
Good afternoon. My name is George Strunk and I reside 

in Paradise Township, Monroe County. First, I'd like to 

express my sincere thanks to the committees for the 

opportunity to share my input and expertise regarding 

the value of general and corporate aviation to our 

commonwealth's economy and regarding the importance 

of our state's continued investment in a functional and 

attractive general aviation system. 

By way of background, I should note that I am an aviator 

and a lifelong resident of our state, born and raised in 

Monroe County. I attended the Indiana University of 

Pennsylvania and earned degrees in Finance and 

Economics, with honors. After college, I joined PNC 

Bank's Corporate Banking Division and completed the 

Corporate Banking Development Program. I spent eight 

years with PNC as a corporate banker, working to 

understand, serve and finance businesses of all types and 

sizes throughout northeastern Pennsylvania. This 

experience provided me with a priceless understanding 

of our state's economy and the factors that drive it. 

Today, I work as the General Manager of a commercial 

real-estate investment company named Dein Properties 



and I also serve as a financial consultant to several sister 

companies of Dein Properties which manufacture 

precision metal components, educational furniture, 

shrink wrap machines and dark room equipment. These 

products are marketed across the United States and in 

some cases, around the world. In total our organization 

employs approximately 70 full time workers. 

The owner the companies has been an aviator for many 

years and always understood the value and utility of 

general aviation. As more and more meetings required 

my boss and our executives and salesmen to be in small 

cities and towns across the country with little notice and 

sometimes in rapid succession, it quickly became clear 

that the time had arrived to acquire a corporate airplane. 

In late 2009, we acquired a Pilatus PC12-NG which is the 

largest single engine airplane in the world. So far, the 

corporate use of our airplane has included a trade show 

in Phoenix to which we sent two executives and a 

product prototype; picking up executives and facilities 

people of a new real-estate tenant from Cleveland; a day 

of sales calls throughout New England, after which our 

executive slept in his own bed; and five dealer meetings 



throughout the southeast, which took place over just two 

days. 

Most of these trips could not have happened if our 

executives would have been required to rely only on 

commercial aviation. Some of the towns were too small 

to use commercial aviation a t  all and if there is a 

commercial airport, for example in Cleveland, it's very 

challenging and time consuming to get there on the 

airlines. In all cases, if the trips would have happened 

using the airlines, they would have been far more costly 

from a time perspective, which means that far fewer 

such trips can be achieved in the course of a year. This 

loss of time translates into lower sales, less production 

and less jobs here in Pennsylvania. The value of our 

corporate airplane to our businesses has already been 

made clear. Quite simply, the airplane maximizes the 

productivity of highly paid sales and executive personnel 

which results in more demand for our products which in 

turn requires us to hire more manufacturing and 

customer service people. In fact, we've run a help 

wanted ad in the Pocono Record for the first four days of 

this week, even in this recessed economy. This is in large I.- . .. 



part thanks to the value we've realized from our use of 

corporate aviation. 

I've also been encouraged by a friend to speak on behalf 

of his company and the value it realizes from i ts  use of a 

corporate aircraft. Weiler Corporation, with i ts  world 

headquarters in Cresco, PA, is a global manufacturer of 

surface conditioning products and employs over 400 full 

time workers in Pennsylvania. In 2009, Weiler 

Corporation, through a subsidiary invested in a new King 

Air 350i which it expects will fly approximately 250 hours 

this year. Weiler uses i ts  airplane to transport executives 

and sales people as well as product engineers and service 

people who often need to be in the presence of end 

users, dealers or prospective customers on short notice. 

While it is a challenge to empirically quantify the value 

these two companies realize from their use of corporate 

aircraft and small town airports, the anecdotal evidence 

indicates very real and very substantial value derived 

from our use of corporate aviation, especially when 

considering job creation. 

While I came here today to share the point of view of a 

corporate executive that uses corporate aviation, I 



should also point out that I am the Chairman of the 

Pocono Mountains Municipal Airport Authority which 

owns and operates the only viable general aviation 

airport in Monroe County. Our airport has been used by 

many corporations who have visited the Pocono region 

to research expansion plans. We also expect that soon, 

our airport will be used by customers of the Mt. Airy 

Casino Resort who prefer private aircraft as well as the 

close proximity of our airport to the casino versus the 

nearest commercial airports. 

I sincerely hope that I have made clear to the committees 

the very substantial value to our commonwealth's 

economy that is derived from general and corporate 

aviation. For our state to continue realizing this value, 

our aviation infrastructure, specifically small town 

airports, will continue to require investment. The most 

logical source for such investment is an increase in the jet 

fuel tax contained in the Liquid Motor Fuels law, 

PROVIDED, PROVIDED, that the increase is strictly 

dedicated to the state aviation development program, as 

is the current jet fuel tax. 



Once again, I thank the committees for the opportunity 

to share my testimony and I'm happy to answer your 

questions. 




