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P R O C E E D I N G S 

CHAIRMAN: 

Good a f t e r n o o n , everybody. Thank you 

and welcome t o the J o i n t House T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee, House 

P o l i c y Committee's h e a r i n g today on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g . 

We always s t a r t o f f the meeting w i t h the Pledge of A l l e g i a n c e 

and I'd l i k e F a t h e r B e r n a r d O'Connor, the p r e s i d e n t of DeSales 

U n i v e r s i t y , our h o s t , t o l e a d us i n the Pledge of A l l e g i a n c e . 

F a t h e r ? 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you, F a t h e r . And thank you f o r 

your w o n d e r f u l h o s p i t a l i t y here today. T h i s i s a b e a u t i f u l 

s e t t i n g . And I have a son who's g o i n g t o be a s e n i o r i n h i g h 

s c h o o l and I've got the DeSales U n i v e r s i t y b r o c h u r e s h e r e . I t 

wouldn't be a bad c h o i c e f o r him, c e r t a i n l y . But I want t o 

welcome everybody here, as I l i k e t o t e l l t he Chamber, t o the 

Mike and Ike V a l l e y h ere, the home of Peeps and Mike and Ike 

and a l l t h o s e t h i n g s . So we're g l a d t o be here and I want t o 

e s p e c i a l l y thank the Chairmen here w i t h me today, Chairman 

R i c k G e i s t of cou r s e i s co-Chairman of the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Committee as w e l l as Chairman Mike S t u r l a of the House P o l i c y 

Committee and I don't see him, but Chairman Sam S a y l o r of the 

R e p u b l i c a n House P o l i c y Committee. 



And the whole purpose of t h e s e h e a r i n g s of 

cours e i s what I've been k i n d of l a b e l i n g our tough l o v e 

h e a r i n g s . We're g o i n g around the s t a t e and t r y i n g t o ga r n e r 

support and educate not o n l y the p u b l i c but our own members i n 

some cases t o the s e v e r e , p r o b l e m a t i c need f o r f u n d i n g f o r the 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e brought on by, of c o u r s e , the 

d e c i s i o n by the Feds not t o t o l l I n t e r s t a t e 80. And the 

governor has c a l l e d a s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . 

So i n r e a c t i o n t o t h a t we d e c i d e d t o go 

around the Commonwealth. T h i s i s our t h i r d of seven p l a n n e d 

h e a r i n g s . And I know R i c k and I have a l s o been meeting w i t h 

E d i t o r i a l Board f o l k s t r y i n g t o get the word out as w e l l . 

Your h e l p here as s t a k e h o l d e r s and o t h e r s who are i n t e r e s t e d 

i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g i s c e r t a i n l y 

v e r y , v e r y h e l p f u l . W ith t h a t , I ' l l l e t Chairman G e i s t have 

some remarks. 

MR. GEIST: 

Thank you v e r y much, Joe. A f t e r 

t h o s e remarks about your son and t h i s s c h o o l , N o t r e Dame and 

the alumni s o c i e t y i s g o i n g t o be c a l l i n g you. I t ' s r e a l l y a 

p l e a s u r e f o r me t o be a b l e t o do t h i s and t r a v e l i n the s t a t e 

and h e a r i n g what we're h e a r i n g . What we're d o i n g i s p r o b a b l y 

unprecedented. I don't ever remember i t happening ever b e f o r e 

t h a t we had j o i n t h e a r i n g s l i k e t h i s w i t h the R e p u b l i c a n and 

Democrat T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee as w e l l as b o t h P o l i c y 



Committees. And I t h i n k t h a t ' s an i d e a t h a t w i l l t e l l you how 

bad the problem t h a t we f a c e r e a l l y i s i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

And we can't l o o k t o Washington f o r the 

s o l u t i o n s . They a r e n ' t g o i n g t o be coming. And i t ' s up t o us 

i n PA t o t a k e c a r e of our own House. And I'm j u s t r e a l l y 

p l e a s e d t h a t the governor c a l l e d a s p e c i a l s e s s i o n and I t h i n k 

t h a t we have a g r e a t o p p o r t u n i t y i n f r o n t of us t o put a 

package of l e g i s l a t i o n t o g e t h e r t o w i d e l y s o l v e the problem 

and g i v e us p r e d i c t a b l e based f u n d i n g f o r the next 20 y e a r s . 

So thank you a l l v e r y much f o r coming. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you, R i c k . Chairman 

S t u r l a ? 

MR. STURLA: 

Thank you. I want t o applaud b o t h 

the Chairmen of the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee f o r d o i n g t h i s i n 

a b i p a r t i s a n manner, and then t o l e t the P o l i c y C h a i r s t o come 

t o g e t h e r a l s o on t h i s i s s u e . T h i s i s something t h a t a f f e c t s 

everyone i n the s t a t e r e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r p o l i t i c a l 

a f f i l i a t i o n and t h e r e are a l o t of q u e s t i o n s t h a t need t o be 

answered. And I t h i n k w e ' l l be a s k i n g some of thos e q u e s t i o n s 

today a l s o as we're o b v i o u s l y l o o k i n g f o r support i n terms of 

the d i r e c t i o n we ought t o be headed some p l a c e s . And i n the 

p a s t two h e a r i n g s , we've had p e o p l e suggest ways t o s o l v e t h i s 

problem, and i t s o l v e s about t e n p e r c e n t of the problem. And 



I t h i n k we hope t o get support f o r 100 p e r c e n t of t h i s 

problem, t o s o l v e 100 p e r c e n t of the problem, not j u s t t e n 

p e r c e n t . So h o p e f u l l y t h e r e ' l l be some good q u e s t i o n s and 

some good i n f o r m a t i o n exchanged here today. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. B e f o r e we get s t a r t e d , I'd 

l i k e t o j u s t at l e a s t r e c o g n i z e the p a n e l up he r e . F i r s t of 

a l l , our h o s t e s s l e g i s l a t o r , Karen Beyer, i s he r e . T h i s i s 

her d i s t r i c t . And what a b e a u t i f u l d i s t r i c t , Karen, and thank 

you f o r your h o s p i t a l i t y here today. Rep. Tim S e i p from 

S c h u y l k i l l County i s he r e . Rep. Mark L o n g i e t t i from Mercer 

County. Rep. Mike C a r r o l l from Luzerne County. Of c o u r s e , 

you've met Rep. S t u r l a and Rep. G e i s t . Rep. Dante S a n t o n i 

from Berks County. Rep. J e r r y Knowles from S c h u y l k i l l and 

B e r k s ; r i g h t ? And Rep. John S i p t r o t h from the g r e a t 

N o r t h e a s t , Monroe County. So I want t o thank a l l of them f o r 

a t t e n d i n g . 

Without f u r t h e r ado, t o change the 

b a t t i n g o r d e r j u s t s l i g h t l y , Mike Rebert from --- the d i s t r i c t 

e x e c u t i v e of Penn DOT D i s t r i c t F i v e up f i r s t . And j u s t f o r 

everybody's i n f o r m a t i o n here, we have our h a r d c o r e g u i l l o t i n e 

t i m i n g machines up here j u s t so we can get p e o p l e t o s t a y on 

t i m e . Mike i s awarded 15 minutes, but most of the speakers 

w i l l have 5. And t h e r e w i l l be a green l i g h t d u r i n g t h o s e 15 

minutes u n t i l we h i t 1 minute, then i t goes t o a y e l l o w which 



means sum i t up and then a r e d , at which p o i n t i n time we send 

Rep. G e i s t over t o rough you up. Because I'm too n i c e . See, 

I won't do i t . But anyway, Mike R e b e r t , you may p r o c e e d , s i r . 

MR. REBERT: 

Thank you v e r y much, Chairman 

Markosek, Chairman S t u r l a , Chairman G e i s t , f o r h a v i n g us here 

today, and a l l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f o r a l l o w i n g me t o speak i n 

f r o n t of you and t e s t i f y on the p a r t of the Department of 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n and S e c r e t a r y B i e h l e r . I w i l l do my b e s t t o 

put t h a t i n the back of my head and make sure my s l i d e matches 

w i t h what I'm s a y i n g . I'm here t o t a l k about the s t a t e 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i n PA and i n p a r t i c u l a r E n g i n e e r i n g D i s t r i c t 

F i v e . 

E n g i n e e r i n g D i s t r i c t F i v e encompasses 

L e h i g h , B e r k s , Carbon, Monroe, S c h u y l k i l l and Northampton 

C o u n t i e s . Here's a few p i c t u r e s of b r i d g e s t hroughout the 

s t a t e . You can see some are i n D i s t r i c t N i ne, D i s t r i c t Three. 

I f you t o l d me t hey were a l l i n D i s t r i c t F i v e , u n f o r t u n a t e l y I 

wouldn't be s u r p r i s e d . You can see t h e s e b r i d g e s a l l have 

exposed s t e e l . You see a b r i d g e i n D i s t r i c t E i g h t t h a t i s 

shimmed up w i t h wood. We have a few b r i d g e s l i k e t h a t here i n 

L e h i g h V a l l e y , some v e r y h i g h p r o f i l e b r i d g e s t h a t are i n the 

same s t a t e . 

Here are some roadways, numbered 

t r a f f i c r o u t e s f o r the most p a r t . Some of them are here i n 



D i s t r i c t F i v e . Route 946 up i n the n o r t h e r n t i e r of 

Northampton County. T h i s j u s t goes t o show the s t a t e of 

d i s r e p a i r of some of our numbered t r a f f i c r o u t e s . These roads 

c a r r y the b e t t e r p a r t of 20,000 c a r s a day. And as y o u ' l l see 

as we go t h r o u g h the p r e s e n t a t i o n , we j u s t don't have the 

funds t o address t h e s e roads w i t h maintenance or our c a p i t a l 

d o l l a r s i n t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e . 

Here are some r e g i o n a l needs. One of 

the b i g g e s t b r i d g e s we have i n the D i s t r i c t , t he Tilghman 

S t r e e t B r i d g e t h a t l e a d s i n t o A l l e n t o w n . I t impacts the e a s t 

s i d e of A l l e n t o w n and the west s i d e of A l l e n t o w n . We have 

p r e l i m i n a r y e n g i n e e r i n g f o r t h i s b r i d g e p r o j e c t at t h i s p o i n t 

i n t i m e , but we don't have f u n d i n g i n p l a c e once we get 

th r o u g h the p r e l i m i n a r y e n g i n e e r i n g . That i s a $20 m i l l i o n 

r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , t h a t b r i d g e . And t h a t i s one of the two main 

a r t e r i e s i n t o the C i t y of A l l e n t o w n . 

Route 329, i n t e r e s t i n g s t o r y on t h i s 

b r i d g e . Over the w i n t e r , we had t h i s b r i d g e i s p o s t e d , i t 

won't c a r r y the 40 t o n l i m i t but i t w i l l c a r r y t r a c t o r 

t r a i l e r s and t r i - a x l e s . And t h a t ' s a good t h i n g because t h e r e 

are a number of cement p l a n t s up i n the ar e a and q u a r r i e s . 

Over the w i n t e r we had t o r e s t r i c t t h i s b r i d g e down t o about 

25 t o n s . We were a b l e t o secu r e some f u n d i n g , the b e t t e r p a r t 

of a h a l f a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , t o do some temporary r e p a i r s t o 

t h i s b r i d g e . I t ' s a major r i v e r c r o s s i n g over the L e h i g h 



R i v e r . And i n the s h o r t - t e r m , i t was a month, month and a 

h a l f , we had t o r e s t r i c t t r u c k t r a f f i c . And at t h i s p o i n t i n 

time the o n l y o t h e r way f o r t r u c k s t o get a c r o s s the L e h i g h 

R i v e r i s t o use Route 22 or go n o r t h a p p r o x i m a t e l y 15 m i l e s t o 

another b r i d g e c r o s s i n g . So t h e r e are p r o b a b l y f o u r or f i v e 

b r i d g e c r o s s i n g s i n the ar e a t h a t are a l l r e s t r i c t e d . The 

o n l y two t h a t are v i a b l e when t h i s one went t o weight 

r e s t r i c t e d were Route 22 and another one t h a t ' s a s i g n i f i c a n t 

d e t o u r . 

A g a i n , t h e r e ' s a c o u p l e roadway 

p r o j e c t s t h a t are shown t h e r e . Roads i n d i s r e p a i r t h a t we 

j u s t don't have the funds t o do t o work on at t h i s p o i n t i n 

t i m e . T h i s i s a p i c t u r e of I-95 i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , but i t v e r y 

w e l l c o u l d be one of t h r e e roads i n our d i s t r i c t t h a t l o o k 

v e r y s i m i l a r at t i m e s . Route 22 i n the L e h i g h V a l l e y , Route 

222 and 422 around Reading, the C i t y of Reading i n Mercer 

County, and I n t e r s t a t e 80 i n E a s t S t r o u d s b u r g and S t r o u d s b u r g . 

Each one of t h e s e r o a d s , the l o c a l p l a n n i n g p a r t n e r s would 

v e r y much l i k e t o do w i d e n i n g or major upgrades f o r c a p a c i t y 

p u r p o s e s . But a g a i n , f o r i n s t a n c e Route 22, we have a p r o j e c t 

t h a t we were p l a n n i n g t o do on Route 22 t h a t i s the b e t t e r 

p a r t of $100 m i l l i o n . That i s s t r i c t l y t o address s a f e t y and 

b r i d g e keys ( p h o n e t i c ) out on Route 22. I t would t a k e another 

$100 m i l l i o n t o improve Route 22, which i s --- i f you t a l k t o 

anybody i n here t h a t r i d e s Route 22, t h a t i s v e r y much in d e e d 



the L e h i g h V a l l e y , Route 22. But at t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e , as 

w e ' l l see a l i t t l e b i t l a t e r , i n the c a p a c i t y of the p r o j e c t s , 

t h e r e j u s t i s n ' t any f u n d i n g f o r i t . 

P u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I'm sure 

w e ' l l hear from each of our p a r t n e r s on p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

today about the f u n d i n g needs they have, not j u s t 

o p e r a t i o n a l l y but f a c i l i t y w i s e . There are many needs t h a t 

w i l l go unmet u n l e s s we have a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g . 

Here's a c h a r t t h a t we've seen f o r a 

number of y e a r s now where we have --- the b i d p r i c e i n d e x i s 

the green, I b e l i e v e . And s i n c e 2003, t h a t i s on the p e r c e n t . 

T y p i c a l l y , t h a t b l u e i s i n l i n e w i t h the o t h e r two, the 

consumer p r i c e i n d e x and the c o n s t r u c t i o n c o s t i n d e x . But 

t h a t b i d p r i c e t h a t t h e y ' r e b i d d i n g i s i n d i c a t i v e of the b i d s 

t h a t we see on our p r o j e c t s . I t ' s a r e f l e c t i o n of a s p h a l t and 

s t e e l p r i c e s . As t h a t went up 80 p e r c e n t s i n c e 2003, so have 

the c o s t s of the work t h a t we do. The p r i c e s of a s p h a l t and 

s t e e l are d e c i d i n g f a c t o r s i n the b i g p r i c e s we see on the 

p r o j e c t s t h a t we put out t o b i d . 

Sometimes we l o s e t r a c k of the 

maintenance s i d e of t h i n g s . We t a l k about our needs on the 

b r i d g e s and roadway s i d e on the c a p i t a l p r o j e c t s t h a t we 

produce, but b u y i n g power t h a t g e t s l o s t i n the way of 

maintenance has been huge s i n c e the l a s t gas t a x i n c r e a s e . 

There i s a l o s s of b u y i n g power of $1.6 b i l l i o n . But we have 



l o s t b u y i n g power on the maintenance s i d e . And we can't keep 

up on the maintenance s i d e from what our county maintenance 

f o r c e s can do. We have t o then l o o k towards our b i g g e r 

c a p i t a l p r o j e c t s and i f the money i s i n e i t h e r p l a c e we're 

j u s t g o i n g t o c o n t i n u e t o f a l l f u r t h e r and f u r t h e r b e h i n d . 

Here are some c o s t s a v i n g i n i t i a t i v e s 

t h a t Penn DOT has unde r t a k e n over a number of y e a r s i n o r d e r 

t o get the b e s t bang f o r our d o l l a r and b e s t u t i l i z e our funds 

t o be e f f i c i e n t , t r y i n g t o run Penn DOT l i k e a b u s i n e s s . The 

employees s i n c e 1973 have almost dropped i n h a l f . We are now 

at 11,800, a l i t t l e over t h a t i n employees. And as I l o o k 

around, I f e e l t h a t i n D i s t r i c t F i v e I can't imagine d o i n g the 

work t h a t we do w i t h any l e s s . We have a l o t of c o n s u l t a n t s 

w o r k i n g f o r us, d o i n g day t o day o p e r a t i o n s t h a t we need t o do 

j u s t t o do d e l i v e r p r o j e c t s . And any l e s s employees, I j u s t 

don't know how we would be a b l e t o f u n c t i o n . 

And a l o t of ti m e s y o u ' l l hear t h a t 

Penn DOT needs t o maybe p r i v a t i z e or even l o o k e d at 

p r i v a t i z e d . W e l l as you can see w i t h the number 74 t h e r e , 74 

p e r c e n t . S e v e n t y - f o u r (74) p e r c e n t of the motor l i c e n s e funds 

t h a t come i n t o the Department are put out t o b i d and u t i l i z e d 

by e i t h e r c o n t r a c t o r s or c o n s u l t a n t s p e r f o r m i n g whether i t ' s 

the c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t s t h a t we b i d or they do the d e s i g n 

work f o r us t h a t do u l t i m a t e l y d e l i v e r the p r o j e c t s . We 

r e a l l y t a k e a good l o o k at the work we do do i n house and on 



the maintenance s i d e we do ensure t h a t i f we're g o i n g t o 

under t a k e some major c o n s t r u c t i o n work t h a t we can meet the 

c o n t r a c t o r s p r i c e s t h a t t hey g i v e us. So we're always l o o k i n g 

at t h a t t o make sure we are b e i n g as e f f i c i e n t as p o s s i b l e . 

Our f l e e t of v e h i c l e s has been reduced 30 p e r c e n t , u l t i m a t e l y 

d r i v i n g down some of the c o s t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h a t . 

Some o t h e r t h i n g s . I ' l l move q u i c k l y 

as my time e l a p s e s . $8.5 m i l l i o n i n e f f i c i e n c i e s t o d r i v e r 

( p h o n e t i c ) v e h i c l e s e r v i c e s . $20 m i l l i o n i n a i d t o the c i t i e s 

( p h o n e t i c ) . $59 m i l l i o n we saved j u s t by not r e - i s s u i n g 

l i c e n s e p l a t e s when they may have --- l e g a l l y need ( p h o n e t i c ) 

t o be f o r ( p h o n e t i c ) a c t i v e l e g i s l a t i o n . We're always l o o k i n g 

at r e d u c i n g c o s t s of our p r o j e c t s . We j u s t had a meeting t h i s 

morning t a l k i n g about Route 22 and what we need t o do t o shave 

$50,000 o f f of t h a t p r o j e c t j u s t by d o i n g v a l u e e n g i n e e r i n g . 

The p r o j e c t s i n D i s t r i c t F i v e , M a r s h a l l ' s Creek and M a r s h a l l ' s 

Creek bypass, near t o Rep. S i p t r o t h ' s . That was g o i n g t o 

be a $200 m i l l i o n p r o j e c t and we j u s t put t h a t out t o b i d and 

i t came out at about $18, $19 m i l l i o n . So we do l o o k at a l l 

of our p r o j e c t s t o ensure t h a t we are u t i l i z i n g our funds as 

e f f i c i e n t l y as p o s s i b l e . 

I ' l l t a l k a l i t t l e b i t about c a p a c i t y 

a d d i n g p r o j e c t s . And as you can see, we've g r a d u a l l y d e c l i n e d 

t o the p o i n t we're at f i v e p e r c e n t of a l l the money t h a t Penn 

DOT g e t s goes towards c a p a c i t y p r o j e c t s . We j u s t a r e n ' t 



l o o k i n g at t h a t d i r e c t i o n anymore. We're j u s t p r e s e r v i n g what 

we have. 

The T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Funding and Reform 

Commission worked t o g e t h e r i n 2006 and i n the end came up w i t h 

the recommendation t h a t we needed $1.725 b i l l i o n e v e r y year t o 

meet the needs t h a t we have on r o a d s , b r i d g e s and t r a n s i t . 

And as you are w e l l aware, Ac t 44 was g o i n g t o get us a 

p o r t i o n of t h a t . I t was g o i n g t o get us a p p r o x i m a t e l y $950 

m i l l i o n per year f o r b o t h b r i d g e s and p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

We would've been up $525 m i l l i o n t h i s year on the r o a d / b r i d g e 

s i d e . 

ARRA, the American Recovery and 

Reinvestment A c t , brought t o the Department a l i t t l e over $1 

b i l l i o n and $347 m i l l i o n f o r p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . That was 

a n i c e shot i n the arm but i t was a one s h o t , a one time shot 

i n the arm. So we a l s o had another c a l l today about the ARRA 

funds and how we u t i l i z e d them. And e v e r y p r o j e c t t h a t we 

needed b i d and has been b i d u t i l i z e d t h o s e funds. 

P u b l i c t r a n s i t r i d e r s h i p . S i n c e they 

have r e c e i v e d the funds t h a t they have, our r i d e r s h i p has gone 

up. With the d e c r e a s e i n funds, the worry i s t h a t r i d e r s h i p 

would go down. 

Improving poor r o a d s . Over the p a s t 

two decades, we've r e a l l y f o c u s e d on p a v i n g and r e s u r f a c i n g 

our roads i n PA. And you can see t h a t we've d r i v e n our 



numbers down from almost 18,000 m i l e s of poor roads and we are 

at t h i s p o i n t i n time down r i g h t around 7,000 m i l e s of poor 

roads i n the s t a t e . 

S t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s . You 

can see we've t u r n e d the c o r n e r . We do l e a d the n a t i o n i n the 

amount of s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s . At one p o i n t we 

were at over 6,000. We are d r i v i n g t h o s e numbers down. We 

c o n t i n u e t o l o o k t o b i d between 400 and 500 b r i d g e s a year t o 

r e p l a c e and r e h a b i l i t a t e s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s and 

c o n t i n u e t o d r i v e t h a t number down. 

Here's a p r e t t y t e l l i n g p i c t u r e . 

When you l o o k at a l l the green d o t s on t h a t map, i t shows you 

where they a l l a r e . You can't d r i v e v e r y f a r w i t h o u t r u n n i n g 

a c r o s s a s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e . And then here we are 

i n D i s t r i c t F i v e , 502 s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s . 

T h i s i s the map of poor roadways and 

t h e r e i s a s i g n i f i c a n t amount of r e d l i n e s on t h a t map. And 

625 m i l e s of poor r o a d i n D i s t r i c t F i v e . 

Pavement m i l e s have a c y c l e . T h i s 

one may be a l i t t l e b i t d i f f e r e n t than what you've seen 

b e f o r e . When we t a l k about i t at a c y c l e , the roads have a 

c y c l e , i f we're not a b l e t o pave i t e v e r y seven y e a r s or do 

some k i n d of r e s u r f a c i n g , i f i t ' s a l e s s e r t r a v e l e d r o a d e v e r y 

15 y e a r s . What t h i s r e f l e c t s i s t h e s e roads may not poor at 

t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e , but s i n c e they are out of the c y c l e they 



c o u l d t u r n poor v e r y q u i c k l y . A l o t of t r a f f i c on roads t h a t 

haven't been s e r v i c e d p r o p e r l y the way t hey s h o u l d have over 

the y e a r s . 

And h ere's where we are today. S i n c e 

I-80 was not t o l l e d , we w i l l see a s i g n i f i c a n t drop w i t h t h i s 

coming f i s c a l year i n our f u n d i n g . The Department of 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n w i l l see $200 m i l l i o n w h i l e the t r a n s i t s i d e 

w i l l see $250 m i l l i o n w i t h l e a v e s us w i t h a h a l f a b i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s h o r t f a l l . I t equates t o $2 b i l l i o n over the next f o u r 

y e a r s as we put t o g e t h e r our t a s k s . We're l o o k i n g at $2 

b i l l i o n i n l a p s e , i n p r o j e c t s t h a t we c o u l d d e l i v e r . 441 

unfunded highway and b r i d g e p r o j e c t s a c r o s s the s t a t e . 

And here i n D i s t r i c t F i v e , t h e r e ' s 25 

unfunded p r o j e c t s f o r $132 m i l l i o n . There's a c o u p l e 

s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r s t a t e p r o j e c t s , I n t e r s t a t e 81 and I n t e r s t a t e 

78. And a number of b r i d g e s t h a t are on t h a t l i s t of p r o j e c t s 

we won't be a b l e t o d e l i v e r . 

And h ere's a c h a r t t h a t shows where 

we were g o i n g t o be w i t h our s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s 

and the p r o g r e s s we c o u l d ' v e made over the next 20 y e a r s and 

where we w i l l end up i f we don't see an i n c r e a s e i n f u n d i n g . 

I t ' s a d i f f e r e n c e of almost 2,000 b r i d g e s t h a t w e ' l l see t u r n 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t . 

And h ere's a shot of D i s t r i c t F i v e ' s 

s t a t i s t i c s . As we s t a r t t o make t h a t curve down, i t w i l l l a s t 



f o r a year or so. A c o u p l e y e a r s a c t u a l l y . And then w e ' l l 

see a s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e i f t h e r e i s n ' t an i n c r e a s e i n 

f u n d i n g towards our ro a d and b r i d g e p r o j e c t s . And t h a t annual 

s h o r t f a l l each y e a r , $233 m i l l i o n . 

Our t r a n s i t p a r t n e r s have seen 

s i g n i f i c a n t funds come i n w i t h A c t 44 and of c o u r s e , t h e s e 

w i l l be i n je o p a r d y a l s o . I'm r u n n i n g s h o r t on t i m e . I know 

we do have some speakers t h a t w i l l t a l k about the 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g study t h a t was j u s t completed. That 

a c t u a l l y r e q u e s t s t h a t t h e r e i s g o i n g t o be a $3.5 b i l l i o n 

s h o r t f a l l each year due t o i n f l a t i o n and t a k i n g a good l o o k at 

the l o c a l s i d e of b r i d g e s and roadways because t h a t i s one 

t h i n g t h a t we d i d n ' t l o o k at back i n 2006. There are 

s i g n i f i c a n t s h o r t f a l l s on the l o c a l s i d e of a l l t h a t . And 

w i t h t h a t , I would e n t e r t a i n any q u e s t i o n s i f you have them. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you v e r y much, Mike. 

Rep. R i c k G e i s t ? 

MR. GEIST: 

Some of the t h i n g s t h a t came out at 

the Lock Haven h e a r i n g t h a t was r e a l l y good f o r us t o hear was 

how many b r i d g e s do you have under your command t h a t are 

p o s t e d at t h r e e tons and how many are p o s t e d at 12 and how 

many are g o i n g t o be posted? That'd be a good number f o r us 

t o hear. 



MR. REBERT: 

At t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e , c l o s e d 

b r i d g e s , we have s l i g h t l y l e s s than 10 b r i d g e s t h a t are c l o s e d 

i n the D i s t r i c t . Three t o n , I don't have the s p e c i f i c numbers 

of a l l t h a t are p o s t e d . I know each and e v e r y day we see the 

t y pe of i n s p e c t i o n t h a t we do are r e a l l y t a k i n g a good, h a r d 

l o o k at our b r i d g e s t o ensure they are s a f e l y m a i n t a i n e d . I 

t h i n k once a week I s i g n a r e q u e s t t o p o s t a b r i d g e f o r under 

the l e g a l l i m i t . I j u s t s i g n e d one t h i s morning up i n Monroe 

County on Route 715 t h a t ' s g o i n g t o have a s i g n i f i c a n t impact 

t o t h a t a r e a . I t ' s r i g h t o f f I n t e r s t a t e 80 on Route 715. And 

t r a c t o r t r a i l e r s and t r i - a x l e t r u c k s won't be a b l e t o run t h a t 

r o a d . They're g o i n g t o have t o f i n d an a l t e r n a t e r o u t e . But 

I can d e f i n i t e l y get t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, thank you. Rep. Mike S t u r l a ? 

MR. STURLA: 

Thank you. When your boss, S e c r e t a r y 

B i e h l e r , t e s t i f i e d i n Hershey, one of the t h i n g s t h a t I asked 

him about was the t y p e s of roads t h a t you have. I mean you 

t a l k about the 7,033 m i l e s of poor roads and pavement m i l e s 

out of c y c l e . And I was a c t u a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n t h a t because 

i n my D i s t r i c t , I o n l y have 19 m i l e s of s t a t e r o a d s , a l l of 

which get about 20,000 c a r s a day. And i f I c o u l d get them 

paved once e v e r y 15 y e a r s , I'd be happy. But I guess the 



concern I have i s I see a l i s t of s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t 

b r i d g e s and t h e r e ' s no d i s t i n c t i o n made between i s i t a b r i d g e 

t h a t g e t s f i v e c a r s a day t h a t ' s s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t , or i s 

i t a b r i d g e t h a t g e t s 50,000 c a r s a day? And my sense i s , and 

I'm not b l a m i n g Penn DOT because I u n d e r s t a n d you're t r y i n g t o 

beat numbers, but i f somebody says l e t ' s f i x 100 b r i d g e s t h i s 

y e a r , i t ' s e a s i e r f o r you t o f i x the 100 l e a s t e x p e n s i v e 

b r i d g e s than i t i s t o f i x the 100 most t r a v e l e d b r i d g e s . And 

so we have a tendency t o l o o k at how many b r i d g e s or how many 

m i l e s of roads we pave v e r s u s how many c a r s a c t u a l l y t r a v e l on 

t h o s e b r i d g e s or how many c a r s a c t u a l l y t r a v e l on t h o s e r o a d s . 

Can you g i v e us a breakdown f o r 

D i s t r i c t F i v e of which s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s are i n 

c e r t a i n c a t e g o r i e s or which roads are i n c e r t a i n c a t e g o r i e s ? 

Because i f we're j u s t p a v i n g roads t h a t get l e s s than 2,000 

c a r s a day, we can pave a l o t of m i l e s of r o a d but we haven't 

r e a l l y a c c o m p l i s h e d much. Do you have a breakdown f o r your 

D i s t r i c t t h a t does t h a t breakdown? 

MR. REBERT: 

I can g a t h e r the i n f o r m a t i o n f a i r l y 

q u i c k l y as t o --- we can break i t down t o ADT, average d a i l y 

t r a f f i c , and g i v e you the number of b r i d g e s t h a t f a l l under 

each c a t e g o r y . That s h o u l d n ' t be a problem. I can t e l l you 

we do l o o k at the amount of t r a f f i c t h a t i s on each r o a d . 

You're r i g h t . From a t r a f f i c c o n t r o l s t a n d p o i n t , you can 



d e t o u r a r o a d t h a t g e t s 1,000 c a r s a day and not have much of 

an impact. And we get out on the r o a d where you have 20,000 

c a r s a day, you can't d e t o u r t h a t r o a d . And so t h a t e s c a l a t e s 

your c o s t d r a m a t i c a l l y because now you're b u i l d i n g a p a s s i n g 

on a b r i d g e j u s t t o handle t r a f f i c t h a t when i t ' s a l l s a i d and 

done w i l l not be used. But we can g a t h e r t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n 

p r e t t y q u i c k l y . I t s h o u l d n ' t be a problem. 

MR. STURLA: 

Okay. I f you c o u l d . Because I mean 

u l t i m a t e l y u n l e s s we have a s o l u t i o n t h a t g i v e s us a l l the 

f u n d i n g we need, and I'm not sure anybody's g o i n g t o r a i s e the 

gas t a x 50 c e n t s a g a l l o n , u n l e s s we have t h a t money, we're 

s t i l l g o i n g t o have t o make c h o i c e s as t o which b r i d g e g e t s 

done and which r o a d g e t s paved. And our hope i s t h a t we make 

i t based on v e h i c l e m i l e s v e r s u s j u s t what's e x p e d i e n t f o r us 

and what d r i v e s our t o t a l numbers down. Because i f I'm l e f t 

w i t h 1,000 s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s and t h e y ' r e a l l the 

ones t h a t c a r r y the most c a r s i n t h i s s t a t e , I haven't r e a l l y 

a c c o m p l i s h e d much. 

MR. REBERT: 

R i g h t . We d i d t a k e a good l o o k at 

the l i m i t e d a c c e s s i n t e r s t a t e s t o make sure we're a d d r e s s i n g 

t h o s e f i r s t and foremost and t r y t o work our away down. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you. Rep. Mike C a r r o l l and 



Rep. John S i p t r o t h . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman and thank 

you, Mike, f o r your t e s t i m o n y and your f i n e l e a d e r s h i p as the 

DE down here i n D i s t r i c t F i v e . I r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e i t 

p e r s o n a l l y . In my view, t h e r e are c e r t a i n d i s t r i c t s i n t h i s 

s t a t e t h a t i f we're g o i n g t o be s e r i o u s about s o l v i n g 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problems, we have t o t h i n k about a d d i n g 

c a p a c i t y . I t h i n k D i s t r i c t F i v e f a l l s i n t o t h a t c a t e g o r y . I s 

i t f a i r t o say t h a t maintenance o n l y but not any a d d i t i o n a l 

c a p a c i t y f o r D i s t r i c t F i v e would be s e t t i n g the bar f a r too 

low and r e a l l y wouldn't s o l v e the problems? 

MR. REBERT: 

I would agree w i t h t h a t . R i g h t now 

t h a t ' s a l l we're l o o k i n g a t . We have a p r o j e c t on Route 22 

t h a t t h e r e ' s a l o t of o p p o s i t i o n t o not w i d e n i n g . We j u s t 

don't have the funds t o do i t . So yes, I would agree w i t h 

t h a t . Up i n Monroe and Carbon a r e a , I n t e r s t a t e 80. You go 

t h r o u g h the S t r o u d s b u r g and E a s t S t r o u d s b u r g a r e a s , i t i s 

bumper t o bumper, v e r y s h o r t on and o f f ramps. And we s t a r t 

l o o k i n g at the numbers and what i t would c o s t t o make the 

improvements we would need t o do t o meet f e d e r a l s t a n d a r d s and 

i t ' s s t a g g e r i n g . R i g h t away we would need t o t a k e b r i d g e s on 

the I n t e r s t a t e , we would need t o r e p l a c e or widen. The c o s t s 

are t h e y ' r e a s t r o n o m i c a l c o s t s . But I would agree t h a t 



w i t h o u t l o o k i n g towards c a p a c i t y a d d i n g , we p r o b a b l y are b e i n g 

a l i t t l e s h o r t - s i g h t e d . 

MR. CARROLL: 

And I'm t h a n k f u l f o r t h a t because I 

r e a l l y do b e l i e v e t h a t i t ' s j u s t not enough t o go out t h e r e 

and t r y t o p r e s e r v e the roads and b r i d g e s t h a t we have. We do 

need t o do t h a t . But we a b s o l u t e l y have t o have more c a p a c i t y 

i n c e r t a i n areas of the s t a t e and I t h i n k D i s t r i c t F i v e i s a 

prime example of where we need t o add c a p a c i t y . I t ' s j u s t not 

enough t o r e l y on the number t h a t we have t o s e r v e the added 

p o p u l a t i o n i n c o u n t i e s l i k e Monroe. Monroe County now has a 

p o p u l a t i o n t h a t compared t o t e n y e a r s ago i s near double what 

i t was. And the f a c t of the m a t t e r i s t h a t i t ' s j u s t not 

enough t o say we're g o i n g t o be r e l y i n g on the network t h a t we 

have. Adding c a p a c i t y i s a must. And i t seems t o me t h a t i f 

we are g o i n g t o be s e r i o u s i n the G e n e r a l Assembly about 

s o l v i n g t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problems i n t h i s s t a t e , we have t o add 

c a p a c i t y i n c e r t a i n r e g i o n s . And I t h i n k t h a t D i s t r i c t F i v e 

i s a prime example. So thank you f o r your t e s t i m o n y . 

MR. REBERT: 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you. Rep. S i p t r o t h ? 

MR. SIPTROTH: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And Mike, 



a l s o , I want t o echo Rep. C a r r o l l ' s s e n t i m e n t s t h a t we do 

thank you f o r your l e a d e r s h i p i n D i s t r i c t F i v e . J u s t f o r the 

r e c o r d , I need t o c o r r e c t something r e g a r d i n g the M a r s h a l l ' s 

Creek bypass. When we mentioned the $200 m i l l i o n f i g u r e , the 

new b i d t h a t was r e c e n t l y awarded i s , i n f a c t , a downsized 

v e r s i o n of the o r i g i n a l highway t h a t was g o i n g t o be b u i l t . 

But i t c e r t a i n l y w i l l , i n my f e e l i n g and I t h i n k i n Penn Dot's 

f e e l i n g as w e l l , m i t i g a t e the t r a f f i c c o n g e s t i o n around t h a t 

p a r t i c u l a r b r i d g e . I j u s t wanted t o c o r r e c t the r e c o r d on 

t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you, John. And the 

C h a i r would l i k e t o r e c o g n i z e Rep. Joe Brennan who's here 

today from Northampton and L e h i g h C o u n t i e s . Okay. Rep. Tim 

S e i p . 

MR. SEIP: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I j u s t 

wanted t o t a k e a q u i c k moment here t o thank Mike f o r a l l h i s 

e f f o r t s i n D i s t r i c t F i v e . And I know Chairman S t u r l a and 

Chairman Markosek remember b e i n g at the h e a r i n g we had i n my 

D i s t r i c t up i n Sacramento r e g a r d i n g Route 25 and g e t t i n g t h a t 

r e s u r f a c e d . And i t was because of t h o s e e f f i c i e n c i e s t h a t 

Mike a l l u d e d t o i n h i s t e s t i m o n y t h a t we were a b l e t o f i n d 

money t o r e s u r f a c e t h a t r o a d . I c e r t a i n l y a p p r e c i a t e your 

e f f o r t s and the e f f o r t s of the county manager, Frank Barone 



( p h o n e t i c ) , i n g e t t i n g t h a t done. I j u s t want t o ask you v e r y 

q u i c k l y . Over the l i f e of A c t 44 and not s e e i n g t h a t f u l l y 

funded, I've heard numbers of about $60 b i l l i o n t h a t won't go 

t o p r o j e c t s a c r o s s the s t a t e . I'm j u s t wondering i f you have 

a breakdown at a l l of what D i s t r i c t F i v e won't see over the 

l i f e of A c t 44? 

MR. REBERT: 

T y p i c a l l y D i s t r i c t F i v e g e t s t e n 

p e r c e n t of the s t a t e w i d e t o t a l . So you s a i d $60 b i l l i o n ? You 

would be i n the range of $6 b i l l i o n i s what we would say, I 

guess. A l o t of roads t o be paved, a l o t of b r i d g e s t o be 

r e p l a c e d . A g a i n , t h a t would be the number. 

MR. SEIP: 

Thank you a g a i n and thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Mike, thank you v e r y much. 

A p p r e c i a t e i t , v e r y good j o b and keep up the good work. 

MR. REBERT: 

Thank you. Thank you f o r h a v i n g me. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Our next p a n e l of s t a k e h o l d e r s i s Mr. 

Armando Greco, E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r of the L e h i g h and 

Northampton T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y , LANTA; Mr. Dennis 

Louwerse, E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r of Berks Area T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 



A u t h o r i t y ; and Ms. Margaret Howarth, E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r of 

Monroe County T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y ; and Mike Micko, V i c e 

P r e s i d e n t f o r P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n S e r v i c e s f o r S c h u y l k i l l 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Systems. And the p a n e l has t e n minutes t o t a l 

so you may pr o c e e d when you're ready. 

MR. GRECO: 

Thank you. The Committee i n g e n e r a l 

as w e l l as our l o c a l members i n L e h i g h County are v e r y s t r o n g 

s u p p o r t e r s of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n our r e g i o n . We w i l l do our 

be s t t o keep w i t h i n the t e n minutes and maybe even get done a 

l i t t l e sooner so we have more q u e s t i o n s . Each of the a g e n c i e s 

t h a t you t a l k e d about, we a l l s e r v i c e D i s t r i c t F i v e . W e ' l l 

t a k e a l o o k at t o l l i n g ( p h o n e t i c ) and what the impact of t h i s 

w i l l be i n the D i s t r i c t . From LANTA's p e r s p e c t i v e I 

d i s t r i b u t e d a m a n i l a envelope w i t h l o t s of s t u f f i n i t , i n 

case you have t r o u b l e s l e e p i n g t o n i g h t . There's r e p o r t s and 

but i t i s good r e a d i n g . More i m p o r t a n t l y , i t ' s good 

p l a n n i n g . And I don't t h i n k we have t o spend a l o t of time 

t a l k i n g about whether we have a c r i s i s . We have a c r i s i s . We 

know t h a t . I t ' s s h o r t - t e r m and i t ' s l o n g - t e r m . C e r t a i n l y the 

e f f o r t t o pass A c t 44 addr e s s e d t h e s e same q u e s t i o n s and made 

a c o n s i d e r a b l e s t e p towards us s o l v i n g the long-range i s s u e s 

t h a t we now f a c e . We do r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h e r e may be some 

immediate s o l u t i o n s but we s t i l l have t o l o o k at the l o n g - t e r m 

as w e l l . 



W i t h i n the c o n t e x t of a s t a t e w i d e 

c r i s i s , LANTA has a s t o r y t h a t i s an i m p o r t a n t example. 

B e g i n n i n g by making sure you know t h a t the needs t h a t are i n 

p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n PA o u t s i d e of SEPTA and the P o r t 

A u t h o r i t y r e g i o n s . And we're growing. We need more f r e q u e n t 

and expanded s e r v i c e s . L e t me t a l k about two key s t a t i s t i c s 

i n the LANTA system. S i n c e 1997, r i d e r s h i p on the LANTA f i x e d 

r o u t e system has grown by 70 p e r c e n t . L a s t year we topped 5.5 

m i l l i o n r i d e s on t h a t system, the h i g h e s t l e v e l ever i n our 

h i s t o r y s i n c e the c r e a t i o n of the A u t h o r i t y i n 1972. And t h i s 

y ear we're on pace t o top t h a t number a g a i n . So the growth i s 

even at the time i n our economy i s most d i f f i c u l t . 

The L e h i g h V a l l e y and I'd l i k e t o say 

D i s t r i c t F i v e i n g e n e r a l i s among the f a s t e s t growing areas i n 

the S t a t e of PA, b o t h i n p o p u l a t i o n and j o b s . We're one of 

the key economic engines here i n the s t a t e and I b e l i e v e 

t h a t ' s v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h a t ' s what i s d r i v i n g 

growth i n r i d e r s h i p on our t r a n s i t system. 

Based on t h i s and the promise of 

a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g on A c t 44, the A u t h o r i t y d i d p r o c e e d w i t h 

the development of a new s t r a t e g i c p l a n . You've got c o p i e s of 

t h a t p l a n i n f r o n t of you. I t ' s a growth p l a n . I t ' s b u i l t 

around the g o a l s of the L e h i g h V a l l e y . I t ' s a r e g i o n a l 

comprehensive p l a n and i t i s d e s i g n e d t o make the system 

l a r g e r over the next 12 y e a r s . The p l a n b u i l d s on the 



A u t h o r i t y ' s e f f o r t s t o o p e r a t e a c o s t e f f e c t i v e system, a g a i n , 

t h a t b e i n g i n the r e f o r m program t h a t was s e t f o r t h i n 2007. 

We cannot implement the elements of t h i s p l a n w i t h o u t at l e a s t 

f i l l i n g the h o l e s c r e a t e d by the I-80 d e c i s i o n and h o p e f u l l y 

even grow t h a t amount, p e r m i t us t o move t o the next l e v e l --¬

p l a n as s e t f o r t h . We a l s o b e l i e v e v e r y s t r o n g l y t h a t the 

L e h i g h and Northampton T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y b e l i e v e s v e r y 

s t r o n g l y t h a t you can't implement the l o ng-range elements of 

t h i s p l a n w i t h o u t s u p p o r t i n g l a n d use and development 

p o l i c i e s . To t h i s end LANTA has c r e a t e d a f o r m a l p a r t n e r s h i p 

w i t h the L e h i g h V a l l e y P l a n n i n g Commission and t h i s program i s 

d e s i g n e d t o promote t r a n s i t f r i e n d l y l a n d use development 

p o l i c i e s t h roughout L e h i g h and Northampton C o u n t i e s . 

I gave you a l l the d e t a i l and 

background. But at t h i s time r e a l l y more i m p o r t a n t l y l e t me 

t e l l you a l i t t l e b i t about what we t h i n k are elements t h a t 

c o u l d make up the f u t u r e of the f u n d i n g package t h a t we're 

t a l k i n g about. We c e r t a i n l y are s u p p o r t i v e of a comprehensive 

approach. But t h e r e are some elements t h a t we t h i n k are out 

t h a t s h o u l d be pursued. I n c r e a s e s i n v e h i c l e r e g i s t r a t i o n 

f e e s and o i l f r a n c h i s e t a x e s s h o u l d be p a r t of a s h o r t - r a n g e 

component or p a r t of a s h o r t - r a n g e f i x . We b e l i e v e t h a t the 

t o l l i n g of i n t e r s t a t e highways, I-80 and o t h e r s , s h o u l d remain 

p a r t of the p l a n . The Commonwealth needs t o s upport the 

development of language i n a new f e d e r a l l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t w i l l 



p e r m i t i n t e r s t a t e t o l l i n g around the s t a t e i n a p p r o p r i a t e 

l o c a t i o n s . We b e l i e v e t h a t moving the s t a t e p o l i c e and o t h e r 

non-highway c o n s t r u c t i o n items out i s e s s e n t i a l t o t h i s p l a n . 

And f i n a l l y we suggest t h a t p r o v i d i n g l o c a l t a x o p t i o n s t o 

c o u n t i e s w i l l be assembled i n e v e n t u a l l y b u i l d i n g the highway 

and t r a n s i t programs t h a t are needed l o c a l l y . 

The Commonwealth's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e cannot c o n t i n u e t o be underfunded. I f we 

expect our Commonwealth t o d e v e l o p a r o b u s t and c o m p e t i t i v e 

economy t h a t s u p p o r t s the needs of our r e s i d e n t s , we have t o 

f i n d the answer. Thank you. And w e ' l l t u r n i t over t o Mike. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you. 

MR. MICKO: 

G e t t i n g t o work, g o i n g t o the s t o r e , 

v i s i t i n g f r i e n d s , g e t t i n g t o the d o c t o r ' s o f f i c e are j u s t a 

few t h i n g s t h a t are a l l p a r t of a normal day i n most p e o p l e ' s 

l i v e s . T h i s , t o o , can be t r u e f o r t h o s e dependent on p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n when you have a system t h a t p e o p l e can depend 

on. Those who depend on p u b l i c t r a n s i t are f a c e d w i t h more 

o b s t a c l e s t o get t o and from where they have t o go, but they 

brave t h e s e b a r r i e r s so they can l e a d a p r o d u c t i v e l i f e . They 

are a unique group of i n d i v i d u a l s who do not have the o p t i o n 

t o s t a r t up t h e i r c a r and go. T h e i r dependence on p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a l l o w s them t o become p a r t of and h e l p s u pport 



the l o c a l community. There's no o p t i o n t o get out of the 

house at any t i m e , d u r i n g any time of day t o get a magazine or 

q u a r t of m i l k or j u s t hang out w i t h some f r i e n d s . T h i s must 

be p l a n n e d ahead as p a r t of the d a i l y t r i p t h a t i s made 

p o s s i b l e by p u b l i c t r a n s i t . 

To many, t h i s may mean n o t h i n g , but 

t o t h o s e t h a t depend on p u b l i c t r a n s i t , i t i s t h e i r l i f e l i n e . 

W ithout i t , t h e i r s t a n d a r d of l i v i n g would be t r a u m a t i z e d . 

Some t h i n g s s h o u l d not be reduced or t a k e n away. P u b l i c 

t r a n s i t i s one of them. A l t h o u g h not as b i g as LANTA, 

S c h u y l k i l l County's r i d e r s h i p has remained st e a d y over the 

p a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s . We, t o o , would s u f f e r g r e a t l y w i t h any 

cut backs i n o p e r a t i o n a l f u n d i n g and our c a p i t a l p r o j e c t would 

t r u l y be h u r t . To c o n t i n u e t h i s i s n e c e s s a r y f o r a l o t of the 

r e s i d e n t s of S c h u y l k i l l County. Thank you. 

MS. HOWARTH: 

Good a f t e r n o o n . Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman and members of the Committee. My name i s Peggy 

Howarth and I s e r v e Monroe County i n the c a p a c i t y of E x e c u t i v e 

D i r e c t o r of t h e i r p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system. I put 

t o g e t h e r a memo t h a t ' s a c t u a l l y i n a l l of your p a c k e t s and 

h o p e f u l l y y o u ' l l t a k e the time t o r e a d t h a t i n a l i t t l e more 

d e t a i l . But as t o the i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t p e r t a i n s t o my county, 

I'd j u s t l i k e t o t e l l you a few t h i n g s . 

Monroe County i s over 600 m i l e s 



square i n s i z e and w i t h t h a t we have 165,000 i n p o p u l a t i o n i n 

our county. That's an i n c r e a s e of 20 p e r c e n t s i n c e the year 

2000. With t h a t growth, t h a t ' s p l a c e d an i n c r e a s e d demand on 

our highways, b r i d g e s and, of c o u r s e , p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

Some of the s t a t i s t i c s i n our system are the f o l l o w i n g . 

R i d e r s h i p of our system has i n c r e a s e d 53 p e r c e n t o v e r a l l s i n c e 

2000. Our bus s e r v i c e no l o n g e r r e l i e s on 35 buses. We 

a c t u a l l y now are at 54 buses and we are i n the p r o c e s s of 

o b t a i n i n g f o u r a d d i t i o n a l buses. That's almost double i n 

s i z e . L a s t year we p r o v i d e d almost 400,000 t r i p s i n our 

community f o r the pe o p l e t h a t r e l y on i t . 

L e t me put a f a c e on some of thos e 

r i d e r s . 63,000 of the t r i p s were p r o v i d e d t o s e n i o r c i t i z e n s 

i n our county l a s t y e a r . They r e l y on t h a t not j u s t f o r 

r e c r e a t i o n and s o c i a l e v e n ts at the s e n i o r c e n t e r s , they go t o 

m e d i c a l p r o v i d e r s . We a l s o now p r o v i d e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o the 

sou t h , the L e h i g h V a l l e y areas and m u n i c i p a l r e g i o n s . We a l s o 

p r o v i d e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o the n o r t h , W i l k e s - B a r r e and 

Sc r a n t o n . Some of our pe o p l e r e l y on t h a t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o 

get t o VA m e d i c a l c e n t e r s , h o s p i t a l s , t h a t s o r t of t h i n g t h a t 

we don't have i n our r u r a l community. 

5,000 of thos e t r i p s were i n one 

p a r t i c u l a r program, our Worker's E x p r e s s Program. T h i s i s f o r 

i n d i v i d u a l s on low incomes t h a t are t r y i n g t o get a j o b , get 

back i n t o the w o r k f o r c e and day c a r e . T h i s year we have 



a l r e a d y exceeded 7,000 t r i p s f o r Persons w i t h D i s a b i l i t i e s 

t h a t r e l y on the s e r v i c e . Without t h a t , t hey would not have 

means t o get t o and from d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s , whether i t be 

m e d i c a l , employment, r e c r e a t i o n . 

F unding f o r p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n 

Monroe County does the f o l l o w i n g . I t reduces c o n g e s t i o n on 

t h r e e of our p r i m a r y roadways, Route 209, 611 and 196. I t 

s a f e l y p r o v i d e s m o b i l i t y f o r more than 1,000 r i d e r s d a i l y 

r e l y i n g on p u b l i c t r a n s i t and a l l o w s us t o c o o r d i n a t e group 

r i d e r s from v a r i o u s human s e r v i c e a g e n c i e s , r e d u c i n g c o s t s . 

And I'm j u s t here t o put t h a t i n f o r our r i d e r s . Thank you. 

MR. LOUWERSE: 

I o n l y have a minute. I ' l l have t o 

beg the Chairman f o r more t i m e . I w i l l t r y t o make t h i s 

r e l a t i v e l y q u i c k . I have p r e v i o u s l y s u b m i t t e d w r i t t e n 

t e s t i m o n y so I don't need t o go over t h a t . I j u s t want t o 

emphasize a c o u p l e of p o i n t s . I'm not here t o t a l k about the 

need. The needs are p r e t t y o b v i o u s . I t doesn't t a k e a r o c k e t 

s c i e n t i s t t o f i g u r e out t h a t we have a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c r i s i s . 

But I r e a l l y wanted t o t a l k about why i t i s i m p o r t a n t t h a t we 

have a s o l u t i o n . To g i v e you an example, BARTA i s more than a 

r i d e . We are the economic engine t h a t d r i v e s Berks County and 

PA. Each year we spend m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s t o PA b u s i n e s s e s . 

Example, FY '04-'05, we spent $11.4 m i l l i o n t o PA b u s i n e s s e s ; 

'05-'06, $4.6 m i l l i o n ; '06-'07, $6.7 m i l l i o n ; '07-'08, $6.6 



m i l l i o n ; and '08-'09, $6.1 m i l l i o n . That's j u s t one t r a n s i t 

a u t h o r i t y . Over PA, t h e r e are hundreds of m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s 

spent by t r a n s i t systems w i t h PA b u s i n e s s e s . We are an 

economic e n g i n e . 

I have a l s o a t t a c h e d t o my t e s t i m o n y , 

as I'm sure you can r e a d , a document which i s c a l l e d the 

attachment which i d e n t i f i e s a l l the b e n e f i t s of p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n the Commonwealth of PA. F i n a l l y i t i s my 

p o s i t i o n t h a t the PA t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system i s i n f i n a n c i a l 

c r i s i s . Two quotes t h a t were i n the Reform Commission 

document w i l l t e l l you why we need a comprehensive s o l u t i o n . 

The one was from Mr. Ed Eckman who was the s i t e manager from 

C a b e l a ' s , Berks County. Have you ever been t o Cabela's t o 

b r e a k f a s t on your way home on 78 or g o i n g back t o H a r r i s b u r g ? 

Make sure you s t o p i n . He s a i d our d e c i s i o n t o l o c a t e 

C a bela's i n Hamburg was d r i v e n by the highway i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

improvements t h a t we have. A l s o , we note t h a t we have a major 

bus s e r v i c e t o C a b e l a ' s . N i n e t y (90) p e r c e n t of t h o s e t r i p s 

are f o r work pu r p o s e s . 

Then I have another gentleman, Mr. 

Robert Harrop, v i c e p r e s i d e n t of E a s t Penn M a n u f a c t u r i n g 

Company, the l a r g e s t employer i n Berks County. E a s t Penn 

b e l i e v e s t h a t BARTA's p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e s i n 

Reading are e s s e n t i a l f o r our company's f u t u r e growth. 

O b v i o u s l y we need a comprehensive s o l u t i o n . Simply p u t , good 



t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s l i k e g o i n g t o heaven. Everybody wants i t , 

but nobody wants t o pay the p r i c e . The economy of PA and a 

whole h o s t of o t h e r good reasons demand a comprehensive 

s o l u t i o n f o r our f u n d i n g c r i s i s . 

I would j u s t ask f o r one more minute 

because at the h e a r i n g i n Hershey, Chairman G e i s t asked me a 

q u e s t i o n r e g a r d i n g Shared R i d e , P a r a t r a n s i t s e r v i c e , human 

s e r v i c e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . So he gave me a homework assignment 

and I d i d the assignment. So l e t me t e l l you t h i s . In f i s c a l 

y ear 2008-2009, a c r o s s PA and the Shared Ride program 

i n c l u d i n g MATT, PWD, MH/MR, t h e r e were 8.5 m i l l i o n door t o 

door t r i p s p r o v i d e d i n the Commonwealth of PA. I f you add i n 

ADA t r i p s and o t h e r c o n t r a c t e d s e r v i c e s , i t went over 10 

m i l l i o n human s e r v i c e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t r i p s i n the Commonwealth 

of PA, 4.8 m i l l i o n of which went f o r s e n i o r c i t i z e n s . Now, i n 

Penn DOT D i s t r i c t F i v e , Berks p r o v i d e s 227,493; Carbon 76,365; 

L e h i g h , Northampton 434,136; Monroe 63,498; S c h u y l k i l l 

117,129. With the ADA t r i p s , t h a t ' s over a m i l l i o n t r i p s door 

t o door a n n u a l l y i n D i s t r i c t F i v e a l o n e . And I thought I 

might s e t a c o u p l e o t h e r examples. B l a i r County, Mike knows 

B l a i r County v e r y w e l l . 155,299 door t o door t r i p s . 

A l l e g h e n y County, some of you might know t h a t county. 

1,507,024. N o r t h C e n t r a l PA, 317,538. C r a w f o r d County, 

39,000. Mercer County, somebody here, 94,799. Luzerne and 

Wyoming C o u n t i e s , 280,266. I thank you f o r the time and I 



j u s t want t o say t o you t h a t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s , i n f a c t , t he 

key t o the Keystone S t a t e . I f u l l y s u p p ort a comprehensive 

s o l u t i o n , and on the c a p a c i t y i s s u e as a member of the S t a t e 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Commission, we have been a b l e t o approve zero 

d o l l a r s f o r y e a r s as r e l a t e d t o the c a p a c i t y of p r o j e c t s not 

o n l y of highways, but a l s o on the t r a n s i t . Thank you v e r y 

much. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, Denny. You need t o be a l i t t l e 

more e n t h u s i a s t i c . 

MR. LOUWERSE: 

I know. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you v e r y much. Rep. Mark 

L o n g i e t t i from Mercer County? 

MR. LONGIETTI: 

Thank you f o r thos e Mercer County 

numbers a l s o . C e r t a i n l y I a p p r e c i a t e the s e r v i c e s t h a t you 

p r o v i d e and the needs t h a t you d e s c r i b e d . I j u s t want t o get 

an u n d e r s t a n d i n g i f I can j u s t a l i t t l e b i t about your bare 

s t r u c t u r e s f o r Shared R i d e , what p e r c e n t a g e t h a t c o n s t i t u t e s 

of your o v e r a l l s u p port and whether or not i n the c o n t e x t of a 

comprehensive s o l u t i o n whether you see f a r e growth p e r c e n t a g e 

t u r n s as p a r t of t h a t s o l u t i o n ? 

MR. GRECO: 



W e l l LANTA i s i n the p r o c e s s of 

r e d u c i n g i t s f a r e s . T h i s i s p r i o r t o the I-80 s o l u t i o n . That 

was one of the recommendations t h a t came out of the Reform 

Commission, t o g r a d u a l l y grow th o s e f a r e s . W ith t h o s e 

m o d i f i c a t i o n s and the l o t t e r y program, our f a r e s d etermine i f 

you may somewhere i n the neighborhood of 20 t o 30 p e r c e n t 

a c r o s s the s t a t e . That's because they removed the l o t t e r y 

drawings out of the program. I t h i n k everyone has embraced 

the concept t h a t we have t o grow back as p a r t of the s o l u t i o n . 

MR. LOUWERSE: 

I would say t h a t BARTA i s i n the 

p r o c e s s of r a i s i n g i t s f a r e s as w e l l . We have a g o a l 

e s t a b l i s h e d by the Board of D i r e c t o r s as t o the b a l a n c e f i s c a l 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o p u b l i c s e r v i c e and t o a l s o b a l a n c e p u b l i c 

f u n d i n g w i t h f a r e s . W ith removal of the l o t t e r y funds, we are 

p r o b a b l y at about 45 p e r c e n t c o s t r e c o v e r y . O b v i o u s l y w i t h a 

l a c k of w e l l over 50 p e r c e n t of our c o s t coming t h r o u g h the 

f a r e s . We a r e , we b e l i e v e , s u p p o r t e d i n A c t 44 t h a t t h e r e 

needs t o be r o u t i n e f a r e i n c r e a s e s by t r a n s i t systems. Keep 

i n mind t h a t i t i s a p u b l i c s e r v i c e , t h a t t h e r e are 

s i g n i f i c a n t numbers of f o l k s who are e l d e r l y , who s t a r t h a v i n g 

a problem w i t h c e r t a i n amounts of f a r e i n c r e a s e s or p e o p l e who 

are l e s s f i n a n c i a l l y w e l l o f f . So I t h i n k i t ' s a b a l a n c e and 

we do support a b a l a n c e between f a r e s and p u b l i c s u b s i d i e s . 

The o t h e r t h i n g you have t o r e c o g n i z e i s t h a t t h e r e i s no one 



s i z e f i t s a l l . P l a c e s l i k e LANTA and BARTA who are much 

b i g g e r who have more c a p a c i t y i n terms of numbers of our 

r i d e r s h i p i s d i f f e r e n t than Monroe County and S c h u y l k i l l 

County. T h e i r p o p u l a t i o n i s s m a l l e r . There's o t h e r f a c t o r s 

t h a t go i n . So what I t h i n k what we have t o say i s t h e r e has 

t o be a good b a l a n c e . We have t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t your s i z e of 

your system w i l l impact t h a t b a l a n c e . 

MS. HOWARTH: 

I f I c o u l d a l s o j u s t address on i t 

from a r u r a l county. And I can t e l l you t h a t we o p e r a t e two 

programs, the f i x e d r o u t e program i s a r e g u l a r t i m e t a b l e 

s c h e d u l e s , f a r e s average $1.25. The Shared Ride system, 

P a r a t r a n s i t system t h a t o p e r a t e s from our county, we have a 

f a r e s t r u c t u r e t h a t most of the r i d e r s , I'd say i n excess of 

95 p e r c e n t , are s u b s i d i z e d i n one p o i n t or a n o t h e r . So tho s e 

t h a t are s e n i o r s and tho s e t h a t are persons w i t h d i s a b i l i t i e s , 

85 p e r c e n t of t h e i r f a r e s are r e c o v e r e d t h r o u g h the l o t t e r y 

program i n the s t a t e . The o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s are w i t h the 

Department of P u b l i c W e l f a r e program and t h i n g s of t h a t 

n a t u r e . Combined, we have a $5 m i l l i o n budget t o run b o t h 

programs, and of t h a t $5 m i l l i o n about $1.5 m i l l i o n comes 

d i r e c t l y from the s t a t e and the r e s t i s made up based on 

r i d e r s h i p . 

CHAIRMAN: 

J u s t one q u i c k q u e s t i o n maybe you can 



h e l p me w i t h . I've seen i t , p r o b a b l y not i n some of your 

a r e a s , but I've seen i n some areas where t h e r e are l a r g e c o s t s 

of use, they v i r t u a l l y are empty i t seems l i k e most of the 

ti m e . O b v i o u s l y t h a t ' s not what I'm h e a r i n g here from some of 

your systems, but i s t h e r e some re q u i r e m e n t w i t h f e d e r a l 

d o l l a r s t o buy l a r g e buses and the f i x e d r o u t e programs as 

opposed t o perhaps u s i n g something t h a t consumes l e s s f u e l and 

a l s o c o s t s l e s s on a c a p i t a l b a s i s . 

MR. LOUWERSE: 

Two t h i n g s i n response t o your 

q u e s t i o n . One i s t h a t most as i n the m a j o r i t y p r o b a b l y l o o k 

at the c a p a c i t y needs t h a t they have. For example at BARTA 

and I know at LANTA, we've a c t u a l l y had t o go t o l a r g e r s i z e d 

buses. Our average passenger per v e h i c l e hour on the bus i s 

c l o s e t o 30. We have some r o u t e s where we have s t a n d i n g l o a d s 

e v e r y t r i p . Some of the s m a l l e r r o u t e s are now moving t o 

t h e r e was enough f o r example, a s m a l l e r , heavy-duty f i x e d 

r o u t e bus t h a t can a s m a l l e r s i z e . Now you can buy 29 

f o o t f i x e d r o u t e buses. And more and more s m a l l e r systems are 

now moving f o r t h a t . 

The o t h e r t h i n g I would say w i t h a l l due 

r e s p e c t t o your q u e s t i o n i s i f you would go a l o n g major 

highways --- I c o u l d ask t h i s q u e s t i o n of my f o l k s --- at 

t h r e e o ' c l o c k i n the morning, you're s a y i n g why are we 

spending b i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s b u i l d i n g t h i s highway? Except 



f o r l i k e t he t u r n p i k e s and r a i l t r u c k s . W e l l i t ' s the same 

t h i n g f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . When d i d you see t h a t bus? D i d you 

see i t at the end of the l i n e or at the b e g i n n i n g of the l i n e 

when i t ' s j u s t s t a r t i n g out and i t ' s g o i n g t o p i c k up a l l of 

thos e f o l k s ? Because each system does keep a s t a t i s t i c on 

passengers per v e h i c l e h o u r s . And h o p e f u l l y t h e y ' r e a l l 

making sure t h a t the bus s i z e e q u a l s the c a p a c i t y t hey need. 

And I'm sure t h a t more of them as they r e p l a c e buses w i l l buy 

the r i g h t s i z e . 

MR. GRECO: 

The f e d e r a l government does not 

r e q u i r e us t o buy any p a r t i c u l a r s i z e bus. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Rep. Tim Seip ? 

MR. SEIP: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Dennis, 

you're so knowledgeable. You s t a r t e d a nswering q u e s t i o n s 

b e f o r e I even had a chance t o ask i t . 

MR. LOUWERSE: 

S o r r y about t h a t . 

MR. SEIP: 

No, i t ' s w o n d e r f u l . I t i s i m p o r t a n t 

and we r e c o g n i z e how i m p o r t a n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s i n our 

h e a l t h c a r e d e l i v e r y system and our human s e r v i c e d e l i v e r y 

system. The numbers t h a t you would put out f o r Berks County 



and S c h u y l k i l l County was 227,000 and 117,000. D i d t h a t 

encompass a l l the m e d i c a l , d o c t o r v i s i t s , t r i p s home from the 

h o s p i t a l , a l o n g w i t h the mental h e a l t h needs? 

MR. LOUWERSE: 

Those i n c l u d e d a l l the t r i p s t h a t 

were p r o v i d e d under the Shared Ride f a r e s t r u c t u r e . There 

were a l s o some, f o r example, ADA t r i p s which c o u l d be t o the 

d o c t o r , are not p r o v i d e d i n t h a t number. They do p r o v i d e 

MH/MR t r i p s . And I ' l l g i v e you a good example. I f you l o o k 

at page two of my t e s t i m o n y , i t g i v e s you i d e a s what we're 

t r y i n g f o r . M e d i c a l which i s 45 p e r c e n t . I t h i n k between 40 

and 60 p e r c e n t i s i n d i c a t i v e of most Shared Ride programs and 

those m e d i c a l t r i p s . We do a c o n s i d e r a b l e number of work 

t r i p s and workshop t r i p s f o r f o l k s who are g o i n g t o shop or 

work except t h a t p e o p l e are t r y i n g t o earn a l i v i n g . But 

those are --- and t h e r e may be c o n t r a c t e d s e r v i c e s t h a t Mike 

does i n S c h u y l k i l l County they g i v e c o n t r a c t o r s t h a t a r e n ' t 

i n c l u d e d i n t h a t number. So i t i s a b i g program t h a t meets a 

l o t of needs. 

MR. SEIP: 

I t ' s v e r y i m p o r t a n t . I f you're 27 

m i l e s from a t r e a t m e n t s i t e somewhere i n S c h u y l k i l l County 

maybe and you can't get t h e r e and you f o r e g o your t r e a t m e n t 

and you decompensate and you have a p h y s i c a l a i l m e n t t h a t has 

you r e t u r n t o the h o s p i t a l and then s u b s e q u e n t l y t o the 



n u r s i n g home at $200 or so a day, we r e a l l y miss an 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o save some money f o r a p a t i e n t i n a s e t t i n g 

t h e y ' d r a t h e r be i n anyhow p r o b a b l y . I j u s t have one l a s t 

q u e s t i o n i f I may, Mr. Chairman. I'm v e r y i n t e r e s t e d i n 

b i o f u e l and a l t e r n a t i v e e n e r g i e s and I'm j u s t c u r i o u s i f you 

guys have i n c o r p o r a t e d t h a t at a l l i n t o your t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

systems. I know at Bloomsburg U n i v e r s i t y , t h e y ' r e u s i n g one 

of t h e i r buses t h a t runs on b i o f u e l as an a l t e r n a t i v e i n 

t r y i n g t o reduce c o s t s t h a t way. 

MR. LOUWERSE: 

W e l l , a l l of us or most of us are 

a l r e a d y u s i n g two p e r c e n t b i o w i t h our d i e s e l . I know LANTA 

and BARTA, we have moved t o h y b r i d v e h i c l e s which are 

s u b s t a n t i a l s a v i n g s on the use of f u e l and a l s o b e n e f i t s . I 

j u s t met r e c e n t l y w i t h a gentleman, I t h i n k you know him, from 

out near Hamburg who was a c t u a l l y i n the b i o f u e l b u s i n e s s . So 

we're a c t u a l l y l o o k i n g at t h a t . And I know Rep. K e s s l e r 

c o n t a c t e d me and i n v i t e d me t o be here today. He's a c t u a l l y a 

c l e a n c o a l t o methane f u e l f o r v e h i c l e s t h a t we a l l are v e r y 

i n t e r e s t e d i n a l t e r n a t i v e energy. 

MR. SEIP: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Chairman Mike S t u r l a ? 

MR. STURLA: 



Thank you. One q u i c k q u e s t i o n I was 

reminded of by one of my c o l l e a g u e s . As we've been h a v i n g 

t h i s d i s c u s s i o n v i a e - m a i l the l a s t few days here, one of my 

c o l l e a g u e s from a more r u r a l p a r t of the s t a t e suggested t h a t 

r e a l l y i t ' s o n l y the urban areas t h a t use mass t r a n s i t and 

t h e r e r e a l l y wasn't much of a need t o fund mass t r a n s i t i n the 

r u r a l a r e a s . And I p o i n t e d out t h a t l a s t time I l o o k e d t h e r e 

was a document t h a t Penn DOT had put out t h a t showed t h a t 

SEPTA g e t s s u b s i d i z e d about $2.00 per r i d e r f o r t h e i r r i d e r s 

and i n most of the r u r a l t r a n s i t systems, t h e y ' r e g e t t i n g 

s u b s i d i z e d about $15 a r i d e r . So r e a l l y t hey weren't g e t t i n g 

s h o r t c h a n g e d a l l t h a t much. And t h e n , of c o u r s e , they came 

back and s a i d , w e l l , t hey don't have too many r i d e r s so we 

don't get too much money. Would you a l l c a r e t o r e f l e c t on 

the importance of an independent system throughout t h i s s t a t e 

so we don't j u s t i s o l a t e p e o p l e t o say the o n l y p l a c e you can 

a c t u a l l y f i n d a bus or p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s i n h i g h l y 

d e n s e l y p o p u l a t e d a r e a s ? And I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t i t c o s t s more 

and I'm w i l l i n g t o pay more, but t h e r e seems t o be t h i s n o t i o n 

t h a t no one i n r u r a l PA needs or uses i t and i t doesn't c o s t 

a n y t h i n g and they would never pay a dime f o r i t . 

MS. HOWARTH: 

In Monroe County I can t e l l you t h a t 

our 5 0 - p r e f e r r e d r i d e r s were p r o v i d e d more than 300,000 t r i p s 

l a s t y e a r . I can t e l l you t h a t our morning buses coming down 



and out of Pocono i n t o S t r o u d s b u r g or E a s t S t r o u d s b u r g are 

s t a n d i n g room o n l y i n tho s e mornings. We have q u a r t e r 

s e r v i c e s t h a t go up 611 p a r t i c u l a r l y t o a p h a r m a c e u t i c a l f i r m 

and f u r t h e r out t o a Johnson & Johnson p r o v i d e r . And I can 

t e l l you we have s t a n d i n g room o n l y on buses. We o p e r a t e i n 

c e r t a i n s h o r t p e r i o d s of t i m e . We don't run them a l l day f o r 

the v e r y reasons t h a t p e o p l e were m e n t i o n i n g i s t h e y ' l l empty 

i n t he mi d d l e of the a f t e r n o o n . So I can t e l l you we a l s o 

t a k e a l o o k at what we the s u b s i d i e s t h a t we r e c e i v e . I t 

f l u c t u a t e s a l i t t l e b i t based on our expenses and revenues, 

but we average between $12.53 up t o about $17.00. 

MR. LOUWERSE: 

I would r e p e a t an answer t o a 

q u e s t i o n t h a t Rep. G e i s t asked me i n Hershey. I know you had 

to l e a v e . I t was v e r y s i m p l e . I s a i d a r i d e i n N o r t h C e n t r a l 

PA or F o r e s t County or anywhere i s j u s t as i m p o r t a n t as a r i d e 

i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . And as a ma t t e r of f a c t i t may be more 

i m p o r t a n t . In the r u r a l areas you have an i s o l a t i o n f a c t o r 

t h a t you don't have i n many urban a r e a s . In r u r a l a r e a s , 

t h e r e are many p e o p l e , t h e i r o n l y way t o get t o the d o c t o r , t o 

get some g r o c e r i e s i s f o r them t o have the Shared Ride 

program. Now, absent t h a t , you would t a k e t h e s e p e o p l e who 

c u r r e n t l y l i v e i n t h e i r house and many of them are e l d e r l y and 

they have a ha r d enough time p a y i n g t h e i r p r o p e r t y t a x e s and 

they would have t o b u i l d you a home. Now, I would suggest 



t h a t the c o s t of p r o v i d i n g t h e s e p e o p l e m o b i l i t y t h r o u g h 

Shared Ride w i l l be a l o t more i n e x p e n s i v e t o the s t a t e than 

t o something t h a t Rep. S e i p s a i d , t h a t i t would c o s t t o 

have th o s e f o l k s i n a home e s p e c i a l l y i f they don't r e a l l y 

need t o be i n a home. So I t h i n k the whole argument about 

f i g h t i n g i s o l a t i o n , p e o p l e ' s a b i l i t y t o have m o b i l i t y t o l e a d 

t h e i r l i f e makes t h a t argument t o r u l e l e g i s l a t o r s , t h ey 

r e a l l y need t o wake up t o t h a t argument. Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you. Peggy, gentlemen, 

thank you. A p p r e c i a t e i t v e r y much. Very i n t e r e s t i n g , 

e n l i g h t e n i n g t e s t i m o n y . Thank you. Next, we have Mr. Tom 

Bohner who's the p r e s i d e n t of the Amalgamated T r a n s i t Union, 

ATU, L o c a l 956. Tom? And the C h a i r would a l s o l i k e t o 

r e c o g n i z e Rep. Steve Samuelson who's here, L e h i g h V a l l e y 

r e s i d e n t of L e h i g h , Northampton County. Steve, welcome. Tom, 

welcome. You have f i v e m i n u t e s . You may pr o c e e d . 

MR. BOHNER: 

Only f i v e minutes? I would ask the 

Chairman i f I c o u l d do a j o i n t p r e s e n t a t i o n w i t h the Chairman 

of the L e h i g h V a l l e y Labor C o u n c i l t o f a c i l i t a t e t he meeting 

q u i c k e r . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Sure. Mr. Gregg P o t t e r ; i s t h a t 

c o r r e c t ? 



MR. POTTER: 

Yes. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. So we have Mr. Bohner and Mr. 

P o t t e r . Gentlemen, f i v e minutes each so you may pr o c e e d t h e n . 

MR. BOHNER: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, members of 

the Committee. As s t a t e d , I'm Tom Bohner. I'm p r e s i d e n t of 

Amalgamated T r a n s i t Union 956. I'm a mechanic by t r a d e . I'm 

not a f u l l time o f f i c e r as many of our l o c a l s a r e . R i g h t now 

i f I wasn't here I'd be w o r k i n g on one of our buses f o r LANTA. 

My u n i o n r e p r e s e n t s the mechanics and bus o p e r a t o r s of LANTA 

and each year we p r o v i d e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o a p p r o x i m a t e l y 5.5 

m i l l i o n p e o p l e . Many of t h e s e p e o p l e depend on us f o r t h e i r 

s o l e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . A p p r o x i m a t e l y h a l f of our r i d e r s depend 

on us t o t a k e them t o t h e i r p l a c e s of employment. We a l s o 

t r a n s p o r t our r i d e r s t o s c h o o l , shopping and m e d i c a l 

appointments. N e e d l e s s t o say, we d e l i v e r a v i t a l s e r v i c e f o r 

our community. Our c u r r e n t f u n d i n g f o r t h i s v i t a l 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s i n c r i s i s due t o l a c k of f u n d i n g and 

i n c r e a s e d demand. We need t o f i n d ways t o encourage the use 

of p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and make i t more c o n v e n i e n t f o r the 

use of the commuters. Everyone has been t a l k i n g about the 

need t o encourage green jobs and h a b i t s . There's not much 

more of a green j o b than w o r k i n g f o r a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n agency 



or much more of a green h a b i t than u t i l i z i n g p u b l i c t r a n s i t . 

We s h o u l d be t h i n k i n g about i n c r e a s e s i n t r a n s i t on a r e g i o n a l 

manner such as E a s t o n , A l l e n t o w n , Reading and H a r r i s b u r g . 

My community i s d i r e c t l y impacted by 

p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n by t a k i n g some of your c o n g e s t i o n o f f 

our s t r e e t s and highways. Our highways and roads and b r i d g e s 

are not a c t i v e l y e n g i n e e r e d t o c a r r y the amount of t r a f f i c 

t h a t we c u r r e n t l y have. Our b r i d g e s i n my community are 

c o n s i d e r e d some of the worst i n t h i s s t a t e . R e c e n t l y two 

b r i d g e s j o i n e d my home township of W h i t e h a l l and our 

n e i g h b o r i n g community of Catasauqua, had t o be c l o s e d f o r 

r e p a i r s . We f o r c e d a l l t r a f f i c onto one b r i d g e . The p e o p l e 

u s i n g the one r e m a i n i n g b r i d g e had at l e a s t a one hour d e l a y 

i n t h e i r commute. Money f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , highways and 

b r i d g e s needs t o be expanded so t h a t we not o n l y a b s o l u t e l y 

c a r e f o r the e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e , but can expand on what we 

c u r r e n t l y have. Our r e g i o n has seen enormous growth over the 

l a s t decade and has more p o t e n t i a l due t o our c l o s e p r o x i m i t y 

t o major c i t i e s such as P h i l a d e l p h i a and New York. 

The q u e s t i o n i s , how do we fund t h i s ? 

I've heard many s u g g e s t i o n s , but I don't t h i n k you can r e l y on 

o n l y one f u n d i n g source f o r our needs. They s h o u l d be a 

c o m b i n a t i o n of i n c r e a s e d county s a l e s t a x e s , revenues, 

l i c e n s i n g p a s s e s , g a s o l i n e t a x , t o l l s on our i n t e r s t a t e s , not 

j u s t I-80, and t a x i n g our n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s . A l s o , a l l 



r e c o n s t r u c t i o n throughout our s t a t e s h o u l d be s u b j e c t t o 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f e e s . 

In c l o s i n g , I hope t h a t our s t a t e 

t a k e s the n e c e s s a r y s t e p s t o r e a c h out and get f u n d i n g f o r our 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system and highways and b r i d g e s and t h a t our 

e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s can come t o g e t h e r and r e a c h an agreement so 

t h a t p e o p l e of our Commonwealth are p r o v i d e d s a f e highways, 

b r i d g e s and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you. Mr. P o t t e r ? 

MR. POTTER: 

Thank you, v e r y much. I'd l i k e t o 

thank you f o r h a v i n g t h i s i m p o r t a n t forum t h a t impacts 

everyone i n L e h i g h V a l l e y and the S t a t e of PA. My name i s 

Gregg P o t t e r and I s e r v e as p r e s i d e n t of the L e h i g h V a l l e y 

Labor C o u n s e l , r e p r e s e n t i n g over 40,000 members. Many of our 

members as w e l l as numerous o t h e r workers u t i l i z e LANTA t o get 

t o and from the work p l a c e as w e l l as u t i l i z i n g p u b l i c r o a d s , 

sometimes at t h e i r own r i s k and p e r i l . 

As the jobs m i g r a t e t o western L e h i g h 

County and p l a c e s l i k e F o r k s Township i n Northampton County, 

many workers f i n d t h ey are r e l i a n t upon LANTA f o r b a s i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I t ' s i m p e r a t i v e t h a t r o u t e s not be cut i f we 

want t o remain c o m p e t i t i v e i n the w o r k p l a c e . New employers 

w i l l come t o L e h i g h V a l l e y f o r v a r i o u s reasons and r e l i a b l e 



w o r k f o r c e i s a huge s e l l i n g p o i n t t o a t t r a c t new b u s i n e s s e s , 

which i n t u r n i n c r e a s e our t a x base, which f a v o r s the p o s i t i o n 

we are d i s c u s s i n g today. 

Our p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , s t a t e highway 

and b r i d g e systems are d e p l o r a b l e and perhaps i n the worst 

c o n d i t i o n of a l l t i m e . As r e c e n t l y as 2007, Penn DOT r e l e a s e d 

r a t i n g s of 25,000 b r i d g e s i n the s t a t e . The study c o n c l u d e d 

t h a t 6000 of t h o s e b r i d g e s , n e a r l y a q u a r t e r of them, are 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t . That was t h r e e y e a r s ago and t h i n g s 

have not g o t t e n b e t t e r . They've o n l y g o t t e n worse. 

At the time of t h a t w r i t i n g L e h i g h 

County had two b r i d g e s c l o s e d and 31 p o s t e d f o r weight 

l i m i t a t i o n s . Northampton County had one c l o s e d and 46 p o s t e d 

f o r s i m i l a r weight r e s t r i c t i o n s . Only a year ago Penn DOT 

o f f i c i a l s p u b l i c l y s t a t e d i n D i s t r i c t F i v e , which of c o u r s e 

i n c l u d e s L e h i g h and M i f f l i n C o u n t i e s , had the t h i r d worst 

m a i n t a i n e d roads i n the Commonwealth. At t h a t time L e h i g h 

V a l l e y had 124 s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t roads and the c u r r e n t 

p l a n i s t o r e h a b i l i t a t e or r e p l a c e 49 s t a t e owned b r i d g e s , 

most of which are d e f i c i e n t s t r u c t u r a l l y over the next t h r e e 

y e a r s . The problem i s the money i s no l o n g e r t h e r e t o fund 

t h o s e p r o j e c t s and t h e r e l i e s the Catch-22. 

The d e f i c i e n t PA i n f r a s t r u c t u r e has 

f o r c e d many r e s i d e n t s , i n c l u d i n g m y s e l f , t o t r a v e l roads l i k e 

Route 22 i n o r d e r t o t r a v e l t o and from work. Roads l i k e 



Hanover Avenue and Union B o u l e v a r d , the o n l y two a r t e r i e s t h a t 

go e a s t t o west i n L e h i g h , A l l e n t o w n and Bethlehem, bear f a r 

too much t r a f f i c t han they were d e s i g n e d t o h o l d . However, 

they are the o n l y a r t e r i e s t h a t t r a v e l e a s t t o west u n l e s s you 

opt f o r Route 22 and Route 78 . Y e s t e r d a y i t took me 57 

minutes t o go from A i r p o r t Road t o South 24th S t r e e t i n 

A l l e n t o w n , not a r e c o r d but a g g r a v a t i n g n o n e t h e l e s s . 

In a d d i t i o n i n West A l l e n t o w n where I 

r e s i d e , t h e r e are v e r y few a r t e r i e s , two t o be e x a c t , t h a t 

a l l o w f o r t r a f f i c t o t r a v e l n o r t h and so u t h t o Western 

A l l e n t o w n , due t o the park system which i s a j e w e l and 

Muhlenberg Hollow, which i s a j e w e l , I guess. I'm i n t o s a l e s , 

o b v i o u s l y . Work i s f i n a l l y b e i n g done on i m p o r t a n t a r t e r i e s 

and b r i d g e s t h a t s h o u l d have been spaced out over time and 

done over the l a s t 10 t o 15 y e a r s , not a l l at once which 

c r i p p l e s the ar e a and a l s o h u r t s s m a l l b u s i n e s s e s . 

I n a c t i o n on r e b u i l d i n g our 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s j u s t not a c c e p t a b l e . As i n c o n v e n i e n t as i t 

t r a v e l the L e h i g h V a l l e y the a l t e r n a t i v e i s u n a c c e p t a b l e . 

A l t h o u g h our l o c a l b r i d g e s are not d e s i g n e d i n the same 

f a s h i o n as some of thos e t h a t ended i n d i s a s t e r s l i k e 

M i n n e a p o l i s , many are s t i l l an a c c i d e n t w a i t i n g t o happen. As 

Tom j u s t mentioned by t r a v e l i n g over any b r i d g e h e a d i n g t o 

Northampton you do so at your own p e r i l . The Hokendauqua 

B r i d g e i s s t i l l a nightmare and one t h a t I a v o i d whenever 



p o s s i b l e . I do not b e l i e v e t h a t we can put a p r i c e on human 

l i f e . U n l i k e BP who seems q u i t e c o n t e n t t o bury 11 workers 

w i t h nary a p a r t i n g good bye, I b e l i e v e the Commonwealth 

s h o u l d d i s p l a y p r o p e r judgment, due d i l i g e n c e , and p u t s s a f e t y 

f i r s t r e g a r d l e s s of the c o s t . O b v i o u s l y we need f u n d i n g 

s o l u t i o n s . Here are some s o l u t i o n s . 

Number one, c l o s e the Delaware 

l o o p h o l e . More than 70 p e r c e n t of c o r p o r a t i o n s do not pay any 

s t a t e income t a x . B i g b u s i n e s s e s t h a t o p e r a t e i n many s t a t e s 

can h i d e income t h a t they earn i n PA t o a v o i d p a y i n g t a x e s . 

The Department of Revenue e s t i m a t e s t h a t c l o s i n g t h i s l o o p h o l e 

would g e n e r a t e $660 m i l l i o n per y e a r . Number two, e l i m i n a t e 

the s a l e s t a x vendor d i s c o u n t . In 1953, PA added a p r o v i s i o n 

t o the t a x code t o encourage b u s i n e s s e s t o f i l e s a l e s t a x 

payments on t i m e . I t h i n k i t ' s t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . They 

t h i n k o t h e r w i s e . T h i s may have made sense b e f o r e the advent 

of computers, c a l c u l a t o r s and e l e c t r o n i c f i l i n g but i t doesn't 

make sense anymore. Today 90 p e r c e n t p l u s of companies f i l e 

t h e i r s a l e s t a x e l e c t r o n i c a l l y y e t t h i s out of date p r o v i s i o n 

i s s t i l l on the books and b e n e f i t s v e r y few b i g companies. 

Ten companies who r e p o r t more than a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n s a l e s 

a n n u a l l y r e c e i v e a d i s c o u n t of a p p r o x i m a t e l y $1 m i l l i o n from 

the s t a t e f o r p a y i n g t a x e s on t i m e . 

Number t h r e e , enact the n a t u r a l gas 

e x t r a c t i o n t a x . PA i s the o n l y m i n e r a l r i c h s t a t e w i t h o u t a 



t a x on n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e e x t r a c t i o n . T h i s t a x w i l l not make PA 

l e s s c o m p e t i t i v e as the r a t e b e i n g proposed i s the same as i n 

n e i g h b o r i n g West V i r g i n i a . L a s t l y , PA i s the o n l y s t a t e t h a t 

does not t a x smokeless t o b a c c o . And one of o n l y two s t a t e s 

t h a t does not t a x c i g a r s a l e s . I would not want t o see us 

l o s e c i g a r b u s i n e s s l o c a l l y , but I t h i n k smokeless t o b a c c o , 

which has huge h e a l t h r e l a t e d r a m i f i c a t i o n s , i s c e r t a i n l y an 

i t e m t h a t s h o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d f o r t a x . 

I b e l i e v e t h e s e s u g g e s t i o n s p r o v i d e 

some r e a s o n a b l e o p t i o n s of how t o t a k e money towards our 

c u r r e n t mass t r a n s i t s e r v i c e and t o a l s o r e p a i r our d e c a y i n g 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . And I thank you f o r your t i m e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you, Mr. P o t t e r . Rep. Mike 

C a r r o l l . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank you. Mr. P o t t e r , c o n s i d e r i n g 

the s o l u t i o n s t h a t you l a i d out I have a f e e l i n g t h a t w e ' l l 

l o o k f o r you t o t a k e a g e n e r a l p o r t i o n of t h i s up i n 

H a r r i s b u r g t h i s y e a r . I'd ask the Counsel t o t a k e a l o o k at 

the PA Chamber and the PA Motor Truck A s s o c i a t i o n as a 

s o l u t i o n t o t h i s problem. And t h a t i s an i n c r e a s e t o g a s o l i n e 

and f u e l t a x . And maybe i t ' s a s c e n a r i o where the PA Chamber 

and the Labor C o u n c i l can come t o g e t h e r on a s u b j e c t and 

d i r e c t t h o s e funds d i r e c t l y t o the p r o p e r p l a c e . 



MR. POTTER: 

That would not be a f i r s t , b e l i e v e i t 

or n o t . That's a good i d e a . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Because I know i t ' s d i f f i c u l t f o r 

pe o p l e t o s i t at a t a b l e l i k e t h a t and embrace an i n c r e a s e i n 

the f u e l t a x . But l e t me ask the q u e s t i o n t h i s way. Do you 

oppose an i n c r e a s e i n the motor f u e l t a x ? 

MR. POTTER: 

I t would r e a l l y be dependent on a 

number of t h i n g s because u n f o r t u n a t e l y a f l a t t a x , an i n c r e a s e 

on gas, w i l l a l s o impact the ones who can l e a s t a f f o r d t o pay 

anymore. There are f o l k s now w i t h new jobs i n t h i s county 

t h a t are g o i n g t o be making, you know, $10, $11 an hour. 

That's not a l i f e s u s t a i n i n g s a l a r y . And t o add another gas 

t a x upon t h a t , I'm not sure they c o u l d s u s t a i n i t t o t e l l you 

the t r u t h . And t h i s i s a ma t t e r of them not g o i n g out and 

b u y i n g t r y i n g t o get t o work. So I'm not so s u r e . I have 

d i f f e r e n t t h o u g h t s on t h a t . I have p e r s o n a l t h o u g h t s and 

t h e r e ' s a l s o the tho u g h t s of the AFL-CIO so I don't t h i n k I 

want t o speak on t h e i r b e h a l f on t h a t s u b j e c t . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Okay, t h a t ' s f i n e . I would at l e a s t 

l i k e you t o t a k e a l o o k and have the C o u n c i l . 

MR. POTTER: 



I ' l l l o o k at a n y t h i n g . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Have the C o u n c i l t a k e a l o o k at the 

some of the s u g g e s t i o n s o f f e r e d i n the s u g g e s t i o n by the PA 

Motor Truck A s s o c i a t i o n and the PA Chamber, among o t h e r s t o be 

f a i r i s t o t a k e a l o o k at the f u e l t a x , so I'd ask you t o 

do t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you v e r y much. The PA 

S t a t e A s s o c i a t i o n of Township S u p e r v i s o r s , Mr. L e s t e r Houck, 

f i r s t V i c e P r e s i d e n t , S a l i s b u r y Township S u p e r v i s o r s . And Mr. 

Sanko, who i s w i t h him as w e l l . Thank you. Gentlemen, 

welcome. And you have f i v e m i n u t e s . 

MR. HOUCK: 

Thank you. And thank you t o the 

C h a i r f o r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y . And we a p p r e c i a t e i t . My name i s 

as you mentioned i s Les Houck, the township s u p e r v i s o r f o r 

S a l i s b u r y Township and I a l s o s e r v e as the f i r s t v i c e 

p r e s i d e n t of the PA S t a t e A s s o c i a t i o n of Township S u p e r v i s o r s . 

Mr. Chairman, you r e f e r r e d t o a guest t h a t ' s w i t h me today 

who most of you know v e r y w e l l and we're v e r y e x c i t e d t o have 

Dave Sanko. You have our w r i t t e n comment. I'm g o i n g t o be 

b r i e f and j u s t g i v e a summary and h o p e f u l l y l e a v e some time 

f o r q u e s t i o n s . 

The A s s o c i a t i o n b e l i e v e s t h a t the 



l o c a l government i s an e s s e n t i a l p a r t n e r w i t h the s t a t e 

m a i n t a i n i n g our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system and t h a t l o c a l r o a d s , 

s t a t e highways, mass t r a n s i t , a l l comprise a s i n g l e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n network. As y o u ' l l see i n the f o l l o w i n g 

examples from D i s t r i c t 5, townships t a k e s the p a r t n e r s h i p t o 

h e a r t and work t o ensure the s a f e t y of a l l roadways w i t h i n 

t h e i r j u r i s d i c t i o n . Examples of t h e s e are Amity Township i n 

Berks County w o r k i n g on r e l o c a t i o n of a t o l l g a t e r o a d . A 

curve i n SR 662 t h a t causes s i g h t i s s u e s and r e s u l t e d i n 

numerous a c c i d e n t s . The whole p r o j e c t i s e x p e c t e d t o c o s t 

$1.4 m i l l i o n . The township p l a n s t o r e l o c a t e the s t a t e r o a d 

w i t h o u t s t a t e or f e d e r a l a s s i s t a n c e . T h i s p r o j e c t w i l l 

b e n e f i t the township because the i n t e r s e c t i o n w i l l be s a f e r 

and w i l l make s u r r o u n d i n g l i g h t i n d u s t r i a l / o f f i c e zoned 

p r o p e r t i e s more a t t r a c t i v e f o r i n v e s t m e n t . Upper Saucon 

Township i n L e h i g h County l i k e many o t h e r m u n i c i p a l i t i e s has a 

v e r y t i g h t budget f o r 2010, so ro a d p r o j e c t s have not 

proceeded t o c o n s t r u c t i o n as a r e s u l t . 

Route 309 i s h e a v i l y t r a v e l e d . The 

s t a t e highway runs n o r t h and so u t h t h r o u g h the township has 

v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t pass t h r o u g h t r a f f i c . C o n g e s t i o n i n t h i s 

a r e a i s i n c r e a s i n g . The township i s making d e s i g n 

improvements t o the 309, 370 i n t e r s e c t i o n i n o r d e r t o 

r e c o n s t r u c t the e x i s t i n g s h o u l d e r s , the median on Route 378 

and t o c r e a t e a d d i t i o n a l l a n e s t o a l l e v i a t e the t r a f f i c and 



the c o n g e s t i o n . The e x p e c t e d c o s t i s around $300,000. The 

township a l s o has funded the d e s i g n of Route 309 at the A r t h u r 

( p h o n e t i c ) Road i n t e r s e c t i o n t o a l l e v i a t e the c u r r e n t t r a f f i c 

c o n g e s t i o n and t o f a c i l i t a t e a c c e s s t o l o c a l s c h o o l s . T h i s i s 

p r o j e c t e d t o c o s t of $2.9 m i l l i o n . The township's p l a n n e d 

improvements t o T a y l o r D r i v e , a township r o a d w i t h s i g n i f i c a n t 

t r a f f i c between Route 412 and Route 309, i s e x p e c t e d t o c o s t 

$2.5 m i l l i o n . A l l t h r e e p r o j e c t s are d e s i g n e d but i n need of 

c o n s t r u c t i o n f u n d i n g . Upper Saucon has r e c e i v e d about 

$322,000 i n l i q u i d f u e l s funds i n 2008. 

S t r o u d Township, Monroe County, 

conducted a comprehensive t r a f f i c s t udy i n A p r i l of 1998 which 

i d e n t i f i e d 38 i n t e r s e c t i o n s i n the township t h a t needed 

improvements. Only f o u r of t h e s e i n v o l v e d township r o a d s . 

The township has made improvements t o seven of the 

i n t e r s e c t i o n s and s t a t e r o a d s . However, the r e m a i n i n g 

p r o j e c t s on the s t a t e roads need t o be funded. 

S t r o u d Township owns e i g h t b r i d g e s , one of which was r e p l a c e d 

i n 2002. F i v e are s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t and the township 

does not have the f u n d i n g t o r e p l a c e them. In a d d i t i o n , t h e r e 

are s i x Penn DOT b r i d g e s i n S t r o u d Township t h a t need t o be 

r e p l a c e d i n c l u d i n g a b r i d g e t h a t was c l o s e d t e n y e a r s ago. 

The township e s t i m a t e s t h a t the sum of $50,000 i s needed t o 

improve the s i g n a l l i g h t s at the t h r e e i n t e r s e c t i o n s on SR 447 

and $2.3 m i l l i o n t o r e p l a c e t h r e e s t a t e b r i d g e s . S t r o u d 



Township r e c e i v e s $380,000 a n n u a l l y . 

That's j u s t t h r e e examples of 

hundreds a c r o s s the s t a t e , a p a r t n e r s h i p of l o c a l m u n i c i p a l i t y 

work. We b e l i e v e t h a t the g e n e r a l assembly s h o u l d t a k e a c t i o n 

t o reduce the number of s t a t e mandates t h a t would i n c r e a s e the 

c o s t of m a i n t a i n i n g our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s t r u c t u r e i n c l u d i n g 

p r o v i d i n g r e l i e f from the P r e v a i l i n g Wage Act f o r p a y i n g 

s i m i l a r maintenance a c t i v i t i e s . We a l s o our p o s i t i o n 

f l i p p e d one sheet too f a s t h e r e . The A s s o c i a t i o n ' s p o s i t i o n 

i s t h a t l o c a l government i s s o r r y , I a p o l o g i z e f o r t h a t . 

The a s s o c i a t i o n b e l i e v e s t h a t the 

l o c a l r o a d s , s t a t e highways and mass t r a n s i t comprise a s i n g l e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system and t h a t the Commonwealth must m a i n t a i n 

a p r e d i c t a b l e and r e l i a b l e f u n d i n g method f o r t h i s . 

We ask s u pport f o r the r e a l i g n i n g cap on the o i l f r a n c h i s e 

t a x , t y i n g PA's r e g i s t r a t i o n f e e s t r u c t u r e t o the consumer 

p r i c e i n d e x , a d j u s t i n g the gas t a x , i n c r e a s e the use of p u b l i c 

and p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p s . Any s o l u t i o n s h o u l d i n c l u d e at 

l e a s t a 20 p e r c e n t l o c a l share use of the r e s t r i c t e d account 

which i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t i n l i n k i n g any t a x or f e e s t o the 

consumer p r i c e i n d e x . 

In c l o s i n g , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g 

f o r s t a t e and l o c a l highways and mass t r a n s i t needs t o be 

c a r e f u l l y examined and a c t e d on now. U n l e s s a c t i o n i s t a k e n 

soon our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system w i l l crumble. And d r i v i n g 



economic o p p o r t u n i t i e s as w e l l . Thank you f o r the time and 

I'd ask f o r q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you. As I s a i d b e f o r e , 

i n some of t h e s e o t h e r h e a r i n g s , we've had some of your 

c o l l e a g u e s from E a s t A d d i s o n , I n g e l b e r g ( p h o n e t i c ) , e t c e t e r a 

and Dave and the p e o p l e w i t h i n my o f f i c e . And I s a i d we 

can't do any f u n d i n g f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n u n l e s s we i n c l u d e 

l o c a l governments. There's a major problem t h e r e as w e l l . 

I t ' s not j u s t Penn DOT. Having s a i d t h a t and you know, I 

know you t e s t i f i e d h e r e . You're an e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l as we 

ar e , and i t ' s a tough year p o l i t i c a l l y and e c o n o m i c a l l y and 

a l l t h o s e k i n d s of t h i n g s . So I guess t o what e x t e n t are you 

w i l l i n g t o support your l o c a l l e g i s l a t o r s and s e n a t o r s i n some 

of the f u n d r a i s i n g a c t i v i t i e s t h a t we may have t o engage i n as 

we move forward? 

MR. HOUCK: 

I t h i n k we have t o . I t h i n k w o r k i n g 

t o g e t h e r everybody has t h e i r own l i t t l e n i c h e , but t h i s i s a 

c r i s i s t o the p o i n t t h a t we have t o come t o g e t h e r and we have 

t o u n d e r s t a n d the importance of i t . Whether i t ' s l o c a l l y or 

s t a t e no one l i k e s new t a x d o l l a r s , but we are at t h a t p o i n t 

because we have t o do something. 

MR. SANKA: 

Every s i n g l e one of your d i s t r i c t s 



has more m i l e s of l o c a l roads than s t a t e r o a d s , and t h a t ' s not 

t o p i t one a g a i n s t --- the s t a t e a g a i n s t the l o c a l s or a g a i n s t 

mass t r a n s i t . I mean, we've heard a l o t of g r e a t s t o r i e s 

about the need f o r bus s e r v i c e s and u n l e s s t h o s e buses are 

c o n v e r t e d t o h o v e r c r a f t s you j u s t c an't get t o the s c h o o l s 

or the d o c t o r s or the h o s p i t a l u s i n g the l o c a l system so --¬

i t ' s a comprehensive system. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Rep. S a n t o n i . 

MR. SANTONI: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. J u s t one 

q u e s t i o n . Page s i x of your t e s t i m o n y you t a l k about the 

mandates. One of you mentioned f o u r mandates. Can you g i v e 

us maybe an annual f i g u r e of what t h a t would save? Do you 

have t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n ? 

MR. HOUCK: 

We can get t h a t . I don't have t h a t 

r i g h t h e r e . 

MR. SANTONI: 

I would a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . Thank you. 

MR. HOUCK: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Chairman Mike S t u r l a ? 

MR. STURLA: 



Thank you. Les, I'm not g o i n g t o ask 

you the q u e s t i o n s you t h i n k I'm g o i n g t o ask. 

MR. HOUCK: 

Thank you. 

MR. STURLA: 

I want t o f o l l o w up on something t h a t 

Mr. Sanko s a i d and then a l s o get your o p i n i o n s on t h i s i f 

you're a l l o w e d t o g i v e them. You know, Mr. Sanko s a i d most 

pe o p l e have more l o c a l roads i n t h e i r d i s t r i c t and I'm a 

g r e a t example of t h a t . I t h i n k I have 19 m i l e s of s t a t e roads 

and more than a hundred m i l e s of l o c a l roads i n my d i s t r i c t . 

The r a t i o i s 4 or 5 t o one. But I a l s o have more than 40 

m i l e s of p r i v a t e roads i n my d i s t r i c t , t h o s e b e i n g the a l l e y s 

t h a t s e r v i c e e v e r y b l o c k i n my c i t y . R e c e n t l y , t h e r e ' s been a 

f u r o r about not b e i n g a b l e t o d r i v e farm implements on roads 

t h a t the s t a t e has because of f e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n s about 

p e r m i t s on s t a t e roads and not a l l o w i n g 1 6 - y e a r - o l d s t o d r i v e 

p i e c e s of heavy equipment and t h i n g s l i k e t h a t . 

We've a l s o heard from S e c r e t a r y 

B i e h l e r at Hershey t h a t about h a l f of the s t a t e ' s i n v e n t o r y of 

40,000 m i l e s of r o a d s , about 20,000 m i l e s of r o a d s , get l e s s 

t hen 2000 c a r s a day. And when I t a l k e d t o S e c r e t a r y B i e h l e r 

about t h a t , I s a i d , i n any o t h e r s t a t e t h o s e would be l o c a l 

r o a d s ; c o r r e c t ? And he s a i d a b s o l u t e l y . I f the s t a t e s ays, 

you know what? We o n l y have enough money t o m a i n t a i n roads 



t h a t s h o u l d be m a i n t a i n e d by the s t a t e , the 20,000 t h a t get 

more than a few thousand a day, and we g i v e 20,000 m i l e s of 

roads back t o the t o w n s h i p s , and you i n t u r n are a b l e t o g i v e 

some back t o the p r i v a t e c i t i z e n s . 

I had t h i s d i s c u s s i o n w i t h another 

l e g i s l a t u r e the o t h e r day. He s a i d when he was a township 

s u p e r v i s o r they i d e n t i f i e d t e n m i l e s of roads t h a t were 

township roads t h a t o n l y connected two farms. B a s i c a l l y , we 

were p a v i n g --- he was d r i v i n g me t o work and he s a i d t hey d i d 

not have a mechanism t o g i v e t h o s e roads back t o the p r i v a t e 

p r o p e r t y owners. To j u s t say here, t h i s i s y o u r s . We're not 

p a v i n g your d r i v e w a y anymore. I f we were a b l e t o p r o v i d e t h a t 

a b i l i t y f o r you t o g i v e roads back t o p e o p l e t h a t r o u g h l y get 

t e n c a r s a day and s a i d t h i s i s y o u r s . I f you want i t , keep 

i t . I f you don't w e ' l l shut i t down. And we were a b l e t o say 

we're g o i n g t o g i v e you 20,000 m i l e s of r o a d s . Do you t h i n k 

we c o u l d work out some d e a l here? 

MR. HOUCK: 

I n t e r e s t i n g l y enough, i n our township 

w i t h i n the l a s t p r o b a b l y 25 y e a r s , we have g i v e n t h a t or made 

an agreement w i t h landowners t o t a k e t h o s e back t h a t were 

s m a l l . Some owners, they a c t u a l l y wanted them back because 

they knew we would have t o widen i t because of the s a f e t y 

l i a b i l i t y r e q u i r e m e n t s . Now a l l the landowners have t o agree 

t o t a k e them back, so i t ' s an u n u s u a l t h i n g . I t would be n i c e 



t o have some type of l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t would h e l p t o say, yes, 

one out of t e n d i s a g r e e s . In L a n c a s t e r c i t y though, what 

happens i s t h e r e ' s a problem. I would not want t o be Mayor 

Gray. I r e a l l y wouldn't. I l o v e b e i n g a township s u p e r v i s o r , 

but b e i n g a mayor . We have th o s e problems, t o o . We have 

a 116 m i l e r o a d , we have a grove down the c e n t e r of the ro a d , 

so we have a problem t h a t r e q u i r e s a whole l o t more 

maintenance d o l l a r wise than the average r o a d . 

As f a r as t u r n back back i n '84, 

we took 24 m i l e s of s t a t e r o a d back. We d i d n ' t make any money 

on i t . I t c o s t us a l o t of money but we thought i t was the 

r i g h t t h i n g t o do because l o c a l l y t o m a i n t a i n much more m i l e s 

of r o a d and l e s s d o l l a r c o s t . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , we're a township 

where we have m o s t l y t r u c k s t h a t h a u l ag l i m e and stone down 

i n t o the Delaware/Maryland S t a t e s t h a t go r i g h t t h r o u g h our 

town s h i p . And the t r u c k d r i v e r s , t h ey don't know the 

d i f f e r e n c e between a s t a t e r o a d and a l o c a l r o a d . They go 

r i g h t t h r o u g h us. We have t o keep them t o Penn DOT specs. I 

t h i n k what you're s a y i n g i s c o o p e r a t i o n . That's what we're 

g o i n g t o have t o do. We don't have a c h o i c e . We're g o i n g t o 

have t o accept the t h i n g s t h a t we don't l i k e and you're g o i n g 

t o have t o g i v e us some t h i n g s maybe you wouldn't want t o g i v e 

us. I t ' s a two way s t r e e t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

E x c e l l e n t comment. Gentlemen, thank 



you v e r y much. Okay. The N o r t h e a s t e r n PA A l l i a n c e . Mr. 

J e f f r e y Box, who i s the p r e s i d e n t and CEO. F i v e minutes, s i r . 

Would you l i k e t o i n t r o d u c e your guest t h e r e a l s o ? 

MR. BOX: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. A g a i n , my 

name i s J e f f r e y Box. I'm the p r e s i d e n t and CEO of 

N o r t h e a s t e r n PA A l l i a n c e . And w i t h me today i s A l l e n M o r a n s k i 

( p h o n e t i c ) . A l l e n s e r v e s as our v i c e p r e s i d e n t of the u n i o n 

and g o v e r n i n g s e r v i c e s of the PA A l l i a n c e and manages the RPO 

on a day t o day b a s i s t h r o u g h our agency. So Chairman 

Markosek, Chairman G e i s t , Chairman S t u r l a and new members, 

thank you a l l f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y t o be here t h i s a f t e r n o o n 

f o r t h i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o p i c . As I s t a t e d my name i s J e f f 

Box, p r e s i d e n t and CEO of the A l l i a n c e and we s e r v e as the 

l o c a l development d i s t r i c t f o r seven c o u n t i e s i n N o r t h e a s t e r n 

PA. We a l s o are the f a c i l i t a t i n g agency f o r f e d e r a l d o l l a r s 

t h a t come t o our r e g i o n f o r the economic development t h r o u g h 

the economic development a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and a l s o the 

A p p a l a c h i a n r e g i o n a l commission. But we a l s o s e r v e as your 

p l a n n i n g p a r t n e r f o r the N o r t h e a s t e r n PA RPO f o r the f i v e 

c o u n t i e s of Carbon, Monroe, P i k e , S c h u y l k i l l and Wayne, which 

a l s o encompasses two Penn DOT d i s t r i c t s , 4-0 and 5-0. 

Our RPO r e g i o n i n c l u d e s 151 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s and a p o p u l a t i o n of over 440,000 p e o p l e . T o t a l 

l a n d a r e a of over 3000 square m i l e s i n c l u d i n g 6000 m i l e s of 



roadways and over 1900 b r i d g e s . Our RPO i s v e r y a c t i v e i n 

N o r t h e a s t e r n PA on a monthly b a s i s . And as was mentioned 

e a r l i e r i n o t h e r t e s t i m o n y , i n the N o r t h e a s t we have t h r e e of 

the f a s t e s t growing c o u n t i e s i n PA. C l e a r l y , t h a t i s an i s s u e 

when i t comes t o good t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g . D i s t r i c t 

E x e c u t i v e Reeper a l l u d e d t o t h a t and the I n t e r s t a t e 80 i s s u e s 

i n Monroe County and a l s o some of the t r a n s i t i s s u e s t h a t were 

r a i s e d . 

We w i l l p r o v i d e t o you the copy of 

the t e s t i m o n y t h a t we p r e p a r e d f o r today's h e a r i n g and f o r a l l 

the committee members. And c e r t a i n l y the s t a t i s t i c s t h a t we 

have i n our p r e p a r e d remarks, you've heard them a l l b e f o r e . 

C l e a r l y we would j u s t be redundant t o s t a t e t h i s a l l a g a i n . 

We a l l know t h a t t h e r e i s a huge, huge need out t h e r e . So one 

of the t h i n g s I want t o emphasize i f I may i s t h a t we, as a 

l o c a l development d i s t r i c t , do s m a l l b u s i n e s s l e n d i n g . As I 

mentioned we f a c i l i t a t e economic development d o l l a r s from the 

f e d e r a l a g e n c i e s . We have our f i n g e r on the p u l s e i n the 

p a r t n e r s h i p s and v a r i o u s chambers and o t h e r economic 

development groups t h r o u g h the N o r t h e a s t of what's happening 

from an economic development p e r s p e c t i v e . 

What I want t o emphasize i s t h a t 

economic development and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n are l i n k e d . Without a 

doubt t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s h o r t f a l l s were seen and the w e l l 

documented problems w i t h the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system are c l e a r l y 



an economic d e v e l o p m e n t a l i s s u e . The N o r t h e a s t i s a l s o home 

t o numerous e x p a n s i o n of t r u c k i n g c e n t e r s and a l s o 

d i s t r i b u t i o n c e n t e r s , a l l of which were marketed t h r o u g h the 

N o r t h e a s t as h a v i n g a s o l i d economic development and 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o o t h o l d . 

So the p o i n t b e i n g we need t o l o o k at 

t h i s , t he whole t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g problem, as an economic 

development i s s u e as w e l l as a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and s a f e t y i s s u e 

t h a t you a l l are w e l l aware o f . Rep. G e i s t r a i s e d the i s s u e 

was r a i s e d e a r l i e r about the problems w i t h c a p a c i t y and we 

c e r t a i n l y have an advocate t h a t was w e l l v e r s e d i n the 

problems w i t h I n t e r s t a t e 80 we're here about I n t e r s t a t e 81 

next week but we want t o r a i s e t h a t as an i s s u e . 

I know t h a t the whole i s s u e of 

f u n d i n g i s c e r t a i n l y an i s s u e . I r e p r e s e n t a v e r y d i v e r s e 

board of 51 members from a l l over the seven c o u n t i e s t h a t have 

v e r y d i v e r s e backgrounds i n c l u d i n g many i n the p r i v a t e s e c t o r 

who d e a l w i t h t h e s e i s s u e s of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n on a day t o day 

b a s i s . I guess I c o u l d sum i t up by s a y i n g t h a t we a l l need 

t o work t o g e t h e r t o f i n d a s o l u t i o n f o r t h i s c r i s i s , whether 

i t i s economic development, i t i s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , i t i s 

s a f e t y . Thank you f o r a l l o w i n g us t o be here as your p l a n n i n g 

p a r t n e r . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you v e r y much. Rep. Mike 



C a r r o l l . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank you. Thanks, J e f f , f o r your 

l e a d e r s h i p at NEPA and f o r the work you do w i t h the RPO. You 

and I had t h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n e a r l i e r so I won't go down t h a t 

p a t h . But l e t me ask a q u e s t i o n of you t h i s way. You seem 

c e r t a i n of the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs i n the c o u n t i e s t h a t you 

s e r v e , t h a t the ro a d s , b r i d g e s and t r a n s i t , t h a t the need i s 

t h e r e t o s o l v e t h i s problem. Do you t h i n k t h a t the p e o p l e i n 

the communities i n tho s e c o u n t i e s u n d e r s t a n d the need? 

MR. BOX: 

No, q u i t e h o n e s t l y . Mr. C a r r o l l , I 

don't t h i n k the message i s out t h e r e as c l e a r l y as i t s h o u l d 

be. I t h i n k t h e r e ' s a m i s c o n c e p t i o n out t h e r e t h a t Penn DOT 

can handle a l l of t h e s e i s s u e s and somehow i t ' s not b e i n g 

done. That's j u s t a g r a s s r o o t s p e r s o n a l o p i n i o n . 

MR. CARROLL: 

I t h i n k you're p r o b a b l y r i g h t because 

I t h i n k the average p e r s o n has a f a l s e sense of s e c u r i t y 

because the ARRA are out t h e r e now. I t h i n k the average 

p e r s o n i n any of the c o u n t i e s has the f a l s e sense t h a t 

e v e r y t h i n g i s j u s t f i n e w i t h Penn DOT and t h i s i s an 

unnecessary e x e r c i s e . And I t h i n k i t ' s incumbent upon a l l of 

us, you and me b o t h and t o everyone e l s e , t o make sure t h a t 

the average p e r s o n i n any of tho s e c o u n t i e s knows t h a t we are 



at a c l i f f when i t comes t o Penn DOT f u n d i n g . And i f we don't 

do something r i g h t away t h e r e r e a l l y i s no p a r a c h u t e because 

the ARRA funds are g o i n g t o be gone and the A c t 44 funds are 

g o i n g t o e v a p o r a t e . And we're g o i n g t o have a g i g a n t i c 

problem on our hands. So I'd ask you t o j o i n me i n d o i n g our 

v e r y b e s t t o educate the f o l k s i n the c o u n t i e s t h a t we 

m u t u a l l y s e r v e t o t r y and get t h a t message out t h e r e . So 

thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Gentlemen, thank you v e r y much. I 

a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

Mr. BOX: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you. The American 

C o n c r e t e Pavement A s s o c i a t i o n and our f r i e n d Mike C o l e l l a , who 

i s the s e n i o r v i c e p r e s i d e n t of s a l e s and m a r k e t i n g f o r E s s r o c 

( p h o n e t i c ) Cement C o r p o r a t i o n --- we had the committee up at 

E s s r o c about a month or so ago. Great t o u r , saw the l o n g e s t 

ever conveyor b e l t i n the w o r l d I t h i n k at E s s r o c . And I see 

John Becker from the C o n c r e t e A s s o c i a t i o n , from PA C o n c r e t e 

A s s o c i a t i o n . So Mike and John a t o t a l of f i v e , you may 

pr o c e e d . 

MR. COLELLA: 

Mr. Chairman and members of the House 



T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Committee. Thank you f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

speak t o you today about our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g needs. 

My name i s Mike C o l e l l a . I am the s e n i o r v i c e p r e s i d e n t of 

m a r k e t i n g and s a l e s f o r E s s r o c Cement. I s e r v e on the Board 

of the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n C o n s t r u c t i o n I n d u s t r y and the PA c h a p t e r 

of the American C o n c r e t e Pavement A s s o c i a t i o n . I'm here today 

t o speak on b e h a l f of c o n c r e t e p a v i n g and the cement i n d u s t r y . 

L e h i g h V a l l e y i s the b i r t h p l a c e of our n a t i o n of the cement 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g i n d u s t r y . 

E s s r o c ' s o r i g i n a l a n c e s t o r , Coplay Cement, i s c r e d i t e d w i t h 

p r o d u c t i o n over 140 y e a r s ago on the f i r s t P o r t l a n d cement i n 

the U n i t e d S t a t e s . S i n c e then cement companies from t h i s 

v a l l e y have s u p p l i e d the base component t h a t i s used t o make 

c o n c r e t e . What a w o n d e r f u l p r o d u c t i t i s . C o n c r e t e i s used 

t o b u i l d works of h i s t o r i c p r o p o r t i o n s , highways, s t r e e t s , 

b r i d g e s , a i r p o r t s , mass t r a n s i t , commercial b u i l d i n g s , dams 

and much, much more. Our homes r e s t on c o n c r e t e f o u n d a t i o n s . 

Yes, you c o u l d say c i v i l i z a t i o n was b u i l t on c o n c r e t e . 

E s s r o c has almost 200 p e o p l e w i t h 

good p a y i n g jobs m a n u f a c t u r i n g cement i n two p l a n t s w i t h i n the 

Commonwealth and employ about 150 p e o p l e at d i s t r i b u t i o n 

p o i n t s a c r o s s the Commonwealth. The c o l l e c t i v e c o n c r e t e and 

cement i n d u s t r y i s a major employer of the Commonwealth. I f 

you c o n s i d e r P e n n s y l v a n i a n s t o be employed at the p l a n t s , 

c o n c r e t e p r o d u c t s i n d u s t r i e s as w e l l as c o n c r e t e c o n t r a c t o r s , 



the cement and c o n c r e t e i n d u s t r y p r o v i d e s more than 39,000 

good p a y i n g jobs f o r our f e l l o w P e n n s y l v a n i a n s . 

The i n d u s t r y c o l l e c t i v e l y c o n t r i b u t e s 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y s i x b i l l i o n d o l l a r s a n n u a l l y i n economic 

a c t i v i t y i n o t h e r s t a t e s . J u s t p r i o r t o the c u r r e n t 

r e c e s s i o n , the combined i n d u s t r y c o n t r i b u t e d an e s t i m a t e d $300 

m i l l i o n i n s a l e s t a x e s and over $400 m i l l i o n i n F e d e r a l , S t a t e 

and l o c a l income t a x revenue. These t a x e s have funded 

i n v e s t m e n t s i n our s c h o o l s , p o l i c e , i n f r a s t r u c t u r e and many 

more i m p o r t a n t programs. And the b e n e f i t of c o n c r e t e pavement 

made w i t h home grown PA manufactured m a t e r i a l s are numerous. 

Con c r e t e pavements are l o n g - l a s t i n g and s a f e . Less energy i s 

needed t o keep a c o n c r e t e s t r e e t b r i g h t l y l i t at n i g h t . 

Furthermore, u n l i k e o t h e r c o n s t r u c t i o n m a t e r i a l s , c o n c r e t e 

m a t e r i a l s have not been s u b j e c t t o v o l a t i l e and f l u c t u a t i n g 

i n c r e a s e s i n c o s t s . A c c o r d i n g t o the U.S. Department of 

Labor, Bureau of Labor s t a t i s t i c s c o n c r e t e p r o d u c t s have 

i n c r e a s e d on average o n l y 2.1 p e r c e n t a n n u a l l y over the p a s t 

f o u r y e a r s , and l e s s than f i v e p e r c e n t on average s i n c e 2002. 

I t ' s been one of the reasons why we i n c r e a s i n g l y see c o n c r e t e 

pavement a c r o s s the c o u n t r y c o s t i n g l e s s on f i r s t c o s t . 

D e s p i t e a l l the g r e a t b e n e f i t s of the 

use of c o n c r e t e , we f a c e c h a l l e n g e s and we need your h e l p . 

P u b l i c works p r o j e c t s have h i s t o r i c a l l y been the most 

s i g n i f i c a n t consumer of P o r t l a n d cement. However w i t h the 



downturn i n v i r t u a l l y a l l segments of the economy, cement 

consumption i n PA has d e c l i n e d 33 p e r c e n t over the l a s t t h r e e 

y e a r s . Two cement p l a n t s , one b e i n g our Bessemer, PA p l a n t i n 

Western PA have ceased o p e r a t i o n . Other p l a n t s have c u r t a i l e d 

o p e r a t i o n s . The d e c l i n e has r e s u l t e d i n numerous j o b l o s s e s . 

We are f a c e d w i t h c o n t i n u i n g l a y o f f s i n not o n l y cement 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g i n d u s t r y , but a l s o among c o n c r e t e s u p p l i e r s , 

c o n t r a c t o r s , and the immediate a f f e c t e d communities. We need 

a l o n g term f u n d i n g s o l u t i o n f o r our i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . A l o n g 

term p l a n f o r f u n d i n g w i l l have a l a s t i n g s u s t a i n a b l e p o s i t i v e 

impact on our communities. 

We support c l o s i n g the 3.5 m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r gap as i d e n t i f i e d by the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a d v i s o r y group. 

I t w i l l put p e o p l e back t o work. I t w i l l g e n e r a t e t a x 

revenues t h a t can be used t o i n v e s t i n our communities and t o 

r e s t o r e the economic v i t a l i t y of the Commonwealth. I thank 

you f o r your time and a p p r e c i a t e the o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak w i t h 

you today. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you, Mike. I t h i n k 

we're i n good shape, thank you. Thanks f o r your s u p p o r t . 

Thanks f o r your membership of the Keystone C o a l i t i o n , e t 

c e t e r a . We've heard a l o t from you and you've gone a l o n g way 

to h e l p i n g us t o do our j o b . 

MR. COLELLA: 



Thank you. Thank you v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. 10,000 F r i e n d s of PA. They 

don't get f i v e minutes each. F i v e minutes t o t a l . M a r i l y n 

Wood, D i r e c t o r of R e g i o n a l I n i t i a t i v e s S t a t e w i d e Campaigns f o r 

the 10,000 F r i e n d s of PA. M a r i l y n welcome, f i v e minutes 

p l e a s e . And you may p r o c e e d . 

MS. WOOD: 

Thank you. Good a f t e r n o o n , Chairman 

Markosek, G e i s t and S t u r l a and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . Thank you f o r 

your time i n a d d r e s s i n g t h i s i m p o r t a n t t o p i c . 10,000 F r i e n d s 

of PA i s an o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t ' s d e d i c a t e d t o i m p r o v i n g a l l of 

PA's communities, i n c l u d i n g c i t i e s , towns and r u r a l a r e a s . We 

pursue s t a t e p o l i c i e s t o h e l p t h e s e communities t o remain 

v i b r a n t and e c o n o m i c a l l y h e a l t h y . We b e l i e v e i n a s t r o n g 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i n c l u d i n g a t r a n s i t system t h a t 

meets the needs of a 21st c e n t u r y economy i s v i t a l t o the 

community, e s p e c i a l l y t o the economic r e v i t a l i z a t i o n of o l d e r 

c i t i e s and towns a c r o s s the s t a t e , b o t h urban and r u r a l . I'm 

s o r r y . I'm not u s i n g the mic r i g h t . I s t h a t w o r k i n g out? 

Okay. 

We d e f i n i t e l y s u p port a comprehensive 

s o l u t i o n t o our c u r r e n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c r i s e s t h a t i n c l u d e s 

f u n d i n g t o f i x our c r u m b l i n g roads and b r i d g e s w i t h f u l l 

f u n d i n g f o r p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , enough t o b r i n g our a g i n g 



t r a n s i t i n f r a s t r u c t u r e up t o the s t a t e of good r e p a i r , as w e l l 

as t o make some c a r e f u l l y s e l e c t e d s t r a t e g i c i n v e s t m e n t s and 

i n system e x p a n s i o n . We have an a u t h o r i t a t i v e , new r e p o r t 

produced by Penn Dot's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a d v i s o r y committee as 

you know, t h a t q u a n t i f i e s how much i t w i l l t a k e t o meet the 

needs of PA's t r a n s i t system. T h e i r number i s $484 m i l l i o n 

a n n u a l l y , i n c r e a s i n g t h r o u g h t i m e . 

Without t h i s f u n d i n g our t r a n s i t 

c a p i t a l s t o c k w i l l c o n t i n u e t o d e t e r i o r a t e r e s u l t i n g i n a l o s s 

of s e r v i c e t hroughout the s t a t e . In f a c t , t h i s i s a l r e a d y 

s t a r t i n g t o happen. T h i s $484 m i l l i o n f o r t r a n s i t must be 

added t o the $3 b i l l i o n t h a t was i d e n t i f i e d f o r roads and 

b r i d g e s . A m i x t u r e of revenue s o u r c e s i s the o n l y way t o 

address t h i s problem. The R e n d e l l A d m i n i s t r a t i o n has proposed 

a menu of revenue o p t i o n s , as has Rep. G e i s t and s e v e r a l o t h e r 

l e g i s l a t o r s ; and a l l t h o s e a l t e r n a t i v e s t h a t have been 

mentioned are p l a u s i b l e and we would support them and we would 

a l s o s u pport some t h a t a r e n ' t i n c l u d e d . E s p e c i a l l y the r i g h t 

f o r r e g i o n s t o r a i s e revenue f o r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e at the county 

or r e g i o n a l l e v e l s t o meet t h e i r own needs above and beyond 

what the s t a t e can p r o v i d e . We at 10,000 F r i e n d s s t a n d ready 

t o s upport and advocate f o r a mix t h a t a d d r e sses t h o s e funds 

and a comprehensive s o l u t i o n . 

We have two c a v e a t s , however. The 

f i r s t one i s t h a t s i n c e gas t a x e s and o t h e r p o t e n t i a l s o u r c e s 



are c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y l i m i t e d t o highway i n v e s t m e n t s , the new 

revenue s o l u t i o n must i n c l u d e some t h i n g s t h a t are d e d i c a t e d 

t o p u b l i c t r a n s i t . And second, any l e g i s l a t i o n a p p r o p r i a t i n g 

new highway f u n d i n g must i n c l u d e a s t r o n g f i x - i t - f i r s t 

p r o v i s i o n t o ensure t h a t the v a s t m a j o r i t y of funds go t o 

r e p a i r and upgrade of the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e we a l r e a d y have. We 

b e l i e v e t h a t we have a l a n d use problem as much as we have a 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problem. 

10,000 F r i e n d s has had a l o n g w o r k i n g 

r e l a t i o n s h i p i n the L e h i g h V a l l e y w i t h Renew L e h i g h V a l l e y and 

r e c o g n i z e s the e x t r a o r d i n a r y work the r e g i o n has done t o work 

t o g e t h e r a c r o s s the county and c i t y l i n e s f o r the l a s t c o u p l e 

of decades. We t h i n k t h i s work i s r e s p o n s i b l e i n l a r g e p a r t 

f o r t he economic growth i n the r e g i o n i n s p i t e of the major 

l o s s e s they have s u f f e r e d , such as the l o s s of Bethlehem 

S t e e l . However, l i k e many s m a l l c i t i e s and boroughs a c r o s s 

the s t a t e , E a s t o n , Bethlehem and A l l e n t o w n and the boroughs 

s u r r o u n d i n g them are f a c i n g an economic tsunami as t a x bases 

c o n t i n u e t o d e c l i n e and y e a r s of d i s i n v e s t m e n t and f l i g h t t a k e 

t h e i r t o l l . But t h e r e are new and p r o m i s i n g t r e n d s on the 

h o r i z o n t h a t t h i s s u r v ey conducted i n 2004 f o r Smart Growth 

America, by the N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of R e a l t o r s i l l u s t r a t e s . 

P e o p l e were asked t o choose between two community t y p e s i n 

t h i s s u r v e y . The f i r s t , community A, was a t y p i c a l suburban 

community w i t h s i n g l e f a m i l y homes on l a r g e l o t s , no 



s i d e w a l k s , shopping and s c h o o l s l o c a t e d a few m i l e s away, 

commutes of work of 45 minutes or more. 

The second, community B, had a 

p a t t e r n s i m i l a r t o our s m a l l e r urban c e n t e r s w i t h a mix of 

s i n g l e f a m i l y and o t h e r h o u s i n g , s i d e w a l k s and shopping and 

s c h o o l s w i t h i n w a l k i n g d i s t a n c e and a h i g h q u a l i t y t r a n s i t 

system. 55 p e r c e n t of Americans e x p r e s s e d the o v e r a l l 

p r e f e r e n c e f o r community B. The p e r c e n t a g e i n c r e a s e d t o 61 

p e r c e n t among thos e t h i n k i n g of b u y i n g a house i n the next 

t h r e e y e a r s . S i m i l a r consumer p r e f e r e n c e s u r v e y s a c r o s s the 

U.S. i n 2003 produced comparable r e s u l t s . 

We can l a y the groundwork f o r our 

s t r u g g l i n g o l d e r c i t i e s and towns t o c a p i t a l i z e on t h e s e 

t r e n d s by i n v e s t i n g i n h i g h q u a l i t y t r a n s i t . In t a l k i n g a 

m i l l i o n t i m e s we a l l u n d e r s t a n d the need t o cut spen d i n g . 

But t h a t doesn't mean we s h o u l d s t o p i n v e s t i n g i n t h i n g s t h a t 

c o u l d r e v i t a l i z e our economy. There are some i n v e s t m e n t s we 

s i m p l y cannot a f f o r d not t o make. And f u l l f u n d i n g f o r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s one of them. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you, M a r i l y n . Rep. R i c k 

G e i s t . 

MR. GEIST: 

I s h o u l d have i t now. 10,000 F r i e n d s 

we're r e a l l y p l e a s e d and g l a d you've come a l o n g board i n the 



way t h a t you have. And I b e l i e v e t h a t w e ' l l be a b l e t o 

ac h i e v e w i t h your h e l p a l l of your concerns and e s p e c i a l l y 

w i t h f u n d i n g . The o n l y t h i n g I would l i k e t o ask you i s you 

do have members i n P i t t s b u r g h ; c o r r e c t ? 

MS. WOOD: 

Yes. 

MR. GEIST: 

A l l r i g h t . And you're everywhere 

a c r o s s the s t a t e ? 

MS. WOOD: 

Yes, and r e c e n t l y we s t a r t e d a 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o a l i t i o n c a l l e d T r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r PA t h a t ' s 

w o r k i n g w i t h the Keystone f u n d i n g group but i t ' s a l s o out 

br o a d e n i n g out b e h i n d 10,000 F r i e n d s , p r i m a r i l y f o c u s e d a l o n g 

e a s t of I-81 and i n the southwest. 

MR. GEIST: 

Thank you v e r y much and good j o b . 

MS. WOOD: 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. M a r i l y n , thank you v e r y much. 

We a p p r e c i a t e i t . Next, the Route 22 C o a l i t i o n , Mr. Bruce 

D a v i s . F i v e minutes s i r . I was g o i n g say t h a t Chairman G e i s t 

reminded me the r e a d Route 22 i s i n M o n r o e v i l l e , PA. 

MR. GEIST: 



We're everywhere. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Because t h a t ' s the main d r a g i n my 

d i s t r i c t , Route 22. I t a c t u a l l y runs t h r o u g h H a r r i s b u r g as 

w e l l . So Mr. Dav i s you may pr o c e e d . F i v e minutes, s i r . 

MR. DAVIS: 

Chairman, l e g i s l a t o r s , thank you f o r 

your t h i n k i n g . I have s u b m i t t e d a f o r m a l statement on b e h a l f 

of our c o a l i t i o n , but I'd l i k e t o j u s t make a c o u p l e of 

remarks o u t s i d e of the statement. And I compliment the s t a f f 

on the e x c e l l e n c e of making a l l the n e c e s s a r y arrangements f o r 

t h i s h e a r i n g . 

A b i t of h i s t o r y f o r the Route 22. 

S e v e r a l decades ago I78 stopped at F o g e l s v i l l e on the west 

s i d e of L e h i g h V a l l e y and A l c a ( p h o n e t i c ) , New J e r s e y on the 

e a s t s i d e . And t h a t m i s s i n g l i n k was t h e r e f o r a l o n g , l o n g 

t i m e . P e o p l e began t o say what i s i t g o i n g t o t a k e t o connect 

t h a t l i n k a g e ? That gave r i s e t o the Route 22 c o a l i t i o n . We 

came t o the r e a l i z a t i o n t h a t i t took community p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

t o make t h i n g s happen and our Route 22 c o a l i t i o n was 

s u c c e s s f u l a l o n g w i t h a l o t s of o t h e r s , and the G e n e r a l 

Assembly and the Governor t o , i n f a c t , connect the l i n k a g e . 

And then t h e r e was another m i s s i n g 

l i n k t o L e h i g h V a l l e y t h a t ' s between I-80 on the n o r t h and 

I-78 on the s o u t h , 3.2 m i l e s not completed when Route 33 was 



brought down from I n t e r s t a t e 80. Those 3.2 m i l e s then became 

the f o c u s of the Route 22 c o a l i t i o n and we c o n c l u d e d t h a t 

c o n n e c t i o n . I t demonstrated once a g a i n how groups and 

i n t e r e s t s coming t o g e t h e r can make a d i f f e r e n c e . The Route 

222 bypass was our next f o c u s and j u s t a P a u l Harvey r e s t of 

the s t o r y comment. There was a ro a d b l o c k w i t h r e g a r d t o the 

222 bypass west of L e h i g h County. I t had t o do w i t h the 

l o c a t i o n of a b u r i a l ground. We happened t o have w i t h i n our 

Route 22 ranks the a t t o r n e y who r e p r e s e n t e d the d i o c e s e i n 

t h a t a r e a . And t h r o u g h h i s i n d i v i d u a l e f f o r t s changes were 

made w i t h Penn Dot's c o o p e r a t i o n t o i n f a c t , now the 222 

bypass i s l a r g e l y i n p l a c e . 

What we are l o o k i n g at i s an 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r us once a g a i n t o be a c t i v e as a community 

group i n support of the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c r i s e s . Rep. C a r r o l l 

s a i d how much of p u b l i c awareness might t h e r e be w i t h r e g a r d 

t o t h i s i s s u e ? L e t me suggest what I know and stands w i t h i n 

the L e h i g h V a l l e y , i s t h e r e i s a c o n s i d e r a b l e awareness as 

growing. 

One of the reasons t h a t we have 

awareness i s t h a t we are f o r t u n a t e t h a t i n t h i s r e g i o n we have 

two newspapers t h a t l o o k upon themselves as p u b l i c s e r v a n t s . 

And they can h e l p educate, communicate and d i r e c t p u b l i c 

u n l i k e what groups such as o u r s e l v e s can do. So we applaud 

the f a c t t h a t s e v e r a l of you took time today t o meet w i t h the 



E d i t o r i a l Board of the Morning C a l l . That's our r e g i o n a l 

newspaper a l o n g w i t h the Ex p r e s s Times. That reaches out t o 

a l l of or p a r t s of t h e s e c o u n t i e s , and I would expect t h a t 

t h e r e w i l l be a s u p p o r t i v e e d i t o r i a l coming from the 

Morning C a l l i n a ma t t e r of days and t h a t w i l l h e l p r a i s e . 

I want t o applaud on b e h a l f of our a s s o c i a t i o n , Governor 

R e n d e l l . In a d d i t i o n t o h i s commitment t o p u b l i c e d u c a t i o n 

he's a l s o been an advocate f o r the importance of h a v i n g good 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n w i t h i n our Commonwealth. And as you r e a d h i s 

May 4th message t o the s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , the f l e x i b i l i t y t h a t 

he r e f l e c t e d i n h i s remarks i s t o be applauded because we have 

a s t e e p h i l l i n f r o n t of us and we're g o i n g t o need the 

support and f l e x i b i l i t y of the Governor, from the G e n e r a l 

Assembly, from the community. 

I t ' s r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t c a n d i d a t e s f o r 

e l e c t i o n t h i s November have a l r e a d y s t a k e d out a p o s i t i o n , no 

new t a x e s . H o p e f u l l y o r g a n i z a t i o n s l i k e ours a l l a c r o s s the 

Commonwealth, 100 here, 10,000 t h e r e , can, i n f a c t , b e g i n t o 

make a d i f f e r e n c e . We cannot move f o r w a r d as a Commonwealth, 

we cannot i m m e d i a t e l y a t t a c k our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c r i s e s i f 

we're g o i n g t o have c a n d i d a t e s who say up f r o n t no new t a x e s . 

Let us be h e l p f u l i n w o r k i n g w i t h you w i t h r e g a r d t o 

m e a n i n g f u l and r e s p o n s i b l e l e g i s l a t i o n and we ple d g e t o do 

t h a t . Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN: 



Okay. Thank you Mr. D a v i s . And we 

a p p r e c i a t e your t e s t i m o n y . Thank you. Good l u c k w i t h Route 

22. 

MR. DAVIS: 

Thank you. We don't g i v e up e a s i l y . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Renew L e h i g h V a l l e y , Renew LV, Mr. 

Steve B l i s s i s the E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r . Steve, welcome. 

MR. BLISS: 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

F i v e minutes, s i r , and pr o c e e d when 

ready. 

MR. BLISS: 

Good a f t e r n o o n Chairman Markosek, 

Chairman G e i s t and Chairman S t u r l a and thank you f o r the 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o p r o v i d e t e s t i m o n y today. My name i s Steven 

B l i s s and I'm the e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r of Renew L e h i g h V a l l e y . 

I want t o e x p r e s s our a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r your c o n v e n i n g a s e r i e s 

of h e a r i n g s t o address the urgen t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s s u e s , 

i n c l u d i n g f u n d i n g c h a l l e n g e s , c u r r e n t l y f a c i n g PA. 

Renew L e h i g h V a l l e y i s a broad based, 

n o n p r o f i t , n o n p a r t i s a n c o a l i t i o n committed t o growing smart 

growth and r e g i o n a l c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h a s t r o n g f o c u s on 

h e l p i n g t o f o s t e r the c o n t i n u e d r e v i t a l i z a t i o n of our r e g i o n ' s 



urban c o r e s , e s p e c i a l l y the C i t i e s of A l l e n t o w n , Bethlehem, 

and E a s t o n . S t r a t e g i c and p o l i c y guidance f o r Renew L e h i g h 

V a l l e y are p r o v i d e d by a 50 member L e a d e r s h i p C o u n c i l 

c o n s i s t i n g of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from b u s i n e s s , government, 

e d u c a t i o n , p l a n n i n g and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and community 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

Among our core i n i t i a t i v e s are renew 

L e h i g h V a l l e y s t r a t e g i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n i t i a t i v e s . 

We work on i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , among o t h e r i s s u e s , f o r the s i m p l e 

r e a s o n t h a t i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s pending and p o l i c y d r i v e where 

growth and development occur i n the r e g i o n . I t i s our view 

t h a t a s t r o n g r e g i o n a l approach t o ro a d s , t r a n s i t , p e d e s t r i a n 

and b i k i n g f a c i l i t i e s can h e l p ensure t h a t the L e h i g h V a l l e y 

i s f o s t e r i n g s t r o n g c o r e communities; w a l k a b l e , mixed-use 

neighborhoods, economic v i t a l i t y and a h i g h q u a l i t y of l i f e ; 

and the p r e s e r v a t i o n of open space and p r o d u c t i v e f a r m l a n d . 

A b a l a n c e d m u l t i m o d a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

system i s c r i t i c a l t o the f u t u r e v i t a l i t y of the L e h i g h 

V a l l e y . M u n i c i p a l i t i e s , c o u n t i e s , key p u b l i c a g e n c i e s , 

b u s i n e s s e s , community members and o t h e r p a r t n e r s a c r o s s the 

p u b l i c and p r i v a t e s e c t o r s need t o work t o g e t h e r t o ensure a 

r e g i o n a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system t h a t p r o v i d e s L e h i g h V a l l e y 

r e s i d e n t s , workers and v i s i t o r s w i t h a v a r i e t y of o p t i o n s f o r 

a c c e s s i n g employment, h o u s i n g , s c h o o l s , r e c r e a t i o n and 

c u l t u r a l a m e n i t i e s and o t h e r r e s o u r c e s . The L e h i g h V a l l e y 



must c r e a t e l i n k a g e s between l a n d use and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n so as 

t o make o p t i m a l use of our e x i s t i n g r o a d i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , 

promote energy e f f i c i e n c y and f o s t e r new o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 

t r a n s i t - o r i e n t e d development i n c l u d i n g the p r o s p e c t of 

r e g i o n a l passenger r a i l . 

At the most g e n e r a l , the c u r r e n t 

s t a t e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g c r i s e s s e v e r e l y impeded the 

a b i l i t y of r e g i o n s a c r o s s the Commonwealth t o t a k e a l o n g term 

approach t o address the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs. But more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y I want t o emphasize the dangers of c u t s t o p u b l i c 

t r a n s i t i n the L e h i g h V a l l e y . As you heard e a r l i e r the L e h i g h 

and Northampton T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y , LANTA, p r o v i d e s 

L e h i g h V a l l e y w i t h a p u b l i c t r a n s i t system t h a t i s w i d e l y 

r e c o g n i z e d f o r o p e r a t i n g at a h i g h l e v e l of e f f i c i e n c y . Yet 

the c u r r e n t s t a t e f u n d i n g s h o r t f a l l f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c o u l d 

f o r c e LANTA t o r a i s e f a r e s j u s t t o m a i n t a i n c u r r e n t s e r v i c e . 

T h i s would mean t h a t L e h i g h V a l l e y r e s i d e n t s who do not have 

acce s s t o a c a r or who choose not t o d r i v e are p l a c e d at a 

g r e a t e r d i s a d v a n t a g e then even b e f o r e , e s p e c i a l l y t r o u b l i n g 

g i v e n the c u r r e n t economic and employment d e c l i n e . 

There are a l s o major l o n g - t e r m 

i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r t r a n s i t i n L e h i g h V a l l e y t h a t the 

Commonwealth has not a d e q u a t e l y fun t r a n s p o r t a t i o n on a l o n g 

term b a s i s . D u r i n g the l a s t c o u p l e y e a r s I've had the 

p r i v i l e g e of s e r v i n g on the a d v i s o r y committee t o Moving LANTA 



Forward, which you heard from Armando Greco e a r l i e r , i s the 

agency's l o n g term s t r a t e g i c p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s . The p l a n c a l l s 

f o r a number of i m p o r t a n t improvements t h a t w i l l be i n s e r i o u s 

danger w i t h out a d e q u a t e l y f u n d i n g f o r t r a n s i t , i n c l u d i n g 

t h i n g s l i k e r e s u r f a c e on poor r o u t e s , i n t r o d u c t i o n of a bus 

r a p i d t r a n s i t a l o n g w i t h the c o r r i d o r s and a l s o the p r o s p e c t 

over the l o n g term of i n t e g r a t i n g r e g i o n a l r a i l i n t o L e h i g h 

V a l l e y . 

A l s o s i g n i f i c a n t i n LANTA's 

s t r a t e g i c , and you heard Mr. Greco speak of t h i s e a r l i e r , i s 

the c u r r e n t p l a n and p r o c e s s under LANTA and the L e h i g h V a l l e y 

p l a n n i n g commission t o l i n k m u n i c i p a l venues p l a n n i n g and 

LANTA s e r v i c e p l a n n i n g as a way t o get the t y p e s of s e r v i c e s 

t h a t would be more co n d u c i v e t o t r a n s i t development. T h i s 

type of work would be at g r e a t r i s k i f adequate f u n d i n g i s not 

a v a i l a b l e t o the r e g i o n or t o the Commonwealth. 

F i n a l l y , I j u s t want t o mention t h a t 

Renew L e h i g h V a l l e y b e l i e v e s t h a t i n v e s t m e n t s i n 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e can be o p t i m i z e d t h r o u g h a 

c o n t i n u e d emphasis on p r i n c i p l e s embodied i n the Smart 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n i t i a t i v e l a u n c h e d by T r a n s p o r t a t i o n S e c r e t a r y 

B i e h l e r . Smart T r a n s p o r t a t i o n acknowledges the c r i t i c a l 

l i n k a g e between t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g and p l a n n i n g and 

r e g i o n a l l a n d use d e c i s i o n s and as you mentioned the s e t of 

g r a n t s made a v a i l a b l e t o our r e g i o n t h r o u g h Smart 



T r a n s p o r t a t i o n r e s u l t e d i n some t a r g e t e d p r o j e c t s t h a t r e a l l y 

b e n e f i t e d some of our p o o r e r communities, e s p e c i a l l y 

A l l e n t o w n , Bethlehem and E a s t o n and a l s o the Borough of 

H e l l e r t o w n . 

On b e h a l f of Renew L e h i g h V a l l e y 

a g a i n thank you f o r your time and c o n s i d e r a t i o n . And I 

a p p r e c i a t e your l e a d e r s h i p i n t a k i n g on t h i s tremendous 

c h a l l e n g e b e f o r e the l e g i s l a t u r e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, Steve. Thank you. Thank you 

v e r y much. S t a t e Rep. Steve Samuelson. 

MR. SAMUELSON: 

The q u e s t i o n i s about LANTA and your 

i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h a t a d v i s o r y group. I was a s u p p o r t e r of A c t 

44 at the time we had a s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e i n t r a n s i t 

f u n d i n g . I b e l i e v e my own agency here i n L e h i g h V a l l e y had a 

d o u b l i n g of t r a n s i t f u n d i n g . One of my concerns s i n c e t h a t 

time has been f a r e i n c r e a s e s . We had one i n 2008 t h a t h i t the 

d i s a b l e d , a 21 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e i n f a r e s and now t h e r e ' s a 

p r o p o s a l now t o have a f a r e i n c r e a s e on m u l t i - r i d e t i c k e t s and 

monthly p a s s e s . To me t h a t seems l i k e we're g o i n g i n the 

wrong d i r e c t i o n when we s h o u l d be t r y i n g t o h o l d f a r e s down, 

use some of t h a t s t a t e f u n d i n g and t r y t o encourage more 

r i d e r s . Was t h e r e a d i s c u s s i o n on t h a t a d v i s o r y group about 

i n i t i a t i v e s t o h o l d f a r e s down here i n the L e h i g h V a l l e y ? 



MR. BLISS: 

What I r e c a l l as the key q u e s t i o n i s 

f o c u s e s p e c i a l l y on urban i s s u e s . The e q u i t y f a c t o r of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g and r i d e r s h i p i s c r i t i c a l t o us. I can 

t e l l you t h a t one of the key d i s c u s s i o n s was l o o k i n g at how t o 

h o l d f a r e s down by, as you heard Mr. Greco speak t o e a r l i e r , 

e n s u r i n g t h a t they were the t y p e s of r i d e r s h i p t h a t would 

a l l o w LANTA t o b r i n g i t ' s h i g h l e v e l of e f f i c i e n c y , which as 

you know and as you spoke t o , t h e y ' r e graded on a s o r t of 

d o l l a r per m i l e t r a v e l b a s i s and t h e y ' r e one of the b e s t 

n a t i o n a l l y on t h a t . And the hope and the a d v i s o r y 

committee a f f i r m e d t h i s , was t o renew i n c r e a s e r i d e r s h i p as a 

way of k e e p i n g f a r e s down, so b a s i c a l l y i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

c r e a t i n g g r e a t e r d e n s i t i e s c r e a t i n g s t r o n g e r s e r v i c e , and more 

f r e q u e n t s e r v i c e . A l o n g the t r u n k c o r r i d o r s you c o u l d get the 

t y p e s of r i d e r s h i p s and l e v e l s of economies and s c a l e t h a t 

would make f a r e i n c r e a s e s u n n e c e s s a r y . But as was mentioned 

today the c u r r e n t h o l e i n the f u n d i n g p i c t u r e , as you know, i s 

p u t t i n g them i n the s i t u a t i o n mixed w i t h a l o t of u n f a v o r a b l e 

c h o i c e s c u r r e n t l y . 

MR. SAMUELSON: 

A f o l l o w - u p q u e s t i o n . You gave us a 

h o l i s t i c approach w i t h r o a d s , t r a n s i t , b i c y c l e , p e d e s t r i a n . 

T a l k about the l a t e r two as you see the L e h i g h V a l l e y 

i n i t i a t i v e s on p e d e s t r i a n and b i c y c l i n g i n i t i a t i v e s ? 



MR. BLISS: 

Yeah. I t h i n k one of the t h i n g s , you 

know, w i t h Renew L e h i g h V a l l e y i s r e g i o n a l f o c u s . We are 

c o n t i n u a l l y w o r k i n g w i t h r e g i o n a l p o l i c i e s t h a t can promote 

tho s e t y p e s of outcomes t o a l s o k i n d of work w i t h and shed 

l i g h t on some of the l o c a l c i t y s p e c i f i c numbers. And I need 

t o applaud the c i t i e s of A l l e n t o w n , Bethlehem and E a s t o n and 

o t h e r c i t i e s and o t h e r m u n i c i p a l i t i e s f o r r e a l l y d o i n g some 

s e r i o u s work around w a l k - a b i l i t y i s s u e s . The Smart 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n g r a n t t h a t I mentioned e a r l i e r , f o r the r e g i o n 

one of them was f o r H e l l e r t o w n t o l o o k at w a l k - a b i l i t y on the 

main s t r e e t of H e l l e r t o w n . Added t o t h a t t hey are v e r y a c t i v e 

i n each of tho s e m u n i c i p a l i t i e s --- you know, b u r g e o n i n g 

b i - c o a l i t i o n s from p l a c e s l i k e A l l e n t o w n are here today. You 

a l s o have p u b l i s h i n g ( p h o n e t i c ) f o r a p p r o p r i a t e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

and then b i k e programs i n your b a c k y a r d of C e n t r a l Bethlehem. 

And E a s t o n i s l o o k i n g at tho s e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s and program 

elements t o t r y t o i n c r e a s e b i k e - a b i l i t y i n tho s e c i t i e s . So 

I t h i n k t h e r e ' s a l o t of momentum f o r tho s e s o r t of modes here 

w i t h i n the V a l l e y and t h a t ' s what we're here i n t r y i n g t o l o o k 

at renewing f e d e r a l , s t a t e and r e g i o n a l p o l i c i e s t h a t can h e l p 

s u p port i t . 

MR. SAMUELSON: 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 



Okay. Thank you, Steve and Steve. 

MR. SAMUELSON: 

Thanks v e r y much, Mr. B l i s s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Next. Oh, boy. The Mike and Ike 

chamber of commerce he r e . The L e h i g h V a l l e y Chamber of 

Commerce. We have the Chairman of the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Committee of the Chamber Mr. P e t e r T e r r y . And M i c h e l l e , 

you're g o i n g t o s i t on the s i d e l i n e s . Okay. 

MR. TERRY: 

She can't s t i f l e me from t h e r e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

But you s t i l l o n l y get f i v e m i n u t e s . 

You may p r o c e e d when you're ready. 

MR. TERRY: 

Thank you v e r y much. I t ' s a p l e a s u r e 

t o be b e f o r e you today. I a p p r e c i a t e your t i m e . I know 

pe o p l e s i t t i n g i n the audience who are here a l s o g i v i n g up 

what c o u l d be a g r e a t a f t e r n o o n of p r o d u c t i v i t y t o come and 

t e l l you what our i s s u e s a r e . I'm g o i n g t o cut t o the chase 

because you don't r e a l l y need another h i s t o r y of the L e h i g h 

V a l l e y , or how many members we have. You can l o o k t h a t up any 

time you want. That's not what we're here f o r . We want t o 

t a l k about s o l u t i o n s t o t h i s f u n d i n g problem. The Chamber of 

Commerce had a p o l i c y t h a t we push --- and b e l i e v e me the 



Chamber of Commerce i s not g r e a t s u p p o r t e r s of t a x i n c r e a s e s , 

a n y t h i n g t h a t might be viewed as h u r t i n g b u s i n e s s e s . 

We had a p o l i c y approved by our 

Chamber Board t h a t b a s i c a l l y says r e a s o n a b l e u s e r f e e s make 

sense. We a l s o need t o l o o k at a l l t h e s e o t h e r s o l u t i o n s 

i d e n t i f i e d i n A c t 44; p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i p s , b i - l e v e l 

( p h o n e t i c ) p a r t n e r s h i p s , o t h e r c r e a t i v e t h i n g s l i k e t h a t . 

T h i s w i l l h e l p move us f o r w a r d i n terms of t h i s p l a n n i n g . 

As a p r o f e s s i o n a l , I'm a c i v i l 

e n g i n e e r . I have a s m a l l c o n s u l t i n g f i r m . I can t e l l you 

economic development i s r e a l l y h u r t i n g r i g h t now i n a b i g way 

thanks t o our i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . You go down t o Penn DOT t o get 

a p e r m i t f o r the d r i v e w a y f o r your new warehouse and b e f o r e 

you know i t , you're out a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s of improvements on 

r o a d systems. I'm not t a l k i n g about any on your s i t e . But 

the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e j u s t cannot support t h i s c o n t i n u i n g 

development. 

So i f you want t o do economic 

development, i f you want t o support g e t t i n g us out of t h i s 

economic s i t u a t i o n we're i n , we need t o get a l i t t l e 

f r i e n d l i e r here about how we do i t . I'm not s a y i n g the 

d e v e l o p e r s s h o u l d n ' t pay t h e i r r i g h t amount. But i t ' s not 

j u s t the d e v e l o p e r s . I've had c l i e n t s t h a t are s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s . Where do they come up w i t h the money t o do a 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r r o a d improvement t o b u i l d a m i d d l e s c h o o l ? 



These are the t h i n g s t h a t I s t r u g g l e w i t h e v e r y day i n f r o n t 

of p l a n n i n g commissions and w i t h my c l i e n t s . 

M u n i c i p a l i t i e s are r e a l l y , r e a l l y 

s t r u g g l i n g on t h e i r p l a n s . W h i t e h a l l Township has an impact 

f e e . And t h a t impact f e e revenue comes from the government. 

There r e a l l y hasn't been a whole l o t of income i n t h a t f e e any 

time r e c e n t l y . And i t ' s s t a r t i n g t o c h a l l e n g e t h e i r a b i l i t y 

t o keep t h e i r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e g o i n g . And t h a t ' s t h r o u g h an 

impact f e e t h r o u g h the l e g i s l a t i o n from 1990, which you know, 

has i t s own c h a l l e n g e s t o i t . 

The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n committee and the 

chamber i n g e n e r a l would l i k e t o h e l p support g e t t i n g the word 

out. We b e l i e v e we've been d o i n g t h i s f o r a number of y e a r s . 

We want t o up the e f f o r t . P h i l Urban ( p h o n e t i c ) the former 

chairman, when he walked i n , s a i d hey, d i d you h i r e t h a t 

m a r k e t i n g f i r m y e t t o f i g u r e out how t o c o n v i n c e p e o p l e t h a t 

t h i s i n f r a s t r u c t u r e t h i n g needs a l i t t l e more a t t e n t i o n ? We 

haven't h i r e d a f i r m y e t . 

That's what we're here f o r . You 

know, I'd l o v e t o have your q u e s t i o n s and your t h o u g h t s on how 

t o do t h i n g s i n s t e a d of h a v i n g me g i v e you s t a t i s t i c s . One 

o t h e r t h i n g I want t o mention. T h i s i s a c l a s s i c 1949, Penn 

DOT p u b l i c a t i o n t a l k i n g about the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e needs and how 

i t i s t e r r i b l y underfunded. We t a l k e d about t h i s as i f i t ' s a 

c r i s i s . I'm not an E n g l i s h major by any means but c r i s i s 



u s u a l l y has an urgency t o i t o t h e r than the next budget. 

Okay? I t seems l i k e we t r e a t as an urgency, but i t ' s j u s t the 

next budget. 

The e n d i n g note of t h i s document 

b a s i c a l l y i s s h a l l we keep the s t a t e highways the m a g n i f i c e n t 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system they a r e , are we w i l l i n g t o assume the 

f i n a n c i a l o b l i g a t i o n s we must assume t o keep them t h a t way? I 

t h i n k the answer c l e a r l y , e s p e c i a l l y from the chamber, i s yes, 

we have t o make the h a r d d e c i s i o n s . I t ' s not easy, but i t ' s 

time t o do i t . We can't put i t o f f any f u r t h e r . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you v e r y much. I agree. 

Thank you. Any q u e s t i o n s ? Yes, Rep. C a r r o l l ? 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Can I 

assume then on your t e s t i m o n y r e l a t e d t o u s e r f e e s t h a t 

i n c l u d e s a f u e l t a x i n c r e a s e ? 

MR. TERRY: 

That's c o r r e c t . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Okay. G r e a t . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Chairman S t u r l a ? 

MR. STURLA: 

Thank you. One q u i c k q u e s t i o n 



because you s a i d r e a s o n a b l e u s e r f e e s . I l o o k at a $3 b i l l i o n 

s h o r t f a l l i n f u n d i n g and I go 50 c e n t s a g a l l o n sounds 

r e a s o n a b l e . 

MR. TERRY: 

F i f t y (50) c e n t s a g a l l o n i s q u i t e a 

b i t more. I'm a l s o v e r y i n v o l v e d w i t h the American S o c i e t y of 

C i v i l E n g i n e e r s , b o t h l o c a l l y and on a n a t i o n a l l e v e l . T h e i r 

r e p o r t c a r d , t h e i r 2009 r e p o r t c a r d , t a l k s about 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e needs. The PA r e p o r t c a r d was j u s t r e l e a s e d 

about two weeks ago. I t t a l k s about i f i t doesn't get t o the 

p o i n t of f i n a n c i a l numbers, a 25 cent a g a l l o n gas t a x would 

p r o b a b l y do i t . The chamber i s not a d v o c a t i n g any p a r t i c u l a r 

amount. You know, we don't get t o make t h a t d e c i s i o n . The 

needs need t o be documented. A l o n g term p l a n needs t o be 

t h e r e because, you know, I'm not p a y i n g 25 c e n t s more a g a l l o n 

i f I don't t h i n k t h e r e ' s a p l a n . So l e t ' s show the p l a n . 

MR. STURLA: 

Okay. And the o n l y r e a s o n I r a i s e 

t h a t i s because the o t h e r day i n t e s t i m o n y somebody s a i d are 

you t h i n k i n g of r a i s i n g the gas t a x 10 c e n t s and then f i x a l l 

the roads? I t don't add up. 

MR. TERRY: 

No. I t ' s a l i t t l e h i g h e r than t h a t . 

MR. STURLA: 

And so a l l I want i s the d e f i n i t i o n 



of r e a s o n a b l e and I agree t h a t 50 c e n t s might be too much. I 

j u s t don't know what r e a s o n a b l e i s . I f everybody l e a v e s here 

and you say r e a s o n a b l e i s t e n c e n t s and I say r e a s o n a b l e i s 50 

c e n t s , i t s t i l l doesn't s o l v e a n y t h i n g . 

MR. TERRY: 

Sure. I t h i n k the o t h e r p a r t of 

r e a s o n a b l e i s the t i m e l i n e . Penn DOT has i d e n t i f i e d t he 

b r i d g e needs. You can't f i x t h o s e b r i d g e needs i n f i v e y e a r s . 

You p r o b a b l y c o u l d f i x them i n 10 or 15. But i f we don't get 

a p l a n , we're g o i n g t o be here 5 y e a r s from now, s a y i n g hey 

you know what? I t ' s g o i n g t o be another 20 t o 25 y e a r s . We 

need t o s e t t h a t p l a n , i d e n t i f y t h o s e g o a l s and then s t i c k t o 

i t . Not make i t a p o l i t i c a l f o o t b a l l . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Rep. Samuelson? 

MR. SAMUELSON: 

Pe t e , you t a l k e d about the r e p o r t 

c a r d you gave us w i t h the S o c i e t y of P r o f e s s i o n a l E n g i n e e r s a 

co u p l e of weeks ago. You've been d o i n g t h a t f o r s e v e r a l 

y e a r s . Any change or movement on t h a t r e p o r t card? Give us a 

h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e . 

MR. TERRY: 

Things are g e t t i n g a l i t t l e worse. 

The grades t h a t we've g i v e n the d i f f e r e n t areas of 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e have d e c r e a s e d s l i g h t l y o v e r a l l . There have 



been some improvements, some t h a t are not good. In PA, f o r 

i n s t a n c e , our f r e i g h t r a i l i s i n g r e a t shape, but our roads 

and b r i d g e s are i n h o r r i b l e shape. Every time we get another 

20 b r i d g e s f i x e d , we go out and do i n s p e c t i o n s and f i n d out 

another 25 have f a i l e d , and when you l o o k at the age of PA's 

b r i d g e s t h a t ' s no s u r p r i s e . We're not moving f o r w a r d . We're 

at b e s t t r e a d i n g water. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, I t h i n k Rep. G e i s t and I were 

t a l k i n g about the r e p o r t c a r d and thought you a c t u a l l y graded 

too h i g h on some of t h e s e , but --- because we do have such a 

b i g problem. But l e t me j u s t I ' l l ask my q u e s t i o n t o 

e i t h e r one of you. What k i n d of p r o a c t i v e t h i n g s , I mean 

o t h e r than showing up here, and some of the w r i t t e n m a t e r i a l 

t h a t you've put out, have you g o t t e n w i t h your l e g i s l a t i v e 

d e l e g a t i o n of b o t h the House and Senate i n L e h i g h V a l l e y ? Of 

c o u r s e , we have Rep. Samuelson here, but what p r o a c t i v e l y have 

you done t o t r y t o c o n v i n c e them t h a t we need t o do t h i s and 

t h a t some h a r d v o t e s might have t o be t a k e n and t h a t you would 

support t h i s ? 

MS. YOUNG: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Our 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n committee members have been r e a l l y a c t i v e at 

g o i n g out i n the o f f i c e s of our l e g i s l a t u r e s . We a l s o h e l d an 

annual t r a n s p o r t a t i o n luncheon which you b o t h have come t o 



speak a t . Thank you. And t h i s year we had S e c r e t a r y B i e h l e r . 

We've a l s o had Senator B o s c o l a as the o n l y t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

member of the L e h i g h V a l l e y t h e r e . We brought i n Rep. Frank 

Lee ( p h o n e t i c ) , Senator Brown, E r a s c a b e l l o ( p h o n e t i c ) , so 

we're t r y i n g t o engage i n t h e , you know, 250 member r e a l m as 

w e l l as t h o s e i n d i v i d u a l meetings t h a t we've done. And I j u s t 

wanted t o add t h a t from the Chamber p e r s p e c t i v e we b e l i e v e as 

Steve was s a y i n g t h a t , yes, r e a s o n a b l e , which i t w i l l be 

d e t e r m i n e d as t o how t h a t i s d e f i n e d . But we a l s o need t o 

make sure we are s t r e a m l i n i n g as much as we can as w e l l as 

l o o k i n g at E-3 ( p h o n e t i c ) and a l l of t h o s e t h i n g s . But i t 

would be so h y p o c r i t i c a l f o r the G r e a t e r L e h i g h V a l l e y Chamber 

t o say we have 5000 members, 140,000 employees minus a few 

t h a t are v i r t u a l l y w o r k i n g . They have t o go back and f o r t h t o 

work each day. So we need t o work on mass t r a n s i t and we know 

t h a t t h e r e needs t o be money i n v o l v e d . So we're w i l l i n g t o 

work w i t h you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, g r e a t . Rep. G e i s t . 

MR. GEIST: 

Thank you v e r y much f o r b r i n g i n g up 

the r e p o r t c a r d . I t h i n k we need t o t a l k more about i t . And 

one of the ways t h a t we can r e a l l y h e l p i n the L e h i g h V a l l e y 

because a l o t of the p r o j e c t s , as you w e l l know, have not been 

put out from d e s i g n . The c a p a c i t y problems and some of t h a t 



s t u f f , i t j u s t hasn't been t h e y ' r e not on the s h e l f . One 

of the t h i n g s t h a t we know t h a t we r e a l l y have t o push i s 

d e s i g n b u i l d i n g . I t h i n k t h a t becomes a huge t o o l i n areas 

l i k e t h i s , and we're g o i n g t o j u s t do n o t h i n g but a p p r e c i a t e 

what you're d o i n g w i t h the numbers. I t h i n k i t ' s a b s o l u t e l y 

i m p e r a t i v e . J u s t l i k e Dennis has t o t a l k about Shared Ride t o 

c e r t a i n p e o p l e , we have t o know what the impact i s . We know 

t h a t i n t h i s r e g i o n t h i s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system r e a l l y 

r e p r e s e n t s economic development, p l a i n and s i m p l e . And we 

don't want t o choke o f f anybody's economy. I t ' s time t h a t we 

get moving so thank you v e r y much, e s p e c i a l l y f o r b r i n g i n g out 

the r e p o r t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. M i c h e l l e and P e t e r , thank you. 

Thank you v e r y much. Good j o b . S c h u y l k i l l Chamber of 

Commerce, Mr. Tom Y a s h i n s k y , Chairman of t h e i r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

committee. He's a l s o w i t h the ARRA Group. I s he here? Mr. 

Y a s h i n s k y ? Oh, okay. They're s u b m i t t i n g t e s t i m o n y , okay. 

A l l r i g h t . L e t ' s see. K a r l y n n Kerney, who i s an i n t e r n w i t h 

M i c h a e l Baker C o r p o r a t i o n . K a r l y n n , r e p r e s e n t i n g American 

Counsel of E n g i n e e r i n g Companies (ACEC). Speaking on the 

r e p o r t c a r d . And we a p p r e c i a t e you b e i n g you h e r e . I know 

you were at our p r e v i o u s h e a r i n g i n Hershey. And welcome, 

thank you, you have f i v e m i n u t e s . 

MR. KERNEY: 



Chairman and members of the House 

Committee. My name i s K a r l y n n Kerney and I'm an upcoming 

s e n i o r at the PA S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y Main Campus, m a j o r i n g i n 

c i v i l e n g i n e e r i n g , w i t h a f o c u s i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

Thank you f o r a l l o w i n g me t o appear b e f o r e you today on b e h a l f 

of s t u d e n t s who wants t o make an impact i n the f u t u r e of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n PA. 

I worked i n the C e n t r a l O f f i c e at 

Penn DOT as an i n t e r n f o r two summers and then I worked at a 

p r i v a t e e n g i n e e r i n g f i r m f o r two summers as w e l l . L a s t week, 

I s t a r t e d my l a s t i n t e r n s h i p w i t h M i c h a e l Baker. I have 

a s s i s t e d w i t h t r a f f i c s t u d i e s and a n a l y s i s , d e s i g n i n g p r o j e c t s 

and maintenance and p r o t e c t i o n of t r a f f i c p l a n s . The exposure 

from t h e s e i n t e r n s h i p s has g i v e n me the e x p e r i e n c e t o 

n e c e s s a r y t o comprehend what i s at s t a k e i n t h i s c r i s i s . 

The r e a s o n I'm s h a r i n g the s t o r y w i t h you today i s t o d e s c r i b e 

how s t u d e n t s of the f u t u r e are b e i n g impacted. 

The PA S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y i s c u r r e n t l y 

a t o p ranked s c h o o l i n the f i e l d of c i v i l e n g i n e e r i n g . And 

the p r o f e s s o r s , f a c u l t y and s t a f f encourage us t o e x c e l t o our 

f u l l e s t . Some co u r s e s I've t a k e n do i n v o l v e the economic s i d e 

of e d u c a t i o n . I know t h a t i f t h e r e i s no f u n d i n g , t h e r e w i l l 

be no p r o j e c t s , meaning t h e r e w i l l be no j o b s . I was a b l e t o 

a t t e n d t h o s e f i r s t h e a r i n g h e l d l a s t Thursday i n Derry 

Township. I had the i n f o r m a t i o n p r e s e n t e d open my eyes t o the 



c u r r e n t c o n d i t i o n of the ro a d s , b r i d g e s and p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . For example, s e n i o r c i t i z e n s , p ersons w i t h 

d i s a b i l i t i e s and o t h e r s r e l y on p u b l i c t r a n s i t and t h e y ' l l be 

s e v e r e l y impacted by s e r v i c e r e d u c t i o n s and f a r e i n c r e a s e s . 

Of the c i v i l e n g i n e e r i n g s t u d e n t s who 

gra d u a t e d t h i s year at Penn S t a t e Main Campus 94 responded t o 

a survey of what they were d o i n g p o s t g r a d u a t i o n . Out of the 

94 s t u d e n t s o n l y 31 s a i d t hey a c c e p t e d or p l a n n e d t o accept an 

e x i s t i n g o f f e r of a f u l l - t i m e j o b r e l a t e d t o t h e i r major. 

That's o n l y 33 p e r c e n t of c i v i l e n g i n e e r majors who r e p o r t e d 

they found work i n t h e i r major. Of the s t u d e n t s g r a d u a t i n g 

t h i s year i n a r c h i t e c t u r a l e n g i n e e r i n g , 60 responded t o the 

same s u r v e y . Only 33 or about 54 p e r c e n t s a i d t hey a c c e p t e d 

or p l a n t o accept an e x i s t i n g o f f e r f o r f u l l t i m e . But out of 

thos e 64 s t u d e n t s who got work i n t h e i r major, o n l y 24 of 

thos e s t u d e n t s w i l l be w o r k i n g i n PA. Only 16 p e r c e n t of 

c i v i l e n g i n e e r i n g and a r c h i t e c t s from Penn S t a t e w i l l be 

wo r k i n g i n PA. T h i s f i g u r e i s a sad r e f l e c t i o n of the 

enormous t a l e n t l e a v i n g PA. 

At Penn S t a t e H a r r i s b u r g , t h e r e were 

21 s t u d e n t s who r e c e i v e d a B a c h e l o r of S c i e n c e degree i n 

s t r u c t u r a l d e s i g n and c o n s t r u c t i o n e n g i n e e r i n g t e c h n o l o g y . 

Out of t h e s e 21 gr a d u a t e s o n l y 7, 35 ( s i c ) p e r c e n t , found jobs 

i n t h e i r major. Based on t h e s e t h r e e examples t h e r e are two 

a l a r m i n g f a c t s . Most c i v i l e n g i n e e r s and a r c h i t e c t s are not 



f i n d i n g jobs i n t h e i r major. And many t h a t do f i n d work are 

f i n d i n g jobs o u t s i d e of PA. I t ' s a l s o been h a r d f i n d i n g 

i n t e r n s h i p s and co-op o p p o r t u n i t i e s w i t h i n PA. My freshman 

y e a r , many, many companies were v e r y w i l l i n g t o t a k e on 

freshman i n t o t h e i r i n t e r n s h i p and co-op programs. S e n i o r 

e n g i n e e r s wanted young s t u d e n t s w o r k i n g on p r o j e c t s and d i d 

not mind t r a i n i n g and w o r k i n g w i t h them. Most employees I 

t a l k t o at c a r e e r f a i r s asked me i f I was w i l l i n g t o r e l o c a t e , 

meaning t o work o u t s i d e PA. Of c o u r s e , I s a i d yes, because 

g a i n i n g e x p e r i e n c e i n my f i e l d was one of the main g o a l s so I 

can be c o m p e t i t i v e f o r permanent j o b openings a f t e r I graduate 

i n 2011. But s t a y i n g i n PA would have been a bonus. W e l l , I 

t e m p o r a r i l y moved t o Ma r y l a n d f o r the summer of 2008 and 

c o n t i n u e d t o g a i n e x p e r i e n c e a f t e r w o r k i n g f o r Penn DOT. I 

enj o y e d the i n t e r n s h i p but I f e e l t h a t I would have g a i n e d 

more e x p e r i e n c e d and I would have worked on p r o j e c t s t h a t 

impacted where I l i v e d and where I t r a v e l e d . I would have 

f e l t a l i t t l e more s a t i s f i e d w i t h what I had a c c o m p l i s h e d . In 

2009 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g c o n t i n u e d t o be t i g h t w h i l e I was 

a c t i v e l y l o o k i n g f o r o t h e r i n t e r n s h i p s i n PA. I ended up 

g o i n g back t o Ma r y l a n d but I s t a r t e d l a t e r than e x p e c t e d and 

ended my summer i n t e r n s h i p e a r l y . I p e r s o n a l l y have been 

a f f e c t e d by t h i s f u n d i n g as w e l l . 

And a l s o a f r i e n d of mine who j u s t 

f i n i s h e d t h e i r freshman year at Penn S t a t e he ended up w i t h a 



4.0 t h i s year and he was l o o k i n g f o r a l o t of i n t e r n s h i p s , d i d 

not have one. Most companies t u r n e d him down and he was 

unable t o f i n d an i n t e r n s h i p f o r the summer. He s t a y e d at 

Penn S t a t e t o work w i t h i n c oming freshman but d i d n ' t add any 

e x p e r i e n c e t o h i s major. Because of f u n d i n g , i n t e r n s h i p s have 

dropped and so many s t u d e n t s have been a f f e c t e d . 

I'm here t o emphasize t h a t i f f u n d i n g 

i s approved the s t u d e n t s of the f u t u r e w i l l be g r e a t l y 

impacted. As s t a t e d b e f o r e , w i t h more f u n d i n g i n 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , more jobs w i l l be g e n e r a t e d , meaning more 

c i v i l e n g i n e e r s w i l l g r aduate w i t h a l e v e l of e x p e r i e n c e and 

knowledge i n the f i e l d a l r e a d y . We are eager f o r t h a t 

exposure. We are eager t o get hands on and as a new 

g e n e r a t i o n we're c o n s t a n t l y l e a r n i n g how t o be i n n o v a t i v e i n 

our t h i n k i n g . There are s t u d e n t s out of a l l the d i s t r i c t s who 

are now e n t e r i n g c o l l e g e and have the mindset t o make an 

impact on t h i s w o r l d . And i n s t u n t i n g t h a t growth by t h i s 

c r i s i s can be c r u c i a l t o our f u t u r e . We see the i s s u e s of the 

ro a d c o n d i t i o n s and c o n g e s t i o n and we know many p e o p l e use 

p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . We want t o s t a y here and h e l p PA grow 

and become an economic l e a d e r . 

We're l o o k i n g at the o p p o r t u n i t y as 

the g l a s s h a l f f u l l . What can we do t o make the s t a t e more 

l i v a b l e , d r i v a b l e and s i g n i f i c a n t l y b e a u t i f u l ? Give us the 

o p p o r t u n i t y , g i v e us the r e s o u r c e s and g i v e us a chance t o 



d i r e c t l y impact t h i s s t a t e , our Keystone. Thank you f o r t h i s 

o p p o r t u n i t y . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you, v e r y w e l l done. I t ' s a 

f i r s t t h a t we've r e a l l y h eard about the k i n d of the human 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e p a r t of a l l t h i s . The b r a i n d r a i n I t h i n k i s 

o c c u r r i n g because of we're not p r o p e r l y f u n d i n g our 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and i n f r a s t r u c t u r e needs. Any q u e s t i o n s ? 

Yeah. We are Penn S t a t e , r i g h t . Very good, K a r l y n n , thank 

you. 

MS. KERNEY: 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you v e r y much. Okay. Bob 

Rockmaker i s here and a good f r i e n d from the --- E x e c u t i v e 

D i r e c t o r of the A v i a t i o n C o u n c i l of PA. Bob, f i v e m inutes, 

p l e a s e . 

MR. ROCKMAKER: 

Good a f t e r n o o n , Chairman Markosek, 

Chairman G e i s t and d i s t i n g u i s h e d members. I t ' s here today t o 

b r i n g f o r w a r d the c h a l l e n g e s t h a t a v i a t i o n i s f a c i n g . I am 

not g o i n g t o pr o c e e d t o r e a d t h r o u g h the t e s t i m o n y s u b m i t t e d . 

I'm g o i n g t o shortchange t h a t a l i t t l e b i t and r e a l l y get 

r i g h t t o the h e a r t of the d i s c u s s i o n . Where i s the c l i c k e r ? 

BRIEF INTERRUPTION 



CHAIRMAN: 

Would you l i k e somebody t o h e l p you 

c l i c k t h a t , Bob, so you don't have t o t u r n around? 

MR. ROCKMAKER: 

Do you know how t o o p e r a t e t h i s 

t h i n g ? 

CHAIRMAN: 

Do you have the here's the she e t , 

okay. Do we have the system l o a d e d w i t h your ? 

BRIEF INTERRUPTION 

MR. ROCKMAKER: 

I'm g o i n g t o c o n t i n u e h e r e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. You're up, Bob. 

MR. ROCKMAKER: 

The good news t h a t we're h e a r i n g 

today a f f e c t i n g a l l modes of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , t h i s has been 

coming t o the f o r e f r o n t now f o r almost t e n y e a r s . And we have 

a c h a r t I hope i t ' s almost up t h e r e . That c h a r t r e a l l y I 

t h i n k says i t a l l and i t r e a l l y j u s t t e l l s t he s t o r y . I f you 

lo o k back at the f i s c a l y e a r , 0001 you can see almost $15 

m i l l i o n t h a t was brought i n t o the a v i a t i o n r e s t r i c t e d 

a ccount, which i s used s p e c i f i c a l l y t o fund c a p i t a l and s a f e t y 

improvements at our p u b l i c use a i r p o r t s . Go back down, you 

drop down t o where we b e l i e v e , a c c o r d i n g t o Penn DOT, we're 



g o i n g t o be at the end of t h i s f i s c a l year coming up here i n 

j u s t a few days. They're t a l k i n g about an e s t i m a t e d $8 

m i l l i o n . Okay. That has been d r o p p i n g due t o d e f i c i e n c i e s i n 

power p l a n t s and a i r c r a f t . I t has been c o n s i s t e n t l y d r o p p i n g 

s c a l e , even as the economy was d o i n g w e l l two or t h r e e y e a r s 

ago b e f o r e the modern day d e p r e s s i o n h i t . So t h a t ' s r e a l l y an 

i m p o r t a n t c h a r t f o r you a l l t o see. And a g a i n , keep i n mind 

t h a t t h a t money i s g o i n g i n t o the r e s t r i c t e d account o n l y t o 

be used f o r c a p i t a l e x p e n d i t u r e s . No M&O goes i n t o any 

a i r p o r t o p e r a t o r w i t h 130 a i r p o r t s i n the s t a t e . There's no 

s a l a r i e s , no l i g h t b i l l s p a i d , i t ' s a l l d e d i c a t e d t o s a f e t y , 

c a p i t a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

And one more s l i d e . I t h i n k t h i s i s 

the use of the funds which we showed the source a minute ago. 

On the use s i d e , i t was r u n n i n g r o u g h l y 4.1 m i l l i o n a year t o 

run the Bureau of A v i a t i o n , t o a d m i n i s t e r the program. And 

t hen you t a k e the a d d i t i o n a l f e d e r a l AIP s t a t e match, t h a t ' s 

a nother $3.4 m i l l i o n . We're l e f t w i t h about a h a l f a m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s i n a i r p o r t or a v i a t e d development programming t h a t ' s 

coming from the s t a t e . So b a s i c a l l y at t h i s p o i n t our program 

i s under water, s e r i o u s l y i n t r o u b l e . And we are v e r y d e e p l y 

concerned. I can t e l l you t h a t our Board which i s made up of 

not o n l y a v i a t i o n s e r v i c e companies but a i r p o r t s , i t ' s a 

broad-based o r g a n i z a t i o n , we are i n a s i t u a t i o n now where we 

do s u p port u s e r fee i n c r e a s e s , a b s o l u t e l y no doubt t o t h a t 



q u e s t i o n . We haven't had an i n c r e a s e s i n c e 1984. We j u s t 

dropped back t o 1.6 c e n t s on our f u e l t a x due t o a PPI 

adjustment t h a t ' s i n v o l v e d r i g h t now. So we are s e r i o u s l y , 

s e r i o u s l y , i n deep water. The o n l y way we can get i n c r e a s e i n 

the f u e l t a x i s when the L i q u i d Motors F u e l s ( p h o n e t i c ) opens 

up. We're not b i g enough or p o w e r f u l enough t o do t h a t by 

o u r s e l v e s . I'd be happy t o answer any q u e s t i o n s . And I thank 

you v e r y much. That's r e a l l y what I wanted t o say. I'm 

s u b m i t t i n g some b r i e f t e s t i m o n y as w e l l . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, Bob. Thank you v e r y much. Any 

q u e s t i o n s ? And we f e e l your p a i n . I mean, we've t r i e d t o 

h e l p you as you know. H o p e f u l l y we can get a l l t h i s s e t t l e d , 

e v e r y m o d a l i t y , i n c l u d i n g a v i a t i o n . 

MR. ROCKMAKER: 

We a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . And a l s o Rep. 

S i p t r o t h has s u b m i t t e d a l e t t e r t o the Governor a l r e a d y and 

has i t on r e c o r d w i t h c o p i e s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Yeah. Rep. S i p t r o t h has been your 

b i g g e s t s u p p o r t e r . He's been tremendous. 

MR. ROCKMAKER: 

And we do a p p r e c i a t e by the way, i n 

c l o s i n g , t he e l i m i n a t i o n of the s a l e s t a x at l e a s t from the 

r o t a r y s i d e . PA i s we're k i n d of opening up now t o the 



b u s i n e s s but we're not open y e t , so a g a i n we a p p r e c i a t e t h a t 

s u p p o r t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

You're welcome. We share your 

f r u s t r a t i o n . Thank you. 

MR. ROCKMAKER: 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, PA Walks and B i k e s . Mr. J o s h 

Karns. J o s h , thank you. F i v e minutes p l e a s e . 

MR. GEIST: 

J o s h , do you want your own support 

guys w i t h you? 

MR. KARNS: 

I f t hey would l i k e t o j o i n me. 

MR. GEIST: 

I t h i n k they s h o u l d . 

CHAIRMAN: 

They have t o wear t h e i r Speedos. 

Come on, f e l l a s . I t ' s okay. 

MR. KARNS: 

T h i s wasn't p l a n n e d . I've had the 

support . Good a f t e r n o o n , Chairman Markosek, 

CHAIRMAN: 

Yes, s i r . 



MR. KARNS: 

and members of the Committee. My 

name i s J o s h Karns and I'm the E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r of PA Walks 

and B i k e s . F i r s t , I'd l i k e t o thank you f o r p r o v i d i n g me w i t h 

the o p p o r t u n i t y t o be a p a r t of t h i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t and t i m e l y 

c i v i c d i s c u s s i o n . 

PA Walks and B i k e s i s committed t o 

d e v e l o p i n g p o l i c i e s and a c t i o n s t h a t w i l l e n a b le s a f e a c c e s s 

t o p e d e s t r i a n and b i c y c l e o p p o r t u n i t i e s a c r o s s the s t a t e . We 

s t r i v e t o c r e a t e a complete t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system t h a t 

i n t e g r a t e s a l l modes, one which ensures t h a t P e n n s y l v a n i a n s 

can s a f e l y t r a v e l on f o o t , by b i c y c l e , by p u b l i c t r a n s i t and 

i n a c a r . As you c o n s i d e r the c h a l l e n g i n g l a n d s c a p e of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g , I'm here t o remind you of the 

im p o r t a n t r u l e of w a l k i n g and b i k i n g i n b o t h PA's 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system and the d a i l y l i v e s of many of our 

c i t i z e n s . 

We e s t i m a t e t h a t f o u r p e r c e n t of 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s walk or b i k e t o work, and 12 p e r c e n t of a l l 

t r i p s i n the s t a t e are done by f o o t or b i c y c l e . These 

s t a t i s t i c s are not s u r p r i s i n g when one c o n s i d e r s t h a t a 

q u a r t e r of a l l t r i p s are w i t h i n a m i l e of the home. Yet PA 

spends l e s s then two p e r c e n t of i t s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n d o l l a r s on 

b i k e and p e d e s t r i a n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

I t would be easy t o spend the r e s t of my t e s t i m o n y t a l k i n g 



about s t a t i s t i c s , but I wont. I f you are i n t e r e s t e d i n the 

d a t a I w i l l h e l p you f i n d i t . But I would l i k e t o t a l k about 

i s the p i c t u r e t h a t emerges from t h e s e numbers. 

M i l l i o n s of P e n n s y l v a n i a n ' s from a l l 

backgrounds walk or b i k e as p a r t of t h e i r r e g u l a r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , and the w a l k e r s and b i k e r s among us are 

d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y the more v u l n e r a b l e members of s o c i e t y . 

Our c h i l d r e n , the e l d e r l y , and the poor, i n many i n s t a n c e s 

t h e s e f o l k s do not have ac c e s s t o an a u t o m o b i l e . D e s p i t e the 

need, p e d e s t r i a n and c y c l i n g p r o j e c t s are too o f t e n thought of 

as an add-on t o the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system and they are the 

f i r s t too get cut when i t i s time t o t i g h t e n out b e l t s . 

One way t o b u i l d a b i k e and 

p e d e s t r i a n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s t o s t r a t e g i c a l l y and e x p e d i e n t l y 

spend the f u n d i n g t h a t i s a l l ready a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e s e 

p r o j e c t s . The r e c e n t e x t e n s i o n of SAFETY-LU, the f e d e r a l 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n a c t , ensured f u n d i n g t h r o u g h December 2010 and 

r e s t o r e d r e s c i s s i o n s e n a c t e d i n 2009. I n c l u d e d i n t h i s was 

f u n d i n g d e d i c a t e d t o PA f o r Safe Routes t o S c h o o l p r o j e c t s . 

W h i l e many s t a t e s have moved ahead w i t h the c a l l f o r 

a p p l i c a t i o n s , Penn DOT has i n d i c a t e d t h a t they do not p l a n t o 

a l l o c a t e PA's Safe Route t o S c h o o l money at t h i s t i m e . T h i s 

i s d e s p i t e the demonstrated need and the p a s t s u c c e s s of t h e s e 

p r o j e c t s of the s t a t e . We advocate t h a t p a r t of the s o l u t i o n s 

PA t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problem must s t a r t w i t h the funds t h a t are 



a v a i l a b l e today. 

I p e r s o n a l l y have been commuting by 

f o o t f o r eve r y day f o r f i v e y e a r s and c o u n t i n g . I have 

e x p e r i e n c e d the b r u t a l heat of August, the snow p i l e s i n 

F e b r u a r y and the p l e a s a n t days i n between. A l o n g the roa d , I 

have w i t n e s s e d the danger of ina d e q u a t e s i d e w a l k s and 

d e t e r i o r a t i n g p e d e s t r i a n b r i d g e s . At ti m e s I have been a f r a i d 

w h i l e s t e p p i n g r i g h t f u l l y i n t o a c r o s s w a l k on a busy s t r e e t . 

As you p r o c e e d w i t h your 

d e l i b e r a t i o n s I urge you t o c o n s i d e r b i c y c l e and p e d e s t r i a n 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e as a c o s t e f f e c t i v e p a r t of the system. 

R e g a r d l e s s of the f i n a l f u n d i n g approach, do not s a c r i f i c e 

w a l k i n g and b i k i n g t o the p r e f e r e n c e of o t h e r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

modes. PA needs a complete t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system. I hope 

th e s e comments can guide your c o n v e r s a t i o n and I am happy t o 

p r o v i d e f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n or a s s i s t a n c e as you move f o r w a r d . 

Once a g a i n , thank you f o r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y . 

MR. GEIST: 

Thank you. Why don't you i n t r o d u c e 

the f e l l o w s t h a t are w i t h you? I t h i n k t h e y ' r e r e l a t i v e l y new 

t o b i c y c l i n g . 

MR. KARNS: 

To be honest w i t h you, I'm not I 

don't know a l l t h e s e f e l l o w s . 

CHAIRMAN: 



Go ahead. 

MR. SHUBERT ( p h o n e t i c ) : 

I am John Shubert, and I'm t i e d down 

at the end. I ' l l hand the microphone t o . 

MR. STAFFORD: 

I'm Joe S t a f f o r d , e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r 

of the B i c y c l e A c t i v i s t C o u n s e l , a s t a t e w i d e advocacy 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . Thank you f o r i n c l u d i n g us i n t h e s e impromptu 

remarks. 

MR. SHARP ( p h o n e t i c ) : 

H e l l o , I'm John Sharp. I'm a 

f o u n d i n g member of B i k e A l l e n t o w n . Our advocacy group i s 

wo r k i n g t o promote b i c y c l i n g f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and r e c r e a t i o n 

w i t h i n the c i t y . We're v e r y f o r t u n a t e t o be w o r k i n g w i t h Greg 

W h i t e s a l l ( p h o n e t i c ) i n A l l e n t o w n . He's the p a r k s d i r e c t o r , 

and he's been s p e a r h e a d i n g a v e r y a g g r e s s i v e p l a n t o 

i n t e r c o n n e c t our p a r k s w i t h an on and o f f s t r e e t t r a i l 

systems. 

MR. WALKER: 

And I'm F r i t z Walker and a co-founder 

and member of B i k e A l l e n t o w n . 

MR. GEIST: 

Thank you a l l v e r y much. I t h i n k 

t h a t one of the t h i n g s t h a t we want t o a c h i e v e , i f we can 

r a i s e the revenue, i s t o c o n t i n u e the r e a l l y g r e a t work t h a t 



the man s i t t i n g r i g h t b e h i n d you, Mike Crum ( p h o n e t i c ) . When 

he was deputy s e c r e t a r y he i n t e g r a t e d so much i n the p l a n n i n g 

and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n p r o c e s s of f o r e s i g h t and we need another 

round of t h a t and I j u s t wanted t o thank you f o r your s u p p o r t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you a l l . 

MR. SHUBERT: 

My name i s John Shubert, by way of 

i n t r o d u c t i o n . I've been on the S t a t e B i c y c l e P e d e s t r i a n 

B i k i n g Committee s i n c e 1998. I'm the auth o r of t h r e e books 

about b i c y c l i n g and r u n n i n g and I r e g u l a r l y s e r v e Penn DOT as 

an e x p e r t w i t n e s s on b i c y c l e a c c i d e n t r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . F i r s t , 

I t h i n k i t ' s time t o c e l e b r a t e t h a t our s t a t e has done w e l l . 

In 1997, under the l e a d e r s h i p of Chairman G e i s t , PA ushered i n 

a modest f i v e cent gas t a x i n c r e a s e . And r i g h t a f t e r t h a t the 

roa d from my house got repaved. I t was a rough j o b 

p o l i t i c a l l y t o enact t h a t gas t a x i n c r e a s e and some of the 

newspaper e d i t o r i a l s I saw, I d i d n ' t l i k e v e r y much. But the 

b e n e f i t s were immediate, n o t h i n g i s f r e e , roads have t o be 

paved and t h e s e r o a d crews b e n e f i t e d a l l r o a d u s e r s i n c l u d i n g 

b i c y c l i s t s and p e d e s t r i a n s . At the r i s k of m e n t i o n i n g Rep. 

G e i s t , I a l s o note t h a t he l e d some e x c e l l e n t r e forms t o the 

s t a t e v e h i c l e code i n 1995 and subsequent reforms i n 

subsequent y e a r s . We're t a l k i n g about improvements t h a t 

b e n e f i t n o n - m o t o r i z e d r o a d u s e r s t h a t don't c o s t money, they 



j u s t t a k e work. Next, I t h i n k we've done w e l l . In 1999, PA 

became the f i r s t s t a t e t o use S t r e e t Smarts as a b i c y c l e 

d r i v i n g manual. T h i s i s a w o n d e r f u l manual t h a t a c t u a l l y t e l l s 

c y c l i s t how t o r i d e s a f e l y . 

Next, under the l e a d e r s h i p of Penn 

DOT e n g i n e e r B r i a n Sanders ( p h o n e t i c ) , the s t a t e d e v e l o p e d an 

e x c e l l e n t b i c y c l e and p e d e s t r i a n c h e c k l i s t f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n 

p r o j e c t s t h a t are s t i l l on the c h e c k l i s t w i t h the t r a i n i n g 

program im p l e m e n t i n g the c h e c k l i s t . T h i s program p r o v i d e s the 

framework t o have b i c y c l e and p e d e s t r i a n accommodations b u i l t 

i n t o e v e r y p r o j e c t . Next, former S a f e t y Bureau D i r e c t o r Tom 

B r y e r ( p h o n e t i c ) t h r o u g h a w o n d e r f u l s t r i k e o f f ( p h o n e t i c ) 

l e t t e r i n 1994 f o r b i d d i n g the f u t u r e use of no p e d e s t r i a n 

c r o s s i n g s i g n s . Next, PA has l a r g e l y a v o i d e d f a d d i s h b i c y c l e 

d e s i g n s . And i n my c a p a c i t y as an e x p e r t w i t n e s s , I r e g u l a r l y 

t e l l p e o p l e i n the A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l ' s o f f i c e what a good t h i n g 

t h a t i s . 

Now, h ere's what I'd l i k e t o see more 

o f , and what I'd l i k e t o see changed. As everyone b e f o r e me 

has s a i d we need more i n f r a s t r u c t u r e r e p a i r s t o roads and 

b r i d g e s . These roads and b r i d g e s , t o a l l r o a d u s e r s , n o t h i n g 

i s f r e e . And I w i l l do my p a r t t o t e l l my f r i e n d s and 

n e i g h b o r s we're g o i n g t o have t o pay f o r i t . 

Watch th o s e rumble s t r i p s , guys. 

They are a l i v i n g heck f o r b i c y c l i s t s . Expand Penn DOT use of 



the b i c y c l e p e d e s t r i a n c h e c k l i s t and c h e c k l i s t t r a i n i n g . I t ' s 

an e x c e l l e n t program. As f a r as I'm concerned anyone who 

d e s i g n s so much as a p a r k i n g l o t s h o u l d have had t h a t t r a i n i n g 

w i t h i n the l a s t t h r e e y e a r s . 

Next, bear down on the d i s t r i c t 

o f f i c e s t h a t p r e t e n d they d i d n ' t get Tom B r y e r ' s ( p h o n e t i c ) 

s t r i k e o f f l e t t e r about no p e d e s t r i a n c r o s s i n g s i g n s . These 

s i g n s are an a f f r o n t . We s h o u l d not be s u f f e r i n g p e d e s t r i a n 

a c c i d e n t s because the F i r s t Lady of the U n i t e d S t a t e s i s 

t e l l i n g us t o get out and be more a c t i v e . Both are f o r 

p e o p l e , whether the p e o p l e are i n c a r s or n o t . 

My l a s t remark, y o u ' l l be under 

c o n s i d e r a b l e p r e s s u r e t o make our c i t i e s ' b i c y c l e f a c i l i t i e s a 

l i t t l e more l i k e Copenhagen. Don't do i t . J u s t one 

i n t e r s e c t i o n d e s i g n i n Copenhagen has caused a 154 p e r c e n t 

i n c r e a s e i n c o l l i s i o n s . They're not a l l knowing over t h e r e . 

I n s t e a d , l o o k t o the C i t y of Bethlehem. L e t somebody l o c a l be 

your l e a d e r . The C i t y of Bethlehem i s s t a t e of the a r t where 

use of the shared l a n e markings p r o p e r l y p o s i t i o n e d has g i v e n 

a l l r o a d u s e r s c o r r e c t i n s t r u c t i o n on the s a f e s t p l a c e s of the 

roa d f o r a c y c l i s t t o r i d e . Thanks. 

MR. GEIST: 

Thank you. Joe, you have 57 seconds. 

MR. STANFORD: 

Thank you, Mr. Co-Chairman. I'm Joe 



S t a f f o r d , E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r of the B i c y c l e A c t i v i s t s C o u n c i l , 

and I u n d e r s t o o d the purpose of the meeting today was t o f i n d 

f u n d i n g s o l u t i o n s . I w i l l be v e r y b r i e f because I d i d not 

hear a l o t of s o l u t i o n s o f f e r e d today. We a l l had needs and I 

w i l l not expand on the needs of the b i c y c l e r s and w a l k e r s . 

I t ' s been w e l l c o v e r e d . I w i l l remind you of what's c a l l e d 

the t a b l e top speech by F e d e r a l S e c r e t a r y G r a y l a h o o d 

( p h o n e t i c ) . I was p r e s e n t at t h a t f u n c t i o n i n the senate room 

where he s t o o d on the t a b l e top and he s a i d t h a t the b i c y c l i n g 

community has a f u l l p a r t n e r win G r a y l a h o o d ( p h o n e t i c ) . I 

would suggest t h a t t h r o u g h our Penn DOT and t h r o u g h you, the 

l e g i s l a t o r s , f i n d the wisdom t o r e q u e s t from S e c r e t a r y 

G r a y l a h o o d t h a t f u l l p a r t n e r s h i p s u p p o r t . That's where the 

money w i l l come from. We have a l o t of p l a n s i n the works. 

I w i l l p r a i s e Penn DOT. I have done 

so p u b l i c l y b e f o r e . I t h i n k t h e y ' r e w e l l managed. They are 

s t i l l j u s t need f u n d i n g . They went t h r o u g h a p r o c e s s 

y e a r s ago, the mount b u l g e r s ( p h o n e t i c ) p r o c e s s , and 

s t r e a m l i n e d t h e i r management. I t h i n k i t was w e l l done and 

they can c e r t a i n l y c o n t i n u e i f t h e y ' r e w e l l funded. So w i t h 

t h a t I ' l l c o n c l u d e my remarks. And f o r the r e c o r d , t h a t was 

an i n s i d e joke by Rep. G e i s t of newcomers. I've been around 

him a l o n g t i m e , John's been around him a l o n g time and we 

a p p r e c i a t e the o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak t o you. 

CHAIRMAN: 



Okay. Thank you. And almost 30 

ye a r s w o r k i n g w i t h R i c h a r d G e i s t and I've never heard him say 

an i n s i d e j o k e . And he's the master at t h a t . I have t o t e l l 

you. Okay. Gentlemen, thank you v e r y much. I a p p r e c i a t e 

i t . Okay. L e h i g h V a l l e y Economic Development, Mr. P e t e r 

R e i n k e , the V i c e P r e s i d e n t of R e g i o n a l Development. I s Mr. 

Reinke here? Okay. We s t i l l have the T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

C o n s t r u c t i o n I n d u s t r i e s , Mr. Kim Snyder, P r e s i d e n t E a s t e r n 

I n d u s t r i e s , I n c . and Mr. Bob Latham ( p h o n e t i c ) who i s w i t h 

him, the champion of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n making a cameo appearance. 

But d e s p i t e of t h a t you o n l y get f i v e m i n u t e s . 

MR. SNYDER: 

My name i s Kim Snyder. I am 

p r e s i d e n t of E a s t e r n I n d u s t r i e s . We have over 500 employees 

who work i n c o n s t r u c t i o n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n d u s t r i e s . Bob was 

k i n d of t r y i n g t o e s t a b l i s h Penn DOT t o g i v e you some 

t e s t i m o n y and when I r e a d i t , i t became obvi o u s t o me t h a t i t 

was f u l l of f a c t s and f i g u r e s . F a c t s and f i g u r e s we've seen 

b e f o r e , f a c t s and f i g u r e s we've heard today. F a c t s and 

f i g u r e s y o u ' l l hear a f t e r today. So I d e c i d e d t o do j u s t a 

co u p l e of t h i n g s and t a l k about what I c a l l are f o r us b a s i c s . 

F i r s t of a l l , our way of l i f e as we 

know as Americans would not e x i s t nor c o u l d we m a i n t a i n our 

way of l i f e w i t h o u t a w o r l d c l a s s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system. 

Everybody knows t h a t . That's not i n d i s p u t e . And i n o r d e r t o 



m a i n t a i n the system and our way of l i f e we have t o p r o v i d e the 

f u n d i n g t o ensure we have the b e s t system i n the w o r l d . 

There's no way of g e t t i n g around the f a c t t h a t i t t a k e s money. 

I t t a k e s u n f o r t u n a t e l y a l o t of money. Nobody l i k e s t a x 

i n c r e a s e s , but i t ' s a w e l l documented f a c t t h a t i f everyone i s 

more a c c e p t i n g of an i n c r e a s e , i f they know the funds are 

a l l o c a t e d , i t means the funds w i l l be used f o r s p e c i f i c 

p u r p o s e s . That i s an a c c e p t a b l e , a more a c c e p t a b l e way of 

r a i s i n g the income. And a l s o I would l i k e t o remind everybody 

--- when you t a l k e d about gas t a x , i f you d r i v e a l o t , you pay 

more t a x e s and i f you d r i v e l e s s , t hen you pay l e s s t a x e s . 

A l s o , i t ' s been over t e n y e a r s s i n c e we've had an i n c r e a s e and 

t h e r e ' s been t e s t i m o n y w i t h r e g a r d s t o the e f f e c t s of 

i n f l a t i o n . And a l s o the f a c t of improved m i l e a g e which i s a 

good t h i n g but t h a t reduces the revenue t o support t h e s e 

system. 

Many ti m e s l a s t year I was t o l d about 

how happy I must have been w h i l e s u b m i t t i n g a $787 b i l l i o n 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e b u i l d i n g and job c r e a t i o n b i l l . The problem i s 

i t wasn't. That's the wrong name f o r i t . Less than f i v e 

p e r c e n t of t h a t money was a c t u a l l y a l l o c a t e d f o r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I t r e a l l y d i d n ' t c r e a t e any j o b s , j u s t the 

i n i t i a l work we got, but what i t d i d do was h e l p our 

employees, who may have worked another f o u r t o f i v e weeks as 

opposed t o b e i n g l a i d o f f e a r l i e r and g o i n g on unemployment. 



So we're c e r t a i n l y t h a n k f u l f o r t h a t , but i t was f r a n k l y 

m i s - s o l d ( p h o n e t i c ) . And oh, by the way a l i t t l e b i t of 

money, r e l a t i v e l y s p e a k i n g , has a l r e a d y been spent and 

a l l o c a t e d i n PA and t h e r e i s no more. Now what are we g o i n g 

to do? For me i t b o i l s down t o something v e r y s i m p l e and 

t h a t ' s jobs and a r e a l economic improvement. No ma t t e r what 

you do i t ' s not g o i n g t o a f f e c t me p e r s o n a l l y . My f a m i l y and 

I are d o i n g j u s t f i n e . We're v e r y b l e s s e d i n t h a t way. But 

i t ' s about my employees. My employees not o n l y l o s t 30, 40 

p e r c e n t of t h e i r 401(k) v a l u e , but t h e i r income has gone down 

30 t o 40 p e r c e n t . And among our 401(k) has come back, t h e i r 

income i s s t i l l way, way below where i t i s . 

I'm proud we s t i l l p r o v i d e h e a l t h 

i n s u r a n c e and o t h e r b e n e f i t s t o our employees when t h e y ' r e 

l a i d o f f . But the f a c t of l i f e i s i s and I don't know 

what t h e y ' d do i f they d i d n ' t have t h a t , but the f a c t i s t h e i r 

income i s way down and t h e y ' r e r e a l l y , r e a l l y h u r t i n g . J u s t 

l a s t month on May 12th, I got a l e t t e r from our employees at 

our Oley f a c i l i t y . I won't r e a d the whole t h i n g , but the l a s t 

sentence says, we are a l l wondering do we need t o l o o k f o r 

o t h e r jobs or what? Of c o u r s e , i t i s a r h e t o r i c a l q u e s t i o n 

because t h e r e are no o t h e r jobs t o g e t . So you know, my f o l k s 

are h u r t i n g and i f my f o l k s are h u r t i n g t h a t means t h a t 

everybody e l s e i n the i n d u s t r y i s h u r t i n g . 

A l s o , by the way, t h e r e ' s no doubt i n 



anybody's mind t h a t a v a s t m a j o r i t y of the money spent on 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s t a y s i n the l o c a l and s t a t e economy, more so 

then any o t h e r d o l l a r s spent out t h e r e . So w i t h a l l t h o s e 

b a s i c t r u t h s , the f a c t s of l i f e are i t ' s u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t on 

your watch you have some heavy l i f t i n g t o do. And I know we 

t a l k e d w i t h r e g a r d t o i n c r e a s e d f u n d i n g and t a x . I u n d e r s t a n d 

what the r i s k s a r e , what the p e r i l s are of an e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l 

t o t a k e the s t a n d on i n c r e a s e d f u n d i n g . But f r a n k l y , I don't 

t h i n k the Commonwealth nor any of our c i t i z e n s can w a i t any 

l o n g e r . I know my employees can't w a i t any l o n g e r and we 

r e a l l y need you t o s t e p up f r a n k l y and s t a r t the heavy l i f t i n g 

and we w i l l do e v e r y t h i n g we can t o support t h a t e f f o r t . 

In c l o s i n g , somebody asked, what's a 

r e a s o n a b l e gas t a x i n c r e a s e ? I t i s 20 c e n t s the f i r s t y e a r , 

10 c e n t s per year f o r the next t h r e e y e a r s . And i n time any 

i n f l a t i o n a r y i n c r e a s e i n c o s t s would be t o m a i n t a i n the r o a d 

system, t y i n g t h a t i n f l a t i o n and t y i n g the i n c r e a s e s t o t h a t 

i n f l a t i o n r a t e . And so w i t h t h a t i f t h e r e any q u e s t i o n s I'd 

be happy t o answer. 

MR. GEIST: 

Have you made v i s i t s t o a l l 

l e g i s l a t o r s i n t h i s a r e a , e s p e c i a l l y newer l e g i s l a t o r s who 

don't u n d e r s t a n d how the f u n d i n g money i s generated? 

MR.SNYDER: 

The answer i s not r e a s o n a b l e . You 



know I've always been a c t i v e the Commonwealth and the 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s are our b i g g e s t customers. So I u n d e r s t a n d 

t h a t , and we u n d e r s t a n d , you know, t o m a i n t a i n customer 

c o n t a c t . F r a n k l y , I haven't done i t r e c e n t l y because, i n a l l 

honesty w i t h a l l due r e s p e c t , I r e a l l y haven't seen where t h i s 

i s g e t t i n g c o r r e c t e d . And i f I keep on g o i n g back and t a l k i n g 

t o my l o c a l l e g i s l a t u r e s knowing t h a t t h e r e ' s not r e a l l y the 

stomach t o do what needs t o be done i n H a r r i s b u r g , then I'm 

w o r r i e d about my welcome. I r e a l l y , r e a l l y am l o o k i n g f o r w a r d 

t o the o p p o r t u n i t y t o see where t h i s whole t h i n g g e t s some 

r e a l t r a c t i o n and t h e r e ' s a r e a l chance of i t happening. And 

I can guarantee me and about 300 o t h e r employees i n L e h i g h 

V a l l e y w i l l be c a l l i n g on e v e r y l e g i s l a t o r we've g o t . 

MR. GEIST: 

Dennis w i l l p r o v i d e the bus. 

MR. SNYDER: 

I'm sure he w i l l . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you. And thank you v e r y 

much gentlemen and your e f f o r t s w i t h the Keystone C o a l i t i o n , 

e t c e t e r a . I t ' s been w o n d e r f u l , can't do i t w i t h o u t you, so 

thank you v e r y much. Thank you f o r your t i m e . Okay, Mr. Gary 

Hoffman? He l e f t ? 

L e t ' s see we have the Reading 

M e t r o p o l i t a n P l a n n i n g O r g a n i z a t i o n , t e n minutes, and then we 



have the L e h i g h V a l l e y P l a n n i n g O r g a n i z a t i o n , a l s o f o r t e n 

minute s . Reading and then L e h i g h and t h a t w i l l p r e t t y much be 

i t . So we have Mr. A l l e n P i p e r , S e n i o r T r a n s p o r t a t i o n P l a n n e r 

w i t h the Reading M e t r o p o l i t a n P l a n n i n g O r g a n i z a t i o n . I bet 

you know Dennis. You have t e n minutes, s i r , and you may 

pro c e e d . 

MR. PIPER: 

Mr. Chairman and members of the 

committee, thank you f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y t o p r e s e n t t e s t i m o n y 

here today on PA 's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g i s s u e s and more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y t h e i r d i r e c t impacts i n Berks County. You've 

heard most of my p r e s e n t a t i o n from o t h e r p e o p l e t h a t have 

t a l k e d today, but I'm g o i n g t o t r y and s k i p t h r o u g h t h i s , and 

get t o some of the more p r o b i n g p o i n t s . Do we b e l i e v e t h e r e ' s 

a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g c r i s i s ? A b s o l u t e l y . In terms of our 

highway system, D i s t r i c t F i v e l a s t year had i n d i c a t e d t h a t we 

had an $82 m i l l i o n b a c k l o g j u s t i n s u r f a c e improvements t h a t 

are r e q u i r e d , over 1000 m i l e s of highway i n Berks County. 

We get $16 m i l l i o n on average a year 

on highway improvements. At t h a t r a t e i t would t a k e us f i v e 

y e a r s of f u l l f u n d i n g j u s t t o c l e a r the b a c k l o g . That doesn't 

even b e g i n t o address the needs t h a t are a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the 

base t o tho s e r o a d s . And i f we don't f i x the base f o r our 

roa d s , a l l we're d o i n g i s p a i n t i n g a r o t t i n g p i e c e of wood. 

In terms of our b r i d g e s , we have 107 



s t r u c t u r a l d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s . In 2009 e s t i m a t e t o f i x t h o s e 

was $250 m i l l i o n . A g a i n , we r e c e i v e about $24 m i l l i o n a year 

f o r b r i d g e s . So t h a t ' s t e n y e a r s ' worth of f u l l b r i d g e 

f u n d i n g j u s t t o c l e a r the b a c k l o g of s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t 

b r i d g e s . T h i s doesn't i n c l u d e the l a n e m i l e s f o r the number 

of b r i d g e s t h a t would f a l l i n t o d i s r e p a i r w h i l e we were 

a d d r e s s i n g the b a c k l o g . I t a l s o doesn't b e g i n t o address the 

32 p e r c e n t of b r i d g e s on m u n i c i p a l roads i n o t h e r a r e a s . We 

have some b r i d g e s t h a t are 20 f e e t i n l e n g t h or g r e a t e r . And 

even though we do not have a r e a l good documentation f o r 

number of the s m a l l e r l o c a l b r i d g e s , I know t h a t t h a t r a t e 

w i l l be h i g h f o r tho s e l o c a l b r i d g e s . 

The impact of the I-80 t o l l i n g 

d e c i s i o n , we l o s t about $7.5 m i l l i o n a year or $30 m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s worth of over the f i r s t f o u r - y e a r p e r i o d . Those funds 

were t a r g e t e d towards r e s t o r a t i o n of s a f e b r i d g e s and one 

complete b r i d g e replacement on U.S. 422 West Shore Bypass, a 

bypass t h r o u g h 60,000 t o 80,000 c a r s a day. We can't 

a f f o r d not t o be a b l e t o f i x t h o s e k i n d s of b r i d g e s . 

I t a l s o r e s u l t e d i n d e f e r r a l of two 

bet t e r m e n t p r o j e c t s on s e c t i o n s of I n t e r s t a t e 17. On the 

t r a n s i t s i d e , i t meant t h a t BARTA has d e f e r r e d bus 

r e p l a c e m e n t s , f i v e bus r e p l a c e m e n t s . In g o i n g f o r w a r d i t ' s 

g o i n g t o make ha r d f o r BARTA t o modernize i t s a g i n g f l e e t of 

v e h i c l e s , m a i n t a i n t h e i r e x i s t i n g a s s e t s and p r o v i d e s e r v i c e 



at a r e a s o n a b l e c o s t t o t h e i r u s e r s . 

E a r l i e r t h i s year w o r k i n g w i t h the 

d i s t r i c t , when we thought t h a t t h e r e was g o i n g t o be a second 

ARRA b i l l , we had s e t a s i d e some money t h a t we were g o i n g t o 

go out and t a l k t o our --- p r o v i d e f u n d i n g so m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 

f o r t h e i r l o c a l f e d e r a t i o n s ( p h o n e t i c ) . The way c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

f e l l , we gave them a v e r y s h o r t of time frame, l e s s than f i v e 

days, t o get back t o us, and t h a t o p p o r t u n i t y t o use 

u l t i m a t e l y upwards of $3 m i l l i o n . We had 16 m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 

t h a t s u b m i t t e d 23 d i f f e r e n t r e q u e s t s f o r p r o j e c t s v a l u e d at 

$12 m i l l i o n , and a l l of them are good p r o j e c t s . The f a c t t h a t 

t h ey put t h a t k i n d of a l i s t t o g e t h e r w i t h i n a f i v e day p e r i o d 

i s i n d i c a t i v e of the b a c k l o g t h a t ' s out t h e r e . 

Not r e s p o n d i n g t o the f u n d i n g 

s i t u a t i o n at t h i s p o i n t i n time i s c l e a r l y u n a c c e p t a b l e . Our 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e c o n t i n u e s t o d e t e r i o r a t e , the u l t i m a t e c o s t t o 

make n e c e s s a r y improvements c o n t i n u e s t o grow t h r o u g h the 

combined new t a x and the e s c a l a t i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n c o s t s and the 

dec r e a s e i n b u y i n g power of the d o l l a r s t h a t are a v a i l a b l e . 

One of the g r e a t i r o n i e s t h a t we have i s the f a c t t h a t r i g h t 

now we have such a h i g h number of c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t s t h a t 

are out t h e r e . As a r e s u l t of what c o u l d happen, when i t was 

the f i r s t t h r e e y e a r s of the A c t 44 f u n d i n g , the bond f u n d i n g , 

and the ARRA funds, a l l t h a t ramping up of c o n s t r u c t i o n does 

i s make the abyss t h a t much deeper. 



What w i l l i t t a k e t o get us out of 

t h i s h o l e . Given the f i g u r e s t h a t I t a l k e d about r e l a t i n g t o 

our b a c k l o g of needs, a 50 p e r c e n t f u n d i n g i n i n c r e a s e s i s 

s t i l l g o i n g t o t a k e us 17 y e a r s t o c l e a r the b a c k l o g . A 100 

p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e i s g o i n g t o t a k e us another --- i t w i l l s t i l l 

t a k e s e i g h t y e a r s t o c l e a r the b a c k l o g . In terms of how you 

r e a c h t h a t , the MPO i t s e l f i s not t a k e n a s p e c i f i c --- made 

some s p e c i f i c recommendation i n terms of e i t h e r a g o a l or 

method t o a c h i e v e t h i s . However, i t does r e c o g n i z e the f a c t 

t h a t whatever f u n d i n g g e n e r a t e d does need t o be v i a b l e and 

s u s t a i n a b l e . I t needs t o address highways, b r i d g e s and 

t r a n s i t and i t needs t o be d i s t r i b u t e d i n an e q u i t a b l e manner. 

We don't b e l i e v e t h e r e ' s one s i n g l e source t h a t ' s g o i n g t o do 

t h a t . We f i g u r e t h a t i t ' s g o i n g t o t a k e a number of d i f f e r e n t 

o p t i o n s , a c o m b i n a t i o n . 

We a l s o do c o n t i n u e t o f e e l t h a t the 

s t a t e c o n t i n u e s t o support our f e d e r a l p a r t n e r s i n terms of 

g e t t i n g the i n i t i a l revenues from the F e d e r a l Highway 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n A c t and the r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n of s a f e t y . 

To t h i s p o i n t I've f o c u s e d e x c l u s i v e l y on b a s i c maintenance. 

We have our l o n g range t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n t h a t ' s g o i n g out t o 

the p u b l i c t o r e v i e w b e g i n n i n g next week. At the v e r y end of 

t h a t r e p o r t i t c o n t a i n s a l i s t of over 40 highway p r o j e c t s 

t h a t have been r e l a t e d p r i m a r i l y t o s a f e t y , m o b i l i t y , 

c o n g e s t i o n r e l i e f and s y s t e m i z a t i o n . Those p r o j e c t s t h a t we 



have under the c u r r e n t s c e n a r i o , the t o t a l v a l u e f o r t h a t l i s t 

i s over $850 m i l l i o n and t h a t doesn't i n c l u d e the b r i d g e t h a t 

we d i s c u s s e d as p a r t of the b a c k l o g . 

I've come b e f o r e t h i s Commission, the 

17 members of the S t a t e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Commission e a r l i e r i n 

my c a r e e r over, over, and over a g a i n . And we d i d n ' t r e a l l y 

t a l k about some of the same p r o j e c t s . We've broken t h e s e 

p r o j e c t s down i n t o s m a l l e r p i e c e s , and the s m a l l e r p i e c e s and 

I hope t h a t we're a b l e t o i n c o r p o r a t e t h e s e i n t o our program. 

In some cases we've been s u c c e s s f u l and i n some cases we have 

no t . 

Any a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g beyond our 

b a s i c needs would a l l o w us t o come back and b e g i n t o address 

some of our more s i g n i f i c a n t needs i n our c o u n t i e s such as 

upgrades t o the b r i d g e s , pavements and s u b s t a n d a r d 

i n t e r c h a n g e s on t h a t West Shore Bypass t h a t I t a l k e d about 

which i s at the h e a r t of our urban a r e a . I t would a l l o w us t o 

b e g i n t o make improvements t o U.S. 222 N o r t h between Reading 

and L e h i g h V a l l e y . And we support Route 22 E a s t t o enhance 

our economic v i a b i l i t y . And make improvements t o U.S. 422 

West Route PA 100 and PA 23 c o r r i d o r s t o expand the t r a n s i t 

s e r v i c e s t o ease c o n g e s t i o n i n our communities. We r e a l i z e 

t h a t the days of b u i l d i n g expressways are over but any f u n d i n g 

s c e n a r i o t h a t does not i n c l u d e at l e a s t some o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 

modest c a p a c i t y and p r o j e c t s w i l l l e a d t o s t a g n a t i o n or 



d e c l i n e of our economies and communities as the e f f i c i e n t 

movement of p e o p l e , goods and s e r v i c e s w i l l be compromised. 

Thank you f o r your time and I'd be a v a i l a b l e t o answer any 

q u e s t i o n s t h a t you may have. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you, A l l e n . I 

a p p r e c i a t e t h a t v e r y much. Rep. Mike C a r r o l l . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Your 

t e s t i m o n y r e a l l y sums up the c r u x of the problem h e r e . You're 

making a c l a i m f o r a l l t h e s e p r o j e c t s t h a t you need t o have 

funded t o m a i n t a i n the network and t a l k i n g about a new 

c a p a c i t y . And the t e s t i m o n y says t h a t Reading MPO i s t a k i n g 

no a c t i o n t o p r e s c r i b e e i t h e r a s p e c i f i c r o l e or i n c r e a s e d 

f u n d i n g or a method t o a c h i e v e t h a t g o a l . Am I t o b e l i e v e 

then t h a t the Reading MPO i s n ' t w i l l i n g t o s t a n d w i t h us i n 

support of the f e e i n c r e a s e of some s o r t t o r a i s e the money? 

MR. PIPER: 

No. I don't mean t o p r e s e n t i t t h a t 

way. The i s s u e has never been f u l l y p r e s e n t e d t o them i n 

terms of making s p e c i f i c recommendations today. They f u l l y 

s u p p o r t e d the need t o r a i s e f unds. They j u s t have not 

i n d o r s e d a s p e c i f i c p l a n f o r t h a t . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Has the MPO c o n s i d e r e d the p r o s p e c t 



of a f u e l t a x i n c r e a s e ? 

MR. PIPER: 

We have not d i s c u s s e d t h a t y e t . 

MR. CARROLL: 

What f u n d i n g o p t i o n s have you 

d i s c u s s e d ? 

MR. PIPER: 

We've d i s c u s s e d a l l the o p t i o n s i n 

r e v i e w i n g b o t h the f u n d i n g r e p o r t , commission r e p o r t and the 

r e c e n t l y r e l e a s e d t a c k ( p h o n e t i c ) r e p o r t , however, they've not 

ta k e n a p o s i t i o n on a n y t h i n g . 

MR. CARROLL: 

I t r e a l l y i s g o i n g t o be a c h a l l e n g e 

f o r a l l of us, because at the end of the day t h e r e ' s g o i n g t o 

have t o be a v e r y tough v o t e r , and the f o l k s i n Berks County, 

I'd l i k e t o t h i n k , are g o i n g t o be p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h i s 

e f f o r t , not j u s t the o t h e r 66 c o u n t i e s of the s t a t e . So I'm 

h o p e f u l t h a t f o l k s i n Berks County w i l l t a k e a h a r d l o o k at 

the c h o i c e s t h a t we have and come f o r w a r d w i t h an endorsement 

on an e f f o r t t o t r y and r a i s e the money t h a t we need because 

at t he end of the day we're a l l g o i n g t o have t o p u l l 

t o g e t h e r . 

MR. PIPER: 

I'm c e r t a i n t h a t our MPO w i l l endorse 

r a i s i n g revenues. 



MR. CARROLL: 

Gr e a t . Thanks. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Yeah. I t h i n k t h a t ' s a good p o i n t 

t h a t Rep. C a r r o l l b r i n g s up. I know Rep. G e i s t b e i n g p a r t of 

the S t a t e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Commission w i t h Dennis Wertz 

( p h o n e t i c ) you hear from MPOs, RPOs a l l the time w i t h t h e i r 

w i s h l i s t s , so t o speak. We can't always p r o v i d e t h a t . We 

had one group t h a t we were at a meeting where they asked us or 

they s a i d something about the MPOs and the RPOs were e i t h e r 

s u i n g each o t h e r or whatever because they thought MPOs got 

more money than RPOs. And you know, I s a i d h o l d up everybody. 

We t r e a t everybody the same. We're not g i v i n g anybody any 

money so . I don't know i f Dennis remembers t h a t one, but 

anyway, I want t o thank you, s i r . I a p p r e c i a t e i t v e r y much. 

MR. PIPER: 

Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

I don't want t o say l a s t but not 

l e a s t , but f i r s t i n our h e a r t s I ' l l say L e h i g h V a l l e y P l a n n i n g 

Commission, Mr. Joe Gur i n k o who i s the C h i e f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

P l a n n e r . And Joe you've got t e n minute s . B e f o r e you s t a r t , 

and shame on me f o r not i n t r o d u c i n g a former c o l l e a g u e , Rep. 

Ray Fone ( p h o n e t i c ) , who i s here today. And I t h i n k R i c k and 



I were j u s t t a l k i n g . I don't t h i n k the s t a t e threw h e a r i n g s 

t h i s l o n g when you were a l e g i s l a t o r . He was here from the 

s t a r t . But you're always welcome, Ray, t h a n k s . I t ' s good t o 

see you a g a i n . Mr. G u r i n k o , you may procee d , t e n minutes, 

s i r . 

MR. GURINKO: 

Thank you f o r the o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

p r e s e n t i n t h i s i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r . My name i s Joe G u r i n k o , I'm 

the C h i e f T r a n s p o r t a t i o n P l a n n e r f o r the L e h i g h V a l l e y 

P l a n n i n g Commission which i s the r e g i o n a l p l a n n i n g agency f o r 

L e h i g h and Northampton c o u n t i e s . In a d d i t i o n we s e r v e a s t a f f 

t o t he m e t r o p o l i t a n p l a n n i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n , a L e h i g h V a l l e y 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s t u d y . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n study i s made up of 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from L e h i g h County, Northampton County, the 

c i t i e s of A l l e n t o w n and Bethlehem, E a s t o n , the LVTS, LANTA, 

L e h i g h Northampton A i r p o r t A u t h o r i t y and Penn DOT. 

LVTS i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r s e t t i n g 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r i o r i t i e s f o r the r e g i o n . The re a s o n I 

mention t h i s c o o r d i n a t e d e f f o r t i s because i t i s an e f f o r t 

t h a t not o n l y l o o k s at highways and b r i d g e s but a l s o l o o k s at 

t r a n s i t needs. I t l o o k s at a l l modes of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 

i n c l u d i n g p e d e s t r i a n and b i c y c l i n g . 

Through LVTS, we work c l o s e l y w i t h 

the c o u n t i e s , w i t h Penn DOT and w i t h the 62 m u n i c i p a l i t i e s i n 

the r e g i o n t o d e v e l o p t r a n s p o r t a t i o n programs. The p r o j e c t s 



are p r i o r i t i z e d u s i n g i n v e s t m e n t c o n t a i n e d i n the r e g i o n a l 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n . And t h a t p l a n i s c l o s e l y c o o r d i n a t e d 

w i t h the r e g i o n a l comprehensive p l a n . Not o n l y i n i s s u e s of 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , but a l s o d e a l i n g w i t h a g r i c u l t u r a l 

p r e s e r v a t i o n , w i t h n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e p r o t e c t i o n , l a n d use and 

e c o n o m i c a l development. So we do t a k e a l o o k at k i n d of the 

whole p i c t u r e as we're g o i n g t h r o u g h and d e v e l o p i n g our 

p r i o r i t i e s . 

L e h i g h V a l l e y i s now g o i n g t h r o u g h a 

p e r i o d of e x t r a o r d i n a r y growth. D u r i n g the decade from 1990 

t o 2000 a r e a grew by 7.6 p e r c e n t . From 2000 t o 2009 a c c o r d i n g 

t o census e s t i m a t e s , we've a l l ready grown n e a r l y 11 p e r c e n t . 

We expect t h a t when the census numbers come out, t h i s a r e a 

w i l l be home t o c l o s e t o 650,000 r e s i d e n t s . Of c o u r s e , w i t h 

t h a t growth comes b y p r o d u c t s , b y p r o d u c t s of s a f e t y i s s u e s and 

c o n g e s t i o n i s s u e s . And our p l a n , our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n i s 

an attempt t o r e s o l v e t h o s e i s s u e s , but the p l a n a l s o attempts 

t o r e s o l v e i s s u e s d e a l i n g w i t h r e v i t a l i z a t i o n of the r e g i o n ' s 

t h r e e c i t i e s . And t h e s e are j u s t some of the i s s u e s t h a t h e l p 

t o d e f i n e our t r a n s p o r t a t i o n needs. 

You've heard e x t e n s i v e i n f o r m a t i o n 

from Mike Rebert r e g a r d i n g the maintenance needs i n the s i x 

county a r e a . In w o r k i n g w i t h Penn DOT and a l s o l o c a l 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , we e s t i m a t e t h a t over the next 20 y e a r s w e ' l l 

have a need of more than $1.6 b i l l i o n f o r maintenance a l o n e . 



That u n f o r t u n a t e l y e x h a u s t s the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g of $1.5 

b i l l i o n t h a t we expect t o see over the next 20 y e a r s . Our 

needs o b v i o u s l y go w e l l beyond maintenance. 

We i d e n t i f i e d more than $1.2 b i l l i o n 

i n m o b i l i t y p r o j e c t s over t h a t one-year p e r i o d . You heard Mr. 

D a v i s ' t e s t i m o n y r e g a r d i n g Route 22, L e h i g h V a l l e y ' s main 

s t r e e t . In 2001, our p l a n n i n g commission s t u d i e d l o n g term 

needs i n o r d e r t o r e s p o n s i b l y address f u t u r e s a f e t y , m o b i l i t y 

and maintenance needs a l o n g t h a t c o r r i d o r . We recommended 

w i d e n i n g of t h a t f a c i l i t y , and c u r r e n t l y the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

a d d r e s s e d program ad d r e s s e d i t as the h i g h e s t p r i o r i t y f o r 

t h a t c o r r i d o r . However, t h a t ' s been the f o c u s of a 

dow n s l o p i n g e f f o r t by Penn DOT and w h i l e d o w n s l o p i n g e f f o r t s 

can h e l p t o save money, the need f o r t h a t p r o j e c t doesn't go 

away. So we're i n the p r o c e s s of segmenting t h a t p r o j e c t i n t o 

t h r e e phases. The remainder of Route 22, t h r o u g h Route 33 

s t i l l must be addr e s s e d at a rough c o s t of $900 m i l l i o n i n 

2010 d o l l a r s . Not i n c l u d e d i n t h a t o v e r a l l s h o r t f a l l , when 

you l o o k at the t a b l e on the l a s t page of the t e s t i m o n y , t h e r e 

are 11 c o r r i d o r s l i s t e d i n the bottom of t h i s page. These 

c o r r i d o r s have been i d e n t i f i e d t h r o u g h the p l a n n i n g p r o c e s s as 

b e i n g some s o r t of c o n g e s t i o n r e l i e f needed at some p o i n t over 

the next 20 y e a r s . However, they haven't been s t u d i e d i n 

d e t a i l and t h e r e f o r e they do not i d e n t i f y a c o s t s of 

improvement. 



S a f e t y i s a h i g h p r i o r i t y f o r the 

V a l l e y . Over the l a s t few y e a r s , s i n c e 2005, f a t a l i t i e s i n 

L e h i g h V a l l e y have t r e n d e d downward. And t h a t ' s one t r e n d we 

want t o see c o n t i n u e o b v i o u s l y . You i d e n t i f i e d another $171 

m i l l i o n worth of s a f e t y needs over t h a t 20 year p e r i o d . These 

needs have a wide range of i m p a c t s . They go from new 

i n t e r c h a n g e c o n f i g u r a t i o n s down t o low c o s t improvements such 

as i m p r o v i n g s i g n a g e , c u t t i n g back f o l i a g e t o improve s i g h t 

d i s t a n c e . W h i l e t h e s e are s m a l l p r o j e c t s , t h e y ' r e s t i l l 

p r o j e c t s t h a t save l i v e s . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n enhancement p r o j e c t s 

t h a t f o c u s l a r g e l y on n o n - m o t o r i z e d i s s u e s , t o p r o v i d e 

p e d e s t r i a n and b i c y c l i s t s a f e t y t o p r o v i d e new c r o s s w a l k s , 

p r o v i d i n g t r a i l s t h a t are s e p a r a t e from s t r e e t s , p r o v i d i n g 

s i d e w a l k s i n areas t h a t are used by s c h o o l c h i l d r e n . 

The sum of the highway and b r i d g e 

needs t h a t I d e s c r i b e d are about $3 b i l l i o n . Once you 

s u b t r a c t the 20 year e x p e c t e d f u n d i n g t h a t we haven't 

p r o j e c t e d we're l e f t w i t h an approximate s h o r t f a l l of more 

than $1.5 b i l l i o n . We r e a l i z e we're not u n i q u e. L e h i g h 

V a l l e y has a much l o n g e r l i s t of needs than f i n a n c i a l 

r e s o u r c e s . We w i l l c o n t i n u e t o work c l o s e l y w i t h Penn DOT i n 

t r y i n g t o address the most c r i t i c a l L e h i g h V a l l e y 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problems. However the f u n d i n g gap t h a t we have 

r i g h t now i s too wide t o even m a i n t a i n s t a t u s quo. A d d i t i o n a l 

s o u r c e s of revenue must become i n o r d e r t o keep the 



Commonwealth e c o n o m i c a l l y v i a b l e . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you, s i r . Rep. Mike 

C a r r o l l . 

MR. CARROLL: 

Only because I don't want t o be 

accused of p i c k i n g on Berks County. Any i d e a s ? 

MR. GURINKO: 

A g a i n , we're v e r y s i m i l a r t o the 

Berks County MPO. The MPO has not addr e s s e d s p e c i f i c ways t o 

meet tho s e needs. They c e r t a i n l y r e c o g n i z e the need f o r 

i n c r e a s e d f u n d i n g , however, I t h i n k the p o i n t of the MPO --¬

i t ' s k i n d of l i k e a s k i n g a b a r b e r i f you need a h a i r c u t . The 

p o i n t of an MPO s a y i n g t h a t we need more money i s i n a way 

s e l f - s e r v i n g . And I can a p p r e c i a t e the p o l i t i c a l 

r a m i f i c a t i o n s of the d i f f e r e n t o p t i o n s t h a t are p r e s e n t e d t o 

the l e g i s l a t u r e as p o t e n t i a l f i x e s , and t h e r e f o r e I'm not sure 

t h e r e ' s much v a l u e i n the L e h i g h V a l l e y MPO s a y i n g we support 

a 30 cent gas t a x i n c r e a s e . 

MR. CARROLL: 

W e l l , maybe I d i d n ' t phrase the 

q u e s t i o n r i g h t . I t h i n k we're l o o k i n g f o r p a r t n e r s i n t h i s 

e f f o r t . 

MR. GURINKO: 

And you c e r t a i n l y have them i n the 



MPOs. 

MR. CARROLL: 

But not j u s t the MPOs, the f o l k s t h a t 

comprise the MPOs, the e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s i n the county, i n the 

c i t i e s , and l o c a l governments. I t r e a l l y i s an e f f o r t t h a t 

we're g o i n g t o l o o k f o r p a r t n e r s , because at the end of the 

day what we are engaged i n i s an e d u c a t i o n a l p r o c e s s around 

the s t a t e . T h i s h e a r i n g today and the o t h e r s t h a t f o l l o w and 

the ones t h a t preceded t h i s one are an e f f o r t t o t r y and get 

the message out. Yes, we have a l l s o r t s of ro a d and b r i d g e 

p r o j e c t s and t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o c o s t us some money. And I do 

a p p r e c i a t e the t e s t i m o n y I don't know i f i t was yours or 

o t h e r s --- t h a t t a l k e d about the f e d e r a l r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n of 

s t a t e p e o p l e . But at the end of the day t h a t ' s not g o i n g t o 

be the o n l y s o l u t i o n f o r the s t a t e . We have t o s o l v e the 

problem on our own. 

MR. GURINKO: 

We r e c o g n i z e t h a t and p a r t of the 

rea s o n why I e x p l a i n e d the a f f i l i a t i o n s was because t h e s e are 

the p e o p l e who r e c o g n i z e the needs are t h e r e . And they are 

the s u p p o r t e r s . The q u e s t i o n was asked e a r l i e r whether the 

g e n e r a l p u b l i c i s aware of t h i s . And I t h i n k t o a l a r g e 

e x t e n t the i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d u n t i l you have 

a c a t a s t r o p h e . But thos e p e o p l e who s i t i n t h e r e i n the open 

meetings --- and i n c i d e n t a l l y we have a v e r y good l e g i s l a t i v e 



a t t e n d a n c e i n our MPO meetings --- know of the needs and 

r e c o g n i z e t h a t . In o r d e r t o address t h e s e needs we need t o go 

th r o u g h some p a i n t o get t h e r e . 

MR. CARROLL: 

I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . And I do t h i n k at 

the end of the day, i f we do a good j o b i n e d u c a t i n g the f o l k s 

and h i g h l i g h t i n g the need, then w e ' l l get the support t h a t we 

need. And t h i s i s not a p o p u l a r e f f o r t w i t h r e s p e c t t o the 

gas t a x i n c r e a s e or any o t h e r f e e i n c r e a s e . But we t h i n k t h a t 

the p u b l i c w i l l embrace an e f f o r t t o d e d i c a t e the funds t o the 

p r o j e c t s t h a t are needed i n t h e i r community or around the 

s t a t e . So t h a t ' s what t h i s i s a l l about. So I'm h o p e f u l t h a t 

your MPO and the Berks County f o l k s can be p a r t of t h i s as we 

c o n t i n u e the e d u c a t i o n a l p r o c e s s of t r y i n g t o b r i n g t o the 

f o r e f r o n t the need t o be a b l e t o r a i s e the funds we need t o 

s o l v e the problems we have i n each community. 

MR. GURINKO: 

I b e l i e v e you t r u l y have t h a t 

s u p p o r t . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Rep. G e i s t ? 

MR. GEIST: 

Thank you v e r y much. I t ' s been a 

l o n g day, another r e a l l y p r o d u c t i v e day. We're i t e r a t i n g the 

same message a l l over the s t a t e . I t ' s r e a l l y time f o r a l l 



hands on deck. The e f f o r t t h a t has t o be made i s we r e a l l y 

need t o be t o g e t h e r . I agree w i t h my f r i e n d Mike C a r r o l l t h a t 

and he w h i s t l e d a l i t t l e d i f f e r e n t l y t han I d i d , but i t ' s 

got t o be a l l of us t o show PA i t ' s not g o i n g t o be b a i l e d out 

by the F e d e r a l Government. And anybody i n p l a n n i n g who t e l l s 

you t h a t SAFETY-LU i s g o i n g t o happen soon, I've got a b r i d g e 

I ' l l s e l l them. We r e a l l y need t o be about the b u s i n e s s of 

f i x i n g our own shop. And I t h i n k t h a t what Joe and the r e s t 

of t h i s Committee i s d o i n g and the r e s t of us, i s s e n d i n g t h a t 

message v e r y l o u d l y and c l e a r l y . Now we need you, your MPO 

and the o t h e r MPOs and the pe o p l e t h a t have t h e i r hands out, 

to s t a r t t a l k i n g about f i x i n g i t . I've been on the S t a t e 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Commission f o r 30 y e a r s . I'm h e a r i n g the same 

r e q u e s t s f o r 30 y e a r s . And now we r e a l l y got t o get g o i n g and 

get i t done. We have a window of o p p o r t u n i t y . I t h i n k i t ' s a 

v e r y good window of o p p o r t u n i t y and we have a Governor who's 

g o i n g t o s i g n a l l the b i l l s . I t ' s up t o us now t o produce, 

and t h a t means us c o l l e c t i v e l y p a s t o r a l l y . Thank you. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you, R i c k . Thank you, 

Mr. G u r i n k o . I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . J u s t a c o u p l e of t h i n g s t o 

c l o s e h e r e . In case you haven't had enough i n f o r m a t i o n about 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n we have another h e a r i n g s t a r t i n g tomorrow 

morning at 10:00 i n P h i l a d e l p h i a at S t . Joe's U n i v e r s i t y , at 

the M a n d e v i l l e Center on the campus of S t . J o e ' s . And 



c e r t a i n l y you're a l l i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d i f you'd l i k e . 

I'd l i k e t o thank the members who 

a t t e n d e d here today who took time out. Some t r a v e l e d p r e t t y 

f a r t o get he r e . I'd be r e m i s s i n not s a y i n g thank you t o our 

w o n d e r f u l s t a f f of b o t h committees and p a r t i e s , who do a l o t 

of work, a g a i n j u s t a tremendous amount of work f o r t h i s . And 

l a s t but not l e a s t , our h o s t s h e r e . C e r t a i n l y the f o l k s from 

the Mike and Ike a r e a h e r e . They've been r e a l l y n i c e t o us 

a l l t he time we come up here, the chambers and a l l the o t h e r 

f o l k s . And l a s t , t o DeSales U n i v e r s i t y , what a w o n d e r f u l 

s i g h t t h i s has been. T h i s has been e n j o y a b l e t o be he r e . And 

I l o o k f o r w a r d t o s e e i n g you a l l a g a i n on the t r a i l and thank 

you v e r y much. M e e t i n g a d j o u r n e d . 
* * * * * * * * 

HEARING CONCLUDED AT 5:23 P.M. 
* * * * * * * * 



C E R T I F I C A T E 

I h e r e b y c e r t i f y , as t h e s t e n o g r a p h i c 

r e p o r t e r , t h a t t h e f o r e g o i ng p r o c e e d i ngs were t a k e n 

s t e n o g r a p h i c a l l y by me, and t h e r e a f t e r r e d u c e d t o 

t y p e w r i t i n g by me o r u n d e r my d i r e c t i o n ; and t h a t t h i s 

t r a n s c r i p t i s a t r u e and a c c u r a t e r e c o r d t o t h e b e s t 

o f my a b i l i t y . 
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