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I N D E X 

OPENI NG REMARKS 

By C h a i r m a n 6 - 8 

DI S CUS S I ON AMONG PARTI ES 8 - 1 1 

TES TI MONY 

By G e o r g e R o b e r t s 1 1 - 2 0 

By S c o t t C h r i s t i e 2 0 - 3 1 

DI S CUS S I ON AMONG PARTI ES 3 1 - 7 0 

TES TI MONY 

By R o b e r t F i ume 7 0 - 7 5 

DI S CUS S I ON AMONG PARTI ES 7 5 - 8 4 

TES TI MONY 

By K e n n e t h S mi t h 8 4 - 8 7 

DISCUSSION AMONG PARTIES 87 - 93 

TES TI MONY 

By B a r r y S c h o c h 9 3 - 9 8 

DI S CUS S I ON AMONG PARTI ES 9 8 - 1 0 2 

TES TI MONY 

By M a r v i n M e t e e r 1 0 2 - 1 0 6 

DI S CUS S I ON AMONG PARTI ES 1 0 6 - 1 1 3 

TES TI MONY 

By J i m S c h e i n e r 1 1 3 - 1 1 6 

DI S CUS S I ON AMONG PARTI ES 1 1 6 - 1 1 9 



TES TI MONY 

By D a v i d P a t t i 1 1 9 - 1 2 3 

DI S CUS S I ON AMONG PARTI ES 1 2 3 - 1 2 6 

TES TI MONY 
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DI S CUS S I ON AMONG PARTI ES 1 5 1 - 1 5 3 

TES TI MONY 

By Bob Hous e l 1 5 3 - 1 5 7 

DI S CUS S I ON AMONG PARTI ES 1 5 7 - 1 5 8 

TES TI MONY 

By L a w r e n c e M a l s k i 1 5 8 - 1 6 4 

DI S CUS S I ON AMONG PARTI ES 1 6 4 - 1 6 6 



TES TI MONY 

By G e o r g e S t r u n k 1 6 6 - 1 7 1 

DI S CUS S I ON AMONG PARTI ES 1 7 1 - 1 7 3 

TES TI MONY 

By B u r t J o h n s on 1 7 3 - 1 7 5 

DI S CUS S I ON AMONG PARTI ES 1 7 6 - 1 7 7 

TES TI MONY 

By N a n c y S nee 1 7 7 - 1 8 0 

DI S CUS S I ON AMONG PARTI ES 1 8 0 - 1 8 2 



P R O C E E D I N G S 

CHAIRMAN: 

Wel come h e r e t o n i g h t . And t h e f i r s t 

o r d e r o f b u s i n e s s w i l l be t o h a v e o u r h o s t l e g i s l a t o r , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve Ken S mi t h , l e a d us i n t h e P l edge o f 

A l l e g i a n c e as t h e f l ag f l i es i n t h e b a c k g r o u n d . 
PLEDGE OF A L L E G I ANCE RECI TED 

CHAIRMAN: 

O k a y . Wel come e v e r y b o d y t o t h e J o i n t 

T r a n s p o r t a t i on and P o l i cy Commi t t e e H e a r i ng on 

T r a n s p o r t a t i on F u n d i n g . And f i r s t o f a l l I want t o 

t h a n k t h e f o l ks h e r e a t t h e Marywood C o l l ege ---

Marywood U n i v e r s i t y , e x c u s e me, f o r t h e i r w o n d e r f u l 

hos p i t a l i t y i n a l l o w i ng us t o us e t h i s b e a u t i f u l r o o m . 

S ome o f us were h e r e t h i s m o r n i ng and l o o k e d a r o u n d 

campus. I t ' s a b e a u t i f u l p l a c e and I want t o t h a n k 

you v e r y much f o r y o u r hos p i t a l i t y h e r e t o d a y . 

I ' d l i ke t o i n t r o d u c e t h e members who a r e 

h e r e f i r s t . And i t l o o k s l i k e , f i r s t o f a l l , way down 

on t h e r i g h t t h e r e , on my r i g h t i s R e p r e s e n t a t i ve J o h n 

S a b a t i na f rom P h i l a d e l p h i a C o u n t y , R e p r e s e n t a t i ve 

E d d i e Pa s h i ns k i f rom L u z e r n e , R e p r e s e n t a t i ve Ken 

S mi t h , who y ou j u s t met, R e p r e s e n t a t i ve E d d i e S t a b a c k 

f rom L a c k a w a n n a C o u n t y , R e p r e s e n t a t i ve K e v i n Murphy 



f rom --- i s i t L u z e r n e and L a c k a w a n n a ? 

MR. MURPHY: 

L a c k a w a n n a . 

CHAIRMAN: 

J u s t L a c k a w a n n a . R e p r e s e n t a t i ve M i ke 

C a r r o l l f rom L u z e r n e , C o - C h a i rman R e p r e s e n t a t i ve R i ck 

G e i s t f rom A l t o o n a and B l a i r C o u n t y , C h a i rman o f t h e 

P o l i cy Commi t t e e , R e p u b l i c a n P o l i cy Commi t t e e S t a n 

S a y l o r f rom Y o r k C o u n t y , R e p r e s e n t a t i ve Ron M i l l e r 

f rom Y o r k C o u n t y , R e p r e s e n t a t i ve K a r e n B o b a c k f rom 

L u z e r n e C o u n t y , R e p r e s e n t a t i ve S andy M a j o r f rom 

E n d l es s M o u n t a i ns , P e n n s y l v a n i a, i s t h a t c l os e e n o u g h ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve M i ke P e i f e r f rom P i ke C o u n t y and 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve J o h n E v a n s f rom E r i e C o u n t y . 

F i r s t I ' d l i k e t o s a y t h a t t h e s e h e a r i n g s 

a r e i n c o n j u n c t i on w i t h t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i on Commi t t e e 

and t h e P o l i cy Commi t t e e s , as I m e n t i o n e d . Wi t h t h e 

g o v e r n o r c a l l i ng a s p e c i a l s es s i on on t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

f u n d i ng we d e c i d e d t o b r i ng t h e Commi t t e e s a r o u n d t o 

a l l a r e a s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . T h i s i s t h e s e v e n r e g i ons . 

T h i s i s t h e f i f t h o f t h o s e h e a r i ngs h e r e i n t h e 

n o r t h e a s t and t h o s e h e a r i ngs a r e c o s p o n s o r e d by t h e 

T r a n s p o r t a t i on Commi t t e e and t h e P o l i cy Commi t t e e s o f 

t h e R e p u b l i c a n and D e m o c r a t i c c a u c u s es i n t h e Hous e, 

w h i c h I t h i nk i s u n i que i n t h a t we've l o c k e d arm and 



arm i n a b i p a r t i s an f as h i on t o t r y t o g e t t h e p u b l i c 

t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t we a r e t r y i ng t o s o l ve o u r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on p l a n n i ng p r o b l ems i n a b i p a r t i s an 

m e t h o d . 

F i r s t o f a l l I ' d l i ke t o i n t r o d u c e 

C h a i rman R i ck G e i s t , t h e C o - C h a i rman o f t h e 

T r a n s p o r t a t i on Commi t t e e . R i c k ? 

MR. GEIST: 

Thank y o u v e r y much, J o e . I t h i nk 

e v e r y b o d y i n t h i s room knows t h i s i s a l mos t 

u n p r e c e d e n t e d h a v i ng t o b r i ng t h e Commi t t e e s t o g e t h e r 

t h i s w a y . The s u b j e c t i s s o l a r g e and has gone s o 

u n a t t e n d e d o v e r t h e y e a r s t h a t t h e bes t way t h a t we 

c a n b r i ng i n f o r m a t i on o u t and b r i ng i n e a c h numbers i n 

t h e Hous e, and I hope t h e S e n a t e , i s t h r o u g h h e a r i ngs 

l i k e t h i s . 

I want t o t h a n k e v e r y b o d y f o r c o m i n g . 

I t ' s gone g r e a t e v e r y w h e r e we've gone a l l o v e r t h e 

s t a t e . The E d i t o r i a l B o a r d s a y s s o m e t h i n g . We g o t a 

pos i t i ve e d i t o r i a l f rom t h e H a r r i s b u r g P a p e r f o r t h e 

f i r s t t i m e i n 12 y e a r s . B u t i t ' s b e e n a v e r y g o o d 

e x p e r i e n c e f o r us . N e x t w e ' l l be i n C l a r i on and t h e n 

i n P i t t s b u r g h / M o n r o e v i l l e and t o s um i t up, I 'm t h e n 

g o i ng t o t r y t o p u t t o g e t h e r a p a c k a g e o f b i l l s i n t h e 

s p e c i a l s es s i on, and we hope we c a n g e t e n o u g h v o t e s 



f o r i t i n t h e Hous e and S e n a t e and h a v e t h e g o v e r n o r 

s i gn i t . 

T h i s has b e e n a l ong, l ong t i me c o m i n g . 

I t j u s t d i d n ' t t a k e one admi n i s t r a t i on t o g e t t h e r e . 

I t ' s b e e n g o i n g on. I ' d s a y f o r t h e l a s t 20 p l u s 

y e a r s we've b e e n g o i ng d o w n h i l l , and t h i s has r e a l l y 

a c c e l e r a t e d i n t h e l as t f i ve y e a r s . I 'm j u s t p l e a s ed 

t o be h e r e and h o l d h a n d s w i t h J o e and t r y t o g e t t h i s 

done w i t h S t a n and M i ke S t e r l i ng and t h e P o l i cy 

Commi t t e e s , and t h e a b i l i t y t o b r i ng i n f o r m a t i on o u t 

t o t h e members . Thank you v e r y m u c h. 

CHAIRMAN: 

O k a y . Our p o l i cy c h a i r o f t h e R e p u b l i c a n 

c a u c u s , S t a n S a y l o r , i s h e r e . S t a n , w o u l d you l i ke t o 

come? O k a y . And R e p r e s e n t a t i ve C h a i rman M i ke S t u r l a 

f rom t h e D e m o c r a t i c P o l i cy Commi t t e e i s n o t h e r e y e t , 

b u t i s e x p e c t e d t o be h e r e . S o w i t h t h a t w e ' l l move 

f o r w a r d w i t h o u r f i r s t b a t t e r y o f t e s t i f i e r s h e r e . 

And a c t u a l l y we h a v e a M r . S c o t t C h r i s t i e, who's t h e 

D e p u t y S e c r e t a r y f o r t h e H i ghway's Admi n i s t r a t i on, and 

i s a b l e d i s t r i c t e x e c u t i v e s f r o m PennDOT D i s t r i c t 4, 

M r . G e o r g e R o b e r t s i s h e r e , and i t ' s my u n d e r s t a n d i ng 

t h a t , G e o r g e , you w i l l go f i r s t ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

Yes . 



CHAIRMAN: 

And t h e n D e p u t y S e c r e t a r y C h r i s t i e . So, 

G e o r g e , y o u h a v e 15 m i n u t e s a n d , by t h e way, we h a v e a 

v e r y s t r i n g e n t t i me m a c h i ne h e r e t h a t we t r y t o k e e p 

p e o p l e on t h e i r t o e s . I t ' s a g r e e n l i g h t and t h e n o f 

c o u r s e a y e l l ow s um-up l i g h t , and t h e n a f l as h i ng r e d 

l i g h t , and i f y ou i g n o r e t h a t e v e r y b o d y up h e r e s t a r t s 

w a i v i ng t h e i r h a n d s and a l l t h a t k i nd o f s t u f f . S o 

w e ' l l l e t y o u g o . And you h a v e 1 5 mi n u t e s . 

MR. ROBERTS: 

I h a v e two p r e s e n t a t i o n s . Do I g e t 30 

o r ? 

CHAIRMAN: 

B e f o r e y o u s t a r t , we h a v e R e p r e s e n t a t i ve 

P a u l Cos t a f rom A l l e g h e n y C o u n t y . 

MR. COSTA: 

Good a f t e r n o o n , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, G e o r g e , y o u may b e g i n . 

MR. ROBERTS: 

I ' l l j u s t be r e a l b r i e f . A l s o i n t r o d u c e , 

p r o b a b l y a good p a r t o f y ou h a v e n e v e r h e a r d o f t h e 

B u r e a u names o f o p e r a t i ons f o r PennDOT. And j u s t t o 

l e t a l l t h e members know t h a t . I s t h i s on? 

CHAIRMAN: 



Move a l i t t l e c l os e r t h e r e . 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

Okay. And j u s t t o l e t a l l t h e members 

know t h a t G e o r g e w i l l be g i v i ng t h e s t a t e w i de o v e r v i ew 

and t h e r e g i o n a l o v e r v i ew o f t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

s i t u a t i o n . I w i l l t h e n be c o v e r i ng t h e i m p a c t s o f 

M a r c e l l us S h a l e and t h e i m p a c t s o f bombi ng ( p h o n e t i c) 

o f t h e r o a d s . S o w i t h t h a t --- . 

MR. ROBERTS: 

Thank y o u , S c o t t . And we'd f i r s t l i ke t o 

t h a n k t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i on P o l i c y f o r a l l o w i ng me t o 

s p e a k t o d a y . T h e f i r s t s l i d e w e h a v e t o d a y s h o w s s o me 

c l i ps o f r i d g e s a c r o s s t h e s t a t e , b u t i t s t a r t s w i t h a 

pos i t i on n o t s u p p o s ed t o be f i x e d due t o o u r f u n d i n g . 

The n e x t p h o t o s hows s ome r o a d w a y s a c r o s s 

t h e s t a t e t h a t a r e d e t e r i o r a t i ng and n e e d , b u t c a n n o t 

be r e p a i r e d as f a r as f u n d i n g . T h i s n e x t s l i de i s a 

good s l i de t h a t I l i ke t o s how p e o p l e b e c a u s e i t s hows 

what o u r p r e v i o u s 2 0 - y e a r i n f l a t i o n h i s t o r i e s a r e . 

And what mos t p e o p l e a r e f ami l i a r w i t h i s t h e r e d 

l i ne, t h e CPI l i ne, t h e c o n s umer p r i ce i n d e x . T h a t 

l i ne i s a t a b o u t t h r e e p e r c e n t p e r y e a r . You c a n s ee 

t h a t t h e r e . The b l ue l i ne, w h i c h i s t h e p e r c e n t 

( p h o n e t i c) p e r c o s t i n d e x , i t ' s a v e r y s i mi l a r s l ope, 

a b o u t t h r e e p e r c e n t p e r y e a r . And t h e n y o u l ook a t 



t h e g r e e n l i ne, and t h e g r e e n l i ne i s a B P I , w h i c h i s 

PennDOT's b i d p r i ce i n d e x . And what t h a t i n c l u d e s i s 

as p h a l t , e x c a v a t i on, a g g r e g a t e s , r e i n f o r c i ng b a r s , 

f a b r i c a t e d s t r u c t u r a l s t e e l , c e m e n t , t h o s e t y p e s o f 

i tems . And you c a n s ee t h e s l ope on t h a t . B e t w e e n 

2003 and 2008 we've a c t u a l l y r e a l i z e d a b o u t 60 p e r c e n t 

i n c r e a s e i n i n f l a t i on, w h i c h has r e a l l y e r o d e d o u r 

b u y i ng p o w e r . 

The n e x t s l i de a l s o s hows a v e r y s i mi l a r 

s i t u a t i on where we b e l i eve t h a t we've l os t a b o u t $1 .6 

b i l l i on i n b u y i ng power o v e r t h a t p e r i od o f f i ve 

y e a r s . From t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r s i d e , 74 p e r c e n t o f 

o u r m o t o r l i c e n s ed h i ghway d o l l a r s go i n t o t h e h i ghway 

and b r i dge c o n t r a c t s w i t h t h e i ndus t r y . S o t h a t h e l ps 

s u p p o r t o u r l o c a l and s t a t e e c o n o m y . The f o l l o w i ng 

s l i de s hows t h e t r e n d t h a t we've h a d f o r c a p a c i t y 

a d d i ng p r o j e c t s , p r o j e c t s t h a t we w o u l d e i t h e r b u i l d 

new h i ghways o r w i den e x i s t i ng r o a d w a y s , and you c a n 

s e e h o w t h a t t r e n d h a s g o n e d o w n , a n d i t ' s r e a l l y 

b e c a u s e o f how we've h a d t o mai n t a i n o u r e x i s t i ng 

as s e t s and p r e s e r v e what we h a v e o u t t h e r e a l r e a d y . 

The f o l l o w i ng s l i de i s f o r A c t 4 4 

f u n d i n g . I n r e s p o n s e t o t h e G e n e r a l As s embl y, t h e y 

a d o p t e d A c t 4 4 i n J u l y o f 2 0 0 7 , we were p r o v i d e d an 

a v e r a g e o f a b o u t $950 m i l l i o n a y e a r f o r h i g h w a y , 



b r i d g e s and p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . And t h e f u n d i ng 

was p r o v i d e d by P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i ke Commi s s i on and 

r e q u i r e d a p p r o v a l f rom t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t t o t o l l 

I n t e r s t a t e 8 0 , as we a l l k n ow. 

I f y ou l ook a t t h e f o l l o w i ng s l i de, t h a t 

i s t h e e f f e c t o f n o t b e i ng a b l e t o r e c e i ve a p p r o v a l 

f rom t h e F e d e r a l H i ghway Admi n i s t r a t i on f o r t h e 

t o l l i ng o f I -8 0 . And you c a n s ee where t h e a c t u a l 

p r o j e c t e d amount o f money w i l l go f rom $ 9 5 9 mi l l i on 

p e r y e a r down t o $ 4 5 0 mi l l i on p e r y e a r , w i t h $ 2 0 0 

mi l l i on o f t h a t g o i ng t o w a r d s r o a d s and b r i d g e s and 

t h e o t h e r $ 2 5 0 mi l l i on g o i ng t o w a r d o t h e r t r a n s i t . 

Over t h e p a s t two d e c a d e s we've f o c u s ed on p a v i ng, and 

we've s een a downward t r e n d t o o u r c o r e r o a d w a y 

s e g m e n t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e Commonweal t h on t h i s s l i d e . 

And t h e n t h e f o l l o w i ng s l i de s hows how 

we've b e e n w o r k i ng on o u r b r i dge s i t u a t i on i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . We've b e e n a b l e t o t u r n t h e c o r n e r . We 

were a t a h i gh a t one t i me o f o v e r 6 , 0 0 0 s t r u c t u r a l l y 

d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e e n t i r e s t a t e , and we 

h a v e now w o r k e d t h a t number down t o 5 , 6 4 6 , s o we've 

made s ome v e r y p o s i t i ve s t r i d e s on t h e i s s ue o f o u r 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s . 

The n e x t s l i de s hows a map o f t h e 

u n f u n d e d p r o j e c t s t h a t a r e a r e s u l t o f n o t r e c e i v i ng 



t h e A c t 4 4 r e v e n u e s . S o i t ' s j us t a s t a t e w i de map 

t h a t s hows b r i dge and h i ghway p r o j e c t s t h a t we a r e n o t 

a b l e t o do now due t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e f u n d i ng w i l l 

go down t o $ 5 0 0 mi l l i o n . 

The n e x t s l i de s hows t h e i mpact on o u r 

b r i dge p r o g r a m s t a t e w i d e . The l ower g r e e n c u r v e s hows 

how we p r o j e c t e d o u r es t i m a t e d b r i dge t o be r e d u c e d i f 

we were t o r e c e i ve t h e f u l l A c t 4 4 f u n d i n g . And t h i s 

c u r v e s hows t h a t we h a v e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 , 0 0 0 t h a t 

w o u l d be s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t t h a t w o u l d be 

r e m a i n i ng i n t h e y e a r 2 0 3 3 , w h i c h w o u l d be a b o u t 1 2 

p e r c e n t o f o u r s t r u c t u r e s , v e r s us a n a t i o n a l a v e r a g e 

o f 8 .3 p e r c e n t r i g h t now. I n t h e u p p e r c u r v e i t s hows 

what w i l l h a p p e n w i t h o u t h a v i ng t h i s f u l l A c t 4 4 

f u n d i n g . And i t s hows t h a t o u r a c t u a l s t r u c t u r a l l y 

d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s w i l l s t a r t t o i n c r e a s e i n t h e y e a r 

2018, and t h i s c u r v e ' s r e s u l t s p r o j e c t i o n s a r e t h a t we 

w o u l d be a n t i c i p a t i n g w e ' l l h a v e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4,900 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s i n t h e y e a r 2 0 3 3 , w h i c h 

p u t s us a r o u n d 9.8 p e r c e n t a v e r a g e o f s t r u c t u r a l l y 

d e f i c i e n t , v e r s us t h e c u r r e n t s t a t e w i de n a t i o n a l 

a v e r a g e o f 8.3. 

S o o v e r t i me, w i t h o u t s u f f i c i e n t f unds t o 

i mprove o u r b r i d g e s , P e n n s y l v a n i a i n f r a s t r u c t u r e w i l l 

c o n t i n u e t o d e t e r i o r a t e . The s c o p e o f t h e unmet 



t r a n s p o r t a t i on n e e d i n P e n n s y l v a n i a was l a i d o u t i n 

d e t a i l by t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i on F u n d i ng and R e f orm 

Commi s s i on i n November o f 2 0 0 6 , and a t t h a t t i me t h e 

b i p a r t i s an commi s s i on es t i m a t e d t h a t t h e a n n u a l 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g s h o r t f a l l was $1.7 b i l l i o n p e r 

y e a r . 

I n May o f 2 0 1 0 t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i on 

A d v i s o r y Commi t t e e r e l e a s ed t h e f u n d i ng s t u d y and 

f o u n d t h a t t h e n e e d s and r o s e t o $3.5 b i l l i o n . So 

t h a t ' s where we s t a n d r i g h t now i n o u r s t a t e w i d e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s i t u a t i o n . And what I 

w o u l d l i ke t o do now, C h a i rman, i s move on t o o u r 

r e g i o n a l n e e d s . I ' l l w a i t a s e c o n d u n t i l we c a n g e t 

t h e P o w e r P o i n t p u l l e d up. 

Okay. F o r a r e g i o n a l i m p a c t f o r D i s t r i c t 

4, e n g i n e e r s r e p o r t i n c l u d e s , o b v i o u s l y , L a c k a w a n n a , 

L u z e r n e , P i k e , S u s q u e h a n n a , Wayne and Wyoming 

C o u n t i e s . The f i r s t f i v e we h a v e h e r e show s i m i l a r t o 

o u r s t a t e w i de s l i de, s ome o f o u r e x i s t i ng c o n d i t i ons 

on o u r b r i d g e s and r o a d w a y s where you c a n s ee t h e 

c o n d i t i on o f d e t e r i o r a t e d b r i d g e s and s ome e x c e s s i ve 

c r a c k i n g and r u n n i n g on o u r r o a d w a y s y s t e m s . 

On t h e f o l l o w i ng s l i de i t s hows t h e 4 7 1 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s t h a t I h a v e i n my 

d i s t r i c t r i g h t now, s p r e a d o u t and t h r o u g h o u t t h e 



d i s t r i c t . On t h e i n t e r s t a t e n e t w o r k , o u r PPN1 

n e t w o r k , we h a v e 2 8 s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s , 1 1 

o f w h i c h a r e programmed r i g h t now. On o u r N a t i o n a l 

H i ghway N i ne i n t e r s t a t e s ys tem, I h a v e 1 6 s t r u c t u r a l l y 

d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s , n i n e o f them b e i n g p r o g r a m m e d . On 

t h e non-NHS , g r e a t e r t h a n 2 , 0 0 0 ADT n e t w o r k we h a v e 

1 2 7 s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s , and 3 7 o f t h o s e 

were p r o g r a m m e d , and on o u r non-NHS , l es s t h a n 2 , 0 0 0 

ADT n e t w o r k , we h a v e 3 0 3 s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t 

b r i d g e s , and o n l y 55 b e i n g p r o grammed a t t h e t i m e . 

Now, i f a n y b o d y adds t h o s e numbers up, 

w h i c h I'm s u r e e v e r y b o d y d i d , we r e a l l y h a v e 474 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s . We h a d one a d d i t i o n a l 

b r i dge come on s i n c e we p u t t h i s t o g e t h e r , and t h e n we 

a l s o h a d l i ke p e o p l e add t h e --- we h a d t e n b r i d g e s 

o v e r t h e D e l a w a r e R i v e r . The J o i n t B r i d g e C o m m i s s i o n 

w i t h New Y o r k , t h e y were r e s p o n s i b l e t o p r o v i d e we 

were r e s p o n s i b l e t o p r o v i de two o f t h e i r s t r u c t u r a l 

d e f i c i e n t t h a t d o n ' t n o r m a l l y show up on o u r l i s t . 

B u t a g a i n, we p ay h a l f t h e c o s t t o r e p a i r t h o s e, 

r e p l a c e t h o s e, s o I a d d e d t h o s e i n t o come up w i t h a 

t o t a l o f 474. 

We h a v e a t o t a l number o f pos t e d b r i d g e s 

o f 1 0 0 i n o u r d i s t r i c t , i n o u r s i x c o u n t i es o f o u r 

d i s t r i c t . F o r t y - t w o (42) o f t h o s e a r e one t r u c k o n l y , 



and 58 o f t h o s e a r e w e i g h t p o s t e d . And o f t h e 58 

w e i g h t p o s t e d I d o n ' t h a v e any t h a t a r e u n d e r t h r e e 

t o n p o s t i ngs , b u t I do h a v e s i x b r i d g e s t h a t a r e 

p o s t e d b e t w e e n t h r e e and t e n t o n s . And o b v i o u s l y t h e 

r e m a i n d e r o f t h e 5 2 b e i ng s omewhere b e t w e e n 1 0 and 

l e s s t h a n 40. 

The n e x t s l i de d e p i c t s o u r s t r u c t u r a l l y 

d e f i c i e n t b r i dge p r o g r a m w i t h and w i t h o u t t h e f u l l A c t 

44 f u n d i n g . And t h e p r o j e c t e d g o a l , w h i c h i s t h e 

g r e e n l i ne on t h i s s l i de was bas ed on a 4 0 p e r c e n t 

r e d u c t i on i n s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s o v e r a 

t e n - y e a r p e r i o d . The r e d l i n e shows where we w o u l d be 

w i t h t h e f u l l A c t 44 f u n d i n g . We w o u l d go f r o m 23.4 

p e r c e n t s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s , b a c k i n 2 0 0 8 , 

down t o 17.9 p e r c e n t s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s i n 

t h e y e a r 2014. The b l u e l i n e , h o w e v e r , shows t h e 

c u r r e n t f u n d i ng l e v e l s t h a t we w o u l d be r e c e i v i ng 

w i t h o u t t h e f u l l A c t 4 4 f u n d i ng, and t h a t s hows t h a t 

by y e a r 2 0 1 4 we w o u l d s t i l l h a v e 2 0 p e r c e n t 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s v e r s u s t h e 17.9 I 

m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r , w i t h f u l l f u n d i n g . I t d o e s n ' t 

s o u n d l i k e a b i g d i f f e r e n c e o f 2.1 p e r c e n t , b u t i n my 

d i s t r i c t t h a t r e p r e s e n t s 4 0 s t r u c t u r e s t h a t we w o u l d 

n o t g e t t o o v e r t h a t p e r i o d o f t i m e . 

The f o l l o w i ng s l i de s hows t h e f o u r 



s egment mi l es o f r o a d w a y s t h a t we h a v e i n t h e 

d i s t r i c t , and i t ' s 706 m i l e s . T h i s i s b a s e d on I R I , 

o r t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l R o u g h n e s s I n d e x , w h i c h meas u r e s 

t h e r o u g h n e s s o f t h e p a v e m e n t i n i n c h e s p e r m i l e . 

R e g a r d i ng o u r n e t w o r k s on o u r i n t e r s t a t e n e t w o r k , I 

h a v e 3 6 8 s egment mi l es , 2 5 o f t h o s e a r e p o o r I RI , 

w h i c h r e p r e s e n t s e v e n p e r c e n t . On t h e NHS i n t e r s t a t e 

s ys tem I h a v e 1 7 1 t o t a l s egment mi l es , 1 2 mi l es o f 

w h i c h a r e p o o r I R I . On t h e non-NHS, n o n - i n t e r s t a t e 

g r e a t e r t h a n 2 , 0 0 0 s ys tem I h a v e 1 , 0 8 7 , 1 0 3 mi l es o f 

w h i c h a r e i n t h e p o o r c a t e g o r y . And t h e w o r s t n e t w o r k 

t h a t we h a v e a r e t h e non-NHS, l e s s t h a n 2,000 EDT, 

w h i c h was 2 , 3 0 7 mi l es , o f w h i c h 5 6 6 o f t h o s e a r e p o o r 

segment m i l e s . 

The n e x t s l i de s hows a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t 

d e p i c t i o n o f p a v e m e n t s . T h i s i s what we c a l l how t o 

c y c l e . G e n e r a l l y t h e way we t a l k a b o u t c y c l e s i n 

PennDOT w o u l d be b e f o r e h i g h e r EDT r o a d w a y s . We a r e 

us u a l l y l o o k i ng a t an 8 t o 1 2 - y e a r p a v i ng c y c l e w i t h 

r e g u l a r p a i n t i n g s i n b e t w e e n t h o s e p a v i n g c y c l e s . On 

t h e l o w e r f r e q u e n c y r o a d s we're on a 2 0 - y e a r p a v i n g 

c y c l e . The c h i p p i n g i n b e t w e e n a v e r a g e d o u r 

m a i n t e n a n c e . And so what i t r e a l l y shows i s t h a t we 

h a v e 1 , 0 3 3 o u t - o f - c y c l e p a v e m e n t mi l es , w h i c h i s a 

g o o d i n d i c a t o r o f , a g a i n , t h e s i t u a t i o n t h a t w e're i n 



h e r e i n t h e d i s t r i c t . 

And t h e f o l l o w i ng s l i de s hows t h e 

p r o j e c t s t h a t a r e u n f u n d e d now, due t o A c t 4 4 , o r t h e 

l o w e r e d f u n d i ng o f A c t 4 4 , w h i c h r e p r e s e n t s 4 4 

p r o j e c t s i n my d i s t r i c t and a t o t a l c o s t o f $ 2 1 8 , 0 0 0 

m i l l i o n o v e r a f o u r - y e a r p e r i o d . 

And t h e f o l l o w i ng s l i de k i nd o f 

s ummari z es e v e r y t h i ng where when you l ook a t o u r 

a n n u a l s h o r t f a l l o f r e c e n t h i ghway --- b r i dge and 

h i ghway p a v e m e n t n e e d s , o u r es t i m a t e d r e g i o n a l n e e d i s 

$ 2 9 0 mi l l i on, and o u r c u r r e n t f u n d i ng l e v e l i s 

$163,000 m i l l i o n a y e a r . So a t t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e o u r 

s h o r t f a l l i s a b o u t $135 m i l l i o n p e r y e a r . 

And t h e n e x t s l i de we h a v e t a l ks a l i t t l e 

b i t a b o u t t h e t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s h e r e i n o u r d i s t r i c t . 

We h a v e t h r e e t r a n s i t a g e n c i es , t h e C o u n t y o f 

L a c k a w a n n a T r a n s i t S ys tem has a b o u t two mi l l i on r i d e r s 

and r e c e i v e s a b o u t $6.3 m i l l i o n i n o p e r a t i n g 

a s s i s t a n c e f r o m t h e s t a t e e v e r y y e a r . The B l a i r 

C o u n t y T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y has 1.8 m i l l i o n r i d e r s 

r o u g h l y and t h e y r e c e i v e a b o u t $4.9 m i l l i o n i n 

o p e r a t i n g a s s i s t a n c e f r o m t h e D e p a r t m e n t . And t h e 

t h i r d one i s t h e Haz l e t o n P u b l i c T r a n s i t S ys tem, w h i c h 

has a b o u t 240,000 r i d e r s , and t h e y r e c e i v e a b o u t $1.6 

m i l l i o n i n f u n d i n g f r o m u s . 



And t h e l as t s l i de I h a v e i s j us t f o r 

t h o s e i n t h e a u d i e n c e i f t h e y ' r e i n t e r e s t e d , i f t h e y ' d 

l i ke t o h a v e any more i n f o r m a t i on on o u r f u n d i ng 

c r i s i s , t h e r e ' s a w e b s i t e t h a t you c a n go t o ; 

w w w . f u n d p a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n o w . c o m ( s i c ) . And w i t h t h a t , 

t h a t c o n c l u d e s my p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u , G e o r g e . I t h i n k i f i t ' s 

o k a y w i t h e v e r y b o d y , t h a t y o u ' l l j u s t s t a y t h e r e . 

W e ' l l h a v e D e p u t y C h r i s t i e p r o c e e d t h r o u g h h i s 

p r e s e n t a t i on, and a l l o f you c a n j us t s t a y t h e r e f o r 

c o m b i n e d q u e s t i o n s . I t h i n k t h a t w i l l make t h i n g s 

f l o w a l i t t l e b i t h e r e , i f t h a t ' s o k a y ? Okay. 

S e c r e t a r y C h r i s t i e , D e p u t y S e c r e t a r y , y o u ma y ma k e 

y o u r s t a t e m e n t . 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

T h a n k s v e r y much. One o f t h e o t h e r 

c u r r e n t e v e n t s t h a t ' s g o i n g on, o b v i o u s l y , i s t h e 

M a r c e l l us S h a l e o p e r a t i ons t h a t a r e g o i ng up i n t h e 

n o r t h e r n a r e a o f t h e s t a t e , and a l s o i n t h e 

s o u t h / s o u t h w e s t e r n p a r t o f t h e s t a t e . And what I 

w a n t e d t o do i s g i ve e v e r y b o d y an u p d a t e on t h e 

i m p a c t s o f t h a t , t h o s e o p e r a t i o n s on t h e h i g h w a y s . 

As you know, PennDOT owns and mai n t a i ns 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 4 5 , 0 0 0 b r i d g e s and 4 0 , 0 0 0 mi l es o f 
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r o a d s , w i t h t h e s e c o n d a r y r o a d s c o m p r i s e o f o v e r h a l f 

o f t h a t m i l e a g e . The m a j o r r o u t e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a a r e 

d e s i g n e d t o accommodate t h e h i gh v o l ume o f h e a v y 

t r u c k s . However M a r c e l l u s S h a l e d r i l l i n g i s h a v i n g a 

s i g n i f i c a n t i m p a c t on t h e Commonwealth's r o a d w a y 

s y s t e m , e s p e c i a l l y t h e s e c o n d a r y r o a d s . M o s t o f t h e 

d r i l l i ng i s t a k i ng p l a c e i n r u r a l a r e a s w i t h a c c e s s 

v i a l o w - v o l u m e s e c o n d a r y r o a d s . And most o f t h e 

r o a d w a y s do n o t h a v e s u f f i c i e n t s t r e n g t h t o w i t h s t a n d 

t h e l a r g e amount o f t r u c k s and o t h e r v e h i c l es t h a t a r e 

p a r t o f t h e t h a t M a r c e l l u s S h a l e d r i l l i n g . 

Gas m e t a l d r i l l i ng r e q u i r e s t r a n s p o r t i ng 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y o v e r w e i g h t and o v e r s i z ed e q u i pment and 

m a t e r i a l s , i n c l u d i ng h u n d r e d s o f w a t e r - f i l l ed t a n k e r 

t r u c k s f o r h y d r a u l i c f r a c t u r i n g , c a l l e d c r a c k i n g . I 

b e l i e v e y o u ' v e h e a r d f r o m them. A l s o s t o n e t r u c k s f o r 

s i t e d e v e l opment, and p i pe t r u c k s f o r d r i l l i ng and 

p i p e l i n e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

The damage c a u s ed by t h i s a d d i t i o n a l 

t r u c k t r a f f i c r a p i d l y d e t e r i o r a t e s f rom mi n o r s u r f a c e 

damage t o c o m p l e t e l y u n d e r m i n i n g t h e r o a d w a y b a s e . 

And a d d i t i o n a l l y, we h a v e f ound a s u d d e n i n c r e a s e i n 

h e a v y t r u c k t r a f f i c has c a u s ed d e t e r i o r a t i on o f 

s e v e r a l w e a k e r b r i dge s t r u c t u r e s r e s u l t i ng i n 

p o s t i n g s . 



PennDOT's i n t e n t r i g h t now i s t o h a v e no 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n e x i s t i n g r o a d and b r i d g e c o n d i t i o n s 

b e c a u s e o f any t r u c k t r a f f i c, and t o r e c o v e r a l l c o s t s 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h damage b e i n g c a u s e d . To p r o t e c t t h e 

r o a d w a y s f rom h e a v y v e h i c l e damage, more s e c o n d a r y 

r o a d s a r e b e i n g p o s t e d r i g h t now. C u r r e n t l y we h a v e 

7 , 9 5 6 mi l es o f r o a d w a y t h a t a r e p o s t e d and h a v e 

as s o c i a t e d a c c e s s m ai n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t s f o r t h o s e 

7,956 m i l e s . 6,245 m i l e s o f t h o s e 7,900 a r e M a r c e l l u s 

S h a l e d r i l l i ng c o m p a n i es --- w i t h n i ne M a r c e l l us S h a l e 

d r i l l i ng c o m p a n i es and 1 , 7 1 1 mi l es a r e w i t h M a r c e l l us 

S h a l e c o m p a n i e s . So i f y o u ' r e k e e p i n g t r a c k o f t h a t 

7,956, t h a t w o u l d be t h e b r e a k d o w n . 

An a d d i t i o n a l 1 , 9 4 0 mi l es a r e p l a n n e d t o 

be p o s t e d r i g h t now, w h i c h c o u l d l e a d t o f u t u r e 

m a i n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t s f o r t h o s e r o a d s as w e l l . 

P l e a s e n o t e t h a t w h e n e v e r t h e r e i s an e x c e s s 

mai n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t t h e r e i s an as s o c i a t e d b o n d w i t h 

t h i s and I ' l l c o v e r t h e bo n d i n a few moments. 

F o r t h e c u r r e n t 1 , 7 1 1 mi l es o f r o a d w a y 

t h a t h a v e an e x c e s s m ai n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t w i t h 

M a r c e l l us S h a l e c o m p a n i es , i t i s es t i m a t e d t h a t 5 0 

p e r c e n t r e q u i r e mi n o r r e p a i r s , 2 0 p e r c e n t r e q u i r e 

maj o r bas e r e p a i r and a c t u a l l y 1 0 p e r c e n t now r e q u i r e 

f u l l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . The t o t a l r o a d and r e p a i r 



es t i mate i n t h e c u r r e n t 1 , 7 1 1 mi l es on t h e r o a d i s 

$ 1 2 5 mi l l i on, and as s umi ng t h e s ame p r o p o r t i on o f r o a d 

r e p a i r s f o r t h e p l an t o be p o s t e d r o a d w a y s , t h a t w o u l d 

mean an a d d i t i o n a l $ 1 4 0 mi l l i on w i l l be r e q u i r e d f o r 

r o a d w e a t h e r r e p a i r s . 

P os t i ng and b o n d i ng d o e s o f f e r p r o t e c t i on 

t o PennDOT's s e c o n d a r y r o a d s , b u t t h e m a i n t r a f f i c 

r o u t e s a r e s t i l l v u l n e r a b l e t o t h e i n c r e a s ed s t e a d y 

t r u c k t r a f f i c . I t was r e p o r t e d t h a t t r a f f i c on US 16 

B r a d f o r d C o u n t y n e a r B u r l i n g t o n s aw a s i x - f o l d 

i n c r e a s e i n t r u c k t r a f f i c o v e r a t h r e e - y e a r p e r i o d . 

Wi t h t h i s i n c r e a s e i n t r u c k v o l ume t h e 

r o a d w a y i s p r e m a t u r e l y d e t e r i o r a t i n g, and t h e l i f e 

c y c l e o f t h e p a v e m e n t i s b e i n g s h o r t e n e d . P o s t i n g 

m ai n t r a f f i c r o u t e s i s n o t a d e s i r e d o p t i on, as t h e s e 

r o a d w a y s s e r v e as maj o r t r a f f i c a r t e r i es a c r o s s t h e 

Commonweal t h , b u t r e p a i r and c o s t r e c o v e r y f o r t h e s e 

r e p a i r s must a l s o be a d d r e s s e d . 

PennDOT i s w o r k i ng w i t h t h e s h a l e 

i ndus t r y t o d e v e l op l o c a l work p l ans and f o c u s on 

c u r r e n t r o a d r e p a i r n e e d s , as w e l l as p r e e m p t i ve work 

t o r e p a i r t h e r o a d w a y s f o r f u t u r e us e and w i n t e r 

c o n d i t i o n s and p l o w i n g . The w i n t e r months a r e a 

v u l n e r a b l e t i me f o r p r e - t h a w c y c l es , and t h e l i mi t e d 

a v a i l a b i l i t y o f m a t e r i a l s t o c o m p l e t e r e p a i r s makes 



t h i s e v e n more d i r e . 

The i ndus t r y h a s b e e n w a r n e d t h a t i f t h e 

r o a d w a y i m p r o v e m e n t s a r e n o t i n p l a c e by t h e w i n t e r 

t h e y w i l l n o t be a b l e t o h a u l on a p o s t e d r o a d w a y f rom 

November 1 s t t o A p r i l 3 0 t h , o r u n t i l i m p r o v e m e n t s a r e 

p u t i n p l a c e . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e y were i n f o r m e d t h a t 

PennDOT l aws w i l l n o t p e r m i t t h e d e t e r i o r a t i on o f 

r o a d s b e l ow c u r r e n t c o n d i t i ons , and w i l l d i s a l l ow 

h a u l i n g i f a r o a d i s damaged. 

S a f e t y i s s u es s u c h as i m p r o p e r t r a f f i c 

c o n t r o l i n a work z o n e , l o o s e g r a v e l and p a v e m e n t , 

s h o u l d e r d r o p o f f s and dus t a r e a l s o moni t o r e d as p a r t 

o f t h e r e g u l a r r e v i e w o f o u r r o a d w a y c o n d i t i o n s . I f a 

s a f e t y i s s u e i s n o t e d i t i s t h e i n d u s t r y ' s 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o a d d r e s s t h e p r o b l em p r o m p t l y, and i f 

t h e i s s ue i s n o t a d d r e s s e d , t h e D e p a r t m e n t w i l l r e v o k e 

t h e i r p e r m i t . 

I n c o n j u n c t i on w i t h t h e r o a d w a y 

d e t e r i o r a t i on, PennDOT i s a l s o c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e 

c o n d i t i on o f t h e b r i d g e s and s a f e t y i s s u es a l ong t h e 

same r o u t e s . I n an e f f o r t t o a v o i d p o t e n t i a l b r i d g e 

f a i l u r e , PennDOT's s t a f f i s c o m p l e t i n g a d d i t i o n a l 

v i s u a l i ns p e c t i ons o f b r i dge s t r u c t u r e s t o n o t e any 

m a j o r d e t e r i o r a t i o n . 

A d d i t i o n a l s t a f f i ng has a l r e a d y b e e n 



r e a l l o c a t e d t o work f o r t h e s h a l e i ndus t r y and 

c o m p l e t e r o a d w a y p o s t i ngs , p r e - b o n d i ng s u r v e y s , and 

o n g o i n g r o a d w a y c o n d i t i o n s u r v e y s . E v e n more s t a f f i n g 

i s n e e d e d t o e f f e c t i v e l y h a n d l e t h e r e q u i r e d 

p e r m i t t i ng and e n h a n c e d t r a c k i ng, and r e p o r t i ng n e e d e d 

t o m a t c h t h e M a r c e l l us S h a l e i ndus t r y g r o w t h , w h i l e 

a l s o e n s u r i n g r o a d w a y s a f e t y and s e r v i c e . 

The M a r c e l l us S h a l e i ndus t r y i s b r i n g i ng 

s ubs t a n t i a l e c o n o m i c b e n e f i t t o t h e i r Commonweal t h , 

h o w e v e r t h i s b e n e f i t i s n o t w i t h o u t a c o s t t o o u r 

r o a d w a y s and as s t a t e d p r e v i o u s l y , PennDOT's i n t e n t i s 

t o h a v e no d e t e r i o r a t i on e x i s t i ng r o a d and b r i dge 

c o n d i t i ons b e c a u s e o f t h i s t r u c k t r a f f i c and t o 

r e c o v e r a l l a s s o c i a t e d c o s t s . To a d d r e s s t h e s e 

i m p a c t s , s t a f f h as b e e n as s i g n e d and r e q u e s t e d t o 

h a n d l e t h e a d d i t i o n a l t a s k . I n f o r m a t i o n t e c h n o l o g y 

s ys tems r i g h t now a r e b e i ng u p d a t e d and d e v e l o p e d t o 

accommodate t h e t r a c k i ng, t h e d a t a c o l l e c t i on and t h e 

d a t a s h a r i n g t h a t ' s r e q u i r e d . 

To r e c o v e r t h e c o s t s as s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e 

n e e d e d u p g r a d e s , a c o s t r e c o v e r y a n a l ys i s i s b e i ng 

c o m p l e t e d t o i d e n t i f y t h e i tems and t h e f e e s t h a t c a n 

be c h a r g e d t o t h e i n d u s t r y . The i n c r e a s e d p e r m i t 

f e e s , r e v i s i ons t o t h e e x c e s s mai n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t , 

i n c r e a s ed bo n d amounts and i ndus t r y c r e d i t s a r e a l l 



b e i n g r e v i e w e d . I t ' s i m p e r a t i v e t h a t PennDOT r e c o u p 

o u r c o s t s b e c a u s e t r a n s p o r t a t i on n e e d s a r e a l r e a d y 

u n d e r - f u n d e d and we c a n n o t abs o r b t h e s e a d d i t i o n a l 

f u n d i n g b u r d e n s . 

I n a d d i t i on, t h i s s i t u a t i on a l s o 

h i g h l i g h t s t h a t b o t h s t a t e and l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s n e e d 

a d d i t i o n a l r e s o u r c e s t o a d d r e s s t h e p r o b l ems t h a t h a v e 

a c c o m p a n i e d t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e d r i l l i n g c o m p a n i e s . 

G o v e r n o r R e n d e l l h a s p r o p o s ed a s e v e r a n c e t a x t o 

ens u r e t h e i ndus t r y p a y s i t s f a i r s h a r e and h e l ps 

s u p p o r t t h e p r o g r a m s and s e r v i c e s o f t h e Commonweal t h 

t h e c o u n t i es and muni c i p a l i t i es mus t be p r o v i d e d t o 

accommodate t h e i r p r e s e n c e . 

U n d e r t h e g o v e r n o r ' s p l a n , P e n n s y l v a n i a 

w i l l t a k e i n a p p r o x i m a t e l y $1.8 b i l l i o n o v e r t h e n e x t 

f i v e y e a r s , w i t h $180 m i l l i o n o f t h a t t o t a l b e i n g 

s h a r e d d i r e c t l y w i t h l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s and a r e a s where 

d r i l l i n g a c t i v i t y i s t a k i n g p l a c e . L o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s 

c o u l d t h e n us e t h o s e f unds t o r e p a i r r o a d s and o t h e r 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and b o l s t e r l o c a l l aw e n f o r c e m e n t 

e f f o r t s o r r e l y p r o g r a m s t o h e l p t h o s e i n n e e d . 

And t h a t c o n c l u d e s o u r r e m a r k s on t h e M a r c e l l u s S h a l e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u v e r y much. 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 



I do h a v e a l i t t l e b i t on m i n i n g as w e l l . 

Do y o u want me t o c o v e r t h a t p a r t f i r s t o r ? 

CHAIRMAN: 

Y e s , y o u m i g h t as w e l l k e e p g o i n g t h e r e . 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

L e t me s t a r t by s a y i ng r e p a i r s f o r 

b e a m i n g i n PennDOT's p o l i c y i s t o g u a r d a g a i n s t 

a b n o r m a l d e t e r i o r a t i on o f r o a d s and b r i d g e s t h a t a r e 

c a u s ed by t h e h e a v y t r u c k t r a f f i c as s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e 

M a r c e l l u s S h a l e a c t i v i t y . We do i n t e n d t o r e c o v e r t h e 

c o s t s as s o c i a t e d w i t h r e p a i r s , as w e l l as c o s t s t o 

manage o r m o n i t o r t h e h e a v y t r u c k t r a f f i c . And we a r e 

p r e s e n t l y p o s t i ng t h e r o a d s r i g h t now t o p r o t e c t 

a g a i n s t t h e damage. 

B u t l e t me b e g i n by s t a t i n g t h a t a p o s t e d 

r o a d w a y i s b a s i c a l l y any s t a t e o f l o c a l l y owned 

h i g h w a y t h a t h as a w e i g h t r e s t r i c t i o n . And t h e f i r s t 

s t e p i s t o e n a c t --- t h e f i r s t s t e p you h a v e t o t a k e 

i s t o e n a c t a w e i g h t r e s t r i c t i o n . You must f i r s t 

c o m p l e t e an e n g i n e e r i ng t r a f f i c s t u d y t o e x a m i ne t h e 

r o a d w a y c o n d i t i ons , and t h a t w o u l d i n c l ude t h e 

p a v e m e n t s t r u c t u r e as w e l l , t o d e t e r m i ne i f t h e 

r o a d w a y , i n f a c t , s h o u l d be p o s t e d . 

Once you c a n d e t e r m i ne t h a t t h e r a i l i ng 

s h o u l d be p o s t e d and i t n e e d s a w e i g h t r e s t r i c t i on, 



and t h e w e i g h t r e s t r i c t i on i s j us t i f i e d , t h e n we e r e c t 

s i gns t o i n f orm t h e d r i v e r s what t h e s p e c i f i c w e i g h t 

r e s t r i c t i o n s f o r t h a t r o a d w a y w o u l d be. 

I f a h a u l e r w a n t s , t h e n , t o u t i l i z e t h a t 

p o s t e d r o a d w a y , t h e y mus t a p p l y f o r a h e a v y h a u l i ng 

p e r m i t . To o b t a i n t h a t p e r m i t t h e y must t h e n e n t e r 

i n t o an e x c e s s m a i n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t . T h i s a g r e e m e n t 

t e s t i f i es t h a t any damage o c c u r r i ng on t h e r o a d mus t 

be r e p a i r e d i mmedi a t e l y by t h a t company and a l s o 

r e q u i r e s t h a t t h e company o b t a i n a b o n d . We t h e n 

c o n t i n u a l l y moni t o r c o n d i t i ons o f t h e r o a d w a y t o 

ens u r e t h a t t h e r e p a i r s a r e t i m e l y and p r o p e r l y 

c o m p l e t e d . 

Now t h e b o n d i s r e q u i r e d t o ens u r e t h a t 

i f a company d o e s c a u s e damage and d o e s n o t c o m p l e t e 

t h e p r o p e r r e p a i r s , PennDOT has t h e a b i l i t y t o u t i l i z e 

t h a t b o n d s e c u r i t y t o t h e n go o u t and make t h e r e p a i r s 

o u r s e l v e s . D e p e n d i n g on t h e t y p e o f h a u l i n g p e r m i t , 

b a s i c a l l y one o f t h r e e t y p e s o f b o n d p e r m i t s i s 

s e l e c t i v e . Type I p e r m i t a u t h o r i z e s t h e u s e o f a 

p a r t i c u l a r p o s t e d h i ghway, o r a p o r t i on o f a p o s t e d 

h i g h w a y , by an o v e r p o s t e d w e i g h t v e h i c l e . B a s i c a l l y 

t h a t means one t r u c k and one t r a v e l r o u t e f o r t h a t 

p e r m i t . 

The t y p e I I p e r m i t a u t h o r i z es t h e us e o f 



p a r t i c u l a r p o s t e d h i ghway o r p o r t i ons o f t h e h i ghway 

by any number o f o v e r p o s t e d w e i g h t v e h i c l es b e i ng 

d r i v e n t o o r f r o m a common d e s t i n a t i o n . I n o t h e r 

w o r d s , m u l t i p l e t r u c k s g e t p e r m i t t e d b u t t h e r e ' s o n l y 

one t r a v e l r o u t e . 

And f o r b o t h t y p e I and t y p e I I p e r m i t s 

t h e b o n d s e c u r i t y amount r i g h t now i s $ 6 , 0 0 0 a mi l e 

f o r u n p a v e d r o a d s , and $12,500 a m i l e f o r p a v e d r o u t e s 

and $50,000 a m i l e f o r r o a d s t h a t a r e g o i n g t o be 

m a i n t a i n e d a t a l o w e r c o n d i t i o n . 

And now, mos t b o n d e d p e r m i t s r e l a t e d t o 

M a r c e l l us S h a l e, e v e r y b o d y s h o u l d know, a r e b a s i c a l l y 

t h e t y p e I I p e r m i t s . T h e r e i s a t y p e I I I p e r m i t t h a t 

a u t h o r i z es t h e us e o f a number o f s p e c i f i ed p o s t e d 

h i ghways , o r p o r t i ons t h e r e o f , w i t h i n a s p e c i f i c 

c o u n t y by an o v e r p o s t e d w e i g h t v e h i c l e . T h a t w o u l d 

mean one t r u c k and mul t i p l e t r a v e l r o u t e s f o r t h o s e 

t y p e o f p e r m i t s . 

Bond s e c u r i t y f o r t h i s now i s $ 1 0 , 0 0 0 p e r 

t h e c o u n t y o r m u n i c i p a l i t y w i d e . As p a r t o f t h e 

e x c e s s mai n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t i n v o l v i ng p r o c e s s , an o n -

s i t e i ns p e c t i on i s c o m p l e t e d t o d ocument t h e e x i s t i ng 

c o n d i t i ons o f t h e r o a d w a y and an e x c e s s mai n t e n a n c e 

a g r e e m e n t ens u r e s t h a t t h e us e r c o m p l e t e s any 

mai n t e n a n c e i n e x c e s s o f t h e n o r m a l r o u t i ne 



m a i n t e n a n c e t h a t n e e d s t o be d o n e . I f t h e u s e r d o e s 

n o t c o m p l e t e t h e e x c e s s r o a d w o r k , t h e n f i r s t t h e i r 

h e a v y h a u l i ng p e r m i t w i l l be r e v o k e d , and t h e b o n d i ng 

o f t h e r o a d w a y t h e n p r o v i d e s two g e n e r a l b e n e f i t s . 

F i r s t i s an i n c e n t i v e t o t h e u s e r t o 

mai n t a i n t h e i r mai n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t b e c a u s e e v o k i ng 

a c c e s s t o t h e b o n d has an i m p a c t on t h e d r i l l e r ' s 

o p e r a t i ons , and t h e y w i l l now h a v e d i f f i c u l t y f i n d i ng 

an a g e n c y b o n d i n t h e f u t u r e . D i f f i c u l t y o f p a y i n g 

us e r b o n d i ng i s a s i g n i f i c a n t d e t e r r e n t t o t h e d r i l l e r 

b e c a u s e, i n f a c t , we w o u l d go b a c k and l ook a t o u r 

r e c o r d s , PennDOT r e c o r d s i n d i c a t e t h a t o n l y one b o n d 

has e v e r b e e n u t i l i z e d i n t h e p a s t . 

S e c o n d , i t i s a f i n a n c i a l s e c u r i t y t o t h e 

owner t h a t i f t h e us e r d o e s d e f a u l t on t h e mai n t e n a n c e 

a g r e e m e n t , t h e r e i s f u n d i n g t o r e p a i r t h e r o a d . I 

w i l l s ay t h a t h i s t o r i c a l l y, $ 1 2 , 5 0 0 a mi l e o f p a v e d 

r o a d w a y s was s u f f i c i e n t f o r t y p i c a l r e p a i r s o f t h e 

t y p e o f h e a v y h a u l i n g s e e n by t h e Commonwealth. 

How e v e r , w i t h t o d a y ' s h e a v y h a u l i n g s e e n w i t h i n t h e 

M a r c e l l us S h a l e i ndus t r y , t h i s s e c u r i t y i s r e a l l y now 

when we es t i mate t o c o v e r 1 0 t o 2 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e 

a c t u a l r e p a i r c o s t s t h a t w e're s e e i n g . 

To as s u r e t h a t a b o n d r e q u i r e m e n t i s 

s t i l l s e r v i ng a p u r p o s e o f b e i ng an i n c e n t i ve t o t h e 



us e r t o f u l f i l l t h e i r mai n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t and i s a 

f i n a n c i a l s e c u r i t y t o t h e owner, PennDOT i s now 

s t u d y i n g t h e a p p r o p r i a t e b o n d s e c u r i t y a m o u n t s . 

I n c r e a s i ng t h e b o n d i ng amount d o e s o f f e r i n c r e a s ed 

p r o t e c t i o n t o e n s u r e r o a d r e p a i r s a r e c o m p l e t e d . 

H o w e v e r , p l e a s e n o t e t h a t a b o n d i ng i n c r e a s e w i l l n o t 

o f f e r a d i r e c t b e n e f i t t o r e c o u p t h e c o s t s e x p e n d e d 

f o r t h e a d d i t i o n a l s t a f f and r e s o u r c e s t h a t PennDOT o r 

any o t h e r l o c a l s a r e i n c u r r i ng as a r e s u l t o f t h e 

M a r c e l l u s S h a l e i n d u s t r y a c t i v i t i e s . And a l s o 

i n c r e a s i ng t h e bo n d amount w i t h o u t a t i e r e d a p p r o a c h , 

. We n e e d t o u n d e r s t a n d t h i s , i f we d o n ' t do i t 

w i t h a t i e r e d a p p r o a c h t h i s w i l l i mpact a l l 

i n d u s t r i e s , n o t j u s t M a r c e l l u s S h a l e , and i t w i l l 

i n t r o d u c e i n c r e a s ed c o s t s w i t h a l l h e a v y h a u l e r s , 

i n c l u d i n g t h o s e o p e r a t i n g s m a l l b u s i n e s s e s . 

S o PennDOT w i l l c o n t i nue t o s t u d y t h e 

a p p r o p r i a t e meas u r e s t o p r o t e c t t h e r o a d s and b r i d g e s 

and e x a m i n e t h e ways t o r e c o v e r o u r c o s t s . And a t 

t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e , t h a n k s v e r y much, and I ' l l be 

ha p p y t o a n s w e r any q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank y o u , D e p u t y S e c r e t a r y . 

C h a i r m a n G e i s t ? 

MR. GEIST: 



Y e s , c a n we go b a c k t o t h e TE ( p h o n e t i c ) 

f o r a s e c o n d , p l e a s e? G e o r g e , one o f t h e t h i ngs 

t h a t ' s p o p p e d up w i t h a l o t o f o u r members i s t h e f a c t 

t h a t d e t o u r s and b r i d g e s u n d e r a w e i g h t l i mi t , and t h e 

l e n g t h o f t h o s e d e t o u r s , a c c e s s i b i l i t y , e x c e p t i ons f o r 

mi l k t r u c k s and t h i ngs l i ke t h a t i n r u r a l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . And I n o t e and i t was l i k e l y gone o v e r , 

b u t y o u h a v e how many b r i d g e s u n d e r w e i g h t ? Was i t 

t e n t o n s o r l es s ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

I t was 58. 

MR. GEIST: 

And what w i l l us u a l l y mi l k t r u c k s w e i gh 

i n a t ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

I b e l i e v e t h e y w o u l d be l e g a l l o a d s , 

8 0,000 p o u n d s . 

MR. GEIST: 

I know t h e r e ' s q u i t e a l o t o f c o n c e r n 

a b o u t t h a t . And how many b r i d g e s do y ou h a v e c l o s e d 

r i g h t now? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

I h a v e none c l o s e d , I b e l i e v e . T h a t ' s 

c o r r e c t , none c l o s e d a t t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e . 

MR. GEIST: 



Any c l os e? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

L e t me c o r r e c t t h a t . I h a d one c l o s e d up 

i n Wyoming C o u n t y , I a p o l o g i z e . B u t t h a t i s t h e o n l y 

one t h a t i s c l o s e d r i g h t now. P r o b a b l y t h e c l o s e s t 

one I h a v e t o t h a t w o u l d be one o v e r a t D e l aware 

R i v e r , w h i c h i s t h e g o i n g b r i d g e d i v i s i o n b r i d g e . 

T h a t ' s p o s t e d a t s e v e n t o n s r i g h t now. 

MR. GEIST: 

A l l r i g h t . Thank y o u v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e C a r r o l l . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . Thank y o u , 

G e o r g e , f o r y o u r t e s t i m o n y . I ' d l i k e t o h a v e G e o r g e 

t o t h e m i c r o p h o n e i f I c o u l d , Mr. D e p u t y S e c r e t a r y . 

F o r me, G e o r g e i s more i m p o r t a n t . I ' d f i r s t l i k e t o 

t h a n k G e o r g e and t h e e n t i r e PennDOT te a m . I ' v e b e e n 

t o a l l f o u r o f t h e f o u r m e e t i ngs p r i o r t o t h i s one, 

and I ' v e s a t and l i s t e n e d t o t h e t e s t i m o n y f r o m a l l 

c o r n e r s o f t h e s t a t e . F i n a l l y I g e t home and I g e t t o 

h e a r a b o u t my home r e g i o n . 

And my f i r s t o r d e r o f bus i nes s i s t o 

c o m p l ement G e o r g e and h i s t e a m and f o r t h e t o p o f t h e 

l i n e r e s p o n s e s I g e t . He's a l w a y s o u t s t a n d i n g and 



t h o r o u g h . Y o u ' r e e f f i c i e n t and I a p p r e c i a t e t h e f i n e 

work t h a t PennDOT d o e s h e r e i n 4-0 as w e l l , and 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e . 

I h a v e t e s t i f i ed a t o t h e r h e a r i ngs and 

a s k e d q u e s t i o n s a b o u t t h e c a p a c i t y , G e o r g e . And a l o t 

o f t h e t e s t i mony t h a t we r e c e i ve i s t a l k i ng a b o u t 

m a i n t e n a n c e and r e p a i r o f t h e e x i s t i n g n e t w o r k . And I 

b e l i eve t h a t we h a v e t h e n e e d f o r c a p a c i t y i n a f ew 

a r e a s o f t h e s t a t e , and I t h i nk 4 -0 i s one o f t h e 

r e g i o n s . And I ' d l i k e t o g e t y o u r t h o u g h t s on t h e 

n e e d f o r a l i t t l e b i t o f c a p a c i t y d i v i s i on ( p h o n e t i c) , 

b e y o n d j u s t m a i n t e n a n c e and e x i s t i n g n e t w o r k . Do y ou 

b e l i e v e , l i ke I do, t h a t we h a v e t h e c a p a c i t y n e e d ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

We h a v e a f ew a r e a s t h a t we h a v e a 

c a p a c i t y n e e d , I w o u l d s a y , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . We a r e 

l o o k i ng a t t h e a i r p o r t a c c e s s r o a d , t h e B e d f o r d 

( p h o n e t i c ) r o a d , as w e l l as t h e S o u t h V a l l e y p a r k w a y . 

We h a v e r e a l l y, b e c a u s e o f t h e f u n d i ng s i t u a t i on, h a v e 

t o p u t a maj o r i t y o f o u r f u n d i ng t o w a r d s as s e t 

management, o r p r e s e r v a t i o n , so a t t h i s t i m e we're 

m o v i ng o u r c a p a c i t y a d d i ng p o r t i on o f o u r f u n d i ng t o 

a b o u t t e n p e r c e n t , w h i c h f o r my d i s t r i c t r e p r e s e n t s 

a b o u t $24 m i l l i o n o v e r a f o u r - y e a r p e r i o d . 

MR. CARROLL: 



Whi c h r e a l l y i s n o t much? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

T h a t ' s n o t e n o u g h f u n d i n g . 

MR. CARROLL: 

A t t h e end o f t h e day we're g o i n g t o h a v e 

a s e r i ous d i s c u s s i on a b o u t t r a n s p o r t a t i on, we h a v e t o 

t a l k a b o u t t h e c a p a c i t y a d d i t i o n , as w e l l . S e c o n d l y 

I ' d l i k e t o t a l k a b o u t t i m i n g . A l o t o f t h e f o l k s 

b e l i e v e t h a t we c a n w a i t . T h a t we c a n w a i t a y e a r , 

t h a t we c a n w a i t s i x months , t h a t we c a n w a i t e i g h t 

m onths t o s o l v e t h i s economy p r o b l e m . Do y ou s h a r e 

t h a t s ame v i ew t h a t we c a n w a i t ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

No, I do n o t . The A c t 44 was a m a j o r 

s h o t i n t h e arm f o r u s . T h a t r e a l l y h e l p e d us t u r n 

o u r b r i d g e p r o g r a m a r o u n d . And w i t h o u t r e c e i v i n g t h e 

f u l l f u n d i ng as we mi g h t h a v e t a l k e d a b o u t i s a 

s i g n i f i c a n t i m p a c t , as w e l l as when we've t a k e n a 

b i g g e r a n a l y s i s o f o u r a s s i s t a n c e s y s t e m . We a c t u a l l y 

n e e d a d d i t i o n a l h o u r s t o r u n t h a t , as I t a l k e d a b o u t . 

So no, I do n o t b e l i e v e we c a n w a i t . 

MR. CARROLL: 

And I s h a r e t h a t same v i e w . I r e a l l y do 

b e l i eve t h a t t h e n e e d i s t h e r e and we a c t u a l l y h a v e t o 

f i n d a way t o s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m . And I ' l l a s k y ou t o 



j u s t comment. You h a d one s l i d e y o u t a l k e d a b o u t , t h e 

44 u n f u n d e d p r o j e c t s . Can you h i g h l i g h t most o f 

t h e p e o p l e i n t h i s room t h a t a r e f rom n o r t h e a s t 

P e n n s y l v a n i a w i l l be f ami l i a r w i t h a t l e a s t t h o s e 

r e g i o n s , and t e l l me a b o u t t h e p r o j e c t s . I d o n ' t want 

you t o name a l l 4 4 , b u t c a n you m e n t i on a f ew o f t h o s e 

u n f u n d e d p r o j e c t s t h a t y o u a r e n o t g o i ng t o be a b l e t o 

do b e c a u s e o f t h e gap i n f u n d i ng? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

I c e r t a i n l y c a n . I h a v e a w h o l e l i s t o f 

them h e r e i f a n y b o d y w o u l d l i k e t o l o o k a t them. B u t 

i t ' s 44 p r o j e c t s i n t o t a l , $218 m i l l i o n , l i k e I h a d 

m e n t i o n e d . A c o u p l e o f t h e c r i t i c a l o n es w o u l d be US 

11 b r i d g e o v e r R o u t e 6, we h a v e a number o f 

r e s u r f a c i n g s , we h a v e q u i t e a few b r i d g e s on h e r e . I 

d o n ' t h a v e t h e e x a c t number, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , b u t I 

w o u l d s a y m o s t l y we're l o o k i n g a t b r i d g e s t h a t we n e e d 

t o t a k e c a r e o f , as w e l l as i n t e r s t a t e p r o j e c t s . Do 

you h a v e any i n p a r t i c u l a r y o u ' d l i k e t o a s k me t h a t 

a r e on t h i s l i s t o r --- ? 

MR. CARROLL: 

No. B u t t h e p o i n t i s we h a v e v a r i o u s 

s p e c i f i c p r o j e c t s i n o u r r e g i on t h a t a r e n o t g o i ng t o 

g e t f u n d i ng b e c a u s e o f t h e gap i n f u n d i ng, and i t 

h i g h l i g h t s t h e n e e d t o be a b l e t o s o l ve t h o s e 



p r o b l e m s . I ' l l end by t h a n k i n g y o u a g a i n , and m a k i n g 

s u r e t h a t y o u know t h a t y o u h a v e my commi t m e n t t o f i nd 

a way t o s o l ve t h i s p r o b l em, b e c a u s e I know t h e n e e d 

i s t h e r e . I know t h a t I c a n ' t be any d i f f e r e n t t h a n 

mos t o f t h e l e g i s l a t o r s i n t h e 4 -0 t h a t h a v e y o u r 

phone number memori z e d , and b e c a u s e we h a v e p r o j e c t s 

t h a t we h a v e a n e e d f o r , p e o p l e c a l l us , p e o p l e h a v e 

p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e r n s w i t h r o a d s and b r i d g e s , and we 

h a v e t o f i nd a way t o s o l ve t h a t p r o b l em b e c a u s e we 

j us t r e l y on t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i on n e t w o r k f o r e v e r y 

f a c e t o f o u r d a i l y l i v e s , and w i t h o u t t h a t 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on n e t w o r k , we w o u l d be us e l es s , s o t h a n k 

y o u . 

MR. ROBERTS: 

Y o u ' r e w e l c o m e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Commerce S e c r e t a r y Sandy M a j o r . 

MS. MAJOR: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . I'm t h e c a u c u s 

c h a i r m a n o f t h e R e p u b l i c a n c a u c u s . And t o t h e 

o f f i c i a l s o f PennDOT, o f f i c i a l s t h a t a r e h e r e t o d a y , 

I'm h e r e t o t h a n k y o u f o r y o u r comments, I s i n c e r e l y 

a p p r e c i a t e i t . As t h e C h a i r m a n n o t e d , I am f r o m t h e 

n o r t h e r n r e g i on o f S us q u e h a n n a , and I am f rom Wayne 

C o u n t y , where t h e M a r c e l l us S h a l e d e v e l opment i s 



m o v i n g v e r y q u i c k l y . And t h e p o s t i n g and t h e b o n d i n g 

o f t h e r o a d s i s i n d e e d a c o n c e r n t o me. C e r t a i n l y I 

r e c o g n i z e t h e s i g n i f i c a n t t r u c k t r a f f i c t h a t we a r e 

i n c u r r i ng b e c a u s e o f t h e M a r c e l l us S h a l e, do r e c o g n i z e 

what t h e h e a v y t r u c k s a r e d o i n g t o o u r l o c a l h i g h w a y s . 

B u t I a l s o h a v e a c o n c e r n b e c a u s e we h a v e a l o t o f 

l o c a l - - - w e h a v e a l o t o f l o c a l b u s i n e s s e s , s ma l l 

bus i nes s who e x i s t e d i n my r e g i on and my c o u n t i es f o r 

many, many y e a r s . They a r e i n d e e d t h e b u s i n e s s p e o p l e 

who h a v e b e e n t h e r e f o r , l i ke I s a i d, many y e a r s , and 

want s ome t o be t h e r e a f t e r t h e M a r c e l l us S h a l e h a s 

l o n g l e f t o u r r e g i o n . 

And i n d e e d t h e pos t i ng and t h e b o n d i ng i s 

d i r e c t l y i m p a c t i ng them and w h i l e y o u b e l i eve t h e i r 

t r u c k s , t h e y s h o u l d be mi n d f u l , t o o , o f t h e w e i g h t 

t h a t t h e i r t r u c k s a r e h a u l i ng and c e r t a i n l y deemed 

w i t h i n t h e l e g a l l i m i t s , I'm w o n d e r i n g what p r o v i s i o n s 

a r e g o i ng t o be made, b e c a u s e i n d e e d , as we h a v e any 

number o f bus i nes s es t h a t e x i s t , t h e y a r e r e l y i ng on 

c e r t a i n d e l i v e r i e s t o t h o s e b u s i n e s s e s . And I'm j u s t 

w o n d e r i n g how t h e D e p a r t m e n t what t h e D e p a r t m e n t ' s 

g o i ng t o p u t i n p l a c e t o r e c o g n i z e t h o s e l o c a l 

d e l i v e r i es , and how pos t i ng and b o n d i ng and es p e c i a l l y 

t h e f o u r d i g i t r o a d s , w h i c h we i d e n t i f y and r e f e r t o 

as s e c o n d a r y r o a d s , how t h a t i s g o i ng t o i mpact t h o s e 



o f t h e s m a l l b u s i n e s s o w n e r s ' i n c o m e i n r u r a l 

c o u n t i e s . 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

S u r e . The c u r r e n t v e r s i o n o f t h e 

p e r m i t t i ng r e q u i r e m e n t s and p o s t i ng r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r 

t h e r o a d w a y s d o e s a l l ow e x c e p t i ons f o r l o c a l 

d e l i v e r i e s . So what w o u l d h a p p e n i s t h a t o n c e i n t h e 

c o u n t i e s t h a t y o u ' r e t a l k i n g a b o u t f o r D i s t r i c t 4, 

G e o r g e w o u l d t h e n l ook a t t h e l o c a l s t h a t w o u l d come 

i n t o t h e d i s t r i c t o f f i ce and t h e y w o u l d e v a l u a t e , i s 

t h i s t r u l y a l o c a l b u s i n e s s and a l o c a l d e l i v e r y . I f 

t h a t ' s t h e c a s e , G e o r g e and s t a f f w o u l d t h e n be a b l e 

t o i s s ue an e x c e p t i on, o r b a s i c a l l y a p e r m i t , t o a l l ow 

t h a t company t o t r a v e l on t h a t r o a d and t o g e t an 

e x c e p t i o n t o t h e p e r m i t o r t h e p o s t i n g t h a t ' s i n 

p l a c e . 

So t h a t d o e s e x i s t . T h a t i s g o i n g on i n 

t h e o t h e r d i s t r i c t s r i g h t now. I d o n ' t t h i n k G e o r g e 

r e a l l y h a d a p o s t e d r o u t e f o r t h e d i s t r i c t b e f o r e , s o 

i t ' s s o r t o f new t o t h e D i s t r i c t 4 a r e a . B u t g o i n g 

f o r w a r d , when he d o e s h a v e h i s r o a d p o s t e d t o p r o t e c t 

them, he w i l l be a b l e t o i s s ue e x c e p t i ons t o t h e l o c a l 

c o m p a n i e s and t h e l o c a l b u s i n e s s m a n . 

MS. MAJOR: 

Okay. And so we do know t h o s e l o c a l 



c o m p a n i es , i f t h e y , i n f a c t , own t r u c k s as l o c a l 

b u s i n e s s e s t h a t d o n ' t c u r r e n t l y own t r u c k s a r e p a y i n g 

r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e s i z e o f t h e 

t r u c k s , t h e number o f a x l es , t h a t t y p e o f t h i n g, s o 

w o u l d t h e r e be a c o s t t o t h e s e numbers w i t h r e g a r d s t o 

t h e s e p e r m i t f e e s ? I s t h i s g o i n g t o be an a d d i t i o n a l 

c o s t o r f e e t h a t t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o h a v e t o i n c u r i n 

a d d i t i o n t o t h e c o s t t h e y ' r e a l r e a d y p a y i n g t o t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t t o r u n on r o a d s ? 

U N I D E N T I F I E D SPEAKER: 

I'm n o t s u r e . 

MR. ROBERTS: 

T h a t ' s one o f t h e c o n u n d r u m s we h a v e now, 

how w e're g o i n g t o f i g u r e a l l t h a t o u t . You know, i f 

i t ' s a b u s i n e s s and i t ' s p r o b a b l y t h e y ' r e g o i n g 

b a c k and f o r t h f rom t h e i r bus i nes s , i t s h o u l d n o t be 

any a d d i t i o n a l c o s t . T h a t ' s t h e way i t i s now. G o i n g 

f o r w a r d w e're g o i n g t o h a v e t o t a k e a l o o k a t t h a t , 

and we a r e c u r r e n t . And we p r o b a b l y won't h a v e t h e 

ans wer t o t h a t e x a c t q ues t i on f o r p r o b a b l y one o r two 

y e a r s . 

MS. MAJOR: 

Okay. And I w o u l d c e r t a i n l y r e s p e c t f u l l y 

as k you t o be mi n d f u l t h a t i f you do s t u d y t h a t , t o be 

mi n d f u l o f t h e f a c t t h a t o n c e a g a i n t h e s e a r e t h e 



b u s i n e s s e s , t h e y ' r e l o c a l b u s i n e s s e s , t h e y ' r e l o c a l 

e m p l o y e r s and t h e you know, we do w i t h t h e 

D e l aware C o u n t y , we a r e h a v i ng s ome h a r d s h i ps , 

es p e c i a l l y i n t h o s e r u r a l a r e a s , d e s p i t e t h e M a r c e l l us 

S h a l e , b u t I ' d j u s t a s k you t o be m i n d f u l c e r t a i n l y o f 

any f e e s t h a t t h e D e p a r t m e n t mi g h t a p p l y t o be mi n d f u l 

o f t h i s . T h e s e a r e o u r j o b s and o u r l o c a l economy. 

One o t h e r q u e s t i o n , t o o , Mr. C h a i r m a n , i f 

I m i g h t ? I'm c o n c e r n e d a g a i n a b o u t t h e p o s t i n g and 

b o n d i n g o f t h e r o a d s . And i n d e e d , what i s t h e c o s t t o 

t h e D e p a r t m e n t ? We h a v e t o p u r c h a s e s i gns , t h a t means 

a r e t h e r e s e t t i ngs t h a t h a v e t o be done t o t h e r o a d s 

p r i o r t o y o u r p o s t i ng and b o n d i ng them, o r what w o u l d 

be t h e c o s t on t h o s e ? I was j u s t g o i n g t o a s k t h a t . 

A r e t h e r e p e o p l e t h a t a r e h i r e d , e n g i n e e r i ng f i rms , 

a r e you h i r i n g o u t s i d e f i r m s o r i n - h o u s e ? Or w h a t ' s 

t h e D e p a r t m e n t i n t e n d i ng t o do w i t h r e g a r d t o a c t u a l 

c o s t s o f p o s t i ng and b o n d i ng? 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

I w o u l d s a y y o u ' r e a b s o l u t e l y c o r r e c t on 

a l l o f t h e a b o v e , b u t I w o u l d s a y t h a t what we're 

d o i ng r i g h t now i s b e c a u s e o f t h e o r d e r o r m a g n i t u d e 

o f t h e a c t u a l work t h a t ' s c o m i n g i n , y o u ' r e e x a c t l y 

r i g h t , t h e r e ' s c o s t s o f s i g n s , t h e r e ' s c o s t s o f t h e 

w o r k , t h e r e a r e f o r b r i n g i ng i n e x t r a p e o p l e t o do 



t h i s , and we h a v e t o pay t h e s a l a r i es o f t h o s e e x t r a 

p e o p l e . T h a t a l l comes f r o m t h e D e p a r t m e n t ' s b u d g e t . 

What we're d o i n g i s we h a v e a s y s t e m s e t 

up t o t r a c k e v e r y s i n g l e d o l l a r t h a t w e're s p e n d i n g i n 

t h o s e a r e a s . And we're h o l d i n g t h a t i n a s p e c i a l 

r e p o r t , and we're k e e p i n g t a b s o f t h a t . And what 

w e ' l l t r y t o do i s as we p r o p o s e any t y p e o f f e e s , o r 

p e r m i t f e e s , o r a n y t h i ng a l ong t h o s e l i n es t o be 

e n a c t e d , what we want t o make s u r e i s i s t h a t t h o s e 

f e e s a c t u a l l y c o v e r t h e c o s t s t h a t w e're i n c u r r i n g 

r i g h t now. 

So r i g h t now we d o n ' t h a v e t h e a b i l i t y t o 

c o v e r t h o s e c o s t s , b u t we're t r a c k i n g them v e r y 

r e l i g i o u s l y r i g h t now. B e c a u s e o u r i n t e n t i s t o 

w h a t e v e r we do i s t o p u t i n p l a c e a f ee s t r u c t u r e t h a t 

w o u l d , i n f a c t , r e c o v e r a l l o f t h o s e c o s t s . 

MS. MAJOR: 

Thank you v e r y much. Thank you f o r y o u r 

a n s w e r . Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u . The C h a i r w o u l d f i r s t 

l i ke t o r e c o g n i z e D e m o c r a t i c P o l i cy C h a i rman M i ke 

S t u r l a f rom L a n c a s t e r C o u n t y , who has a r r i v e d , as w e l l 

as R e p r e s e n t a t i ve P h y l l i s Mundy f rom Luz e r n e C o u n t y 

who has a r r i v e d . And a l s o I ' d l i k e t o r e c o g n i z e now, 



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e K e v i n M urphy f o r q u e s t i o n s . 

MR. MURPHY: 

Mr. D e p u t y S e c r e t a r y , t h e q u e s t i o n s I 

h a v e a r e w i t h r e g a r d s t o t h e i m p a c t s o f M a r c e l l us 

S h a l e on o u r r o a d s and b r i d g e s , and t h e gas as w e l l . 

D r i l l i ng, as you i n d i c a t e d i n y o u r t e s t i mony, r e q u i r e s 

t r a n s p o r t i ng s i g n i f i c a n t l y o v e r w e i g h t and o v e r s i z ed 

e q u i pment and m a t e r i a l s , i n c l u d i ng h u n d r e d s o f w a t e r 

t a n k s , t r u c k s and a l s o s t o n e . 

I w a n t e d t o commend you f o r y o u r 

commi t m e n t on b e h a l f o f PennDOT t o ens u r e t h a t t h e gas 

c o m p a n i es t h a t a r e d o i ng bus i nes s h e r e i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a, i n e x t r a c t i ng t h e i r n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , 

a r e a l s o h e l d a c c o u n t a b l e f o r t h e damages t h a t a r e 

i n c u r r e d t o o u r r o a d s and b r i d g e s . And w i t h r e g a r d s 

t o t h e b o n d i ng and t h e amounts t h a t t h e s e gas 

c o m p a n i es h a v e t o as p a r t o f t h e i r mai n t e n a n c e 

a g r e e m e n t , I want t o make s u r e t h a t i t ' s c l e a r t o 

e v e r y o n e i n t h e room t h a t was w a t c h i ng t h a t t h e s e 

b o n d s a r e a s i g n i f i c a n t amount t o c o v e r t h e c o s t o f 

some o f t h e damages t h a t a r e i n c u r r e d . So I ' v e h a d 

t o , w i t h t r a c t t h a t y o u ' r e l o o k i n g i n t o t r y i n g t o 

i n c r e a s e them, t o f i nd a p r o p e r amount, t o make s u r e 

t h a t t h e y ' r e a c c o u n t a b l e t o t h e p o i n t where t h e y h a v e 

a f i n a n c i a l i n t e r e s t i n ens u r i ng t h a t t h e y mai n t a i n 



t h e i n t e g r i t i e s o f t h e r o a d s . 

B u t w i t h t h e s e mai n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t s , 

c o u l d y o u e x p l a i n mai n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t s and how t h e y 

work f o r us ? 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

Y e s . A m a i n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t , o n c e y o u 

a p p l y f o r y o u r p e r m i t t o t r a v e l on a pos t e d r o a d , 

b e f o r e y o u c a n a c t u a l l y do t h a t y o u h a v e t o e n t e r i n t o 

an a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e D e p a r t m e n t . And b a s i c a l l y we go 

o u t and l ook a t t h e c u r r e n t c o n d i t i on o f t h e r o a d , and 

we b a s i c a l l y s a y t h a t ' s t h e c u r r e n t c o n d i t i o n . I f y ou 

damage i t b e y o n d t h a t c u r r e n t c o n d i t i on, y o u w i l l be 

n o t i f i e d t o go o u t and do i m m e d i a t e r e p a i r s . And t h e n 

t h e y ' r e n o t i f i e d and t h e y h a v e t o go o u t and make 

t h o s e i m m e d i a t e r e p a i r s . 

And r i g h t now t h e r e i s s ome damage t h a t 

d i d o c c u r o v e r t h e w i n t e r . The p r o b l e m was t h a t t h e r e 

were no as p h a l t p l a n t s o p e n , s o s ome damage --- t h e 

damage t h a t was i n c u r r e d o v e r t h e w i n t e r , t h e y ' r e i n 

t h e p r o c e s s o f f i x i n g r i g h t now. And t h e y ' r e o u t 

t h e r e d o i ng t h a t and g e t t i ng c a u g h t up w i t h a l l t h a t 

damage t h a t was i n c u r r e d o v e r t h e w i n t e r i n v a r i ous 

p o s t e d r o a d s . 

MR. MURPHY: 

Now, what a r e t h e p e n a l t i es f o r a 



M a r c e l l u s S h a l e gas company t h a t d o e s n ' t a d d r e s s t h e 

i s s ues o f r o a d damage i n a t i m e l y manner? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

The f i r s t s t e p i s , and we h a v e done t h i s 

b e f o r e , a p e r m i t , and we've done them h e r e , y o u c a n n o t 

t r a v e l on r o a d s anymore w i t h any o f t h e o v e r - l o a d e d 

v e h i c l e s any o f t h e o v e r w e i g h t v e h i c l e s . And t h e 

s e c o n d s t e p , i f t h e y d o n ' t do i t , i s we go b a c k and 

a t t a c h t h e bo n d and t a k e t h e bo n d s e c u r i t y , and we 

w o u l d go i n and f i x t h e r o a d o u r s e l v e s . 

MR. MURPHY: 

B u t w o u l d t h e amounts o f t h e b u y e r , t h e y 

a l s o w o u l d be s i g n i f i c a n t e n o u g h t o c o v e r t h e c o s t o f 

t h e mai n t e n a n c e r e q u i r e d t o r e p a i r a r o a d i f i t s t a r t s 

t o b e g i n . 

MR. ROBERTS: 

T h a t ' s c o r r e c t . T h a t ' s one o f t h e t h i n g s 

I'm l o o k i n g a t r i g h t now i s t h e f a c t t h a t i t w o u l d n ' t 

be e n o u g h . I w i l l s a y , you know, I d o n ' t want i t t o 

s o u n d l i k e t h e c o m p a n i e s a r e n ' t w i l l i n g t o s t e p up. 

So f a r a l l we've t a l k e d t o t h e c o m p a n i e s , and i n 

some c a s e s t h e r e ' v e b e e n a c o u p l e o c c a s i o n s where i t 

h a s n ' t b e e n as t i m e l y as i t s h o u l d h a v e b e e n . 

H o w e v e r , i n s ome c a s es we d i d p u l l p e r m i t s t o make 

s u r e t h e work g o t d o n e . B u t I w i l l s a y by and l a r g e , 



t h e y ' r e v e r y r e c e p t i v e i n w o r k i n g w i t h t h e D e p a r t m e n t 

and m a k i n g s u r e t h a t t h e r e p a i r s a r e b e i n g d o n e . I t ' s 

j us t t h a t r i g h t a t t h i s p o i n t i n t i me s ome --- o v e r 

t h e w i n t e r some g o t b e h i n d , and t h e y ' r e now c a t c h i n g 

up t o g e t --- make s u r e t h o s e r e p a i r s a r e done r i g h t 

now. 

MR. MURPHY: 

You a l s o m e n t i o n e d , Mr. D e p u t y S e c r e t a r y , 

t h a t t h e r e a r e o t h e r f a c t o r s , p e r s o n n e l i s s ues , o t h e r 

c o s t s i n a d d i t i o n t o j u s t t h e c o s t o f r e p a i r i n g t h e 

r o a d s and b r i d g e s . W o u l d y o u e l a b o r a t e on some o f 

t h o s e a d d i t i o n a l c o s t s t h a t w o u l d be as s o c i a t e d w i t h 

t h e M a r c e l l us S h a l e? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

R i g h t . The f i r s t f a c t o r w e 're g o i n g 

t h r o u g h r i g h t now i s t h a t M a r c e l l us S h a l e c o m i ng i n t o 

h i s c o u n t i e s i n D i s t r i c t 4, he has t o f i r s t go o u t and 

do e n g i n e e r i ng s t u d i es and do i ns p e c t i on o f t h e r o a d s 

t o a c t u a l l y a n a l yz e t h e r o a d s t o w h e t h e r i t s h o u l d be 

p o s t e d . T h a t t a k e s a g r e a t d e a l o f e f f o r t . Then o n c e 

he d o e s t h a t , and on c e t h a t ' s a l l done and t h e r o a d 

g e t s p o s t e d , he s t i l l h a s t o c o n t i n u a l l y go o u t and 

i ns p e c t t h e r o a d s t o d e t e r m i ne i f any damage i s b e i ng 

c a u s ed s o he c a n n o t i f y t h e c o m p a n i es and l e t them 

know damage i s b e i n g d o n e . 



T hen e v e n b e y o nd t h a t , o nc e t he c o mpany 

comes i n and s a y s I'm g o i n g t o r e p a i r i t , t h a t I ' l l be 

o u t t o m o r r o w t o r e p a i r i t , y o u a c t u a l l y h a v e t o h a v e 

p e o p l e o u t t o i n s p e c t t h a t work as w e l l . So i t ' s 

l i t e r a l l y j u s t a c o n s t a n t i n s p e c t i o n p r o c e s s . I mean, 

you c a n s e e , i f we're up i n t h e number o f m i l e s o f 

r o a d t h a t a r e i n t h a t s i t u a t i on by t h o u s ands we 

l i t e r a l l y h a v e t o h a v e p e o p l e g o i ng o v e r t h o s e 

t h o u s ands o f mi l es o f r o a d l i t e r a l l y e v e r y week a r o u n d 

a l l t h o s e d i s t r i c t s t o k e e p t r a c k o f i t . So i t ' s a 

l o t o f manpower t h a t we h a v e t o r e d i r e c t and t a k e c a r e 

o f t h a t . 

And l i ke I s a i d, we a r e t r a c k i ng a l l o f 

t h e s e c o s t s and a l l t h e --- i n c l u d i ng t h e p e r s o n n e l 

c o s t s , b e c a u s e o u r i n t e n t i s t o r e c o v e r t h o s e c o s t s . 

And I w o u l d a l s o s a y t h a t we've i n d i c a t e d t h a t t o t h e 

M a r c e l l u s S h a l e C o a l i t i o n , and t h e y d o n ' t s e e any 

p r o b l e m w i t h d o i n g t h a t . T h e y ' r e on b o a r d w i t h t h a t 

a s p e c t o f i t . I t ' s j u s t we h a v e t o do i t i n an 

a p p r o p r i a t e way and make s u r e t h a t i t ' s an a p p r o p r i a t e 

s t r u c t u r e t o d e t e r m i n e c o s t . 

MR. MURPHY: 

Do you h a v e any i d e a a b o u t t h e a d d i t i o n a l 

p e r s o n n e l t h a t may be r e q u i r e d t o f u l f i l l t h e 

i ns p e c t i ons and o v e r s i g h t ? 



MR. C H R I S T I E : 

W e l l , t h e a n s w e r w o u l d be y e s . H o w e v e r , 

t h e p r o b l e m t h a t w e're l o o k i n g a t i s t h a t r i g h t now 

w e 're d e a l i n g w i t h a l e v e l o f w e l l s you know, one 

o f t h e t h i n g s w e're d o i n g i s w e're t r a c k i n g t h e amount 

o f work t h a t ' s b e i n g done and we do h a v e a number o f 

manpower t o man h o u r s we're u s i n g t o do t h a t . The 

p r o b l e m i s g o i n g f o r w a r d . We u n d e r s t a n d t h a t n e x t 

y e a r t h e r e m i g h t be a f a c t o r o f t h r e e , f o u r - f o l d 

i n c r e a s e i n t h e amount o f a c t i v i t y . 

S o f o r me t o s ay what i t i s r i g h t now 

mi g h t n o t be r e a l i s t i c, o r mi g h t be a l i t t l e 

m i s l e a d i n g . We're a c t u a l l y t r y i n g t o g e t t h e number 

t o d a t e and a l s o what we're p r o j e c t e d w e're g o i n g t o 

n e e d t o s p e n d g o i n g f o r w a r d . 

MR. MURPHY: 

V e r y g o o d . And t h e r e ' s a n o t h e r p o r t i o n 

o f y o u r t e s t i mony t h a t c a u g h t my e y e , and o n c e a g a i n, 

do you i n t e n d t o r e c o v e r t h e c o s t s as s o c i a t e d w i t h 

n e e d e d u p g r a d e s and y o u ' r e d o i n g a c o s t r e c o v e r y 

a n a l y s i s s t u d y , c u r r e n t l y . Do you h a v e any i d e a when 

t h a t a n a l y s i s , t h a t s t u d y , w i l l be d o n e ? 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

We h a v e a c t u a l l y a s c h e d u l e f o r t h a t . 

I t ' s p r o j e c t e d t o be done t h i s summer. I w o u l d s a y a t 



t h e end o f J u l y , b e g i n n i n g o f A u g u s t i s when we s e e 

t h e e n t i r e a n a l ys i s b e i ng d o n e , what I c a l l , w i t h s ome 

l e v e l o f a c c u r a c y . We're g e t t i n g a l l t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 

i n f rom t h e D i s t r i c t o f f i c e s r i g h t now, and l i ke I 

s a i d, D i s t r i c t 4 i s s t a r t i ng o u t v e r y a g g r e s s i v e l y 

r i g h t now, so we're t r y i n g t o y o u know, we're i n a 

d i f f e r e n t p o i n t i n t i m e f o r a l o t o f d i s t r i c t s . The 

s o u t h w e s t e r n p a r t o f t h e s t a t e h a s a l o t o f pos t e d 

r o a d s a l r e a d y , and so t h e y d o n ' t h a v e t o go o u t and do 

a h i g h l e v e l o f e n g i n e e r i n g a n a l y s i s . 

D i s t r i c t 3, t h e W i l l i a m s p o r t and S c r a n t o n 

a r e a s , t h e y a c t u a l l y h a v e r e a l l y j us t g o t t e n more 

a g g r e s s i v e w i t h p o s t i n g t h e i r r o a d s . So t h o s e c o s t s 

a r e now c o m i n g i n . So we've g o t t o t a k e a l l o f t h o s e 

a r e a s , add them up and do an e v a l u a t i o n . So t h a t ' s 

t h e r e a s o n why we're p r o j e c t i n g somewhere i n J u l y and 

A u g u s t t o h a v e i t d o n e . 

MR. MURPHY: 

Thank y o u , D e p u t y S e c r e t a r y . And I w o u l d 

j us t l i ke t o add a comment t h a t I t h i nk t h a t y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y e m p h a s i z e s t h e n e e d f o r a s e v e r a n c e t a x on 

t h e M a r c e l l us S h a l e e x t r a c t i on b e c a u s e t h e r e a r e 

o b v i ous c o s t s as s o c i a t e d w i t h d e t e r i o r a t i ng t h e r o a d s , 

b r i d g e s , t h e r e a r e o t h e r e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n c e r n s as 

w e l l . And I j u s t t h i n k y o u r t e s t i m o n y e m p h a s i z e s t h e 



f a c t t h a t we h a v e t o i mpos e a s e v e r a n c e t a x on 

M a r c e l l u s S h a l e . 

MR. ROBERTS: 

Y e a h , I m i g h t add one t h i n g . A l l o f o u r 

c o s t s w i l l n o t h a v e i n c l u d e d i n t h e r e t h e c o s t s o f t h e 

l o c a l s d o i n g t h e same l e v e l w o r k . So my e s t i m a t e s 

f o r , maybe you c a n e x t r a p o l a t e them t o l o c a l r o a d s , 

b u t t h e y won't h a v e i n c l u d e d t h e l e v e l o f l o c a l s t h a t 

w i l l h a v e t o go t h r o u g h as w e l l . 

MR. MURPHY: 

Thank y o u v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e y o u ' r e w e l c o m e . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S t a b a c k and P a s h i n s k i and M i k e S t u r l a . 

MR. STABACK: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . F i r s t o f f , I 

want t o t h a n k t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i on C h a i rman f o r i n v i t i ng 

me and a l l o w i n g me t o be a p a r t o f i t , s i n c e I'm n o t a 

member o f t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i on Commi t t e e , t o be a p a r t 

o f t o d a y ' s a c t i v i t i e s . G e o r g e , my q u e s t i o n s a r e g o i n g 

t o be d i r e c t e d t o y o u . I n y o u r t e s t i m o n y y o u a l l u d e d 

t o t h e f a c t t h a t y o u h a d some 474 b r i d g e s t h a t were i n 

p o o r c o n d i t i on i n D i s t r i c t 4 , i s t h a t a r i g h t number? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

T h a t ' s c o r r e c t , 474 s t r u c t u r a l l y 



d e f i c i e n t . 

MR. STABACK: 

Okay. Of t h e 474, what p o r t i o n o f t h o s e 

a c t u a l l y n e e d t o be r e p l a c e d v e r s us t h o s e t h a t n e e d t o 

do t h e r e p a i r ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

T h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g I d o n ' t h a v e r i g h t h e r e 

i n my h a n d s . I w o u l d h a v e t o g e t t h a t t o y o u , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

MR. STABACK: 

Okay, o k a y . So t h e n e x t q u e s t i o n w o u l d 

be a c a d e m i c t h e n . T h e r e ' s no way you c o u l d e s t i m a t e a 

co s t f o r me? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

T h a t ' s c o r r e c t . 

MR. STABACK: 

A l l r i g h t . Now, when you were d i s c u s s i n g 

t h e number o f h i ghway mi l es and t h o s e mi l es t h a t 

n e e d e d t o be r e p a v e d , t h o s e h i ghway mi l es t h a t n e e d 

r e p a i r e d , y o u were g o i ng q u i c k e r t h a n I c o u l d k e e p up 

w i t h y o u . C o u l d y o u t e l l me f o r c l a r i f i c a t i o n 

p u r p o s es , how many mi l es a r e t h e r e r i g h t now t h a t n e e d 

t o be a d d r e s s ed? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

We h a v e 706 p o o r s i t e h i g h w a y m i l e s i n 



t h e D i s t r i c t , 706 m i l e s . 

MR. STABACK: 

T h a t n e e d t o be a d d r e s s ed? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

T h a t a r e i n t h e p o o r c a t e g o r y . We p u t 

them i n t o c a t e g o r i es o f e x c e l l e n t , g o o d , f a i r , p o o r , 

and t h e s e w o u l d be o u t o f t h e 3,933 m i l e s t h a t we h a v e 

i n o u r d i s t r i c t , 7 0 6 o f them a r e i n t h e p o o r c a t e g o r y , 

t h e l o w e s t c a t e g o r y . 

MR. STABACK: 

Okay. T h a t ' s t h e l o w e s t c a t e g o r y , t h a t 

means t h e y n e e d t o be r e p a i r e d ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

T h a t ' s c o r r e c t . 

MR. STABACK: 

Do you h a v e an e s t i m a t e d c o s t o f t h e 

r e p a i r s t h a t n e e d t o be made? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

I do n o t h a v e t h a t r i g h t h e r e a t my h a n d s 

b u t I c a n c e r t a i n l y g e t t h a t f o r y o u . 

MR. STABACK: 

Okay. F i n a l q u e s t i o n , w i t h t h e 

r e p l a c ement o f t h e b r i d g e s o r t h e r e p a i r o f t h e 

b r i d g e s and t h e h i ghway mi l es t h a t n e e d t o be f i x e d 

up, were y o u d e p e n d e n t on t h e A c t 4 4 d o l l a r s t o do a l l 



t h a t ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

The A c t 4 4 d o l l a r s were c e r t a i n l y h e l p i ng 

us a d d r e s s o u r b r i dge c r i s i s , b u t when t h e r e p o r t 

commi s s i on i d e n t i f i ed --- t h e n e e d i n P e n n s y l v a n i a i s 

much h i g h e r t h a n t h a t j us t t o mai n t a i n o r obs e r v e o u r 

e x i s t i n g s y s t e m . We n e e d t o t h i n k a b o u t a d d i t i o n a l 

c a p a c i t y . 

MR. STABACK: 

Okay. So i f I'm h e a r i n g y o u r i g h t , t h e 

r e b u i l d i ng o f t h e b r i d g e s and t h e r e p a i r s t o t h e 

b r i d g e s and t h e r e p a i r s t o t h e r o a d w i l l be d o n e , 

i r r e g a r d l es s o f w h e t h e r y o u r e c e i v e d A c t 4 4 money o r 

n o t ? I s t h a t what I u n d e r s t a n d ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

I'm n o t s u r e I u n d e r s t a n d t h e q u e s t i o n . 

MR. STABACK: 

Okay. The new b r i d g e s t h a t n e e d t o be 

r e p l a c e d , t h e 4 7 4 , and t h e h i ghway mi l es t h a t h a v e t o 

be r e p a i r e d , were y o u d e p e n d e n t on A c t 4 4 d o l l a r s t o 

do t h a t w o r k ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

Y e s , we w e r e . B u t what I was s a y i n g i s 

t h a t e v e n t h o s e f u n d s w e r e n ' t s u f f i c i e n t e n o u g h t o 

r e a l l y g e t a l l o u r n e e d s met. 



MR. STABACK: 

I m i s u n d e r s t o o d y o u r t e s t i m o n y . Okay. 

S o w i t h o u t t h e A c t 4 4 d o l l a r s c o m i ng i n, w o u l d i t be a 

f a i r as s u m p t i on t h a t t h i s k i nd o f work i s g o i ng t o be 

p u t on t h e b a c k b u r n e r ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

W e l l , i t w i l l j u s t t a k e us l o n g e r t o be 

a b l e t o g e t t o t h o s e b r i d g e s and t h o s e h i ghways , 

u n l e s s we h a v e a h i g h e r f u n d i n g , I g u e s s . 

MR. STABACK: 

Woul d you be a b l e t o do any p o r t i on o f 

them on an a n n u a l b a s i s ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

I'm a b l e t o do b r i d g e s and h i g h w a y s 

s t i l l , b u t t h e r e d u c e d f u n d i n g i s l e s s , o b v i o u s l y . 

L i k e I h a d m e n t i o n e d , a number o f b r i d g e s and 

h i g h w a y s , t h a t we were n o t a b l e t o u s e t h e A c t 44. So 

we a r e a b l e we s t i l l h a v e a f u n d i n g s o u r c e . 

MR. STABACK: 

Okay . 

MR. ROBERTS: 

We're s t i l l a b l e t o c o r r e c t b r i d g e s and 

h i g h w a y s , b u t n o t a t t h e r a t e we n e e d t o do i t a t . 

MR. STABACK: 

Okay. You m e n t i o n e d my q u e s t i o n t h a t I 



was c o n c e r n e d w i t h . Y o u ' r e n o t t o t a l l y d e p e n d e n t on 

a l l o f A c t 4 4 d o l l a r s t o do a l l o f t h i s , and w i t h o u t 

t h a t money, none o f t h e s e p r o j e c t s c a n be d o n e . T h a t 

i s n o t t h e c a s e ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

Wel l , a g a i n, w i t h t h e r e d u c e d A c t 4 4 

d o l l a r s , t h a t ' s where we l o s e t h e number o f p r o j e c t s 

t h a t t o t a l $218 m i l l i o n . You know, a g a i n , t h o s e w i l l 

j u s t t a k e t h a t much l o n g e r t o g e t t o . I n s t e a d o f 

g e t t i ng t o them i n two y e a r s i t mi g h t t a k e me f i ve 

y e a r s t o g e t t h o s e . 

MR. STABACK: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Ed P a s h i n s k i . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . Thank y o u 

g e n t l e m e n f o r y o u r t e s t i m o n y . I was w o n d e r i n g i f y ou 

c o u l d comment on t h e c o s t . You i n d i c a t e d t h a t y o u r 

c o s t i s c l o s e t o a 60 p e r c e n t s p i k e . And I'm 

c o n c e r n e d a b o u t , was t h a t t h e p r i ce a t 2 0 0 7 , 2 0 0 8 , 

b e f o r e t h e f i n a n c i a l c o l l aps e? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

No. B a s i c a l l y f r o m 2003 t h r o u g h a b o u t 

2 0 0 8 , and i t l e v e l ed o f f i n 2 0 0 9 , i t was an 8 0 p e r c e n t 



i n c r e a s e . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

E i g h t y ( 8 0 ) ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

E i g h t y (80) p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e f r o m 2003 

t h r o u g h 2008, and j u s t t h i s p a s t y e a r i t was a s l i g h t 

d e c r e a s e t h i s p a s t y e a r . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

T h a t was t h e o t h e r q u es t i on I was g o i ng 

t o a s k y o u . C o n s i d e r i n g t h e i n c r e d i b l e s h o r t f a l l t h a t 

o c c u r r e d , e n t i r e f i n a n c i a l m a r k e t s on t h e v e r g e o f 

t o t a l c o l l aps e, I w o u l d as s ume j obs a r e l es s 

p r o f i c i e n t , and as a r e s u l t , t h e p r i c e s w o u l d f a l l . 

B u t y o u i n d i c a t e i t ' s j u s t l e s s ? S l i g h t l y . 

MR. ROBERTS: 

W e l l , p r i c e s d i d f a l l s l i g h t l y . I t h i n k 

we've o v e r t h i s p a s t y e a r my r e c o l l e c t i o n i s a b o u t 

s e v e n t o e i g h t p e r c e n t o f a v e r a g e was t h e f a l l . The 

r e a s on I s ay t h a t i s b e c a u s e what h a p p e n e d i s s ome 

t h i ngs went down, l i ke t h e p r i ce o f as p h a l t went down 

and t h e n s l i g h t l y came b a c k up. And we do o b v i o u s l y a 

l o t o f as p h a l t p r o j e c t s and r e p a v i ng p r o j e c t s a c r o s s 

t h e s t a t e . 

S o y ou h a v e t o t a k e a l ook a t i t on an 

a g g r e g a t e f rom a l l o f o u r b i ds , w h i c h we do, and on 



a v e r a g e o u r b i ds we f ound a r e r u n n i ng a b o u t s e v e n t o 

e i g h t , a b o u t s e v e n p e r c e n t l es s t h a n t h e p r e v i ous 

y e a r . B u t when you t a k e a l o o k a t i t f r o m 2003 we've 

had an 80 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . So t h a t ' s s t i l l a huge 

c u t i n o u r b u y i n g p o w e r . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

E x a c t l y . And I'm v e r y c o n c e r n e d a b o u t 

w h e t h e r o r n o t t h e r e ' s any k i n d o f p r i c e g o u g i n g , 

o v e r p r i c i n g o f m a t e r i a l s . What c o n s t i t u t e s t h a t p r i c e 

o f cement and r e b a r , t h e m a t e r i a l s t h a t y o u us e? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

I'm n o t s u r e . We h a v e c o m p e t i t i v e 

b i d d i ng and we h a v e u n i t c o s t i tems t h a t we t r a c k 

p r e t t y r e l i g i ous l y f o r e v e r y b i d, and we make 

c o m p a r i s ons t o e v e r y b i d t h a t we h a v e f o r e v e r y b i d, 

e v e r y month, e v e r y week. So we r e a l l y c l o s e l y t r a c k 

t o f i nd o u t w h e t h e r o r n o t any u n i t p r i ce i s , i f a t 

a l l , o u t o f k i l t e r . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

Wel l , what do you a t t r i b u t e t h e 8 0 

p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e t o i n t h e m a t e r i a l s ? 

MR. ROBERTS: 

The 80 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e was b a s i c a l l y 

s i n c e 2 0 03, i s t h e huge c o s t o f i n f l a t i o n . T h e r e was 

a l a r g e i n c r e a s e i n p e t r o l e u m p r o d u c t s . T h e r e was 



w o r l d w i d e t h e r e were I n d i a and C h i n a were a c t u a l l y 

t a k i ng up a l o t o f raw m a t e r i a l s f o r s t e e l and 

c o n c r e t e . So, I mean, you h a v e t o we a c t u a l l y d i d 

l o o k a t a l l o f t h o s e i s s u e s s i n c e 2 0 0 3 . S i m p l y t h e 

w o r l d w i de m a r k e t , i n t e r m s o f b u i l d i ng i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

i n o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e w o r l d was t a k i ng a l o t o f raw 

m a t e r i a l s , w h i c h c r e a t e d a s h o r t a g e o f a l o t o f t h e 

raw m a t e r i a l s f o r t h e m a t e r i a l s we us e t o b u i l d r o a d s 

and b r i d g e s . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

We c o n d u c t c o m p e t i t i v e b i d s and do we 

h a v e e n o u g h manuf a c t u r e r s o f t h e m a t e r i a l s i n o r d e r t o 

make a q u a l i t y p r o d u c t and p r o v i de s ome s ens e o f 

c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s ? 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

A b s o l u t e l y . A c t u a l l y , we d i d s e e t h e 

a v e r a g e number o f b i d d e r s was up t h i s y e a r . I t 

a c t u a l l y went up t o a l mos t f i ve t o s i x b i d d e r s p e r 

p r o j e c t t h i s y e a r . So w h i c h i s f o r a l o t o f t h e 

p r o j e c t s , t h e number o f p r o j e c t s you p u t o u t w i t h t h e 

s t i m u l u s p r o g r a m was we w o u l d s a y t h a t c o m p a r e d t o 

p a s t y e a r s i s v e r y g o o d . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

Okay, t h a n k y o u . One l a s t q u e s t i o n . The 

s u r v e y t h a t you h a v e t o t a k e t h a t d e v e l ops t h e w e i g h t 



r e s t r i c t i on, how l ong d o e s t h a t t a k e , and i s t h a t done 

i n - h o u s e ? 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

Y e s , I w o u l d p r o b a b l y s a y I know we're 

d o i n g i t i n - h o u s e . I w o u l d s a y G e o r g e has i n d i c a t e d a 

day o r t w o . I w o u l d s a y i t ' s d e f i n i t e l y w i t h i n a 

week, b u t we c a n a c c e l e r a t e t h e s e and g e t them done 

p r e t t y q u i c k l y . I t ' s j u s t f o r a l l t h e ones we h a v e a 

l o t o f t i mes y ou g e t a l l t h e d e t a i l s done and be done 

w i t h i n a week. 

MR. ROBERTS: 

Y e a h , t h a t ' s t h e e n g i n e e r i n g s t u d y . We 

h a v e t o g e t t h e e n t i r e p o s t i ng d o n e , t h e s i gns and 

e v e r y t h i n g made up and e v e r y t h i n g d o n e . T h a t c o u l d be 

s i x t o e i g h t w e e k s . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

G e n t l e m e n , t h a n k you v e r y much. 

A p p r e c i a t e i t . Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

C h a i rman M i ke S t u r l a 

MR. STURLA: 

Thank y o u . G e n t l e m e n , I a s k e d t h i s 

q u e s t i on o f y o u r bos s , S e c r e t a r y B u e l l e r ( p h o n e t i c) , 

o v e r t e s t i m o n y e a r l i e r and I ' l l f o l l o w up as i t 

r e l a t e s t o t h i s i n t r i c a t e i s s u e . Mr. C h r i s t i e , i n 



y o u r t e s t i mony you p o i n t o u t t h a t PA has o v e r 4 0 , 0 0 0 

mi l es o f r o a d s , w i t h s e c o n d a r y r o a d s c o m p r i s i ng o v e r 

h a l f o f t h a t m i l e a g e . And when I a s k e d S e c r e t a r y 

B u e l l e r , I s a i d i n any o t h e r s t a t e t h o s e w o u l d be b a c k 

r o a d s ; c o r r e c t ? They w o u l d be owned by t h e t o w n s h i p 

o r c o u n t i e s , and t h e a n s w e r was y e s . 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

T h a t ' s c o r r e c t , y e s . 

MR. STURLA: 

And r e c e n t l y I as k e d t h e p e r s on 

t e s t i f y i ng f o r t o w n s h i p s u p e r v i s o r s , I s a i d what w o u l d 

h a p p e n i f we j u s t g a v e y o u t h e r o a d s and he s a i d w e l l , 

g o s h , y o u know, i f t h e y ' r e i n d e c e n t c o n d i t i o n , y o u 

know, we c o u l d p r o b a b l y work s o m e t h i ng o u t as l ong as 

we're g e t t i n g some s h a r e o f t h e f u e l t a x . B u t he s a i d 

we c a n d e f i n i t e l y mai n t a i n them b e t t e r and more 

a c c u r a t e l y t h a n t h e s t a t e c a n b e c a u s e we h a v e a 

t o w n s h i p c r e w and we c o u l d go o u t and f i x t h e p o t h o l es 

t h e n e x t d a y , and we w o u l d n ' t h a v e t o w o r r y a b o u t , y o u 

know, w a i t i ng f o r s omebody and n o t i f y i ng s omeone and 

d o i n g some t h i n g s . 

G i v e n t h e f a c t t h a t y o u t a l k e d a b o u t t h e , 

and p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e M a r c e l l us S h a l e a r e a h a v i ng 

c o n t r a c t s w i t h t h e M a r c e l l us S h a l e d r i l l e r s a b o u t 

mai n t a i n i ng t h e s e r o a d s and a t l e a s t r e t u r n i ng them i n 



as g o o d o r b e t t e r c o n d i t i on t h a n t h e y g o t them i n, i s 

t h i s s o r t o f t h e p e r f e c t t i me t o t u r n them b a c k o v e r 

t o t o w n s h i ps and c o u n t i es and s ay, you know wh a t , when 

t h e y h a n d t h a t b a c k i t ' s n o t g o i n g b a c k t o u s , i t ' s 

g o i n g b a c k t o you and we're g o i n g t o r e d u c e o u r 

i n v e n t o r y by 2 0 , 0 0 0 mi l es when a l l t h i s i s d o n e ? 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

I g u e s s y o u ' d h a v e t o a s k them t h a t 

q u e s t i o n . I c a n g i v e y o u an a n a l y s i s on t h e c o s t s o f 

m a i n t a i n i n g t h o s e r o a d s i s i t ' s v e r y h i g h . I n o t h e r 

w o r d s , I ' d be a l i t t l e s u r p r i s e d t o s a y t h a t someone 

c o u l d do i t more e f f i c i e n t l y t h a n we're d o i n g them 

r i g h t now. 

MR. STURLA: 

Okay. You j u s t s a i d t h e c o s t o f t h e 

r o a d s i s h i g h . On a p e r v e h i c l e b a s i s I w o u l d a g r e e 

w i t h y o u , w h i c h has b e e n p a r t o f my o t h e r a r g u m e n t i s 

t h a t when I l o o k a t t h e map t h a t Mr. R o b e r t s h a s , i t 

shows t h e 760 m i l e s i n p o o r r o a d s . What I'm r e a l l y 

i n t e r e s t e d i n i s how many o f t h o s e a r e s e c o n d a r y r o a d s 

and how many o f t h o s e a r e maj o r r o a d s , b e c a u s e my 

s e n s e i s t h a t PennDOT has b e e n v e r y g o o d , and I ' v e 

a l ways c o n t e n d e d we h a v e t h e b e s t b a c k r o a d s o f any 

s t a t e i n t h e n a t i o n , b e c a u s e we h a v e a 4 0 , 0 0 0 - m i l e 

i n v e n t o r y , y o u p a v e 2 0 , 0 0 0 mi l es o f b a c k r o a d s you 



h a v e h a l f y o u r i n v e n t o r y p a v e d . I f you u s e t h e same 

amount o f money i t t o o k y o u t o p a v e t h e 2 0 , 0 0 0 mi l es 

and y o u ' v e p a v e d m a j o r r o a d s , y o u g e t 5,000 m i l e s o f 

t h e r o a d s p a v e d , and you h a v e n ' t done v e r y much i n 

y o u r t o t a l i n v e n t o r y . 

So my s e n s e i s t h e r e ' s a l w a y s b e e n a 

t e n d e n c y n o t t h a t I'm b l a m i n g y o u b e c a u s e you a l l 

h a v e t o p r o v i de a s t a t i s t i c a t t h e end o f t h e day and 

sa y l o o k , we've p a v e d a c e r t a i n amount o f r o a d s . I t ' s 

o n l y b e e n t h e t e n d e n c y t o do t h e l o w - h a n g i ng g r o u p , 

w h i c h i s t h e r o a d t h a t d o e s n ' t h a v e any t r a f f i c . 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

Wel l , I g ues s I w o u l d w o r d i t t h i s way, 

y o u ' v e b e e n r e c e p t i v e , b u t t h e way i t ' s w o r k e d o u t i s 

we h a v e c o u n t y mai n t e n a n c e c r e w s , and we b a s i c a l l y 

h a v e a s e p a r a t e b u d g e t . We h a v e a m a i n t e n a n c e b u d g e t 

and we h a v e t h e c a p i t a l b u d g e t . The c a p i t a l b u d g e t by 

and l a r g e g o e s t o t h e h i g h e r v o l u m e r o a d s . The 

a d v a n t a g e , what h a p p e n s i s f rom t h e c o u n t y b u d g e t s i de 

we u s e a l o t o f i n n o v a t i v e ways; w e ' l l be u s i n g c o a l , 

r e c y c l i n g . And so we u s e a l o t o f i n n o v a t i v e ways t o 

a c t u a l l y g e t as p h a l t b a c k on t h o s e r o a d s and k e e p t h e 

number o f m i l e s w e're a c t u a l l y t r e a t i n g up. 

S o b e c a u s e we h a v e p r e t t y a g g r e s s i ve 

c r e w s o u t t h e r e i n a l l t h e c o u n t i es d o i ng t h a t , i t 



d o e s n ' t l o o k l i k e w e 're g e t t i n g o u t and p a v i n g a l o t 

o f e x t r a m i l e s o f s e c o n d a r y r o a d s . B u t when you t a k e 

a l ook a t t h e c a p i t a l p r o g r a m v e r s us t h e mai n t e n a n c e 

p r o g r a m , we r e a l l y h a v e n ' t c h a n g e d an e m p h a s i s o v e r 

t h e v a s t many o f y e a r s a p p r o a c h i n g u s . 

MR. STURLA: 

And I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t . B u t I g e t b a c k t o 

t h e i s s ue o f t h e p o t h o l e on t h e r o a d t h a t has 2 0 , 0 0 0 

c a r s a d a y , g e t s h i t by 2 0 , 0 0 0 c a r s t h a t d a y , and t h e 

p o t h o l e on t h e r o a d t h a t has 2 0 0 c a r s a day c a n s t a y 

t h a t way f o r a y e a r and n o t as many c a r s h i t i t , b u t 

we h a v e a t e n d e n c y t o g e t o u t t h e r e and f i l l t h a t 

p o t h o l e on t h e one t h a t g e t s 2 0 0 c a r s a day r e a l l y 

q u i c k l y , and t h e one t h a t has 20,000 c a r s a day we've 

g o t t o s e n d more t r u c k s o u t , and we've g o t t o p u t up 

s i g n a l s , and we've g o t t o do a l l s o r t s o f s t u f f . And 

t h a t one g e t s p a v e d two weeks l a t e r . 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

I g ues s t h e p o t h o l es , I w o u l d s ay we g e t 

t o t h o s e r i g h t away, no m a t t e r where t h e y a r e . B u t I 

do u n d e r s t a n d t h e p r e m i s es i s t h a t we h a v e a l i mi t e d 

c a p i t a l b u d g e t f o r t h e b u s i e r r o a d s , so w h a t ' s r e a l l y 

h a p p e n i ng, I t h i nk r e a l l y t o g e t b a c k t o y o u r p o i n t i s 

t h a t w e're a c t u a l l y f a l l i n g f u r t h e r and f u r t h e r b e h i n d 

on o u r c y c l e s i n o u r m a j o r r e p a i r s on t h e m a j o r r o a d s . 



And t h a t ' s what t h e r e a l i s s u e i s . T h a t ' s w h a t ' s 

c r e a t i n g t h e p o t h o l e s f r o m c o m i n g . And t h a t ' s where 

t h e f u n d i ng s h o r t f a l l i s , i s t h a t we do a p r e t t y g o o d 

j ob o f d r i v i ng down t h e number o f p o o r r o a d s , b u t what 

we've done i s we've k e p t t h e r o a d s s m o o t h , b u t we've 

f a l l en f u r t h e r b e h i nd on t h e o v e r a l l r e c o n s t r u c t i on o f 

t h e m a j o r r o a d s and we c a n ' t g e t t o t h a t money we've 

g o t . 

MR. STURLA: 

And I g u e s s t h a t i s t h a t map t h a t h a s 706 

m i l e s o f p o o r r o a d s . how many o f t h o s e a r e m a j o r 

r o a d s and how many o f t h o s e a r e s e c o n d a r y r o a d s ? Do 

you h a v e a b r e a k d o w n a n y w h e r e ? 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

Y e s , we do. I t ' s 566 o f t h o s e 706 a r e 

what y o u w o u l d c a l l s e c o n d a r i e s , l o w v o l u m e . 

MR. STURLA: 

Okay. A l l r i g h t . 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

I n t h e p o o r c a t e g o r y . 

MR. STURLA: 

Okay, a l l r i g h t . Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P h y l l i s Mundy. 

MS. MUNDY: 



Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . And I do 

a p o l o g i z e f o r b e i n g l a t e . I h a d a c o m m i t t e e h e a r i n g 

i n H a r r i s b u r g t h i s m o r n i n g . So i f my q u e s t i o n i s 

r e d u n d a n t , I a p o l o g i z e t o e v e r y o n e , b u t I'm g o i n g t o 

a s k i t anyway. My c o n c e r n , you know, I t h i n k PennDOT 

has t h e w h e r e w i t h a l t o d e a l w i t h t h e f o u r - d i g i t r o u t e 

n umbers and t h e t h r e e - d i g i t r o u t e numbers and t h e t w o -

d i g i t r o u t e numbers , t h e i n t e r s t a t e h i ghways and t h e 

r o a d s t h a t PennDOT i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r . 

The r o a d s t h a t I'm r e a l l y c o n c e r n e d a b o u t 

a r e my l o c a l r o a d s t h a t my muni c i p a l i t i es h a v e 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r . I'm r e a l l y n o t c l e a r on what 

a b i l i t y my muni c i p a l i t i es h a v e t o r e s t r i c t t h i s h e a v y 

M a r c e l l u s S h a l e t r u c k t r a f f i c i n t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s . 

What i s a v a i l a b l e t o t h e m u n i c i p a l i t y o f J a c k s o n 

Towns h i p, f o r e x a m p l e, where s ome 2 , 4 0 0 a c r e s , 

p r a c t i c a l l y t h e w h o l e t o w n s h i p, i s u n d e r l e a s e? Many 

r u r a l , l o c a l r o a d s t h a t t h e y a l r e a d y a r e h a v i ng 

p r o b l e m s m a i n t a i n i n g w i t h t h e i r l i m i t e d t a x b a s e . And 

I r e a l l y w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e some i n f o r m a t i o n . I s i t 

t h r o u g h l o c a l o r d i n a n c e s t h a t t h e y ' r e a b l e t o r e s t r i c t 

t r u c k t r a f f i c? Do t h e y h a v e t o go t h r o u g h PennDOT t o 

do t h a t ? 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

No . 



MS. MUNDY: 

I f t h e r e ' s s c h o o l b u s e s on t h o s e r o a d s , 

i s t h a t a s p e c i a l c i rcums t a n c e where t h e y c a n r e s t r i c t 

t r u c k t r a f f i c t o c e r t a i n t i mes o f t h e d a y ? I s s ues 

l i k e t h a t t h o s e a r e t h e t h i n g s I'm l o o k i n g f o r 

i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t . 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

Y e s . I w o u l d s a y t h a t l o c a l s , we do h a v e 

a b e l l p a c k ( p h o n e t i c ) p r o g r a m m i n g , we do h a v e an 

o u t r e a c h p r o g r a m i n t h e l o c a l p r o c e s s e s t h a t f o l l o w . 

What we w o u l d g e n e r a l l y e n c o u r a g e them t o do i s f o l l ow 

t h e same p r o c e s s t h a t w e're d o i n g . And G e o r g e w o u l d 

be h a p p y t o h a v e h i s p e r s on d o i ng t h e pos t i ng and t h e 

f i l i n g o f r o a d s meet w i t h w h o e v e r l o c a l s t h e y ' d l i k e 

t o meet w i t h t o g e t them up t o s p e e d on t h e p r o c e s s o f 

where y o u --- my ans wer t o t h a t w o u l d be t h e y s h o u l d 

be f o l l o w i n g t h e same p r o c e s s we're f o l l o w i n g . We 

w o u l d make t h a t a v a i l a b l e t o them. 

MS. MUNDY: 

S o t h e y h a v e t h e a u t h o r i t y --¬

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

Yes . 

MS. MUNDY: 

t o p e r m i t , t o bond? 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 



To b a s i c a l l y do an e n g i n e e r i n g s t u d y t o 

pos t t h e r o a d , t h e n f o l l ow t h e s ame p r o c e s s and g e t a 

mai n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t i n p l a c e t o h a v e t h e gas 

c o m p a n i e s m a i n t a i n t h e r o a d i n p r o p e r c o n d i t i o n . 

MS. MUNDY: 

Okay. And t h e n what I'm h e a r i n g w i t h 

r e g a r d t o t h e n e g o t i a t i ons a r o u n d t h e M a r c e l l us S h a l e 

s e v e r a n c e t a x i s t h a t t h e c o m p a n i es a r e s u g g e s t i ng 

t h a t t h e y w o u l d be on b o a r d w i t h t h e t a x i f t h e r e was 

p r e e m p t i o n o f l o c a l o r d i n a n c e s . And i f t h a t were t o 

o c c u r , what w o u l d be t h e s i t u a t i on f o r l o c a l r o a d s ? 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

I mean, I ' d h a v e t o t a k e a l o o k a t a l l 

t h e l o c a l o r d i n a n c e s . I'm g o i n g t o s a y t h a t I d o n ' t 

b e l i e v e I b e l i e v e t h e r e ' s a way t o s e p a r a t e 

p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e r o a d s , b e c a u s e I d o n ' t b e l i e v e 

M a r c e l l u s S h a l e o r gas c o m p a n i e s , i t ' s n o t i n t h e i r 

b e s t i n t e r e s t t o h a v e damaged r o a d s e i t h e r . They 

c a n ' t t r a v e l on them i f t h e y ' r e damaged. So I b e l i e v e 

t h a t t h e r e ' s ways t o s e p a r a t e t h a t o u t . B u t r i g h t now 

I ' d h a v e t o t e l l y o u , I'm n o t I ' d h a v e t o e x a m i n e 

t h e l o c a l o r d i n a n c e s t o u n d e r s t a n d what t h e d i f f e r e n c e 

w o u l d be . 

MS. MUNDY: 

W e l l , I w o u l d a s k t h a t y o u do t h a t . I 



mean, I t h i n k t h e r e ' s s e v e r a l o f u s , o r many o f u s , 

who i f t h a t were a c o n d i t i on o f t h e M a r c e l l us S h a l e 

s e v e r a n c e w o u l d be v e r y h a r d - p r e s s e d t o s u p p o r t i t . 

B u t I am c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e a b i l i t y o f t h e 

muni c i p a l i t i es t o z one and t o p e r m i t t h e i r r o a d us e, 

e t c e t e r a , n o t j us t b e c a u s e o f t h e damage t o t h e 

r o a d s , b u t a l s o t h e s a f e t y i s s ues s u r r o u n d i ng s c h o o l 

bus t r a f f i c, y o u know, t h o s e t r u c k s t r a v e l i ng on v e r y 

n a r r o w r o a d w a y s . 

And I ' l l t e l l y o u , I ' v e b e e n t o Di m m i c k 

r e c e n t l y and t h e s p e e d a t w h i c h t h o s e t r u c k s t r a v e l 

was p r e t t y u n b e l i e v a b l e . We're c r a w l i n g a l o n g i n a 

l i t t l e J e e p a t z e r o mi l es an h o u r p r a c t i c a l l y i n o r d e r 

t o n o t bump t h e c a r so much, and t h e y ' r e j u s t z o o m i n g 

down t h i s l o c a l r o a d a t , must h a v e b e e n 35, 40 m i l e s 

an h o u r . So I'm v e r y c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e s a f e t y . And 

G e o r g e R o b e r t s and I h a d a c o n v e r s a t i on w i t h A d r i an 

M a r o l l i ( p h o n e t i c ) r e c e n t l y a b o u t t h e R o u t e 118. And 

t h a t a l r e a d y i s a v e r y d a n g e r o u s r o a d w a y . I ' v e h a d 

f r i e n d s k i l l e d on t h a t r o a d w a y . And t h a t was l o n g 

b e f o r e M a r c e l l u s S h a l e t r u c k t r a f f i c was u s i n g i t . 

S o t h e s a f e t y i s s ues s u r r o u n d i ng t h o s e 

t r u c k s and t h e i r us e o f t h e r o a d s I t h i nk i s a n o t h e r 

i s s u e t h a t n e e d s t o be l o o k e d a t . And maybe t h e y j u s t 

n e e d t o n o t be a b l e t o us e c e r t a i n r o a d s a t c e r t a i n 



t i m e s o f t h e day when t h e r e ' s s c h o o l b u s e s on t h e 

r o a d s o r s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t . So I w o u l d be l o o k i n g 

t o y o u t o t e l l us what we n e e d t o do t o make t h a t 

h a p p e n . 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . As I m e n t i o n e d i n my 

t e s t i mony, we a r e t a k i ng a v e r y c l os e l ook a t t h e 

s a f e t y i s s u e s as w e l l . Not j u s t t h e damage b u t a l s o 

t h e s a f e t y i s s ues t h a t a r e c a u s ed by t h e t r a f f i c and 

some o f t h e s m a l l damage t h a t may o c c u r , i s o c c u r r i n g . 

MS. MUNDY: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. S e e i n g no more q u e s t i o n s , 

g e n t l e m e n , t h a n k y o u f o r y o u r t e s t i m o n y . T h a n k s v e r y 

much . 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

Thank y o u v e r y much f o r h a v i n g u s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

N e x t we h a v e t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a P u b l i c 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n r e p r e s e n t e d by Mr. R o b e r t 

F i u m e , C o u n t y o f L a c k a w a n n a T r a n s i t S y s t e m , COLTS, and 

w h i l e , Bob, y o u ' r e a p p r o a c h i n g , t h e C h a i r w o u l d l i k e 

t o r e c o g n i z e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e K a r e n B o b a c k f o r a s h o r t 

a n n o u n c e m e n t . 



MS. BOBACK: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . As p a r t o f t h e 

r e c o r d I w i l l be p r o v i d i ng w r i t t e n t e s t i mony on t h e 

b e h a l f o f Mr. M a r t i n ( p h o n e t i c ) . Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u . Mr. F i u m e , you h a v e 

f i v e m i n u t e s , s i r . And w o u l d you l i k e t o i n t r o d u c e 

t h e o t h e r g e n t l eman who i s w i t h you? 

MR. FIUME: 

S u r e . Good a f t e r n o o n . My name i s Bob 

F i u m e and I'm t h e e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r o f COLTS, C o u n t y 

o f L a c k a w a n n a T r a n s i t S y s t e m . 

CHAIRMAN: 

C o u l d y ou g e t c l os e t o t h e mi c t h e r e ? 

MR. FIUME: 

Thank y o u . To t h e l e f t i s J o h n Tomcho, 

who i s t h e d i r e c t o r o f L a c k a w a n n a C o u n t y C o o r d i n a t e d 

T r a n s i t , w h i c h i s a s h a r e d r i de f o r t h e e n t i r e t r a n s i t 

s e r v i c e . To my r i g h t i s S t a n S t r e l i s h , t h e e x e c u t i v e 

d i r e c t o r f o r L u z e r n e C o u n t y T r a n s p o r t a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t . 

As I s a i d , I'm t h e d i r e c t o r o f COLTS 

T r a n s i t S y s t e m t h a t s e r v e s L a c k a w a n n a C o u n t y . Today I 

am s p e a k i ng on b e h a l f o f t h e t h r e e u r b a n t r a n s i t 

s ys tems and s i x s h a r e d - r i de p r o v i d e r s i n o u r PennDOT 

D i s t r i c t 4. T o g e t h e r we c a r r y more t h a n f o u r m i l l i o n 



r i d e r s . We r e p r e s e n t t h e t y p i c a l p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m t h a t i s i n p l a c e i n 67 c o u n t i e s 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e S t a t e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . And t o d a y we 

a r e h e r e t o d i s c u s s why we n e e d t h e members o f t h e 

G e n e r a l As s embl y t o i n v e s t i n a c o m p r e h e n s i ve 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n . I n a c t i o n w i l l r e s u l t i n a 

f a i l i ng t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys tem t h a t w o u l d h a v e d i r e 

e c o n o m i c and s o c i a l c o n s e q u e n c e s on t h e c i t i z ens o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

The C o u n t y o f L a c k a w a n n a T r a n s i t S ys tem, 

COLTS, r u n s 29 f i x e d r o u t e s . We t r a n s p o r t e d 1.9 

m i l l i o n p a s s e n g e r s i n t h e y e a r 2009 on o u r f i x e d - r o u t e 

s ys tem p l us a n o t h e r 1 0 , 0 0 0 i n o u r ADA p a r a t r a n s i t 

s y s t e m . 

Luz e r n e C o u n t y T r a n s p o r t a t i on A u t h o r i t y , 

LCTA, r u n s 16 f i x e d r o u t e s and t r a n s p o r t e d 1.6 m i l l i o n 

p a s s e n g e r s l as t y e a r p l us 2 1 , 0 0 0 on t h e ADA 

p a r a t r a n s i t s y s t e m . H a z l e t o n P u b l i c T r a n s i t , HPT r u n s 

e i g h t f i x e d r o u t e s , has t r a n s p o r t e d 2 3 7 , 0 0 0 p a s s e n g e r s 

l a s t y e a r , p l u s 10,000 i n t h e i r p a r a t r a n s i t s e r v i c e . 

A l l o f o u r s ys tems h a v e pos i t i ve i mpact 

on t h e economy o f o u r r e g i o n . We h e l p r e v i t a l i z e t h e 

bus i nes s d i s t r i c t s , we b r i ng empl o y e r s and empl o y e e s 

t o g e t h e r , we p u r c h a s e mi l l i ons o f d o l l a r s i n p r o d u c t s 

and s e r v i c e s f r o m P e n n s y l v a n i a b u s i n e s s e s . T o g e t h e r 



COLTS, LCTA and HPT e m p l o y more t h a n 200 p e o p l e . We 

c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e g r o w t h and d e v e l opment o f t h e 

c o u n t i e s we s e r v e by p r o v i d i n g more t h a n a r i d e . We 

a r e p a r t o f t h e e c o n o m i c e n g i ne t h a t d r i v e s o u r 

c o u n t i e s and t h e Commonwealth. 

The maj o r i t y o f o u r r i d e r s i n o u r s ys tems 

a r e s e n i o r c i t i z ens , r e l y i ng on p u b l i c t r a n s i t as 

t h e i r s o l e means o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . J u s t a c o u p l e o f 

e x a m p l es , C a r b o n d a l e s e n i o r , Mary B a r n h a r t , who 

d e p e n d s on COLTS t o t a k e h e r t o t h e d o c t o r w o u l d be 

s t r a n d e d w i t h o u t p u b l i c t r a n s i t . B e a v e r Meadows 

r e s i d e n t P a t R a y n o , a 7 0 - y e a r - o l d w i dow w o u l d h a v e no 

way o f g e t t i ng t o t h e g r o c e r y s t o r e o r p h a r m a c y 

w i t h o u t g e t t i n g t o p u b l i c t r a n s i t . 

A b o u t 1 2 p e r c e n t o f t h e r i d e r s i n o u r 

s y s t e m s u s e p u b l i c t r a n s i t t o g e t t o w o r k . R i d e r s 

l i ke Wes t Wyomi ng r e s i d e n t R i t a M c C r e a , who w o u l d be 

u n a b l e t o g e t t o h e r j o b i f i t w a s n ' t f o r LCTA. As 

you c a n s e e , t r a n s p o r t a t i on p r o v i d e s es s e n t i a l s e r v i ce 

t o f o u r mi l l i on p e o p l e t h r o u g h o u t o u r f i x e d r o u t e s 

t h a t we s h a r e . T h e r e i s s i m p l y n o t an a l t e r n a t i v e f o r 

many o f t h e s e p e o p l e who do t h e t h i ngs t h e y n e e d t o do 

t o l e a d n o r m a l l i v e s . 

I n s h o r t , c u t s t o t h e bus t s e r v i ce w o u l d 

be d e v a s t a t i ng t o t h e c i t i z ens and t h e economy o f o u r 



r e g i o n . P u b l i c t r a n s i t i n P e n n s y l v a n i a has n o t s e e n 

an i n c r e a s e i n o p e r a t i ng f unds f o r t h e l as t t h r e e 

y e a r s . E v e n as o u r a g e n c i e s h a v e ha d t o a c c o u n t f o r 

t h e r i s e i n f u e l , h e a l t h c a r e and p e n s i o n c u t s . The 

p r o m i s e s o f A c t 44 h a v e gone u n f u l f i l l e d . 

A l t h o u g h e a c h t r a n s i t s ys tem i n t h e s t a t e 

f a c e s d i f f e r e n t b u d g e t i s s ues , c u r r e n t l e v e l s o f 

s e r v i ce p r o v i d e d by a l l o f o u r s ys tems w i l l be 

u n s u s t a i n a b l e a t t h e p r e s e n t l e v e l s . B u t t h i s f u n d i n g 

i s s u e i s n o t s i m p l y an o p e r a t i n g i s s u e . The c a p i t a l 

n e e d s o f t r a n s i t s ys tems c o n t i nue t o go u n f o u n d e d --¬

u n f u n d e d , I'm s o r r y , w i t h a minimum e s t i m a t e d 

s h o r t f a l l o f a t l a s t $484 m i l l i o n i n t h e f i s c a l y e a r 

2 0 1 1 , w h i c h means f o r a l l p l a n n e d p r o j e c t s s u c h as t h e 

r e p l a c ement o f d i es e l bus es w i t h h y b r i d, t h i s c o u l d be 

i n j e o p a r d y . T r a n s i t s y s t e m s a c r o s s t h e n a t i o n h a v e 

i n c r e a s i n g l y become goo d s t e w a r d s o f t h e e n v i r o n m e n t 

by u s i n g h y b r i d b u s e s . 

As you know, p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on i s one 

o f t h e s o l u t i o n s t o o u r e n e r g y c r i s i s . By t a k i n g 

p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on, p e o p l e c a n h e l p r e d u c e o u r 

c o u n t r y ' s d e p e n d e n c e on f o r e i g n o i l , r e d u c i n g 

c o n g e s t i o n and m i t i g a t e t r a f f i c d e l a y s . 

As o f r i g h t now COLTS , LCTA an HPT a r e 

b e c o m i ng t h e p a r t o f t h e s t u d y by PennDOT who a r e 



l o o k i ng a t t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f r e g i o n a l i z i ng i t s t h r e e 

t r a n s i t s y s t e m s . The p o t e n t i a l r e g i o n a l i z a t i o n o f 

t h e s e a g e n c i es w o u l d p r o v i de us w i t h o p p o r t u n i t i es t o 

e x p a n d and i m p r o v e o u r q u a l i t y o f s e r v i c e . 

R e g i o n a l i z a t i on w i l l a l s o a l l ow us t o s h a r e o u r many 

r e s o u r c e s and s a v e money. E v e r y o n e t a l k s a b o u t m a k i n g 

a r e g i o n a l a p p r o a c h , h o w e v e r , w i t h o u t h a v i ng t h e 

f u n d i ng t h i s s t u d y and t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f t h i s 

r e g i o n a l i z a t i o n i s u n c e r t a i n . I t may n e v e r g e t o f f 

t h e g r o u n d . 

Wi t h a d e q u a t e f u n d i ng we w o u l d be a b l e t o 

e x p a n d o u r s e r v i c e s . Now i s t h e t i m e t o e n s u r e t h e 

g r o w t h o f p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on t o e n h a n c e t h e q u a l i t y 

o f l i f e, t h e s a v i ng o f t h e e n v i r o n m e n t and t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f b u s i n e s s e s a l l a c r o s s t h e Commonwealth. 

We mus t p r o v i de c o m p r e h e n s i ve t r a n s p o r t a t i on p r o g r a m s 

t h a t p r o v i de a d e q u a t e , d e d i c a t e d , p r e d i c t a b l e and 

g r o w i n g s u p p o r t . I t i s c r i t i c a l t o t h e f u t u r e o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a and es s e n t i a l t o as s u r e t h e m obi l i t y and 

s a f e t y o f o u r c i t i z e n s . We c a n n o t s t r e s s t o you 

e n o u g h t h e u r g e n c y o f t h i s p r o b l e m . And on b e h a l f o f 

t h e p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on p r o v i d e r s a l l a c r o s s t h e 

s t a t e , t h a n k you f o r h o s t i n g t h e s e h e a r i n g s . We, as 

an i ndus t r y , s t a n d r e a d y t o a c t i v e l y s u p p o r t y o u r 

e f f o r t s t o p r o v i de a t r a n s p o r t a t i on p r o g r a m w o r t h y o f 



t h e c i t i z e n s we s e r v e . We a p p r e c i a t e y o u r l e a d e r s h i p 

on t h i s i s s ue and a r e r e a d y t o as s i s t y o u i n f i n d i ng a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e and r e a s o n a b l e s o l u t i o n t o t h i s c r i s i s . 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank y o u v e r y much. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e C a r r o l l . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . And t h a n k y o u 

f o r y o u r t e s t i m o n y . I ' d l i k e t o c o n g r a t u l a t e t h e 

t h r e e s y s t e m s f o r t h e i r f i n e w o r k . We s k i p p e d o v e r i t 

r e a l q u i c k l y , b u t I t h i n k i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o n o t e t h e 

s t u d i es o f r e g i o n a l i z a t i on w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e t h r e e 

s y s t e m s . I add my c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s i n an e f f o r t t o 

a d v a n c e t h a t . Our r e g i o n , as y ou a l l know, has 

s u f f e r e d b e c a u s e o f a l ack o f c o o r d i n a t i on and 

c o o p e r a t i on and I am v e r y h o p e f u l t h a t t h i s e f f o r t 

w i l l p r o v e t o be a g i a n t s u c c e s s and l e a d us i n a 

d i r e c t i on t h a t we n e e d t o go i n, t h a t i s t o w a r d s 

d i f f e r e n t s e r v i c e s , n o t j us t b e t w e e n h e r e t h e s e 

c o u n t i es b u t I c a n g i ve y ou t h e c a s e t h a t two 

d i f f e r e n t c o u n t i es s h a r e i n p o t e n t i a l l y s h a r i ng 

s e r v i c e s . So I c o n g r a t u l a t e y o u f o r t h a t e f f o r t and I 

hope i t ' s s u c c e s s f u l and I l o o k f o r w a r d t o i t . So 

t h a n k y o u f o r what y o u ' r e d o i n g . 



MR. FIUME: 

Thank y o u . I c o u l d n ' t a g r e e more. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u . And M i k e P e i f e r . 

MR. P E I F E R : 

Thank y o u , C h a i r m a n . Mr. F i u m e , y o u 

e x p l a i n e d t o us t h e a v e r a g e c o s t p e r t r i p o r what a 

p e r s o n p a y s f o r t h i s s e r v i c e . Do y ou h a v e t h a t 

s t a t i s t i c w i t h y o u? 

MR. FIUME: 

I t ' s a b o u t $4.22 f o r a l l o u r s y s t e m s , 

i t ' s p r e t t y c l o s e . 

MR. P E I F E R : 

S o t h e a v e r a g e t r i p, i f s omeone p a y s on 

y o u r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m , i s a b o u t $4.22 on t h e 

a v e r a g e ? 

MR. FIUME: 

T h a t ' s what t h e a g e n c y i s p a y i n g . 

MR. P E I F E R : 

When was t h e l as t t i me y o u i n c r e a s ed t h a t 

r a t e ? I s t h a t i n c r e a s e o f i n f l a t i o n , o r do you h a v e 

t o --- ? 

MR. FIUME: 

T h a t i s n o t t h e r a t e we c h a r g e . T h a t i s 

t h e r a t e i t b a s i c a l l y c o s t s us t o t r a n s p o r t someone. 



A t COLTS we c h a r g e $1.25 p e r t r i p . 

MR. P E I F E R : 

Okay. T h a t ' s one way? 

MR. FIUME: 

I t ' s $ 1 . 5 0 . 

MR. P E I F E R : 

P e r t r i p ? 

MR. FIUME: 

R i g h t . 

MR. P E I F E R : 

And when was t h e l a s t t i m e t h a t you 

a c t u a l l y h a d i n c r e a s ed t h a t r a t e ? 

MR. FIUME: 

LCTA i n c r e a s e d t h o s e t h r e e y e a r s ago. 

MR. P E I F E R : 

Thank y o u , Mr. F i u m e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e K e v i n M u r p h y . 

MR. MURPHY: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . R o b e r t , t h a n k 

you f o r y o u r t e s t i mony, and t h a n k you f o r p r o v i d i ng 

t h e s e r v i c e s t h a t you p r o v i d e d w i t h i n L a c k a w a n n a 

C o u n t y . And I want t o a d d r e s s t h a t t o t h e t h r e e o f 

y o u , b e c a u s e i t ' s a v e r y i m p o r t a n t s e r v i c e t h a t you 

o f f e r t o many p e o p l e t h a t d e s p e r a t e l y n e e d 



t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o s u r v i v e . 

The q u es t i on t h a t I h a v e f o r you i s i f 

you c o u l d e l a b o r a t e on y o u r c u r r e n t f u n d i ng l e v e l , 

what you a n t i c i p a t e h a p p e n i ng i f t h e f u n d i ng f o r t h e 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s a r e n ' t met, what g o a l s , and t h i s w i l l 

be open t o t h e t h r e e , b u t I ' l l a s k R o b e r t f i r s t 

b e c a u s e one t h i n g I d o n ' t want t o s e e i s o u r s e n i o r s 

b e i ng v u l n e r a b l e, L a c k a w a n n a C o u n t y r e s i d e n t s p e r h a p s 

h a v e t o f i nd a n o t h e r mode o f t r a n s p o r t a t i on t o g e t t o 

t h e d o c t o r s , t o g e t t o t h e g r o c e r y s t o r e and w h a t n o t . 

S o c a n you e l a b o r a t e on t h a t f o r me, p l e a s e? 

MR. FIUME: 

S u r e . We were j u s t n o t i f i e d by PennDOT 

o f a 3.7 p e r c e n t r e d u c t i o n i n f u n d i n g e f f e c t i v e 

i m m e d i a t e l y , and t h a t ' s s t a r t i n g t h i s month o f J u n e . 

To k e e p o u r s e r v i ce a t c u r r e n t l e v e l s and t h e f u n d i ng 

d e c r e a s i ng and o b v i ous l y t h e c o s t g o i ng up c o u l d p u t 

us down, i n an o p e r a t i ng s ens e, h a v i ng t o s c a l e b a c k 

on o u r s e r v i c e and we d o n ' t want t o do t h a t b e c a u s e we 

f e e l t h a t t h e r e a r e a r e a s i n o u r c o u n t y , i n L a c k a w a n n a 

C o u n t y , t h a t a r e n o t g e t t i ng s e r v e d t h e way t h e y 

s h o u l d . 

We're i n t h e m i d d l e o f a r o u t e a n a l y s i s 

t h a t ' s g o i n g t o h e l p us s e e where we n e e d more s e r v i c e 

and h a v e a more e f f i c i e n t , c o s t e f f i c i e n t s e r v i c e , and 



t h a t c o u l d be i n j e o p a r d y . A l s o on t h e c a p i t a l e nd o f 

i t t h e r e a r e two t h i n g s t h a t I h a v e . F i r s t o f a l l , 

y o u n e e d s t a t e c a p i t a l money t o m a t c h f e d e r a l c a p i t a l 

money. So we're n o t o n l y g e t t i n g a s h o r t f a l l o f s t a t e 

c a p i t a l money, b u t f o r f a c i l i t i es , f o r bus es , f o r 

t r a n s i t s y s t e m s we're n o t where we n e e d on c a p i t a l , 

w e ' re n o t o n l y g e t t i n g a s h o r t f a l l o f s t a t e money, 

t h a t ' s i n e f f e c t o u r f e d e r a l money t h a t we g e t f o r 

t h e s e p u r c h a s es a l s o b e c a u s e we n e e d t h e s t a t e money 

t o m a t c h f e d e r a l money. So i t ' s a d o u b l e whammy. 

So, y o u know, we're l o o k i n g t o r e p l a c e 

we h a v e b u s e s t h a t a r e c o m i n g i n t o r e p l a c e a l s o , 

s o f o r t h e s a f e t y and r e l i a b i l i t y o f o u r s ys tem and 

f o r t h e s a f e t y o f o u r p a s s e n g e r s we n e e d t o s t a r t 

r e p l a c i n g b u s e s . So o b v i o u s l y we've g o t c a p i t a l money 

t h a t ' s g o i n g t o h u r t us t h e r e . 

MR. MURPHY: 

Thank y o u v e r y much. I a p p r e c i a t e y o u 

p o i n t i ng o u t t h a t many t i mes s t a t e a p p r o p r i a t i ons a r e 

m a t c h e d w i t h f e d e r a l a p p r o p r i a t i ons and i f t h o s e 

m o n i e s a r e r e d u c e d t h e n t h e r e ' s a c o l l a t e r a l p r o b l e m 

on t h e f e d e r a l l e v e l , t o o , b e c a u s e y ou h a v e an 

a d d i t i o n a l r e d u c t i o n i n t h e f e d e r a l a p p r o p r i a t i o n s . 

So t h a t ' s i m p o r t a n t e n o u g h . And l a s t l y , i f I c a n j u s t 

as k y o u and t h e o t h e r g e n t l eman c o u l d make comments as 



w e l l . B u t what d o e s 3.7 p e r c e n t o f y o u r a p p r o p r i a t i o n 

on a s t a t e l e v e l r e p r e s e n t ? Thank y o u . 

MR. C H R I S T I E : 

Our p o l i cy r e p r e s e n t s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

$240,000 a y e a r . And f o r LCTA, t h a t ' s a l m o s t $200,000 

a y e a r . 

MR. MURPHY: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u . 

MR. S T R E L I S H : 

I ' d j u s t l i k e t o , j u s t f o r i n f o r m a t i o n a l 

p u r p o s es we h a v e b e e n w o r k i ng on o u r b u d g e t a t Luz e r n e 

C o u n t y T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y , and we're a l m o s t 

f i n a l i z e d w i t h i t , a n t i c i p a t i n g t h e 3.7 p e r c e n t 

i n c r e a s e f o r s t a t e f u n d i n g . We d o n ' t f e e l t h a t we 

w i l l h a v e t o r a i s e o u r f a r e s t h i s y e a r , n o r w i l l we 

ha v e t o c u t s e r v i c e . H o w e v e r , t h e most i m p o r t a n t 

p o i n t I t h i nk when we l ook a t p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

s ys tems t h r o u g h o u t P e n n s y l v a n i a i s t h e s t a b i l i t y o f 

t h e f u n d i n g . When A c t 44 was p a s s e d we w e r e , a t LCTA, 

i n c o n t r a c t n e g o t i a t i o n s . We were e x p e c t i n g a t h r e e 

p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e i n o u r o p e r a t i o n a l n e e d s a t t h a t 

p o i n t . 

Of c o u r s e, c o n t r a c t n e g o t i a t i ons went 

away and t h e t h r e e p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e t u r n e d , a g a i n was 

a n t i c i p a t e d a t h r e e p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e a t t h e s t a t e 



l e v e l and o f c o u r s e we h a v e a f u n d i ng s o u r c e f rom o u r 

c o u n t y w h i c h i s s u f f i c i e n t a t t h i s p o i n t t o m a t c h t h e 

s t a t e f u n d i n g t h a t ' s n e c e s s a r y . H o w e v e r , we h a v e 

n e v e r r e c e i v e d an i n c r e a s e i n o u r f u n d i n g s o u r c e . 

I t ' s v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o n o t e t h i s , t h a t t h e s t a t e i s 

g o i ng t o t e l l us s o m e t h i ng, p l e a s e f o l l ow t h r o u g h w i t h 

i t b e c a u s e we're a n t i c i p a t i n g t h o s e f u n d s , and n o t 

e v e r y o n e c a n be e f f i c i e n t l y r e s p o n s i b l e . 

MR. MURPHY: 

And I t h i nk we were a n t i c i p a t i ng i t as 

w e l l , b u t t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t has d i f f e r e n t p l ans 

f o r u s . 

MR. S T R E L I S H : 

W e l l , I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t , b u t maybe we 

s h o u l d h a v e a p l a n i n p l a c e j u s t i n c a s e . I do t h i n k 

t h a t f rom day one, i t was q u i t e o b v i ous t h a t t h e 

t o l l i n g o f I n t e r s t a t e 80 w a s n ' t g o i n g t o h a p p e n . B u t 

a g a i n , w e're a n t i c i p a t i n g t h e m o n i e s c o m i n g i n . B u t 

a g a i n, we a r e o k a y w i t h t h i s y e a r , h o w e v e r , n e x t y e a r 

c o u l d be a d i f f e r e n t s t o r y . T h a t w o u l d be v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t t o a d d r e s s . Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you v e r y much. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

K e n n e t h S mi t h ? 

MR. SMITH: 



G e n t l e m e n , t h a n k you v e r y much f o r b e i n g 

h e r e t o d a y and t a k i n g y o u r t i m e . I want t o t a c k l e 

what M i ke C a r r o l l has s a i d e a r l i e r a b o u t 

r e g i o n a l i z a t i o n . T h a t ' s a b r e a t h o f f r e s h a i r , and I 

w a n t e d t o a p p l aud a l l o f you f o r y o u r l e a d e r s h i p i n 

t h a t . I t h i n k p a r t i c u l a r l y h e r e i n t h i s a r e a i n t h e 

n o r t h e a s t when we h e a r r e g i o n a l i z a t i on and 

c o n s o l i d a t i o n , p e o p l e h a v e a t e n d e n c y t o p a n i c . B u t 

a t t h e end o f t h e day we l es s en t h e d u p l i c a t i on o f 

s e r v i c e s and b r o a d e n o u r h o r i z o n s . And I t h i n k y o u 

s ave a g r e a t d e a l o f d o l l a r s and i mprove s e r v i c e s a t 

t h e same t i m e . And w h e t h e r you h a v e t h e a n s w e r t o 

t h i s , f e e l f r e e . You s p o k e o f s a v i n g d o l l a r s w i t h t h e 

r e g i o n a l i z a t i o n and c o n s o l i d a t i o n . Do you h a v e s o l i d 

d o l l a r numbers on t h a t p r o c e s s ? A r e you t o t h a t p o i n t 

y e t o r n o t ? 

MR. FIUME: 

We're n o t a t t h a t p o i n t y e t . PennDOT i s 

j u s t b e g i n n i n g t h e s t u d y . T h a t i s one o f t h e f i r s t 

t h i ngs t h a t t h e y w i l l d e t e r m i ne i n o r d e r t o make s u r e 

i t ' s f e a s i b l e t o do. T h i s w o u l d be s h a r i n g o f 

s e r v i c e s b e t w e e n t h e a g e n c i es t h a t c o n s o l i d a t e , 

s h a r i ng t h e r e s o u r c e s a n d , you know, h a v i ng t h e e x t r a 

bus es t o t r a n s f e r h e r e and t h e r e i f n e e d e d , i f one 

b r e a k s down. B u t you c a n i m a g i n e i f y o u ' r e s h a r i n g 



r e s o u r c e s t h e r e . F o r e x a m p l e , S t a n may n o t h a v e a 

m a r k e t i ng p e r s on, and you o n l y n e e d one, a s t a n d i ng i n 

o p e r a t i o n s p e r s o n , we d o n ' t . So t h e r e a r e d e f i n i t e l y 

a p o s s i b i l i t y o f c o s t s a v i n g s t h e r e . 

MR. SMITH: 

Thank y o u , g e n t l e m e n . 

MR. S T R E L I S H : 

I ' d j u s t l i k e t o a d d , b e c a u s e I d o n ' t 

t h i n k p e o p l e h e a r d any o f o u r e m p l o y e e s , I d o n ' t t h i n k 

t h e r e w i l l be a l a y o f f . We w i l l be s h u t t l i n g o u r 

e m p l o y e e s t o d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i o n s . F o r e x a m p l e , a t 

LCTA t h e y d o n ' t h a v e any human r e s o u r c e s p e r s o n , and 

o f c o u r s e we c a n add t h a t i n . The f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t 

i s t e l l i n g us now t h a t we n e e d an e q u a l e m p l o y m e n t 

o p p o r t u n i t y p e r s o n t o do d a i l y w o r k . So a g a i n , we c a n 

s h u f f l e t h e s t a f f a r o u n d . T h a t way we won't h a v e t o 

l ay a n y o n e o f f , and I t h i nk t h e s t a f f t h a t we h a v e , 

Bob and I , and R e n e e , a r e l o o k i ng a t i t c l os e l y and 

t h e empl o y e e s t h a t we h a v e a r e d e f i n i t e l y c a p a b l e o f 

m o v i ng i n t o d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i ons w i t h i n t h i s 

r e g i o n a l i z a t i on, h o p e f u l l y when t h i s r e g i o n a l i z a t i on 

p l a n becomes a r e a l i t y . 

MR. SMITH: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 



Okay. Thank you v e r y much, g e n t l e m e n . 

Thank you v e r y much. Thank y o u . Okay, o u r f r i e n d s 

f rom t h e A m e r i c a n C o n c r e t e P a v i ng As s o c i a t i on a r e 

n e x t . Raymond S e i p p , v i c e p r e s i d e n t o f m a r k e t i n g , 

p r o m o t i o n s and g o v e r n m e n t a f f a i r s f o r B u z z i - U n i c e m , 

USA. Mr. K e n n e t h S m i t h , manager o f e n g i n e e r i n g , no 

r e l a t i o n , I d o n ' t t h i n k . And a l s o Mr. J o h n B e c k e r i s 

h e r e . I saw J o h n . I f y o u ' d l i k e t o come f o r w a r d . 

J o h n ' s a r e g u l a r a t o u r h e a r i n g s . F i v e m i n u t e s , 

g e n t l e m e n . You may p r o c e e d when y o u ' r e r e a d y . 

MR. SMITH: 

Members o f t h e Hous e T r a n s p o r t a t i on and 

P o l i c y C o m m i t t e e s , g o o d a f t e r n o o n . My name i s K e n n e t h 

S mi t h , and I am t h e manager o f e n g i n e e r i ng, f o r m e r l y 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r e n v i r o n m e n t a l a f f a i r s a t t h e Buz z i -

U n i cem cement manuf a c t u r i ng p l a n t l o c a t e d i n 

S t o c k e r t o w n , P e n n s y l v a n i a . W i t h me t o d a y . 
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MR. SMITH: 

I s t h a t b e t t e r ? W i t h me t o d a y i s Mr. Ray 

S e i pp, who i s o u r v i ce p r e s i d e n t o f m a r k e t i ng, 

p r o m o t i o n and g o v e r n m e n t a l a f f a i r s . My company i s 

a l s o r e p r e s e n t e d on t h e B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s o f t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a c h a p t e r o f t h e A m e r i c a n C o n c r e t e P a v e m e n t 

A s s o c i a t i o n . 



The P e n n s y l v a n i a cement i ndus t r y p r o d u c e s 

P o r t l and c e m e n t , a commodi t y whos e p r i mary c o m p o n e n t , 

l i mes t o n e , i s p l e n t i f u l and r e a d i l y mi n e d i n o u r 

s t a t e . Cement, w h i c h when m i x e d w i t h s a n d , r o c k s and 

w a t e r , makes c o n c r e t e . One c o u l d s a y t h a t cement i s 

t o c o n c r e t e what f l o u r i s t o c a k e , t h e p r i mary 

i n g r e d i e n t . 

E a c h y e a r P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s e i g h t cement 

p l a n t s m a n u f a c t u r e o v e r e i g h t m i l l i o n t o n s o f c e m e n t . 

T h a t ' s e n o u g h cement t o b u i l d a f o u r - l a n e r o a d f r o m 

S c r a n t o n t o San F r a n c i s c o . P e n n s y l v a n i a i s t h e t h i r d 

l a r g e s t p r o d u c e r o f cement i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w i t h 

o v e r f o u r mi l l i on t o n s t y p i c a l l y e x p o r t e d o u t o f t h e 

s t a t e a n n u a l l y . 

The p r o c e s s es t h a t a r e us ed t o 

manuf a c t u r e cement h a v e i m p r o v e d g r e a t l y i n r e c e n t 

y e a r s . The cement i n d u s t r y i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

c o n s umes a l mos t o n e - t h i r d l es s e n e r g y p e r t o n o f 

cement t h a n i t d i d 35 y e a r s a go. Today t h e cement 

i n d u s t r y a c c o u n t s f o r o n l y 1.5 p e r c e n t o f man-made 

c a r b o n d i o x i d e g r e e n h o u s e gas e m i s s i o n s . T h i s i m p a c t 

i s r e d u c e d e v e n f u r t h e r when you c o n s i d e r t h a t 92 

p e r c e n t o f t h e v o l ume o f c o n c r e t e i s c o m p r i s ed o f 

m a t e r i a l s w i t h a v e r y l o w c a r b o n f o o t p r i n t . H o w e v e r , 

we won't r e s t t h e r e and we w i l l c o n t i n u e t o f u r t h e r 



r e d u c e o u r i mpact on t h e e n v i r o n m e n t w i t h new 

t e c h n o l o g i e s and i n n o v a t i v e m a n u f a c t u r i n g p r o c e s s e s . 

The cement i ndus t r y i s commi t t e d t o a c h i e v i ng an 

a d d i t i o n a l r e d u c t i on i n e n e r g y c o n s u m p t i on o f t e n 

p e r c e n t by t h e y e a r 2020. 

H e r c u l es Cement Company, d o i ng bus i n es s 

as Buz z i - U n i cem, US A, has b e e n manuf a c t u r i ng cement i n 

S t o c k e r t o w n s i n c e 1918. Our company p r o v i d e s g o o d and 

h i gh p a y i ng u n i on j obs and n o n - u n i on j obs f o r a l mos t 

2 0 0 p e o p l e a t t h i s p l a n t and a t o u r c o r p o r a t e o f f i ce 

i n B e t h l e h e m . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e d o w n t u r n i n t h e 

economy has r e s u l t e d i n l es s us e o f c o n c r e t e f o r b o t h 

p u b l i c and p r i v a t e s e c t o r w o r k . C o n c r e t e p r o d u c t 

manuf a c t u r e s and c o n t r a c t o r s h a v e b e e n f o r c e d t o 

r e d u c e t h e i r work f o r c e s . O v e r t h e p a s t t h r e e y e a r s 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e p e o p l e t h a t my company 

p r e v i ous l y empl o y e d d i r e c t l y o r u n d e r d i r e c t c o n t r a c t 

w i t h us h a v e l o s t t h e i r j o b s . 

B e c a u s e o f t h i s e c o n o m i c d o w n t u r n we h a v e 

a l s o p u t on h o l d two c a p i t a l i mprovement p r o j e c t s 

t o t a l i ng $ 4 0 mi l l i on t o m o d e r n i z e o u r S t o c k e r t o w n 

p l a n t . T h e s e p r o j e c t s , when c o m p l e t e d , w i l l a l l o w us 

t o i mprove o p e r a t i ng e f f i c i e n c i es by c o n s t r u c t i ng a 

new cement g r i n d i ng mi l l , and t o i mprove e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

f e a t u r e s by a l l o w i ng us , f o r e x a m p l e, t o t a k e 



a d v a n t a g e o f a l t e r n a t i ve f u e l b u r n i ng by c o n s umi ng 

o v e r a h a l f a mi l l i on s c r a p t i r e s a n n u a l l y t h a t w o u l d 

o t h e r w i s e w i n d up i n l a n d f i l l s . 

The members o f t h e c o n c r e t e p a v i ng and 

cement i ndus t r i es , as members o f t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i on 

Cons t r u c t i on I ndus t r i es , and t h e K e y s t o n e C o a l i t i on, 

s u p p o r t a $4.8 b i l l i o n a n n u a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e p r o g r a m t o a d d r e s s unmet i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

n e e d s . The i n d u s t r y s u p p o r t s t r a d i t i o n a l and 

i n n o v a t i v e m e t h o d s t o s o l v e t h i s f u n d i n g c r i s i s . 

T h i s l e v e l o f i n v e s t m e n t w i l l i n c r e a s e 

t h e demand f o r c o n s t r u c t i on m a t e r i a l s s u c h as c e m e n t , 

and w i l l a l l ow us and o t h e r c o m p a n i es t o more r a p i d l y 

i n v e s t i n c l e a r and more e f f i c i e n t e q u i pment and 

t e c h n o l o g i es , and w i l l p u t p e o p l e b a c k t o work and i t 

w i l l r e s t o r e t h e e c o n o m i c h e a l t h o f t h e Commonwealth. 

Thank you f o r g i v i n g me t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y . I 

w o u l d be h a p p y t o a n s w e r any q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e E d d i e 

Pas h i ns k i 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

Thank y o u , J o h n , and t h a n k y o u , Mr. 

C h a i r m a n . I b e l i e v e you w i l l h e a r when I a s k t h e 

s e c r e t a r y r e l a t i ve t o c o s t , and t h a t t h e r e was an 8 0 



p e r c e n t s p i ke i n t h e c o s t o f r o a d p r o d u c t i on and 

r e p a i r and r e s u r f a c i n g . B u t how has t h e f o r m u l a f o r 

m a k i ng cement c h a n g e d s i n c e 1 9 1 8 ? 

MR. SMITH: 

The f o r m u l a i s p r e t t y b a s i c . The p r o b l e m 

t h a t we h a v e now i s t h e c o s t o f f u e l f o r o u r t r u c k s , 

c o s t o f f u e l s t o b u r n o u r k i l n s . We b u r n p e t r o l e u m 

c o k e i n o u r k i l n s . We u s e e l e c t r i c i t y t o g r i n d o u r 

c e m e n t , g r i n d o u r raw m a t e r i a l s , g r i n d o u r l i m e s t o n e . 

T h o s e p r i c e s h a v e s k y r o c k e t e d . Up u n t i l r e c e n t l y 

we've b e e n a b l e t o make a p r o f i t m a k i n g t h i s m a t e r i a l . 

And l as t y e a r was p r e t t y t o u g h and t h i s y e a r was 

e q u a l l y as t o u g h . The p r i c e s a r e a c t u a l l y c o m i n g down 

f o r o u r p r o d u c t s . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

T h a t ' s where I was g o i n g w i t h t h e l a s t 

t i m e we t a l k e d . And i n no way am I t r y i n g t o s u g g e s t 

t h a t p r i c e s a r e o v e r - i n f l a t e d , b u t t h a t 8 0 p e r c e n t 

s p i k e , t h e f u e l c o s t s h a v e n ' t r i s e n 80 p e r c e n t , h a v e 

t h e y ? 

MR. SMITH: 

I ' d h a v e t o l o o k . S i n c e 1918 t h e y h a v e , 

b u t t h e y ' v e . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

I'm t a l k i n g a b o u t o v e r t h e l a s t , y o u 



know, f i v e y e a r s , t e n y e a r s o r s o . 

U N I D E N T I F I E D SPEAKER: 

One o f t h e t h i n g s t h e US D e p a r t m e n t o f 

L a b o r h as a p r o d u c e r p r i ce i n dex where t h e y t r a c k 

p r i ce p e r u n i t s and you s ee s ome v a r i ous c o n s t r u c t i on 

c o m m o d i t i e s . And what t h e y h a v e r e p o r t e d i s t h a t 

s i n c e t h e y e a r 2 0 0 2 we h a v e s een an a v e r a g e l es s t h a n 

a f i ve p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e p e r y e a r f o r t h e c o s t o f 

c o n c r e t e and c o n c r e t e p r o d u c t s . T h a t ' s a l i t t l e b i t 

more t h a n c o n s umer p r i ce i n d e x , b u t t h e mai n r e a s on 

f o r t h e i n c r e a s e i n t h e c o n c r e t e and cement c o s t s i s 

r e a l l y r e l a t e d t o t h e e n e r g y n e c e s s a r y t o manuf a c t u r e 

c e m e n t . So i t i s a l i t t l e h i g h e r t h a n t h e c o n s u m e r 

p r i ce i n d e x , b u t when you l ook a t how t h e p r i ce o f 

c o n c r e t e m a t e r i a l s compare w i t h t h e CPI , i t p a r a l l e l s 

t h a t g r a p h v e r y c l o s e l y . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

I s t h e r e much o f a d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e 

p r i ce r e l a t i ve t o v o l ume o f p u r c h a s e? I n o t h e r w o r d s , 

a y a r d o f c e m e n t , t h e r e was a t i me y o u c o u l d g e t i t 

f o r $50, t h e r e was a t i m e y o u c o u l d g e t i t f o r $90. 

What i s a y a r d o f cement t o d a y ? 

MR. SMITH: 

W e l l , t h e r e ' s no q u e s t i o n t h a t i t ' s a 

s u p p l y and demand s i t u a t i o n . We're c a p a b l e o f m a k i n g 



a m i l l i o n t o n s o f p r o d u c t . I t w i l l p r o b a b l y o n l y 

make, I ' d s a y , 100,000 t h i s y e a r . A l l t h e cement 

manuf a c t u r e r s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a a r e h u n t i ng f o r v o l ume, 

I g u e s s , and p r i c e s h a v e e r o d e d . Y e s , s i r . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

Has t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l demand a l s o 

d i mi n i s hed? 

MR. SMITH: 

Y e s , s i r , i t h a s . E v e r y t h i n g s l o w e d 

down. Our company i s an i n t e r n a t i o n a l company. One 

o f o u r b r i g h t s p o t s i n 2008 was E a s t e r n E u r o p e . I t 

had n o t h i n g t o do w i t h u s , b u t E a s t e r n E u r o p e . W e l l , 

E a s t e r n E u r o p e s l o w e d down, t o o . We d i d n ' t h a v e any 

b r i g h t s p o t s . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

Of t h o s e , I b e l i e v e y o u r t e s t i m o n y s a i d 

e i g h t c o m p a n i es a r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a? 

MR. SMITH: 

Y e s , s i r . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

And we're v e r y p l e a s e d t o h a v e y o u , and I 

mean t h a t s i n c e r e l y . A r e t h e y P e n n s y l v a n i a owned o r 

a r e t h e y f o r e i gn owned? 

MR. SMITH: 

Over 65 p e r c e n t o f t h e cement i n d u s t r i e s 



a r e owned by i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m p a n i e s . T h e r e a r e no 

P e n n s y l v a n i a o w n e r s t o my k n o w l e d g e . Okay, A r m s t r o n g 

Cement. 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

C o u l d y o u p o s s i b l y g i ve me an e x p l a n a t i on 

why, es p e c i a l l y when t h e demand i s s o g r e a t , why 

P e n n s y l v a n i a w o u l d n ' t h a v e i t s own c o m p a n i e s ? 

MR. SMITH: 

I'm s o r r y , what was t h e q u e s t i o n ? 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

My q u e s t i o n i s , why w o u l d n ' t P e n n s y l v a n i a 

c o m p a n i e s own and make cement r a t h e r t h a n I'm 

as s umi ng t h e y s o l d o u t t o f o r e i gn c o m p a n i es ? 

MR. SMITH: 

Y e s , s i r . T h e r e ' s b e e n a l o t o f 

a c q u i s i t i o n o v e r t h e l a s t 30 y e a r s . Q u i t e f r a n k l y 

f o r e i g n c o m p a n i e s were l o o k i n g i n t o t h e US. I t was a 

s t a b l e d o l l a r , g o o d i n v e s t m e n t s . L o c a l l y owned f i r m s , 

i t ' s a v e r y c a p i t a l i n t e n s i v e b u s i n e s s , b u t t h e y s o l d 

. I mean, e v e r y t h i n g s t a y e d t h e same, I g u e s s . 

MR. P A S H I N S K I : 

I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t . Thank you v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u . C h a i r m a n M i k e S t u r l a . 

MR. STURLA: 



Thank y o u . One q u i c k q u e s t i o n . As I 

u n d e r s t a n d i t , t h e cement i ndus t r y i s p r e t t y e n e r g y 

i n t e n s i v e . Does t h e M a r c e l l u s S h a l e p r o s p e c t o f l o w 

c o s t s f o r gas , d o e s t h a t p r o v i de any hope on t h e 

h o r i z o n t h a t , you know, i f you p u t y o u r cement 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g k i l n on t o p o f a gas w e l l , t h e r e ' s no 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on c o s t s and you l i g h t t h e s u c k e r up and 

s t a r t m a k i ng cement p r e t t y c h e a p ? 

MR. SMITH: 

W e l l , we h a v e n ' t i n v e s t i g a t e d t h a t . We'd 

h a v e t o l o o k a t t h e c o s t o f BTU and w h a t n o t . I know 

s ome p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y , hen gas was c h e a p y e a r s 

ago, d e c a d e s ago, t h e y d i d f i r e w i t h g a s . Some p e o p l e 

u s e d o i l when o i l was c h e a p . We u s e d t o r u n w i t h 

c o a l . C o a l c o s t s went t h r o u g h t h e r o o f so now w e're 

u s i n g p e t r o l e u m c o k e . W e ' l l p r o b a b l y i n v e s t i g a t e 

t h a t . T h e r e ' s no t h o u g h t s o r p l a n s f o r t h a t r i g h t 

now. 

MR. STURLA: 

A l l r i g h t . One o f t h e t h i n g s we t a l k e d 

a b o u t a t one o f o u r M a r c e l l us S h a l e h e a r i ngs was t h a t 

i t s eemed t o make s ens e t o a t t r a c t i ndus t r i es h e r e t o 

P e n n s y l v a n i a t h a t us ed a l o t o f e n e r g y b e c a u s e t h e y 

c o u l d n o t g e t i t h e r e c h e a p e r t h a n t h e y c o u l d any 

p l a c e e l s e b e c a u s e a l o t o f t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i on c o s t s 



and i f most o f y o u r p a r t i c u l a r l y h e a v y m a t e r i a l i s 

b e i ng s o l d i n t h e n o r t h e a s t and one o f t h e h i gh 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f p o p u l a t i o n , and you d o n ' t h a v e t o 

t r a n s p o r t t h e e n e r g y t o t h e r e e i t h e r . I t seemed l i k e 

a p r e t t y g o o d day so we c a n p u t some t h i n g s t o g e t h e r . 

U N I D E N T I F I E D SPEAKER: 

Y e a h . I g u e s s t h e p r i m a r y r e a s o n y o u 

l o c a t e a cement p l a n t c l os e t o t h e raw m a t e r i a l , 

l i m e s t o n e , g e n e r a l l y i n 90 p e r c e n t o f t h e c a s e s y o u ' r e 

m i n i n g r i g h t t h e r e n e x t d o o r t o t h e l a n d . H o p e f u l l y 

you h a v e r e s e r v e s f o r a g o o d many y e a r s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, g e n t l e m e n , t h a n k y o u . Thank you 

v e r y much. I a p p r e c i a t e i t . Okay. N e x t , 

P e n n s y l v a n i a H i ghway I n f o r m a t i on As s o c i a t i on, PHI A, 

Mr. B a r r y S c h o c h . And w i t h h i m i s J a s o n Wagner, 

d i r e c t o r o f p o l i cy and human r e l a t i ons f rom t h e 

A s s o c i a t e d P e n n s y l v a n i a C o n s t r u c t o r s , APC. And w i t h 

t h e PBC, Mr. Dave P a t t i . G e n t l e m e n , f i v e m i n u t e s , and 

you may p r o c e e d when y o u ' r e r e a d y . 

MR. SCHOCH: 

Good a f t e r n o o n . Thank you f o r h a v i n g u s . 

A g a i n my name i s B a r r y S c h o c h , p r e s i d e n t o f PHI A, and 

t h e r e ' s J a s o n Wagner, d i r e c t o r o f PHIA. What I ' d l i k e 

t o do t o d a y i s t a l k t o you a b o u t a l i t t l e b i t 



d i f f e r e n t t h a n what y o u ' v e b e e n h e a r i n g . Y o u ' v e h e a r d 

c e r t a i n l y t h r o u g h o u t t h e s e h e a r i ngs a b o u t t h e n e e d s 

f o r i n v e s t m e n t a b o u t t h e number o f p r o j e c t s t h a t h a v e 

b e e n d e f e r r e d . 

I ' d l i k e t o t a l k t o y o u a b o u t o u r 

p e r s p e c t i v e o f t h e n e e d f o r a c t i o n i m m e d i a t e l y . We 

u r g e y o u and y o u r c o l l e a g u e s t o t a k e a c t i on 

i m m e d i a t e l y on t h i s p r e s s i n g i s s u e . And I ' v e b r o u g h t 

t h r e e g r a p h i c s w h i c h a r e p a r t o f y o u r h a n d o u t , and 

I ' l l r e f e r t o t h o s e . 

F i r s t o f a l l I'm g o i n g t o t a l k a l i t t l e 

b i t and l ook b a c k w a r d s i n h i s t o r y a b o u t how we g o t t o 

t h i s p r o b l e m . And t h e g r a p h i c we p r o v i d e d d i s c u s s e d 

t h e r e d , y e l l o w , o r a n g e c o l o r s . I t d e s c r i b e s t h e 

h i s t o r y o f u n d e r i n v e s t m e n t . I'm c e r t a i n t h a t when t h e 

t a x r e p o r t came o u t t h e r e were a l o t o f e y e b r o w s 

r a i s e d as t o how we c o u l d h a v e a $3.5 b i l l i o n 

s h o r t f a l l when we h a v e a $4 b i l l i o n p r o g r a m . And how 

we g o t t h a t was u n d e r i n v e s t m e n t f o r t h e l a s t 20 y e a r s . 

The g r a p h i c we p r o v i d e d y o u s hows t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e 

gas t a x i n P e n n s y l v a n i a and t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t 

f r o m t h e 1950s t o c u r r e n t l e v e l s . 

And i t s hows t h e gas t a x , b u t t h e s t a t e 

l e v e l and f e d e r a l l e v e l h a v e n o t b e e n k e p t up w i t h 

i n f l a t i o n . And t h e gap, i f you w i l l , o f $3.5 b i l l i o n 



i s t h e t a x we i d e n t i f i ed has b e e n b u i l d i ng f o r t h e 

l as t 2 0 y e a r s , a c t u a l l y t h e l as t 3 0 y e a r s , s i n c e t h e 

1 9 8 0 s . 

H i s t o r i c a l l y t h e s y s t e m t h a t w e're 

t a l k i ng a b o u t r e b u i l d i ng t o d a y was b u i l t i n t h e 1 9 6 0 s 

and 1 9 7 0 s . M o t o r i s t s were a s k e d t o pay a b o u t a t h i r d 

o f t h e p r i c e o f a g a l l o n o f g a s . H a v i n g k e p t t h a t 

c u r r e n t , we c o u l d pay a b o u t a 9.5 c e n t s p e r g a l l o n o f 

gas i n t a x e s , e x c e p t t o d a y we c h a r g e a b o u t 2 0 p e r c e n t 

i n t h e p e r g a l l o n i n t a x e s . So t h e $3.5 b i l l i o n 

p r o b l em, a h o l e we n e e d t o f i l l , h as b e e n b u i l d i ng f o r 

t h e l a s t 30 y e a r s . 

S o h a v i ng h a d a l i t t l e b i t o f a l ook a t 

t h e h i s t o r y o f how we g o t t h e r e , I want t o t a l k a b o u t 

g o i ng f o r w a r d and t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t a k i ng no a c t i on 

and n o t t a k i n g i m m e d i a t e a c t i o n . And we t a l k e d a l o t 

a b o u t i n f l a t i o n t o d a y , f o r g o o d r e a s o n . T h e r e ' s b e e n 

h i gh i n f l a t i on and e v e n us i ng a t h r e e p e r c e n t 

i n f l a t i on, l o o k i ng f o r w a r d t o t h e n e x t t e n y e a r s , 

means t h a t one d o l l a r t o d a y w i l l by you 7 4 c e n t s w o r t h 

o f c o n s t r u c t i o n i n t e n y e a r s . 

B u t t h e r e a r e two o t h e r t h i ngs b e y o n d 

i n f l a t i on t h a t a r e g o i ng t o e r o d e t h e M o t o r L i c e n s e 

F u n d . I t ' s t h e a b i l i t y t o f u n d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n l o o k i n g 

f o r w a r d . One i s s o m e t h i n g I h e a r d R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 



S t u r l a b r o u g h t up, w h i c h was P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e 

P o l i c e . 

The s e c o n d g r a p h i c I ' d l i k e y o u t o l o o k 

a t i s a c h a r t t h a t s hows t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i ce as a p a r t o f t h e M o t o r 

L i c e n s e F u n d , t h e c o s t s t h a t make up t h e M o t o r L i c e n s e 

F u n d o f t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e . No one o b j e c t s 

t o t h e n e e d f o r t h e s t a t e p o l i ce p a t r o l , how t h e 

e f f e c t on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f i n a n c e c a n n o t be i g n o r e d . 

I f y o u l ook h i s t o r i c a l l y f rom 1 9 9 0 i t was 

a l i t t l e l e s s t h a n $200 m i l l i o n . I n 2000 t h e c o s t o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i ce o u t o f t h e M o t o r L i c e n s e 

F u n d was $317 m i l l i o n . I n 2010 t h a t h a s grown t o $535 

m i l l i o n . We l o o k f o r w a r d t o t h e n e x t t e n y e a r s a t t h e 

same r a t e o f g r o w t h , i t w i l l grow t o $903 m i l l i o n . 

T h a t i s a $400 m i l l i o n o r $370 m i l l i o n r e d u c t i o n 

o f b u y i ng power f rom t h e M o t o r L i c e n s e F u n d , m e a n i ng 

t h e f u n d t h a t y o u ' r e a l l o c a t i n g f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

w i l l be r e d u c e d e f f e c t i v e l y by $ 3 7 0 mi l l i on i n t h e 

n e x t t e n y e a r s f o r t h e M o t o r L i c e n s e F u n d us es 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n by P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e c o s t s . 

T h a t ' s a n o t h e r r e a s o n f o r a e a g e r l y 

c a p i t a l e v e n t , o r a s h i f t i n g, o r a c a l l f o r a c t i on t o 

r e p l a c e t h o s e f u n d s f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . The t h i r d 

t h i n g I ' d l i k e t o draw y o u r a t t e n t i o n t o i s what we 



c a l l t h e l a y e r c a k e , w h i c h i s t h e l a y e r s o f f u n d i ng 

t h a t e x i s t t o d a y w i t h t h e gap s hown f rom t h e 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t . T h a t gap i s 

w h a t ' s shown i n t h e y e l l o w o r o r a n g e c o l o r . 

T h e r e ' s a t h i r d f a c t o r t h a t ' s g o i n g t o 

e r o d e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f i n a n c e , Cap A ( p h o n e t i c ) 

s t a n d a r d s . The f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t h a s p a s s e d 

l e g i s l a t i on, e n e r g y l e g i s l a t i on, t h a t r e q u i r e s t h e 

a v e r a g e f l e e t mi l es p e r g a l l on t o i n c r e a s e by 4 0 

p e r c e n t by 2016. What t h a t means i s , f r o m an e n e r g y 

p e r s p e c t i v e , and no one a r g u e s t h i s , i t ' s g o o d f o r t h e 

e n v i r o n m e n t , t h i s i s g o o d f o r o u r j ob c r e a t i on and 

e n e r g y and i t ' s g o o d f o r r e d u c i n g o u r r e l i a n c e on 

f o r e i g n f u e l s . 

How e v e r , when we a c h i eve t h o s e Cap A 

s t a n d a r d s as a n a t i on, we w i l l c o n s ume l es s gas o l i ne 

f o r e v e r y m i l e t h a t ' s t r a v e l e d , and t h a t ' s a goo d 

t h i n g . H o w e v e r , f r o m t h e p e r s p e c t i v e o f t h e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on f i n a n c e , i t means t h a t f o r e v e r y 

v e h i c l e mi l e t r a v e l e d , we w i l l c o l l e c t l es s gas o l i ne 

t a x e s a t t h e pump f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n u s e s . I f y ou 

c a l c u l a t e t h e e f f e c t o f t h e Cap A s t a n d a r d s on M o t o r 

L i c e n s e F u n d , i n t e n y e a r s i t w i l l r e d u c e t h e M o t o r 

L i c e n s e F u n d r e v e n u e s by $ 4 7 0 mi l l i on, and t h a t 

i n c l u d e s an as s u m p t i on o f a one p e r c e n t p e r y e a r 



g r o w t h i n v e h i c l e m i l e s t r a v e l e d . 

S o a g a i n, y o u h a v e a p o l i c y , a n a t i o n a l 

e n e r g y p o l i c y , t h a t ' s g o i n g t o a f f e c t y o u r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f i n a n c e s . So on b e h a l f o f PHIA t o d a y , 

you w o u l d u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e r e s u l t s o f t h e s e 

h e a r i n g s y o u ' r e t a k i n g b a c k t o y o u r c o l l e a g u e s and 

t h a t a c t i on i s t a k e n now f o r t h e n e e d s t h a t e x i s t , 

t h a t a r e b e i ng unmet and i n t h e p l a n n e d e r o s i on o f t h e 

c u r r e n t f i n a n c e s o u r c e s g o i n g f o r w a r d . We t h a n k y o u 

f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o p r e s e n t t o d a y and we w o u l d 

welcome any q u e s t i o n s t h a t y o u h a v e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank y o u , B a r r y . Now we u r g e o u r 

members t o t a k e a l o o k a t t h e s e g r a p h s . T h e y ' r e v e r y 

v i s u a l and I t h i nk p o r t r a y t h e p r o b l em i n a k i nd o f 

s n a p s h o t v e r s i o n o f where we a r e and why we're r e a l l y 

h e r e t o d a y . C h a i r m a n G e i s t ? 

MR. GEIST: 

Thank y o u v e r y much, C h a i r m a n . One 

q u e s t i o n t h a t I h a v e t h a t y o u d i d n ' t a d d r e s s , w e're 

r e a l l y c o n c e r n e d a t t h e s t a t e l e v e l w i t h t h e n o n -

r e m o v a l o f s a f e t y mood. And you d o n ' t h a v e a s l i d e 

made up t h a t s hows l ack o f f e d e r a l f unds and 

p r o j e c t i ons i n a n o t h e r t h r e e - m o n t h , n i n e - m o n t h 

e x t e n s i o n we h a v e no c l u e what we're g e t t i n g . 



U N I D E N T I F I E D SPEAKER: 

I t ' s a r e a l p r o b l e m . And u n f o r t u n a t e l y 

my f i v e - m i n u t e t i c k e r was g o i ng o f f s o I h a d t o a b i de 

by t h e r u l e s and n o t c o v e r t h a t t o p i c . H o w e v e r , 

y o u ' r e r i g h t , t h e f e d e r a l f e e ( p h o n e t i c ) a u t h o r i z a t i o n 

h a s b e e n b a s i c a l l y d e f e r r e d s e v e r a l t i mes and o u r 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g f r o m v i s i t i n g W a s h i n g t o n , DC i s i t ' s n o t 

p r o m i s i ng r e l a t i ve t o t h e r e a u t h o r i z a t i on l o o k i ng 

f o r w a r d . The Obama a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s o p p o s e d t o a gas 

t a x . T h e r e a r e a number o f s t r o n g v o i c e s o f c o n t e s t 

f rom t h e Commi t t e e o p pos ed t o o t h e r m e t h o d s o f 

f i n a n c e . And as a r e s u l t , t h e r e ' s g r i d l o c k down t h e r e 

r e l a t i v e t o c o m i n g up w i t h a r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n . 

S o s t a t e s l i ke P e n n s y l v a n i a a r e f a c e d 

w i t h an unknown. What's g o i n g t o h a p p e n w i t h a s i x -

y e a r r e a u t h o r i z a t i on when t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t s eems 

q u i t e h a p p y t o do o n e - y e a r r e a u t h o r i z a t i ons on c u r r e n t 

f u n d i ng l e v e l s ? I t h i nk t h a t f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a t o r e l y 

on t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t r i g h t now w o u l d be v e r y 

r i s k y . As we a l l w e l l know, we t r y t o r e l y on them 

f o r a p p r o v a l on I n t e r s t a t e 80, w h i c h was n o t a p p r o v e d . 

They a l s o h a v e n o t b e e n w o r k i ng on r e a u t h o r i z a t i on 

and t h e y h a v e b e e n t h e ones who p a s s t h e Cap A 

s t a n d a r d s w h i c h a r e p l a n n e d e r o s i on o f o u r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f i n a n c e s . So a g a i n , w i t h g o o d r e a s o n 



f o r p a s s i ng Cap A s t a n d a r d s , b u t no e n f o r c e d a c t i on on 

r e a u t h o r i z a t i on on f u n d i ng s u p p o r t t o o f f s e t t h a t 

c o s t . 

I am n o t o p t i m i s t i c t h a t w e ' l l g e t a 

r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n t o o c c u r . The b e s t window we p o s s i b l y 

h a v e mi g h t be t h i s y e a r a f t e r t h e e l e c t i ons o r e a r l y 

n e x t s p r i n g , b u t t h a t window i s v e r y s m a l l and t h e r e ' s 

n o t a l o t o f o p t i mi s m i n DC t h a t s o m e t h i ng w i l l 

a c t u a l l y o c c u r . 

MR. GEIST: 

Okay . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e C a r r o l l . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . I s h a r e y o u r 

v i ew c o m p l e t e l y, t h a t we h a v e t o do s o m e t h i ng w i t h t h e 

s t a t e p o l i c e f u n d i n g o u t o f a l l t h e . We n e e d g a s , 

we h a v e t o f i nd a way t o bas e t h a t $ 5 0 0 mi l l i on 

o b l i g a t i on f rom t h e M o t o r L i c e n s e F u n d o v e r t o t h e 

g e n e r a l f i nd, d e s p i t e t h e c h a l l e n g e s we h a v e w i t h t h e 

g e n e r a l f u n d . I t ' s a go o d p o l i c y , i t ' s s m a r t f o r o u r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I'm l o o k i n g a t s o m e t h i n g t h a t we h a v e 

t o e m b r a c e as maybe a new i d e a i n t h e c o m p r e h e n s i ve 

p a c k a g e t o s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m s . So t h a n k y o u f o r 

b r i n g i n g up t h a t i s s u e . Thank y o u . 



U N I D E N T I F I E D SPEAKER 

T h a n k s f o r y o u r comments. A g a i n , we a l s o 

w a n t e d t o t a k e i t t o l ook f o r w a r d , n o t j us t t h e $ 5 0 0 

m i l l i o n , b u t i f i t ' s n o t u n a d d r e s s e d , what w o u l d 

h a p p e n t o PennDOT's b u d g e t . So I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r 

i n t e r e s t i n i t and comments. 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Ken S m i t h . 

MR. SMITH: 

Thank y o u , g e n t l e m e n . Thank y o u , 

g e n t l e m e n . I f I c o u l d p i g g y b a c k on what 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve C a r r o l l i s s a y i ng, what i s t h e d r i v i ng 

c o s t f o r t h e s t a t e p o l i c e ? 

U N I D E N T I F I E D SPEAKER: 

As t o t h e c o m b i n a t i on o f g r o w t h and 

number o f t r o o p e r s and t h e c o s t o f b o t h t h e l a b o r and 

t h e e q u i p m e n t , t h e s t a f f , so i t ' s b e e n a c o m b i n a t i o n 

o f b o t h . T h e r e has b e e n a s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e i n t h e 

number o f t r o o p e r s o v e r t h e l a s t t e n y e a r s . I'm n o t 

an e x p e r t on t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i ce b u t I know 

t h e b e s t p a r t p e r h a p s . B u t i t w a s n ' t an i n c r e a s e 

i n number and t h e o p e r a t o r ' s c o s t o f t h e PA S t a t e 

P o l i c e . 

MR. SMITH: 

Thank y o u . 



CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u . G e n t l e m e n , t h a n k y o u 

v e r y much, a p p r e c i a t e i t . N e x t we n e e d t o d o u b l e b a c k 

h e r e , Mr. M a r v i n M e t e e r , who's t h e B o a r d member w i t h 

t h e PSATS, A s s o c i a t i o n o f T o w n s h i p S u p e r v i s o r s . And I 

see Mr. H e r r i s w i t h h i m as w e l l . G e n t l e m e n , t h a n k 

you and f i v e m i n u t e s , p l e a s e . You may p r o c e e d when 

y o u ' r e r e a d y . Thank y o u . 

MR. METEER: 

Good a f t e r n o o n , C h a i rman M a r k o s ek and 

members o f t h e Hous e T r a n s p o r t a t i on Commi t t e e and t h e 

House o f D e m o c r a t i c and R e p u b l i c P o l i c y C o m m i t t e e s . 

My name i s M a r v i n M e t e e r . I'm a t o w n s h i p s u p e r v i s o r 

f o r W y a l us i ng Towns h i p i n B r a d f o r d C o u n t y and an 

e x e c u t i ve b o a r d member f o r t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e 

A s s o c i a t i o n o f T o w n s h i p S u p e r v i s o r s . A l o n g w i t h me 

t o d a y i s E l am H e r r , as s i s t a n t e x e c u t i ve d i r e c t o r f o r 

o u r A s s o c i a t i o n . And we t h a n k y o u f o r t h i s 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o be h e r e b e f o r e y o u . 

My p r e s e n t a t i on i s g o i ng t o be a c t u a l l y a 

s ummary o f t h e c o m p l e t e t e s t i mony t h a t h a s a l r e a d y 

b e e n g i v e n t o y o u . And I ' d a s k you t o a l s o be 

p r o v i d e d t h e s t a t e moni t o r e d p e r s p e c t i ve a t t h e May 

1 7 t h h e a r i n g w e ' l l be h a p p y t o b r i n g c o p i e s o f t h a t 

t e s t i m o n y t h e r e a l s o . 



The as s o c i a t i on b e l i e v e s t h a t l o c a l 

r o a d s , s t a t e h i ghways and mas s t r a n s i t c o m p r i s e a 

s i n g l e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n e t w o r k f o r t h e Commonwealth's 

t r a v e l i n g p u b l i c . P e n n s y l v a n i a has more t h a n 117,000 

t o t a l r o a d mi l es , and t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e s e a r e owned 

and mai n t a i n e d by l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t , i n c l u d i ng t h o s e i n 

D i s t r i c t 4. 

L o c a l g o v e r n m e n t a l s o mai n t a i ns more t h a n 

6 , 4 0 0 l o c a l b r i d g e s o v e r 2 0 f e e t , and t h o u s ands more 

b r i d g e s t h a t a r e l e s s t h a n 20 f e e t . T h e s e l o c a l r o a d s 

and b r i d g e s a r e a v i t a l l i nk i n o u r t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

n e t w o r k and p r o v i de c h i l d r e n w i t h s a f e t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

t o s c h o o l , w o r k e r s w i t h r e l i a b l e a c c e s s t o j o b s , 

p a t i e n t s w i t h t r a n s p o r t a t i on t o d o c t o r s and f a r m e r s 

w i t h t h e means t o move f ood t o c o n s umers a c r o s s t h e 

s t a t e and c o u n t r y . As s u c h , t h e A s s o c i a t i o n b e l i e v e s 

t h a t l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t i s an es s e n t i a l p a r t n e r t o t h e 

s t a t e i n m a i n t a i n i n g o u r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m . 

I n 2 0 0 8 , t h e muni c i p a l i t i es i n D i s t r i c t 4 

s p e n t $82.7 m i l l i o n on l o c a l r o a d s and b r i d g e s , y e t 

t h e y o n l y r e c e i v e d $20.4 m i l l i o n i n l i q u i d f u e l s 

f u n d s . D i s t r i c t 4 has 345 l o c a l b r i d g e s , o f w h i c h 46 

p e r c e n t a r e c u r r e n t l y p o s t e d w i t h a w e i g h t l i m i t . Of 

a l l l o c a l b r i d g e s i n D i s t r i c t 4, 15 p e r c e n t , t h a t ' s 51 

b r i d g e s , t h a t a r e p o s t e d a t t e n t o n s o r l es s , and 



a n o t h e r s e v e n p e r c e n t , 2 5 b r i d g e s , a r e c u r r e n t l y 

c l o s e d . 

L o c a l o f f i c i a l s h a v e b e e n s q u e e z i ng as 

much as p o s s i b l e o u t o f t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i on d o l l a r s f o r 

y e a r s . H o w e v e r , t h e i n c r e a s i n g p r i c e o f t h e e x p e n s i v e 

m a n d a t e s and d e c r e a s i ng i ncome a r e d r i v i ng o u r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m s t o a f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s . L o c a l 

r o a d s a r e v i t a l t o n o t o n l y D i s t r i c t 4 , b u t t o t h e 

e n t i r e Commonweal t h t r a n s p o r t a t i on n e t w o r k , and t h e s e 

l o c a l n e e d s a r e j u s t as i m p o r t a n t and a r e f r o m s t a t e . 

To g i ve y o u a f ew e x a m p l es o f 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on n e e d s i n D i s t r i c t 4 , and o f c o u r s e 

t h e r e a r e s ome a d d i t i o n a l e x a m p l es i n c l u d e d i n y o u r 

p r i n t e d v e r s i o n t h a t y o u h a v e r e c e i v e d . F e l l T o w n s h i p 

i n L a c k a w a n n a C o u n t y h as t r i ed s i n c e 2 0 0 0 t o r e p l a c e a 

o n e - l ane, 1 0 6 - y e a r - o l d b r i dge t h a t s e r v i c e s t h e n o r t h 

end o f C a r b o n d a l e I n d u s t r i a l P a r k . I t n e e d s $180,000 

i n r e p a i r s . A c o n c r e t e p l a n t l o c a t e d a t t h e p a r k 

p l a n s t o e x p a n d by a t l e a s t 25 j o b s t h i s y e a r . The 

t o w n s h i p h as a b o u t h a l f o f t h e n e e d e d f unds t o 

u n d e r t a k e t h i s b a d l y n e e d e d p r o j e c t . 

B u t l e r Towns h i p i n Luz e r n e C o u n t y h as two 

i m p o r t a n t r o a d w a y s i n n e e d o f r e s u r f a c i n g . The f i r s t 

i s a f i v e - m i l e s e c t i o n o f S t . J o h n s Road w h i c h s e r v e s 

as a maj o r e a s t-wes t c o n n e c t o r r o a d b e t w e e n S t a t e 



R o u t e 93 and S t a t e Road 309. The s e c t i o n i s a t w o -

mi l e s e c t i on o f t h e o l d T u r n p i ke r o u t e t h a t i s a maj o r 

c o n n e c t o r w i t h S u g a r l o a f Towns h i p, Conygaham B o r o u g h 

and B u t l e r Towns h i p i n Wi l k e s - B a r r e , t h e c o u n t y s e a t 

and m a j o r r e t a i l and e n t e r t a i n m e n t a r e a . 

And f i n a l l y, i n o u r D i s t r i c t 4 , i n 

W y a l us i ng Towns h i p we h a d t o remove a box c u l v e r t i n 

t h e v i l l age o f Camptown a f ew y e a r s ago b e c a u s e DEP 

d e t e r m i n e d t h a t i t was t o o s mal l t o h a n d l e t h e amount 

o f w a t e r a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e u n u s u a l l y h e a v y s t o r m s . 

DEP r e q u i r e d t h a t we p e r f orm an e n g i n e e r i ng s t u d y o f 

t h e two s i t e s , w h i c h we d i d, w i t h no a d d i t i o n a l 

f u n d i n g . The c u l v e r t was e v e n t u a l l y r e p l a c e d by 

a p p r o p r i a t e f o o t b r i dge b u i l d by E a g l e S c o u t s , and t h e 

t o w n s h i p r e p l a c e d t h e s t o n e a r c h w i t h a 6 0 - i n c h 

d i a m e t e r p i pe t o a l l ow a c c e s s f o r s c h o o l bus es and 

m a i l . Now o u r t o w n s h i p i s f a c e d w i t h a d d i t i o n a l 

m ai n t e n a n c e c o s t s due t o t h e d e v e l opment o f t h e 

M a r c e l l u s S h a l e . W h i l e we a r e p l e a s e d w i t h t h e 

r e s p o n s e o f t h e gas c o m p a n i es t o any damage t h e y 

c a u s e d , we do h a v e a d d i t i o n a l c o s t s . F o r e x a m p l e , I 

go o u t e v e r y day t o c h e c k on t h e r o a d s where t h e gas 

c o m p a n i e s a r e w o r k i n g . W h i l e I c h o o s e n o t t o be p a i d 

f o r my t i me o r r e c e i ve mi l e a g e , i t w o u l d c o n s i d e r a b l y 

i n c r e a s e o u r p a y r o l l i f we h a d t o h i r e an i ns p e c t o r t o 



p e r f o r m t h e s e d a i l y i n s p e c t i o n s . I n a d d i t i o n , i t has 

become i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t t o mow r o a d s i des t o 

m a i n t a i n o u r r o a d name s i g n s . 

The As s o c i a t i on b e l i e v e s t h a t l o c a l 

r o a d s , s t a t e h i ghways and mas s t r a n s i t c o m p r i s e a 

s i n g l e t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys tem and t h e Commonweal t h mus t 

mai n t a i n t h e p r e d i c a b l e and r e l i a b l e f u n d i ng m e t h o d 

f o r t h i s s y s t e m . PSATS has r e c o r d s s u p p o r t i n g t h e gas 

t a x , r e a l i g n i ng t h e c a p on t h e o i l f r a n c h i s e t a x , 

t y i n g P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s t r u c t u r e t o t h e 

c o n s umer p r i ce i n d e x , and t h e us e o f p u b l i c p r i v a t e 

p a r t n e r s h i ps , any s o l u t i on s h o u l d i n c l ude a t l e a s t a 

2 0 p e r c e n t l o c a l s h a r e o f r e s t r i c t e d a c c o u n t and 

l i n k i ng any t a x o r i n c r e a s es t o t h e c o n s umer p r i ce 

i n d e x . 

I n c l os i ng, we f e e l i t i s t i me f o r a c t i on 

t o be t a k e n now. And PSATS i s i n s u p p o r t o f t h e 

a c t i ons as l ong as l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t r e c e i v e s adamant 

f u n d i n g f o r i t s r o a d s and b r i d g e s . Thank you f o r t h i s 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y b e f o r e a l l o f you t o d a y , and we 

w o u l d be h a p p y t o ans wer any q u es t i ons t h a t you mi g h t 

h a v e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u . And I s a i d p u b l i c l y 

t h a t any s o l u t i on t h a t we h a v e t o o u r t r a n s p o r t a t i on 



f u n d i ng p r o b l ems has t o i n c l ude a s i g n i f i c a n t h e l p f o r 

l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s , as w e l l as a maj o r p o r t i on o f o u r 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e o u t t h e r e b e l ongs t o t h e l o c a l 

g o v e r n m e n t s , n o t a l l o f them, b u t a l o t o f them. And 

y o u ' v e s t r u g g l e d a l o n g j u s t l i k e e v e r y b o d y e l s e . And 

i f t h e r e i s g o i ng t o be a s o l u t i on, you n e e d t o be 

p a r t o f i t and y o u ' v e b e e n w i l l i n g t o s t e p f o r w a r d 

w i t h s ome o f t h e more u n p o p u l a r i s s ues i n s u p p o r t , and 

you a r e e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s a l s o , so t h a t ' s what I t h i n k 

i s so t e l l i n g a b o u t y o u r s t a t e m e n t h e r e t o d a y . 

C h a i r m a n G e i s t ? 

MR. G EIST: 

Y o u r t o w n s h i p, by t h e way, i s r e a l l y one 

o f t h e mos t b e a u t i f u l s p o t s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a, and I 

w o u l d c h a s e i t a l l o v e r . I n y o u r t o w n s h i p h a v e you 

e v e r done an i n v e n t o r y on s t r u c t u r e s u n d e r 2 0 f e e t 

--- ? I n y o u r t o w n s h i p h a v e you e v e r done an i n v e n t o r y 

o f s t r u c t u r e s u n d e r 2 0 f e e t t h a t you own? 

MR. METEER: 

We h a v e , y e a h , t h e same t e s t i m o n y . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Wi t h no e v i d e n c e o f r e a l p r o b l ems 

s t a t e w i d e f o r m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . Do you know how many 

t h e r e a r e , do you know t h a t a l o t o f them a r e i n r e a l 

b a d s h a p e ? 



MR. METEER: 

Uh-huh ( y e s ) . 

MR. GEIST: 

What do t h e y l o o k l i k e i n y o u r t o w n s h i p ? 

MR. METEER: 

You s a i d t h e s t r u c t u r e s u n d e r 20 f e e t ; i s 

t h a t what y o u ' r e i n t e r e s t e d i n ? 

MR. GEIST: 

Yes . 

MR. METEER: 

Tho s e s t r u c t u r e s a r e ones t h a t p r o b a b l y 

n e e d t h e most a t t e n t i o n . T h e y ' v e b e e n t h e r e f o r , I 

gues s as t h e y h a v e i n mos t t o w n s h i ps , f o r a v e r y l ong 

t i m e and s u f f e r e d a l o t o f d e t e r i o r a t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P h y l l i s Mundy. 

MS. MUNDY: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . H e l l o . Thank 

you g e n t l e m e n f o r y o u r t e s t i m o n y . I d o n ' t know i f you 

were h e r e e a r l i e r when I a d d r e s s ed PennDOT a b o u t t h e 

t o w n s h i p l o c a l r o a d s i s s u e . My q u e s t i o n t o y ou r e a l l y 

h a s t o do w i t h y o u r a b i l i t y t o mai n t a i n t r a f f i c on t h e 

r o a d s , l o c a l r o a d s i n a s a f e way. F o r e x a m p l e , s c h o o l 

bus t r a f f i c . I t s o u n d s as t h o u g h y o u a l r e a d y h a v e 

d r i l l i n g , M a r c e l l u s S h a l e d r i l l i n g , i n y o u r t o w n s h i p . 



Do you as a l o c a l e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l f e e l t h a t y o u h a v e 

t h e a b i l i t y t o s a f e l y d i r e c t t r u c k t r a f f i c, t h e h e a v y 

M a r c e l l us S h a l e t r u c k t r a f f i c and as w e l l as l o c a l 

o r d i n a n c e a b i l i t y t o mai n t a i n y o u r l o c a l r o a d s ? 

MR. METEER: 

I n o u r p a r t i c u l a r t o w n s h i p we h a v e one 

gas company t h a t ' s o p e r a t i n g t h e r e . And I w o u l d h a v e 

t o s a y t h e k e y t o a c h i e v i n g what y o u ' r e t a l k i n g a b o u t 

i s h a v i ng a goo d r e l a t i ons h i p w i t h t h a t k i nd o f s t u f f , 

and I t h i nk we h a v e s ome r e l a t i ons h i p w i t h t h a t gas 

company. Any t i m e we h a v e a p r o b l e m o r an i s s u e o r we 

h a v e a q u e s t i o n , I c a n c o n t a c t them. I g e t an 

i mmedi a t e r e s p o n s e, and I w o u l d h a v e t o s ay a t t h i s 

p o i n t we d o n ' t h a v e any o f t h o s e p a r t i c u l a r k i n d s o f 

p r o b l e m s . We h a v e d i s c u s s e d w i t h them i s s u e s d e a l i n g 

w i t h s c h o o l bus es and s c h o o l bus r o u t e s , t r u c k 

t r a f f i c , m a i n t e n a n c e i s s u e s on t h e r o a d s , and t h e y ' v e 

b e e n a b s o l u t e l y on a l l o f t h o s e i s s u e s . 

MS. MUNDY: 

Okay. W e l l , t h a t ' s n i c e and I t h i n k 

t h a t ' s n i c e . You h a v e a goo d d r i l l e r a p p a r e n t l y who 

i s b e i n g c o o p e r a t i v e . B u t c a n I a s k y o u , i f you 

d i d n ' t h a v e a goo d d r i l l e r and y ou w e r e n ' t a b l e t o 

mai n t a i n go o d r e l a t i ons h i p, what w o u l d y ou as l o c a l 

t o w n s h i p o f f i c i a l s do t o mai n t a i n s a f e t y and 



mai n t e n a n c e o f y o u r r o a d w a y s ? 

MR. METEER: 

I gues s we w o u l d h a v e t o e v a l u a t e t h a t 

s i t u a t i on, w h a t e v e r i t was , and we t a k e t h o s e 

a p p r o p r i a t e s t e p s r e l a t i ve t o r o a d i s s ues and r o a d 

m a i n t e n a n c e i s s u e s . We h a v e a r o a d m a i n t e n a n c e 

a g r e e m e n t t h a t i f we c a n --- many o f t h e t o w n s h i ps i n 

o u r a r e a . We h a v e a l s o done t h e r e was an 

i s s u e t h a t was b r o u g h t up e a r l i e r h e r e t o d a y . We've 

a l s o done an e n g i n e e r i ng s t u d y on t h e r o a d s s o t h a t i f 

i t becomes n e c e s s a r y we c a n go a h e a d and p r o c e e d w i t h 

t h e p o s t i n g and b o n d i n g o f o u r r o a d s . B u t we c h o s e t o 

b e g i n w i t h t h e mai n t e n a n c e a g r e e m e n t , w h i c h i s w o r k i ng 

w e l l . 

MS. MUNDY: 

So I'm t a k i n g i t f o r what y o u ' r e s a y i n g 

t h a t y o u b e l i eve t h a t y o u h a v e t h e a b i l i t y , t h r o u g h 

l aw, r e g u l a t i on, o r d i n a n c e , y o u h a v e t h e a b i l i t y t o 

d e a l w i t h y o u r l o c a l t o w n s h i p s i t u a t i on? 

MR. METEER: 

I b e l i e v e s o . I t h i n k i f a r o a d e v e r 

becomes a s i t u a t i o n w here we d o n ' t t h i n k i t ' s s a f e , o r 

where i n d i v i d u a l s t h a t a r e t r a v e l i ng t h a t r o a d t o 

t h e i r homes w i t h t h e gas t r a f f i c o r s c h o o l bus es , we 

do h a v e t h e a b i l i t y t o c l o s e t h a t r o a d . 



MR. MUNDY: 

Thank y o u v e r y much. I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S t u r l a ? 

MR. STURLA: 

One q u i c k q u e s t i o n , I ' d l i k e t o f o l l o w up 

w i t h a q u e s t i o n t h a t I h a d a s k e d PennDOT. You know, 

g i v e n t h e f a c t t h a t y o u ' r e o u t e v e r y day t r y i n g t o 

work w i t h t h e s e d r i l l e r s anyway, i n t e r m s o f t h e i r 

t r u c k t r a f f i c, y o u know, I s u g g e s t e d t o PennDOT t h a t 

t h i s mi g h t be t h e p e r f e c t t i me f o r them t o s ay, o n c e 

t h e s e c o m p a n i es g e t done r u n n i ng t h e i r h e a v y t r u c k s on 

t h i s and t h e y r e s t o r e t h e r o a d and t h i ngs a r e i n as 

good a c o n d i t i o n as t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o be, t h a t t h a t 

w o u l d be t h e t i me t o g i ve y ou b a c k s ome o f t h e s e l o c a l 

r o a d s , and as l ong as we h a d an a p p r o p r i a t e c h a i r 

c o m i ng t o you i n t e r m s o f gas t a x , I mean, i s i t an 

a p p r o p r i a t e t i me o r do you n o t want t h o s e r o a d s u n d e r 

any c i r c u m s t a n c e o r , you know, w h a t ' s ? J u s t g i v e 

me y o u r o p i n i o n on i t . 

MR. METEER: 

W e l l , I g u e s s t h e r e ' s two w o r d s t h a t y o u 

u s e d , ones t h e p e r f e c t t i m e , o n e ' s t h e a p p r o p r i a t e 

t i m e . I g u e s s p r o b a b l y I w o u l d h a v e t o s a y I d o n ' t 



know t h a t t h e r e i s a p e r f e c t t i m e . B u t l e t me j u s t go 

b a c k t o --- t u r n b a c k t h e p r o g r a m as t o t h e p a s t , and 

t h a t was a v o l u n t e e r i n g t u r n b a c k p r o g r a m . And a l l o f 

t h o s e c a s es PennDOT a p p r o a c h e d us and s a i d, we h a v e a 

r o a d h e r e t h a t we r e a l l y d o n ' t want t o m a i n t a i n any 

l o n g e r and we w o u l d l i k e t o t u r n t h i s b a c k . 

The t o w n s h i p h a d t h e o p t i on o f s a y i ng 

w e l l , l e t ' s t a l k a b o u t i t , o r no, we d o n ' t want i t . 

I n s ome c a s es we t o o k t u r n b a c k r o a d s f rom o u r 

t o w n s h i p and i n s ome c a s es t h e r e were r o a d s t h a t we 

d i d n o t f e e l we h a d t h e a b i l i t y t o mai n t a i n b e c a u s e o f 

t h e way t h e r o a d was s t r u c t u r e d and t h e work t h a t 

PennDOT w o u l d h a v e done i f i t were n e c e s s a r y t o p u t 

t h e r o a d i n t o p r e t t y g o o d c o n d i t i o n . B u t t h e o n g o i n g 

m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h e r o a d was k i n d o f s e r i o u s . I t h i n k 

i n a n s w e r t o y o u r q u e s t i o n a b o u t t h e a p p r o p r i a t e t i me , 

I t h i nk, y o u know, t h o s e k i nd o f --- a f t e r t h a t 

s i t u a t i o n , c o u l d h a p p e n any t i m e . 

MR. STURLA: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, g e n t l e m e n , t h a n k y o u v e r y much. 

Okay, n e x t Mr. J i m S c h e i n e r , t h e n D a v i d P a t t i a f t e r 

t h a t , i f t h a t ' s o k a y . We're o u t o f b a t t i n g o r d e r 

h e r e . J i m , t h a n k y o u , and f i v e m i n u t e s , s i r . And you 



may p r o c e e d when y o u ' r e r e a d y . 

MR. SCHEINER: 

Thank y o u . CHAIRMAN, S t u r l a , G e i s t and 

o t h e r d i s t i n g u i s h e d C o u n s e l members, I'm J i m S c h e i n e r , 

o f t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a Chamber P o l i c y C o m m i t t e e . On 

b e h a l f o f t h e Chamber and o u r t h o u s ands o f empl o y e r s 

we t h a n k y o u r C o m m i t t e e f o r h o l d i n g t h e s e h e a r i n g s . 

The Chamber's T r a n s p o r t a t i o n P o l i c y r e c o g n i z e s as you 

do t h a t , g o o d r o a d s , s t r o n g b r i d g e s and d e p e n d a b l e 

t r a n s i t p r o m o t e s j o b s . 

As y o u ' v e h e a r d f r o m p r i o r t e s t i m o n y , t h e 

c u r r e n t l e v e l o f s p e n d i ng i s i n a d e q u a t e t o mai n t a i n 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , l e t a l o n e do i m p r o v e m e n t s . 

O t h e r s a r e p r o v i d i ng i n f o r m a t i on on s p e c i f i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on n e e d s , w i t h my R e v e n u e D e p a r t m e n t 

e x p e r i e n c e , I was t h e o n l y e n g i n e e r i n A m e r i c a 

c o l l e c t i n g t a x e s f o r a w h i l e . I w o u l d l i k e t o u s e my 

f i ve mi n u t e s t o b r i e f l y a d d r e s s s e v e r a l t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

f u n d i n g o p t i o n s . 

The f i r s t o p t i on i s t o draw up f r a n c h i s e 

p a c k s . A l m o s t 30 y e a r s ago t h e House u n d e r l e a d e r 

Z e r b i s , M a n d a r i n o , B r i a n and H a yes c r e a t e d t h e o i l 

f r a n c h i s e t a x . T h i s v i s i o n a r y i n t a x was b a s e d n o t on 

t h e b u y i ng o f gas and d i es e l s o l d, b u t r a t h e r on i t s 

v a l u e . The t a x was d e s i g n e d t o k e e p H a z l e t o n h i g h w a y 



c o n s t r u c t i on and mai n t e n a n c e c o s t s i n o r d e r t o 

i ns u l a t e t h e t a x and o i l p r i ce mai ns , t h e w h o l es a l e 

p r i c e was o r i g i n a l l y s e t w i t h a 90 c e n t minimum and a 

$1.25 maximum p r i c e o u t . T h i s p r i c e c o l l a r was n e v e r 

i n t e n d e d t o s t a n d i n p e r p e t u i t y . 

T h r e e d e c a d e s l a t e r i t ' s t i m e t o u p d a t e 

t h e o i l company f r a n c h i s e t a x by r a i s i ng t h e obs o l e t e 

p r i c e p o w e r . Of e a c h 20 c e n t i n c r e a s e i n t h e p r i c e 

d o l l a r w o u l d y i e l d a b o u t $200 m i l l i o n e a c h y e a r . W i t h 

c o l l e c t i on a t t h e w h o l es a l e l e v e l , t h e c o s t o f t h e 

m o t o r i s t o f t h e 2 0 c e n t p r i ce c o l l a r i n c r e a s e w o u l d be 

i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d o f t h r e e c e n t s p e r g a l l o n . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s f r a n c h i s e and f u e l t a x e s 

h a v e n o t p u t an undue b u r d e n on o u r m o t o r i s t s . I n t h e 

J u n e 7 t h , 2010 AAA F u e l Gauge R e p o r t , i t shows t h a t 

t h e a v e r a g e c o s t o f r e g u l a r gas i n P e n n s y l v a n i a i s 

l o w e r t h a n i t i s i n 22 o t h e r s t a t e s . I t ' s e q u a l t o 

t h e f u e l c o s t s i n D e l a w a r e . 

The s e c o n d o p t i on i s v e h i c l e 

r e g i s t r a t i o n . A t $36 p e r y e a r P e n n s y l v a n i a has one o f 

t h e l owes t c a r and l i g h t t r u c k r e g i s t r a t i on f e e s i n 

A m e r i c a . One n e a r - t e r m o p t i o n w o u l d be t o m a i n t a i n 

t h i s f ee b u t e x t e n d t h e r e g i s t r a t i on c y c l e t o two 

y e a r s . A t w o - y e a r f e e a t $72 w o u l d s a v e m o t o r i s t s 

t i me and money and i t w o u l d r e s u l t i n a o n e - t i me 



r e v e n u e a u g m e n t a t i o n o f a b o u t $200 m i l l i o n . W h i l e 

i n c r e a s i ng t h e v e h i c l e r e g i s t r a t i on f ee i s j us t i f i e d , 

t h a t a c t i on c o u l d be t h e b u r d e n t o f u t u r e p o s t -

r e c e s s i o n y e a r . 

A t h i r d o p t i on i s d e d i c a t e d t o i n t e r s t a t e 

t o l l i n g . W i t h t h e e n a c t m e n t o f A c t 44 and s u b s e q u e n t 

e v e n t s , t h e I-80 t o l l i n g i s s u e s a r e w e l l known. 

C u r r e n t l y PennDOT's d o i n g i t s b e s t t o m a i n t a i n t h e 

i n t e r s t a t e s ys tem i n t h e f a c e o f i t s b e s t t r u c k 

v o l u m e s and l o a d s . I n o r d e r t o m o d e r n i z e t h e 

i n t e r s t a t e s , t o s t r e n g t h e n b r i d g e s , add new t r u c k 

l a n e s and i mprove a l l w e a t h e r s e r v i c e , a d e d i c a t e d 

t o l l c o u l d be i m p o s e d p e r f e d e r a l d i r e c t i o n . 

F o r e x a m p l e, A c t 4 4 c o u l d be amended t o 

es t a b l i s h an I -8 0 t o l l r a t e a t a l ower p r o p o r t i on o f 

t h e T u r n p i k e t o l l r a t e . T o l l i n g on i t w o u l d e n a b l e 

I -8 0 t o s e r v e as t h e n o r t h e a s t s h o r t - w a y and e n e r g y 

h i g h w a y f o r d e c a d e s t o come. A n o t h e r e x a m p l e , I-95 

c o u l d be m o d e r n i z e d i n a s i m i l a r f a s h i o n . 

The f o u r t h o p t i on i s s a l es and us e - t a x 

e n f o r c e m e n t . P e r s t a t e l a w , t h e R e v e n u e D e p a r t m e n t i s 

c u r r e n t l y c o n d u c t i n g a t a x a m n e s t y . When t h e p r o g r a m 

ends i n J u n e t h e D e p a r t m e n t w i l l r e d o u b l e e f f o r t s t o 

c o l l e c t t a x e s t h a t a r e l e g a l l y d u e . A p p r o x i m a t i o n i n 

s u c h s t a t e s as New Y o r k , N o r t h C a r o l i na and C o l o r a d o , 



t h e y a r e s t e p p i n g up s a l e s o f u s e - t a x e n f o r c e m e n t . 

U l t i m a t e l y s a l es o f us e - t a x e n f o r c e m e n t c o u l d y i e l d 

h u n d r e d s o f mi l l i ons o f d o l l a r s t o b e n e f i t t r a n s i t and 

o t h e r g e n e r a l f u n d p r i o r i t i e s . 

As a b e n e f i t t o t h i s e n f o r c e m e n t t o 

r e a l i z e, t r a n s i t f u n d i ng s u p p o r t c o u l d be made l es s 

d e p e n d e n t on T u r n p i k e t o t a l r e v e n u e . A l l o w i n g o u r 

r o a d s s ys tem t o f a l l i n t o d i s r e p a i r , and e n f o r c i ng 

t r a n s i t s e r v i ce and r a i s e f a r e s i s t h e w r o n g c h o i ce 

f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a . R e a s o n a b l e r e v e n u e r a i s i n g o p t i o n s 

s u c h as t h o s e o u t l i n e d a b o v e a r e t h e r i g h t c h o i ce t o 

grow o u r economy. P e n n s y l v a n i a Chamber a p p r e c i a t e s 

y o u r C o m m i t t e e ' s d i l i g e n c e i n s e a r c h f o r t h e r i g h t 

c o u r s e . Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank y o u , J i m . V e r y g o o d 

t e s t i m o n y . I t h i n k y o u ' v e s p e l l e d o u t a l o t o f t h i n g s 

we've b e e n t h i n k i n g a b o u t up h e r e . You a c t u a l l y a d d e d 

a c o u p l e t w i s t s , so t h a t ' s one t h i n g a b o u t t h e s e 

h e a r i n g s . We l e a r n s o m e t h i n g new e v e r y d a y . C h a i r m a n 

G e i s t ? 

MR. GEIST: 

We j u s t want t o t h a n k y o u . We're b l e s s e d 

t o d a y t o s t a r t w i t h t h r e e f o r m e r d e p u t y s e c r e t a r i es o f 

PennDOT, as you know M i ke B r y a n and G a r y Hof f man and 



y o u r s e l f . And you went on t o be s e c r e t a r y o f r e v e n u e , 

and I t h i nk t h a t adds an awf u l l o t t o t h e h e a r i ngs t o 

h a v e t h a t k i nd o f b r a i npower and e x p e r i e n c e c o m p a c t e d 

t o t r y t o h e l p us o u t . 

MR. SCHEINER: 

C h a i r m a n G e i s t , t h a n k y o u . I t was an 

h o n o r t o s e r v e , f r o m my p o i n t o f v i e w . Thank you v e r y 

much . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e C a r r o l l . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . I'm h a p p y t o 

h e a r t h a t t h e Chamber r a i s es an i d e a o f t h e b i l l I h a d 

a t t h e s p e c i a l s es s i on, and t h a t i s a t w o - y e a r 

r e g i s t r a t i o n . I a c t u a l l y h a d t h a t b i l l i n t r o d u c e d and 

I'm h o p e f u l t h a t i t w i l l g e t a l i t t l e b i t more money 

u p f r o n t w i t h no a d d i t i o n a l c o s t s t o m o t o r i s t s i f t h e y 

c h o o s e t o pay t w i c e t h e i r r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s . I'm 

p l e a s e d t o h a v e t h e Chamber's s u p p o r t . I t ' s f u n n y , 

t h i s i s t h e s e c o n d t i m e i n a month I ' v e h a d t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y now on a f ew o c c a s i ons t o g e t s ome 

d i s c u s s i on s t a r t e d on t h e m o t o r f u e l t a x t o s ay t h a t 

I ' v e e m b r a c e d t h e Chamber's p o s i t i o n on t h i s summed 

up, and w i l l i ng t o c o n s i d e r a gas t a x i n c r e a s e 

c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e t e r m s s e t up by t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 



Chamber. So I am t h a n k f u l f o r y o u r t e s t i m o n y . 

MR. SCHEINER: 

W e l l , t h a n k y o u , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . I w i l l 

f o r w a r d t o t h e C o m m i t t e e t h e Chamber's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

p o l i cy t h a t was u n a n i mous l y a p p r o v e d and t h e y a r e 

c o n s i s t e n t w i t h y o u r t h o u g h t s on t h i s m a t t e r . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Maybe j u s t one q u i c k f o l l o w up on 

t h a t , J i m , r e l a t i v e t o t h e l o c a l c h a m b e r s . I know a 

l o t o f them a r e i n d e p e n d e n t , and d o n ' t a l w a y s go a l o n g 

w i t h . B u t what i s y o u r what c a n you t e l l us 

a b o u t t h e l o c a l c h a m b e r s r e l a t i ve t o t h a t s ame p o l i cy 

and c e r t a i n e f f o r t t o g e t them o n b o a r d ? 

MR. SCHEINER: 

CHAIRMAN, t h a t ' s r e a l l y an e x c e l l e n t 

q u e s t i o n , and I t h i n k I ' d l i k e t o g e t b a c k t o y ou w i t h 

more s p e c i f i c s . We've s h a r e d o u r p o l i c y w i t h l o c a l 

c h a m b e r s a c r o s s P e n n s y l v a n i a b u t we h a v e n ' t g o t t e n 

n e a r l y t h e f e e d b a c k t h a t y o u ' r e a s k i n g f o r , and i f I 

c o u l d g e t b a c k t o t h e C o m m i t t e e , i t ' s an e x c e l l e n t 

q u e s t i o n . W e ' l l t r y t o r e s e a r c h i t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. I h a v e one o r two s p e c i f i c a l l y 

t h a t I ' d l i k e t o t a l k t o y o u a b u t . B u t I t h a n k y o u 

v e r y much, J i m . I a p p r e c i a t e i t . 



MR. SCHEINER: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u . Any g u i d a n c e t o us w i l l 

a l w a y s be w e l c o m e . Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

T h a n k s . Okay, Mr. D a v i d P a t t i , who i s 

t h e p r e s i d e n t and CEO o f P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s B u s i n e s s 

C o u n c i l . Dave, g o o d t o s e e you a g a i n . 

MR. P A T T I : 

Same, t h a n k you v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN: 

F i v e m i n u t e s f o r t h a t . 

MR. P A T T I : 

I ' d l i k e t o s a y t h a n k you t o a l l o f t h e 

C h a i r s , c e r t a i n l y t o C h a i rmen M a r k o s ek and G e i s t f o r 

t h e i r l ongs t a n d i ng s u p p o r t and t h e i r commi t m e n t t o 

t a c k l i ng t h e s e t o u g h i s s ues , b u t a l s o t o C h a i rman 

S t u r l a and S t a n S a y l o r f o r b e a r i ng t h e w e i g h t i n 

P o l i cy Commi t t e e s t o d a y , and f o r b i p a r t i s an a t t e m p t t o 

do s o m e t h i n g we d o n ' t o f t e n s e e and we n e e d more, so 

t h a n k y o u . 

O b v i ous l y i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s more t h a n 

r o a d s and b r i d g e s and t r a n s i t . I t i n c l u d e s o u r power 

s ys tem, o u r communi c a t i on s ys tems , o u r s t o r m and 

w a t e r . And a l l o f t h a t n e e d s a t t e n t i o n , a l l n e e d s 

a t t e n t i o n s o o n . B u t t o d a y we a r e g o i n g t o make i t 



t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

The r o a d s a r e p r o b a b l y t h e mos t v i s i b l e 

component o f i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . Commuters c e r t a i n l y 

t r a v e l a c r o s s t h e 4 5 , 0 0 0 mi l es o f r o a d and n e e d t o us e 

t h o s e s a f e l y and e f f i c i e n t l y . B u t i t ' s a l s o v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t t o a l l o f us a t t h e bus i nes s communi t y t h a t 

t h i s i s t h e a r t e r i e s f o r w h i c h o u r g o o d s f l o w . We g e t 

raw m a t e r i a l s i n and p r o d u c t s o u t . And o f c o u r s e w e l l 

m ai n t a i n e d r o a d s n e e d t o be a c c o m p a n i ed by w e l l 

m a i n t a i n e d , s a f e b r i d g e s . The c o n d i t i o n o f o u r 

b r i d g e s i s s h o c k i n g . We h a d some 6,000 s t r u c t u r a l l y 

d e f i c i e n t . I'm g l a d t o h e a r t o d a y t h a t t h a t ' s down a 

f ew, b u t we s t i l l n e e d t o h a v e t h o s e i n r e p a i r , and we 

n e e d t o t h i nk a b o u t t h a t f rom an e c o n o m i c s p o i n t o f 

v i e w . 

Due t o p o o r c o n d i t i ons , many b r i d g e s h a v e 

w e i g h t r e s t r i c t i ons , w h i c h f o r c e t r u c k d r i v e r s t o t a k e 

a l t e r n a t e , much l o n g e r r o u t e s . One o f o u r c o m p e t i t i v e 

a d v a n t a g e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a i s o u r p r o x i mi t y t o m a r k e t s 

and c u s t o m e r s , b u t l o g i s t i c s a r e a maj o r c o s t o f 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g , w h o l e s a l e and r e t a i l . D e l a y s , c l o s e d 

l a n e s , w e i g h t r e s t r i c t i ons and d e t o u r s a r e a c o s t t o 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s b u s i n e s s c o m m u n i t y . 

Wel l mai n t a i n e d s ys tems c a n i n c r e a s e 

mai n t e n a n c e e x p e n s es and d e c r e a s e t h e us e o f v e h i c l es , 



t h e w h o l e l i f e o f v e h i c l e s . D e l a y s c a n i n c r e a s e f u e l 

c o n s u m p t i on and r e d u c e d r i v e r and v e h i c l e 

p r o d u c t i v i t y . More t i m e s i t t i n g i s l e s s t i m e m o v i n g 

p r o d u c t . P o o r l y m a i n t a i n e d s y s t e m s c a u s e s a f e t y 

h a z a r d s t h a t n o r m a l l y i n c r e a s e c o s t . 

F rom a c o s t b e n e f i t p e r s p e c t i ve t h e us e 

o f p u b l i c f unds t o b u i l d and mai n t a i n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

e v e n i f t h a t n e c e s s i t a t e s t a x , f ee o r t o l l i n c r e a s es 

c a n be l es s e x p e n s i ve t h a n t h e c o s t o f w e l l -mai n t a i n e d 

s y s t e m s . 

Of c o u r s e, as w e l l , we h a v e o u r mas s 

t r a n s i t s y s t e m s t o t h i n k a b o u t . We h a v e t h e p o t e n t i a l 

t o t a k e s ome o f t h e p r e s s u r e o f f o u r r o a d s and b r i d g e s 

i f t h e y ' r e w e l l m a i n t a i n e d . The commerce o f o u r 

c i t i es d e p e n d s on b r i n g i ng w o r k e r s o f a l l c l as s es t o 

t h e i r p l a c e o f e m p l o y m e n t . The P e n n s y l v a n i a n s who 

work i n s e r v i ce o c c u p a t i ons on t h i r d s h i f t , t h o s e a r e 

t h e ones who work i n t h e m a i n i n d u s t r i e s . A l o t o f 

bus i nes s s e r v i ce i ndus t r i es c e r t a i n l y r e q u i r e t h e us es 

o f t h e s e r v i c e s o f mas s t r a n s i t , and we n e e d t o t h i nk 

o f t h a t i n o u r f u n d i n g as w e l l . 

F i n a l l y I ' d l i k e t o d e n o t e o f c o u r s e f o r 

f r e i g h t r a i l , w h i l e mos t o f t h a t mai n t e n a n c e comes 

f rom t h e r a i l r o a d s thems e l v e s , f r e i g h t c o s t s and 

i n v e s t m e n t i n i n t e r m o b i l e i s c r i t i c a l t o t h e s t a t e ' s 



c a p a c i t y t o h a v e a c o m p e t i t i v e b u s i n e s s e n v i r o n m e n t . 

To t h a t end and t o h e l p move t h e d e b a t e 

a l o n g i n f i n a n c i n g , I ' d l i k e t o q u i c k l y draw y o u r 

a t t e n t i on t o t e n t h i ngs t h a t we h a v e i n o u r w r i t t e n 

t e s t i m o n y . I w i l l n o t g i v e v e r y w o r d y t e s t i m o n y , b u t 

s u m m a r i z e. 

F i r s t , o f c o u r s e , l e t ' s do more w i t h what 

we h a v e . PennDOT i s d o i n g a l o t t o r e d u c e t h e i r 

c o s t s . T h e y ' r e l o o k i n g a t d e s i g n b u i l d more 

f r e q u e n t l y , and t h a t ' s g r e a t . We n e e d t o k e e p 

w o r k i n g . Y o u ' v e a l r e a d y h e a r d a b o u t t h e M o t o r L i c e n s e 

F u n d b e i n g d i v e r t e d t o s t a t e p o l i c e . Some $500 

m i l l i o n , c o m p a r e d a t 13 p e r c e n t o f t h e M o t o r L i c e n s e 

F u n d more o v e r t h e l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s . Y e s , t h a t w o u l d 

e x a c e r b a t e t h e p r o b l e m . The g e n e r a l f u n d d o e s n ' t 

commi t , b u t c e r t a i n l y s o m e t h i ng we n e e d t o t h i nk a b o u t 

w i t h t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

I w o u l d be r e m i s e d i f I d i d n ' t b r i n g up 

p r e v a i l i n g wage. And t h e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r p r e v a i l i n g 

wage t o t r a n s p o r t a t i on i n f r a s t r u c t u r e c o n s t r u c t i on, 

what t h a t d o e s p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s 

s i n c e i n r e c e n t y e a r s we e v e n s a i d p r e v a i l i ng wage 

mus t go t o t h i ngs i t p r e v i ous l y d i d n o t e x t e n d t o l i ke 

r e s u r f a c i n g t h e r o a d s . I t ' s e s t i m a t e d t h a t i n c r e a s e s 

t o c o s t c a n w a i v e r f rom 5 t o 3 0 p e r c e n t on a p r o j e c t 



s i n c e a b o u t 6 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e p r o j e c t c o s t i s l a b o r , 

i s r e a l money. 

And l e t me s ay t h a t we s u p p o r t 

l e g i s l a t i on t h a t R e p r e s e n t a t i ve G e i s t and o t h e r s h a v e 

m e n t i o n e d , p u b l i c / p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p s i n t h e f u t u r e , 

c e r t a i n l y , i f we h a d a c a p a c i t y , p r i v a t e / p u b l i c 

p a r t n e r s h i p s a r e t h e way t o go. 

B u t we n e e d t o t h i nk a b o u t what we do now 

w i t h t h e m a i n t e n a n c e . I ' v e h e a r d s e v e r a l p e o p l e 

t e s t i f y a b o u t t h e gas t a x . T h e r e a r e two c o m p o n e n t s . 

I f t h e l i q u i d f u e l s t a x were i n c r e a s ed w i t h 

i n f l a t i o n , i n s t e a d o f 12 c e n t s i t w o u l d be 26 c e n t s . 

C o i n c i d e n t a l l y i t ' s t h e same number i f we c h a r g e d by 

emi s s i on s t a n d a r d s a component bas ed on t h e o i l 

f r a n c h i s e t a x . T h a t w o u l d be 26 c e n t s . I f e v e r y f o u r 

c e n t s g e t s us $250 m i l l i o n , t h a t ' s p r o b a b l y y o u r b e s t 

c o u r s e . The p e n a l t y w i l l go down o v e r t i m e and 

c e r t a i n l y o t h e r t h i n g s t h a t p e r h a p s o f a l l r o a d s . 

T h e r e a r e o t h e r o p t i ons , r e g i s t r a t i on f e e s and 

l i c e n s i ng f e e s , b u t we w o u l d c e r t a i n l y u r g e y o u t o 

u n d e r s t a n d t h e b a l a n c e t h a t t h e d e l ay w i l l h u r t as we 

r a c e t o w a r d s . We w i l l g e t b a c k t o y ou on t h e s e 

s u b j e c t s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, D a v i d , t h a n k y o u . I t ' s h a r d t o 



d i s a g r e e w i t h a l o t o f t h a t . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e 

S t u r l a . 

MR. STURLA: 

Thank y o u . Y o u ' v e t a l k e d a b o u t w a n t i n g 

t o make s u r e t h a t , y o u know, you c o u l d g e t g o o d s and 

s e r v i c e s . And t h e one t h i n g t h a t ' s v e r y f r u s t r a t i n g 

i s , you know, s i t t i ng on a r o a d w a y and n o t b e i ng a b l e 

t o move y o u r g o o d s . And I c a n ' t remember t h e l a s t 

t i m e I was on t h e S c h u y l k i l l E x p r e s s w a y where I d i d n ' t 

come t o a c o m p l e t e s t o p , and i f I d i d, i f e v e r y o n e was 

m a k i ng $ 1 0 an h o u r t h a t was s i t t i ng t h e r e , I w a t c h e d 

m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s go up i n fumes w h i l e we s a t t h e r e . 

And t h i s g e t s t o t h i s i s s ue o f w h i c h r o a d s do we work 

on b e c a u s e t h e r e a r e many t i mes as I d r i ve t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e s t a t e t h a t I f i nd mys e l f , i n s ome c a s es , on a 

f o u r - l a n e h i g h w a y , b u t i n a l o t o f c a s e s , a t w o - l a n e 

h i g h w a y and I ' l l d r i v e f o r an h o u r and I ' l l p a s s 12 

c a r s and s m o o t h as a b a b y ' s b e h i n d , and I j u s t hope 

c r u i s i n g a l o n g a t 70 m i l e s an h o u r , 65 . 

MR. P A T T I : 

I u n d e r s t a n d . 

MR. STURLA: 

And t h e n I g e t t o t h e S c h u y l k i l l 

E x p r e s s w a y , o r I - 9 5 , t h a t c a r r i e s 180,000 a day and I 

come t o a s t a n d s t i l l . And I c a n ' t f i g u r e o u t why 



we're c o n c e n t r a t i n g on a p l a c e where no one d r i v e s any 

amount o v e r a p l a c e where e v e r y o n e d r i v e s . W o u l d y o u r 

as s o c i a t i on s u p p o r t a c h a n g e i n t h e f u n d i ng f o r m u l a 

t h a t w o u l d more h e a v i l y w e i gh v e h i c l e mi l es i ns t e a d o f 

l a n e m i l e s ? 

MR. P A T T I : 

I am n o t an e x p e r t on t h e f u n d i ng q u o t a , 

so I d o n ' t want t o p r e t e n d t h a t I d o n ' t h a v e t h a t done 

now. B u t I t h i n k we n e e d t o u s e c o s t b e n e f i t and r i s k 

b e n e f i t a n a l y s i s f o r t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n p o l i c y . So 

c e r t a i n l y a c o s t b e n e f i t and a r i s k b e n e f i t w o u l d 

s u g g e s t t h a t where t h e r e i s v o l ume, and t h e r e f o r e 

c o n g e s t i o n i s s u e s , and a l s o s a f e t y i s s u e s , t h a t ' s t h e 

r i s k and t h e c o s t you a r e e m i t t i n g . So I t h i n k y e s , 

we n e e d t o do t h a t . I a l r e a d y s a i d t h a t . T h a t ' s why 

I'm h e r e . We c e r t a i n l y u n d e r s t a n d t h i s i s a p o l i t i c a l 

p r o c e s s , and t h a t a h i ghway i n L a n c a s t e r C o u n t y t h a t 

i s 222 c a n a l s o g e t l o c k e d d e a d s o m e t i m e s . B u t , 

you know, c e r t a i n l y i n e v e r y o n e ' s d i s t r i c t I 

u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e y h a v e t h e i r l o c a l t r a f f i c i s s ue, 

t h e i r l o c a l p r o b l e m s . And t h a t ' s o k a y . I mean, t h e y 

p r o b a b l y a r e most i m p o r t a n t when y o u ' r e s t u c k . B u t I 

do t h i n k t h a t y o u ' r e r i g h t i n what we n e e d t o l o o k a t . 

And, i n f a c t , t h e r e ' s some o u t s t a n d i n g work done i n 

t h e e a r l y '80s as I was w o r k i n g i n H a r r i s b u r g , f r o m 



C a r n e g i e M e l l on, t h a t j us t i f i es a b i l l i on d o l l a r 

b r i d g e p r o g r a m . And i t was a c o s t b e n e f i t t h a t l o o k e d 

a t t h e s e d e l a y s f r o m b a n n e d b r i d g e s . And I t h i n k t h a t 

k i n d o f s c i e n c e i s s o m e t h i n g we've done b e f o r e and i t 

s h o u l d be done a g a i n . 

MR. STURLA: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, D a v i d , t h a n k you v e r y much. The 

P e n n s y l v a n i a M o t o r T r u c k A s s o c i a t i o n , Mr. P a u l B e r g , 

D i r e c t o r o f O p e r a t i o n s . P a u l , w e l c o m e . Thank y o u . 

F i v e m i n u t e s , s i r . 

MR. BERG: 

I h a d work a t K i n g o f P r u s s i a and 

y e s t e r d a y i t t o o k me f r o m K i n g o f P r u s s i a S t r e e t t o 

D e l aware C o u n t y an h o u r and 2 5 mi n u t e s o f my t i me, s o 

t h a n k you f o r y o u r t e s t i m o n y . C h a i r m a n M a r k o s e k and 

C h a i rman G e i s t , on b e h a l f o f my c o l l e a g u e s a t Con-way 

F r e i g h t and PMTA, t h a n k you f o r t a k i ng t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 

t o s h a r e y o u r v i e w s on i m p r o v i n g P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m . 

Con-way F r e i g h t i s a l es s - t h a n t r u c k l oad 

m o t o r c a r r i e r w i t h more t h a n 2 5 y e a r s o f s e r v i ce i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . We h a v e 14 s e r v i c e c e n t e r s i n t h e s t a t e 

and p r o v i d e j o b s f o r 1,036 P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . We h a v e 



4 5 5 t r a c t o r s and 1 , 4 0 0 t r a i l e r s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a and 

s e r v i c e more t h a n 6,500 P e n n s y l v a n i a b u s i n e s s e s . 

A n n u a l l y we l o g 53.5 m i l l i o n m i l e s on t h e s t a t e ' s 

r o a d s and 934 m i l l i o n p o u n d s o f f r e i g h t . We pay i n 

e x c e s s o f $4.8 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n h i g h w a y r e l a t e d 

t a x e s , f e e s and t o l l s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a e a c h y e a r . 

We're a n a t i o n w i d e company b u t we r e a l i z e 

how i m p o r t a n t t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a r o a d r e q u i r e s a s a f e 

and w e l l mai n t a i n e d h i ghway and s t r u c t u r e t o p r o s p e r 

and grow. F u n d i n g t o o u r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s a c r i t i c a l 

i s s u e and r e q u i r e s i m m e d i a t e a c t i o n . 

T r a n s p o r t a t i on i s a l i f e b l ood o f commerce 

i n o u r s t a t e . We must a l l o w t h a t l i f e b l o o d t o f l o w 

e f f e c t i v e l y . I t i s i m p e r a t i v e t h a t we d e v e l o p and 

d e p l oy f a i r , b a l a n c e d and s us t a i n a b l e f u n d i ng s o u r c e s 

f o r o u r r o a d s and b r i d g e s . P e n n s y l v a n i a n s w o u l d a g r e e 

t h a t o u r s ys tem o f r o a d s and b r i d g e s i s , i n many 

i ns t a n c e s , h a n d l i ng t r a f f i c v o l umes w e l l b e y o n d 

o r i g i n a l d e s i g n c a p a c i t y . We're w e l l aware o f t h e 

d i s r e p a i r o f o u r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . And l i k e a l l 

t r a v e l e r s o u r p u b l i c h i ghway s ys tems f a c e an a g i ng 

s y s t e m t h a t i s c r u m b l i n g and k n o t t e d w i t h d e l a y s . 

Thes e d e l a y s c o s t t h e t r u c k i ng i ndus t r i es mi l l i ons o f 

d o l l a r s e v e r y y e a r o f was t e d f u e l and l os t 

p r o d u c t i v i t y . L a c k o f a p p r o p r i a t e f u n d i n g m e c h a n i s m s 



w i l l o n l y e x a c e r b a t e t h e s e p r o b l e m s . 

Con-way F r e i g h t s e r v i c e s s e r v e s e v e r y 

communi t y i n t h e s t a t e , v i r t u a l l y a l l o f w h i c h r e l y on 

t r u c k i n g f o r c o m m e r c i a l f r e i g h t s e r v i c e s . I f b r i d g e s 

a r e w e i g h t l i mi t e d , a d d i t i o n a l r o u t e s mus t be f ound, 

w h i c h w i l l i n h i b i t o u r g o a l s and s e r v i c e s t o p r o v i de 

c o n s i s t e n t , t i m e l y s e r v i ce 

T h i s p r o b l e m ' s n o t g o i n g t o go away 

w i t h o u t s w e e p i n g and e f f e c t i v e a c t i o n by t h i s b o d y . 

Many s t u d i es p r e d i c t t h a t c o n g e s t i on w i l l c o n t i nue t o 

i n c r e a s e . T h i s w i l l s l o w a v e r a g e s p e e d s o f o u r 

h i ghways , w h i c h w i l l i n c r e a s e c o s t s t o us and i n c r e a s e 

s a f e t y r i s k s . We commend t h e g o v e r n o r f o r c a l l i n g a 

j o i n t s es s i on o f t h e Hous e and S e n a t e t o d i s c u s s t h i s 

i m p o r t a n t i s s u e . We r e a l i z e t h a t i t ' s a $3.5 b i l l i o n 

e s t i m a t e i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and we're g o i n g t o b e a r 

o u r s h a r e . We s u p p o r t i n c r e a s e d f u e l , h i g h w a y o r 

l i c e n s e t a x e s f o r h i ghway i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i mprovement 

as l ong as t h e f unds c o l l e c t e d a r e us ed e n t i r e l y f o r 

t h i s p u r p o s e , and n o t d i v e r t e d t o o t h e r u s e s . We w i l l 

a l s o s u p p o r t us e o f t o l l s t o r e c o u p t h e c o s t o f new 

h i g h w a y s , b u t n o t t o l l i n g o f e x i s t i n g h i g h w a y s . 

F i n a l l y, we w o u l d e n c o u r a g e t h e s t a t e t o 

e x p l o r e p u b l i c - p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i ps as a f u n d i ng 

m e c h a n i s m f o r new c a p a c i t y as l ong as s u c h 



a r r a n g e m e n t s p r o t e c t t h e p u b l i c f rom t h e f r a n c h i s ee 

h a v i n g a m o n o p o l y and f r e e a l t e r n a t i v e s r e m a i n . 

We mus t c r e a t e and s u p p o r t l o n g - t e r m 

s t r a t e g i es t o ens u r e a s us t a i n a b l e f u n d i ng f o r o u r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . I t i s a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

t o o , P e n n s y l v a n i a n s c a n and s h o u l d h a v e a r o l e . Thank 

you a g a i n f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o a d d r e s s t h i s m e e t i n g . 

We l o o k f o r w a r d t o h e l p i n g o u r s t a t e ' s l e g i s l a t i v e 

l e a d e r s f o r c r a f t i ng a r e a s o n a b l e h i ghway f u n d i ng 

s o l u t i ons t h a t a r e f a i r and p a r t i a l f o r a l l t h e 

Commonwealth's c i t i z e n s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u v e r y much. I want t o t h a n k t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a M o t o r T r u c k As s o c i a t i on t h a t i t i s a v e r y 

r e a s o n a b l e r e s p o n s e t o o u r h e a r i ngs , and I t h i nk v e r y 

r e a s o n a b l e i d e a s a b o u t how t o go a b o u t f u n d i ng 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n v e r y f a i r . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e 

C a r r o l l . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . Y o u r t e s t i m o n y 

i s s i mi l a r t o t h e t e s t i mony we h e a r d a t o t h e r h e a r i ngs 

f rom members o f t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a M o t o r T r u c k 

A s s o c i a t i o n . And i t i s c o m p e l l i n g b e c a u s e we h a v e 

h e r e y o u r t e s t i mony and o t h e r s l i ke y ou who us e 

s i g n i f i c a n t amounts o f m o t o r f u e l and u n d e r s t a n d t h e 



n e e d s t h a t we h a v e i n f r o n t o f u s . And I know i t ' s 

n o t a p o s i t i on t o t a k e i n l i g h t l y t o s i t i n f r o n t o f 

P a u l l i ke t h a t and a d v o c a t e f o r an i n c r e a s e i n f u n d i ng 

t o o u r f u e l t a x i n p a r t i c u l a r . T h a t h as t o be a h i g h 

h u r t l e . 

B u t t h e f a c t o f t h e m a t t e r i s t h a t y o u r 

company and o t h e r s l i ke y ou a r e s ome o f t h e b i g g e s t o f 

t h e b i gs and t h e s mal l es t o f t h e s mal l and members o f 

t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a M o t o r T r u c k As s o c i a t i on h a v e made 

t h a t commi t m e n t , and i t r e a l l y d o e s h e l p p e o p l e l i ke 

me and o t h e r s . I'm h o p e f u l t h a t t h e y w i l l r e c o g n i z e 

t h e n e e d t o r a i s e t h e f unds n e c e s s a r y t o f i x o u r r o a d s 

and b r i d g e s . So I a p p l a u d y o u r company and t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a M o t o r T r u c k As s o c i a t i on f o r t h e i r 

p o s i t i o n . Thank y o u . 

MR. BERG: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, P a u l , t h a n k y o u v e r y much. I 

a p p r e c i a t e i t . The P e n n s y l v a n i a A s p h a l t P a v i n g 

As s o c i a t i on, my go o d f r i e nd G a r y Hof f man, e x e c u t i ve 

d i r e c t o r , f o r m e r d e p u t y s e c r e t a r y . He f i n a l l y g o t a 

l e g i s l a t o r t o l i s t e n . 

MR. HOFFMAN: 

Thank y o u , C h a i rmen M a r k o s ek and G e i s t , 



S t a t e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . I a p p r e c i a t e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 

t o t e s t i f y h e r e b e f o r e y o u t o d a y . The P e n n s y l v a n i a 

As p h a l t P a v i ng As s o c i a t i on i s a t r a d e as s o c i a t i on t h a t 

r e p r e s e n t s a b o u t 1 3 0 c o m p a n i es a r o u n d P e n n s y l v a n i a 

t h a t r e p r e s e n t a p r e p o n d e r a n c e o f t h e as p h a l t p a v i ng 

i n d u s t r y i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

PAPA members h i p c o n s i s t s o f as p h a l t mi x 

p r o d u c e r s , p a v i ng c o n t r a c t o r s , l i q u i d b i n d e r 

s u p p l i e r s , c o n s t r u c t i on e q u i pment manuf a c t u r e s , and 

d e s i g n e n g i n e e r s and a r c h i t e c t s . PAPA member 

c o m p a n i es c o m b i n e d empl oy o v e r 1 0 , 0 0 0 w o r k e r s , b o t h 

u n i o n and n o n - u n i o n , b o t h d i r e c t l y and i n d i r e c t l y . 

As p h a l t mi x p r o d u c e r s h a v e a l mos t 2 0 0 p l a n t s , t h e 

l o c a t i ons a r o u n d P e n n s y l v a n i a w i t h a t l e a s t one p l a n t 

i n e v e r y c o u n t y e x c e p t a h a n d f u l , and I s ubmi t t h a t 

t h e M a r c e l l us S h a l e a c t i v i t y w i l l s oon h a v e a p l a n t i n 

o t h e r c o u n t i e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

Good q u a l i t y , s mooth r o a d s a r e i m p o r t a n t 

t o a l l P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . They a r e i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e 

t h e y a r e s a f e, t h e y a r e v i t a l t o t h e q u a l i t y o f o u r 

l i f e . They r e d u c e v e h i c l e and o p e r a t i n g m a i n t e n a n c e 

c o s t s and t h e y a r e n e c e s s a r y t o s p u r e c o n o m i c 

c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s and v i t a l i t y . 

A r e c e n t s u r v e y o f P e n n s y l v a n i a m o t o r i s t s 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e i r two mos t i m p o r t a n t i s s u es w i t h 



h i g h w a y s a r e s a f e t y and c o n g e s t i o n movement. 

A c c o r d i ng t o a n a t i o n a l r e p o r t r e l e a s ed j us t l as t 

y e a r , r o a d w a y c o n d i t i ons c o n t r i b u t e d i n o v e r h a l f o r 

more t h a n 4 0 , 0 0 0 m o t o r i s t s t h a t were k i l l ed and n e a r l y 

4 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e n o n - f a t a l i n j u r i es t h a t o c c u r r e d i n 

m o t o r v e h i c l e c r a s h e s i n 2006. I n t h e same r e p o r t 

r a n k e d P e n n s y l v a n i a t h e f o u r t h h i g h es t i n t h e n a t i on 

w i t h a c o m p r e h e n s i ve c o s t o f c r a s hes o f o v e r $ 1 0 

b i l l i on, where r o a d c o n d i t i ons were a c o n t r i b u t i ng 

f a c t o r t o t h e f r e q u e n c y o r s e v e r i t y o f c r a s h e s . Road 

c o n d i t i o n s l i k e p o t h o l e s , edge d r o p - o f f o r w h a t e v e r . 

I'm g o i n g t o jump t o t h e s e c o n d page o f 

my t e s t i m o n y . And when i t comes t o p a v e m e n t s , 

s m o o t h n e s s m a t t e r s . S m o o t h n e s s m a t t e r s a l o t . F u l l ¬

s c a l e f i e l d s t u d i es by t h e F e d e r a l H i ghway 

Admi n i s t r a t i on a t t h e Wes T r a c k p a v e m e n t t e s t t r a c k i n 

N e b r a s ka s howed t h a t t r u c k s r u n n i ng on a s l i g h t l y 

s m o o t h e r p a v e m e n t had a 4.5 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e i n f u e l 

e f f i c i e n c y . And I t h i n k t h e M o t o r T r u c k A s s o c i a t i o n 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a l l u d e d t o t h a t . A t t o d a y ' s p r i c e s an 

a v e r a g e a u t o m o b i l e d r i v e r w o u l d s ave $ 1 5 0 a y e a r on 

g a s o l i n e c o s t s w i t h t h a t i m p r o v e m e n t . Not o n l y do 

s mooth p a v e m e n t s r e d u c e f u e l c o n s u m p t i on, t h e y a l s o 

r e d u c e t h e c o s t o f mai n t a i n i ng t h e wear and t e a r on 

v e h i c l e s t h a t ' s a t t r i b u t a b l e t o a r o u g h r o a d . T h i n g s 



l i k e a l i g n m e n t , s h o c k s , h u b c a p s , m u f f l e r s . 

I n a n o t h e r n a t i o n a l r e p o r t , Rough Roads 

A h e a d i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e a v e r a g e P e n n s y l v a n i an c o u l d 

s ave $ 3 4 6 a y e a r on v e h i c l e wear and t e a r b e c a u s e o f 

o u r r o a d s . 

As G e o r g e R o b e r t s a l r e a d y t e s t i f i e d , and 

D e p u t y S e c r e t a r y C h r i s t i e t e s t i f i e d e a r l i e r t h i s 

a f t e r n o o n , P e n n s y l v a n i a has made s i g n i f i c a n t 

i m p r o v e m e n t s i n t h e r i de q u a l i t y o f p a v e m e n t s i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . A l l n e t w o r k s p a v e d f r o m t h e i n t e r s t a t e 

a l l t h e way down t o t h e f a r m e r m a r k e t r o a d s . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y b e c a u s e o f a l l t h i s H e r c u l e a n e f f o r t 

t h a t t h e D e p a r t m e n t h as b e e n p u t t i ng i n t h e b r i d g e s 

o v e r t h e l as t c o u p l e o f y e a r s , and r i g h t f u l l y s o, t h i s 

s t e a d y i m p r o v e m e n t i n r o a d q u a l i t y h a s l e v e l e d o f f . 

And i n f a c t , t h a t t h o s e n e t w o r k s h a v e t u r n e d t h e w r o n g 

way and a r e s t a r t i n g t o g e t r o u g h e r . And we c a n ' t l e t 

t h a t r o a d as s es s ment go b a c k t o where i t was i n t h e 

'70s and '80s when a l l t h e D e p a r t m e n t d i d was f i x 

p o t h o l e s . 

I n f a c t , i t c o s t s f i ve t o t e n t i mes more 

t o r e b u i l d a r o a d t h a t h a s f a i l ed t h a n t o p r e s e r v e a 

r o a d i n goo d c o n d i t i o n . So t h e k e y i s k e e p t h e r o a d s 

t h a t a r e i n goo d c o n d i t i o n g o o d . And G e o r g e R o b e r t s 

a l l u d e d t o a s l i de h e r e e a r l i e r t h i s a f t e r n o o n when he 



h a d r o a d s o u t o f c y c l e . And r e a l l y what t h a t means i s 

t h e r e ' s a r i g h t t r e a t m e n t f o r e v e r y r o a d t h a t n e e d s t o 

--- o r r i g h t p r e s e r v a t i on t r e a t m e n t t h a t n e e d s t o be 

a p p l i ed a t t h e r i g h t t i me i n t h e l i f e o f t h a t 

p a v e m e n t . 

I t ' s j u s t l i k e h a v i n g a 2 5 - y e a r r o o f on 

y o u r h o u s e . I f y ou r e p l a c e i t when i t n e e d s t o be 

r e p l a c e d a l l y o u h a v e t o do i s r e p l a c e t h e r o o f . B u t 

i f y o u w a i t f i ve more y e a r s t h e n a l l o f t h e s u d d e n 

y o u ' r e r e p l a c i n g t h e s h e a t h i n g and t h e r a f t e r s and 

e v e r y t h i n g e l s e . Same way w i t h t h e r o a d . And a t t h e 

same t i m e t h a t y o u ' r e w a i t i n g t o g e t t h a t r o a d i n 

c y c l e , and i t ' s c o s t i n g more o f t h e I ' l l u s e t h e 

c l i che t h a t my P e n n s y l v a n i a D u t c h r e l a t i ve us ed a l l 

t h e t i me, t h e l i s t g e t s l o n g e r a t t h e b o t t o m b e f o r e i t 

g e t s s h o r t e r a t t h e t o p . W h i l e y o u ' r e w a i t i n g f o r 

t h o s e r o a d s t o g e t d o n e , t h e r e a r e a w h o l e r a f t o f 

o t h e r r o a d s t h a t a r e f a l l i ng i n t o t h e mai n t e n a n c e n e e d 

c y c l e s . 

So i n s u m m a t i o n , Mr. C h a i r m a n , b e c a u s e o f 

t h e n a t u r e o f t h e i ndus t r y , i n t h e as p h a l t p r o d u c i ng 

i ndus t r y men and women, P e n n s y l v a n i ans c a n be p u t b a c k 

t o work a l l o v e r t h e s t a t e as p a v e m e n t and 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i m p r o v e m e n t p r o j e c t s a r e a w a r d e d . 

Thes e a r e good p a y i ng, r e w a r d i ng j obs t h a t c a n n o t be 



s h i p p e d o v e r s e a s . An i n c r e a s e o r d e c r e a s e i n p r o g r a m 

f u n d i ng and p e r c e n t c h a n g e i n t h e w o r k f o r c e and j obs 

t h a t r u n p r e t t y much i n p a r a l l e l b e c a u s e o f t h e d a y s 

o f o u r i n d u s t r y . So u n f o r t u n a t e l y o v e r t h e l a s t few 

y e a r s we've s e e n a b o u t a 30 p e r c e n t d e c r e a s e i n t h e 

amount o f as p h a l t p a v i ng m e t h o d s done mos t l y on t h e 

c o m m e r c i a l s i de i n P e n n s y l v a n i a, t h e b i t s p o t s where 

p a r k i n g l o t s a r e n o t b e i n g done l i k e t h e y u s e d t o be. 

S o f o r a l l o f t h e a b o v e r e a s ons , PAPA 

s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t s a c o m p r e h e n s i ve f u n d i ng s o l u t i on, a 

s o l u t i on t h a t a d d r e s s es t h e n e e d s o f a l l 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on modes , a s o l u t i on t h a t i s p r e d i c a b l e 

and s u s t a i n a b l e , l o n g t e r m . Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u v e r y much, G a r y . W e l l 

s a i d , w e l l s p o k e n . And I d o n ' t s e e any q u e s t i o n s . I 

a p p r e c i a t e i t v e r y much. Thank y o u . 

MR. HOFFMAN: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

P e n n s y l v a n i a F a rm B u r e a u , Mr. C a r l 

S h a f f e r . C a r l , w e l c o m e . 

MR. SHAFFER: 

Thank y o u , s i r . 

CHAIRMAN: 



You may p r o c e e d when y o u ' r e r e a d y . 

MR. SHAFFER: 

Okay. Thank y o u , and I ' d l i k e t o t h a n k 

you a l l f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y h e r e t o d a y . As 

he s a i d , my name i s C a r l S h a f f e r and I'm p r e s i d e n t o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a F a rm B u r e a u , and I'm p r o u d t o r e p r e s e n t 

t o d a y a l m o s t 50,000 members a c r o s s t h e Commonwealth. 

A g r i c u l t u r e and a g r i bus i nes s I s t h e 

l e a d i n g i n d u s t r y i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . We're g e n e r a t i n g 

more t h a n $4.3 b i l l i o n i n c a s h r e c e i p t s and $44 

b i l l i o n i n t o t a l e c o n o m i c i m p a c t i n t h e Commonwealth. 

One o f t h e ways we're a b l e t o do t h i s i s t h r o u g h 

l i v i n g i n a g l o b a l economy. We're e x p o r t i n g a b o u t 30 

p e r c e n t o f what we p r o d u c e . One o f o u r k e y a d v a n t a g e s 

o v e r o u r g l o b a l c o m p e t i t o r s i s t h a t we h a v e a s u p e r i o r 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s ys tem c o m p a r e d t o them, c o m p a r e d t o 

S o u t h A m e r i c a and some o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . 

And t h e k e y t o s us t a i n i ng t h i s e c o n o m i c 

e n g i ne i s we h a v e t o s us t a i n o u r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s ys tem 

i n t h e Commonwealth. You know t h a t PennDOT and l o c a l 

t o w n s h i ps h a v e done t h e i r b e s t t o s t r e t c h 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n d o l l a r s . F a r m e r s and s u p p l i e r s a r e 

s t i l l i n c r e a s i n g l y f i n d i ng r o a d s and b r i dge a d d i t i ons 

i n a d e q u a t e and i m p a s s i b l e , w h e t h e r i t ' s a w e i g h t l i m i t 

i n t h e i r l a n e s o r r o a d c o n d i t i ons o r uns a f e b r i d g e s , 



P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s r e a l l y c a u s i n g 

f a r m e r s t o was t e t i me and f u e l and us i ng a l t e r n a t i ve 

r o u t e s t o g e t a r o u n d . 

J u s t one e x a m p l e , I f a r m a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

2 , 0 0 0 a c r e s i n C o l umbi a C o u n t y , and j us t one f arm i s 

150 a c r e s w i t h a s t r e a m r u n n i n g t h r o u g h i t . I t ' s a 

v e r y s m a l l s t r e a m and t h e r e ' s 28 f i e l d s on t h e o t h e r 

s i d e o f t h e s t r e a m . B e c a u s e o f a n a r r o w b r i d g e I h a v e 

t o t r a v e l s e v e r a l mi l es on a s t a t e r o a d t o c i r c l e 

a r o u n d t o g e t a c c e s s t o a f i e l d t h a t ' s o n l y 50 f e e t 

f r o m where I'm a l r e a d y o p e r a t i n g . T h i s c o s t s money, 

r a i s es t h e c o s t o f what I p r o d u c e b u t i t a l s o i s a 

r i s k e v e r y t i me we h a v e t o t a k e e q u i pment o u t on t h e 

s t a t e r o a d s . We're r u n n i n g a r i s k a l l t h e t i m e . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a F a rm B u r e a u has d e v e l o p e d a 

p o l i c y t o a d d r e s s t h e s e c o n c e r n s . Our o r g a n i z a t i o n 

recommends t h a t a l l t h e m o n i e s i n t h e M o t o r L i c e n s e 

F u n d r e c e i v e d f rom f u e l r e g i s t r a t i on o f v e h i c l es , 

l i c e n s es and o t h e r t a x e s be us ed s o l e l y f o r t h e 

i m p r o v e m e n t o f t h e h i g h w a y s y s t e m . The F a rm B u r e a u 

u n d e r s t a n d s s o l v i ng t h i s p r o b l em w i l l n o t be e a s y, and 

w e 're n o t o f f e r i n g t h e s e r e m a r k s t o p a s s t h e b l a m e on 

t h e c u r r e n t s i t u a t i o n . We're h e r e , h o w e v e r , t o h e l p 

a d d r e s s t h i s p r o b l em and f i nd common s ens e ways t o 

i m p r o v e o u r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . We f e e l a 



b a l a n c e d a p p r o a c h w o u l d i n c l ude f u n d i ng m e c h a n i s ms 

t h a t w i l l s p r e a d t h e f i n a n c i a l b u r d e n t o a l l who 

b e n e f i t f r o m o u r s t a t e ' s h i g h w a y s y s t e m r a t h e r t h a n 

meas u r e s t h a t i mpact s p e c i f i c us e r s and r e g i ons o f t h e 

s t a t e , s u c h as t o l l i n g o f I n t e r s t a t e 80. 

The F arm B u r e a u c a n s u p p o r t i n c r e a s i ng 

i n c r e a s ed commi t m e n t o f g e n e r a l f und r e v e n u e s , 

i s s u a n c e o f a d d i t i o n a l s t a t e b o n d s , i n c r e a s e s i n mo t o r 

f u e l t a x e s and o t h e r p r a c t i c a l f u n d i ng s o u r c e s s u c h as 

v e h i c l e r e g i s t r a t i o n and l i c e n s e f e e s . We a l s o f e e l 

t h a t mai n t e n a n c e o f h i ghways and r o a d s and b r i d g e s 

s h o u l d be g i v e n p r i o r i t y o v e r new c o n s t r u c t i on, 

e s p e c i a l l y i n r u r a l a r e a s . 

The F arm B u r e a u i s r e a l l y w i l l i ng t o h e l p 

f i nd a s o l u t i on t o t h i s p r o b l em and we hope we c a n 

h a v e a s e a t a t t h e t a b l e as a f u n d i n g p l a n i s c r e a t e d . 

I want t o t h a n k y o u a g a i n f o r y o u r t i me i n a l l o w i ng me 

t o comment on t h i s p r o b l e m . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u , C a r l . You h a v e a s e a t 

a t t h e t a b l e , and y o u ' r e welcome and we a p p r e c i a t e 

y o u r h e l p . Thank y o u . C h a i r m a n G e i s t ? 

MR. GEIST: 

Thank y o u . C a r l , we've h a d t e s t i m o n y i n 

t h e p a s t f rom d e p u t i es and o t h e r c o o p e r a t i v e s a b o u t 



t h e p r o b l em w i t h w e i g h t l i mi t e d r u r a l b r i d g e s and l ong 

d e t o u r s . Do you h a v e any i d e a i n P e n n s y l v a n i a how 

much t h a t ' s c o s t i n g t h e f a r m i n g i n d u s t r y ? 

MR. SHAFFER: 

We c a n ' t p u t an e x a c t d o l l a r amount, b u t 

i t d o e s v a r y . I know j u s t i n t h e d a i r y i n d u s t r y 

t h e r e ' s b e e n a l o t o f c a s e s where ba d r o a d s o r an 

i mpas s i b l e r o a d i n c e r t a i n c a s es t h a t c a u s e t r u c k s n o t 

t o be a b l e t o p i ck up t h e f arms , and t h r o w i ng away 

t h o u s ands o f d o l l a r s i n mi l k j us t p o u r i ng i t down t h e 

d r a i n . T h a t ' s a t o t a l w a s t e , and I h e a r t h i s f r o m o u r 

members a l l a c r o s s t h e s t a t e , t i me a f t e r t i me, w h e t h e r 

i t be --- maybe i t w i l l be a s now r e m o v a l p r o b l em o r a 

b r i d g e p r o b l e m where a m i l k t r u c k c a n ' t g e t t h e r e o r a 

r o a d t h a t ' s t o t a l l y o u t o f s e r v i c e . I'm h e a r i n g i t 

a l l t h e t i m e f r o m o u r members. 

MR. G EIST: 

And we h a d t h e h e a r i ng i n L o c k Haven and 

i t came t o o u r a t t e n t i on t h a t on s ome o f t h e s e b r i d g e s 

t h a t a r e o u t a t p o i n t i n t i mes t h e r e a r e no d e t o u r s 

b e c a u s e t h e y go b a c k i n t o a v a l l e y , no way i n o u r o u t . 

And t h e y s e r v e X number o f f a r m s . So i t became 

p r e t t y c l e a r a t t h a t h e a r i ng t h a t we h a v e an 

a g r i b u s i n e s s p r o b l e m and i t ' s c o s t i n g us money and 

t h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g we d o n ' t want t o h a v e . We want t h e 



b e s t e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p e d r o a d s i n t h e c o u n t r y . 

MR. SHAFFER: 

I r e a l l y t h i nk t h a t P e n n s y l v a n i a f a r m e r s 

p r o d u c e t h e s a f es t , mos t a f f o r d a b l e, mos t q u a l i t y f ood 

s u p p l y i n t h e w o r l d, and I t h i nk t h a t a d d r e s s i ng t h e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s s u e i s so v i t a l t o k e e p t h a t . I a l s o 

w o u l d l i ke t o m e n t i on, t o o , t h e e c o n o m i c i mpact t h a t I 

m e n t i o ned a b o u t t h e d o l l a r s t h a t a r e g e n e r a t e d , mos t 

o f t h a t i s s p e n t r i g h t b a c k i n t h e l o c a l economy. 

I t ' s n o t s e n t o v e r s e a s o r o u t o f t h e s t a t e . I t ' s 

r e i n v e s t e d r i g h t b a c k t o l o c a l economy. T h a t makes i t 

d o u b l y i m p o r t a n t , I t h i n k . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Good p o i n t . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a r r o l l . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . As a member o f 

t h e F a rm B u r e a u I'm p l e a s e d t o know t h a t t h e F a rm 

B u r e a u has p r o p o s e d a p a r t o f s o l v i n g t h i s p r o b l e m . 

Wi t h y o u r t e s t i mony c o m b i ned w i t h t h e t e s t i mony o f 

t h e s e f o l ks a t t h e Chamber, and t h e Bus i nes s Couns e l , 

and o t h e r s l i ke t h a t a c r o s s t h e s t a t e , r e a l l y h e l ps 

s h a r e a p o w e r f u l mes s age t h a t we h a v e a p r o b l em and we 

h a v e t o s t o p i t . So I a p p r e c i a t e and c o n g r a t u l a t e you 

and t h e F a rm B u r e a u on y o u r t e s t i m o n y . Thank y o u . 

MR. SHAFFER: 



Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u , Mr. S h a f f e r . I a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

MR. SHAFFER: 

Thank y o u v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN: 

V e r y g o o d . Okay, Mr. S t a n Rothman, who 

i s p r e s e n t f rom t h e A m e r i c a n As s o c i a t i on f o r R e t i r e d 

P e r s o n s . Mr. Rothman, w e l c o m e , t h a n k y o u . 

MR. ROTHMAN: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

F i v e m i n u t e s , s i r . 

MR. ROTHMAN: 

C h a i rman, members o f t h e Commi t t e e t h a t 

a r e s t i l l h e r e . Y e s , I am a v o l u n t e e r f o r AARP. I 

l i v e i n L o r d s V a l l e y i n P i k e C o u n t y . I ' v e b e e n 

i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e AARP D r i v e r S a f e t y P r o g r a m and t h e 

M o b i l i t y O p t i ons I n i t i a t i ve f o r many y e a r s and I h a v e 

c l os e w o r k i ng r e l a t i ons h i ps w i t h s ome o f f i c i a l s o f 

PennDOT, e s p e c i a l l y f r o m t h e S a f e t y Management B u r e a u . 

I'm v e r y p l e a s e d t o be h e r e t o d a y t o a l s o 

a d d r e s s t h e d i r e n e e d f o r s e n i o r s t o h a v e a c c e s s t o 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o p t i o n s . We b e l i e v e t h a t l a w m a k e r s 

mus t us e t h e c u r r e n t s p e c i a l l e g i s l a t i ve s es s i on t o 



d e v e l op a c o m p r e h e n s i ve t r a n s p o r t a t i on p l an t h a t 

p r o v i d e s a c c e s s i b l e, s a f e and a f f o r d a b l e o p t i ons f o r 

s e n i o r s . T h a t p l a n must a l s o c o n s i d e r l o n g - t e r m 

s o l u t i ons f o r o u r g r o w i ng t r a n s p o r t a t i on p r o b l ems 

r a t h e r t h a n m e r e l y a d o p t i n g a s t o p g a p a p p r o a c h . 

AARP b e l i e v e s t h a t t h i s c o m p r e h e n s i ve 

a p p r o a c h i s es p e c i a l l y i m p o r t a n t f o r s e n i o r s who n e e d 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on as s i s t a n c e more t h a n e v e r b e f o r e , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n s u b u r b a n and r u r a l a r e a s o f t h e s t a t e . 

Thous ands o f o u r o l d e r r e s i d e n t s r e q u i r e h e l p 

t r a v e l i ng t o and f rom m e d i c a l a p p o i n t m e n t s , g r o c e r y 

s t o r e s and o t h e r d e s t i n a t i ons n e c e s s a r y f o r l i v i ng 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y . By 2030 i t ' s e s t i m a t e d t h a t one i n 

f o u r r e s i d e n t s o f t h i s s t a t e w i l l be a t l e a s t 65 y e a r s 

o f a g e . The a v a i l a b i l i t y o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e s , 

t h e s a f e t y o f r o a d w a y s and v e h i c l es and t h e d e s i gn o f 

communi t i es w o u l d be es s e n t i a l t o h e l p o l d e r 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s m a i n t a i n t h e i r i n d e p e n d e n c e . T h e s e 

i s s ues a r e c r u c i a l c o n c e r n s f o r o u r s e n i o r s and f o r 

t h e i r a d u l t c h i l d r e n . 

I n o u r v i ew, any u p d a t e d t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

p l an mus t a d d r e s s t h e l i mi t e d o r n o n e x i s t e n t p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on i n s u b u r b a n a r e a s where mos t o l d e r 

A m e r i c a n s l i v e . A c c o r d i n g t o an AARP s u r v e y , 60 

p e r c e n t o f p e o p l e age 5 0 and a b o v e do n o t h a v e p u b l i c 



t r a n s p o r t a t i on w i t h i n a t e n - m i n u t e w a l k o f t h e i r home, 

c r e a t i ng a mi s m a t c h b e t w e e n t h e des i gn o f t o w n s t h a t 

a r e a l mos t e x c l us i v e l y f o r c a r s and r o a d p o p u l a t i on 

t h a t c a n n o t d r i v e o r c h o o s e s n o t t o d r i v e . 

C u r r e n t l y , we h a v e P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s S h a r e d 

R i de and T r a n s p o r t a t i on f o r t h e E l d e r l y P r o g r a m s t h a t 

p r o v i de s e n i o r s w i t h mi l l i ons o f r i d e s a n n u a l l y and 

a r e a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h t h e a g e n c i es on a g i ng, i n c l u d i ng 

s u b u r b a n and r u r a l a r e a s where t h e r e i s no o t h e r 

p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . T h e s e p r o g r a m s p r o v i d e an 

u r g e n t and e v e n des p e r a t e l y - n e e d e d s e r v i ce f o r many 

e l d e r l y r e s i d e n t s who mi g h t o t h e r w i s e be s t r a n d e d i n 

t h e i r own homes. 

How e v e r , f o r e x a m p l e, I l i ve i n a r u r a l 

s e c t i on o f P i ke C o u n t y where S h a r e d R i de i s t h e o n l y 

f orm o f t r a n s p o r t a t i on a v a i l a b l e t o s e n i o r s , p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . The s e r v i c e i s n ' t a v a i l a b l e on 

week e n d s , t r i ps n e e d t o be s c h e d u l ed a t l e a s t two d a y s 

i n a d v a n c e . W h i l e t h o s e f o l k s a r e d o i n g t h e b e s t j o b 

t h a t t h e y c a n w i t h t h e r e s o u r c e s t h e y h a v e , I c a n 

s a f e l y s ay t h a t t h e p r o g r a m i s n o t m e e t i ng t h e l o c a l 

n e e d s o f o u r s e n i o r p o p u l a t i o n , n o t by a l o n g s h o t . 

Now p o t e n t i a l l y t h e s e t r a n s i t p r o g r a m s 

c a n be e x p a n d e d , b e t t e r c o o r d i n a t e d , and as we 

m e n t i o n ed e a r l i e r , us i ng l o t t e r y f unds p e r h a p s t o h e l p 



o l d e r r e s i d e n t s a c c e s s t h e m e d i c a l c a r e , g r o c e r i es o r 

o t h e r n e c e s s i t i e s o f d a i l y l i f e . The same g o e s f o r 

t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s F r e e T r a n s i t P r o g r a m w h i c h a l l o w s 

o l d e r r e s i d e n t s t o t r a v e l a t no c o s t w e e k d a y s and 

c o n c u r r e n t bus r o u t e s l i ke COLT i n L a c k a w a n n a C o u n t y 

a d d r e s s t h a t p a r t i c u l a r i s s u e . 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on i s s ues e x t e n d b e y o n d j us t a c c e s s t o 

p u b l i c t r a n s i t . R e s e a r c h shows t h a t one i n f o u r 

d r i v e r s w i l l be age 6 5 o r o l d e r by 2 0 2 5 , w h i c h has 

p r o f ound i mpl i c a t i ons f o r p l a n n i ng, d e s i gn, o p e r a t i ons 

and mai n t e n a n c e o f o u r a l r e a d y o v e r w o r k e d and 

o v e r b u r d e n e d b r i d g e s and r o a d s , as we know. We f u l l y 

s u p p o r t e f f o r t s t o e n h a n c e t h e r o a d s and h i ghway, and 

a l l s a f e t y i m p r o v e m e n t s t h a t w i l l b e n e f i t a l l d r i v e r s 

i n c l u d i n g r u r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a . From p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t 

w i t h t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a PennDOT, I know t h e e x p e r t i s e 

and d e s i r e i s t h e r e t o make t h e s e n e c e s s a r y s a f e t y 

i m p r o v e m e n t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e . 

P r o t e c t i n g t h e s a f e t y o f r e s i d e n t s c a n ' t 

be l i m i t e d t o t h e r o a d s a t home. L i t t l e a t t e n t i o n i s 

g i v e n t o p o o r l y d e s i g n e d o r mai n t a i n e d s t r e e t s and 

s i d e w a l ks t h a t t h e s e n i o r s w a l k, es p e c i a l l y e l d e r l y 

and d i s a b l e d . 

AARP s u r v e y r e s u l t s s how t h a t f o u r i n t e n 



p e d e s t r i an f a t a l i t i es a r e p e o p l e o v e r t h e age o f 5 0 

a r e a t t r a f f i c i n t e r s e c t i o n s a l o n e . C o m m u n i t i e s c a n 

i m p r o v e p e d e s t r i a n s a f e t y and m i n i m i z e a t a minimum 

c o s t by t a k i ng s t e p s t o i mprove v i r i l i t y a t 

i n t e r s e c t i o n s , a d j u s t i n g t r a f f i c s i g n a l s , e t c e t e r a . 

And i n c o n c l us i on, i t i s c l e a r t h a t we 

n e e d t o be p r o v i d i ng a w i de v a r i e t y o f t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

o p t i ons i n P e n n s y l v a n i a, es p e c i a l l y f o r o l d e r 

r e s i d e n t s , i n o r d e r f o r them t o r e t a i n t h e i r 

i n d e p e n d e n t way o f l i v i n g and q u a l i t y o f l i f e . We 

l ook f o r w a r d t o w o r k i ng w i t h l awmakers d u r i ng t h i s 

s p e c i a l s es s i on t o d e v e l op t r a n s p o r t a t i on p l ans t h a t 

t r u l y i mprove t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e f o r a l l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . And I t h a n k y o u f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 

t o s p e a k and I ' d be h a p p y t o a n s w e r any q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u , Mr. Rothman, and t h a n k 

you f o r b r i n g i n g up t h e S h a r e d R i d e . I t ' s v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t t o a l o t o f f o l ks , h a n d i c a p p e d , b u t a l s o 

c e r t a i n l y s e n i o r c i t i z ens , and s o o f t e n p e o p l e t h a t 

l i v e i n some o f t h e r u r a l a r e a s d o n ' t t h i n k t h e y h a v e 

mass t r a n s i t b u t t h e y h a v e t h a t and i t ' s v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t . 

MR. ROTHMAN: 

And t h a t ' s a l o n e . 



CHAIRMAN: 

And t h a t i s mass t r a n s i t . T h a t ' s p a r t o f 

i t i n t h a t i t g o e s f o r g o t t e n s o m e t i m e s . So I'm g l a d 

you b r o u g h t t h a t up t o r e m i n d u s . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

C a r r o l l h a s a q u e s t i o n . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . S t a n l e y , I 

a p p r e c i a t e y o u r t e s t i m o n y and I know y o u ' r e a 

v o l u n t e e r , s o t h i s q u es t i on, i f y o u c a n n o t ans wer i t , 

I f u l l y u n d e r s t a n d . I d o n ' t mean t o p u t you on t h e 

s p o t , so i f you p a s s , I u n d e r s t a n d . Y o u r s e n t e n c e 

t h a t s a y s a l l t h a t i s mi s s i ng i s t h e f i n a n c i a l 

r e s o u r c e s t o g e t t h e work d o n e . Do you h a v e a 

s u g g e s t i o n on how we g e t t h o s e f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s ? 

Does AARP h a v e a s u g g e s t i o n , n o t you p e r s o n a l l y . 

MR. ROTHMAN: 

AARP i s p o i n t i n g o u t t h e p r o b l e m s . We 

d o n ' t know t h a t we c a n d e a l f i n a n c i a l s o l u t i o n s . We 

know t h a t e v e r y t h i n g i s s t r e s s e d . We m e n t i o n e d t h e 

l o t t e r y and p e r h a p s s ome o f t h e gami ng r e v e n u e s c o u l d 

be t a r g e t e d t o t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s s u e s . A g a i n , as a 

v o l u n t e e r , I d o n ' t s p e a k f o r t h e e n t i r e o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

I c o u l d , b u t t h e y c a n ' t f i r e me b e c a u s e I'm o n l y a 

v o l u n t e e r . 

MR. GEIST: 



And I t h i n k t h e p e n a l t y w o u l d n ' t be t h a t 

g r e a t anyway. I u n d e r s t a n d . I f y ou come t o l e a r n 

t h a t AARP has e n d o r s ed a menu o f s u g g e s t e d f u n d i ng 

o p t i ons , i f y o u c o u l d s h a r e t h a t w i t h us a t a f u t u r e 

d a t e , t h a t w o u l d be g r e a t . 

MR. ROTHMAN: 

I c e r t a i n l y w i l l . T h a t b r i n g s us b a c k t o 

t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l s , and I'm s u r e t h e r e w i l l be f u r t h e r 

d i s c u s s i o n a b o u t t h i s . 

MR. GEIST: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Maybe as a v o l u n t e e r y o u c o u l d recommend 

t o them t h a t t h e y be a l i t t l e more a g g r e s s i ve w i t h 

s ome o f t h e i r f u n d i ng, t h a t b e i ng t h e l o t t e r y b i l l , 

you a l r e a d y add t h a t p o i n t t o t h e s e t y p e s o f t h i ngs 

and c o o r d i n a t i o n i f y o u know. Our u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

a l r e a d y i s t h a t , b u t I t h i nk i t w o u l d r e q u i r e a l o t 

more t h a n t h o s e i tems and we w o u l d c e r t a i n l y l i ke t h e 

AARP t o j o i n w i t h us s ome more t o u g h e r --- n o t 

n e c e s s a r i l y t h e l ow h a n g i ng f r u i t f u n d r a i s e r s , b u t 

some o f t h e t o u g h e r ones t h a t w e're g o i n g t o h a v e t o 

d e a l w i t h . 

MR. ROTHMAN: 

Wel l , i n a d d i t i on t o t h a t , i f I may f o r a 



moment, t h e r e a r e w i t h r e g a r d t o t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

w here p e o p l e l i ve i n i s o l a t e d a r e a s , t h e r e a r e more 

p r i v a t e a c t u a l l y, p r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i ons and many 

s t a t e s h a v e a p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h s t a t e a g e n c i es o r l o c a l 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o n c e r n . And t h e s e p e o p l e as t h e y 

s t a t e , t h e r e a r e many m o d e l p r o g r a m s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

c o u n t r y t h a t I'm aware o f t h a t h a v e b e e n w o r k i n g i n 

d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s and t h e c o s t i s n o t on t h e s t a t e , i t 

i s on t h e i n d i v i d u a l . And t h e y t r y t o n o t c o m p e t e 

w i t h what we a r e d o i ng, b u t t o p i ck up t h e s l ack where 

t h e p u b l i c s u c h as R i d e S h a r e c a n n o t be a v a i l a b l e . 

And t h e s e a r e t h i ngs t h a t AARP w i l l be a b l e t o 

d i s c u s s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Okay, L o n n i e P o l l i , o f t h e G r e a t e r 

H a z l e t o n Chamber o f Commerce. L o n n i e , d i d I p r o n o u n c e 

y o u r name c o r r e c t l y? 

MS. P O L L I : 

Yes . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Welcome, y o u ' r e t h e C h a i r m a n o f 

t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n C o m m i t t e e f o r t h e Chamber. And you 

h a v e f i v e m i n u t e s , ma'am. 

MS. P O L L I : 

Oh, o k a y . 



CHAIRMAN: 

And y o u may p r o c e e d when y o u ' r e r e a d y . 

MS. P O L L I : 

Okay. Good a f t e r n o o n . I'm L o n n i P o l l i , 

v i ce c h a i r o f T r a n s p o r t a t i on f o r t h e G r e a t e r Haz l e t o n 

Chamber o f Commerce and I ' d l i k e t o make some comments 

on b e h a l f o f t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i on i s s u es i n t h e G r e a t e r 

H a z l e t o n a r e a . 

I w o u l d f i r s t l i ke t o b e g i n by a g r e e i ng 

t h a t o u r Chamber b e l i e v e s t h a t o u r s t a t e h i ghways and 

b r i d g e s y s t e m i s i n f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s . The s i t u a t i o n 

mos t d e f i n i t e l y p r o v i d e s a n e g a t i ve i mpact on o u r 

l o c a l economy. The number one p r i o r i t y i n t h e G r e a t e r 

H a z l e t o n a r e a i s a new r o a d e x t e n s i o n , R o u t e 424, 

w h i c h i s r i g h t o f f I - 8 1 , E x i t 141 t o go d i r e c t l y i n t o 

H u m b o l d t I n d u s t r i a l P a r k i n H a z l e T o w n s h i p . T h i s r o a d 

w o u l d p r o v i de a much n e e d e d e m e r g e n c y e x i t f rom one o f 

t h e l a r g e s t i n d u s t r i a l p a r k s i n N o r t h e a s t e r n PA. T h i s 

p a r k e m p l o y s o v e r 7,000 p e o p l e and has s e e n t r e m e n d o u s 

g r o w t h due t o t h e e f f o r t s o f CAN DO, I n c o r p o r a t e d , o u r 

l o c a l e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n . C u r r e n t l y 

R o u t e 924, w h i c h i s t h e r o a d t h a t r u n s r i g h t by t h e 

Humbol d t I ndus t r i a l P a r k , i s b e i ng e x p a n d e d t o f i ve 

l a n e s . P h a s e I has b e e n c o m p l e t e d . P h a s e I I i s c l o s e 

t o b e i ng c o m p l e t e d and t h e n p r o b a b l y by t h e end o f 



f a l l o r e a r l y s p r i n g . B u t P h a s e I I I was b a s i c a l l y 

t r a d e d i n s o t h a t t h e moni es f rom t h i s p h a s e c o u l d be 

t r a n s f e r r e d t o 424. T h i s i s r e a l l y j u s t a n e c e s s i t y 

o f t h e s e c o n d e x i t f rom t h e p a r k t h a t w o u l d go 

d i r e c t l y t o I n t e r s t a t e 81. 

Due t o f i n a n c i a l c o n s t r a i n t s o f t h e 

s t a t e , t h i s p r o j e c t has b e e n bas i c a l l y r e m o v e d f rom 

t h e TI P, e v e n t h o u g h i t i s r a n k e d t h i r d i n p r i o r i t y 

p r o j e c t s f o r D i s t r i c t 4-0. We c a n n o t o v e r l y s t r e s s 

how i m p o r t a n t t h i s r o a d i s t o t h e e c o n o m i c g r o w t h and 

s a f e t y t o t h e a r e a . Not o n l y d o e s t h e i n d u s t r i a l p a r k 

empl oy 7 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e, b u t E a g l e Rock r e s o r t i s l o c a t e d 

i m m e d i a t e l y o u t s i d e t h e p a r k . 

I n a d d i t i o n , w i t h o u t t h e l a c k ( s i c ) o f 

t h i s i m p o r t a n t i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , t h e c o n t i n u e d g r o w t h i n 

o u r a r e a w o u l d be h a m p e r e d . E v e n more i m p o r t a n t l y 

i t ' s t h e s a f e t y o f p e o p l e who t r a v e l t h a t r o a d e v e r y 

d a y . T h e r e i s a f e a r o f a c a t a s t r o p h i c e v e n t t o t h a t 

a r e a i f i t i s n o t i m p r o v e d . F u n d i n g t o a s s i s t i n t h i s 

p r o j e c t i s c r u c i a l . Due t o t h e f i n a n c i a l s t a t u s o f 

t h e s t a t e , t h i s p r o j e c t has d e f i n i t e l y b e e n a f f e c t e d . 

The s ame s i t u a t i on o c c u r r e d on a n o t h e r 

r o a d p r o j e c t i n H a z l e T o w n s h i p A i r p o r t B e l t w a y . T h i s 

p r o j e c t was o r i g i n a l l y d e s i g n e d f o r f i ve l a n e s , b u t 

due t o f i n a n c i a l r e s t r a i n t s , t h e p r o j e c t has now b e e n 



s c a l ed b a c k t o a d d i ng a f ew t u r n i ng l a n e s and a b o u t 

two a d d i t i o n a l l i g h t s . We're v e r y g r a t e f u l f o r a t 

l e a s t t h e s e i m p r o v e d s a f e t y f e a t u r e s , and t h a n k 

PennDOT on t h e i r e f f o r t s . B u t a g a i n , most b u s i n e s s e s 

a l o n g t h i s v e r y h e a v i l y t r a v e l e d a r e a f e e l t h a t i t ' s a 

b a n d - a i d a p p r o a c h and a r e h a m p e r i ng e c o n o m i c g r o w t h i n 

t h e a r e a . A g a i n , we know t h e r e s t r a i n t s t h a t t h e 

s t a t e i s u n d e r , b u t j us t t h e s e two p r o j e c t s hamper 

e c o n o m i c g r o w t h i n t h e a r e a . Some s u g g e s t i o n s t h a t 

s ome o f o u r members came up w i t h w o u l d be t o r a i s e t h e 

f u e l t a x , M a r c e l l us S h a l e e x t r a c t i on f e e , v e h i c l e 

r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e i n c r e a s e and i n c r e a s e i n d r i v e r ' s 

l i c e n s e f e e , a l s o c a s i n o f u n d s . 

I n c l os i ng, we t h a n k you f o r t h i s 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o p r e s e n t o u r c a s e and l ook f o r w a r d t o 

t h e r e s u l t s o f t h i s h e a r i n g . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u , Ms. P o l l i . We h e a r d 

f rom one o f t h e p r e v i ous p e o p l e was t h e S t a t e Chamber 

o f Bus i nes s and I ndus t r y , and t h e y h a d come o u t and 

s a i d t h e y were f o r r e a s o n a b l e i n c r e a s e i n t h e f u e l t a x 

and some o f t h e o t h e r t h i n g s . And you h a d m e n t i o n e d 

t h a t a l i t t l e b i t . I s t h a t s o m e t h i n g t h a t you c o u l d 

go a l ong w i t h as w e l l , y o u r Chamber? Do you h a v e a 

g e n e r a l , f o r m a l p o s i t i on on t h a t ? 



MS. P O L L I : 

We d i d n ' t make a f o r m a l p o s i t i o n , b u t we 

d i d do a p o l l on I n t e r s t a t e 8 0 t o l l i ng, and t h e s e were 

s ome o f t h e s u g g e s t i ons t h a t came b a c k f rom o u r 

members t h a t we mi g h t c o n s i d e r , y o u know, b e c a u s e t h e y 

were d e f i n i t e l y o p p o s e d t o I n t e r s t a t e 80 t o l l i n g . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. I t h i n k i t w o u l d be a l o t more 

h e l p f u l t o us and t o t h e p e o p l e t h a t r e p r e s e n t y o u i n 

t h e S t a t e Hous e and S e n a t e i f y o u h a d a d e f i n i t i ve 

p l an t h a t y o u w o u l d s u p p o r t and --- s o t h a t i t g i v e s 

t h a t s u p p o r t when t h e y h a v e t o go, you know, and f i g h t 

f o r t h e s e p r o j e c t s b e c a u s e t h e y ' r e a l l g o i n g t o c o s t 

f u n d i n g . We c a n ' t do any o f t h a t , as y ou m e n t i o n e d , 

u n l e s s we g e t some e x t r a f u n d s . So, you know, 

somebody's g o i n g t o h a v e t o pay f o r i t and we n e e d a l l 

o f i t --- we n e e d g r a s s r o o t s s u p p o r t s u c h as y o u r s and 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t s u p p o r t i t . 

MS. P O L L I : 

T h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g we a r e c o n s i d e r i n g , and 

we're t r y i n g t o g e t a f e e l w h e t h e r o u r members w o u l d 

s u p p o r t , b u t u n t i l t h a t t i m e , we c a n ' t t a k e t h a t . I 

j us t w a n t e d t o m e n t i on p a s s i ng, t h a t t h i s p h a s e o f 4 2 4 

i s a c t u a l l y o n l y 1.4 m i l e s , and i t ' s r e a l l y c r i t i c a l 

t h a t we w o u l d h a v e an e x i t i n t o t h i s a r e a . I f 



t h e r e were e v e r a s p i l l on R o u t e 9 2 4 , 7 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e a r e 

t r a p p e d i n t h a t i n d u s t r i a l p a r k . T h e r e ' s no way t o 

g e t them o u t . And I g u e s s I j u s t f e e l so s t r o n g l y 

a b o u t i t b e c a u s e i t i s s u c h a s a f e t y i s s ue, and t h e 

f a c t t h a t we d i d h a v e t h e money, you know, f o r P h a s e 

I I I when we d i d i t , y o u know, we c o u l d f o r g o P h a s e I I I 

j u s t t o be a b l e t o g e t t h i s m i l e and a h a l f p u t i n . 

S o t h a n k y o u v e r y much, you know, f o r c o n s i d e r i ng 

t h i s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u . Thank y o u v e r y much. 

The T r a n s p o r t a t i o n C o n s t r u c t i o n I n d u s t r i e s , T C I , Mr. 

Bob H o u s e l . 

MR. HOUSEL: 

Mr . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Bob, w e l c o m e . Thank y o u . F i v e m i n u t e s , 

s i r . 

MR. HOUSEL: 

Thank y o u . Mr. C h a i r m a n , my name i s Bob 

Hous e l and I am v i ce p r e s i d e n t o f Mas t e r s Ready M i x e d 

C o n c r e t e i n K i n g s l e y , P e n n s y l v a n i a . Thank y o u f o r t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y b e f o r e y o u t h i s a f t e r n o o n . I 

am h e r e on b e h a l f o f t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i on Cons t r u c t i on 

I ndus t r i es , t h e u n i f i ed v o i ce o f t h e m a t e r i a l s and 



c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r i e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . I am a l s o 

h e r e on b e h a l f o f o u r empl o y e e s and members t o s u p p o r t 

o u r company. We a r e a f a m i l y - o w n e d , t h i r d g e n e r a t i o n , 

l o c a l company i n b u s i n e s s s i n c e 1932. 

I am one o f t h o s e c o m p a n i es t h a t t h e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i ve made t h e r e f e r e n c e e a r l i e r as s he s p o k e 

t o t h e f e l l o w s f r o m PennDOT. My w r i t t e n t e s t i m o n y h a s 

b e e n e n t e r e d i n t o y o u r r e c o r d , b u t I w o u l d l i ke t o add 

ke y p e r s o n a l obs e r v a t i ons on t h e m a t t e r o f 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

The K e y s t o n e S t a t e was on c e a l e a d e r i n 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on i n o u r c o u n t r y , b u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y we 

now h o l d t h e d u b i ous d i s t i n c t i on o f h a v i ng t h e mos t 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s i n o u r n a t i o n . I h a v e 

s e e n P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m g r a d u a l l y 

d e t e r i o r a t e o v e r t h e y e a r s . Our s i t u a t i o n i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a has come t o t h e p o i n t where t h e A m e r i c a n 

S o c i e t y o f C i v i l E n g i n e e r s ' 2010 r e p o r t c a r d g a v e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a a g r a d e o f D m i n u s f o r i t s r o a d s . I n 

p a s s i n g , I am s i m i l a r m y s e l f . 

I h a v e a l s o s een t h e e c o n o m i c i mpact o f 

a l l t h e c l o s e d and p o s t e d b r i d g e s , and I'm g o i n g t o 

e c h o what t h e y ' v e s a i d e a r l i e r . We v e r y o f t e n c a n no 

l o n g e r go f rom p o i n t A t o p o i n t B t o make o u r 

d e l i v e r i e s . We d r i v e o u r t r u c k s much f u r t h e r and wear 



them o u t much f as t e r j us t t o s e r v i ce t h e s ame a r e a s 

and now w i t h t h e pos t i ng o f many o f t h e r o a d s i n o u r 

a r e a , t h e t r a v e l t h a t ' s a v a i l a b l e t o us w i l l c o n t i n u e 

t o s h r i n k . 

I n s h o r t , i t ' s b e c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y 

d i f f i c u l t t o r u n an e f f e c t i v e , e f f i c i e n t t r u c k i ng 

bus i nes s due t o t h e p r e v a l e n c e o f unus a b l e b r i d g e s and 

p o s t e d r o a d s . When my g r a n d f a t h e r s t a r t e d t h i s 

bus i nes s o u r t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys tem i m p r o v e d w i t h e a c h 

d e c a d e and made o u r b u s i n e s s grow. I am t h e f i r s t 

g e n e r a t i o n i n my f a m i l y t h a t ' s b e e n f a c e d w i t h w o r s t 

r o a d s and b u s i n e s s t h a n t h e p r e v i o u s one. T h i s i s n o t 

a l e g a c y I want t o be as s o c i a t e d by f u t u r e 

g e n e r a t i o n s . W h i c h b r i n g s me t o t h e p o i n t o f my 

t e s t i m o n y . As y ou v i e w as e l e c t e d s t a t e o f f i c i a l s 

h a v e t h e power t o a f f e c t t h a t l e g a c y and c r e a t e an 

a t m o s p h e r e where p r o s p e r i t y c a n grow. The b a s i s f o r 

t h e t o l l i s t h a t p r o s p e r i t y i n no p a r t , i n no s mal l 

p a r t , i s b u i l t on t h e q u a l i t y o f o u r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

I t i s l i t e r a l l y t h e f o u n d a t i on o f o u r s u c c e s s i n a 

s t a t e and as a n a t i o n . 

Our n e i g h b o r s i n New J e r s e y g e t i t . They 

h a v e p r o p o s e d a $3.54 b i l l i o n c a p i t a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

p r o g r a m e v e n t h o u g h t h e y a r e i n w o r s t s hape b u d g e t -

w i s e t h a n P e n n s y l v a n i a . I f we as P e n n s y l v a n i a n s do 



n o t g e t on b o a r d on a c o m p r e h e n s i ve p r o p e r l y f u n d e d , 

l o n g - t e r m t r a n s p o r t a t i on p l an we w i l l s i mpl y be l e f t 

b e h i n d . 

B e y o n d t h e o b v i ous o f t h a t an i n c r e a s e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on f und w i l l b r i ng t o t h e Commonweal t h 

t h e r e a r e s ome r e a l e c o n o m i c i m p a c t s we w i l l s ee 

c i t i z e n s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . The r e c e n t A m e r i c a n Road 

and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n B u i l d e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n s t u d y has 

c o n c l u d e d t h a t d o u b l i n g P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i n v e s t m e n t c r e a t e s more t h a n 5 0 , 0 0 0 j obs i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a, o r a r e d u c t i on i n o u r u n e m p l oyment o f 

t e n p e r c e n t . T h a t w o u l d move a l o t o f p e o p l e f r o m 

y o u r p a y r o l l t o o u r i n d u s t r y ' s p a y r o l l and c r e a t e 

50,000 more t a x p a y e r s , n o t t a x t a k e r s . 

T h e r e a r e two c h o i c e s b e f o r e u s . We t r y 

t o do a n y t h i ng w i t h t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e t h a t we h a v e , 

o r we c a n s t r a t e g i c a l l y i mprove i t t o p o s i t i on 

P e n n s y l v a n i a f o r e c o n o m i c g r o w t h . B o t h w i l l r e q u i r e 

a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i ng, b u t o n l y one w i l l g e n e r a t e new 

j o b s and o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r o u r f a i r s t a t e . 

We want t o work w i t h y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n , 

and y o u r c o l l e a g u e s on t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h i s i s s u e . 

We as c i t i z ens and you as e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s n e e d t o 

communi c a t e i n a c t i on b e t w e e n t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , e c o n o m i c g r o w t h and mai n t a i n i ng 



q u a l i t y o f l i f e . I a c k n o w l e d g e t h a t we f a c e t o u g h 

d e c i s i ons i n g u i d i ng o u r s t a t e t o w a r d s t h e r o a d t o 

p r o s p e r i t y , b u t i s n ' t t h a t a c r i t i c a l t a s k o f 

l e a d e r s h i p ? The t o o l s we n e e d t o g e t t h e j o b done a r e 

a v a i l a b l e and t h e y h a v e b e e n d e t a i l ed by many o f t h e 

s p e a k e r s b e f o r e us t o d a y . I u r g e y o u t o u s e t h o s e 

t o o l s t o h e l p c r e a t e a l e g a c y f o r o u r s t a t e t h a t y o u 

and I w i l l be p r o u d t o h a n d t o o u r c h i l d r e n and 

g r a n d c h i l d r e n . Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u v e r y much. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mundy. 

MS. MUNDY: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . And I j u s t want 

t o t h a n k Mr. H o u s e l f o r b e i n g h e r e t o d a y and c e r t a i n l y 

i d e n t i f y i ng an i s s ue t h a t i s e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t t o 

me, and t h a t i n d e e d i s l o c a l bus i nes s es and t h e mom 

and pop b u s i n e s s e s s t a r t e d many y e a r s ago, and i t ' s 

c r i t i c a l l y i m p o r t a n t as a l o c a l bus i nes s t h a t he i s 

a b l e t o g e t h i s p r o d u c t f rom p o i n t A t o p o i n t B, t o 

t h e c u s t o m e r s and p r o v i de t h a t , by t h e pos t i ng and 

b o n d i ng o f t h e f o u r - d i g i t r o a d s i s an i s s ue t o o u r 

l o c a l c o n t r a c t o r s and l o c a l mom and pop b u s i n e s s e s . 

B u t t h a n k y o u v e r y much f o r y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y t o d a y , Bob. I s i n c e r e l y a p p r e c i a t e y o u 



c o m i ng and I a p p r e c i a t e y o u w a i t i ng as you h a d t o t o 

p r o v i d e t h a t t e s t i m o n y . So t h a n k y o u . 

MR. HOUSEL: 

Thank y o u . 

MS. MUNDY: 

And t h a n k y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u , Bob, I a p p r e c i a t e i t . Okay. 

N e x t i s t h e t e s t i mony o f t h e R a i l F r e i g h t A d v i s o r y 

Commi t t e e , o f w h i c h R i ck and I a r e members , and o u r 

C h a i r m a n i s h e r e , L a r r y M a l s k i . L a r r y ? 

MR. MALSKI: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

F i v e m i n u t e s , p l e a s e . And you may 

p r o c e e d . 

MR. MALSKI: 

A g a i n I want t o t h a n k t h e House 

T r a n s p o r t a t i on Commi t t e e f o r h o l d i ng t h e s e h e a r i ngs , 

and i n p a r t i c u l a r C h a i r m a n M a r k o s e k and C h a i r m a n G e i s t 

f o r t h e i r d i l i g e n c e and o p p o r t u n i t y f o r t h e s e 

p r o c e e d i n g s a c r o s s t h e s t a t e . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a R a i l F r e i g h t A d v i s o r y 

Commi t t e e , as m e n t i o n e d , h as p r o v i d e d l e g i s l a t u r e , 

a d v i s ed and r e c o m m e n d a t i ons on m a t t e r s a f f e c t i ng t h e 



v i t a l r a i l f r e i g h t i ndus t r y i n P e n n s y l v a n i a, i n c l u d i ng 

f u n d i n g . I t has become o b v i o u s t h a t P e n n s y l v a n i a 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on n e e d s f a r o u t w e i gh t h e f u n d i ng l e v e l s 

t h a t h a v e b e e n p r o v i d e d , and t h e r e f o r e as an ans wer t o 

y o u r f i r s t f o r m a l ques t i on, we b e l i eve a f i n a n c i a l 

c r i s i s d o e s i n f a c t e x i s t . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a h i ghway and r a i l 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e a r e t h e a r t e r i es and v e i ns o f t h e 

Commonwealth's economy. As t h e y become d e f i c i e n t 

b e c a u s e o f o v e r u s e and i ns u f f i c i e n t f u n d i ng t o e x p a n d 

c a p a c i t y , t h e e n t i r e s t a t e ' s economy and a l l o f i t s 

i n d u s t r i e s s u f f e r . 

E v i d e n c e o f t h e n e e d f o r a d d i t i o n a l 

f u n d i ng i s demons t r a t e d a n n u a l l y by t h e more t h a n 

d o u b l e o r t r i p l e amounts o f s t a t e r a i l f u n d i ng t h a t i s 

r e q u e s t e d t h r o u g h g o o d a p p l i c a t i o n s t o PennDOT's 

B u r e a u o f R a i l F r e i g h t . I t c a n n o t be f u n d e d b e c a u s e 

o f l a c k o f f u n d i n g . The j o b s c r e a t e d and new 

i ndus t r i es t h a t h a v e o p e n e d P e n n s y l v a n i a o r e x p a n d e d 

a r e d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o t h e B u r e a u o f R a i l F r e i g h t 

g r a n t s h a v e b e e n w e l l d o c u m e n t e d o v e r t h e y e a r s . 

I n a c t i on i s n o t an a c c e p t a b l e s o l u t i on 

f o r c r e a t i ng j ob g r o w t h and a t t r a c t i ng new i ndus t r i a l 

d e v e l o p m e n t i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . I t has b e e n d e m o n s t r a t e d 

and d o c u m e n t e d t h a t i n c r e a s i ng t h e f u n d i ng l e v e l s o f 



t h e s t a t e ' s RTAP f u n d i n g and RFAP f u n d i n g w h i c h h a v e 

b e e n i n c r e a s ed i n r e c e n t y e a r s p r o d u c e i mmedi a t e j obs 

and e c o n o m i c g r o w t h i n t h e Commonwealth. We h i g h l y 

recommend and r e q u e s t t h a t t h e g o v e r n o r and t h e 

l e g i s l a t u r e c o n t i nue t h e i r p o l i c y o f i n c r e a s i ng t h e s e 

f u n d i ng l e v e l s o f t h e RFAP and RTAP due t o t h e 

i mmedi a t e and s i g n i f i c a n t e c o n o m i c b e n e f i t s t h a t t h e y 

h a v e p r o v i d e d t o t h e Commonwealth. 

The l as t i s s ue o f how t o s o l ve t h e 

f u n d i ng c r i s i s i s o b v i ous l y t h e mos t c o n t r o v e r s i a l and 

d i f f i c u l t . Of c o u r s e t h e r e a r e no s i l v e r b u l l e t s o r 

q u i ck s o l u t i ons b u t s u r e l y a c o m p r e h e n s i ve a p p r o a c h 

w i t h a l l o f o u r mai n m e c h a n i s m on t h e t a b l e a r e 

n e e d e d . P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s c r u m b l i n g h i g h w a y 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s t h e mos t p r e s s i ng s egment o f t h e 

o v e r a l l p r o b l e m . I t has b e e n p r o v e n t h a t e a c h l o a d e d 

r a i l c a r h a s t h e a b i l i t y t o t a k e f o u r o r f i ve t r u c k s 

o f f o u r o v e r c r o w d e d h i g h w a y i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . T h i s 

p r o d u c e s t h e d u a l b e n e f i t s o f r e d u c i ng h i ghway 

c o n g e s t i on and r e d u c i ng wear and t e a r on o u r h i ghway 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . T h i s d u a l b e n e f i t , a l o n g w i t h t h e 

f a c t t h a t t h e r a i l r o a d c a n move one t o n o f f r e i g h t 436 

mi l es on one g a l l on o f d i es e l f u e l , emphas i z es how 

d i r e c t l y h e l p f u l t h e r a i l r o a d c a n be i n h e l p i ng t o 

s o l v e t h e Commonwealth's f r e i g h t i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 



p r o b l e m s . 

I w o u l d l i ke t o n e x t p r o c e e d t o r e g i o n a l 

ans w e r s , h o p e f u l l y t o t h e Commi t t e e r e g a r d i ng t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a N o r t h e a s t R e g i o n a l R a i l r o a d A u t h o r i t y , 

w here I am p r e s i d e n t . The PNRRA i s a 1 0 0 - m i l e 

r e g i o n a l r a i l s ys tem o p e r a t i ng i n t h e f o u r c o u n t i es i n 

N o r t h e a s t e r n P e n n s y l v a n i a . We p r o v i d e d a i l y r a i l 

f r e i g h t s e r v i ce t o o u r c o n t r a c t p r i v a t e r a i l o p e r a t o r , 

t h e D e l a w a r e - L a c k a w a n n a R a i l r o a d t o o v e r 25 a c t i v e 

r a i l d e p e n d e n t i n d u s t r i e s w h i c h p r o v i d e o v e r 2,000 

j o b s i n N o r t h e a s t P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

The 6 0 -mi l e p o r t i on o f o u r r a i l s ys tem 

b e t w e e n S c r a n t o n and t h e D e l aware W a t e r Gap a l s o 

c o m p r i s e t h e i n t e g r a l s egment o f t h e s egment f rom t h e 

p r o p o s ed S c r a n t o n t o New Y o r k C i t y r a i l p a s s e n g e r 

r e s t o r a t i on p r o j e c t , a l s o known as t h e L a c k a w a n n a 

C u t o f f . 

I w o u l d l i ke t o c o n v e y o u r p e r s p e c t i ve on 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g d i l e m m a by 

a n s w e r i n g t h e C o m m i t t e e ' s f i v e s p e c i f i c q u e s t i o n s . We 

b e l i eve f u n d i ng f o r a l l f orms o f t r a n s p o r t a t i on i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a s h o u l d be i n c r e a s e d . F u n d i n g f o r r a i l 

f r e i g h t i n f r a s t r u c t u r e on o u r r e g i o n a l r a i l s ys tem has 

a l l owed us t o l o c a t e n i ne new i ndus t r i es i n t o t h e 

Commonwealth i n t h e l a s t 25 y e a r s . Our a n n u a l f r e i g h t 



c a r l o a d i ngs h a v e i n c r e a s ed by 1 , 3 2 3 p e r c e n t f rom 5 6 2 

c a r l o a d s t o a l m o s t 8,000 c a r l o a d s p e r y e a r o v e r t h e 

same p e r i o d . T h e s e c o l d s t a t i s t i c s t r a n s l a t e i n t o 

n e a r l y a mi l l i on t r u c k s t h a t h a v e b e e n t a k e n o f f o f 

t h e Commonwealth's s t r a i n e d h i g h w a y n e t w o r k . 

C onges t i on and h i ghway mai n t e n a n c e 

f u n d i ng l i mi t a t i ons h a v e n e g a t i v e l y i m p a c t e d n o t o n l y 

o u r a b i l i t y t o m a r k e t o u r r e g i on o f t h e s t a t e as a 

f r e i g h t d i s t r i b u t i on hub, b u t a l s o has d i r e c t l y 

n e g a t i v e l y i m p a c t e d t h e movement o f P e n n s y l v a n i a 

r e s i d e n t s t o j o b s i n a d j o i n i n g r e g i o n s and s t a t e s . 

The p r i me e x a m p l e o f t h i s s e v e r e 

r e s t r i c t i on on o u r g r o w t h and m obi l i t y i s t h e d i r e 

c o n d i t i on o f commuter t r a f f i c on I n t e r s t a t e 8 0 i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a and New J e r s e y d u r i n g r u s h h o u r . O v e r 

2 0 , 0 0 0 P e n n s y l v a n i a r e s i d e n t s s u p p o r t t h e N o r t h e a s t 

P e n n s y l v a n i a economy w i t h t h e i r h ous e h o l ds and 

f ami l i es , b u t mus t t r a v e l t o New J e r s ey and New Y o r k 

C i t y e v e r y m o r n i n g t o t h e i r p l a c e s o f e m p l o y m e n t . 

T h i s i n t e r s t a t e v e h i c u l a r t r a f f i c has 

t u r n e d I -8 0 i n t o a p a r k i ng l o t d u r i ng r u s h h o u r w i t h 

f a i l ed t r a f f i c c o n d i t i ons o f s t o p p e d t r a f f i c on t h i s 

i n t e r s t a t e . T h i s f a i l e d t r a f f i c c o n d i t i o n c o n t i n u e s 

t o p r o d u c e l o n g e r and more s e r i ous t r a f f i c d e l a y s as 

e v e r y y e a r g o e s by . 



The S c r a n t o n t o New Y o r k C i t y r a i l 

commuter r e s t o r a t i on p r o j e c t o v e r o u r l i nes and t h o s e 

owned by New J e r s ey T r a n s i t w o u l d d i r e c t l y and 

i mmedi a t e l y s t a r t t o a l l e v i a t e t h i s d i r e c o n g e s t i on 

p r o b l em by s a f e l y and e f f i c i e n t l y e l i mi n a t i ng o v e r 

6 , 0 0 0 c o m m u t e r s f rom t h i s c o n g e s t i on n i g h t m a r e i n an 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y b e n e f i c i a l way. The S c r a n t o n t o New 

Y o r k C i t y r a i l r e s t o r a t i on has o b t a i n e d i t s f i n a l 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l a p p r o v a l i n t h e f orm o f a FONS I , F i n d i ng 

o f No S i g n i f i c a n t I m p a c t , f rom t h e F e d e r a l T r a n s i t 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n November 2009 and i s a w a i t i n g s t a t e 

and f e d e r a l f u n d i n g t o p r o c e e d w i t h t h i s p r o j e c t . The 

S t a t e s o f New J e r s ey and P e n n s y l v a n i a h a v e a l r e a d y 

i n v e s t e d o v e r $21 m i l l i o n t o a c q u i r e t h e r i g h t o f way 

f o r t h i s p r o j e c t . 

I n a c t i on on t h i s p r o j e c t and many o t h e r 

h i g h l y b e n e f i c i a l and s h o v e l - r e a d y t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

p r o j e c t s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a i s no l o n g e r a c c e p t a b l e . We 

a r e a d v o c a t i n g t h e i n c r e a s e i n f u n d i n g f o r PennDOT's 

v e r y e f f e c t i ve B u r e a u o f R a i l F r e i g h t t o add more 

s t a f f and t o i n c r e a s e t h e f u n d i ng l e v e l s o f t h e RFAP 

and RTAP f u n d i n g l e v e l s t o t w i c e t h e i r c u r r e n t l e v e l s . 

We a r e a l s o s t r o n g l y r e q u e s t i ng f u n d i ng 

f o r r a i l t r a n s i t p r o g r a m s and s p e c i f i c a l l y r e q u e s t 

s t a t e f u n d i ng f o r t h e S c r a n t o n t o New Y o r k C i t y r a i l 



p a s s e n g e r r e s t o r a t i on p r o j e c t t o f r e e P e n n s y l v a n i a 

r e s i d e n t s f rom t h e g r i d l ock t h a t i s c h o k i ng o u r 

economy. A l l s o u r c e s o f f u n d i n g must be c o n s i d e r e d 

e l i g i b l e f o r i n c r e a s es t h a t a r e n e e d e d t o a d d r e s s t h e 

C ommonwealth's f r e i g h t and p a s s e n g e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

n e e d s i n c l u d i ng b u t c e r t a i n l y n o t l i mi t e d t o t h e 

i n c r e a s e i n gas t a x and c o n s i d e r a t i on o f s ome 

i n n o v a t i v e i d e a s l i k e w e i g h t / d i s t a n c e t a x e s j u s t t o 

name two . 

I f P e n n s y l v a n i a i s t o r e m a i n t h e K e y s t o n e 

S t a t e i n t r a n s p o r t a t i on e x c e l l e n c e , i n a c t i on c a n no 

l o n g e r be t o l e r a t e d . I t h a n k you f o r y o u r t i m e . I ' d 

be h a p p y t o a n s w e r any q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

T h a n k s , L a r r y . C h a i r m a n G e i s t . 

MR. G EIST: 

L a r r y , t h a n k you v e r y much. F o r t h o s e o f 

you who d o n ' t know, L a r r y ' s p r o b a b l y t h e number one 

guy i n P e n n s y l v a n i a f o r r a i l p o l i c y , and has c h a i r e d 

t h e R a i l F r e i g h t P o l i cy Commi t t e e i n H a r r i s b u r g f o r I 

t h i n k 312 y e a r s . T h a t l e g i s l a t i o n was r e a l l y 

f o r w a r d e d by S e n a t o r C o r b i n and mys e l f , and I t h i nk 

s i n c e i t s i n c e p t i on has l ed t o u n b e l i e v a b l e e c o n o m i c 

d e v e l opment, and es p e c i a l l y i n t h e s h o r t - l i ne 

i n d u s t r y . You s h o u l d be p r a i s e d f o r t h e f i n e work 



t h a t y o u ' v e d o n e , n o t o n l y t h r o u g h h e r e , b u t a l l o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

MR. M ALSKI : 

I t h a n k you v e r y much, C h a i r m a n G e i s t . 

And i t r e a l l y was p e o p l e w i t h f o r e s i g h t l i ke you and 

o t h e r s 2 0 y e a r s ago t o p u t t o g e t h e r t h e R a i l F r e i g h t 

b u d g e t , b e i ng l e g i s l a t i v e l y s u p p o r t e d , and p e o p l e l i ke 

you and C h a i rman M a r k o s ek we hope t o c o n t i nue o u r 

m i s s i o n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a r r o l l ? 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . And I w o u l d t o o 

l i ke t o t h a n k you f o r y o u r l e a d e r s h i p as a Hous e 

member and r e p r e s e n t p a r t o f L u z e r n e and p a r t o f 

M o nroe C o u n t i es , and I c a n a t t e s t t o t h e c o l os s a l 

p r o b l ems t h a t we h a v e on I -8 0 , w i t h r e s p e c t t o t r a f f i c 

g o i ng b a c k and f o r t h t o New Y o r k and New J e r s e y , and I 

a p p l a u d y o u r l e a d e r s h i p , L a r r y . I t ' s v e r y i m p o r t a n t 

as we move f o r w a r d t o t r y and t a k e t h a t i n t e r e s t , and 

I w i s h t h e f o l ks i n New J e r s ey were as e a g e r as you 

a r e t o f i n d a way t o g e t p r o j e c t s . B u t I know t h a t 

y o u ' l l s a y k e e p y o u r h a n d on t h e p u z z l e , t o make s u r e 

t h a t we b r i n g t h a t p r o j e c t t o c o m p l e t i o n . So t h a n k 

y o u . 



MR. MALSKI: 

Thank y o u . A g a i n , I want t o t h a n k y o u 

f o r y o u r s u p p o r t on t h i s p r o j e c t , and o t h e r s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

T h a n k s , L a r r y . 

MR. MALSKI: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. A l l r i g h t . P e n n s y l v a n i a A v i a t i o n 

C o u n s e l , Mr. G e o r g e S t r u n k , g e n e r a l manager o f D e i n 

P r o p e r t i e s . Mr. S t r u n k , w e l c o m e . 

MR. STRUNK: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u . F i v e m i n u t e s , s i r . And you 

may p r o c e e d . 

MR. STRUNK: 

Good a f t e r n o o n . My name i s G e o r g e S t r u n k 

and I r e s i d e i n P a r a d i s e T o w n s h i p , Monroe C o u n t y . 

F i r s t I ' d l i k e t o e x p r e s s my s i n c e r e t h a n k s t o t h e 

Commi t t e e s f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o s h a r e my i n p u t and 

e x p e r t i s e r e g a r d i ng t h e v a l ue o f g e n e r a l and c o r p o r a t e 

a v i a t i o n i n o u r Commonwealth's economy, and r e g a r d i n g 

t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f o u r s t a t e ' s c o n t i n u e d i n v e s t m e n t i n 

a f u n c t i o n a l and a t t r a c t i v e g e n e r a l a v i a t i o n s y s t e m . 



I work as a g e n e r a l manager o f o u r 

c o m m e r c i a l and r e a l es t a t e i n v e s t m e n t company, named 

D e i n P r o p e r t i es , and I a l s o s e r v e as a f i n a n c i a l 

c o n s u l t a n t t o s e v e r a l s i s t e r c o m p a n i es o f D e i n 

P r o p e r t i es , w h i c h manuf a c t u r e p r e c i s i on m e t a l 

e q u i pment, c o m p o n e n t s , e d u c a t i o n a l f u r n i t u r e , s h r i nk 

wrap m a c h i n e s and d a r k room e q u i p m e n t . T h e s e p r o d u c t s 

a r e m a r k e t e d a c r o s s t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s and i n s ome 

c a s e s a r o u n d t h e w o r l d . I n t o t a l , o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n 

e m p l o y s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 70 f u l l - t i m e w o r k e r s . 

The owner o f t h e s e c o m p a n i es has b e e n an 

a v i a t o r f o r many y e a r s and a l ways u n d e r s t o o d t h e v a l ue 

and u t i l i t y o f g e n e r a l a v i a t i o n . As more and more 

m e e t i ngs r e q u i r e d my bos s and o u r e x e c u t i v e s and 

s a l es men t o be i n s mal l c i t i es and t o w n s a c r o s s t h e 

c o u n t r y w i t h l i t t l e n o t i ce and s o m e t i mes i n r a p i d 

s u c c e s s i on, i t q u i c k l y became c l e a r t h a t t h e t i me h a d 

a r r i v e d t o a c q u i r e a c o r p o r a t e a i r p l a n e . 

I n l a t e 2 0 0 9 we a c q u i r e d a P i l a t u s 

PC1 2 -NG, w h i c h i s t h e l a r g e s t s i n g l e e n g i ne a i r p l ane 

i n t h e w o r l d . So f a r t h e c o r p o r a t e u s e o f o u r 

a i r p l ane has i n c l u d e d a t r a d e s how i n P h o e n i x, t o 

w h i c h we s e n t two e x e c u t i v e s and a p r o d u c t p r o t o t y p e , 

p i c k i ng up e x e c u t i v e s and f a c i l i t i es p e o p l e a t a new 

r e a l es t a t e t e n a n t f rom C l e v e l a n d , a day o f s a l es 



c a l l s t h r o u g h o u t New E n g l and a f t e r w h i c h o u r e x e c u t i ve 

s l e p t i n h i s own b e d and f i ve d e a l e r m e e t i ngs 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e s o u t h e a s t US , w h i c h t o o k p l a c e o v e r 

j u s t two d a y s . 

Mos t o f t h e s e t r i ps c o u l d n o t h a v e 

h a p p e n e d i f o u r e x e c u t i v e s w o u l d h a v e b e e n r e q u i r e d t o 

r e l y o n l y on c o m m e r c i a l a v i a t i o n . Some o f t h e t o w n s 

were t o o s m al l t o us e c o m m e r c i a l a v i a t i on a t a l l and 

i f t h e r e i s a c o m m e r c i a l a i r p o r t , f o r e x a m p l e i n 

C l e v e l a n d , i t ' s v e r y c h a l l e n g i n g and t i m e c o n s u m i n g t o 

g e t t h e r e on t h e a i r l i n e s . 

I n a l l c a s es , i f t h e t r i ps w o u l d h a v e 

h a p p e n e d us i ng t h e a i r l i n e s t h e y w o u l d h a v e b e e n f a r 

more c o s t l y f rom a t i me p e r s p e c t i v e , w h i c h means t h a t 

f a r f ewer s u c h t r i ps c a n be a c h i e v e d i n t h e c o u r s e o f 

a y e a r . T h i s l o s s o f t i m e t r a n s l a t e s i n t o l o w e r 

s a l es , l es s p r o d u c t i on and l es s j obs h e r e i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

The v a l ue o f o u r c o r p o r a t e a i r p l ane t o 

o u r b u s i n e s s e s h a s a l r e a d y b e e n made c l e a r . Q u i t e 

s i mpl y t h e a i r p l ane m a x i mi z es t h e p r o d u c t i v i t y o f 

h i g h l y p a i d s a l es and e x e c u t i ve p e r s o n n e l , w h i c h 

r e s u l t s i n more demand f o r o u r p r o d u c t s , w h i c h i n t u r n 

r e q u i r e s us t o h i r e more manuf a c t u r i ng and c u s t o m e r 

s e r v i c e w o r k e r s . I n f a c t , we've r u n a h e l p w a n t e d add 



i n t h e P o c o n o R e c o r d f o r t h e f i r s t f o u r d a y s o f t h i s 

week, e v e n i n t h i s r e c e s s e d economy. T h i s i s , i n 

l a r g e p a r t , t h a n k s t o t h e v a l u e we've r e a l i z e d f r o m 

o u r u s e o f c o r p o r a t e a v i a t i o n . 

I ' v e a l s o b e e n e n c o u r a g e d by a f r i e n d t o 

s p e a k on b e h a l f o f h i s company and t h e v a l ue i t 

r e a l i z e s f r o m i t s u s e o f a c o r p o r a t e a i r c r a f t . W e i l e r 

C o r p o r a t i on, w i t h i t s w o r l d h e a d q u a r t e r s i n C r e s c o , PA 

i s a g l o b a l manuf a c t u r e r o f s u r f a c e c o n d i t i o n i ng 

p r o d u c t s and e m p l o y s o v e r 400 f u l l - t i m e w o r k e r s i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . I n 2009 W e i l e r C o r p o r a t i o n , t h r o u g h a 

s u b s i d i a r y , i n v e s t e d i n a new K i n g A i r 3 5 0 i , w h i c h i t 

e x p e c t s w i l l f l y a p p r o x i m a t e l y 250 h o u r s t h i s y e a r . 

Wei l e r us es i t s a i r p l ane t o t r a n s p o r t 

e x e c u t i v e s and s a l es p e o p l e as w e l l as p r o d u c t 

e n g i n e e r s and s e r v i ce p e o p l e who o f t e n n e e d t o be i n 

t h e p r e s e n c e o f end us e r s , d e a l e r s o r p r o s p e c t i ve 

c u s t o m e r s on v e r y s h o r t n o t i c e . W h i l e i t i s a 

c h a l l enge t o empi r i c a l l y q u a n t i f y t h e v a l ue o f t h e s e 

two c o m p a n i es , r e a l i z e f rom t h e i r us e o f c o r p o r a t e 

a i r c r a f t and s mal l town a i r p o r t s , t h e a n e c d o t a l 

e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s v e r y r e a l and v e r y s ubs t a n t i a l 

v a l ue d e r i v e d f rom o u r us e o f c o r p o r a t e a v i a t i on, 

e s p e c i a l l y when c o n s i d e r i n g j o b c r e a t i o n . 

Whi l e I came h e r e t o d a y t o s h a r e t h e 



p o i n t o f v i ew o f a c o r p o r a t e e x e c u t i ve t h a t us es 

c o r p o r a t e a v i a t i on, I s h o u l d a l s o p o i n t o u t t h a t I am 

t h e C h a i rman o f t h e P o c o n o M o u n t a i ns M u n i c i p a l A i r p o r t 

A u t h o r i t y , w h i c h owns and o p e r a t e s t h e o n l y v i a b l e 

g e n e r a l a v i a t i o n a i r p o r t i n Monroe C o u n t y . Our 

a i r p o r t h a s b e e n us ed by many c o r p o r a t i ons who h a v e 

v i s i t e d t h e P o c o n o r e g i o n t o r e s e a r c h e x p a n s i o n p l a n s . 

We a l s o e x p e c t t h a t s oon o u r a i r p o r t w i l l be us ed by 

c u s t o m e r s o f t h e Mt. A i r y C a s i n o R e s o r t who p r e f e r 

p r i v a t e a i r c r a f t as w e l l as t h e c l os e p r o x i mi t y o f o u r 

a i r p o r t t o t h e c a s i no v e r s us t h e n e a r e s t c o m m e r c i a l 

a i r p o r t s . 

I s i n c e r e l y hope t h a t I ' v e made c l e a r t o 

t h e Commi t t e e s t h e v e r y s ubs t a n t i a l v a l ue t o o u r 

Commonweal t h economy t h a t i s d e r i v e d f rom g e n e r a l and 

c o r p o r a t e a v i a t i o n . F o r o u r s t a t e t o c o n t i n u e 

r e a l i z i ng i t s v a l ue, o u r a v i a t i on i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 

s p e c i f i c a l l y s m a l l town a i r p o r t s , w i l l c o n t i nue t o 

r e q u i r e i n v e s t m e n t . The most l o g i c a l s o u r c e o f s u c h 

i n v e s t m e n t i s t h e i n c r e a s e i n t h e j e t f u e l t a x 

c o n t a i n e d i n t h e L i q u i d M o t o r F u e l s Law p r o v i d e d t h a t 

t h e t h e i n c r e a s e i s s t r i c t l y d e d i c a t e d t o t h e s t a t e ' s 

a v i a t i on d e v e l opment p r o g r a m as i s t h e c u r r e n t j e t 

f u e l t a x . 

Once a g a i n, I t h a n k t h e Commi t t e e s f o r 



t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o s h a r e my t e s t i m o n y , and I'm h a p p y 

t o a n s w e r y o u r q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e C a r r o l l . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . T h a n k s f o r y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y . The P o c o n o A i r p o r t i s a b e n e f i c i a r y o f t h e 

g a m i n g money f r o m Mount A i r y , and so i t ' s a p p l i c a b l e 

t h a t y o u m e n t i o n e d t h e p o t e n t i a l f u t u r e u s e . Someone 

has t e s t i f i ed e a r l i e r t h a t t h e y were s o r t o f w i s h i n g, 

h o p i n g t h a t t h e y ' d h a v e a c c e s s t o t h a t money, and you 

p r o b a b l y among a l l t h e f o l ks t h a t t h i nk a b o u t t h a t a r e 

d i r e c t b e n e f i c i a r y o f g a m i n g money f r o m Mt. A i r y f o r 

t h e e x t e n s i o n o f t h e r u n w a y . So I hope t h a t t h a t 

y o u ' l l s h a r e w i t h me b r i e f l y how Mount A i r y w i l l h a v e 

an e f f e c t on t h e a i r p o r t . 

MR. STRUNK: 

Wel l , i t t a k e s t h e a i r p o r t t o t h e n e x t 

l e v e l as a c o r p o r a t e a v i a t i o n t y p e a i r p o r t . I d i d n ' t 

h a v e a c h a n c e t o m e n t i on, b e c a u s e I d i d want t o k e e p 

i t t o f i ve mi n u t e s , t h e b e n e f i t t h a t i t w i l l h a v e on 

t h e P o c o n o Army UFO, and as w e l l as s t a n d a r d US army 

d e p o t ( p h o n e t i c ) , who w i l l now be a b l e t o u s e t h e 

a i r p o r t b e c a u s e t h e i r a i r c r a f t --- a l l t h e a i r c r a f t s 

t h a t t h e y g e n e r a l l y us e t o g e t t o t h e d e p o t r e q u i r e 



5,000 f e e t . I n f a c t , e v e r y f i x e d a i r c r a f t i n t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s M i l i t a r y r e q u i r e s 5 , 0 0 0 f e e t , j us t l i ke 

P o c o n o . 

When we h a v e 5,000 f e e t t h e y ' l l u s e Mt. 

P o c o n o i n s t e a d o f u s i n g W i l k e s - B a r r e o r A l l e n t o w n . 

Same w i t h t h e a i r p o r t , so . 

MR. GEIST: 

I t r e a l l y i s a s u c c e s s s t o r y f o r Monroe 

C o u n t y . T h e r e ' s a l o t o f d i s c u s s i o n a b o u t t h e u s e o f 

t h o s e gami ng d o l l a r s , b u t t h e e x t e n s i on o f t h a t i s t h e 

a i r p o r t i n Monroe C o u n t y i s r e a l l y i m p o r t a n t and 

r e a l l y h e l p f u l t o t h e f u t u r e e c o n o m i c v i a b i l i t y o f 

some o f t h o s e m o n i e s t h a t y o u s p e n d . So I'm t h a n k f u l 

t h a t t h a t was s o m e t h i ng t o be a c c o m p l i s h e d w i t h t h o s e 

g a m i n g d o l l a r s , and I'm c e r t a i n i t w i l l be a g i a n t 

s u c c e s s i n t h e n e x t few y e a r s . So I t h a n k y o u . 

MR. STRUNK: 

Thank y o u . We're t h a n k f u l f o r i t , t o o . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u , Mr. S t r u n k . Okay, B u r t 

J o h n s o n , t h e C o u n s e l R e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r G r e a t e r 

P e n n s y l v a n i a R e g i o n a l C o u n c i l C a r p e n t e r s . J a c k 

B r o o k s , do y ou know J a c k ? 

MR. JOHNSON: 

Y e s , I do. 



CHAIRMAN: 

I know J a c k , h e ' s my b o s s . He's a g r e a t 

man . 

MR. JOHNSON: 

Y e s , he i s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

C a r p e n t e r s i s a g r e a t o r g a n i z a t i o n . You 

may p r o c e e d , Mr. J o h n s o n . 

MR. JOHNSON: 

A l l r i g h t . Thank y o u . Thank you f o r 

c h o o s i n g me t o t e s t i f y h e r e t o d a y . I am B u r t J o h n s o n . 

I am w i t h G r e a t e r P e n n s y l v a n i a R e g i o n a l C o u n c i l o f 

C a r p e n t e r s h e r e i n S c r a n t o n . We've a l l known f o r some 

t i me t h a t t h e h i ghways and b r i d g e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a 

n e e d r e p a i r e d . I f we d o n ' t do them now t h e y ' r e o n l y 

g o i n g t o c o s t more l a t e r . 

Our c o u n c i l has 13,000 c a r p e n t e r s a c r o s s 

t h e s t a t e and 1,500 c a r p e n t e r s h e r e l o c a l l y . We t r a i n 

t hem a t two t r a i n i ng c e n t e r s , one i n L e b a n o n , one i n 

P i t t s b u r g h . We s p e n d a b o u t $4 m i l l i o n a y e a r i n 

t r a i n i n g . We g e t no s t a t e money f o r t h i s . We t a k e 

t h e k i ds f rom t h e v o - t e c h s and f rom t h e h i gh s c h o o l s , 

t h e y come t o us and t h e y ' r e l o o k i n g f o r w o r k . The 

t r a i n i n g i s u n b e l i e v a b l e . We've o u t f i t t e d a n e a r $16 

m i l l i o n t r a i n i n g c e n t e r . 



I t h i nk i f y ou g e t a c h a n c e t o t a k e a 

t o u r o f i t y o u w i l l s ee t h a t we h a v e b r i d g e s t h e r e , we 

h a v e f o r m s t h e r e . T h e s e k i d s come o u t w i t h g o o d 

t r a i n i n g b e y o n d them. The p r o b l e m i s w i t h t r a i n i n g 

t h e s e k i d s and we're l o o k i n g f o r b r i d g e w o r k , and t h e 

b r i d g e work i s n ' t h e r e t o d a y . I ' v e w o r k e d on b r i d g e s 

e v e n b e f o r e I g o t t h e j o b I h a v e now. 

S omehow we h a v e t o g e t b a c k t o t h i s 

b e f o r e we l o s e t h e s e s k i l l e d w o r k e r s . We t r a i n them, 

t h e y h a v e a c o u p l e y e a r s w o r k , we do a f ew b r i d g e s , 

t h e n t h e y s e e i t i s n ' t s t e a d y work and t h e y move on 

and f i n d a t r a d e where i t i s s t e a d y . So somehow we've 

g o t t o g e t b a c k t o t h e r o a d s and b r i d g e s s o we c a n 

k e e p o u r men w o r k i n g . R i g h t now we h a v e 300 members 

o u t o f work h e r e i n S c r a n t o n . A c r o s s t h e s t a t e , o v e r 

2 0 p e r c e n t u n e m p l oyment, and I p u t a l o t o f t h i s i n 

t h e r o a d w o r k t h a t we d o n ' t h a v e r i g h t now. 

As f a r as t h e f u n d i n g , we've s u p p o r t e d 

t o l l i n g I n t e r s t a t e 81, t h e f u e l t a x . I l i v e i n 

B r a d f o r d C o u n t y , and p a r t o f M a r c e l l us S h a l e, and I 

t h i nk y o u h a v e t o t a k e a h a r d l ook t o p u t t h e 

s e v e r a n c e t a x on t h e s e p e o p l e . I f y ou s e e w h a t ' s 

g o i ng on up t h e r e r i g h t now, t h e r o a d s a r e g o i ng t o be 

d e s t r o y e d . I d i d a l i t t l e s u r v e y d r i v i n g down, i t ' s 

j us t 5 0 mi l es t h e r e , I p a s s ed 4 5 v e h i c l es , l a r g e 



v e h i c l es , o v e r s i z ed l oads t h a t were d i r e c t l y c o n n e c t e d 

t o M a r c e l l u s S h a l e . 

I t i s n ' t j u s t g o i n g t o be t h e l i t t l e 

t o w n s h i p r o a d s and l o c a l b a c k r o a d s t h a t a r e g o i ng t o 

g e t h u r t by t h i s . You a r e n ' t g o i n g t o s e e t h e t o t a l 

a n a l y s i s u n t i l t h e y ' r e done and g o n e . W i l l t h e y l e a v e 

w i t h s e v e r a n c e t a x , t h e y h a v e a l o t o f money p u t t i ng 

ads on TV s a y i n g n o t t o p u t s e v e r a n c e t a x on them, 

t h e y ' r e n o t g o i n g any p l a c e . A w e l l i n T e x a s t h a t 

p r o d u c e d one mi l l i on c u b i c f e e t a day was c o n s i d e r e d 

h u g e . T h e y ' v e g o t w e l l s t h a t p r a c t i c a l l y go down 

r i g h t now, t h e y ' r e p u t t i n g up 10 t o 12 m i l l i o n c u b i c 

f e e t a d a y . T h e y ' r e g o i n g t o p ay f o r t h e s e w e l l s , 

t h e y t e l l me, i n a t i m e l i n e o f l e s s t h a n t h r e e m o n t h s . 

The r e s t o f i t i s p r o f i t f o r t h e p e o p l e a t t h e 

h e a d q u a r t e r s . 

They d i d n ' t p a y a l o t o f l e a s e money up 

t h e r e and t h e y h a v e n ' t p a i d a l o t o f o i l l e a s e t o 

t h e s e p e o p l e, s o I t h i nk r a t h e r t h a n t r y i ng t o c h a r g e 

t h e t a x p a y e r s o f P e n n s y l v a n i a t o f i x t h e s e r o a d s , I 

t h i n k we've g o t a g o l d e n o p p o r t u n i t y h e r e , as many 

p a t r o n s h a v e s a i d , t h e y ' r e c o m p a r i n g t h e M a r c e l l u s 

S h a l e t o t h e g o l d r u s h . I t h i n k we h a v e t o g e t o u r 

s h a r e o f i t f o r t h e s t a t e h e r e , and n o t t h e l o c a l 

t a x p a y e r s . Thank y o u . 



CHAIRMAN: 

B u r t , t h a n k y o u . You r e a l l y c o u l d n ' t 

h a v e s a i d i t b e t t e r . T h a t ' s a f i n e j o b . A l o t o f 

t h i s i s p r e s e n t a t i o n , so t h a n k y o u f o r t h a t . 

MR. JOHNSON: 

A l l r i g h t . Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

We a p p r e c i a t e i t . T h a n k s . Okay. 

MR. GEIST: 

I j us t want t o t h a n k y o u , C a r p e n t e r s and 

a l o t o f t h e o t h e r t r a d e s t h a t w a r r a n t s u p p o r t o f 

l o c a l g o i n g . The l a b o r e r s t h a t a r e n a t i o n a l s e t a r e 

one o f t h e r e a l l y g r o w i ng g r o u p s t h a t came t o us a 

c o u p l e y e a r s ago, and I es p e c i a l l y want t h e p e n s i on 

f u n d s i n v e s t e d i n t h e p u b l i c / p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p s . So 

you h a v e a t r e m e n d o u s amount o f e n c o u r a g e m e n t f rom a 

l o t o f t h e t r a d e s and we t h a n k y o u v e r y much f o r t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. N a n c y Snee. And N a n c y , I h a v e t o 

t e l l y o u , y o u ' r e t h e l a s t p e r s o n on t h e l i s t , b u t t h e 

f i r s t one i n o u r h e a r t s . 

MS. SNEE: 

I t ' s b e e n a l o n g t i m e s i n c e I ' v e h e a r d 

t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN: 



We a p p r e c i a t e you and I ' l l j u s t s a y 

b e f o r e you s t a r t t h a t a n y o n e t o wade t h r o u g h t h e w h o l e 

t h i n g, and a n y b o d y i n t h e room h e r e , i n c l u d i ng t h e 

members t h a t s a t t h r o u g h t h e e n t i r e h e a r i ng, g e t f r e e 

p a r k i n g i n my d i s t r i c t o f f i c e any t i m e . 

MS. SNEE: 

Thank y o u . I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . T h i s i s 

g o i n g t o be v e r y b r i e f , a c t u a l l y . O b v i o u s l y I'm 

r e p r e s e n t i ng L a c k a w a n n a and Luz e r n e MPO, and a l s o t h e 

Luz e r n e C o u n t y P l a n n i ng Commi s s i on and L a c k a w a n n a 

C o u n t y P l a n n i n g C o m m i s s i o n . 

We r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r f rom you a f ew weeks 

ago t h a t p o s ed s ome q u es t i ons t o us , and s o I j us t 

w a n t e d t o v e r y b r i e f l y a d d r e s s t h o s e q u e s t i o n s . F i r s t 

one b e i ng, do you b e l i eve t h a t o u r p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on and t h e s t a t e h i ghway r o u t e s ys tems a r e 

i n a f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s ? Wel l , I t h i nk t h a t t h e s i mpl e, 

s h o r t i s y e s . As members o f t h e MPO we know f i r s t h a n d 

t h a t i t j u s t i s n ' t e n o u g h money t o k e e p up w i t h t h e 

mai n t e n a n c e p r o j e c t s , l e t a l one p l us t h e a d d - i n 

p r o j e c t s t h a t R e p r e s e n t a t i ve C a r r o l l was t a l k i ng a b o u t 

e a r l i e r . 

We're i n t h e m i d d l e o f 2008 u p d a t e s r i g h t 

now. We're u p d a t i n g o u r 2009 so t h a t i t w i l l be t h e 

2011 w h i c h w i l l be a p p r o v e d i n J u l y . We've had no new 



p r o j e c t s p l a c e d on o u r t i ps f o r t h e l as t two o r t h r e e 

c y c l e s . I n f a c t , we a l w a y s h a v e p r o j e c t s d e f e r r e d . 

So t h a t ' s how we know t h a t t h e r e ' s a f u n d i n g c r i s i s . 

And mos t o f t h e t i me t h e p r o j e c t s we h a v e d e f e r r e d a r e 

i n d e e d c o n s t r u c t i on and c a p a c i t y a d d i ng p r o j e c t s , 

i n c l u d i n g t h e one we h a v e t h a t we were t a l k i n g a b o u t . 

Two o f t h o s e came o f f v e r y , v e r y 

r e c e n t l y . How has P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s i n s u f f i c i e n t 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i m p a c t e d o u r a b i l i t y t o i mprove 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on i n t h e r e g i on? A g a i n, s i mpl y a l l we 

a r e l e f t t o do i s t o t r y t o mai n t a i n s ys tems , and t h e n 

as we c u r b day t o d a y , we j u s t r e a l l y d o n ' t h a v e 

e n o u g h money t o do t h a t . So i t l e a v e s us v e r y l i t t l e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o e v e n come up w i t h s ome k i nd o f d a t a f o r 

o t h e r modes o f t r a n s p o r t a t i on bes i d e s h i ghways and 

b r i d g e s . We're a l s o i n t h e m i d s t o f d o i n g t h e 

b i - c o u n t y c o m p r e h e n s i ve p l an, a l ong w i t h o u r u p d a t e d 

l o n g - r a n g e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n . 

Two o f t h e o p t i ons t h a t h a v e b e e n 

p r e s e n t e d t o us by o u r c o n s u l t a n t s t h a t we o f f e r as an 

i d e a i s c r o s s r a p i d t r a n s i t and a l i g h t r a i l s ys tem t o 

c o n n e c t us t o W i l k e s - B a r r e and S c r a n t o n . T h o s e a r e 

b o t h v e r y g o o d i d e a s . B o t h h a v e a n e e d f o r 

s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e i n f u n d i n g . I t w i l l be d e c a d e s 

b e f o r e we c a n e v e n t h i n k a b o u t one o f t h o s e . 



Do we t h i n k i n a c t i o n i s a c c e p t a b l e ? 

O b v i o u s l y n o t . I n a c t i o n w i l l j u s t l e a d t o c o n t i n u o u s 

d o w n g r a d i ng o f o u r s ys tem, w h i c h a f f e c t s us n e g a t i v e l y 

i n many, many ways b u t i t ' s a l s o a huge s a f e t y f a c t o r . 

None o f us want t o be f a c e d w i t h a s i t u a t i on we h a d 

two y e a r s ago where we h a d b r i d g e s f a l l i n g down. T h a t 

w o u l d be a d i s a s t e r i n more ways t h a n one. 

We w o u l d p r o b a b l y go a l ong w i t h any 

r e v e n u e p r o d u c i n g i d e a s . One was t h e f e d e r a l t a x 

d o l l a r s meet --- o t h e r members o f t h e MPO were 

i n c r e a s i ng t h e gas t a x , i n c r e a s i ng t h e v e h i c l e 

r e g i s t r a t i o n and l i c e n s e f e e s . One o f o u r members 

s u g g e s t e d t h a t p e r h a p s we s h o u l d h a v e a s l i d i ng s c a l e 

o f r e g i s t r a t i on f e e s b a s ed on t h e w e i g h t o f t h e 

v e h i c l es , s i n c e t h e w e i g h t i s one o f t h e f a c t o r s t h a t 

a f f e c t s t h e r a t e i n r o a d d e t e r i o r a t i o n . C o n s o l i d a t e 

on t h e T u r n p i k e C o m m i s s i o n . Maybe i t w o u l d be v e r y , 

v e r y i n n o v a t i ve i n t h e s t a t e , we s h o u l d h a v e s t a t e 

b u i l d i t s own c a s i no, and t h e n we w i l l h a v e l o t s o f 

money, n o t o n l y f o r r o a d s and b r i d g e s , b u t f o r 

e v e r y t h i n g e l s e . 

As o f what we n e e d , I know G e o r g e s p o k e 

a b o u t what t h e d i s t r i c t n e e d s on a d i s t r i c t l e v e l , b u t 

t h e r e a r e two k i n d s o f n e e d s . We n e e d $122 m i l l i o n 

j u s t t o m a i n t a i n , j u s t p r e s e r v a t i o n . I n o u r 411 T I P 



u p d a t e t h a t w e're g o i n g t o be a d o p t i n g , t h e a v e r a g e 

amount o f money we're g o i n g t o h a v e p e r y e a r i s $56 

m i l l i o n . So o b v i o u s l y we n e e d more t h a n d o u b l e t h a t 

j u s t t o m a i n t a i n t h e s y s t e m . I f we w a n t e d t o 

i n v e s t i g a t e any o t h e r t y p e o f p r o j e c t s , i n c l u d i ng new 

c a p a c i t y p r o j e c t s , we w o u l d n e e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y more 

money t o do t h a t . 

L a s t l y I w i l l s a y t h a t a few o f t h e 

p r o j e c t s t h a t c o u l d be done i f we h a d more money, and 

I a t t a c h e d s ome b r i dge p r o j e c t s t h a t we were g e t t i ng 

f rom L a c k a w a n n a C o u n t y t h a t h a v e n e v e r made i t t o t h e 

T I P , and o u r c o u n t y e n g i n e e r o f L u z e r n e C o u n t y a s k e d 

me t o s end a l ong s ome b r i dge p r o j e c t s t h a t we j us t 

d o n ' t h a v e e n o u g h money t o do. 

So we h a r d i l y a g r e e t h a t t h e r e ' s a 

f u n d i ng c r i s i s , and we u n d e r s t a n d t h a t i t i s n o t a 

p o p u l a r t h i ng f o r y o u t o do t o i n c r e a s e t a x e s and f e e s 

a l o n g w i t h t h a t . B u t t h e r e r e a l l y i s no o t h e r way. 

CHAIRMAN: 

T h a t p r e t t y much s ums i t up, f o u r h o u r s 

w o r t h o f h e a r i n g s . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a r r o l l . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . T h a n k s , N a n c y , 

f o r a l l o f y o u r f i n e w o r k . You s h o u l d know t h a t 

y o u ' r e n o t a l o n e . T h e r e a r e p l e n t y o f o t h e r MPOs 



a r o u n d t h e s t a t e t h a t h a v e t a k e n t h e s ame p o s i t i on 

t h a t o u r s h a s , and s o y o u r v i ew i s s h a r e d by o t h e r s 

t h a t a r e t o t a l l y t h i n k i ng and u n d e r s t a n d i ng n e e d s , and 

I t h a n k y o u f o r a l l y o u r f i n e w o r k . The MPO f r o m 

Luz e r n e and L a c k a w a n n a d o e s a w o n d e r f u l j ob i n 

c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h PennDOT, and y o u ' r e p r i m a r i l y 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h a t , so I t h a n k y o u . 

MS. SNEE: 

Thank y o u . I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u . Thank y o u , N a n c y . J u s t 

one h o u s e k e e p i n g c h o r e h e r e b e f o r e we l e a v e . J u s t i n 

c a s e any o f you want more t r a n s p o r t a t i on h e a r i ng 

i n f o r m a t i on, o u r n e x t h e a r i ng i s n e x t T h u r s d a y , J u n e 

1 7 t h a t 2:30 a t t h e C l a r i o n U n i v e r s i t y C h a p e l 

A u d i t o r i u m . And o f c o u r s e w e ' l l h a v e a n o t h e r h e a r i n g 

t h e n e x t d a t e , J u n e 1 8 t h , i n M o n r o e v i l l e, and t h a t 

w i l l be o u r s e v e n t h and l a s t h e a r i n g . 

W i t h t h a t I ' d l i k e t o t h a n k a l l t h e 

members , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e t h a t came f rom t h e 

b e g i n n i ng and s t a y e d u n t i l t h e end and d i d a w o n d e r f u l 

j o b . I ' d l i k e t o t h a n k o u r c o u r t r e p o r t e r , S h a n n o n , 

f o r h e r w o n d e r f u l work h e r e t o d a y , and c e r t a i n l y I ' d 

be r e m i s ed w i t h o u t t h a n k i ng PTM f o r t h e i r w o n d e r f u l 

w o r k . Thank y o u . And l a s t b u t n o t l e a s t , o u r s t a f f 



d i d a l o t o f work h e r e , and f i n a l l y Marywood 

U n i v e r s i t y . What a w o n d e r f u l p l a c e t h i s h a s b e e n . 

I'm g l a d I came, I'm g l a d w e're h e r e . And t h a n k y o u 

f o r a l l y o u r h o s p i t a l i t y . W i t h t h a t , m e e t i n g 

a d j o u r n e d . 
* * * * * * * * 

MEETING CONCLUDED AT 5:49 P.M. 
* * * * * * * * 

C E R T I F I C A T E 

I h e r e b y c e r t i f y , as t h e s t e n o g r a p h i c 

r e p o r t e r , t h a t t h e f o r e g o i ng p r o c e e d i ngs were t a k e n 

s t e n o g r a p h i c a l l y by me, and t h e r e a f t e r r e d u c e d t o 

t y p e w r i t i n g by me o r u n d e r my d i r e c t i o n ; and t h a t t h i s 

t r a n s c r i p t i s a t r u e and a c c u r a t e r e c o r d t o t h e b e s t 

o f my a b i l i t y . 

C o u r t R e p o r t e r 


