Okay, t h a n k s . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Chairman G e i s t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: I don't want t o see the 

argument devoted away from what the need i s h e r e . I t h i n k 

t h a t you're g o i n g t o hear i n C l a r i o n from the D i s t r i c t 

E n g i n e e r the tremendous need we have i n t h i s a r e a t o f i x 

b r i d g e s , and I have no i d e a how many b r i d g e s you have w i t h 

a weight l i m i t o f 3 t o n and 10 t o n . I have no i d e a how 

many spans i n l o c a l government under 20 f e e t t h a t you have 

t h a t are i n t e r r i b l e shape, but we know t h a t t h e r e are 

a l o t . I have no i d e a how many m i l e s you have i n C l a r i o n 

of roads t h a t are p a s t the p o i n t o f m a i n t a i n i n g them and 
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the b u s i n e s s o f k i c k i n g the T u r n p i k e o r k i c k i n g L a n c a s t e r 

County j u s t doesn't work. We have t o put t o g e t h e r a 

consensus i n the G e n e r a l Assembly t o get a l l o f t h i s s t u f f 

done, and I know t h a t the no r t h w e s t has a tremendous 

d e f i c i t when i t comes t o maintenance p r o j e c t s , and we've 

got t o get the House r e b u i l t . We've got t o get i t back up 

to o r d e r , and a l l the d i v e r g e n t arguments t h a t we have are 

not g o i n g t o h e l p do t h a t . 

T h i s a r e a has a tremendous t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o b l e m , 

a tremendous problem. Whether we don't l i k e SEPTA or 

whether we don't l i k e s h a r e d r i d e i n C r a w f o r d C o u n t y , we 

have t o f i x i t and make i t work, and I'm i n t o t a l p r a i s e 

o f t h i s whole b u s i n e s s o f d o i n g t h i s as a b i p a r t i s a n w i t h 

Joe and the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee and two p o l i c y 

committees because I t h i n k what we're d o i n g i s a b s o l u t e l y 

the Lord's work when i t comes t o p o l i t i c s . 

Our system i s br o k e n . We're a t a t e r r i b l e d e f i c i t , 

and we got t o get about the b u s i n e s s o f f i x i n g i t . 

Now I know t h a t B i l l P e t i t doesn't have any bad 

b r i d g e s o r roads up h e r e , but we're g o i n g t o hear from 

h i m , I t h i n k , n e x t . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: No . . . 
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I was on the Reform Commission and spent two y e a r s 

a l l over the S t a t e , and we have done e v e r y 12-year p l a n 

h e a r i n g from ad i n f i n i t u m , a l l o v e r , and p e o p l e keep 

coming i n w i t h the same p r o j e c t s f o r 30 y e a r s . 

Our 12-year p l a n now i s the 36-year p l a n . We were 

r e a l l y b r o k e n . The wheels have come o f f and we r e a l l y 

need t o f i x i t . 

I'm not s c o l d i n g you or s c o l d i n g Mike or somebody 

e l s e , but whether L a n c a s t e r County g e t s X or B l a i r County 

ge t s X, i t ' s almost m e a n i n g l e s s . The problem i s immense 

and we need t o get about the b u s i n e s s o f f i x i n g i t . 

We have t o p r o v i d e i n the G e n e r a l Assembly the 

means f o r our D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r s t o do t h a t j o b , do the 

p r o j e c t s i n l e g i s l a t o r s ' d i s t r i c t s because nobody knows 

t h e i r d i s t r i c t l i k e a l e g i s l a t o r does, and then our o t h e r 

f u n c t i o n i s the a u d i t f u n c t i o n , but p a s t t h a t , we've got a 

good Department o f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . They j u s t don't have 

a n y t h i n g t o work w i t h . 

I'm done. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: W e l l s a i d , w e l l s a i d , 

R i c k . ( P e o p l e are c l a p p i n g ! ) 

MR. HENRY: And I agree w i t h you, and the b a s i c 
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REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, w i t h t h a t 

gentlemen, thank you. 

( C o u r t R e p o r t e r r e q u e s t s a break a t t h i s t i m e ) 

(AFTER RECESS) 

5:44 o ' c l o c k , p.m. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you v e r y much. We 

had a l i t t l e b r e ak t h e r e . 

B i l l P e t i t , D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r , D i s t r i c t 1, c o r r e c t ? 

MR. PETIT: Yes. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: And B i l l and I met up 

here i n C l a r i o n f o r the f i r s t time a year and a h a l f ago, 

so, B i l l , you may pr o c e e d . 

MR. PETIT: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have the 

p r i v i l e g e o f p r e s e n t i n g t o you two p r e s e n t a t i o n s today, 

one on b e h a l f o f S e c r e t a r y A l l e n B e i h l e r , and the second 

w i l l r e p r e s e n t our r e g i o n a l i s s u e s i n D i s t r i c t 1, and by 

the way, D i s t r i c t 1 r e p r e s e n t s E r i e , M ercer, Venango, 

Warren, and F o r e s t C o u n t i e s , and Venango County i f I 

d i d n ' t say t h a t . 

A q u i c k run thr o u g h , j u s t a snapshot o f some 
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the g r a v i t y o f t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n ? W e l l , I doubt 

i t . The r i d i n g i s smooth. 

Here's a c o u p l e examples o f some roadways i n 

d i s t r i c t s t h roughout the Commonwealth t h a t a l s o have s i g n s 

o f s i g n i f i c a n t d e t e r i o r a t i o n . 

One o f the b i g problems t h a t we have i n our 

i n d u s t r y i s the huge s p i k e i n the B i g P r i c e Index, the BPI 

r e p r e s e n t e d by the green l i n e on the g r a p h i c . That 

g r a p h i c has gone up or t h a t i n d i c a t o r has gone up about 80 

per cent s i n c e 2003, and i t ' s l a r g e l y on the back o f the 

commodities t h a t we use, a s p h a l t f o r b i t u m i n o u s mixes, 

s t e e l f o r our s t r u c t u r e s and our r e i n f o r c i n g b a r s , cement 

f o r c o n c r e t e , e t c e t e r a . 

But l o o k a t i t i n comparison t o the c o n s t r u c t i o n 

c o s t i n d e x and the consumer p r i c e i n d e x , s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

h i g h e r . 

So what does t h a t mean? How does t h a t t r a n s l a t e 

i n t o our a b i l i t y t o su p p o r t g e n e r a l highway maintenance? 

O b v i o u s l y a s i g n i f i c a n t l o s s i n b u y i n g power t o the tune 

of i n t h i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 8 ye a r s about 1.6 b i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s i n b u y i n g power l o s s . That's e q u i v a l e n t t o 

one-year's program, an e n t i r e program where you s t a n d 
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t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n d u s t r y are g i v e n back t o the p r i v a t e 

s e c t o r t o complete r o a d p r o j e c t s t o su p p o r t the i n d u s t r y 

a t l a r g e , a s i g n i f i c a n t i n v e s t m e n t i n l o c a l and S t a t e 

i n d u s t r i e s . 

Take a l o o k a t C a p a c i t y A d d i n g P r o j e c t s . T h i s i s a 

g r e a t g r a p h i c , and i t shows you the change i n p h i l o s o p h y 

i n PennDOT over the l a s t t h r e e TIP update c y c l e s . You can 

see t h a t 2003, 2006, were somewhere around 23. 

There wasn't much o f a d e c l i n e i n '05, '08, but 

l o o k a t the d r a m a t i c i n c r e a s e s i n c e then, and i t doesn't 

r e f l e c t the r e c e n t TIP update which would p r o b a b l y m i r r o r 

t h a t 5 p e r cent mark, and i t ' s s i m p l e -- we j u s t don't 

have the f i n a n c i a l horsepower t o put highway c a p a c i t y 

p r o j e c t s on the program. We've got b r i d g e s t h a t have t o 

be m a i n t a i n e d . 

So a l o n g comes A c t 44 and i t c r e a t e d p u b l i c 

p a r t n e r s h i p . What d i d i t mean? I t meant g e n e r a l l y over 

i t s l i f e , we'd see about 950 m i l l i o n hours s u p p o r t i n g 

highway and b r i d g e i n v e s t m e n t and a l s o f o r p u b l i c t r a n s i t . 

That was the p l a n . 

What does an i n s o l v e n t component o f A c t 44, i . e . , 

the l a c k o f the a b i l i t y t o t o l l I-80, what does t h a t mean? 
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$250 m i l l i o n f o r p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

Next i s I m p r o v i n g Poor Roads: S i n c e 1996 g o i n g a l l 

the way t o 2009, we dropped poor roads from 18,000 m i l e s 

to about 7,000 m i l e s . I t ' s a g r e a t t h i n g f o r me t o 

advocate, but i t a l s o i s p a r t o f our problem as we s i t 

here and d i s c u s s i t today. The g e n e r a l p u b l i c j u s t 

doesn't r e a l i z e t h a t we have a growing problem on our 

hands because t h e y ' r e r i d i n g on smoother and smoother 

roads and t h e i r e x p e c t a t i o n s o f us are growing as p a r t o f 

t h a t . 

S t r u c t u r a l l y D e f i c i e n t B r i d g e s : We've t a l k e d about 

i t a l o t here, even today. Two ye a r s ago, the Governor put 

t o g e t h e r an a c c e l e r a t e d b r i d g e program. That a c c e l e r a t e d 

b r i d g e program was i n t e n d e d t o r e s o l v e 1,045 s t r u c t u r a l l y 

d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s over a t h r e e - y e a r time frame. We are 

w e l l on our way t o r e a l i z i n g t h a t p a r t i c u l a r d e l i v e r a b l e , 

so PennDOT can d e l i v e r . 

W i th a huge up TIC i n our in v e s t m e n t by e v e r y 

d i s t r i c t , not j u s t D i s t r i c t 1 i n no r t h w e s t P e n n s y l v a n i a , 

but e v e r y d i s t r i c t , we've been a b l e t o drop the number o f 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s S t a t e w i d e from about 6,000 

to about 5600. 
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So c o n c l u d i n g the S e c r e t a r y ' s component o f the 

p r e s e n t a t i o n here today, t h e r e were a few items and I 

s k i p p e d over one, but the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Funding and 

Reform Commission r e p o r t b a s i c a l l y s a i d you had a need t o 

s u s t a i n the e x i s t i n g system o f about $1.7 b i l l i o n i n 

a d d i t i o n t o moneys we a l r e a d y r e c e i v e d , and t h a t i n c l u d e d 

p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

The T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d v i s o r y Committee r e p o r t t h a t 

came out i n May o f t h i s year i n d i c a t e d t h a t need was 

a c t u a l l y about $3.5. Some of t h a t i s due t o t h a t B i g 

P r i c e Index t h a t I s h a r e d w i t h you and some o f i t ' s 

because we have b e t t e r a s s e t s and p l a n n i n g t o o l s t h a t 

we're t a k i n g a l o o k a t , so the need c o n t i n u e s t o grow. 

P a r t o f what we're not g o i n g t o be a b l e t o d e l i v e r 

as a consequence o f an i n s o l v e n t A c t 44 are 444 unfunded 

highway and b r i d g e p r o j e c t s t hroughout the Commonwealth. 

Take a l o o k a t the comparison between a f u l l y 

l o a d e d A c t 44, which I had a l r e a d y i n d i c a t e d our i n t e n t 

was t o d r i v e down the s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e 

problem statement i n P e n n s y l v a n i a from j u s t over 6,000 t o 

about 3,000 i n the year 2033. 

But what happens w i t h a base a l l o c a t i o n now a t $200 
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I guess I j u s t c o v e r e d the November 2006 component, and 

t h a t ' s the $1.7 b i l l i o n o f need t h a t came out o f the 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Funding and Reform Commission r e p o r t . 

About a b i l l i o n o f t h a t was t o highway and b r i d g e s . 

A g a i n , we never even came c l o s e even w i t h A c t 44. Even 

w i t h the good i n t e n t o f A c t 44, we never came c l o s e t o 

t h a t $1.7 b i l l i o n r e c o n c i l i a t i o n component. 

On a more r e g i o n a l l e v e l , a g a i n , I r e p r e s e n t the 

6 c o u n t i e s i n no r t h w e s t P e n n s y l v a n i a i d e n t i f i e d h e r e . We 

have s i m i l a r i s s u e s r e l a t e d t o needs. Here's a c o u p l e o f 

our b r i d g e problem statements w i t h some o b v i o u s and some 

not so o b v i o u s . 

We have 323 s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s . That 

r e p r e s e n t s a l i t t l e o ver 15 per cent o f 2,058 b r i d g e s t h a t 

we are o b l i g a t e d t o m a i n t a i n i n no r t h w e s t P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

Take a l o o k a t f i x i n g our s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t 

b r i d g e problem. We're a t about 15.1 per cent i n the 

m i d d l e o f the g r a p h i c here w i t h r e s t o r e d A c t 44 funds. 

I f we had t h a t a b i l i t y , we c o u l d d r i v e t h a t down i n 2014 

to about 12.3 per c e n t . 

I f you l o o k a t the b l u e l i n e , the c u r r e n t f u n d i n g , 

i . e . , w i t h a l e s s e r A c t 44 component, t h a t would be about 
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statement l o o k l i k e f o r c l o s e d and p o s t e d b r i d g e s i n 

n o r t h w e s t P e n n s y l v a n i a , the 6 c o u n t i e s i n n o r t h w e s t 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ? 

You can see we have 4 c l o s e d b r i d g e s . We have two 

b r i d g e s t h a t are p o s t e d between 3 t o n and 10 t o n , and we 

have t h r e e b r i d g e s p o s t e d a t 3 t o n . I t ' s not huge numbers 

but c e r t a i n l y an impediment t o commerce d e l i v e r y . 

The Needs on the Highway: Route 66 or 666 i n 

F o r e s t County where the deer and the b u f f a l o roam, s t i l l 

t h e y ' r e I n t e r s t a t e i n t h a t neck of the woods, a v i t a l 

l i n k , I n t e r s t a t e 80, a l i t t l e b i t o f t h a t , and Route 5 i n 

E r i e County. 

There's 296 m i l e s o f poor roads i n n o r t h w e s t 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . About 275 m i l e s o f t h a t are on the 

s e c o n d a r i e s on those l e s s than 2,000 ADT roads, so we're 

d o i n g a r e a l good j o b . We've got t o f o c u s i n v e s t m e n t 

s t r a t e g i e s on the I n t e r s t a t e s and the NHS system, but our 

s e c o n d a r i e s c o n t i n u e t o need a l o t o f a t t e n t i o n f o r us. 

Take a l o o k a t Mercer County. I o n l y want t o p o i n t 

i t out because you see almost no poor roads i n Mercer 

County, and I would share w i t h you t h a t I b e l i e v e i t ' s 

p a r t o f our r e c y c l i n g program i n Mercer, which was 
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showing what out of c y c l e r e a l l y means. I t means we're 

d e l a y i n g u n n e c e s s a r y i n v e s t m e n t . When you p r o l o n g t h a t 

i n v e s t m e n t , the c o s t s grow, and the s o l u t i o n becomes a 

l i t t l e more complex, so t h i s i s a huge problem statement 

f o r us because i t r e p r e s e n t s a q u a r t e r t o a t h i r d o f our 

network t h a t i s out o f c y c l e today as we speak. 

We have 31 unfunded p r o j e c t s as a consequence of 

the i n s o l v e n c y o f A c t 44, r e p r e s e n t i n g about $59 m i l l i o n 

i n i n v e s t m e n t i n our 6-county a r e a . 

So we a n a l y z e t h i s and you t a k e a l o o k a t i t , our 

b r i d g e and pavement needs, and when you p o s t i t up a g a i n s t 

our c u r r e n t f u n d i n g l e v e l s , we have a s h o r t f a l l o f about 

$202 m i l l i o n . 

The l a s t i t e m t h a t I wanted t o share w i t h you 

r e l a t e s t o our t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s , some of which were deep 

i n d i s c u s s i o n w i t h a l l o f you here today about 3 hours 

ago, r e l a t e d t o what t h e i r r i d e r s h i p i s and the i n v e s t m e n t 

t h a t comes from S t a t e s u b s i d i e s . You can see i t f o r 

y o u r s e l f . The E r i e M e t r o p o l i t a n T r a n s i t Agency i s 

c e r t a i n l y the b i g p l a y e r i n our a r e a w i t h l e s s e r 

i n v e s t m e n t s , but we c o n t i n u e our d i a l o g u e w i t h our m o t i l e 

p a r t n e r s because t h e r e are s o l u t i o n s t h a t p o s s i b l y c o u l d 
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on b o a r d and t a k e a l o o k a t , so w i t h t h a t , I open i t up 

f o r any q u e s t i o n s you might have. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Any q u e s t i o n s ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e L o n g i e t t i ? 

REPRESENTATIVE LONGIETTI: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I t ' s r e a l l y j u s t i n the n a t u r e of a comment more than 

a n y t h i n g , but I j u s t want t o p u b l i c l y acknowledge the good 

work t h a t Mr. P e t i t does i n our r e g i o n as w e l l as h i s 

s t a f f . 

And as he p o i n t e d out i n Mercer County, some of the 

f o r w a r d t h i n k i n g we h e a r d today about some ways t o s t r e t c h 

our d o l l a r s f u r t h e r t o save money, the r e c y c l i n g program, 

which has made a b i g d i f f e r e n c e i n our County, i t ' s v e r y 

f o r w a r d t h i n k i n g t o use t h a t pavement over a g a i n , but a l s o 

r e c o g n i z i n g , t o o , t h a t as good as our roads are i n Mercer 

County, and I'm sure as I s i t here today, someone i s 

p r o b a b l y w a t c h i n g on TV, t h i n k i n g the roads a r e n ' t t h a t 

good because t h e y ' r e t h i n k i n g o f some of our l o c a l roads 

t h a t need a t t e n t i o n as w e l l , and t h a t ' s p a r t o f our 

f u n d i n g problem, but a l s o the s l i d e on the o u t - o f - c y c l e 

r o a d s . 

Some of those roads may be good today, but i t won't 
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I t ' s more of a comment and I j u s t wanted t o 

acknowledge and a p p r e c i a t e the good work t h a t you do f o r 

our r e g i o n s . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Any q u e s t i o n s ? Okay, 

Chairman G e i s t . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: Thank you v e r y much, B i l l , 

e x c e l l e n t j o b . 

We've been t r y i n g t o get a handle on how many of 

the l o c a l b r i d g e s are under 20 and under 1 0 - f o o t spans and 

the c o n d i t i o n t h a t t h e y ' r e i n , and the answers t h a t have 

come back are p r e t t y f r i g h t e n i n g . 

Have your p e o p l e i n the D i s t r i c t done any k i n d o f 

i n v e n t o r y w i t h t h e i r l o c a l government p e o p l e ? 

MR. PETIT: I c a n ' t t e l l you the e x a c t number below 

20 f e e t . I can t e l l you t h a t the l o c a l b r i d g e system as 

was a l r e a d y r e c o g n i z e d by another p e r s o n who gave 

t e s t i m o n y here e a r l i e r today, but about 555, and we have 

about 37 1/2 per cent o f which are s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t . 

I t i s a huge problem statement. 

Q u i t e f r a n k l y , even i f t h e i r share i s 5 per c e n t , 

i t ' s s t i l l a huge problem statement. L o c a l governments 

r i g h t now l a r g e l y base those d e c i s i o n s on i n s p e c t i o n 
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p l u s $1352 p e r c a p i t a t o match up t o our 80 per cent 

F e d e r a l share o r 15 per cent S t a t e s h a r e . 

The problem statement goes beyond the f i n a n c i a l . 

Most o f them don't have a l o c a l e n g i n e e r a t t h e i r 

d i s p o s a l . E s p e c i a l l y i n r u r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a , i t i s a 

problem so th e y have t o c o n t r a c t out f o r those t y p e s o f 

s e r v i c e s . Most o f them haven't gone th r o u g h our p r o c e s s 

t o get F e d e r a l d o l l a r s , which means we have t o be 

c o m p l i a n t w i t h NIPA. We have t o e x e r c i s e due d i l i g e n c e i n 

terms o f m i t i g a t i n g e n v i r o n m e n t a l i s s u e s . We have t o 

f o l l o w F e d e r a l law r e l a t e d t o any p r o p e r t y t h a t might be 

r e q u i r e d . 

A l o t o f l o c a l governments need t h a t e d u c a t i o n . We 

can c o n t i n u e t o o f f e r t h a t up and we c o n t i n u e t o put our 

b e s t f o o t f o r w a r d , but the f a c t i s , t h e r e j u s t i s n ' t 

enough f i n a n c i a l horsepower t o make a r e a l dent i n i t . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: And then f i n a l l y , the l a s t 

p a r t o f t h a t i s do you know how many m i l e s o f d e t o u r s you 

have because o f bad b r i d g e s ? 

MR. PETIT: Oh, my, m i l e s o f d e t o u r s . That's an 

i n t e r e s t i n g q u e s t i o n . I don't. 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: I t ' s come up i n o t h e r p l a c e s 
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b r i d g e d e l i v e r y , and l a s t y e a r , we d e l i v e r e d about 74 

b r i d g e s and we i n t e n d t o do another 74 or so t h i s y e a r . 

Now 74 b r i d g e s , t h a t means a l o t o f i n c o n v e n i e n c e because 

g e n e r a l l y , we're not b u i l d i n g temporary roads o r 

runarounds f o r those b r i d g e s t o be d e l i v e r e d , so 

c e r t a i n l y , we're p u t t i n g commerce around a d e t o u r r o u t e . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: D i d you ever get those 

m o l l u s k s worked out? 

MR. PETIT: You don't have enough time t o d a y ! 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: B i l l , thank you v e r y much 

-- oh, I'm s o r r y . Do you have a q u i c k q u e s t i o n , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a r r o l l ? 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: Thanks, B i l l , f o r your 

t e s t i m o n y . I'm wondering, B i l l , i f you b e l i e v e -- the 

q u e s t i o n about t i m i n g , l e t me r e p h r a s e the q u e s t i o n t h a t 

way. 

There are those t h a t b e l i e v e t h a t we need t o s o l v e 

t h i s problem now as f a r as f i l l i n g the f u n d i n g gap a t 

l e a s t l e f t by A c t 44 and those who b e l i e v e t h a t we can 

w a i t . Where do you f a l l i n t h a t spectrum? 

MR. PETIT: Oh, my, way t o the l a t t e r s i d e . We 

a b s o l u t e l y have t o a c t now. The problem c o n t i n u e s t o 
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You know, t h e r e ' s a term c a l l e d p r e d i c t a b l e 

s u r p r i s e s . We know what's coming, we a b s o l u t e l y know, so 

i t s h o u l d n ' t be a s u r p r i s e . There's g o i n g t o be 

s i g n i f i c a n t d e t e r i o r a t i o n . I t ' s c o n t i n u i n g r i g h t now. 

We d i d a marvelous j o b by r e f o c u s i n g our a t t e n t i o n 

on b r i d g e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , but by the same to k e n , we have 

to c o n t i n u e our in v e s t m e n t i n those roadways t h a t we now 

are s t a r t i n g t o see improved. 

You saw the g r a p h i c . We've d r i v e n i t down from 

18,000 t o 7,000. That's good, but t h e r e ' s the 

e x p e c t a t i o n . The new bar f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a i s 7,000. 

L e t ' s d r i v e i t down f u r t h e r . The p u b l i c has an 

e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t c o n t i n u e s t o grow, and f r a n k l y , t h e y 

p r o b a b l y t a k e some o f t h a t f o r g r a n t e d . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: And f i n a l l y , you b r e e z e d 

t h r o u g h t h i s p r e t t y q u i c k l y , but I j u s t j o t t e d i t down -¬

31 p r o j e c t s unfunded i n your D i s t r i c t as a r e s u l t o f l a c k 

of f u n d i n g from A c t 44. 

Those 31 p r o j e c t s , how c r i t i c a l are those p r o j e c t s , 

B i l l ? 

MR. PETIT: I t h i n k t h e y are v e r y c r i t i c a l . I t ' s 

p r o b a b l y more i m p o r t a n t t o back up one s l i d e f u r t h e r and 
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d o i n g i t 2, 3, 4, 5 ye a r s from now and you're g o i n g t o 

f e e l i t as t h e y ' r e d r i v i n g over those same ro a d s . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: Your t e s t i m o n y i s 

c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the t e s t i m o n y we've hea r d i n o t h e r 

r e g i o n s . Thank you. 

MR. PETIT: Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, B i l l , thank you 

v e r y much. Mr. Dan G r a c e n i n ? 

MR. GRACENIN: I ' l l t r y t o keep t h i s as q u i c k as 

p o s s i b l e . My name i s Dan G r a c e n i n and I'm the E x e c u t i v e 

D i r e c t o r w i t h the Mercer County R e g i o n a l P l a n n i n g 

Commission. We a l s o have the r o l e o f the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

o f r u n n i n g the Mercer County MPO a l s o . 

F i r s t o f f , I would l i k e t o say thank you t o 

M a j o r i t y Chairman Markosek and M i n o r i t y Chairman G e i s t f o r 

a l l o w i n g any o t h e r Committee members a l s o and f o r a l l o w i n g 

me t o speak b e f o r e the Committee today on b e h a l f o f the 

Mercer County MPO. 

I ' l l keep my comments s h o r t and t o the p o i n t o f 

today's d i s c u s s i o n and would be w i l l i n g and happy t o 

answer any q u e s t i o n s you have d u r i n g my t e s t i m o n y . 

I'd l i k e t o s t a r t o f f my t e s t i m o n y today by 
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F i r s t , do we b e l i v e t h a t our p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

and S t a t e highway and b r i d g e system are i n a f i n a n c i a l 

c r i s i s ? 

The s i m p l e answer t o t h i s q u e s t i o n i s yes. How we 

a r r i v e d a t t h i s c r i s i s i s a q u e s t i o n t h a t i s not so e a s i l y 

answered. W i t h i n the Mercer County MPO, we have l o n g 

t a k e n the p o s i t i o n t o make a s s e t management a top 

p r i o r i t y , even t o the p o i n t o f some p a s t MPO v o t i n g 

members d i s a g r e e i n g w i t h t h i s approach. On the highway 

s i d e o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n we have been a b l e t o m a i n t a i n our 

system r e l a t i v e l y w e l l as shown i n the s l i d e s by our 

e n g i n e e r , but we s t i l l do not have the funds t o f u l l y 

m a i n t a i n the e x i s t i n g roadways on the S t a t e system. 

Mercer County l i k e many o t h e r areas o f the S t a t e i n 

the l a s t year and a h a l f used the F e d e r a l ARRA f u n d i n g t o 

b o l s t e r our a s s e t management p r i o r i t i e s a l s o so t h a t ' s why 

we have a l i t t l e b i t l e s s a l s o . We put a l l o f our ARRA 

funds b a s i c a l l y i n t o the r e s u r f a c i n g program. 

But w i t h o u t t h i s i n f u s i o n o f money, Mercer County 

would not have had the r e s o u r c e s n e c e s s a r y t o p r o v i d e 

b a s i c maintenance on many i m p o r t a n t roadways. The i s s u e 

o f l o c a l roadways i s another problem t h a t we have been 



156 

the S t a t e l i q u i d f u e l a l l o c a t i o n s are i n a d e q u a t e t o meet 

l o c a l n e e d s , and as a r e s u l t , i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t many 

s m a l l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s w i t h i n Mercer County have roadways 

t h a t are i n a d e q u a t e and p o t e n t i a l l y u n s a f e . 

As a P l a n n e r , I b e l i e v e t h a t growth i s needed t o 

s u s t a i n our c o m m u n i t i e s , but t h a t where and how t h i s 

growth o c c u r s impacts our i n f r a s t r u c t u r e needs and 

t h e r e f o r e s h o u l d be c a r e f u l l y examined t o ensure t h a t we 

can s u p p o r t new growth areas i n the f u t u r e . A l t h o u g h t h i s 

may not be a d i r e c t q u e s t i o n f o r today's h e a r i n g , the 

i s s u e o f l o c a l r o a d and b r i d g e needs a l s o impacts the 

a b i l i t i e s o f our communities t o p r o v i d e s a f e and e f f i c i e n t 

systems f o r r e s i d e n t s as w e l l as e x i s t i n g and p o t e n t i a l l y 

new economic development. 

Q u e s t i o n No. 2: How has P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s d e f i c i e n t 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e d i r e c t l y o r i n d i r e c t l y impacted your 

a b i l i t y t o improve t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n your r e g i o n ? 

Our r e g i o n has been impacted as I would expect 

e v e r y o t h e r r e g i o n i n P e n n s y l v a n i a has because we a l l have 

d e f i c i e n c i e s i n our systems. We a l l s u f f e r from the l a c k 

of adequate f u n d i n g t o complete what i s n e c e s s a r y t o 

m a i n t a i n the system l e t a l o n e attempt t o b u i l d new 
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b r i d g e s i n t o the T I P l i s t i n g s , w hich i s a p r i o r i t y o f ours 

as w e l l as PennDOT's but does not a l l o w the MPO much o f 

any a b i l i t y t o promote p r o j e c t s which l o c a l o f f i c i a l s v i e w 

as v i t a l f o r the s a f e t y o f our r e s i d e n t s o r the a b i l i t y t o 

promote economic development i n the County where r o a d 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e improvements would be n e c e s s a r y . 

W i t h i n Mercer County, 72 out o f 422 S t a t e b r i d g e s 

have been i d e n t i f i e d as b e i n g s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t , 

e q u a t i n g t o 17 per c e n t , which i s lower than the S t a t e 

p e r c e n t a g e o f 22 per c e n t , but i s s t i l l too h i g h o f a 

pe r c e n t a g e t o a l l o w us t o say our i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s 

ad e q u a t e . 

An example o f how the s e d e f i c i e n c i e s have a f f e c t e d 

our a b i l i t y t o improve the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system i s seen 

i n our c u r r e n t d r a f t 2011-2014 T I P . The d r a f t TIP f o r 

Mercer County has a p r o j e c t e d f u n d i n g l e v e l o f 77.1 

m i l l i o n o f which 42.7 m i l l i o n o r 55 per cent w i l l go 

toward b r i d g e s . Because we are f u n d i n g t h e s e b r i d g e s a t 

such h i g h l e v e l s , which I s u p p o r t due t o the need, i t does 

impact our a b i l i t y t o improve our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system i n 

o t h e r areas such as highway improvements, p e d e s t r i a n 

needs, r a i l , and so f o r t h . 
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a l t e r n a t i v e f u n d i n g s o u r c e s t o p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g 

to the MPOs/RPOs, we as r e s i d e n t s w i l l s u f f e r w i t h 

highways, b r i d g e s and t r a n s i t i s s u e s which w i l l l e a d t o a 

system t h a t w i l l become unsafe and not e f f i c i e n t f o r 

r e s i d e n t s and b u s i n e s s e s a l i k e . 

The example I would l i k e t o -- I ' l l s k i p the 

example -- I was g o i n g t o mention the d e t o u r i s s u e and 

t h a t i s an i s s u e c a u s i n g c o n g e s t i o n on o t h e r roadways. 

Inadequate f u n d i n g a l s o p u t s P e n n s y l v a n i a a t a 

d i s a d v a n t a g e when a t t e m p t i n g t o a t t r a c t new b u s i n e s s e s and 

keep e x i s t i n g o n e s . I n a c t i o n now w i l l o n l y l e a d t o l a r g e r 

problems i n the f u t u r e . Had we a l l i n the p a s t m a i n t a i n e d 

our system b e f o r e expanding our systems, we would not be 

h a v i n g t h i s d i s c u s s i o n t o d a y . N o n e t h e l e s s , we are a l l i n 

t h i s t o g e t h e r and we must f i n d a way t o r e s o l v e t h i s 

i s s u e . 

Q u e s t i o n No. 4: I f i n a c t i o n i s not a c c e p t a b l e , 

what l e v e l o f a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g i s n e c e s s a r y f o r the 

improvements you are a d v o c a t i n g ? 

T h i s q u e s t i o n i s a d i f f i c u l t q u e s t i o n t o answer 

because our c u r r e n t p l a n s are d e v e l o p e d t o be f i s c a l l y 

c o n s t r a i n e d as r e q u i r e d by F e d e r a l l a w . On t h i s i s s u e o f 
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a top p r i o r i t y f o r our MPO was s t u d i e d back i n 1999. 

I t ' s the Broadway c o r r i d o r t h r o u g h the Shenango V a l l e y 

community. Due t o i t s s i z e and i t s c o s t , we have had t o 

s p l i t t h i s i n t o s m a l l e r p r o j e c t s over the c o u r s e o f the 

l a s t 11 y e a r s t o m a i n t a i n our f i s c a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

On t h i s one p r o j e c t a l o n e , we need an e s t i m a t e d 

a d d i t i o n a l $9.4 m i l l i o n t o complete the second phase of 

the p r o j e c t . T h i s , however, would complete j u s t h a l f o f 

the e n v i s i o n e d p r o j e c t o f 11 y e a r s ago but not moved 

f o r w a r d due t o the l a c k o f the f u n d i n g . 

There were numerous o t h e r p r o j e c t s l i s t e d i n our 

Long Range T r a n s p o r t a t i o n P l a n t h a t would a l s o b e n e f i t f o r 

a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g , but my v i e w i s t h a t a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g 

i s needed p r i m a r i l y j u s t t o b r i n g us up t o a c c e p t a b l e 

s t a n d a r d s w h i l e s t i l l a t t e m p t i n g t o p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l 

p r o j e c t s which w i l l promote economic development w i t h i n 

Mercer County. 

Q u e s t i o n No. 5: What a d d i t i o n a l improvements 

c o u l d be a c c o m p l i s h e d i n the r e g i o n i f f u n d i n g were 

enhanced? 

A d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g w i l l a l l o w us t o s i m p l y c o n t i n u e 

to c a t c h up on our s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s and 
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been i d e n t i f i e d i n the Long Range P l a n and a d d i t i o n a l 

f u n d i n g would j u s t a l l o w t h e s e t o move f o r w a r d i n a t i m e l y 

manner. 

I have attempted here today t o answer the q u e s t i o n s 

which were posed t o us by p r o v i d i n g some examples o f needs 

w i t h i n Mercer County. The one q u e s t i o n t h a t was not 

asked, however, i s where the a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g would come 

from e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e the t o l l i n g o f I-80 has been 

r e j e c t e d by the F e d e r a l Highway A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

I do not have a s i n g l e answer f o r t h i s i s s u e , but I 

b e l i e v e i t may need t o come from a v a r i e t y o f so u r c e s such 

as u s e r f e e s . 

As I s t a t e d i n my STC or S t a t e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Committee h e a r i n g l a s t y e a r , a s h o r t - t e r m f i x may r e q u i r e 

an i n c r e a s e i n the gas t a x as unpo p u l a r as t h a t may be, 

but t h i s i s a s h o r t - t e r m f i x i n my mind. With v e h i c l e s 

becoming more f u e l e f f i c i e n t and h y d r i d s coming on t o the 

market, the amount o f f u n d i n g a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h gas t a x e s 

w i l l p r o b a b l y not be a b l e t o keep up w i t h the f u t u r e 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e needs. 

I f P e n n s y l v a n i a i s t o p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l revenue t o 

the MPOs/RPOs, i t w i l l need t o come from somewhere, i . e . , 
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t h a t t h e y are e q u a l l y a p p l i e d t o a l l r e s i d e n t s o f the 

Commonwealth. 

Once a g a i n , I thank you f o r your time i n a l l o w i n g 

me t o speak here today and I would be happy t o answer any 

q u e s t i o n s . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, thank you. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mark L o n g i e t t i ? 

REPRESENTATIVE LONGIETTI: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

I a l s o want t o r e c o g n i z e Mr. G r a c e n i n from my Mercer 

County R e g i o n a l P l a n n i n g Commission and the work t h a t you 

do. I'm a r e g u l a r a t t e n d e r o f the MPO meetings when I'm 

a v a i l a b l e . 

As you i n d i c a t e d , i t t a k e s so l o n g t o get thes e 

p r o j e c t s on the TIP and completed because o f the l a c k o f 

f u n d i n g . You know, as an example r i g h t now i n the C i t y o f 

Sharon, you k i n d o f touched upon i t . R i g h t now t h e r e are 

t h r e e b r i d g e s i n the m i d s t o f b e i n g r e p l a c e d , and b e l i e v e 

me, I spent some time underneath those b r i d g e s a t cl e a n - u p 

days on E a r t h Day, and the need was c e r t a i n l y t h e r e . I n 

f a c t i t ' s s c a r y t o t h i n k about how much t r u c k t r a f f i c 

t r a v e r s e s those b r i d g e s and the f a c t t h a t i t ' s now f i n a l l y 

b e i n g done and i t w i l l be done a t the end o f the y e a r . 
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under PennDOT's j u r i s d i c t i o n but d e s p e r a t e l y a l s o need t o 

be r e p a i r e d , so I app l a u d the Chairman i n m e n t i o n i n g 

e a r l i e r i n the h e a r i n g t h a t p a r t o f our s o l u t i o n a l s o has 

to be f u n d i n g f o r l o c a l roads as w e l l , so the need i s 

c e r t a i n l y t h e r e i n our County, which you demonstrated, and 

I j u s t wanted t o h i g h l i g h t i t . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a r r o l l ? 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: Thank you. Dan, you 

mentioned r e a l b r i e f l y the Broadway p r o j e c t i n the 

Shenango V a l l e y . I s t h a t a c a p a c i t y a d d i n g p r o j e c t ? 

MR. GRACENIN: I t i s a c a p a c i t y a d d i n g p r o j e c t , but 

i t ' s more than j u s t a r o a d p r o j e c t . That f u n d i n g was t i e d 

t o our F e d e r a l HUD f u n d i n g which was r e c e i v e d by the C i t y 

o f F a r r e l l t o t e a r down o l d e r , F e d e r a l l y s u b s i d i z e d 

h o u s i n g . There were brand new homes t h a t were b u i l t i n 

t h a t a r e a , s i n g l e f a m i l y , m u l t i - f a m i l y a l s o . 

We r e c e i v e d F e d e r a l money from Senator Santorum a t 

the time a l s o t o h e l p w i t h t h a t p r o j e c t . That Broadway 

p r o j e c t was e n v i s i o n e d not o n l y as a ro a d p r o j e c t but as 

an economic development p r o j e c t i n a community t h a t i s an 

Ac t 47 community i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , and I b e l i e v e the f i r s t 

A c t 47 community i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . I t ' s an o l d s t e e l m i l l 
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a r e a and reuse roadways t h a t were e x i s t i n g f o r the l a s t 

100 y e a r s r a t h e r than expanding out i n t o more r u r a l areas 

p o t e n t i a l l y . 

I b e l i e v e the r u r a l areas a l s o need economic 

development and t h a t ' s i m p o r t a n t , but the Broadway p r o j e c t 

i s one o f the top p r i o r i t i e s f o r the MPO. 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: W e l l , I'm g l a d you s a i d 

t h a t because I've s t a t e d on more than one o c c a s i o n t h a t i f 

we're g o i n g t o be s e r i o u s about t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g , 

i t ' s more than j u s t t r y i n g t o m a i n t a i n roads and b r i d g e s . 

There are c e r t a i n p r o j e c t s i n t h i s S t a t e t h a t are 

worthy p r o j e c t s t h a t add c a p a c i t y i n v a r i o u s r e g i o n s , and 

i t seems t o me t h a t i f we're s e r i o u s , we have t o address 

t h a t c a p a c i t y problem as w e l l . To h e l p p l a c e s l i k e t h a t 

t h a t are A c t 47, economic development i s c l o s e l y t i e d t o 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and t h e r e ' s a d i r e c t l i n k t h e r e , so thank 

you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, thank you v e r y 

much. Next i s the Cr a w f o r d County P l a n n i n g Commissioners, 

M o r r i s Waid and J a c k Lynch. 

MR. WAID: I had t o change something because I had 

morning. 
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of the C r a w f o r d County Board o f Commissioners. I've 

s e r v e d 18 p l u s y e a r s a c r o s s the County and I w i t n e s s e d 

f i r s t hand the importance o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n n i n g and 

what i t means f o r the o v e r a l l economic v a l l e y o f the r o y a l 

communities, and s u c c i n c t l y , we a l l u n d e r s t a n d the 

importance o f good r o a d networks c o u p l e d w i t h a h e a l t h y 

b r i d g e system f o r those o f us who a c t u a l l y do p l a n n i n g on 

t h e s e r e l a t e d systems. 

At the same tim e , we are i n c r e a s i n g l y aware t h a t 

the same t r a n s p o r t a t i o n network i s becoming even more 

c r i t i c a l f o r the g r o w i n g segment of the l o c a l economy, 

t r a v e l and t o u r i s m . As r u r a l communities s t r i v e t o 

r e d e f i n e themselves i n a s t r u g g l i n g economy c l i m a t e t h a t 

has been s t e a d i l y d e c l i n i n g f o r a number of y e a r s , t o u r i s m 

and v a r i o u s s p i n o f f s from a c o u p l e o f p e o p l e t o g e t i n t o 

t h e i r c a r s and head out t o see the v a s t l a n d s c a p e a c r o s s 

the Commonwealth i s w i t n e s s e d by s t e a d y growth d e s p i t e 

r e c e n t d e c l i n e s i n m a n u f a c t u r i n g and the c u r r e n t economic 

s t r u g g l e s . We would be e n t i r e l y r e m i s s i n our e f f o r t s not 

to address t h i s f e a t u r e as we p l a n f o r our communities and 

the s p o t t y networks o f roads and b r i d g e s t h a t connect 

them. 
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( i n a u d i b l e ) p o s i t i o n and w e s t e r n h o s t o f the Commonwealth 

f o r Route 6 network as a gateway i n t o P e n n s y l v a n i a . I t 

connects L i n e s v i l l e S p i l l w a y , Pymatuning S t a t e Park, 

Conneaut Lake, Conneaut Lake Park, Woodcock Lake, C r a w f o r d 

Park, the M e a d v i l l e Market House, the B a l d w i n Reynolds 

House Mansion, and the E r i e W i l d l i f e Refuge j u s t t o name a 

few. 

As more a d v e r s i t i e s come a l o n g Route 6, b o t h 

C r a w f o r d County and a c r o s s the Commonwealth, those o f us 

who have been i n v o l v e d from the ground up r e c o g n i z e the 

emerging importance and i n t e r p l a y between s t r o n g 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n networks and a v i a b l e emerging t o u r i s t 

i n d u s t r y a l o n g t h a t r o u t e . 

I am recommending here though t h a t we have a 

s t r o n g e r t i e between the RPOs and the MPOs t h a t t r a v e l 

a c r o s s Route 6 f o r p r o j e c t s t h a t w i l l be t a k i n g p l a c e 

where t h e y can be s c h e d u l e d i n advance and we know where 

the money i s f o r those p r o j e c t s . 

And I would j u s t l i k e t o h i g h l i g h t b r i e f l y here 

w i t h the Route 6, the PA Route 6 H e r i t a g e C o r r i d o r . 

Route 6 a t t r a c t s 3.5 m i l l i o n t r a v e l e r s a year who spend 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y $91.1 m i l l i o n s u p p o r t i n g over 2,000 j o b s 
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2.9 days on t h a t road, so t h r o u g h t h a t p r o c e s s , we're 

p u l l i n g t o u r i s t s i n and u s i n g i t , and we can see the 

d o l l a r v a l u e t h a t ' s h e l p i n g the n o r t h e r n t i e r a c r o s s 

P e n n s y l v a n i a i n s m a l l s t r u g g l i n g communities. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you. Okay, J a c k 

Lynch. 

MR. LYNCH: My name i s J a c k Lynch and I'm the 

P l a n n i n g D i r e c t o r i n C r a w f o r d County. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Speak i n t o the mike 

t h e r e . 

MR. LYNCH: My name i s J a c k Lynch and I'm the 

P l a n n i n g D i r e c t o r i n C r a w f o r d County. 

I want t o t a l k a l i t t l e b i t and t a k e a few o f Mr. 

Waid's comments and go i n the d i r e c t i o n o f some o f the new 

t e c h n o l o g i e s and e f f i c i e n c i e s , and I t h i n k we've been 

d o i n g t h a t a l l day i n terms o f we a l l u n d e r s t a n d 

i n t u i t i v e l y the problems on b o t h the i n s i d e and the 

o u t s i d e w i t h the i n s i d e meaning o f how do we redo some o f 

the t h i n g s we're d o i n g t o c r e a t e some b e t t e r e f f i c i e n c i e s 

f r o m w i t h i n . 

One o f the t h i n g s t h a t we're keen on i n p l a n n i n g i s 

the f a c t t h a t we r e c o g n i z e t h a t the f a c e o f t e c h n o l o g y i s 
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We've got some o f the l a r g e s t l a n d g r a n t c o l l e g e s 

such as Penn S t a t e t o b r i n g t r u s t t h a t i s t h e r e t o s o r t o f 

make the s e c r e a t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p s between what i s 

happening a t Penn S t a t e , t h e i r ACE D i v i s i o n f o r the 

s t u d e n t s t h a t go i n t o e n g i n e e r i n g . There's even groups 

l i k e A s h l e y t h a t t r y t o s t r e n g t h e n those t r a d e s , those 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s , so t h a t we can ta k e the g r e a t e s t 

e f f i c i e n c i e s o f s t a k e h o l d e r s who are d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d i n 

t h i s p r o c e s s . We're not so sure t h a t we're d o i n g some o f 

those t h i n g s and t h a t we c o u l d be d o i n g b e t t e r . 

The o t h e r t h i n g t h a t I wanted t o t a l k about when we 

t a l k about e f f i c i e n c i e s f r o m w i t h i n -- and we t a l k e d about 

t h i s i n our D i s t r i c t -- I t h i n k we do a v e r y good o f 

p l a n n i n g p r o j e c t s . I don't t h i n k t h e r e ' s a problem w i t h 

t h a t . I t h i n k we have a r a t i o n a l p r o c e s s . We've had 

p r o j e c t s -- I'm t a l k i n g a t the l o c a l l e v e l -- and t h a t ' s 

p r i m a r i l y between the c o u n t i e s and t h e i r l o c a l 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . 

I can t e l l you i n our case t h a t i t ' s anywhere f r o m 

2 t o 8 ye a r s t o get t h a t p r o j e c t m a t r i c u l a t e d i n t o the 

12-year program. In o t h e r words, i t t a k e s t h a t l o n g t o 

get t h a t b r i d g e , t h a t l o c a l b r i d g e , t h a t m u n i c i p a l b r i d g e 
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you're i n t o the programming w o r l d , and t h a t ' s when you're 

i n the T I P and you get t h a t a l l i m p o r t a n t EMS number f o r 

t h a t p r o j e c t . I t can t a k e a t a minimum, you would t h i n k , 

4 y e a r s between p r e l i m i n a r y e n g i n e e r i n g , f i n a l d e s i g n , 

r i g h t o f way, and a l l o f the mechanisms t h a t i t goes 

th r o u g h i n terms a g a i n o f t h a t b r i d g e g e t t i n g f u n d e d and 

g e t t i n g t o the a l l i m p o r t a n t p o i n t where i t ' s a c t u a l l y 

implemented. 

Then you have a l l the d e l i v e r y i s s u e s , and t h a t i s 

the l a t t e r p a r t o f the TIP, and t h a t i s the m y r i a d o f 

p e r m i t t i n g ; i t i s the m y r i a d o f o v e r l a p p i n g j u r i s d i c t i o n a l 

k i n d o f t h i n g s which are d i c t a t e d by F e d e r a l Highways. 

We have one example i n C r a w f o r d and i t ' s an extreme 

example t o be s u r e , but i t ' s an i n s t r u c t i v e example. I t ' s 

the Meade Avenue B r i d g e t h a t f i r s t appeared i n the 12-year 

program i n 1993, and I b e l i e v e i t ' s s c h e d u l e d t o be l e t or 

d e l i v e r e d i n 2013. 

MR. PETIT: No, i t would be 2012. 

MR. LYNCH: So t h a t ' s a p e r i o d o f 19 y e a r s and t h a t 

i s an extreme example, but an i l l u s t r a t i v e example o f what 

the problem i s , ( i n a u d i b l e words), but we u n d e r s t a n d f o r 

t h a t $750,000 rehab or m i l l i o n d o l l a r r eplacement, we're 
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So i f you ta k e a l o o k a t what t h a t c o s t s us i n 

terms o f p r o c e s s , i n terms o f the p e r m i t t i n g , t h a t each 

b r i d g e o r each p r o j e c t i s i t s own e n t i t y and has i t s own 

p e r m i t t i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s , i f t h e r e ' s not some way 

i n t e r n a l l y t h a t we can dev e l o p a w h i t e paper f r o m w i t h i n 

and maybe submit i t t o the S t a t e TAC th r o u g h the Northwest 

D i s t r i c t , i f t h e r e ' s something t h a t we can do t o t r y t o 

shove th e s e p r o j e c t s a l o n g a l i t t l e q u i c k e r t o b u i l d 

e f f i c i e n c i e s i n t o our p r o j e c t s . 

I t ' s not so much a f a i l u r e o f p l a n n i n g t h e s e t h i n g s 

as the whole p r o c e s s when you're t a l k i n g about your l o s s 

o f b u y i n g power b e i n g i n the b i l l i o n s , f l a t l i n i n g your 

d o l l a r s t o come i n t o the system, as l o n g as the b i g 

numbers, and i n our case 441 unfunded p r o j e c t s , and we're 

s o r t o f f l a t l i n i n g , and t h e r e ' s so much h a r d work on the 

c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the b r i d g e s and we see the problem 

c l e a r l y , and t h e r e ' s got t o be ways t h a t we can do t h i s . 

I ' l l j u s t c l o s e by s a y i n g I wear a d u a l h a t . I'm 

a l s o the manager o f P o r t M e a d v i l l e A i r p o r t . One o f the 

t h i n g s i f you know a n y t h i n g about g e n e r a l a v i a t i o n o r even 

a v i a t i o n i s i t ' s an extreme case o f m e t r i c s t h a t don't 

work i f you u n d e r s t a n d i t . There's an o l d adage, how do 



170 

But the r e a l i t y i s t h a t we t r y t o squeeze so much 

e f f i c i e n c y i n t o what we do on those f i e l d s and we r e a l l y 

t a k e a l o o k c r i t i c a l l y a t which p r o j e c t s make money and 

which p r o j e c t s s u s t a i n the f i e l d , and t h a t ' s a d e l i c a t e 

b a l a n c e p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r t h i n g s t h a t are so m a r g i n a l , and 

t h e y ' r e l i k e i n many ways a b r i d g e . You know, i t ' s a 

b r i d g e t h a t you f i n a n c e and i t c r e a t e s , i t f e e d s the 

economy, and i t get s p e o p l e p l a c e s , but a t the end o f the 

day, i t ' s a p i e c e o f i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and i t ' s always a 

d e l i c a t e b a l a n c e . 

So we know the k i n d o f e f f i c i e n c y t h a t we t r y t o 

squeeze out o f the s e p l a c e s and I'm not so sure we're not 

d o i n g t h a t a t l e a s t f r o m a p r o c e d u r a l s i d e i n the 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n n i n g . 

MR. LYNCH: Thank you. 

MR. WAID: I have one more t h i n g i f I c o u l d b e f o r e 

we c l o s e . 

We f o u n d a b r i d g e and i t ' s k i n d o f d i f f e r e n t . I t ' s 

an i n f l a t a b l e b r i d g e , and i t ' s i n f l a t a b l e i n the p r o c e s s 

o f p u t t i n g i t t o g e t h e r , and then once i t ' s put t o g e t h e r , 

you put your m a t t i n g down, you put your r e b a r i n , you pour 

your c o n c r e t e , you put your w e a r i n g s u r f a c e on top o f 
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aware o f t h a t because we'd l i k e t o t a k e t h i s and get i t 

o f f t o an e n g i n e e r i n g s c h o o l , c i v i l e n g i n e e r i n g , so t h e y 

c o u l d e v a l u a t e i t t o see i f something l i k e t h i s c o u l d be 

used i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , which may h e l p the l o c a l 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s w i t h t h e s e s m a l l b r i d g e s t h e y have on t h e s e 

secondary roads on t h e i r b e h a l f , so I j u s t wanted t o 

p r e s e n t i t here today. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay, t h a t ' s a 

f a s c i n a t i n g concept and I'm sure o t h e r s w i l l be l i s t e n i n g 

i n t e n t l y about those k i n d s o f t h i n g s , but I j u s t have t o 

ask you my e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l q u e s t i o n h e r e . You were 

p r o b a b l y here e a r l i e r and -¬

MR. WAID: I h e a r d i t b e f o r e . I j u s t want t o l e t 

you know t h a t I'm not r u n n i n g f o r o f f i c e a g a i n ! 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: You know, the f o l k s t h a t 

r e p r e s e n t you i n H a r r i s b u r g need t o know, you know, t h a t 

i f t h e y have t o be c a l l e d on t o make some tough v o t e s 

here, t h a t o t h e r e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s are g o i n g t o back them 

on i t and not g r a n d s t a n d and those k i n d s o f t h i n g s , and 

you and I u n d e r s t a n d how t h a t i s because the f o l k s here 

have t o run and we know what t h a t atmosphere i s l i k e out 

t h e r e and t h e s e are v e r y touchy d e c i s i o n s t h a t have t o be 
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p u b l i c l y s u p p o r t i n g e f f o r t s f o r us t o get more money f o r 

PennDOT and o t h e r s h e r e ? 

MR. WAID: W e l l , I made the comment b e f o r e t h a t I 

always f e l t the gas t a x was k i n d o f a u s e r f e e , and i f I 

want t o d r i v e a Humvee t h a t g e t s 4 m i l e s t o a g a l l o n , I 

have a r i g h t t o do t h a t ; i f I want t o be more 

c o n s e r v a t i v e , I can run a 4 - c y l i n d e r H y b r i d t o conserve 

t h a t f u e l , and I have t h a t r i g h t as an i n d i v i d u a l , so I've 

never been a s t r o n g opponent a g a i n s t the gas t a x . 

The o n l y t h i n g I do know i s t h a t the gas t a x , once 

you pass i t , i t ' s dead a f t e r t h a t . There's no r e c u r r i n g 

of 2 per cent or 3 per cent a y e a r , and t h a t ' s the t r o u b l e 

we're i n t o now. We've gone so many ye a r s w i t h o u t an 

i n c r e a s e t h a t PennDOT workers and the S t a t e c a n ' t get the 

work done because i t ' s not t h e r e w i t h the i n c r e a s e i n 

l a b o r c o s t and i n c r e a s e i n the c o s t o f equipment t o do the 

j o b . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: W e l l , we do have ways of 

making the gas t a x a l i t t l e more y i e l d , a l i t t l e f r a n c h i s e 

t a x , and by r a i s i n g the cap i n c r e m e n t a l l y . Those k i n d s o f 

t h i n g s can a l l work t o i n c r e a s e over time the amount of 

gas t a x , so I ' l l put you down as a yes f o r something l i k e 
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of P e n n s y l v a n i a because when I f i r s t r a n f o r o f f i c e , I put 

a t h i n g i n the paper about a l l the mandates, and a l a d y 

wrote a l e t t e r i n and s a i d , you have t o c l e a n your own 

house f i r s t , and we took a l o o k a t a l o t o f t h i n g s , put 

a l o t o f t h i n g s out t o b i d , o r g a n i z e d a l o t o f t h i n g s , and 

we saved almost $4 m i l l i o n a y e a r , so we went 10 y e a r s 

w i t h o u t r a i s i n g t a x e s , but a g a i n , a l l those o t h e r t h i n g s 

kept i n c r e a s i n g , the c o s t o f heat, the c o s t o f e l e c t r i c , 

and you know, i t f i n a l l y a t e i t up over t i m e , so I agree 

w i t h what B r a d s a i d as w e l l . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Okay. We c u t about, I 

don't know, about 2 b i l l i o n l a s t year and i t l o o k s l i k e 

w e ' l l c u t a t l e a s t a b i l l i o n , i f not more, t h i s year so, 

you know, we have been c u t t i n g on a S t a t e l e v e l . I know 

i t ' s never enough f o r some f o l k s , but we're t r y i n g t o move 

i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . 

I know t h a t PennDOT 20 some ye a r s ago had over 

20,000 p e o p l e and t h e y have about 11,000 today, and I saw 

the s l i d e t h a t s a i d 74 per cent o f a l l the Motor L i c e n s e 

Fund i s o u t s o u r c e d , so I mean, a l o t o f those t h i n g s don't 

get enough, u n f o r t u n a t e l y don't get enough p l a y , and you 

know, everybody t a l k s about what you can c u t i n s t e a d o f 
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c u t f u n d i n g means e s s e n t i a l l y t o shut the b r i d g e down or 

shut the r o a d down, so I ' l l l e a v e i t a t t h a t . 

MR. WAID: I can o n l y say f o r C r a w f o r d County, but 

I t h i n k y e a r s ago a l o t o f t h i s s t u f f t h a t we're d e a l i n g 

w i t h today was n e g l e c t e d back then and we're t r y i n g t o 

p l a y c a t c h up. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: We agree w i t h t h a t . 

B r a d , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Roae. 

REPRESENTATIVE ROAE: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

T h i s i s p r o b a b l y more of a comment than a q u e s t i o n , but 

M o r r i s touched on i t b r i e f l y , but sometimes i f the 

c i t i z e n s get k i n d o f i m p a t i e n t w a i t i n g f o r p r o j e c t s t o get 

done, i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o r e i t e r a t e the f a c t t h a t a l o t o f 

the d e l a y i n a l o t o f t h e s e p r o j e c t s , i t ' s the F e d e r a l 

Government. 

I've gone t o b r i d g e meetings b e f o r e and t h e r e ' s 

over 30 F e d e r a l laws when you're d e a l i n g w i t h b r i d g e s , you 

know, l i k e i f we have a new b r i d g e . There's a law f o r 

f i s h , f o r w e t l a n d s , f o r h i s t o r i c a l p r e s e r v a t i o n , f o r a l l 

k i n d s o f d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s , and j u s t a l l the r o a d b l o c k s the 

F e d e r a l Government p u t s up and PennDOT has t o f o l l o w a l l 

the F e d e r a l laws, the C o u n t i e s have t o f o l l o w the F e d e r a l 



175 

r e c o r d t h a t the F e d e r a l laws are what's r e a l l y , you know, 

h u r t i n g a l o t o f t h e s e t h i n g s . 

Thank y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank y o u . M r . Jake 

W e l s h . 

MR. WELSH: Thank you and good a f t e r n o o n . I'm Jake 

Welsh and I'm D i r e c t o r o f the E r i e County Department of 

P l a n n i n g and I a l s o a c t as S e c r e t a r y t o the E r i e MPO and 

body r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n n i n g i n E r i e 

C o u n t y . 

As we a l l know -- b e f o r e I get s t a r t e d , I'm g o i n g 

t o t r y not t o r e a d the w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y , and I do have 

some o t h e r comments t o make i n r e l a t i o n t o what some of 

the o t h e r speakers w i t h me r i g h t now have s a i d i n r e l a t i o n 

t o D i s t r i c t 1, but i n g e t t i n g s t a r t e d , I mean, we a l l know 

t h a t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n v e s t m e n t s p l a y an e s s e n t i a l r o l e i n 

f a c i l i t a t i n g the v i s i o n f o r any r e g i o n ' s f u t u r e . 

Speaking as a p l a n n e r , our County's l a n d use p l a n , 

community f a c i l i t i e s and u t i l i t i e s , h o u s i n g , h i s t o r i c and 

n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e p l a n s , a l l o f which e x p r e s s the v i s i o n 

f o r the f u t u r e o f a r e g i o n and a l l p r o v i d e guidance and 

d i r e c t i o n f o r making sound i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and development 
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t h a t ' s the most i m p o r t a n t component o f any r e g i o n ' s 

comprehensive p l a n . I t r e a l l y d r i v e s the r e s t o f the 

growth o f the a r e a . 

W i th t h a t r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h a t r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

l a n d use, economic development a s p i r a t i o n s , and 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , o b v i o u s l y adequate f u n d i n g t o implement 

any o f the improvements t h a t are needed, i t ' s c r i t i c a l . 

I t ' s c r i t i c a l t o s u s t a i n i n g our e x i s t i n g systems and 

s u p p o r t i n g f u t u r e growth t h a t we're t r y i n g t o r e a l i z e . 

E r i e County, i n many ways, I l o o k a t i t as a 

microcosm o f the Commonwealth. Our l a n d use i s d i v e r s e as 

i s the Commonwealth's. We have an urban c o r e . We have 

l a r g e suburban a r e a s , s m a l l r u r a l v i l l a g e s , l a r g e 

a g r i c u l t u r a l a r e a s , and undeveloped areas much as the 

Commonwealth. 

Most o f our p o p u l a t i o n i s c o n c e n t r a t e d a l o n g the 

I-90/Lake E r i e shore l i n e . We have about 50 m i l e s o f 

shore l i n e . About 80 per cent o f our p o p u l a t i o n , over 

200,000 p e o p l e , are a l o n g t h a t I-90 c o r r i d o r , so o b v i o u s l y 

the r e l a t i o n s h i p between the I n t e r s t a t e system and the 

highway system, i t ' s a key l i n k i n s e r v i n g the p o p u l a t i o n 

o f E r i e County. 
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t h a t c o r r i d o r , and many o f those -- o b v i o u s l y t h e y ' r e not 

the I n t e r s t a t e system, but some o f the secondary S t a t e 

r o u t e s , some o f the o t h e r F e d e r a l a i d r o u t e s , where a 

l a r g e m a j o r i t y o f E r i e County's t r a f f i c i s , t h e y ' r e out o f 

c y c l e . They're i n d i r e need o f r e p a i r , and u n f o r t u n a t e l y 

w i t h the foc u s b e i n g on the I n t e r s t a t e system and the 

major a r t e r i a l s u r v e y o f the Commonwealth, and many o f 

those s m a l l communities t h a t I r e f e r r e d i n E r i e County, 

those secondary roads are r e a l l y the f i r s t t o s u f f e r , but 

t h e y ' r e s t i l l s e e i n g a l o t o f t r a f f i c . 

Even though the p o p u l a t i o n i n E r i e County i s p r e t t y 

s t a b l e , we're not a growing county i n p o p u l a t i o n . Land 

use has c o n t i n u e d t o o c c u r p r i m a r i l y a l o n g t h a t I-90 

c o r r i d o r and a l s o a l o n g the I-79 c o r r i d o r . D i r e c t 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a m e n i t i e s and 

where l a n d use and development i s s t i l l o c c u r r i n g even 

w i t h o u t any p o p u l a t i o n change, i t ' s s t a b l e , and i t ' s 

d i r e c t l y t i e d t o the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a m e n i t i e s . 

As f a r as employment and i n d u s t r y i n E r i e County, 

E r i e ' s always been r e c o g n i z e d as a m a n u f a c t u r i n g c e n t e r . 

We s t i l l do i n f a c t even though the m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

employment has f a l l e n f o r the l a s t 3 decades, we s t i l l are 
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highway system s e r v e s but a l s o the r a i l w a y system, the 

p o r t , t o a l e s s e r e x t e n t the a i r p o r t , so E r i e i s a g a i n an 

i n t e r e s t i n g microcosm o f the Commonwealth because we're 

v e r y much a m u l t i - m o t i l e county and v e r y a c t i v e 

c o m m e r c i a l l y and i n d u s t r i a l l y i n each o f those modes. 

There's some o t h e r employment s e c t o r s t h a t are 

growing i n E r i e County, which i s a good t h i n g f o r us, as 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g has d e c l i n e d , e d u c a t i o n , h e a l t h c a r e , and 

s o c i a l a s s i s t a n c e , r e t a i l s e r v i c e s . 

We s t i l l are a v e r y a c t i v e a g r i c u l t u r a l a r e a . 

We're s t i l l i n the top 10 c o u n t i e s i n PA. Our f r u i t s and 

v e g e t a b l e s o p e r a t i o n s , most p e o p l e are f a m i l i a r w i t h i t . 

We have grape growing i n E r i e County and i t ' s about 95 per 

cent o f the S t a t e ' s grapes, and I t h i n k we're e i t h e r 

second or near t h e r e i n p o t a t o p r o d u c t i o n , which I would 

never guess, so we have a s t r o n g a g r i c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y i n 

E r i e County, and a g a i n , t h a t type o f a c t i v i t y needs t o be 

s u p p o r t e d by the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system. 

And then one t h i n g t h a t ' s been growing i n E r i e 

County, i t ' s always been t h e r e , but now i t ' s becoming a 

more growing s e c t o r o f our economy i s t o u r i s m . I 

mentioned the l a k e s h o r e . We're h o s t t o the G r e a t Lakes 
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w hich are highway c o r r i d o r s , and t h e y ' r e i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 

r e c o g n i z e d i n the case o f G r e a t Lakes Seaway T r a i l . 

I t ' s c r i t i c a l t h a t the maintenance on those 

roadways i s up t o s n u f f , and one t h i n g t h a t PennDOT had 

s t a r t e d many y e a r s ago w i t h the Seaway T r a i l i s t o t r y and 

make the Seaway T r a i l i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . I t ' s a 500-mile 

c o r r i d o r t h a t s t r e t c h e s t h r o u g h New Yo r k and winds up w i t h 

Ohio's c o a s t a l t r a i l but t o make P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s p o r t i o n o f 

t h a t c o r r i d o r more b i k e / p e d f r i e n d l y , and we r e c o g n i z e 

t h a t , and we r e c o g n i z e the v a l u e o f those b i c y c l e and 

p e d e s t r i a n f a c i l i t i e s as p a r t o f the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

system, and u n f o r t u n a t e l y , w i t h r e g a r d s t o the f u n d i n g 

r e a l i t i e s , many o f those t y p e s o f p r o j e c t s never h i t the 

ground. We're not a b l e t o do t h i n g s l i k e widen s h o u l d e r s 

so t h a t t h e y ' r e s a f e enough f o r b i c y c l e t r a v e l and t h i n g s 

o f t h a t n a t u r e . 

So much o f what I'm s a y i n g might be k i n d o f on the 

f r i n g e o f what you've been h e a r i n g a l l day as f a r as the 

need f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n d o l l a r s , but t h e r e are o t h e r needs 

out t h e r e t o sup p o r t poor communities. 

I t h i n k t h a t our p l a n n i n g , as J a c k mentioned, our 

core p l a n n i n g and our r e l a t i o n s h i p t h a t the p l a n n i n g 
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You mentioned c o s t b e n e f i t . We're h e a v i l y i n v o l v e d 

i n d o i n g l a n d use t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s t u d i e s , and t h a t ' s how 

we are r e a l l y g e a r i n g the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

improvements i n E r i e County. We're not j u s t l o o k i n g a t a 

t r a v e l demand model. We are r e a l l y d o i n g c o r r i d o r s t u d i e s 

t h a t r e a l l y i d e n t i f y l a n d use p a t t e r n s and what 

a p p r o p r i a t e improvements need t o be made t o accommodate 

growth i n t h a t community t o keep i t s u s t a i n a b l e , and those 

are the ty p e s o f t h i n g s t h a t are happening not o n l y i n 

E r i e County but throughout the D i s t r i c t and throughout the 

Commonwealth, I'm s u r e . 

So when t h a t demand i s thrown out t h e r e t h a t t h e s e 

-- you know, i t ' s a r e a l demand. I t ' s not a manufactured 

demand. There's a l o t o f good, l o c a l , g r a s s r o o t s p l a n n i n g 

t a k i n g p l a c e t h a t ' s i d e n t i f y i n g t h e s e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

needs. 

As f a r as our long-range t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n , our 

revenue p r o j e c t i o n s are d r a m a t i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t than t h e y 

were 4 ye a r s ago. The l a s t time we updated our Comp p l a n , 

we e s t i m a t e d over a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s o f need i n E r i e County 

over 20 y e a r s , and as Dan mentioned, the re q u i r e m e n t t o 

f i s c a l l y c o n s t r a i n your long-range p l a n , we i d e n t i f i e d 
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County. 

With the r e v i s e d p r o j e c t i o n s , we're nowhere b e i n g 

a b l e t o s u p p o r t what our 2007 long-range p l a n i n d i c a t e d , 

so we're c l o s e t o $700 m i l l i o n s h o r t o f t h a t g o a l w i t h 

some of the t r e n d s i n f u n d i n g and where we see the f u n d i n g 

g o i n g , so I wanted t o throw t h a t out t h e r e as w e l l . 

With t h a t , I ' l l t a k e any q u e s t i o n s , thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you v e r y much. Any 

q u e s t i o n s ? 

(No r e s p o n s e ) 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Gentlemen, a l l o f you, 

thank you v e r y much. 

Joe, thank you f o r w a i t i n g and a l s o Susan. You're 

the l a s t p e o p l e t o come up here but you're f i r s t i n our 

h e a r t s ! Thank you and we r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e you w a i t i n g , 

so J o e , you can p r o c e e d . 

MR. DUBOVI: I ' l l be as q u i c k as I can, and I don't 

know about you guys. I g i v e you a l o t o f c r e d i t f o r d o i n g 

t h i s 5 and 6 times t h a t you're g o i n g t o go t h r o u g h . I'm 

p r e t t y hungry about now. My stomach i s on a c l o c k , and 

when your w i f e has you w a t c h i n g what you're e a t i n g , t h a t 

k i n d o f fo o d doesn't go as f a r as the good f o o d ! 
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n o r t h w e s t r e g i o n and J e f f e r s o n County i n the n o r t h c e n t r a l 

r e g i o n . 

We have over 3100 l i n e a r m i l e s o f S t a t e highways 

i n c l u d i n g 81 m i l e s o f I n t e r s t a t e on I-79 and I-80 and our 

b r i d g e s number over 1600. 

Our needs are numerous as t h e s e example photos 

show. We've managed our system w i t h the f u n d i n g p r o v i d e d 

u s i n g the t r u n k - o f - t h e - t r e e approach f o r many y e a r s . We 

f o c u s on the t r u n k f i r s t , which would c o r r e l a t e t o our 

I n t e r s t a t e system. Then we work t o the l a r g e r branches or 

our NHS system, and then the s m a l l e r b ranches, which are 

the nonNHS, g r e a t e r than 2,000 v e h i c l e s , and f i n a l l y , we 

address the s m a l l e s t b ranches, our roadways w i t h ADTs l e s s 

than 2,000 v e h i c l e s . 

The problem f o r us i s t h a t we r a r e l y get o f f the 

I n t e r s t a t e ' s NHS system. We h o l d the r e s t o f our system 

t o g e t h e r w i t h some c y c l i c a l maintenance type work, which 

would be t h i n g s l i k e s h o u l d e r c u t t i n g , c r a c k e d s e a l i n g , 

s e a l c o a t i n g and p a t c h i n g , so t h a t ' s how we p r o c e e d w i t h 

the r e s t o f the system. 

J u s t s p e a k i n g t o the b r i d g e s f i r s t , we have 470 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s out o f 1600, and t h a t ' s 
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278 on the l e s s than 2,000 ADT. We have 28 p o s t e d 

b r i d g e s , one a t 3 t o n s , one a t 10 t o n s , 19 a t g r e a t e r than 

10 t o n s , and then 7 t h a t are p o s t e d f o r one t r u c k a t a 

t i m e . 

None of the p o s t e d b r i d g e s are on the I n t e r s t a t e s 

or the NHS system i n our D i s t r i c t , but w i t h i n the p a s t 

s e v e r a l weeks, we've had t o r e s t r i c t l a n e s on 3 d i f f e r e n t 

b r i d g e s on the I n t e r s t a t e system or the NHS system due t o 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f those s t r u c t u r e s , so we go i n and do the 

r e p a i r s as q u i c k l y as we can on those t y p e s . 

Of the 470 s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s , 117 o f 

them are programmed on the d r a f t TIP or are under 

c o n s t r u c t i o n r i g h t now, and you know, t h a t ' s about a 

q u a r t e r o f what we have t h e r e . That's l e s s than 30 a year 

though. I t ' s not bad, but the problem i s due t o the 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f the r e s t o f the b r i d g e s out t h e r e , and we 

add a p p r o x i m a t e l y 31 s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s a 

y e a r , so we t a k e 30 o f f and add 31 on w i t h o u t making much 

p r o g r e s s . 

At the c u r r e n t f u n d i n g l e v e l , we w i l l once a g a i n 

b e g i n t o l o s e ground a f t e r we've made some good headway 

over the p a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s . 
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2,000 ADT. There are 29 m i l e s on the nonNHS w i t h an ADT 

g r e a t e r than 2,000; 4 m i l e s on the NHS s y s t e m ; and 2 m i l e s 

on the I n t e r s t a t e system. You can see a g a i n our 

p h i l o s o p h y o f a d d r e s s i n g our needs by the t r u n k o f the 

t r e e r e f l e c t e d i n the s e numbers. 

A c t u a l l y , w i t h the c u r r e n t f u n d i n g l e v e l s , we won't 

get o f f o f the t r u n k o r our core roadways and t o the 

s e c o n d a r i e s . We need t o m a i n t a i n our p r i m a r y r o u t e s on 

c y c l e s o r w e ' l l s l i p back i n t o the 1970s where p o t h o l e s on 

a l l our roads were the norm. 

You can see from t h i s s l i d e t h a t we have over 1200 

m i l e s o f our 3100 m i l e s out o f c y c l e . We're showing 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 26 m i l e s o f p a v i n g p e r year on the TIP f o r 

the next 4 y e a r s , which won't even keep us on c y c l e f o r 

our p r i m a r y r o u t e s . 

We p r e s e n t l y have 19 unfunded p r o j e c t s f o r $49 

m i l l i o n w i t h i n the D i s t r i c t which cannot be d e l i v e r e d due 

to the decrease i n the A c t 44 funds. They i n c l u d e 11 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s , 6 p a v i n g p r o j e c t s f o r 

about 31 1/2 m i l e s , and 2 s a f e t y p r o j e c t s , and a t t h i s 

p o i n t I'm sure we a l l r e a l i z e we're coming up s h o r t . 

T h i s i s a v i s u a l o f how b i g the gap i s f o r the 
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system were based on a minimum t r e a t m e n t , and as I s a i d , 

t h a t ' s where most o f our problem i s . 

Our secondary system i s l i k e Gary Hoffman 

d e s c r i b e d . I t ' s beyond the minimum maintenance r e p a i r , so 

we need more than a minimum t r e a t m e n t on our secondary 

system t o get i t back i n shape. 

A g a i n , t h i s j u s t shows the t y p i c a l s l i d e from each 

D i s t r i c t on the T r a n s i t A u t h o r i t i e s and what they've been 

r e c e i v i n g over the y e a r s . O b v i o u s l y , a c u t i n the funds 

t h e y ' r e r e c e i v i n g i s g o i n g t o have major i m p a c t s , and as a 

D i s t r i c t , we t r y t o work i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h them t o 

sup p o r t minor t h i n g s t h a t we can th r o u g h f u n d i n g . We have 

l i k e Park and R i d e s and enhancements t h r o u g h SEMAC funds 

and t h i n g s l i k e t h a t , so t h a t ' s i t f o r what we have t o say 

here, s h o r t and sweet. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: W e l l , thank you v e r y 

much, B i l l , o r Joe , excuse me. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mike 

C a r r o l l ? 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, 

and J o e , t h i s i s a q u e s t i o n t h a t I've asked a l o t o f o t h e r 

f o l k s . I n the spectrum i n terms o f t i m i n g , t h e r e ' s those 

who b e l i e v e we can w a i t and those who b e l i e v e t h a t i t 
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ground on the b r i d g e s as i t i s now. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you v e r y much, Joe , 

and w h i l e we're g e t t i n g ready, I j u s t want t o say t h a t you 

and B i l l , and we're g o i n g t o t a l k t o Dan and Joe Shahura 

tomorrow morning, and we've t a l k e d t o a l l o f them 

throughout the S t a t e , and you guys are j u s t a l l top n o t c h . 

Our D i s t r i c t E x e c u t i v e c o r e i s r e a l l y as good as I've ever 

seen i t , and you guys r e a l l y do a g r e a t j o b w i t h a l i m i t e d 

number of r e s o u r c e s , and you're a l l t o be applauded. 

MR. DUBOVI: Thank you. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Susan Smith. 

MS. SMITH: Yes, the b e s t f o r l a s t ! 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: You've had p l e n t y o f time 

t o p r a c t i c e , so welcome. 

MS. SMITH: Yes. W e l l , I l i s t e n e d t o the whole 

t h i n g . I want t o thank you so much f o r g i v i n g me the 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y . 

A g a i n , my name i s Sue Smith and I work at the 

Northwest Commission and s e r v e as the Northwest RPOs 

r e g i o n a l p a r t n e r , and I r e a l l y a p p l a u d you f o r t a k i n g the 

time t o come a c r o s s the S t a t e t o hear everybody's 

t e s t i m o n y . I t i s a l o t o f work and i t ' s a l o t o f time 
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a l r e a d y , but I w i l l share t h a t w i t h you. 

The Northwest RPOs cov e r the 4 C o u n t i e s o f the 

D i s t r i c t 1 and one County o f D i s t r i c t 10, so C l a r i o n , o f 

c o u r s e , i s i n D i s t r i c t 10 w i t h the o t h e r 4 i n D i s t r i c t 1. 

T h i s i s where our f u n d i n g was a l l o c a t e d and where 

we're b e i n g proposed f u n d i n g . You can see t h a t i t ' s a 

d r a s t i c r e d u c t i o n , and over the next 10 y e a r s and beyond, 

u n l e s s we t a k e some a c t i o n , we're g o i n g t o e x p e r i e n c e 

r o u g h l y $10 m i l l i o n i n c u t s p e r yea r , which o f cou r s e i s 

i n c r e m e n t a l over those 4 y e a r s , l o o k i n g a t $40 m i l l i o n . 

The t o t a l p r o j e c t , the t o t a l f u n d i n g c r i s i s 

p r o j e c t s t h a t we're l o o k i n g a t , comes up t o $29 m i l l i o n . 

There they are broken down i n t o each o f the i n d i v i d u a l 

c o u n t i e s t h a t we s e r v e . T h i s l i s t , o f c o u r s e , o n l y 

c o n t i n u e s t o grow w i t h every y e a r , and o f c o u r s e , the 

p r o d u c t s t o m a i n t a i n those roads go up. More highways are 

g o i n g t o be i d e n t i f i e d each year and more b r i d g e s w i l l 

become d e f i c i e n t as each year p a s s e s . 

Now I a l s o went t o the PennDOT web s i t e , and t h i s 

i s a snapshot o f a l l the f u n d i n g c r i s i s p r o j e c t s a c r o s s 

the Commonwealth. The Northwest RPOs i s i d e n t i f i e d t h e r e 

and h i g h l i g h t e d . The poor pavement w i t h i n our D i s t r i c t i s 
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i d e n t i f i e d i n a d d i t i o n t o them. 

Next, we have the s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s 

t h a t have been i d e n t i f i e d and t h a t ' s w i t h i n the Northwest 

RPOs and here's them t o g e t h e r , and as you can see, t h a t 29 

m i l l i o n i s n ' t g o i n g t o t o u c h anywhere near the p r o j e c t s 

t h a t we have i d e n t i f i e d , and those numbers c o n t i n u e t o 

grow. 

L a s t l y , o f cou r s e t h e r e ' s no q u e s t i o n t h a t we have 

a f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and a c t u a l l y , t h i s 

i s a d i f f i c u l t d e c i s i o n f o r a l l o f you t o make. I 

a p p r e c i a t e the f a c t t h a t you are k e e p i n g i n f o r m e d o r 

want t o be i n f o r m e d as f a r as the impact on those 

p r o j e c t s . P l e a s e c o n s i d e r a l l the i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t you're 

b e i n g g i v e n and make the b e s t p o s s i b l e d e c i s i o n t h a t you 

can. 

Thank you and I ' l l answer any q u e s t i o n s t h a t you 

have. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Thank you. In t h a t 

s e c o n d - t o - t h e - l a s t s l i d e , the one, I t h i n k , t h a t had the 

map w i t h the d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s on i t from PennDOT, every 

d i s t r i c t has had the s o - c a l l e d , I l i k e t o c a l l i t the 

measles map, where you put i t up t h e r e and a l l the dot s 
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and i t j u s t b o g g l e s my mind. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a r r o l l ? 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Susan, has your Board suggested or come up w i t h a l i s t o f 

recommendations of where we can f i n d f u n d i n g t o t r y and 

s o l v e some of those p r oblems? 

MS. SMITH: A c t u a l l y , no, we haven't d i s c u s s e d 

f u n d i n g those p r o j e c t s . In my o p i n i o n , i t ' s g o i n g t o t a k e 

a l o t o f d i f f e r e n t approaches. You're g o i n g t o have t o 

t a k e i n a l l the i n f o r m a t i o n you r e c e i v e d and c o n s i d e r 

t h a t . 

Of c o u r s e , we're not s i t t i n g a t your t a b l e so you 

have more i n f o r m a t i o n than we're p r i v i l e g e d t o know where 

you can f i n d t h a t f u n d i n g , and w h i l e i t ' s a h a r d d e c i s i o n 

f o r e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s , I r e s p e c t what you're d o i n g . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: Thanks. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: You have on the RPOs, you 

have County Commissioners as p a r t o f t h a t ? 

MS. SMITH: Yes. 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: That's a l o c a l e l e c t e d 

o f f i c i a l ? 

MS. SMITH: Yes. 
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-- but they would s u p p o r t t h e i r l e g i s l a t o r s and s e n a t o r s 

i n H a r r i s b u r g , you know, p u t t i n g up some -¬

MS. SMITH: I t h i n k the pe o p l e s i t t i n g a t our TAC 

u n d e r s t a n d the i s s u e t h a t we have i n f r o n t o f us and t h a t 

i t ' s g o i n g t o ta k e a c t i o n . Not d o i n g a n y t h i n g i s not an 

o p t i o n . We have s a f e t y i n mind. There's a l o t t o c o n s i d e r 

h e r e . 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s , 

members, no? 

(No r e s p o n s e ) 

REPRESENTATIVE MARKOSEK: Susan and J o e , thank y o u , 

and thank you t o a l l our t e s t i f i e r s here today. Wow! I t 

was a g r e a t h e a r i n g ! 

At t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e , I'd l i k e t o thank the 

members and s t a f f , o f c o u r s e , PCN, E v e l y n , and l a s t b ut 

not l e a s t C l a r i o n U n i v e r s i t y . 

One announcement: Our l a s t h e a r i n g i s tomorrow a t 

11 o ' c l o c k a t Gateway H i g h S c h o o l i n M o n r o e v i l l e , my home 

town, and i t ' s g o i n g t o be another l o n g one and p r o b a b l y 

another good o n e , so w i t h t h a t , meeting a d j o u r n e d . 

( M e e t i n g was a d j o u r n e d a t 6:50 o ' c l o c k , p.m.) 
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