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P R O C E E D I N G S 

CHAIRMAN: 

Good a f t e r n o o n , e v e r y b o d y . The 

f i r s t o r d e r o f b u s i n e s s , I ' d l i k e t o c a l l on 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve T i m S o l obay t o admi n i s t e r t h e p l edge o f 

a l l e g i a n c e . 

REPRESENTATIVE SOLOBAY: 

Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . I t ' s 

i n t h e f a r l e f t c o r n e r . 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

CHAIRMAN: 

O k a y . Thank y o u v e r y much f o r 

a t t e n d i ng h e r e t o d a y , o u r s e c o n d o f f i ve s c h e d u l ed 

h e a r i ngs s p o n s o r e d by t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a Hous e 

T r a n s p o r t a t i on Commi t t e e , as w e l l as CP P o l i cy 

Commi t t e e f o r b o t h t h e Hous e R e p u b l i c a n s and Hous e 

D e m o c r a t s . And t h e p u r p o s e o f t h e s e h e a r i ngs i s i n 

c o n j u n c t i on w i t h t h e G o v e r n o r ' s s p e c i a l s es s i on on 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . As we a l l know t h e r e ' s a v e r y s e r i ous 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on f u n d i ng i n f r a s t r u c t u r e p r o b l em i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a and t h e r e a r e no e a s y s o l u t i ons . The 

p r o b l e m i s v a s t and e x p e n s i v e t o s o l v e and so I'm h e r e 

and we f e l t t h a t by h a v i ng t h e Commi t t e e t o u r t h e 

s t a t e , f o r a l l t h e r e g i o n s o f t h e s t a t e , a n d t h e r e ' s 



s e v e n o f them, t h a t we c o u l d e d u c a t e --- h e l p e d u c a t e 

t h e p u b l i c and o u r f e l l ow l e g i s l a t o r s i n t h o s e a r e a s 

t o t h e p r o b l em and s ome o f t h e s o l u t i ons t h a t w i l l be 

r e q u i r e d . Wi t h t h a t , I ' d l i ke t o i n t r o d u c e my c o -

c h a i rman, R e p r e s e n t a t i ve R i ck G e i s t . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

Thank you v e r y much, J o e . I t ' s 

a p l e a s u r e t o be o n c e a g a i n b a c k on t h e campus o f L o c k 

Haven U n i v e r s i t y . My s i s t e r g r a d u a t e d f rom h e r e and 

I ' v e gone f o r a f ew w r e s t l i ng m a t c h e s --- . S p e n t many 

h o u r s as s es s i ng how t o make s m al l t o w n s h a p p y . S o i t 

b r i ngs b a c k a l o t o f memori es f o r me f rom many y e a r s 

a g o . Now, as we do t h i s r o a d s how a c r o s s t h e s t a t e , I 

t h i nk i t ' s p r e t t y u n p r e c e d e n t e d f o r t h e Hous e o f 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o be d o i ng t h i s i n a b u i l d i ng t h a t 

h a s b e e n known i n t h e l as t f ew y e a r s f o r i t s 

u n b e l i e v a b l e p a r t i s an p o l i t i c s , t o h a v e t h e Hous e 

T r a n s p o r t a t i on R e p u b l i c a n and D e m o c r a t members t o go 

on t o u r a l ong w i t h t h e P o l i cy Commi t t e e s o f e a c h 

o f f i c e . T h i s i s s o m e t h i ng t h a t a l o t o f p e o p l e a r e 

h a v i ng a h a r d t i me g e t t i ng t h e i r arms a r o u n d , b u t i t ' s 

f o r r e a l . 

We r e c o g n i z e t h e p r o b l em. We 

r e c o g n i z e how d i f f i c u l t t h e p r o b l em i s t o s o l v e . We 

r e c o g n i z e how many d i f f e r e n t t e n t a c l es a r e on t h e 



b e a s t and we know t h a t we h a v e s ome awf u l l y g o o d 

e x p e r t p e o p l e h e r e t o d a y t o t e s t i f y, t o h e l p us make a 

c a s e and h e l p us b r i ng v o t e s as a r e s u l t o f t h i s 

p r o b l em i n t h e Hous e and S e n a t e w i t h t h e G o v e r n o r . I 

want t o t h a n k you v e r y , v e r y much f o r c o m i ng o u t 

t o d a y . We're l o o k i ng f o r w a r d t o h e a r i ng what you h a v e 

t o s a y . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u , R i c k . A l s o I want t o 

t a k e t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o t h a n k t h e f o l ks o f L o c k Haven 

f o r p r o v i d i ng us w i t h t h i s w o n d e r f u l f a c i l i t y and a l l 

t h e i r h o s p i t a l i t y h e r e t o d a y . We c o u l d n ' t do t h i s 

w i t h o u t y o u , s o t h a n k y o u , L o c k H a v e n . I ' d l i ke t o 

i n t r o d u c e t h e o t h e r Commi t t e e members who a r e h e r e . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve Mark L o n g i e t t i f rom M e r c e r C o u n t y . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve M i ke C a r r o l l f rom L u z e r n e C o u n t y . To 

my f a r l e f t , R e p r e s e n t a t i ve P a u l Cos t a f rom A l l e g h e n y 

C o u n t y . We a l r e a d y h a d b e f o r e m e n t i oned 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve T i m S o l o b a y , Was h i n g t o n C o u n t y . And o f 

c o u r s e C h a i rman R i ck G e i s t , and I 'm R e p r e s e n t a t i ve J o e 

Ma r k o s e k . 

I ' d l i k e t o c a l l o u r f i r s t 

p e r s on t o t e s t i f y, f rom t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a P u b l i c 

T r a n s p o r t a t i on As s o c i a t i on, C y n t h i a Z e r b e , 

U n i on/S n y d e r T r a n s p o r t a t i on A l l i a n c e . 



MS. ZERBE: 

M r . C h a i rman, may I as k f o r a 

d e f e r e n c e ? M i ke P a l o i s n o t h e r e j u s t y e t and i f we 

c o u l d move down t h e a g e n d a . Do y ou mi n d ? I 

a p o l o g i z e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. W e ' l l go n e x t t h e n t o t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e As s o c i a t i on o f Towns h i p S u p e r v i s o r , 

M r . T i m H o r n e r , S e c o n d V i ce P r e s i d e n t . M r . H o r n e r ? 

And I s ee y ou h a v e M r . E l am H e r r , a goo d f r i e n d , f rom 

PS ATS . And we h a v e o u r f i v e - m i n u t e t i mer h e r e i n 

f r o n t o f t h e s p e a k e r s . We've a l l o t t e d f i ve mi n u t e s 

f o r mos t o f t h e s p e a k e r s . We h a v e t e c h n o l ogy t o 

e n f o r c e i t . A l l r i g h t . A c t u a l l y, i t ' s j u s t more o f a 

r e m i n d e r . S o M r . H o r n e r , y o u may p r o c e e d . 

MR. HORNER: 

C h a i rman M a r k o s ek and members o f 

t h e Hous e T r a n s p o r t a t i on Commi t t e e and t h e Hous e 

D e m o c r a t i c and R e p u b l i c a n P o l i cy Commi t t e e s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Get a l i t t l e c l o s e r . 

MR. HORNER: 

You g o t me o k a y ? 

CHAIRMAN: 

Yo u ' v e g o t t o g e t p r e t t y c l o s e . 



MR. HORNER: 

Good a f t e r n o o n . My name i s T i m 

H o r n e r , t o w n s h i p s u p e r v i s o r f o r Chapman Towns h i p, 

C l i n t o n C o u n t y and t h e S e c o n d V i ce P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e As s o c i a t i on o f Towns h i p 

S u p e r v i s o r s . Thank y o u f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o a p p e a r 

b e f o r e y o u t o d a y . Wi t h me i s E l am M. H e r r , As s i s t a n t 

E x e c u t i ve D i r e c t o r o f t h e As s o c i a t i o n . 

Today we w i l l p r o v i de e x a m p l es o f 

l o c a l t r a n s p o r t a t i on n e e d s i n PennDOT D i s t r i c t Two and 

T h r e e . We p r o v i d e d t h e Commi t t e e w i t h a s t a t e w i de 

p e r s p e c t i v e a t t h e May 2 7 t h h e a r i n g . S h o u l d a n y o n e 

n e e d a c o p y , we w o u l d be h a p p y t o p r o v i de i t . 

PennDOT D i s t r i c t Two. I n 2 0 0 8 , 

muni c i p a l i t i es i n D i s t r i c t Two s p e n t $5 3 .9 mi l l i on on 

l o c a l r o a d s a n d b r i d g e s , y e t o n l y r e c e i v e d $ 1 5 . 5 ( s i c ) 

mi l l i on i n l i q u i d f u e l s f unds . Many muni c i p a l i t i es i n 

t h i s r e g i on a r e d e a l i ng w i t h s i g n i f i c a n t amounts o f 

h e a v y t r u c k t r a f f i c as s o c i a t e d w i t h M a r c e l l us d r i l l i ng 

a c t i v i t i e s . 

My t o w n s h i p, Chapman Towns h i p, 

C l i n t o n C o u n t y , h as a b r i dge t h a t p r o v i d e s a c c e s s o v e r 

a r a i l r o a d t o t h e l o c a l h i gh s c h o o l and e l e m e n t a r y 

s c h o o l . T h i s b r i dge has w e a r i ng s u r f a c e p r o b l ems and 

n e e d s j o i n t r e p a i r and g u i d e r a i l r e p l a c e m e n t . U n d e r 



c u r r e n t c o n d i t i ons , i t i s n e a r l y i mpos s i b l e f o r t h e 

t o w n s h i p t o r a i s e t h e $1 0 0 , 0 0 0 n e e d e d t o p r o p e r l y 

c o m p l e t e t h i s p r o j e c t . H o w e v e r , t h e i s s ues w i t h t h e 

b r i dge n e e d t o be a d d r e s s ed b e f o r e t h e s i t u a t i on 

w o r s e n s . 

Chapman Towns h i p a l s o has a r o a d t h a t 

r u n s f orm t h e t o w n s h i p b u i l d i ng t o t h e t o p o f a 

m o u n t a i n c a l l ed S omers ( p h o n e t i c ) M o u n t a i n R o a d . Due 

t o i t s l o c a t i on, t h e r o a d has b e e n h i t h a r d by t h e 

w i n t e r and l o g g i ng t r u c k s t r a v e l i ng t h i s r o a d . To 

p r o p e r l y r e p a i r t h e r o a d w o u l d c o s t a b o u t $3 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 

w h i c h t h e t o w n s h i p d o e s n ' t h a v e , s o t h e r o a d w i l l 

c o n t i nue t o d e t e r i o r a t e . 

P a t t o n Towns h i p, C e n t r e C o u n t y i s a 

g r o w t h a r e a and a r e t a i l d e s t i n a t i on i n t h e C e n t r e 

R e g i o n . H o w e v e r , t h e t o w n s h i p's r o a d w a y s a r e 

c u r r e n t l y o p e r a t i ng a t f u l l c a p a c i t y . Waddl e Road 

s e r v e s as a c o n n e c t o r r o u t e b e t w e e n T o f t r e e s 

d e v e l opment and N o r t h A t h e r t o n S t r e e t , t h e mai n 

bus i nes s r o u t e i n t o S t a t e C o l l e g e . The Waddl e Road 

i n t e r c h a n g e a t E x i t 7 1 o f US 3 2 2 and I -9 9 c a n n o t 

s a f e l y o r e f f e c t i v e l y h a n d l e p r o j e c t e d t r a f f i c v o l umes 

and t h e b r i dge i s c l as s i f i ed as f u n c t i o n a l l y obs o l e t e . 

The t o w n s h i p has u n d e r t a k e n a $1 6 .9 

mi l l i on p r o j e c t t o r e p l a c e t h e c u r r e n t b r i dge w i t h a 



w i d e r s t r u c t u r e c o n t a i n i ng f o u r l a n e s and a d e d i c a t e d 

t u r n i ng l ane f o r h i ghway a c c e s s . A l s o, a d d i t i o n a l 

l a n e s w i l l be c o n s t r u c t e d on US 3 2 2 / I - 9 9 t o e l i m i n a t e 

t r a f f i c s t a c k i n g . 

P a t t o n Towns h i p i s a g g r e s s i v e l y 

w o r k i ng t o o b t a i n a c o m b i n a t i on o f f e d e r a l , s t a t e and 

l o c a l f u n d i ng s o u r c e s , i n c l u d i ng a p u b l i c/ p r i v a t e 

p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h t h e P a t t o n Towns h i p D e v e l opment 

A u t h o r i t y --- o r D e v e l opment Company. T h i s i s t h e 

h i g h es t p r i o r i t y p r o j e c t n o t on t h e C e n t r e C o u n t y 

MPO's f o u r - y e a r TI P. 

PennDOT D i s t r i c t T h r e e . I n 2008, 

muni c i p a l i t i es i n PennDOT D i s t r i c t T h r e e s p e n t n e a r l y 

$65 m i l l i o n t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r r o a d w a y s , y e t r e c e i v e d 

o n l y $21.1 m i l l i o n i n l i q u i d f u e l s f u n d s . The 

muni c i p a l i t i es i n t h i s d i s t r i c t a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y h a r d 

h i t by t h e n a t u r a l gas d r i l l i ng a c t i v i t i es w i t h i n t h e 

M a r c e l l us S h a l e r e g i o n . 

A t h e n s Towns h i p, B r a d f o r d C o u n t y h as 

a o n e - l ane b r i dge t h a t p r o v i d e s a c c e s s t o t h e r a i l 

y a r d s , w h i c h h a v e t h e p o t e n t i a l f o r i ndus t r i a l 

d e v e l opment and t h e hos p i t a l ' s s h u t t l e p a r k i ng 

f a c i l i t i es . The b r i dge i s us ed by t r u c k t r a f f i c t o 

b y p a s s downtown S a y r e B o r o u g h . T h i s y e a r t h e t o w n s h i p 

i s r e p l a c i ng p u r l i ns u n d e r a p o r t i on o f t h e s t e e l d e c k 



t h r o u g h an A g i l i t y a g r e e m e n t w i t h PennDOT and i s 

a t t e m p t i ng t o r e p l a c e t h e b r i dge on t h e TI P p r o g r a m . 

Wi t h o u t f u n d i ng, t h e t o w n s h i p may be f o r c e d t o c l os e 

t h e b r i d g e . 

The t o w n s h i p has t h e V a l l ey Bus i n es s 

P a r k P r o j e c t C --- t h e Road C P r o j e c t f o r w h i c h t h e 

t o w n s h i p has a l r e a d y r a i s ed a b o u t $ 3 .5 mi l l i on f rom 

f e d e r a l , s t a t e and ARC f unds . The bus i n es s p a r k i s 

l o c a t e d a t I n t e r s t a t e 8 6 / New Y o r k R o u t e 1 7 and 

P e n n s y l v a n i a R o u t e 2 2 0 and hous es two manuf a c t u r i ng 

f a c i l i t i es as w e l l as a t r a i n i ng f a c i l i t y f o r a 

n a t u r a l gas c o m p a n y . A b o u t h a l f o f t h e p a r k i s 

a v a i l a b l e f o r d e v e l opment b u t has l os t p o t e n t i a l 

bus i n es s b e c a u s e i t l a c k s t h e c o n n e c t o r r o a d . The 

t o w n s h i p n e e d s $ 2 .5 mi l l i on o r t h e p r o j e c t w i l l n o t be 

a b l e t o move f o r w a r d . 

I n c l os i ng, t r a n s p o r t a t i on f u n d i ng 

f o r h i ghways and mas s t r a n s i t n e e d s t o be c a r e f u l l y 

e x a m i n e d and a c t e d on now. The As s o c i a t i on c a n 

s u p p o r t a g r a n t f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i on r e v e n u e 

e n h a n c e m e n t s and we u r g e t h a t a l l s o l u t i ons i n c l ude a t 

l e a s t a 2 0 p e r c e n t l o c a l s h a r e i n t o a r e s t r i c t e d us e 

a c c o u n t i ng, l i n k i ng any t a x o r f e e s t o t h e c o n s umer 

p r i ce i n d e x , r e d u c i ng s t a t e m a n d a t e s as recommended 

u n d e r p r i o r t e s t i mony w h i c h s t r e t c h o u r t r a n s p o r t a t i on 



d o l l a r s . 

U n l es s a c t i on i s t a k e n s oon, o u r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys tem w i l l c r u m b l e, d r i v i ng e c o n o m i c 

o p p o r t u n i t i es f rom t h o s e a r e a s t h a t k e p t --- w i l l be 

empl o y e d t o make t h e i n v e s t m e n t n e e d e d . Thank y o u f o r 

t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y b e f o r e t h e commi t t e e 

t o d a y . We w i l l now a t t e m p t t o ans wer any ques t i ons 

you may h a v e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Thank y o u , M r . H o r n e r . I ' v e g o t 

one ques t i o n . And I t h i nk y ou d i d a v e r y g o o d j o b 

s e l l i ng us on t h e l o c a l n e e d s . And we a l l know t h a t 

t h e l o c a l f o l k s h a v e e v e r y b i t o f a p r o b l em w i t h 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e as t h e s t a t e s ys tem o f i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

My ques t i on t o y o u , s i r , and my u n d e r s t a n d i ng i n 

l o o k i n g a t y o u r r e s u m e , we're b o t h e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s . 

What t y p e o f r e v e n u e e n h a n c e m e n t s do you s ee y o u r 

t o w n s h i p o r s ome o f y o u r c o l l e a g u e s o r t o w n s h i p f o l k s 

i n g e n e r a l s u p p o r t i n g ? You know, you o f t e n h e a r a b o u t 

t h e v a s t n e e d s , b u t we're t a l k i n g o f f a b o u t what 

p e o p l e, y o u know, want us t o do r e l a t i ve t o r a i s i ng 

f unds w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h i ngs and what t h e y w o u l d o r 

w o u l d n o t s u p p o r t . I g u e s s t h a t ' s t h e g e n e r a l 

q u e s t i o n I w o u l d h a v e f o r y o u . 

MR. HORNER: 



A. W e l l , I t h i n k , y o u know, as 

we've l o o k e d a t t h i s o v e r t h e y e a r s , o u r d e p l e t i o n 

o u r l i q u i d f u e l s money has c o n t i n u a l l y b e e n d e p l e t e d 

and h a s n o t b e e n k e p t i n t u n e w i t h t h e c o s t o f d o i ng 

d o i n g t h e s e r e p a i r s . And I t h i n k we w o u l d be 

s u p p o r t i ve o f a n y t h i ng a l ong t h e l i nes o f i n c r e a s i ng 

t h o s e f u n d s as l o n g as we g e t a f a i r s h a r e o f t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

T h a t ' s u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . Any 

o t h e r --- ? 

MR. HERR: 

Mr. C h a i r m a n , i f I c o u l d 

j u s t a r e a l q u i c k comment? 

CHAIRMAN: 

Y e s , Mr. H e r r ? 

MR. HERR: 

The As s o c i a t i on has a l r e a d y gone 

on r e c o r d o f s u p p o r t i n g an i n c r e a s e t o t h e gas t a x . 

Of c o u r s e n o b o d y l i k e s t o p ay any t a x e s , b u t t h e gas 

t a x i s a u s e r f e e . We h a v e a l s o l o o k e d a t r a i s i n g t h e 

cap on t h e o i l f r a n c h i s e f e e and we're w i l l i n g t o l o o k 

a t o t h e r i s s ues w i t h o u t g o i ng i n t o a l o t o f d e t a i l and 

t a k i n g up t i m e . B u t as l o n g as l i k e Mr. H o r n e r s a i d 

l o c a l s g e t t h e i r f a i r s h a r e s o t h e y c a n a l s o p r o v i de 

t h e i r p a r t o f t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m . 



CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. We h a v e a n o t h e r one o f 

o u r s t a k e h o l d e r s F r a n c i s J . P a l o , and Mr. M i c h a e l 

P a l o , C h i e f E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r . Mr. P a l o h e r e ? Okay. 

The A m e r i c a n C o n c r e t e P a v e m e n t A s s o c i a t i o n , Mr. J o h n 

M c C a s k i e . And Mr. J o h n B e c k e r i s h e r e as w e l l . 

Y o u ' r e a l w a y s welcome g e n t l e m e n . Mr. M c C a s k i e i s w i t h 

Swank A s s o c i a t e d and i s a c o n t r a c t o r . And Mr. B e c k e r 

i s w i t h t h e A s s o c i a t i o n . J o h n and J o h n , g o o d t o s e e 

you a g a i n and you may p r o c e e d . You g e t f i v e m i n u t e s . 

MR. MCCASKIE: 

Good a f t e r n o o n . I'm J o h n 

McCas k i e, C h i e f E n g i n e e r o f S wank As s o c i a t e d 

C o mpani es , and a member o f t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a C h a p t e r o f 

t h e A m e r i c a n C o n c r e t e P a v e m e n t A s s o c i a t i o n . A l t h o u g h 

we a r e b a s ed i n Wes t m o r e l and C o u n t y , we c u r r e n t l y work 

i n t h i s p a r t o f t h e s t a t e . Swank p r o v i d e s 

P e n n s y l v a n i ans w i t h more t h a n 3 0 0 g o o d p a y i ng j obs as 

s k i l l ed e q u i pment o p e r a t o r s , t r u c k d r i v e r s , m e c h a n i c s 

and more. Our b u s i n e s s i s t o m a i n t a i n and p r e s e r v e 

h i ghway and a i r p o r t c o n c r e t e p a v e m e n t and b r i dge d e c k s 

t h r o u g h r e s t o r a t i on and s a f e t y i mprovement p r o c e s s es 

s u c h as s a w - c u t g r o o v i n g , p a t c h i n g and j o i n t s e a l i n g . 

The e f f e c t s o f t h e r e c e s s i on on 

c i t i z e n s o f t h e Commonwealth and t h e c o n c r e t e p a v i n g 



i n d u s t r y h a v e b e e n d r a m a t i c . S t i m u l u s s p e n d i n g o v e r 

t h e p a s t has a l l owed s ome i n t h e b r i dge b u i l d i ng and 

r o a d p r e s e r v a t i on s e g m e n t s o f o u r i ndus t r y t o h o l d on 

t o t h e i r j o b s and b e n e f i t s . Many o t h e r s , h o w e v e r , 

h a v e n o t b e e n as f o r t u n a t e . F u r t h e r m o r e , w i t h much o f 

t h e s t i mul us work now b e h i nd us and w i t h g r e a t 

u n c e r t a i n t y as t o t h e f u t u r e o f t r a n s p o r t a t i on f u n d i ng 

a t b o t h t h e s t a t e and n a t i o n a l l e v e l s , o u r i ndus t r y 

f a c e s a c r i s i s t h a t may i n c l ude mas s i ve l a y o f f s and 

d e f e r r e d c a p i t a l i n v e s t m e n t s w h i c h w i l l i n t u r n 

f u r t h e r s l o w P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s e c o n o m i c r e c o v e r y . L a c k 

o f c e r t a i n t y d i r e c t l y a f f e c t s o u r a b i l i t y t o o p e r a t e 

w i t h c o n f i d e n c e and as s u r e o u r w o r k e r s as w e l l as t h e 

c o m p a n i es t h a t we do bus i nes s w i t h o f a f u t u r e t h a t 

t h e y c a n c o u n t on. 

What we n e e d i s a r e l i a b l e, d e d i c a t e d 

s t r e a m o f f u n d i ng f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i on i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 

i n v e s t m e n t s . L a c k o f r e l i a b l e o r e v e n p r e d i c t a b l e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on f u n d i ng r e s u l t s i n a m a r k e t where i n 

s l ow e c o n o m i c t i mes , c o n t r a c t o r s c a n n o t j us t i f y m a k i ng 

i n v e s t m e n t s i n e q u i pment and p e r s o n n e l t h a t w i l l a l l ow 

them t o be c o m p e t i t i ve and r e s p o n s i ve t o a g e n c y n e e d s 

when b u r s t s o f f u n d i ng l i ke t h e s t i mul us p a c k a g e a r e 

r e l e a s e d . 

As you know, t h e c u r r e n t gap b e t w e e n 



t r a n s p o r t a t i on i n f r a s t r u c t u r e n e e d s and a v a i l a b l e 

f u n d s h as b e e n e s t i m a t e d a t $3.5 b i l l i o n . I t ' s 

e s s e n t i a l t o P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s e c o n o m i c d e v e l o p m e n t , b o t h 

now and i n t h e f u t u r e , t h i s gap be c l o s e d i m m e d i a t e l y . 

S wank j o i ns many o t h e r s i n t h e c o n c r e t e p a v i ng and 

r e p a i r i ndus t r i es i n c a l l i ng f o r t h e d e v e l opment and 

i mpl e m e n t a t i on o f a l o n g - t e r m s o l u t i on t h a t w i l l c l os e 

t h i s $3.5 b i l l i o n f u n d i n g gap, and we w i l l a c t i v e l y 

s uppo r t any s t r a t egy t h a t i nc l u d e s s o und and p e r m a n e n t 

f u n d i n g m e c h a n i s m s t o do s o . P o s s i b l e m e c h a n i s m s 

i n c l ude b u t a r e c e r t a i n l y n o t l i mi t e d t o i n c r e a s es i n 

us e r f e e s and r e g i s t r a t i on f e e s , t h e us e o f p u b l i c-

p r i v a t e p a r t n e r s h i ps and any o t h e r f u n d i ng m e c h a n i s m 

--- m e c h a n i s ms t h a t a r e e q u i t a b l e and w i l l p r o v i de 

r e l i a b l e and s u f f i c i e n t f u n d i ng t o s u p p o r t t h e 

n e c e s s a r y l o n g - t e r m i n v e s t m e n t s i n o u r t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

I h a v e w o r k e d as an e n g i n e e r i n t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a h i g h w a y c o n s t r u c t i o n i n d u s t r y o v e r 40 

y e a r s and h a v e w i t n e s s ed many c h a n g e s o v e r t h i s 

p e r i o d . A m i d b u d g e t c u t b a c k s , I h a v e become more and 

more aware o f t h e d i f f i c u l t i es t h a t t h e Commonweal t h 

f a c e s i n d e v e l o p i ng and i mpl e m e n t i ng n e w e r , b u t 

p r o v e n , t e c h n o l o g i e s . W i t h a r e l i a b l e s o l u t i o n t o o u r 

l o n g - t e r m t r a n s p o r t a t i on f u n d i ng c r i s i s , P e n n s y l v a n i a 



c a n a g a i n become a l e a d e r i n t h i s f i e l d and a g a i n be 

i n a much b e t t e r p o s i t i on t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f n e w e r , 

more c o s t - e f f e c t i ve p a v i ng t e c h n o l o g i es s u c h as t h i n, 

m e d i um and t h i ck c o n c r e t e o v e r l a y s , p e r m e a b l e 

c o n c r e t e , and f u l l - d e p t h r e c l a m a t i on and r o l l e r 

c o m p a c t e d c o n c r e t e . 

I a p p r e c i a t e h a v i ng t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 

t o s p e a k w i t h you and w e l come any q ues t i ons t h a t you 

may h a v e now o r a t any t i m e i n t h e f u t u r e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank you v e r y much. We 

a p p r e c i a t e you a t t e n d i ng h e r e , J o h n , and a l s o 

a p p r e c i a t e y o u r s u p p o r t . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Tim S o l o b a y . 

REPRESENTATIVE SOLOBAY: 

Q. Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . Mr. 

McCas k i e, f i r s t o f f I t h i nk a d e b t o f g r a t i t u d e f o r 

y o u r company's a b i l i t y t o do some g r e a t , q u i c k work 

o u t o f Wes t e r n PA a c o u p l e o f y e a r s ago a l ong 

I n t e r s t a t e 70. We h a d a b r i d g e c o l l a p s e and a c o u p l e 

o t h e r t h i n g s n e e d e d t o be d o n e . The t i m e l i n e s s and 

t h e e f f i c i e n c y t h a t t h e y d i d t o r e c t i f y t h a t p r o b l em 

was v e r y much a p p r e c i a t e d by many o f t h o s e i n 

W a s h i n g t o n C o u n t y and f o l k s t h a t t r a v e l I n t e r s t a t e 70. 

MR. MCCASKIE: 

Thank y o u . 



REPRESENTATIVE SOLOBAY: 

Q. W i t h t h a t , b r i e f l y a q u e s t i o n . 

I b r o u g h t t h i s up l a s t week i n H e r s h e y . You h a d made 

a comment a b o u t t e c h n o l ogy and e f f e c t i ve and more 

e f f i c i e n t ways o f d e a l i ng w i t h es p e c i a l l y c o n c r e t e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n . T h e r e a r e some s e c t i o n s o u t t h a t way 

t h a t you g u y s ha d n o t h i n g t o do w i t h , by t h e way. 

O v e r t h e p a s t 15 y e a r s t h e r e were some c o m p l e t e r e h a b 

--- n o t r e h a b , c o m p l e t e r e b u i l d o f s e c t i ons o f 

I n t e r s t a t e 70 and I n t e r s t a t e 79 i n t h e W a s h i n g t o n 

C o u n t y a r e a t h a t d i d n o t r e a l l y w i t h s t a n d t h e l e v e l i t 

s h o u l d . We were g i v e n a number o f y e a r s o f a b o u t 40 

y e a r s t o do a c o m p l e t e r e b u i l d t h a t we s h o u l d 

a n t i c i p a t e t h a t r e b u i l d l as t i ng --- t h e c o n c r e t e 

c o n s t r u c t i on l as t i ng a g o o d 4 0 y e a r s , w i t h mi n i mal 

m a i n t e n a n c e t h r o u g h t h e c o u r s e o f t h a t t i m e f r a m e . 

B u t f o r a c o m p l e t e r e b u i l d, t e a r i t a l l o u t , new b a s e, 

t h e w h o l e w o r k s , f rame s h o u l d g i ve you 4 0 y e a r s w i t h 

n o w adays t e c h n o l o g y . 

We've g o t , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

s e c t i ons o f t h e r o a d s where i n a m a t t e r o f 1 5 y e a r s , 

t h e r e may h a v e b e e n s e c t i ons o f c o m p l e t e r e b u i l ds o v e r 

t h a t t i m e f r a m e , two o r t h r e e d i f f e r e n t t i m e s . Our 

p r o b l e m i s , as you s t a t e d , w i t h $3.5 b i l l i o n o f n e e d e d 

b r i dge and r o a d w a y r e p a i r s t o t h e s t a t e s ys tem, we 



n e e d t o f i nd e i t h e r a c c o u n t a b i l i t y o r w o r k i ng w i t h t h e 

i ndus t r y t o f i nd ways t o make s u r e t h a t t h a t d o e s n o t 

c o n t i n u e t o be t h e f a c t . I mean, i f we're r e b u i l d i n g 

t h i ngs i n a t h i r d o f t h e t i me t h a t i t s h o u l d be 

l a s t i n g , e v e n i f i t ' s j u s t s e c t i o n s , t h e r e a r e c o s t s 

t h a t a r e g o i n g t o be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h a t t h a t ' s g o i n g 

t o e l i mi n a t e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o do a l o t o f o t h e r --¬

a l o t o f o t h e r n e e d e d work t h a t s h o u l d be d o n e . 

S o my ques t i on t o you I gues s 

i s , a r e we s e e i ng o r h e a r i ng o r you know o f s i t u a t i ons 

u n l i ke t h i s one where t h i s s eems t o be g o i ng on e i t h e r 

w i t h i n t h e s t a t e , w i t h maybe p a r t i c u l a r c o m p a n i es , 

p a r t i c u l a r s u p p l i e r s ? I mean, i s t h e r e a n y t h i ng t h a t 

we n e e d t o do t o w a t c h o u t f o r and a b e t t e r s ens e t o 

make s u r e t h a t t h i s d o e s n ' t h a p p e n ? B e c a u s e , a g a i n , 

3.5 j u s t t o r e b u i l d w h a t ' s o u t t h e r e , we d o n ' t n e e d t o 

be d o i ng i t two o r t h r e e t i mes o v e r t h e l i f es pan o f 

what s h o u l d be, you know, 40 y e a r s f r o m now. 

MR. MCCASKIE: 

A. I a g r e e w i t h y o u c o m p l e t e l y . 

And I l ook b a c k on my 4 0 p l us y e a r s and t h e r e h a v e 

b e e n j u s t i n c r e d i b l e c h a n g e s . And l e t me go b a c k a 

l i t t l e b i t f u r t h e r e v e n . F o r i n s t a n c e , one o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s p r e m i e r r o a d s t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i k e 

was o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t i n l i c k e t y s p l i t t i m e . I t h a d no 



f o u n d a t i o n w h a t s o e v e r , p u t u n d e r c o n c r e t e p a v e m e n t . 

And P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i k e has h a d t o l i v e w i t h t h a t . 

S t a r t i ng v e r y s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e y f i n i s h e d , new 

t e c h n o l o g i es , new d e s i gn s t a n d a r d s a l l l e a d t o and 

c o n t i n u e t o l e a d t o an i m p r o v e m e n t i n l o n g e v i t y . 

The r e a l i s s ue t h a t I come t o h a v e a 

c o n c e r n f o r i s t h a t many o c c a s i ons we c o n t i nue t o work 

w i t h e c o n o m i c a l d e s i g n s t a n d a r d s . Much o f y o u r 

c o n c r e t e p a v e m e n t f a i l u r e i s t h e r e s u l t o f a l ack o f 

p r e p a r a t o r y f o u n d a t i o n . I ' v e h e a r d t h e p e o p l e t h a t 

come b a c k f r o m E u r o p e where t h e A u t o b a h n i s p r e m i e r . 

Wel l , t h a t A u t o b a h n f o u n d a t i on i s p r o b a b l y t w i ce what 

we p r o v i de i n what I r e f e r t o as t h e p a v e m e n t s t h a t 

w e 're b u y i n g a t K - M a r t . I t ' s u n f o r t u n a t e . B u t t h a t ' s 

t h e s i t u a t i o n w e 're i n . We k e e p t r y i n g t o s p r e a d t h e 

d o l l a r s . And j u s t l i k e e v e r y t h i n g e l s e , t h e t h i n n e r 

c o a t j u s t d o e s n ' t seem t o h o l d up. 

REPRESENTATIVE SOLOBAY: 

Q. And t h a t r a i s e s my comment, what 

a r e we g o i n g t o s a v e i f w e're g o i n g t o r e b u i l d 

s o m e t h i ng t h r e e t i mes i n a t h i r d o f t h e amount o f t i me 

t h a t i t a c t u a l l y s h o u l d ' v e l a s t e d ? So I t h i n k we c a n 

a l l l o o k a t t h a t , Mr. C h a i r m a n , f r o m o u r a s p e c t and 

a l s o where we w o u l d . I mean, you g u y s a r e t h e 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s as f a r as a s a y i n g how we s h o u l d be. 



And i f we're n o t a l l o w i n g f o r i t t o be r i g h t t h e f i r s t 

t i m e , y o u know, we're j u s t t h r o w i n g g o o d money a f t e r 

b a d i f we c o n t i n u e t o o p e r a t e i n t h a t manner. 

MR. MCCASKIE: 

A. Over t h e c o u r s e o f t h e , you 

know, 40, 50, 60 y e a r s , we've g o t some s u p e r b , 

e x c e p t i o n a l l y p e r f o r m i n g c o n c r e t e p a v e m e n t s . We've 

g o t some e x c e p t i o n a l l y p e r f o r m i n g b i t u m i n o u s 

p a v e m e n t s . The o t h e r s i d e , we h a v e h a d some p a v e m e n t s 

b o t h on t h e b i t u m i nous s i de as w e l l on t h e c o n c r e t e 

s i d e t h a t h a v e n o t p e r f o r m e d t h e way t h e y s h o u l d . And 

a p a v e m e n t l as t i ng one t h i r d o f t h e t i me t h a t i t was 

d e s i g n e d f o r i s , q u i t e f r a n k l y , u n a c c e p t a b l e . A t t h e 

h e a r i ng t h a t y o u h a d r a i s ed t h e i s s ue a t t h e l as t 

m e e t i ng, we a r e t a k i ng a l ook a t what s p e c i f i c a l l y 

were t h e c a u s es t h a t h a v e l ed t o t h e f a i l u r e o f 

p r e m a t u r e o r l ack o f , I w o u l d c a l l i t , a c c e p t a b l e 

p e r f o r m a n c e on t h a t s e c t i o n o f r o a d w a y . 

I ' v e p e r s o n a l l y n o t b e e n o u t 

t h e r e s i n c e t h e n , b u t we a r e g o i ng t o l ook i n t o t h a t 

and t o a d d r e s s w h e t h e r i t ' s t h r o u g h s p e c i f i c a t i o n 

c h a n g e s o r t h r o u g h s ome o t h e r f o r e n s i c a n a l ys i s come 

t o an as s es s ment t o d e t e r m i ne what t h e r o o t c a u s e on 

t h a t was. B e c a u s e I a g r e e w h o l e h e a r t e d l y w i t h y o u . A 

p a v e m e n t t h a t was d e s i g n e d t o l as t 4 0 y e a r s s h o u l d 



l a s t 40 and n o t 15 o r 20. 

REPRESENTATIVE SOLOBAY: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mark L o n g i e t t i ? 

REPRESENTATIVE L O N G I E T T I : 

Q. Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n , and 

t h a n k y o u f o r y o u r t e s t i m o n y t h i s a f t e r n o o n . J u s t t o 

k i nd o f f u r t h e r e l a b o r a t e , I h e a r y o u r t e s t i mony t h a t 

a l a c k o f a d e q u a t e f u n d i n g as p e r h a p s i t ' s a l r e a d y 

b e e n s t r e t c h i ng d o l l a r s and t h e r e f o r e t h e des i gn 

s t a n d a r d s a r e n ' t where t h e y s h o u l d be a n d , t h e r e f o r e , 

w e 're n o t t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e o f t h e b e t t e r c o n c r e t e and 

l o n g e r - l a s t i n g o p t i o n s . I j u s t want t o c l a r i f y , 

t h o u g h , a l s o f rom y o u r t e s t i mony, you t a l k e d a l i t t l e 

b i t i n t h e t e s t i mony a b o u t t h e i n a b i l i t y t o i n v e s t i n 

e q u i pment and i s t h e l ack o f --- p e r h a p s s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

h i g h e r c r i me r e s u l t i ng i n c o n t r a c t o r s n o t i n v e s t i ng i n 

e q u i pment t h a t c o u l d a l s o b r i ng p e r h a p s g r e a t e r 

e f f i c i e n c y o r more b a n g f o r t h e b u c k . I s t h a t what 

y o u ' r e s a y i n g as w e l l o r n o t ? J u s t so I c a n n a r r o w 

t h a t down. 

MR. MCCASKIE: 

A. A b s o l u t e l y . A c o n t r a c t o r c a n ' t 

go o u t and p u r c h a s e new e q u i p m e n t t h a t he d o e s n ' t f e e l 



v e r y c o n f i d e n t he c a n p u t t o work i m m e d i a t e l y . I t ' s 

j u s t a p o o r i n v e s t m e n t p o l i c y . And i t ' s t h e same w i t h 

p e r s o n n e l . 

REPRESENTATIVE L O N G I E T T I : 

Q. B u t i s t h a t new e q u i p m e n t t h a t ' s 

n o t b e i ng p u r c h a s e d , i s t h a t l i ke a n e x t g e n e r a t i on 

t y p e e q u i p m e n t , o r i s i t j u s t r e p l a c e m e n t o f w h a t ' s 

a l r e a d y t h e r e , o r i s i t t o p r o d u c e g r e a t e r e f f i c i e n c y 

o r h a v e d i f f e r e n t c a p a b i l i t i es ? 

MR. MCCASKIE: 

A. I ' d s a y i t ' s a c o m b i n a t i o n o f 

b o t h . And t h e r e a r e t h e r e a r e v e r y l e g i t i m a t e 

c o n c e r n s as i t r e l a t e s t o a i r q u a l i t y and w h a t ' s g o i n g 

on w i t h d i e s e l r e s t r i c t i o n s ' p o t e n t i a l . Y e s . T h a t 

may w e l l be d e t e r r i ng t h e i n v e s t m e n t o f new 

t e c h n o l o g y . 

REPRESENTATIVE L O N G I E T T I : 

Q. So i f I h e a r y o u , t h e n , i t ' s a 

s i t u a t i on where n o t o n l y y o u r company b u t y o u r 

c o u n t e r p a r t s o u t t h e r e , e v e r y b o d y ' s k i n d o f i n t h e 

same b o a t b e c a u s e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g i s h e r e , i t ' s 

n o t h e r e . Then when t h e Commonwealth g o e s o u t t o b i d , 

t h e c o n t r a c t o r s s i m p l y d o n ' t h a v e p e r h a p s t h e l a t e s t 

t e c h n o l ogy t h a t t h e y c o u l d h a v e i f t h e y h a v e t h e 

v o l ume o f work t h a t t h e y w o u l d h a v e i f t h e 



t r a n s p o r t a t i on f u n d i ng was h i g h e r ? I s t h a t 

e s s e n t i a l l y what y o u ' r e s a y i n g ? 

MR. MCCASKIE: 

A. We r e a l l y do n e e d a h u n d r e d 

p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e i n t h e l e v e l o f f u n d i ng, i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a and a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y . We h a v e s e n t o r 

w a t c h e d o u r i n v e s t m e n t s on t h e i n t e r s t a t e and o t h e r 

h i g h w a y s f r o m t h e '50s t h r o u g h t h e ' 8 0 s . I g u e s s i n 

a u t o m o b i l e s we'd c a l l i t d e p r e c i a t i o n o r w e a r . I t ' s 

g o n e . And we h a v e n ' t e v e n b e e n c h a n g i n g t h e o i l i n 

many c a s e s b e c a u s e o f t h e l a c k o f f u n d i n g . 

REPRESENTATIVE L O N G I E T T I : 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank y o u . G e n t l e m e n , 

t h a n k y ou v e r y much. We a p p r e c i a t e i t . The 

P e n n s y l v a n i a P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i on As s o c i a t i on 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e C y n t h i a Z e r b e , who's t h e U n i o n - S n y d e r 

C o u n t y T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A l l i a n c e . Y o u ' r e g o i n g t o 

s t a r t ? 

MS. SHEADER: 

Y e s , I am. Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Now, l e t ' s i n t r o d u c e y o u f o r t h e 

C o m m i t t e e as w e l l as t h e s t e n o g r a p h e r . 



MS. SHEADER: 

J a c q u e l i ne S h e a d e r , f rom t h e 

C e n t r e A r e a T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A u t h o r i t y i n S t a t e C o l l e g e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

You n e e d t o b r i ng i t p r e t t y 

c l o s e . 

MS. SHEADER: 

I'm s o r r y . J a c q u e l i n e S h e a d e r , 

f rom t h e C e n t r e A r e a T r a n s p o r t a t i on A u t h o r i t y i n S t a t e 

C o l l e g e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Welcome. 

MS. SHEADER: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u . You may p r o c e e d , Ms. 

Z e r b e . 

MS. ZERBE: 

Thank y o u f o r h o s t i n g t h i s 

h e a r i n g t o d a y . My name i s C y n t h i a Z e r b e and I am 

admi n i s t r a t o r o f US TA, t h e U n i on-S n y d e r T r a n s p o r t a t i on 

A l l i a n c e . I am a b o a r d member o f t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 

P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i on As s o c i a t i on and I am o f f e r i ng 

r e m a r k s on b e h a l f o f t h e 1 3 t r a n s p o r t a t i on p r o v i d e r s 

who s e r v e t h e 1 8 p r e d o m i n a n t l y r u r a l c o u n t i es i n 



PennDOT's D i s t r i c t s 2 and 3. P u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s 

o f f e r e d i n e a c h o f t h e 67 c o u n t i e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

Many o f o u r c i t i z e n s d e p e n d upon t h e m o b i l i t y s e r v i c e s 

we p r o v i de t o a l l ow them t h e f r e e d o m t o be empl o y e d , 

a t t e n d s c h o o l , a c c e s s m e d i c a l c a r e , s hop i n o u r r e t a i l 

c e n t e r s and e n j oy t h e q u a l i t y o f l i f e e a c h o f y o u r 

c o n s t i t u e n t s d e s e r v e s . 

From t h e f i x e d r o u t e s e r v i c e s 

p r o v i d e d by R i v e r V a l l ey T r a n s i t i n Wi l l i ams p o r t and 

CATA i n S t a t e C o l l e g e , t o t h e A r e a T r a n s p o r t a t i on 

A u t h o r i t y o f N o r t h C e n t r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a, w i t h a 

s e r v i ce a r e a encompas s i ng s i x r u r a l c o u n t i es , t o t h e 

o t h e r r u r a l p r o v i d e r s o f DuFAS T, E n d l es s M o u n t a i ns and 

Mount C a r m e l T r a n s i t t o t h e s h a r e d r i de p r o g r a m s o f 

C e n t r e , M o n t o u r and N o r t h u m b e r l and C o u n t i es , S TEP i n 

L y c o m i ng C o u n t y , C a l l - a - R i de i n M i f f l i n and J u n i a t a 

C o u n t i es and US TA, we c a r r y more t h a n e i g h t mi l l i on 

r i d e r s e a c h y e a r and e m p l o y more t h a n 500 p e o p l e . 

Communi t y T r a n s p o r t a t i on, a l s o known 

as S h a r e d --- C l as s 5 S h a r e d - R i de T r a n s p o r t a t i on, i s a 

v i t a l s e r v i ce i n t h e r u r a l communi t i es o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a, p r o v i d i ng s e r v i ce f o r a v e r y d e p e n d e n t 

p o p u l a t i o n . I t i s a l i f e l i n e t o s e r v i c e s and o f t e n 

t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n a p e r s on c o n t i n u i ng t o l i ve i n 

t h e i r home o r m o v i ng t o a n u r s i ng home, b e i ng on 



d i s a b i l i t y o r g a i n f u l l y e m p l o y e d . 

I n M o n t o u r C o u n t y , M e l i s s a Wi l s on, a 

2 7 y e a r o l d m o t h e r o f t h r e e was p a r a l yz ed i n a m o t o r -

v e h i c l e a c c i d e n t . She r e l i e s upon t h e s h a r e d - r i d e 

p r o g r a m t o a l l ow h e r t h e mobi l i t y s he n e e d s f o r 

m e d i c a l a p p o i n t m e n t s . The t r a n s i t s y s t e m a l s o 

i n f ormed h e r o f o t h e r c o u n t y s e r v i c e s t h a t w o u l d h e l p 

h e r t h r o u g h t h i s c h a l l e n g i n g l i f e c h a n g e . DuFAST and 

ATA t r a n s p o r t 2 0 p e r c e n t o f t h e empl o y e e s o f Goodwi l l 

I n d u s t r i e s o f N o r t h C e n t r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a . W i t h more 

t h a n 4 2 5 w o r k e r s , Goodwi l l and t h e i r empl o y e e s know 

t h e v a l u e o f p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . STEP i n L y c o m i n g 

C o u n t y c o n s i s t e n t l y h e a r s t h a t t h e i r r i d e r s w o u l d be 

f o r c e d i n t o as s i s t e d l i v i ng and l os e t h e i r 

i n d e p e n d e n c e i f i t w a s n ' t f o r t h e s e r v i c e t h e y 

p r o v i d e . S t o r i e s l i k e t h e s e c a n be t o l d by e v e r y 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o v i d e r i n t h e Commonwealth. We n e e d 

o u r l e g i s l a t o r s t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e b e n e f i t s o f p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on and how v i t a l i t i s i n a l l p a r t s o f o u r 

s t a t e . 

As n o t e d i n t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i on and 

R e f o r m C o m m i s s i o n ' s E x e c u t i v e Summary, Community 

T r a n s p o r t a t i on S h a r e d - R i de has i t s own p a t c h w o r k q u i l t 

o f f u n d i n g and p r o g r a m r e q u i r e m e n t s . Open t o t h e 

g e n e r a l p u b l i c, f u l l - f a r e r a t e s a r e s o p r o h i b i t i ve 



t h a t v i r t u a l l y no i n d i v i d u a l c a n a f f o r d a t r i p w i t h o u t 

q u a l i f y i n g f o r s p e c i f i c p r o g r a m s p o n s o r s h i p . 

Commonweal t h p r o g r a m s , s u c h as t h e S h a r e d - R i de P r o g r a m 

f o r O l d e r A d u l t s and P e r s ons w i t h D i s a b i l i t i es and t h e 

M e d i c a l As s i s t a n c e T r a n s p o r t a t i on P r o g r a m s u p p o r t 

a c c e s s t o t r a n s p o r t a t i on t o t h o s e who meet p r o g r a m 

c r i t e r i a . 

As f a r e s i n c r e a s e, many o t h e r 

p r o g r a m s o p e r a t i ng on f i x e d b u d g e t s c a n a f f o r d f ewer 

t r i ps f o r c l i e n t s , r e s u l t i ng i n a l ack o f a c c e s s t o 

s e r v i c e s --- b u t i s t h e o n l y a l t e r n a t i ve f o r S h a r e d -

R i dge p r o v i d e r s b e c a u s e t h e r e i s no s o u r c e o f f i x e d 

o p e r a t i n g r e v e n u e a v a i l a b l e . When t h e r e a r e 

u n e x p e c t e d c h a n g e s i n r i d e r s h i p, r e v e n u e t a k e s an 

i m m e d i a t e d i v e b u t f i x e d e x p e n s e s r e m a i n t h e same. 

When o p e r a t i ng c o s t s i n c r e a s e b e c a u s e o f s p i k e s i n 

f u e l o r i ns u r a n c e c o s t s , o u r r e v e n u e c a n n o t meet 

e x p e n s e s . A g e n c i e s l i v e on a s h o e s t r i n g , t r y i n g h a r d 

t o k e e p f a r e s a f f o r d a b l e t o r i d e r s and l o c a l a g e n c i e s . 

A l l p r o v i d e r s h a v e l i mi t e d r e s e r v e s on w h i c h t o f a l l 

b a c k upon when u n e x p e c t e d s p i k e s i n c o s t s o c c u r . 

The Commi s s i on recommended t h a t t h e 

Commonweal t h e v a l u a t e communi t y t r a n s p o r t a t i on t o 

i mprove e f f i c i e n c y and p r o d u c t i v i t y , t o e x p a n d t h e 

s e r v i ce f o r p r o g r a m s o f s t a t e w i de s i g n i f i c a n c e and t o 



c r e a t e a s e r v i ce s t a b i l i z a t i on p r o g r a m f o r communi t y 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . W i t h t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f A c t 44, 

t h e S h a r e d - R i de P r o g r a m f o r P e r s ons w i t h D i s a b i l i t i es 

has e x p a n d e d t o e v e r y c o u n t y i n t h e s t a t e . U n i o n and 

S n y d e r C o u n t i es h a v e s een demand f o r t h i s p r o g r a m 

e x p a n d and PwD r i d e r s h i p now a c c o u n t s f o r t e n p e r c e n t 

o f o u r t o t a l t r i ps , 5 0 p e r c e n t o f w h i c h a r e empl oyment 

r e l a t e d . USTA r i d e r G a r y J a r r e t t , b l i n d s i n c e h i s 

t e e n s , t r a v e l s d a i l y t o r e a c h h i s --- t o r e a c h h i s 

j o b . H i s n e i g h b o r h a d b e e n t r a n s p o r t i n g h i m f o r 

s e v e r a l y e a r s , b u t became u n e m p l o y e d due t o l a y o f f s a t 

t h e f a c t o r y a t w h i c h she w o r k e d . USTA s t e p p e d i n and 

g a v e h i m t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e m a i n g a i n f u l l y e m p l o y e d . 

B e c a u s e o f A c t 44, we've ha d t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o a p p l y f o r S e r v i ce S t a b i l i z a t i on f unds 

w h i c h h a v e b e e n u s e d i n v a r i o u s ways. Many s y s t e m s 

were a b l e t o us e f unds t o s t a b i l i z e b u d g e t s when gas 

p r i c e s s k y r o c k e t e d . Some u s e d t h e f u n d s t o u p g r a d e 

t h e i r t e c h n o l ogy t o i mprove e f f i c i e n c y w i t h t h e 

p u r c h a s e o f GPS t r a c k i ng u n i t s , s o f t w a r e o r 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s y s t e m s . Some r e p l a c e d v e h i c l e s t o 

i n c r e a s e t h e s a f e t y o f t h e i r f l e e t s and r e d u c e t h e 

amount o f m a i n t e n a n c e r e q u i r e d . A l l o f t h e s e t h i n g s 

h a v e h a d a p o s i t i v e i m p a c t on s y s t e m o p e r a t i o n s . To 

c o n t i nue t h e S e r v i ce S t a b i l i z a t i on P r o g r a m , p r o v i d e r s 



n e e d a f orm o f f i x e d r e v e n u e , s i mi l a r t o as s e t 

mai n t e n a n c e d o l l a r s t h a t f i x e d r o u t e t r a n s i t p r o v i d e r s 

r e c e i v e . We must a s s u r e t h a t t h e s a f e t y and 

e f f i c i e n c y o f p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on c o n t i n u e s t o 

i m p r o v e and d o e s n o t d e t e r i o r a t e . 

The r e a s on p e o p l e come t o work f o r 

Communi t y T r a n s p o r t a t i on p r o v i d e r s i s b e c a u s e t h e y 

l i k e what t h e y do, w h i c h i s t o h e l p p e o p l e . The work 

i s m e a n i n g f u l b u t t h e pay i s l o w . I n many s y s t e m s , 

empl o y e r p a i d h e a l t h i ns u r a n c e i s t h e o n l y --- i s o n l y 

a v a i l a b l e t o f u l l - t i me empl o y e e s and us u a l l y n o t t o 

t h e i r f a m i l i e s . I n some c o u n t i e s , d i r e c t o r s o f t h e 

s ys tems a r e c a l l ed upon t o d r i ve t h e bus o r e v e n 

c h a n g e a t i r e . Management i s o f t e n i n v o l v e d i n t h e 

d a y - t o - d a y f r o n t l i ne o p e r a t i ons , l e a v i ng l i t t l e 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r p l a n n i ng, o u t r e a c h t o t h e communi t y o r 

d e v e l o p i n g p a r t n e r s h i p s . C o n t i n u a t i o n o f S e r v i c e 

S t a b i l i z a t i on f u n d i ng i s n e e d e d t o as s i s t p r o v i d e r s 

w i t h s t r a t e g i c p l a n n i ng s o t h a t p r o v i d e r s c a n l ook a t 

ways i n w h i c h t o i mprove s e r v i c e s and e f f i c i e n c i es , 

c o v e r o p e r a t i o n a l e x p e n s es due t o l os s o f r i d e r s h i p 

d u r i ng h a r s h w i n t e r s and a l l ow t h e p r o v i d e r s t o h o l d 

t h e l i ne on f a r e s t h a t a r e b e c o m i ng a b u r d e n t o o u r 

r i d e r s and l o c a l a g e n c i e s . 

Whi l e my comments h a v e f o c u s ed on 



c o m m u n i t y t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , o u r s t a t e ' s f i x e d r o u t e 

p r o v i d e r s a l s o f a c e c h a l l e n g e s . Many a r e p l a n n i n g 

f a r e i n c r e a s e s and e v a l u a t i n g s e r v i c e r e d u c t i o n s . 

CATA i n S t a t e C o l l e g e w i l l r a i s e f a r e s on A u g u s t 1 s t , 

and e v e n t h o u g h t h e i r communi t y bus s e r v i ce has b e e n 

g r o w i ng n e a r l y t e n p e r c e n t a n n u a l l y, t h e y a r e u n a b l e 

t o meet t h e s e r v i c e demands. I f t h e y must b e g i n 

s e r v i ce r e d u c t i ons , t h e i r bus i es t c o r r i d o r s w i l l 

e x p e r i e n c e e v e n more o v e r c r o w d i ng, t o t h e p o i n t o f 

p a s s i n g r i d e r s b e c a u s e t h e bus i s f i l l e d t o c a p a c i t y . 

Wi t h a d e q u a t e f u n d i ng, CATA c o u l d 

o p e r a t e f ewer c r u s h c a p a c i t y bus es by i n c r e a s i ng t h e 

number o f r u n s on t h e i r b u s i e s t c o r r i d o r s . They c o u l d 

e x t e n d t h e i r s e r v i ce t o meet t h e demands i n t h e e v e r -

d e v e l o p i n g a r e a s a t t h e p e r i p h e r y o f t h e c o m m u n i t y . 

And w i t h a d d i t i o n a l c a p i t a l f u n d i ng t h e y c o u l d e x p a n d 

t h e i r s e v e r e l y o v e r c r o w d e d mai n t e n a n c e f a c i l i t y , 

a d v a n c e t h e i r t r a n s i t t e c h n o l ogy i n i t i a t i ve and 

c o m p l e t e t h e i r bus f l e e t r e s t o r a t i o n p r o g r a m . T h i s i s 

j us t one e x a m p l e o f t h e n e e d s , b u t more i m p o r t a n t l y 

t h e o p p o r t u n i t i es c o n f r o n t i ng many o f o u r t r a n s i t 

s y s t e m s . I'm d o n e . Thank you v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u . We h a v e q u e s t i o n s 

f r o m R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G e i s t . 



REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

Q. I h a v e a q u e s t i o n a b o u t S h a r e d 

R i d i n g . I t h i n k i t ' s p r o b a b l y t h e most m i s u n d e r s t o o d 

by t h e l e g i s l a t o r s o f any o f t h e p r o g r a m s t h a t h a v e 

b e e n g o i n g on f o r t h e l a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s . A l o t o f us 

a r e l e a r n i ng more a b o u t i t and hope i t k e e p s w o r k i ng 

as w e l l as i t d o e s . One o f t h e s o l u t i o n s t h a t one o f 

t h e R e p u b l i c a n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s h a d , and I'm n o t g o i n g 

t o g i ve any names , b u t i s t o p u t a B i l l i n t o t a k e a l l 

t h e money away f rom a l l t r a n s i t and p u t i t i n t o 

h i g h w a y s . L i t t l e d o e s he r e a l i z e how much t h e l i s t he 

has was done r e a l l y e a r l y . And I w o u l d hope t h a t y o u r 

o r g a n i z a t i on and o u r s w o u l d work v e r y , v e r y h a r d t o 

e d u c a t e t h e members o f t h e G e n e r a l As s embl y a b o u t 

t h e s e p r o g r a m s , how t h e y work and what a n e c e s s i t y 

t h e y a r e . And any way t h a t you c a n do t h a t , we w o u l d 

r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

MS. ZERBE: 

A. And we w i l l be t r y i n g t o do 

t h a t . We h a v e b e e n t r y i n g t o do t h a t . T h a t ' s one 

t h i ng o u r as s o c i a t i on has r e a l l y b e e n t r y i ng r e a l h a r d 

t o do. I t h i n k s o m e t i m e s i t ' s u n l e s s y o u ' r e s i t t i n g 

r i g h t t h e r e o r you h a v e a p e r s on i n y o u r f ami l y t h a t 

has t h i s n e e d , s o m e t i mes i t j us t l o o k s l i ke t h e l i t t l e 

bus es t h a t a r e f l o a t i ng a r o u n d t h e c o u n t y and n o b o d y 



knows q u i t e what t h e y do and I a g r e e w i t h y o u . One o f 

t h e i s s u e s i s t h a t h o n e s t l y we d o n ' t h a v e money t o 

m a r k e t , t o r e a c h o u t t o o u r communi t i es l i ke we 

s h o u l d . B u t y o u ' r e r i g h t , we s h o u l d be d o i n g a b e t t e r 

j o b w i t h o u r l e g i s l a t o r s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

The C h a i r w o u l d l i ke t o 

i n t r o d u c e C h a i r m a n M i k e S t u r l a who's C h a i r m a n o f t h e 

D e m o c r a t i c P o l i c y C o m m i t t e e . C h a i r m a n S t u r l a , 

w e l c o m e . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: 

Q. Thank y o u . I want t o t a l k a 

l i t t l e b i t a b o u t what C h a i r m a n G e i s t t a l k e d a b o u t . I 

g o t t h a t s ame e m a i l t h i s m o r n i ng, where s omebody 

w a n t e d t o j us t e l i mi n a t e a l l f u n d i ng f o r mas s t r a n s i t 

so t h a t we c o u l d f u n d r o a d s and b r i d g e s . I t h i n k 

maybe t h e y were p u t t i ng i t t o P h i l a d e l p h i a and 

P i t t s b u r g h , g e t t i n g b r i d g e s done i n t h e i r d i s t r i c t . I 

s aw a r e p o r t r e c e n t l y t h a t t a l k e d a b o u t mas s t r a n s i t 

and t h e S t a t e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . And as you p o i n t o u t 

i n y o u r t e s t i m o n y , a l l 67 c o u n t i e s h a v e a mass t r a n s i t 

s ys tem, a l t h o u g h o n l y a b o u t t h r e e c o u n t i es u n d e r s t a n d 

t h a t t h e y a c t u a l l y h a v e i t . 

And what I f ound s t r i k i ng i n 

t h a t r e p o r t was t h e y t a l k e d a b o u t t h e s ubs i dy p e r 



r i d e r . And much t o my a s t o n i s h m e n t , b e c a u s e a l l t h e s e 

y e a r s I ' v e b e e n t o l d t h a t P h i l a d e l p h i a h a d t h i s 

g r e a t s u c k i n g s o u n d . We s u b s i d i z e r i d e r s i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a i n t h e S EPTA s ys tem, w h i c h i s t h e 

s o u t h e a s t e r n p a r t o f t h e s t a t e , a b o u t $2 p e r r i d e r . 

When you g e t i n t o t h e more r u r a l a r e a s o f t h e s t a t e , 

i t ' s a b o u t $15 p e r r i d e r . And y e t I ' v e a l w a y s b e e n 

t o l d t h a t t h e s o u t h e a s t e r n p a r t o f t h e s t a t e was 

t a k i n g a l l t h e money, now g r a n t e d t h e r e ' s a l o t o f 

r i d e r s , b u t t h a t a l l t h e money was g o i ng t h e r e and 

none o f t h e money was g o i n g t o t h e r u r a l a r e a s . Can 

y o u , y o u know, h e l p p e r s u a d e us o f t h a t a l i t t l e b i t ? 

MS. ZERBE: 

A. W e l l , y o u ' r e r i g h t . S h a r e d R i d e 

i s p o s s i b l y w e're a l l c o v e r i n g l o n g . We h a v e 

b i g g e r a r e a s t o c o v e r w i t h b i g g e r a r e a s t o c o v e r 

w i t h f e w e r p e o p l e . We d o n ' t h a v e t h e numbers t h a t a 

c i t y w o u l d h a v e . What I v i e w as t h e c h a l l e n g e i s t h a t 

we do h a v e some r e s o u r c e s , we h a v e b u s e s . We d o n ' t 

h a v e t h e o p e r a t i ng s ys tems , o u r f u n d i ng i s s l i g h t l y 

d i f f e r e n t , s o t h e r e g u l a r p e r s on o f f t h e s t r e e t 

d o e s n ' t h a v e t h e a b i l i t y t o a f f o r d r i d e s so t h a t maybe 

we c o u l d b u i l d up o t h e r r i d e r s h i p . Our p r o g r a m , t h e 

S h a r e d R i d e p r o g r a m i s s u i t e d i t ' s a f f o r d a b l e t o 

p e o p l e who f i t u n d e r c e r t a i n c r i t e r i a . 



My p e r s o n a l o p i n i on i s t h a t we t e l l 

them how t o u s e t h e p r o g r a m some way. B e c a u s e we h a v e 

r e s o u r c e s o u t t h e r e , we h a v e bus es , and many p e o p l e 

w i l l s a y t h e y a r e n ' t as f i l l e d as t h e y s h o u l d b e . And 

I w o u l d a g r e e w i t h t h a t . So t h e r e i s money c o m i n g t o 

o u r c o u n t y , t h e r e ' s no q u e s t i o n a b o u t t h a t . I t ' s j u s t 

t h a t i t ' s d i r e c t e d t o p e o p l e t h a t f a l l u n d e r c e r t a i n 

c r i t e r i a . E l d e r l y , d i s a b l e d , l o w i n c o m e . And so 

t h e r e a r e o t h e r p e o p l e o u t t h e r e t h a t n e e d t h a t r i d e . 

And as t h e g e n t l eman i n o u r c o u n t y who i s b l i nd who 

us ed h i s n e i g h b o r t o go t o work and now he r i d e s t h e 

bus b e c a u s e h i s n e i g h b o r l o s t h e r j o b . 

S o t h e c o s t p e r p e r s on i s 

d e f i n i t e l y h i g h e r t h a n t h a t i n u r b a n a r e a s . B u t t h e r e 

i s n o t money a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c i n a 

r u r a l c o u n t y . T h a t ' s what I w o u l d s a y t h e d i f f e r e n c e 

i s . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: 

Okay. Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u . We a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

D i d Mr. P a l o a r r i v e ? Then w e ' l l move on t o t h e 

S u s q u e h a n n a E c o n o m i c D e v e l o p m e n t A s s o c i a t i o n - C o u n c i l 

o f G o v e r n m e n t s , J o i n t R a i l A u t h o r i t y , Mr. J e f f S t o v e r . 

I ' l l a s k y ou t o t a l k t o p u l l t h e m i c up v e r y c l o s e 



and t a l k r i g h t i n t o i t , s i r . Thank y o u . 

MR. STOVER: 

Thank y o u , C h a i rman M a r k o s ek, 

C h a i rman G e i s t , C h a i rman S t u r l a, members o f t h e 

C o m m i t t e e . I'm J e f f S t o v e r , E x e c u t i v e D i r e c t o r o f t h e 

SEDA-COG J o i n t R a i l A u t h o r i t y and I'm h e r e t o t a l k 

a b o u t a c t u a l l y o u r mode o f t r a n s p o r t a t i on i s d o i ng 

q u i t e w e l l , w h i c h i s r a i l t r a n s p o r t , b u t a l s o how i t 

c o u l d mi t i g a t e t h e n e e d f o r h i ghway i n v e s t m e n t s t h a t 

y o u ' r e w r e s t l i n g w i t h . F o r t h o s e who a r e n o t aware o f 

what t h e J o i n t R a i l A u t h o r i t y i s , S EDA-COG J o i n t R a i l 

A u t h o r i t y c o n s i s t s o f e i g h t c o u n t i e s . I t ' s a m u l t i -

c o u n t y a u t h o r i t y o f one o f t h e c o u n t i e s y o u ' r e s i t t i n g 

i n h e r e , C l i n t o n C o u n t y . We own 200 m i l e s o f t r a c k . 

S o t h e muni c i p a l a u t h o r i t y owns t h e r a i l s t r u c t u r e and 

i t ' s o p e r a t e d by a p r i v a t e c o n c e r n , f i v e o p e r a t i n g 

c o m p a n i e s . L a s t y e a r a b o u t 25,000 c a r l o a d s were 

moved down t h e l i nes and a b o u t 7 5 c u s t o m e r s t h a t 

e m p l o y e d 10,000 j o b s . M o s t o f t h e c o m m u n i t i e s i n o u r 

a r e a , w h i c h s t r e t c h e s f r o m B e r w i c k ( p h o n e t i c ) on t h e 

e a s t and T y r o n e on t h e wes t , t h o s e j obs a r e us u a l l y 

among t h e b e s t o f t h o s e c o m m u n i t i e s . 

I d o n ' t t h i n k I h a v e t o t e l l t h e 

Commi t t e e t h a t P e n n s y l v a n i a f o r many y e a r s has b e e n 

t h e l e a d e r i n i n v e s t i n g i n r a i l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . I n 



t h e c u r r e n t b u d g e t y e a r , a b o u t $9.5 m i l l i o n f o r t h e 

R a i l F r e i g h t A s s i s t a n c e P r o g r a m and $30 m i l l i o n i n t h e 

r a i l c a p i t a l b u d g e t o r t h e TAP, T r a n s p o r t a t i on 

A s s i s t a n c e P r o g r a m . I t h i n k t h a t i t ' s b e e n p r e t t y 

w e l l d o c u m e n t e d t h a t t h e pay b a c k t o t h e Commonweal t h 

f o r t h o s e f a i r l y modes t i n v e s t m e n t s h a v e b e e n p r e t t y 

s t e l l a r and I t h i nk i t s hows up i n t h e r e p o r t c a r d , 

w h i c h w e ' l l t a l k a b o u t i n a moment. 

What's i n t e r e s t i n g i s a l t h o u g h 

P e n n s y l v a n i a h a s b e e n a l e a d e r . And I w o u l d p u t 

up b o t h t h o s e p r o g r a m s up a g a i ns t any o t h e r e c o n o m i c 

d e v e l o p m e n t p r o g r a m t h e Commonwealth h a s , w h e t h e r i t ' s 

DCD o r T r a n s p o r t a t i on, t h a t I t h i nk money i s c o m i ng 

b a c k t o t h e Commonwealth. What's i n t e r e s t i n g , i f y o u 

l ook a t t h e TI GER I g r a n t s t h i s l as t y e a r , t h e f eds 

ha v e f i n a l l y g o t i t and o v e r $ 2 0 0 mi l l i on i s g o i ng 

i n t o CSX and NS as w e l l as some s h o r t l i n e s , so I 

t h i n k t h a t ' s p r e t t y s i g n i f i c a n t . 

I f y o u l ook a t t h e r e p o r t c a r d , w h i c h 

I know you a l l h a v e s e e n , r a i l g o t a B and h i ghways a 

D-. I'm n o t h e r e t o s a y s i n c e r a i l ' s d o i n g so w e l l , 

y o u s h i f t some o f t h e r a i l money t o h i g h w a y s . To t h e 

c o n t r a r y . I n f a c t , i f y o u l o o k a t t h e l i t t l e t a b l e on 

my t e s t i mony t h e r e , y o u c a n s ee what t h e i m p a c t s o v e r 

t h e l a s t two y e a r s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s i n v e s t m e n t i n 



r a i l s t r u c t u r e s , i n t e r m s o f a d d i t i o n a l moni es 

l e v e r a g e d , j obs and h i ghways --- t r u c k s o f f t h e 

h i g h w a y s . T h a t ' s r e a l l y i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e what r a i l 

f r e i g h t d o e s , i t t a k e s a l o a d o f f t h e h i g h w a y . 

What I mean by l oad i s , l i t e r a l l y i n 

t e r m s o f t o n n a g e and d o l l a r s . My message t o d a y i s 

p r e t t y d a r n s i mpl e and I t h i nk as t h e b u d g e t s hows us , 

a t l e a s t t h e p a r t t h a t I ' v e s e e n , i s t h a t i f y o u k e e p 

r a i l f u n d i ng where i t i s a t a mi n i mum, I t h i nk y o u c a n 

make a s o l i d c a s e, a c t u a l l y i n c r e a s e i t , and t h a t 

c l u es y o u e n o u g h --- you c a n s ee t h a t , b u t I t h i nk 

t h a t i n r e c e n t y e a r r a i l f r e i g h t h a s done v e r y w e l l as 

f a r as f u n d i n g . 

A l s o up h e r e i n c e n t r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a, 

r a i l ' s p l a y i n g a p r e t t y b i g r o l e i n M a r c e l l u s S h a l e 

gas i n t e r m s o f t h e . I l e a r n e d a new w o r d 

r e c e n t l y , i t ' s c a l l e d p r o p p a n t s , P-R-O-P-P-A-N-T-S. 

And t h a t ' s what we u s e d t o c a l l a f r a c k s i t e . V a r i o u s 

p a r t i c l e s a r e p u t i n f r a c k i n g , t h e y ' r e c a l l e d 

p r o p p a n t s and t h a t ' s what r e a l l y w e 're c a r r y i n g q u i t e 

a b i t o f , as w e l l as p i p e and o t h e r c h e m i c a l s . And as 

we s p e a k , a b o u t t h r e e r a i l r o a d s i t e s a r e b e i ng 

c o n s t r u c t e d on o u r s y s t e m . 

I ' d l e t t h e r e s t o f my t e s t i m o n y 

s t a n d on i t s own, b u t I , y o u know, b e l i eve t h a t r a i l 



f r e i g h t r e a l l y i s p a r t o f t h e b a l a n c e d s y s t e m . I 

t h i nk t h a t p r o b a b l y t h e r a n k and f i l e we n e e d t o be 

t a l k i ng --- b e c a u s e I t h i nk t h e Commi t t e e p r e t t y w e l l 

i s a w a r e , b u t i t ' s m i t i g a t i n g what t h e n e e d s a r e t o be 

on t h e h i g h w a y s i d e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Thank y o u , Mr. S t o v e r . And I 

a g r e e w i t h you t h a t r a i l has done v e r y w e l l and 

d e s e r v e s t h e h i g h r a t e t h a t i t g o t . The o t h e r t h i n g 

i s a l o t o f t h e p r i v a t e f r e i g h t r a i l f o l ks p u t a l o t 

o f t h e i r own money i n t o t h e i r s t r u c t u r e as w e l l . Does 

y o u r o r g a n i z a t i on h a v e any k i nd o f f o r m a l 

p r o n o u n c e m e n t s t h a t w o u l d s u p p o r t t h e k i nds o f t h i ngs 

t h a t w e're t r y i n g t o do h e r e on t h e s t a t e l e v e l 

r e l a t i ve t o t h e i n c r e a s e i n us e r f e e s , f o r l ack o f a 

b e t t e r , you know, s o f t e r w o r d t o a t t a c h t o t h e f e e s ? 

Does y o u r o r g a n i z a t i on h a v e any k i nd o f f o r m a l s u p p o r t 

f o r t h a t ? And a l s o d o e s y o u r o r g a n i z a t i on h a v e 

a n y t h i ng t o s ay a b o u t t h e p o t e n t i a l o f a M a r c e l l us us e 

t a x t h e r e s i n c e t h a t i s a b i g s o u r c e o f , you know, a 

l o t o f y o u r new bus i nes s , b u t i t has a l s o b e e n a 

s o u r c e o f a l o t o f t h e r o a d and b r i dge mai n t e n a n c e 

p r o b l ems and c o u l d v e r y w e l l grow i n t o t h a t as w e l l ? 

Any comments r e l a t i ve t o t h o s e m a t t e r s ? 

MR. STOVER: 



A. I know t h e r a i l w a y has n o t 

has commented on t h e f i n a n c i a l n e e d s on t h e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s i d e b e c a u s e t h e y ' r e p r e t t y n a r r o w i n 

i t s f o c u s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , SEDA C o u n c i l o f 

G o v e r n m e n t s , w h i c h c o v e r s o u r 1 1 - c o u n t y a r e a , w h i c h i s 

more b r o a d - b a s ed as what --- p a r t o f i t s o p pos i t i on t o 

t h e t o l l i n g o f I - 8 0 , d i d s a y i t p a s s e d two r e s o l u t i o n s 

t h a t s p o k e t o an e q u i t a b l e s y s t e m . And I'm s p e a k i n g 

p e r s o n a l l y as a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r o f e s s i o n a l . And I 

l o o k e d a t C h a i r m a n G e i s t ' s p r o p o s a l r e c e n t l y o f t h e 

v a r i o u s some u n i q u e I t h i n k t h a t e v e r y t h i n g ' s 

on t h e t a b l e . A t t h e end o f t h e d a y , I t h i n k t h a t t h e 

gas t a x has t o be l o o k e d a t and n o b o d y w a n t s t o do 

t h a t . B u t p r o b a b l y w e're g o i n g t o h a v e t o l o o k a t i t . 

And I'm s u r e I'm n o t t e l l i n g y o u s o m e t h i n g you d o n ' t 

know. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. W e l l , n o b o d y w i l l h a v e a t o u g h e r 

d e c i s i on t h a n us , r e l a t i ve t o t h a t , b u t we c e r t a i n l y 

a p p r e c i a t e any s u p p o r t we c a n g e t f rom y o u r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . C h a i r m a n G e i s t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

Q. Thank you v e r y much. I t h o u g h t 

I ' d make a l i t t l e a n n o u n c e m e n t h e r e b e c a u s e when 

y o u ' r e t a l k i n g a b o u t r a i l , a g o o d f r i e n d o f m ine who's 



one o f t h e i n v e s t o r s i n EMD, t h e s u p p o r t t h e y b r o u g h t 

o u t by t h e h i ghway i s c e r t a i n l y --- t h e y a d d e d o v e r 

$25 m i l l i o n t h r o u g h EMD, and i t s s t r a i g h t c a s h d e a l . 

So I t h i n k t h a t t h a t ' s an i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e k i n d o f 

i n v e s t m e n t s b e i ng made on t h e r a i l and h i ghway 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u t u r e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you v e r y much. We 

a p p r e c i a t e i t . Okay. N e x t i s t h e N o r t h C e n t r a l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n T a s k f o r c e , Mr. 

e x c u s e me, Ms. K e r i A l b r i g h t , p r e s i d e n t and c h i e f 

e x e c u t i ve o f f i c e r o f t h e G r e a t e r S us q u e h a n n a V a l l ey 

U n i t e d Way. Ms. A l b r i g h t ? Welcome. 

MS. ALBRIGHT: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

P u l l t h e m i c c l o s e r . T h a t ' s 

v e r y g o o d . You h a v e f i v e m i n u t e s t o make y o u r 

s t a t e m e n t . 

MS. ALBRIGHT: 

A l l r i g h t . Thank y o u . I'm K e r i 

A l b r i g h t and I'm h e r e t o o f f e r comments on b e h a l f o f 

b o t h t h e C o u n t y o f N o r t h u m b e r l and and a r e l a t i v e l y new 

c o l l a b o r a t i ve g r o u p c a l l ed t h e N o r t h C e n t r a l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n T a s k f o r c e . B e f o r e 



I s p e a k r e g a r d i ng t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e t a s k f o r c e , I 

w o u l d l i ke t o s h a r e a f ew comments on b e h a l f o f t h e 

C o m m i s s i o n e r s o f N o r t h u m b e r l a n d C o u n t y . 

The Commi s s i o n e r s , o f c o u r s e, do 

b e l i eve t h a t a f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s i s l oomi ng f o r t h e 

s t a t e ' s p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and s t a t e h i g h w a y and 

b r i d g e s y s t e m s . They b e l i e v e t h e s t e a d y d e c r e a s e i n 

f u n d i n g a v a i l a b l e u n d e r A c t 44 i s n e g a t i v e l y i m p a c t i n g 

t h e i r a b i l i t y t o i mprove t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys tems i n 

t h e c o u n t y . A p r e s s i n g e x a m p l e o f t h i s i s t h e 

d i f f i c u l t y e x p e r i e n c e d i n m o v i ng f o r w a r d t h e C e n t r a l 

S u s q u e h a n n a V a l l e y F r e e w a y p r o j e c t , o f w h i c h I'm s u r e 

y o u ' r e a l l f a m i l i a r . A l t h o u g h f u n d i n g was c o m m i t t e d 

f o r t h e d e s i gn c o m p l e t i on o f t h e n o r t h e r n s e c t i on, t h e 

n e e d t o i d e n t i f y a s ubs t a n t i a l p o r t i on o f t h e 5 0 0 

mi l l i on r e m a i n i ng and r e q u i r e d t o c o m p l e t e t h e p r o j e c t 

s t i l l p e r s i s t s . We f e e l i n a c t i o n h e r e i s n o t 

a c c e p t a b l e . I n t h r e e d e c a d e s , t h e p r o m i n e n c e o f t h i s 

i s s u e h as n o t d i m i n i s h e d , b u t i n c r e a s e d i n u r g e n c y . 

A s e c o n d e x a m p l e i s t h e c o n t i n u i ng 

n e e d t o m a i n t a i n l o c a l b r i d g e s . D e s i g n p o l i c i e s w o u l d 

c u r r e n t l y f a v o r f u l l r e p l a c ement o v e r r e h a b i l i t a t i on 

o r r e p a i r o f e x i s t i n g b r i d g e s . The f u r t h e r i n c l u s i o n 

o f us age, c o n t e x t and l and us e i n t h e s e d e c i s i ons t o 

a l l ow w i d e r us e o f r e h a b i l i t a t i on w i t h o u t t h e c o u n t y 



t o s t r e t c h s c a r c e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n d o l l a r s . T h i s 

w o u l d a l s o s e r v e t o r e l i eve s ome o f t h e p r e s s u r e on 

t h e e b b i ng f l ow o f l i q u i d f u e l s f u n d i ng, w h i c h p r e s s es 

t h e c o u n t y e v e n f u r t h e r i n f u n d i ng l o c a l and r e g i o n a l 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n e e d s . 

I n s ummary, t h e c o u n t y w o u l d as k f o r 

g r e a t e r f l e x i b i l i t y i n how f u n d i ng i s a l l o c a t e d t o 

i n c l u d e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f b r i d g e s as w e l l . 

S w i t c h i n g g e a r s now, I'm a l s o h e r e t o 

s pea k on b e h a l f o f N o r t h C e n t r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a P u b l i c 

T r a n s p o r t a t i on Tas k f o r c e , whos e work f o c u s es on s i x 

c o u n t i es , i n c l u d i ng S n y d e r , L y c o m i ng, M o n t o u r , U n i on, 

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d and C o l u m b i a . T h i s g r o u p was b o r n two 

y e a r s ago o u t o f r e s e a r c h p e r f ormed i n S n y d e r and 

N o r t h u m b e r l a n d C o u n t i e s . One o f s e v e r a l m a j o r a r e a s 

o f c o n c e r n i n o u r r e g i on was t h e l ack o f a c c e s s i b l e, 

e f f i c i e n t and a f f o r d a b l e means o f p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f o r e v e r y o n e . The S h a r e d R i d e p r o g r a m , 

f o r e x a m p l e, Wel f a r e t o Work and P e r s ons w i t h 

D i s a b i l i t i es p r o v i de r e d u c e d f a r e s t o c o n s umers who 

q u a l i f y f o r t h e s e p r o g r a m s as Ms. Z e r b e s a i d . 

H o w e v e r , f o r many r e s i d e n t s who d o n ' t q u a l i f y , t h e 

f a r e s a r e n o t a f f o r d a b l e , t h e s e r v i c e s d o n ' t e x t e n d t o 

a s e t s c h e d u l e where p e o p l e c a n r i de a n y w h e r e t h e y 

d e s i r e w i t h i n o u r s i x - c o u n t y r e g i o n . 



Our t a s k f o r c e s e e k s t o p u t i n p l a c e a 

r e g i o n a l p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys tem t h a t c o m p l ements 

t h e S h a r e d R i de s e r v i c e s c u r r e n t l y p r o v i d e d by 

c o u n t i e s i n d i v i d u a l l y . T h i s s y s t e m w o u l d s e r v e t h o s e 

who s p o k e up i n t h e r e s e a r c h , t h e t e e n s who w o u l d l i ke 

t h e f r e e d o m who l i ve i n v e r y r u r a l a r e a s t o go 

s h o p p i ng o r a t t e n d r e c r e a t i o n a l o r c u l t u r a l 

a c t i v i t i es , s e n i o r s who c o n t i nue t o p u r s ue i n d e p e n d e n t 

l i f e s t y l e s , e m p l o y e e s w i t h o u t d r i v e r ' s l i c e n s e s who 

n e e d t o c o n t i nue t o work o r t h e y r i s k b e c o m i ng a 

g r e a t e r b u r d e n i n o u r communi t i es , empl o y e e s who h a v e 

s e t work s c h e d u l es who c o u l d us e p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

t o s t r e t c h t h e i r hous e h o l d b u d g e t o r s i mpl y t h e l ow-

i ncome f ami l y who c a n n o t p r a c t i c a l l y a f f o r d t h e i r own 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

The n e e d s v o i c e d i n t h i s r e s e a r c h 

s p e a k t o a c r i s i s i n o u r p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on where 

we p r o v i de a s ys tem f o r e v e r y o n e b u t t h e n b u r d e n i t 

w i t h c o s t s , r e g u l a t i o n s and r e q u i r e m e n t s ; where p l a c e s 

o u t o f r e a c h , i t s u s e j u s t b e y o n d I'm s o r r y , where 

p l a c e s us i ng t h e p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on c u r r e n t l y i n 

e x i s t e n c e i s f a r o u t o f r e a c h --- as f a r o u t o f r e a c h 

as t h e c a r t h a t i t s e e k s t o be an a l t e r n a t i v e t o . 

P a r t o f t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e a l s o i n c l u d e s obs t a c l es 

p l a c e d b e t w e e n , p r o v i d i ng t r y i ng t o work t o g e t h e r t o 



meet t h o s e n e e d s i n a more a c c e s s i b l e way. 

Our g r o u p f e e l s s t r o n g l y t h a t we n e e d 

t o t a k e a c t i o n , and t h a t ' s why w e're w o r k i n g 

r e g i o n a l l y a c r o s s s i x c o u n t i es --- I know t h a t t h i s i s 

r a r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a --- w i t h s e r v i ce p r o v i d e r s , 

g o v e r n m e n t o r g a n i z a t i ons , e d u c a t i on and h e a l t h c a r e 

p r o v i d e r s and communi t y s e r v i ce g r o u p s t o c r e a t e a 

s ys tem where r e s i d e n t s c a n b e t t e r a c c e s s empl oyment, 

e d u c a t i o n a l , m e d i c a l and s o c i a l s e r v i ce n e e d s i n a 

c o s t - e f f e c t i v e and e f f i c i e n t manner. 

R e c e n t l y t h e Tas k f o r c e c h a r g e d a 

p r o f es s i o n a l c o n s u l t a n t t o do a g u i d e l i ne f e a s i b i l i t y 

as s es s ment t o i d e n t i f y a d d i t i o n a l a r e a s o f n e e d e d 

s e r v i c e s , p o c k e t s o f p o t e n t i a l r i d e r s h i p, d e s t i n a t i ons 

t h a t a r e n o t y e t known t o us , ways t h a t o u r c u r r e n t 

s t r u c t u r e s c a n c u r r e n t l y work t o g e t h e r r e g i o n a l l y and 

u l t i m a t e l y t o d e t e r m i ne i f a l l o f t h i s c a n be r o l l ed 

up u n d e r one r e g i o n a l t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys tem t h a t i s 

f i n a n c i a l l y s u s t a i n a b l e . We a s k f o r y o u r s u p p o r t i n 

m a k i ng s u r e t h a t p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on i s as 

m e a n i n g f u l and l as t i ng f o r o u r r u r a l r e s i d e n t s as i t 

i s i n o u r u r b a n a r e a s . Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Okay. Thank you v e r y much, and 

we a g r e e t h a t --- w e l l , mos t o f us a g r e e , anyway, t h a t 



p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t , as has b e e n 

m e n t i o n e d h e r e . S o m e t i m e s t h e r u r a l f o l k s d o n ' t 

u n d e r s t a n d how i m p o r t a n t mas s t r a n s i t o r p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s t o them t o o . I t seems an u r b a n 

a r e a , P h i l a d e l p h i a / P i t t s b u r g h , k i n d o f a t h i n g . What 

you m e n t i o ned h e r e i n g e t t i ng t o g e t h e r t h e r e g i on 

h e r e , d o e s t h a t i n c l ude p u t t i ng s ome p r e s s u r e on t h e 

r e g i o n a l l e g i s l a t o r s and s t a t e s e n a t o r s ? B e c a u s e i n a 

w o r d , we're h e r e t r y i n g t o r e a l l y c o n v i n c e somebody 

and e d u c a t e t h e p u b l i c as t o t h e v a s t n e e d s o f 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on t h a t we h a v e , n o t o n l y t h e mas s t r a n s i t 

b u t a l s o f o r r o a d s and b r i d g e s , j us t l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n u s e . What a c t i v i t i e s o r do you h a v e 

any a c t i v i t i es p l a n n e d t o a p p r o a c h y o u r d e l e g a t i on, t o 

t h e Hous e and S e n a t e t h a t r e p r e s e n t t h o s e c o u n t i es , 

w i t h t h e i d e a ? 

MS. ALBRIGHT: 

A. R i g h t . We're r e l a t i v e l y y o u n g , 

as I ' v e s a i d , and t h e f e a s i b i l i t y s t u d y j u s t g o t u n d e r 

way i n A p r i l . I ' v e g o t two o f my c o - T a s k f o r c e members 

h e r e , Mark Muraws k i and T i m S a y l o r --- a c t u a l l y, C i ndy 

Z e r b e as w e l l i n t h e a u d i e n c e . The f e a s i b i l i t y s t u d y 

w i l l b r i ng f o r t h t h e n e e d and s us t a i n a b i l i t y , t h e 

f e a s i b i l i t y o f a t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m . W i t h t h a t 

i n f o r m a t i o n , w e ' l l do w h a t e v e r we n e e d t o do t o t r y t o 



make i t h a p p e n r e g i o n a l l y . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. T h a t ' s g r e a t . We n e e d a l l t h e 

h e l p we c a n g e t . We're n o t t h e m a j o r i t y o f v o t e s 

h e r e , s o we n e e d f o l ks p a r t i c u l a r l y i n r u r a l a r e a s i n 

t h e l e g i s l a t i ve s ys tem, t h o s e who f e e l s t r o n g l y a b o u t 

t h e mass t r a n s i t and p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I d o n ' t 

se e any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s , so t h a n k y o u v e r y much. 

MS. ALBRIGHT: 

Thank y o u v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. The P e n n s y l v a n i a M o t o r 

T r u c k A s s o c i a t i o n , Sam L a n s b e r r y . I s Sam h e r e ? Y e s . 

Sam, w e l c o m e . Good t o s e e you a g a i n . 

MR. LANSBERRY: 

Thank y o u . Good t o s e e you 

a g a i n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

You h a v e f i v e m i n u t e s , s i r , and 

you may p r o c e e d . 

MR. LANSBERRY: 

Good a f t e r n o o n , g e n t l e m e n . My 

name i s Sam u e l L a n s b e r r y . I'm P r e s i d e n t o f Sam u e l J . 

L a n s b e r r y , I n c o r p o r a t e d , a h a u l e r o f d r y b u l k 

c o m m o d i t i e s l o c a t e d i n W o o d l a n d , P e n n s y l v a n i a . My 



company o p e r a t e s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 75 t o 100 dump t r u c k s 

and dump and p n e u m a t i c t r a i l e r s a t v a r i ous t i mes o f 

t h e y e a r . We t r a v e l t h r o u g h o u t t h e Commonwealth and 

s u r r o u n d i n g s t a t e s . The n e e d f o r a w e l l - b u i l t and 

w e l l -mai n t a i n e d t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys tem t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

Commonweal t h i s c r i t i c a l f o r t h e s a f e, e f f i c i e n t and 

e c o n o m i c a l movement o f go o d s and p r o p e r t y . C r u m b l i n g 

r o a d s and b r i d g e s c r e a t e uns a f e c o n d i t i ons f o r o u r 

d r i v e r s , n e c e s s i t a t e a d d i t i o n a l r e p a i r s t o o u r t r u c k s 

and t r a i l e r s and s h o r t e n t h e l i f e o f t r u c k s , 

e s p e c i a l l y t i r e s and s u s p e n s i o n p a r t s . The o t h e r 

e f f e c t s o f b a d r o a d s a r e a c c i d e n t s , d e l a y s , d e t o u r s 

and c o n g e s t i o n . 

I and my f e l l o w t r u c k e r s r e c o g n i z e 

t h e f u n d i ng c r i s i s t h a t p r e s e n t l y e x i s t s t o r e p a i r and 

r e p l a c e o u r r o a d s and b r i d g e s . We h a v e a l w a y s 

a d v o c a t e d a f a i r and e q u i t a b l e s o u r c e o f a d d i t i o n a l 

f u n d i ng f o r PennDOT f o r t h e s e p u r p o s es ; h o w e v e r , t h i s 

a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i ng mus t be p a i d by a l l us e r s o f o u r 

h i g h w a y s y s t e m , n o t j u s t a few i n a s e l e c t e d a r e a . 

T h i s a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i ng s h o u l d o n l y be us ed f o r t h e 

r e p a i r , r e b u i l d i ng and r e p l a c ement o f r o a d s and 

b r i d g e s o r f o r b u i l d i n g new r o a d s and b r i d g e s . We 

oppos e t h e t o l l i ng o f e x i s t i ng h i ghways , es p e c i a l l y 

t h o s e a l r e a d y b u i l t w i t h o u r t a x money. The a c t o f 



t o l l i ng an e x i s t i ng h i ghway has s o much e x p e n s e and 

t i me d e l ay as s o c i a t e d w i t h i t t h a t i t w o u l d t a k e 

s e v e r a l y e a r s t o b e g i n a p o s i t i ve c a s h f l ow t o w a r d i t s 

i n i t i a l p u r p o s e . 

F o r t h e p a s t two o r t h r e e y e a r s , 

we've b e e n e n g a g e d i n an e x e r c i s e o f m u s i c a l c h a i r s 

c o n s i s t i n g o f l e a s e t h e T u r n p i k e , t o l l I-80 f o r t h e 

T u r n p i k e , a g a i n l e a s e t h e T u r n p i k e and t o l l I-80 f o r 

t h e T u r n p i k e , a l l t o no a v a i l . I n t h e m e a n t i m e , t h e 

i s s u e o f t h e $460 m i l l i o n a n n u a l l y t h e G o v e r n o r n e e d s 

i n a d d i t i o n a l f u n d s h as gone u n r e s o l v e d . W e l l o v e r $1 

b i l l i o n , p o s s i b l y $1.5 b i l l i o n , c o u l d h a v e a l r e a d y 

b e e n c o l l e c t e d h a d t h e l e g i s l a t u r e i n c r e a s ed t h e f u e l 

t a x t e n c e n t s p e r g a l l o n when t h i s a l l s t a r t e d . 

The mos t p r a c t i c a l way t o r a i s e 

r e v e n u e i s w i t h an a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d f u e l t a x i n c r e a s e . 

I t c a n be done q u i c k l y, i s f a i r t o a l l m o t o r i s t s and 

i t d o e s n o t r e q u i r e any a d d i t i o n a l e x p e n s e o f 

c o l l e c t i o n . The c h a n g e o f f u e l t a x r a t e f o r 

c o l l e c t i on and r e p o r t i ng w i l l be a o n e - t i me 

admi n i s t r a t i ve c h a n g e f o r b o t h s t a t e and f o r t h e 

c o m p a n i es , much l es s c o m p l i c a t e d t h a n t h e a l mos t d a i l y 

p r i ce f l u c t u a t i ons f o r f u e l and gas we h a v e 

e x p e r i e n c e d t h e p a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s . 

T r u c k s f rom a l l s t a t e s and 



C a n a d i an p r o v i n c e s w i l l pay t h e i r f a i r s h a r e b e c a u s e 

t h e y mus t be r e g i s t e r e d u n d e r t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l F u e l 

Tax A g r e e m e n t , known as I F T A . I f t h e y d o n ' t buy f u e l 

i n P e n n s y l v a n i a, P e n n s y l v a n i a w i l l s t i l l r e c e i ve t h e 

p r o p e r amount o f t a x f rom t h e i r home s t a t e e v e r y 

q u a r t e r . F o r t h e p a s t t h r e e y e a r s , P e n n s y l v a n i a has 

r e c e i v e d $ 1 1 8 mi l l i on f rom o t h e r s t a t e s f o r I FTA f u e l 

t a x j u s t on f u e l n o t b o u g h t i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . F o r t h e 

same p e r i o d o f t i m e , P e n n s y l v a n i a c o l l e c t e d $1.3 

b i l l i o n f o r f u e l f r a n c h i s e t a x and o v e r $3.6 b i l l i o n 

l i q u i d f u e l s t a x . 

I w o u l d l i ke t o p o i n t o u t t h a t a f u e l 

t a x i n c r e a s e i s a d a i l y e x p e n s e t h a t c a n be b u i l t i n t o 

a c a r r i e r ' s r a t e s and b u d g e t . I t i s e q u a l f o r a l l 

c a r r i e r s u s i n g P e n n s y l v a n i a r o a d s . A f u e l t a x 

i n c r e a s e w i l l n o t d i v e r t t r a f f i c f rom I n t e r s t a t e 

h i g h w a y s t o s e c o n d a r y r o a d s as w o u l d t o l l s . T r a f f i c 

w i l l c o n t i nue t o us e I n t e r s t a t e h i ghways and mul t i -

l ane f r e e w a y s i ns u r i ng no i n c r e a s e i n damage and 

c o n g e s t i on t o s e c o n d a r y r o a d s and s mal l t o w n s w h i c h 

w o u l d h a p p e n i f any I n t e r s t a t e h i ghways were t o be 

t o l l e d . 

I n c o n s i d e r i ng o t h e r ways t o i n c r e a s e 

r e v e n u e , I w o u l d u r g e you n o t t o i n c r e a s e r e g i s t r a t i on 

f e e s b e c a u s e r e g i s t r a t i on t i me i s a r e a l c r i s i s f o r 



mos t c a r r i e r s , and t h a t i s t h e t i me when many 

c o m p a n i e s e i t h e r e l e c t t o d o w n s i z e o r q u i t . As f a r as 

a t o n - m i l e t a x i s c o n c e r n e d , i mpl e m e n t a t i on w o u l d t a k e 

a l o t o f t i m e and be d i f f i c u l t . P l u s , a n o t h e r 

c o m p l e t e s e t o f r e p o r t s w o u l d n e e d t o be c o m p l e t e d and 

a d m i n i s t e r e d . T h i s t a x i s i l l a d v i s e d . 

T h e r e f o r e , I b e l i eve t h e ans wer t o 

t h e f u n d i ng c r i s i s i s t o i n c r e a s e t h e f u e l t a x by 

$0.10 p e r g a l l o n f o r a l l h i g h w a y f u e l s . T h i s i s t h e 

l e a s t e x p e n s i ve t o c o l l e c t , i t i s t h e f as t e s t t o 

i m p l e m e n t ; i t s h a r e s t h e b u r d e n most e v e n l y and i s t h e 

l e a s t p a i n f u l t o h i g h w a y u s e r s . 

Thank you f o r y o u r t i me and a t t e n t i on 

and f o r a l l o w i n g me t o e x p r e s s my t h o u g h t s . And i f 

you h a v e any q u e s t i o n s , . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you v e r y much. You h a d a 

q u es t i on, R e p r e s e n t a t i ve C h a i rman M i ke S t u r l a? 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: 

Q. Thank y o u . You s a y y o u r 

a s s o c i a t i o n d o e s n ' t s u p p o r t t o l l i n g I n t e r s t a t e r o a d s . 

Do you s u p p o r t m o v i n g a t o l l on t h e T u r n p i k e ? 

MR. LANSBERRY: 

A. The A s s o c i a t i o n d o e s n ' t h a v e an 

o p i n i on on t h a t , b u t my p e r s o n a l o p i n i on i s t h e 



P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i ke s h o u l d be t a k e n o v e r and 

o p e r a t e d by t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a D e p a r t m e n t o f 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: 

Q. Okay. The way I l o o k a t t h e 

s i t u a t i on r i g h t now, and I a g r e e w i t h you t h a t we n e e d 

t o f i g u r e o u t s ome way t o i n c r e a s e r e v e n u e s t o g e t us 

b a c k more t h a n what we h a v e . B u t s h o r t o f i n c r e a s i n g 

t h e r e v e n u e , t h e o n l y o t h e r t h i ng I c o u l d do i s n o t 

r e p a i r some r o a d s . From y o u r p e r s p e c t i v e and y o u r 

a s s o c i a t i o n ' s p e r s p e c t i v e , w h i c h r o a d s s h o u l d I n o t 

r e p a i r ? S h o u l d I n o t r e p a i r t h e I n t e r s t a t e ? S h o u l d I 

n o t r e p a i r t h e r o a d s t h a t a r e g e t t i ng 1 0 , 0 0 0 mi l es a 

d a y ? Or s h o u l d I n o t r e p a i r t h e b a c k r o a d s ? 

MR. LANSBERRY: 

A. S i r , as I t e s t i f i e d , I t h i n k you 

s h o u l d p u t $0.10 f u e l t a x on i t ; i t ' l l make you $450 

t o $600 m i l l i o n a y e a r . And you s h o u l d f i x a l l t h e 

r o a d s a c c o r d i ng t o t h e e x p e r t i s e o f y o u r c o u n t y o r 

d i s t r i c t s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s . T h a t ' s n o t s o m e t h i n g I 

c o u l d r e a l l y a n s w e r . I t r a v e l a l l k i n d s o f r o a d s . My 

f e l l o w t r u c k e r s , we t r a v e l on a l l t y p e s o f r o a d s . I 

d o n ' t s e e t h a t we a r e a d e q u a t e t o make t h a t d e c i s i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: 

Q. Okay. E v e n i f we o n l y do a gas 



t a x t h a t c r e a t e s $450 b i l l i o n , w e 're s t i l l a b o u t $1 

b i l l i o n s h y . 

MR. LANSBERRY: 

A. T h a t ' s e v e r y y e a r . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: 

Q. Y e a h . 

MR. LANSBERRY: 

A. T h a t ' s i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e $1.3 

b i l l i o n y o u ' r e g e t t i n g e v e r y y e a r now. 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: 

Q. R i g h t . And s t i l l I'm t r y i n g t o 

f i g u r e t h i s . Y o u ' r e s t i l l g i v i n g me s o m e t h i n g t h a t I 

d o n ' t r e p a i r , a b o u t $1 b i l l i o n w o r t h o f s t u f f e v e r y 

y e a r t h a t I d o n ' t r e p a i r . So what I'm t r y i n g t o g e t 

a t I'm n o t p i c k i n g on y o u . I'm g o i n g t o a s k a l o t 

o f o t h e r p e o p l e t h i s same q u e s t i o n . G i v e n t h e f a c t 

t h a t we'd be $1 b i l l i o n s h y , what d o n ' t we r e p a i r ? 

B e c a u s e I know what I w o u l d n ' t r e p a i r . I w o u l d n ' t 

r e p a i r t h e b a c k r o a d s . Some p e o p l e s a y t h a t ' s n o t 

where you s h o u l d go. I t h i n k f o r most p e o p l e y o u a r e 

g o i n g t o g e t p o t h o l e s on t h e r o a d t h a t g e t s 20,000 

c a r s a day v e r s u s one t h a t g e t s 200 c a r s a d a y . So I 

know w h i c h r o a d s I ' d r e p a i r f i r s t . B u t I want t o h e a r 

t h a t f r o m o t h e r p e o p l e a l s o . 

MR. LANSBERRY: 



A. I c a n ' t a n s w e r t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: 

Okay. Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank you v e r y much. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e C a r r o l l . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . Thank 

y o u , Mr. L a n s b e r r y f o r y o u r t e s t i m o n y . You know, 

r e f e r r i ng t o t h e t a x h i s t o r y b e f o r e us h e r e , we h e a d 

i n t h e d i r e c t i on o f a p p r o a c h i ng t h e day f o r p o l i t i c a l 

s u p p o r t o f a b i l l t o i m p o s e a gas t a x i n c r e a s e . And I 

c a n u n d e r s t a n d c o n c e r n s w i t h r e s p e c t t o i f e v e r y o n e 

w i l l pay t h e --- I t h i nk i t was a f u e l t a x i n c r e a s e, 

you h a d s a i d . My f i r s t q u e s t i o n i s , do you b e l i e v e 

t h a t t h e maj o r i t y o f t h e i ndus t r y s h a r e d t h e a b i l i t y 

t o --- b u t t h e p e o p l e l i ke you w i t h t r u c k i ng 

c o m p a n i es , do t h e y u n d e r s t a n d t h e n e e d t o i n c r e a s e 

g e n e r a l l y , t h e a c t u a l $0.10 a g a l l o n when b r i n g i n g up 

t h e c o n c e p t o f a f u e l t a x i n c r e a s e? 

MR. LANSBERRY: 

A. Yes . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. They c a n u n d e r s t a n d t h e 

i m p o r t a n c e t o p r e s e r v e o r a d v a n c e o t h e r 



t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ? 

MR. LANSBERRY: 

A. T h a t ' s r i g h t . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. Okay. And t h e t e s t i m o n y l i k e 

y o u r s was s t r i k i ng, i n my o p i n i on, b e c a u s e --- n o t t o 

mi n i mi z e y o u r t e s t i mony, b u t t h e r e a r e a l l s o r t s o f 

p l ans t h a t a r e i n v o l v e d t h e r e and t h i s i n v o l v e s --- o r 

you c o u l d p r e d i c t what t h e r e v e n u e c o u l d be, b u t t o 

h e a r i t f r o m someone l i k e y o u , n a t u r a l l y , I'm 

b r e a t h l e s s . To h e a r someone c a l l i n g f o r a t a x 

i n c r e a s e, r e v e n u e i n c r e a s e f o r f u e l t a x e s i s s t r i k i ng 

b e c a u s e i t s p e a k s r i g h t t o t h e q ues t i on o f w h e t h e r o r 

n o t t h e Commonweal t h es s e n t i a l l y a t t h i s s t a g e i s 

r e a d y t o a c c e p t o u r new p o l i c y . And up u n t i l now, I 

t h i n k i t ' s f a i r t o s a y t h a t t h e s t a t e ' s r e s i d e n t s h a v e 

n o t b e e n w i l l i n g t o e m b r a c e t h a t p o l i c y . And 

h o p e f u l l y t h i s e x e r c i s e and y o u r t e s t i mony w i l l h e l p 

l e a d e r s i n u n d e r s t a n d i ng t h e n e e d f o r an i n c r e a s e i n 

t h e f u e l t a x . So I t h a n k you f o r b e i n g h e r e t o d a y . 

I t ' s r e a l l y i m p o r t a n t . 

MR. LANSBERRY: 

A. Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a u l C o s t a . 



REPRESENTATIVE COSTA: 

Q. Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . Mr. 

L a n s b e r r y , I w o u l d t h a n k you and e c h o what Mr. C a r r o l l 

s a i d . Y o u ' r e one o f t h e v e r y few p e o p l e t h a t a c t u a l l y 

h a v e e n c o u r a g e d us t o do a gas t a x . H o p e f u l l y we c a n 

e n c o u r a g e some o f o u r c o l l e a g u e s . I'm w i l l i n g t o l o o k 

a t t h a t . The p a r t I d i s a g r e e w i t h y o u w o u l d be t h e 

t o l l i n g p a r t . B u t I a g r e e t h a t t h i s n e e d s t o be 

s h a r e d by e v e r y b o d y and I t h i nk i t s h o u l d be i n t h e 

i n d u s t r y . P e o p l e l i k e y o u a r e d r i v i n g t h e m o s t . 

S t i l l , c o m i ng f rom a t r u c k i ng company, you p r o b a b l y 

buy a l o t o f gas i n o u r s t a t e and s u p p o r t t h i s 

f u n d r a i s e r . So I want t o t h a n k you f o r m a k i n g i t , 

s i r . 

MR. LANSBERRY: 

Y e s , s i r , I do. I w o u l d l i k e t o 

m e n t i o n t h a t t h e $0.10 a g a l l o n and t h e t r u c k 

a v e r a g i n g f i v e m i l e s p e r g a l l o n i s $0.02 p e r m i l e f o r 

us t o o p e r a t e t h e t r u c k . We're g e t t i n g p r o b a b l y $1.25 

a m i l e t o pay t o o p e r a t e t h e t r u c k s , so $0.02 a m i l e 

i s n o t b a d . And we know where we're a t , we c a n b u d g e t 

f o r i t , we c h a r g e o u r t a r i f f s a c c o r d i n g l y . And you 

know, i t w i l l a l l work o u t f o r us as o ppos ed t o 

t o l l i ng where s ome p e o p l e a r e g o i ng t o h a v e t o pay a 

l o t more t h a n o t h e r p e o p l e . And r e g i s t r a t i o n w o u l d be 



t h e s ame. 

REPRESENTATIVE COSTA: 

Q. I t h i n k y o u c a n h e l p us by 

e c h o i n g t h i s t o o t h e r members o f t h e G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y . 

B u t i f i t ' s c o m i n g f r o m t h e t r u c k i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

as k i ng f o r an i n c r e a s e, I t h i nk t h a t w o u l d go a l ong 

way w i t h t h e o t h e r members t h a t a r e r e l u c t a n t t o want 

an i n c r e a s e . Thank y o u . 

MR. LANSBERRY: 

A. Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve C a r r o l l f o r a 

f o l l o w - u p . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. Thank y o u . Mr. L a n s b e r r y , i f 

you c o u l d j u s t c l a r i f y s o m e t h i n g i n y o u r t e s t i m o n y 

t h a t y o u were as k i ng f o r t h e t a x i n c r e a s e i ns t e a d o f a 

r e g i s t r a t i on f ee i n c r e a s e, b e c a u s e y ou s a i d t h a t 

r e g i s t r a t i o n t i m e i s a r e a l c r i s i s . What do you mean 

by t h a t ? 

MR. LANSBERRY: 

A. W e l l , t h i s y e a r i n p a r t i c u l a r , 

May t h e 3 1 s t was r e g i s t r a t i o n d a y . $1,800 a t r u c k a t 

75 t r u c k s i s $ 1 3 5 , 0 0 0 . I n t h e l a s t two y e a r s w i t h t h e 

economy t h e way i t ' s b e e n and t h e b a n k s a r e r e l u c t a n t 



t o a d v a n c e a l o t o f c u s t o m e r s more money, i t ' s a r e a l 

s t r a i n . I know c o m p a n i e s t h a t d o w n s i z e d by 100 

t r u c k s , went f r o m 250 t o 150. One company went 

and t h i s i s a l s o b e c a u s e o f t h e economy. The work was 

n o t t h e r e , so t h e y d i d n ' t l i c e n s e . T h e r e ' s p r o b a b l y 

i n y o u r c o u n t y s ome f r i e n d s o f mi ne t h a t h a v e l i c e n s ed 

1,000 l e s s t r u c k s t h i s y e a r . And t h i s i s a l l o v e r t h e 

s t a t e . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. So i t ' s b e c a u s e r e g i s t r a t i o n 

o c c u r s a t e x a c t l y t h e s ame t i me? 

MR. LANSBERRY: 

A. I t ' s May 3 1 s t and you p u t i t 

o f f , and o f c o u r s e i t us ed t o be i n t h e o l d d a y s we 

c o u l d w r i t e a b a d c h e c k t o t h e Commonweal t h and you 

h a d a c o u p l e weeks b e f o r e t h e y c a u g h t y o u , b u t t o d a y 

i t ' s a c e r t i f i e d c h e c k and i t ' s t h a t d a y . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank y o u . J u s t f o r t h e 

i n f o r m a t i on o f e v e r y b o d y h e r e , an i n c r e a s e i n t h e 

g a s o l i n e t a x , i t ' l l b r i n g i n a b o u t $61 m i l l i o n . So 

$0.10 w o u l d be a b o u t $600 m i l l i o n . We've had t h e 

T r a n s p o r t a t i on A d v i s o r y Commi s s i on r e p o r t t h a t s a i d 



t h a t we n e e d a b o u t $230 b i l l i o n e a c h y e a r . I f we u s e 

t h a t f i g u r e , i t ' s l i k e $0.50 p e r g a l l o n gas t a x . So 

d e p e n d i ng on where we n e e d t o go, i f we n e e d t o c h a n g e 

i t and go t o t h e h i g h e r number a t t h i s t i me, i t mi g h t 

be more s e v e r e t h a n j u s t $ 0 . 1 0 . So j u s t f o r 

e v e r y b o d y ' s j u s t t r y i n g t o g i v e you an i d e a as t o 

s ome o f t h e p r o b l ems t h a t t h o s e o f us i n t h e 

l e g i s l a t u r e f a c e t h i s y e a r w i t h t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s s u e . W i t h t h a t , we a c t u a l l y h a v e t h e 

A s s o c i a t e d P e n n s y l v a n i a C o n s t r u c t o r s , Mr. M i c h a e l 

H a w b a k e r . I t l o o k s l i k e M i k e i s h e r e f r o m G l e n n O. 

H a w b a k e r , I n c o r p o r a t e d , S t a t e C o l l e g e , PA. You h a v e 

f i v e m i n u t e s , s i r . You may p r o c e e d . 

MR. HAWBAKER: 

I t h a n k you v e r y much, Mr. 

C h a i r m a n . I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r a u d i e n c e t o d a y . I'm h e r e 

on b e h a l f o f t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n d u s t r y . 

C o n s t r u c t i o n I n d u s t r i e s a p p r e c i a t e t h a t a l s o . On 

b e h a l f o f G l e n n O. H a w b a k e r , I n c o r p o r a t e d , o u r 1,200 

d e d i c a t e d empl o y e e s and r o u g h l y 2 , 0 0 0 s ome odd v e n d o r s 

t h a t a r e --- t h e maj o r i t y a r e v e n d o r s w i t h i n t h e 

Commonweal t h t h a t h e l p s u p p o r t o u r company and p r o v i de 

m a t e r i a l s and i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s e r v i c e s t h a t go o u t 

t h r o u g h o u t P e n n s y l v a n i a . We're a l o c a l f i r m , h e a v y 

h i ghway c o n s t r u c t i on, p r o v i d i ng j obs f o r m e c h a n i c s , 



t r u c k d r i v e r s , v e r y much what Mr. M c C a s k i e r e l a t e d t o 

you e a r l i e r , an a w f u l l o t l i k e what Mr. L a n s b e r r y s a i d 

w i t h a t r u c k f l e e t o f o v e r 200. Our p e o p l e a r e l o c a l , 

o u r company i s l o c a l and t h e money g e t s pumped b a c k 

i n t o t h a t l o c a l economy. 

One o f t h e t h i ngs we n e e d t o t a k e a 

l o o k a t f o r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , f o r t h e f a c t t h a t i t ' s 

p a r t o f t h e A m e r i c a n h a l l m a r k ; i t ' s p a r t o f f r e e d o m . 

And r i g h t now we've g o t an e n c r o a c h m e n t on t h a t . The 

f a c t i s , i t was s a i d e a r l i e r , t h e r e a r e no e a s y 

s o l u t i o n s and I ' v e g o t t o a g r e e b e c a u s e t h a t ' s what 

g o t us h e r e . And t h a t ' s what we n e e d t o c h a n g e . I 

t h i n k t h e t o w n s h i p manager p o i n t e d o u t t h o s e b r i d g e s . 

I t ' s come u n d e r d i s c u s s i o n t h a t w e're g o i n g t o be 

m a k i n g h a r d c h o i c e s , n e c e s s i t i e s v e r s u s a m e n i t i e s . 

And t h a t ' s where we've g o t t o move t h i s d i s c u s s i o n 

o f f . 

I t h i nk t h e s t i mul us b i l l t h a t 

PennDOT, I t h i n k , e x e c u t e d i n j u s t f i n e f o r m , r o u g h l y 

$1 b i l l i o n o f t h e $14 b i l l i o n t h a t was a l l o c a t e d t o 

P e n n s y l v a n i a was p u t o u t and i n o t h e r c o m p a n i es 

f o r t u n a t e e n o u g h t o be t h e l ow b i d c o n t r a c t o r t h r o u g h 

t h e c o m p e t i t i ve b i d d i ng s ys tem a t PennDOT, a r o u n d $ 5 0 

m i l l i o n . T h a t h e l p e d b r i n g us c o m i n g o u t o f 2008 

i n abs o l u t e l y a d i s as t e r h e r e , l a y i ng o f f o v e r 6 0 0 



p e o p l e and t h e n b e i ng a b l e t o come b a c k and b r i ng o u r 

p a y r o l l b a c k up and a c t u a l l y i n c r e a s i ng i t by a b o u t 8 0 

d u r i n g t h e 2009 s e a s o n and a l s o h a v i n g t h e p r o d u c t i v e 

c a r r y o v e r i n t o 2010 h e r e , i t ' s b e e n a g r e a t b o o s t . 

B u t t h a t was a o n e - t i m e d e a l . And we h a v e y e t t o 

p r e p a r e o u r s e l v e s f o r a n y t h i n g y e t i n m o v i n g f o r w a r d . 

S o l u t i o n s ? W e l l , l e t ' s w a i t and s e e 

what C o n g r e s s d o e s . T h a t ' s a b s o l u t e l y t h e w r o n g 

a n s w e r . I f we're h e r e f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f t h e 

Commonwealth I ' v e g o t t h r e e k i d s . We d i s c u s s e d 

e a r l i e r t h a t we've k i n d o f b e e n s i t t i n g on o u r 

l a u r e l s , r e s t i n g on i t s w h e t h e r i t ' s my p a r e n t ' s 

b a c k o r i f I'm r e s t i n g on my g r a n d p a r e n t ' s b a c k who 

h e l p e d do t h i ngs l i ke t h e T u r n p i k e , l i ke I n t e r s t a t e 

80. I t ' s t i m e we make c h a n g e b e c a u s e we've g o t t o 

grow. I f we d o n ' t grow t h i s economy, i f we do n o t 

grow t h e t a x b a s e, t h i s d i s c u s s i on i s g o i ng t o g e t 

e v e n w o r s e . And t h a t ' s where y o u ' v e g o t t o c h a n g e . 

W a i t i n g f o r W a s h i n g t o n , n o t an o u t c o m e . 

Some o f t h e t h i n g s w e're d i s c u s s i n g , 

t h r o w n o u t on e f f i c i e n c i e s . T h a t ' s f i n e . Maybe 

t h e r e ' s some e f f i c i e n c i e s we c a n b r i n g o u t , b u t I 

t h i nk i t s h o u l d be a g o i ng c o n c e r n o f --- w h e t h e r 

PennDOT o r any p a r t o f s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t . I n b u s i n e s s , 

y o u j u s t d o n ' t s t o p a b u s i n e s s f o r two o r t h r e e weeks 



and s a y , I'm g o i n g t o f i x e v e r y t h i n g . L i k e a n y b o d y 

h e r e i n b u s i n e s s w o u l d t e l l y o u , we're g o i n g t o be o u t 

o f b u s i n e s s i f we j u s t q u i t d o i n g w o r k . I t ' s p a r t o f 

a g o i n g c o n c e r n / p h i l o s o p h y t h a t ' s g o t t o t a k e p l a c e . 

And h e y , I w o u l d h a p p i l y admi t t o any one o f you t h a t , 

y e s , we c o n t i n u a l l y r e f i n e o u r b u s i n e s s e v e r y d a y . I 

s o t o o w o u l d e x p e c t g o v e r n m e n t t o do t h e e x a c t s ame i n 

g e t t i n g b e t t e r a t what we do e v e r y d a y . 

L a s t i tem w o u l d r e a l l y be, c a n we do 

t h i s i n an e l e c t i on y e a r ? We j us t t a l k e d a b o u t t h e 

gas t a x . Our company w o u l d be f o r t h a t . A l i t t l e b i t 

o f h y p o c r i s y a b o u t b e i ng f o r t h e gas t a x w o u l d be i f I 

had n o t g o t t e n a r a i s e s i n c e e i t h e r 1994 o r '97, 

w h i c h e v e r one was t h e s t a t e gas t a x --- one was 

f e d e r a l , one was s t a t e . I f I h a d n o t g o t t e n a r a i s e 

s i n c e t h a t p o i n t i n t i me, I wonder how my f ami l y w o u l d 

l o o k upon me. I f t h e r e ' s b e e n no i n f l a t i o n a r y f a c t o r 

f o r t h e gas t a x o r any f u r t h e r f e e s o u t t h e r e t o 

mai n t a i n t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , how c a n you go b a c k and 

l e g i t i m a t e l y as k f o r t h e s ame l e v e l s o f s e r v i c e ? How 

c a n y o u do t h a t w i t h a s t r a i g h t f a c e ? I t h i n k t h a t ' s 

a w f u l s t u f f t o do. 

I know one t h i ng was as k e d on b e h a l f 

o f t h e c o n s t r u c t i on i ndus t r y when PennDOT came up w i t h 

t h e $2.9 b i l l i o n l e t t i n g y e a r i n 2009. I t was a 



s t i m u l u s a g a i n . W i l l t h e i n d u s t r y be r e a d y ? T h a t 

q u e s t i o n was a s k e d by t h e S e c r e t a r y . We r e s p o n d e d 

y e s , I b e l i eve t h e i ndus t r y as a w h o l e r e s p o n d e d t o 

t h e c a l l . And we do h a v e t h e a b i l i t y and we do h a v e 

t h e p e o p l e . B u t i f we l o o k f o r w a r d a t t h e end o f t h e 

s e a s on 2 0 1 0 and i f we m a r c h i n t o t h e c a l e n d a r y e a r 

'11, we do s e e a g r e a t a b y s s . T h e r e i s no f o r w a r d 

p l a n . 

I t was m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r by Mr. 

McCas k i e, how do we make f u t u r e i n v e s t m e n t s ? I know 

maybe i n H a r r i s b u r g and D.C. and p l a c e s , we d o n ' t do 

much o f a n y t h i ng w i t h o u t s p e n d i ng s i x f i g u r e s , and a 

l o t o f t i m e s o u r b u d g e t ' s g o t t o s t a r t a t s e v e n 

f i g u r e s . They may be s m a l l d o l l a r s f o r H a r r i s b u r g and 

D.C., b u t t h e y ' r e b i g d o l l a r s f o r us b e c a u s e t h e 

b o t t o m l i n e i s we know we a r e n ' t i n i t f o r b a i l o u t s . 

So we've g o t t o p l a n r i g h t , f i s c a l l y s o u n d and move 

o u r company, o u r empl o y e e s and a l s o o u r v e n d o r s 

f o r w a r d . I t h a n k you f o r y o u r t i m e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank y o u . F i r s t o f a l l , 

t h e C h a i rman w o u l d l i ke t o r e c o g n i z e s e v e r a l members 

t h a t a r r i v e d . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J a k e W h e a t l e y f r o m 

A l l e g h e n y C o u n t y , w e l c o m e . And a l s o o u r h o s t 

l e g i s l a t o r , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e Hanna. I t ' s g r e a t t o 



be h e r e i n C l i n t o n C o u n t y . M i k e , w e l c o m e . 

Mr. H a w b a k e r , y o u h i t t h e n a i l 

on t h e h e a d . We c o l l e c t i v e l y , as members o f t h e 

l e g i s l a t u r e , r e a l l y want t o p u t t h e f i n a n c e s t o t h e 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , t h e c u r r e n t i n f r a s t r u c t u r e p r o b l em 

l i k e we s h o u l d . We made an a t t e m p t a t t h a t b e f o r e . 

F o r o b v i o u s r e a s o n s , t h a t d i d n ' t w o r k . B u t now h e r e 

we a r e i n a v e r y t o u g h y e a r , a v e r y t o u g h y e a r 

p o l i t i c a l l y and e c o n o m i c a l l y t o be g o i ng a r o u n d t h e 

s t a t e t r y i ng t o drum up i n t e r e s t and s u p p o r t o r as k i ng 

f o r p e o p l e, i n P e n n s y l v a n i a es p e c i a l l y, t o come t o 

t h e i r l e g i s l a t o r s t o make some p r e t t y t o u g h d e c i s i o n s . 

S o I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r t e s t i mo ny 

and y o u r a c t i v i t y w i t h y o u r own l e g i s l a t o r s , s e n a t o r s 

and y o u r o r g a n i z a t i on w h i c h r e m a i ns v e r y a c t i ve i n 

t h a t r e g a r d . So I want t o s a y t h a n k y o u on b e h a l f o f 

a l l o f u s . I t ' s r e a l l y i m p o r t a n t t o t r y t o do 

s o m e t h i n g a b o u t t h i s p r o b l e m and n o t j u s t l e t i t go. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve Hanna? 

REPRESENTATIVE HANNA: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . I j u s t 

want t o t a k e a moment t o a p o l o g i z e f o r n o t b e i ng h e r e 

a t t h e o u t s e t o f t h e h e a r i n g . I h a d a n o t h e r 

o b l i g a t i o n I h a d t o a t t e n d . I want t o a p o l o g i z e t o 

t h o s e who t e s t i f i ed e a r l i e r and I mi s s ed y o u r 



t e s t i m o n y , b u t I ' l l c e r t a i n l y c h e c k i t w i t h t h e o t h e r 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t and I a p p r e c i a t e 

y o u r t e s t i m o n y as w e l l . Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u . I a p p r e c i a t e i t . 

Okay. The P e n n s y l v a n i a A s s o c i a t i o n o f B o r o u g h s , 

B e n j ami n L a n d o n , B o r o u g h C o u n c i l man o f S o u t h 

W i l l i a m s p o r t , P e n n s y l v a n i a ? F i v e m i n u t e s . Thank y o u . 

And y o u may p r o c e e d . 

MR. LANDON: 

Mr. C h a i r m a n , Members o f t h e 

Commi t t e e , t h a n k y o u f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y 

b e f o r e y o u t o d a y on t h i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t i s s u e . My 

name i s Ben L a n d o n ; I'm h e r e on b e h a l f o f t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e A s s o c i a t i o n o f B o r o u g h s . 

I t ' s no s e c r e t t h a t f o r many y e a r s we 

h a v e n o t b e e n d e v o t i ng a d e q u a t e f u n d i ng t o t h e 

Commonwealth's t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n e e d s . Roads and 

b r i d g e s a r e a g i ng and we h a v e n o t d e v o t e d s u f f i c i e n t 

r e s o u r c e s t o mai n t a i n i ng, i m p r o v i ng and r e c o n s t r u c t i ng 

o u r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . I n my e x p e r i e n c e , y o u c a n n o t t a k e 

a c a s u a l d r i ve t h r o u g h t h e c o u n t r y s i de w i t h o u t s e e i ng 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e t h a t i s i n n e e d o f r e p a i r o r 

r e p l a c e m e n t . 

The c o n d i t i on o f o u r t r a n s p o r t a t i on 



i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i s t i e d d i r e c t l y t o o u r economy. When 

o u r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e f a i l s , o u r economy f a i l s . C e n t r a l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a a l r e a d y h a s e c o n o m i c c h a l l e n g e s , and a 

c r u m b l i n g i n f r a s t r u c t u r e e x a c e r b a t e s t h e s e p r o b l e m s . 

L i ke many p r o b l ems , o u r 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e n e e d s c a n be a d d r e s s ed t h r o u g h 

i n c r e a s e d f u n d i n g , b u t s i n c e w e're i m p r o v i n g o u r 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e t o i mprove o u r economy, r e v e n u e - r a i s i ng 

p l ans s h o u l d be v i ewed i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e i r e f f e c t s 

on o u r economy. F o r e x a m p l e , t h e Commonwealth's 

r e c e n t p l an t o t o l l I n t e r s t a t e 8 0 was oppos ed a l mos t 

u n a n i mous l y by r e s i d e n t s o f t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . Why? B e c a u s e we r e a l i z e d t h a t t h e 

t o l l i ng p l an w o u l d harm o u r a l r e a d y s h a k y economy by 

s ubs t a n t i a l l y i n c r e a s i ng t h e c o s t t o l i ve and do 

b u s i n e s s h e r e . A l t h o u g h t h e t a r g e t o f t o l l i n g was 

c l a i med t o be i n t e r s t a t e t r a f f i c, t h e b u r d e n w o u l d 

h a v e f a l l e n h e a v i l y on l o c a l t r a f f i c . 

As r e s i d e n t s o f P e n n s y l v a n i a, we 

e x p e c t t o p ay a s h a r e o f t h e c o s t o f t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

i m p r o v e m e n t s , b u t we s h o u l d n o t b e a r an u n f a i r b u r d e n . 

We u r g e t h e Commi t t e e t o work t o w a r d s t a t e w i de f u n d i ng 

s o l u t i ons t o p a y f o r i m p r o v e m e n t s t o s t a t e h i ghways 

b e c a u s e s t a t e h i g h w a y s b e n e f i t t h e e n t i r e s t a t e . 

A l s o, l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t h as 



s ubs t a n t i a l t r a n s p o r t a t i on i n f r a s t r u c t u r e o f i t s own, 

w h i c h i s o f t e n e v e r y b i t as i m p o r t a n t f rom an e c o n o m i c 

p e r s p e c t i v e . We do r e c e i v e a s h a r e o f l i q u i d f u e l s 

money and o t h e r o u t s i de f u n d i ng, b u t I c a n t e l l y o u 

f rom e x p e r i e n c e t h a t i t i s n e v e r e n o u g h t o c o m p l e t e 

a l l o f t h e p r o j e c t s t h a t o u g h t t o be d o n e . T h e r e f o r e , 

we w o u l d l i ke t o h a v e t h e o p t i on t o r a i s e a d d i t i o n a l 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on-s p e c i f i c r e v e n u e t o meet l o c a l 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n e e d s . 

From what I ' v e b e e n l e d t o 

u n d e r s t a n d , t h e c o s t o f n e c e s s a r y mai n t e n a n c e o f o u r 

r o a d s and b r i d g e s w i l l s t r e t c h o u r r e s o u r c e s g r e a t l y 

o v e r t h e n e x t 20 y e a r s o r s o . W h i l e m e e t i n g 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on n e e d s may n o t be as p o l i t i c a l l y p o p u l a r 

as s ome o t h e r p r o g r a m s , we n e e d t o emphas i z e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on s p e n d i ng, a t t h e c o s t o f o t h e r p r o g r a m s 

i f n e c e s s a r y . G o v e r n m e n t s p e n d i n g t h a t b r i n g s 

e c o n o m i c b e n e f i t s i s more i m p o r t a n t i n t h e l ong t e r m 

t h a n s p e n d i ng s u c h as t r a n s f e r p a y m e n t s t h a t d o e s n o t 

do s o . An i m p r o v e d economy makes i t p o s s i b l e t o 

u n d e r t a k e p r o g r a m s i n t h e f u t u r e . We u r g e t h e 

Commonweal t h t o make t r a n s p o r t a t i on f u n d i ng a 

p r i o r i t y . 

F i n a l l y, t h e Commi t t e e s h o u l d 

c o n s i d e r ways t o s t r e t c h e x i s t i ng r e s o u r c e s s o t h a t 



more c a n be done w i t h what we a l r e a d y h a v e . P e r h a p s 

t r u c k s c o u l d be r e s t r i c t e d t o us i ng c e r t a i n r o a d s and 

b r i d g e s o n l y w i t h a p e r m i t , w h i c h c o u l d l e n g t h e n t i me 

b e t w e e n r e p a i r s f o r s ome p o r t i ons o f o u r 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . A l s o , b r i d g e s and h i g h w a y s c o u l d be 

e n g i n e e r e d w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o t h e i r i n t e n d e d us es 

r a t h e r t h a n e m p l o y i n g a o n e - s i z e - f i t s - a l l a p p r o a c h 

t h a t makes e v e n t h e s mal l es t b r i dge i n t h e l e a s t 

u t i l i z e d t o w n s h i p r o a d a l l b u t u n a f f o r d a b l e . 

I n c o n c l us i on, we u r g e t h e 

Commonweal t h t o l ook f o r e q u i t a b l e means o f r a i s i ng 

a d d i t i o n a l r e v e n u e s on a s t a t e w i de b a s i s , t o a u t h o r i z e 

muni c i p a l i t i es t o r a i s e r e v e n u e t o meet l o c a l 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on n e e d s , and t o c o n s i d e r means f o r 

s t r e t c h i n g e x i s t i n g t r a n s p o r t a t i o n d o l l a r s f u r t h e r . 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Okay. Thank you v e r y much. 

We're g o i n g t o t a k e i t t o t h e B o a r d and g e t you t o 

h e l p us r a i s e f u n d i n g s t a t e w i d e . And as an e l e c t e d 

o f f i c i a l , we w o u l d a s k you t h e same q u e s t i o n . A r e you 

w i l l i ng t o s u p p o r t us and a r e you w i l l i ng t o t e l l 

t h o s e who r e p r e s e n t you t h a t y o u ' r e w i l l i n g t o s u p p o r t 

f u n d r a i s i ng f o r s o m e t h i ng l i ke t h i s ? 

MR. LANDON: 



A. W e l l , t h a t ' s a l w a y s t h e p r o b l e m , 

i s n ' t i t ? S p e a k i n g p u r e l y f o r m y s e l f , c e r t a i n l y I 

t h i nk t h e gas t a x i s an e q u i t a b l e and e v e n l y 

d i s t r i b u t e d means f o r d o i n g t h a t . A l t h o u g h on a 

p e r s o n a l l e v e l , a g a i n I h e a r a l o t o f c o n c e r n s t h a t 

t h a t money n o t be u s e d f o r o t h e r p u r p o s e s . And 

p e r h a p s t h a t ' s j u s t c y n i c i s m , b u t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. W e l l , t h e gas t a x i s 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y p r o h i b i t e d f rom us i ng i t f o r o t h e r 

p u r p o s e s . 

MR. LANDON: 

A. I'm aware o f t h a t , b u t t h e 

c o n c e r n s I h e a r f rom p e o p l e on t h e s t r e e t a r e , w e l l , 

you u s e t h a t t o o f f s e t f u n d i n g i n c r e a s e s e l s e w h e r e . 

And a g a i n I d o n ' t know t h a t t h e r e ' s any t r u t h t o t h a t , 

I s i m p l y r e p o r t t h a t t h a t ' s what I h e a r . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. P a r t o f t h e i d e a o f t h e s e 

h e a r i ngs i s t o h e l p us s t o p s ome o f t h a t , and 

c e r t a i n l y we w o u l d a p p r e c i a t e y o u t a k i ng a p r o a c t i ve 

r o l e i n s t o p p i n g some o f t h a t when you h e a r i t . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve M i ke S t u r l a? 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: 

Q. Thank y o u . You t a l k e d a b o u t t h e 



a b i l i t y t o r a i s e l e v i es a l l t h e way f o r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . How w o u l d y o u s e e t h a t h a p p e n i n g ? 

T o l l i ng l o c a l r o a d s , o r how w o u l d y ou i mpos e a t a x 

t h a t o n l y a p p l i es l o c a l l y? 

MR. LANDON: 

A. I t h i n k i t w o u l d be v e r y 

d i f f i c u l t t o t o l l l o c a l r o a d s . B u t I t h i n k i n c r e a s e d 

o p t i ons f o r p e r h a p s a d e d i c a t e d t a x t h a t w o u l d be --¬

w h e t h e r i t be an i ncome t a x o r a p r o p e r t y t a x o r 

w h a t e v e r , t h a t c o u l d be d e d i c a t e d s p e c i f i c a l l y t o 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n e e d s . I t h i n k as a p r a c t i c a l m a t t e r 

t h a t may be a b o u t t h e o n l y way we c o u l d do t h a t . B u t 

I t h i nk t h a t communi t i es --- i t w o u l d be b e n e f i c i a l t o 

l o c a l c o m m u n i t i e s i f we h a d t h a t o p t i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: 

Q. You a r e p r o h i b i t e d f r o m d o i n g 

t h a t now. 

MR. LANDON: 

A. W e l l , we c a n d e s i g n a t e p o r t i o n s 

o f o u r t a x e s f o r v a r i ous t h i ngs , b u t we s t i l l r u n i n t o 

o u r l i m i t s and a l l t h o s e o t h e r i s s u e s . 

REPRESENTATIVE STURLA: 

A l l r i g h t . Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve C a r r o l l ? 



REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . Does 

t h e As s o c i a t i on s u p p o r t a gas t a x i n c r e a s e? 

MR. LANDON: 

A. I'm n o t s p e a k i n g f o r t h e 

A s s o c i a t i o n as a w h o l e on t h i s o ne. 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t . Though 

y o u ' r e a member o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n o f B o r o u g h s , y o u ' r e 

n o t s p e a k i ng f o r t h e As s o c i a t i on o f B o r o u g h s ? 

MR. LANDON: 

A. Yes . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. And t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e 

A s s o c i a t i o n o f B o r o u g h s , y o u ' r e n o t aware o f t h e 

pos i t i on t h e y t a k e on gas t a x i n c r e a s e? 

MR. LANDON: 

A. I'm n o t aware o f t h a t , no. 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Okay. Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

A l l r i g h t . Thank y o u . 

MR. LANDON: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 



The C l i n t o n C o u n t y 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n , Mr. Dan H a r g e r . We h a v e 

P e t e r L o p e s , a l s o o f C l i n t o n C o u n t y Chamber o f 

Commerce. We a l l o w f i v e m i n u t e s f o r e a c h , so i f you 

want t o . 

MR. HARGER: 

W e ' l l make i t r e a l q u i c k . We 

d o n ' t n o r m a l l y g e t c u t o f f . J u s t t o be l o u d and 

c l e a r , t h o u g h , what t h e C l i n t o n C o u n t y E c o n o m i c 

P a r t n e r s h i p i s , o v e r t h e y e a r s CCEP r e p r e s e n t s us and 

we h a v e t a k e n t h e p o s i t i on t h a t we s t i l l s h o u l d k e e p 

i n v o l v e d i n h i ghway t r a n s p o r t a t i on m a t t e r s b e c a u s e we 

f e e l we know p r e t t y much what has t o h a p p e n i n o u r 

c o u n t y . We're t a l k i n g s t r i c t l y o u r c o u n t y . Some o f 

t h e t h i ngs t h a t we w a n t , and we work r e a l c l os e w i t h 

o u r l e g i s l a t o r s , i s t h a t we l o o k e d a t r o a d p r o j e c t s 

t h a t were f o r s a f e t y , r o a d p r o j e c t s and h i ghways and 

b r i d g e s t h a t w i l l b r i ng t h e economy t o o u r c o u n t y , 

w here we were 18.5 p e r c e n t u n e m p l o y m e n t a t one t i m e 

and r i g h t now w e're p r o b a b l y as s t r o n g as you c o u l d be 

a t n i ne p e r c e n t b e c a u s e o f s ome o f t h e t h i ngs t h a t 

we've done . 

We've b e e n c r e a t i n g . We work w i t h 

o u r mai n t e n a n c e p e o p l e v e r y c l os e l y, s o i n my o p i n i on 

i t d o e s t a k e c a r e o f a l o t o f c o m p l a i n t s . And we've 



p u t o u r w o r k e r s on r u r a l r o a d s . We h a v e h u n d r e d s o f 

them. And what we've d o n e , we've n o t a s k e d f o r t h i n g s 

t h a t a r e n o t w i t h i n r e a c h . T h a t ' s one t h i n g I t h i n k a 

l o t o f c o u n t i e s do. S e r i o u s l y , when you s e e some o f 

t h e w i s h l i s t s t h a t a r e o u t t h e r e r i g h t now --- I h e a r 

i t when we go t o t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n h e a r i n g s . I'm t h e 

s e c r e t a r y o f t h e A p p a l a c h i a n T h r u w a y , w h i c h d o e s n ' t 

mean a w h o l e l o t t o me; I d o n ' t h a v e t o k e e p r e c o r d s 

o r a n y t h i n g . B u t we h a v e t h e I-99 e x i t h e r e . And 

what we d i d y e a r s ago, i t was $175 m i l l i o n , we saw 

t h a t t h a t was n o t g o i ng t o h a p p e n , s o we p l a n n e d f o r 

t h e e n g i n e e r i n g . So we d o w n s i z e d o u r own i d e a s . 

What I s aw when you came h e r e , y o u 

l e g i s l a t o r s , y o u k e e p as k i ng us do we h a v e t h e g u t s t o 

as k you? Do you h a v e t h e g u t s t o do what we as k y o u 

t o do i n s ome o f t h e s e i n r e g a r d s t o f u n d i ng f o r 

h i g h w a y s ? T h i s i s i m p o r t a n t t o us b e c a u s e y o u ' r e f r o m 

a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y . Y o u ' r e r e p r e s e n t i n g 

P h i l a d e l p h i a, and I h e a r d t h e t e s t i mony g i v e n a b o u t 

SEPTA. M o s t o f t h o s e p e o p l e go t o work and u s e t h a t 

t o go t o w o r k . The l a d y t h a t t e s t i f i e d f o r S h a r e d 

R i d e s i s f o r t h i ngs t h a t a r e r e a l l y n e e d e d i n o u r 

r u r a l c o u n t i e s . And a l s o i n P h i l a d e l p h i a and i f you 

s p l i t t h a t d i f f e r e n c e and you c o u l d f i nd a l l y o u r 

f u n d i n g , y o u n e e d f u n d i n g f o r t h e S h a r e d R i d e s . 



Now I t h i nk we s h o u l d go b a c k t o t h e 

y e a r s when you d i d r a i s e a gas t a x , and mos t o f y o u r 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s w e r e n ' t t h e r e . You s t a r t e d t o p i c k 

o f f i t e m s o u t o f t h e gas t a x onc e y o u ' v e g o t y o u r 

h a n d s on t h a t money. The $0.10 t h a t Mr. L a n s b e r r y 

t a l k e d a b o u t w i l l h a p p e n t h e v e r y same way. You n e e d 

t o be v e r y v i g i l a n t t h a t when you g e t t h a t t e n 

p e r c e n t , t h a t y o u s p e n d i t i n t h e v e r y r e a s ons t h a t 

y o u h a v e t o s p e n d i t . T h a t ' s i m p o r t a n t . 

You h e a r d Mr. H o r n e r a b o u t t h e 

t o w n s h i p . What a b o u t t h e p e r - f a m i l y r a t e ? You p e o p l e 

h a v e i n y o u r power r i g h t now t o do t h e r i g h t t h i ng 

w i t h p r e v a i l i n g r a t e s . $25,000 d o e s n ' t buy you t h i s 

t a b l e i n t h e t o w n s h i p s f o r s m a l l p r o j e c t s . And I'm 

n o t t a l k i n g a b o u t p a y i n g somebody $7.50 an h o u r , 

b e c a u s e I ' v e b e e n i n t h e b u s i n e s s f o r 40 y e a r s . The 

p r e v a i l i ng r a t e r i g h t now f o r an o p e r a t o r t o r u n a 

p i e c e o f e q u i p m e n t i s o v e r $40 an h o u r , p l u s 23 

p e r c e n t , 28 p e r c e n t t o e v e r y b o d y t h a t h a s h i r e d f i r s t . 

T h a t becomes v e r y h a r d f o r y o u t o do a p r o j e c t w i t h o u t 

a h e c k o f a l o t o f money t h a t y o u d o n ' t h a v e . 

What a b o u t t h e s t r e e t s k a t e s 

( p h o n e t i c ) t h a t came o n l i n e y e a r s ago? We n e e d t o f i x 

h i g h w a y s and b r i d g e s . S t r e e t s k a t e s m i g h t h a v e t o go 

away f o r a w h i l e . The welcome c e n t e r s m i g h t h a v e t o 



be p r i v a t i z e d . Welcome c e n t e r s . B e a u t i f i c a t i o n by 

v o l u n t e e r s , we do t h a t i n o u r c o u n t y . Go o u t and s e e 

t h e t e n - y e a r c e r t i f i c a t e s t h a t p e o p l e h a v e t a k e n by 

k e e p i n g c a r e o f o u r h i g h w a y s . 

B a c k t o t h e b a s i c s , we n e e d t o g e t 

b a c k t o t h e b a s i c s on h i g h w a y s and b r i d g e s . Some o f 

t h e s e b r i d g e s a r e o v e r - d e s i g n e d f o r s ome o f t h e s e 

s m a l l , r u r a l r o a d s , v e r y much s o . We j u s t r i g h t - s i z e d 

a r o a d w i t h o u r d i s t r i c t e n g i n e e r , F r a n k s v i l l e R o a d . 

I t was a $ 1 5 mi l l i on p r o j e c t t a k i ng b i g s i de h i l l s 

down, t h i n g s o f t h a t e f f e c t . T h a t b r o u g h t i t b a c k t o 

a $9 m i l l i o n p r o j e c t . T h o s e a r e some o f t h e t h i n g s 

t h a t we r e a l l y n e e d t o do. 

And we n e e d t o s t r e a m l i ne t h e g r e a t 

r e l a t i o n s o f what we're d o i n g t o b u i l d t h e s e b r i d g e s 

and h i g h w a y s . Get t h e s e p e o p l e t o g e t h e r so i t d o e s n ' t 

t a k e o u r l o c a l p e o p l e a y e a r j us t t o f i nd o u t w h e t h e r 

o r n o t t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o do t h a t p r o j e c t . I f t h a t 

f u n d i n g ' s i n p l a c e , l e t ' s b u i l d i t . And t h o s e a r e 

some o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t I ' v e s e e n o v e r t h e y e a r s . B u t 

t h e n as k them s ome q ues t i ons a b o u t t h a t , b e c a u s e you 

know p e o p l e a r e s t r a p p e d . I f you d r i v e t h e c a r , i t ' s 

a $300, $500 p a y m e n t . M o t o r v e h i c l e r e g i s t r a t i o n and 

y o u r g a s . Not j u s t t h e t a x , b u t t h e c o s t o f g a s . 

P e o p l e a r e a b o u t a t t h e i r l i mi t , s o we h a v e t o be v e r y 



c a r e f u l w i t h t h a t i n c o s t s . F u e l i s $3.26, $3.28 i n a 

g i v e n d a y . T h a t ' s a l o t o f money, so you h a v e t o be 

c a r e f u l o f t h a t , and I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t y o u ' r e g o i n g t o 

h a v e t o make a h a r d d e c i s i o n on t h a t . 

T h e r e a r e s ome ways t o g e t s ome 

f u n d i n g , b u t i t ' s g o i n g t o be i n a d i f f e r e n t c o r r i d o r . 

I t ' s g o i n g t o be r u r a l v e r s u s u r b a n a r e a s . So l o o k a t 

d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s . Be c r e a t i v e . And m a i n t e n a n c e i s 

v e r y i m p o r t a n t , and you h a v e g o o d mai n t e n a n c e p e o p l e 

and t h a t h e l p s y o u i m m e n s e l y . So t h a t ' s my t e s t i m o n y . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u , Mr. H a r g e r . 

MR. LOPES: 

I ' l l be v e r y b r i e f and I ' l l t r y 

n o t t o c o v e r t h e same t h i n g s t h a t Dan d i d . I w o u l d 

j us t l i ke t o s ay t h a t we do r e p r e s e n t t h e E c o n o m i c 

P a r t n e r s h i p i n C l i n t o n C o u n t y as t h e I ndus t r i a l 

D e v e l opment A g e n c y , Chamber o f Commerce and t h e 

V i s i t o r s B u r e a u . And o u r p u r p o s e i s t o p r o m o t e t h e 

e c o n o m i c w e l f a r e o f t h e e n t i r e C l i n t o n C o u n t y 

communi t y. 

B u t I do n e e d t o e c h o t h e p o i n t o f 

t h a t we do o p p o s e t h e t o l l i n g o f I n t e r s t a t e 80. The 

a d d i t i o n a l f e e s t h a t t h a t w o u l d ' v e p l a c e d on o u r l o c a l 

manuf a c t u r e r s and o u r empl oyee b a s e, t h e c o m m u t e r s t o 



t h e i r j o b s , f o r j u s t one i n d u s t r y a l o n e i t w o u l d ' v e 

a d d e d m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s i n b o u n d f r e i g h t . And when 

t h e y ' r e c o m p e t i t i v e l y b i d d i n g on a p r o d u c t t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

T h a t was s a i d e a r l i e r . T h a t ' s a 

d e a d i s s u e now. L e t ' s move on. 

MR. LOPES: 

I w i l l . I g u e s s we've t r i e d t o 

l o o k a t t h e s t a t e b u d g e t a n d t r i e d t o u n d e r s t a n d s o me 

o f t h e l i n e i t e m s t h a t a r e on t h e r e . We're n o t 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s a t t h a t . We c e r t a i n l y l o o k t o y ou t o be 

t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l s . We w o u l d l i k e t o h a v e s e e n i f 

t h e r e i s s ome way o f g o i ng b a c k t o s ee when t h e l as t 

f u e l t a x was i n c r e a s ed f o r t h e S t a t e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a, 

how much money t h a t g e n e r a t e d and how t h a t was us ed 

o v e r t h e c o u r s e s i n c e i t was e n a c t e d . I t h i n k i n t h a t 

c a s e, we w o u l d a l l h a v e a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i ng o f t h e 

amount o f money t h a t h a s come i n and t h e amount o f 

money and where i t was s p e n t . No one w a n t s t o pay 

a d d i t i o n a l t a x e s o r t h e w e e k l y f i l l i ng up t h e gas 

t a n k . 

B u t i f we u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 

t h e r e ' s t h e n e e d f o r r o a d and b r i d g e p r o j e c t s h e r e i n 

C l i n t o n C o u n t y , we do work w i t h o u r l o c a l PennDOT 

o f f i ce and o u r d i s t r i c t o f f i ce t o r i g h t - s i z e p r o j e c t s , 



t o work w i t h them, t o c o m p r o m i s e . And I t h i n k t h a t we 

a l l n e e d t o do t h a t . And f r o m o u r s t a n d p o i n t , I t h i n k 

w e 're l o o k i n g t o y ou t o s e e i f you c o u l d g i v e us 

b e t t e r i n f o r m a t i on on how t h e money i s b e i ng s p e n t and 

t h e n w e ' l l work w i t h y o u and t r y and r i g h t - s i z e 

p r o j e c t s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Okay. Thank y o u . F o r t h e 

i n f o r m a t i on o f e v e r y o n e h e r e , t h e l as t gas t a x i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a was 1997 a t t h r e e and a h a l f c e n t s . Of 

c o u r s e w i t h i n f l a t i on, w h i c h i s p r o b a b l y o v e r 1 0 0 

p e r c e n t , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h a t i n d u s t r y ' s i n f l a t i o n , i t ' s 

p o s s i b l e t h a t a r o a d i s 13, 14, 15 y e a r s o l d . So i t ' s 

a p r o b l em t o r a i s e t h o s e r e v e n u e s , b u t t h e n e e d i s 

g r e a t . A q u i c k q u e s t i o n f o r you i s t h e S t a t e Chamber 

has s a i d t h a t t h e y w i l l s u p p o r t a r e a s o n a b l e i n c r e a s e 

i n t h e f u e l t a x f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

How d o e s y o u r l o c a l Chamber f e e l a b o u t t h a t ? 

MR. LOPES: 

A. We h a v e n ' t a p p r o a c h e d o u r l o c a l 

Chamber. I t h i n k I c a n s p e a k f r o m o u r b e h a l f . I 

t h i n k i f i t ' s a c a s e o f we c a n a c t u a l l y s e e what money 

has come i n f o r f u e l t a x and how i t ' s b e e n s p e n t s i n c e 

i t was e n a c t e d t h e l as t t i me i t was r a i s e d , I t h i nk 

t h e n we w o u l d h a v e a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i ng i f , a l l o f a 



s u d d e n , t h e r e ' s m i l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s a v a i l a b l e t h a t 

t h e y a r e n ' t b e i n g u s e d f o r o t h e r r e s o u r c e s s a y i n g oh, 

we n e e d t o p l ug t h i s h o l e as oppos ed t o f i x i ng t h e 

r o a d s and b r i d g e s and a i r p o r t s and t h e r a i l . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. So i f i t ' s f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , i n c l u d i ng l o c a l i n f r a s t r u c t u r e , y o u 

f e e l y o u r l o c a l chamber w i l l s u p p o r t i t ? 

MR. HARGER: 

A. We o n l y h a v e one o t h e r comment. 

We've d i s c u s s e d t h i s w i t h o u r l o c a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

I mean t h i s t h i ng n e e d s t o go b a c k t o t h e g e n e r a l 

b u d g e t . T h a t ' s $565 m i l l i o n . And I t h i n k t h a t ' s t h e 

mos t i m p o r t a n t t h i ng y o u c a n do on t o p --- t o h e l p y o u 

t h i s y e a r , b u t l e t ' s s e e y ou t r y t o do t h a t n e x t y e a r . 

And i t ' s n o t t h a t we d o n ' t want t h e s t a t e p o l i c e , b u t 

t h a t money d o e s n e e d t o come o u t o f t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

money. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. I t h i n k most a l l o f us c a n a g r e e 

w i t h t h a t . I n f a c t , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C o s t a h a s a b i l l 

o r w i l l h a v e a b i l l i n t o l e g a l i z e v i deo p o k e r f o r t h e 

s t a t e p o l i c e , i n o r d e r t o g e t them f u n d i n g f o r t h a t . 

We a l s o h a v e l i t t l e t o w n s h i ps t h a t t h e s e s t a t e p o l i ce 

c o v e r where n o r m a l l y t h e r e a r e n ' t p o l i c e d e p a r t m e n t s . 



A t l e a s t i n my a r e a , my l o c a l communi t y s p e n d s 

s o m e t h i n g a b o u t $6 m i l l i o n a y e a r on l o c a l p o l i c e . 

And i n t h o s e communi t i es t h a t h a v e more f o l ks i n i t 

s p e n t z e r o and g e t --- you know, a r e s u p p o r t e d by t h e 

s t a t e p o l i c e . So w e're f o l l o w i n g t h a t p a r t i c u l a r 

i s s u e . 

MR. HARGER: 

A. T h a t ' s k i n d o f what we were 

r e a l l y l o o k i n g a t . We j u s t n e e d t o be more c r e a t i v e 

i ns t e a d o f --- I mean we go t h r o u g h r u r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a 

w a t e r t a x , s e w e r t a x ; oh, i t ' s o n l y $45, r e a s s e s s m e n t 

t a x e s a g a i n . You know, i t ' s p r e t t y t o u g h . L e t ' s f a c e 

i t , I mean p e o p l e a r e w o r k i ng v e r y h a r d t o make ends 

meet . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve M i ke C a r r o l l ? 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . The 

P e n n s y l v a n i a Chamber o f Bus i nes s and I ndus t r y has 

as k e d g e n e r a l l y f o r a s o r t o f o r g a n i z a t i on t h a t s i t s 

a t a h e a r i ng and t e s t i f i es i n s u p p o r t o f 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s . And so I ' l l a s k y ou f e l l o w s t o make 

s u r e t h i s mes s age g e t s b a c k t o y o u r members t h a t t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a Chamber, I b e l i e v e , w o u l d h a v e done an 

a n a l y s i s t h a t y o u ' r e a s k i n g f o r b e f o r e t h e y t o o k t h e 



t i me t o t e s t i f y a t t h e h e a r i ngs o v e r a gas t a x 

i n c r e a s e . And so t h e m e r i t s o f t h e i n c r e a s e c o m p a r e d 

t o what h a p p e n e d w i t h t h e t h r e e c e n t s a g a l l o n i n '97, 

I t h i n k i t ' s b e e n c a l c u l a t e d i n '07 by t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a Chamber o f Bus i n es s and I ndus t r y , i s an 

e x a m p l e o f a n y t h i n g t h a t ' s i n c l u s i v e f o r i n c r e a s e s i n 

l i v i n g . 

MR. HARGER: 

A. I t h i n k one o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t 

you m i s i n t e r p r e t s o m e t i m e s i s i t ' s e a s y t o r a i s e a t a x 

and i t ' s e a s y f o r p e o p l e t o m i s u n d e r s t a n d what y o u ' r e 

g o i n g t o s p e n d t h a t money f o r . I t h i n k t h e r e ' s a 

d i s r e g a r d s o m e t i m e s f o r t h e money onc e we g e t i t . And 

I t h i n k i t has t o be s t r o n g l y s h u n n e d . I t ' s e a s y t o 

s a y l e t ' s j u s t g e t i t , b u t I t h i n k i t ' s more i m p o r t a n t 

r i g h t now i n o u r c o u n t r y and o u r s t a t e t h a t when we 

g e t i t , l e t ' s do t h e r i g h t t h i n g w i t h i t . 

And I t h i n k t h a t ' s what we 

r e p r e s e n t h e r e i n r u r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a . We n e e d t o be 

s t r o n g e r h e r e . We f o u g h t t h e 80 t h i n g and you s a i d 

t h a t ' s p a r t o f t h e jam. I'm n o t so s u r e o f t h a t . And 

we w i l l c o n t i nue t o be v i g i l a n t a g a i ns t t h a t k i nd o f 

t h i n g . B u t t h o s e a r e v e r y e a s y f o r y o u . You h a v e 50-

s ome --- how many l e g i s l a t o r s do y ou h a v e i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a a l o n e ? 



REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. S i r , I d o n ' t r e p r e s e n t 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

MR. HARGER: 

A. W e l l , t h a t ' s f i n e . And I t h i n k 

you s h o u l d v e r y s t r o n g l y, w i t h t h e i r i d e a s , as we w i l l 

i n r u r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a, t h i nk o f o u r i d e a s h e r e and 

t h a t ' s why we're h e r e t o t e s t i f y . 

R EPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. I w i l l s i m p l y s a y t h a t t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s c a n ' t j u s t p r o c e s s a 

n o r c a n we j u s t do t h a t now. I ' d l i k e t o s t a t e t h a t 

t h e g i v e n c a l c u l a t i on may s e t a p r e c e d e n t f o r a l l t h e 

members, n o t j u s t t h e o b v i o u s members. I d o n ' t t h i n k 

t h e r e ' s a number l i k e t h a t i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , s i r . So 

t h a t ' s what e v e r y o n e h a s t o r e a l i z e ; t h i s i s n o t an 

e a s y c o n v e r s a t i o n , q u i t e f r a n k l y . A t t h e end o f t h e 

da y , i f t h e r e ' s r o a d work n e e d e d i n C l i n t o n C o u n t y and 

we're n o t h e a r i n g any s u p p o r t f r o m t h e d i s t r i c t 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , t h e n a t t h e end o f t h e d a y , we n e e d t o 

be a b l e t o t a k e a p o s i t i o n b a s e d on n e e d . 

MR. HARGER: 

A. You ga v e us a l i s t b e f o r e we 

came t h a t t h e r e was $ 2 mi l l i on, I t h i nk i t was , t h a t 

we w o u l d l o s e b e c a u s e o f 44. 



CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve G e i s t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

G o i n g b a c k t o a c o u p l e o f t h i n g s 

y o u h a d t o s a y a b o u t t h i s . I h a d a r e g u l a r s e r v i n g on 

t h e r e f o r m b r a n c h . T h e r e were two l o c a l t o u s , J i m 

L i l y ( p h o n e t i c ) and C h r i s L u r g o v i t z ( p h o n e t i c ) . We 

t h o u g h t t h e r e p o r t was s o w e l l d o n e , we i s s u e d i t w i t h 

o u r r e p o r t . I s t r o n g l y s u g g e s t t h a t y o u o t h e r s who 

b e l i e v e t h a t y o u ' r e m a k i n g up f o r t h e d e f i c i e n c i e s , 

t h e d e f i c i e n c i e s a r e a l l t h r o u g h o u t t h a t r e p o r t . The 

w h o l e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a i s so huge t h a t i t ' s a l m o s t 

i m p o s s i b l e t o a d d r e s s . B u t when we s e e t h e number o f 

d e f i c i e n t r o a d s and t h e mi l es o f d e f i c i e n t r o a d s --¬

you know, t h e d e f i c i e n t r o a d s , a l o t o f i t we d o n ' t 

pay t o f i x up, we r e b u i l d . Now, y o u ' r e h e a r i n g t h a t 

o n c e . So e v e r y one o f t h e s e n e i g h b o r h o o d s , n o t 

n e c e s s a r i l y i n C l i n t o n C o u n t y , w i l l obs e r v e e v e n a b o u t 

. We d o n ' t b e l i e v e i n s a v i n g i t a l l i n t h e n e x t 

c o u p l e y e a r s . So i t ' s i n c u m b e n t upon us t o k e e p 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s ' h o u s e s warm. B u t when we've g o t 

d e f i c i e n t r o a d s t h a t w o u l d s t r e t c h t h e w h o l e way 

a c r o s s t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s s e v e r a l t i m e s , when we h e a r 

t h e w o r d s d e f i c i e n t r o a d s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a and we h e a r 

I want --- we n e e d a new r o a d --- none o f them s eem t o 



be d o i n g a n y t h i n g b u t t a l k i n g and t a l k i n g and t a l k i n g . 

B u t I w i l l t e l l y o u , as a p e r s on who s e e s t h e l e g a l i t y 

o f t h i s , l e t e v e r y one o f t h e p e o p l e who a r e oppos ed 

s a y t h a t we t r y a n o t h e r way. 

I mmedi a t e l y upon t h e l as t 

s ummi t , t h e r e was o f f e r e d a c o m p r e h e n s i ve p l an t o do 

t h a t . The a p p r o v a l o f a c o m p r e h e n s i v e p l a n i n t h e 

G e n e r a l As s embl y i s i n v o l v i ng b o t h t h e S e n a t e and t h e 

g o v e r n m e n t . And I c a l l e d a s p e c i a l s e s s i o n i n v o l v i n g 

v a r i o u s p o l i c y c o m m i t t e e s . And t h e l e t t e r I s e n t a t 

t h e v e r y b e g i n n i ng, t h i s i s s t a r t i ng a p r o c e s s where 

y o u ' r e g o i n g t o s e e us do t h i s . I t h a s n ' t b e e n done 

i n y e a r s . I w a t c h e d o v e r i t o v e r t h e l a s t 20 y e a r s . 

I t was meant t o t a k e f o u r and a h a l f and i t t o o k 20 

y e a r s . T h i s i s n ' t s o m e t h i n g t h a t ' s g o i n g t o h a p p e n 

o v e r n i g h t ; t h i s i s c u m u l a t i v e . And we're p r e p a r e d t o 

make t h i s t h e b u s i n e s s o f t h e H o u s e . And t h a t ' s what 

we're h e r e t o d a y t o do. We're n o t g o i n g t o o v e r l o o k 

d e f i c i e n c i e s . Thank y o u . 

MR. HARGER: 

J u s t one comment t o g i v e , Mr. 

G e i s t ? I u n d e r s t a n d y o u ' r e v e r y q u a l i f i e d i n 

b u s i n e s s . B u t d o e s t h a t mean t h e d e f i c i e n c i e s y o u ' r e 

g o i ng t o o v e r l ook t h a t a r e i n t h e --- I mean, you s a i d 

y o u ' r e n o t g o i n g t o d e a l w i t h d e f i c i e n c i e s and we 



d i d n ' t s a y t h a t t h e y ' r e n o t a g a i n s t f u n d i n g . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

L e t me c o r r e c t t h a t . What I 

s a i d was d e a l i n g w i t h a d e f i c i e n c y , y o u c a n ' t do i t . 

The d e f i c i e n c i e s t h a t were b u i l t i n t o t h e D e f i c i e n c y 

R e f orm P l an, a l o t o f t h o s e h a v e a l r e a d y b e e n d e a l t 

w i t h by t h e D e p a r t m e n t . Y o u ' r e l o o k i n g a t a b o u t $3.5 

b i l l i o n on t h e w h o l e , j u s t t o m a i n t a i n t h e s y s t e m . 

MR. HARGER: 

S o t h e s t a t e p o l i c e , i s t h a t 

a --- ? 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

S t a t e p o l i c e i s n ' t g o i n g t o h a v e 

t h e o p t i o n . 

MR. HARGER: 

B u t t h a t h a s n ' t b e e n done y e t ; 

r i g h t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

None o f t h i s h a s b e e n done y e t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve W h e a t l e y ? 

REPRESENTATIVE WHEATLEY: 

Q. Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve G e i s t p r e t t y much s a i d what I was g o i ng 

t o s a y . I t h i n k h e ' s summed i t up p r e t t y w e l l . I ' d 



be c u r i o u s t o s e e what t h e l a s t i n c r e a s e f u n d e d . I s 

t h e c o n c e r n t h a t y o u h a v e t h a t s ome o f t h e p r o j e c t s on 

r o a d s w i l l e x c e e d t h a t number? I f i t was mi s us ed o r 

--- ? H e l p me u n d e r s t a n d f rom y o u r p e r s p e c t i ve what 

t h i s w i l l do f o r y o u , s e e i ng as you s t i l l --- no 

m a t t e r what you do w i t h t h a t , y o u ' l l s t i l l f a c e 

a n o t h e r $ 3 b i l l i on h o l e i n t h e c u r r e n t s t r u c t u r e r i g h t 

now. What do you t h i n k w o u l d h e l p t h a t ? 

MR. HARGER: 

A. W e l l , t h e $3 b i l l i o n w e 're 

t a l k i n g a b o u t a l s o i n c l u d e s mass t r a n s i t , so t h a t ' s 

t h e o v e r a l l i s s u e . So t h e r e a r e some t h i n g s we c a n do 

t h e r e . T h e r e ' s no d o u b t a b o u t t h a t . And t h e r e a r e 

a l s o s ome t h i ngs t h a t we c a n do w i t h o u r r o a d s and 

b r i d g e s w h i c h we d i d n ' t p r o b a b l y do and t h a t we c a n 

c o n t i n u e t o do w i t h t h e money t h a t we h a v e . B u t no, 

i t ' s n o t t h a t t h e y were n o t u s e d p r o p e r l y . Some o f 

t h e t h i ngs , we s t a r t e d p u t t i ng o u t l i t t l e a r e a s --- I 

j us t h e a r d a b o u t how t h e g o v e r n o r h a d a commi t t e e o f 

3 0 p e o p l e t h a t h a d b e e n done away w i t h q u i t e 

mys t e r i ous l y t h i s week, t h a t a l l t h e s e were p e o p l e who 

were as s o c i a t e d w i t h you p e o p l e t o t e l l y o u a b o u t 

f u n d i n g s o u r c e s i n y o u r a r e a . Am I r i g h t o r am I 

wrong? T h i r t y (30) p e o p l e . Now, you t a k e t h o s e 30 

p e o p l e t h a t ' s j u s t a s m a l l s a m p l e ; t h a t ' s how 



p e o p l e g e t t o some o f t h e i s s u e s . B u t t h e 30 p e o p l e 

t i mes t h e c o s t o f s a l a r i es p l us t h e t i me s p e n t t i mes 

t h e r e t i r e m e n t f und and a l l t h e c a r s and e v e r y t h i ng 

t h a t go w i t h t h a t , . 

Thos e a r e s ome o f t h e t h i ngs 

t h a t I'm t a l k i n g a b o u t w i t h t h e i n c r e a s e i n gas t a x , 

and we've g o t t o be v e r y v i g i l a n t t h a t we u s e t h a t 

money w i t h t h e e f f i c i e n c i e s t h a t Mr. G e i s t t a l k e d 

a b o u t and make t h a t money go t h e way we n e e d i t t o go 

a t t h i s p o i n t . I t ' s v e r y c o s t l y f o r p e o p l e t o d r i v e 

on t h e h i g h w a y . You t a l k a b o u t t h e p r i c e o f gas 

i s n o t c h e a p and c a r s a r e n o t c h e a p , so i t ' s g e t t i n g 

v e r y e x p e n s i v e . A l l w e're d o i n g i s t r y i n g t o p r o t e c t 

t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e p e o p l e t h a t we r e p r e s e n t . 

REPRESENTATIVE WHEATLEY: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u , g e n t l e m e n . I 

t h i n k w e ' l l t a k e a f i v e - m i n u t e b r e a k now b e f o r e o u r 

n e x t p a n e l . From PennDOT T r a n s p o r t a t i o n D i s t r i c t Two, 

Mr. K e v i n K l i n e w i l l be n e x t when we g e t b a c k . 

SHORT BREAK TAKEN 

CHAIRMAN: 

W h i l e we're w a i t i n g f o r t h e 

members, I ' d l i k e t o i n t r o d u c e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e K e r r y 



B e n n i n g h o f f . K e r r y , y o u ' r e welcome t o come f o r w a r d i f 

y o u ' d l i k e . I ' d a l s o l i k e t o r e c o g n i z e my S t a t e 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n c o l l e a g u e G e o r g e K h o u r y . 

Welcome. 

Okay. I t h i n k we h a v e e v e r y 

member t h a t w i l l t r i c k l e i n h e r e . K e v i n K l i n e , 

e x e c u t i ve f o r PennDOT D i s t r i c t Two, and we c a n be 

g e n e r o u s w i t h t i m e . I t h i n k y o u h a v e 15 m i n u t e s . You 

do h a v e a l e n g t h i e r p r e s e n t a t i on, I b e l i e v e ; i s t h a t 

r i g h t ? 

MR. K L I N E : 

Y e s . The S e c r e t a r y h a s a s k e d us 

t o p r e s e n t t h e s t a t e w i de pos i t i on f i r s t f o r PennDOT 

and t h e n g e t i n t o t h e r e g i o n a l p o s i t i on, s o I w o u l d 

l i ke t o g e t i n t o t h e s t a t e w i de pos i t i on f i r s t on 

b e h a l f o f t h e S e c r e t a r y . F i r s t , j u s t a c o u p l e g e n e r a l 

s l i d e s . I'm a c t u a l l y t a l k i n g a b o u t what we've b e e n 

d i s c u s s i ng a l l d a y , d e t e r i o r a t i on o f r o a d s and 

b r i d g e s . A c o u p l e r o a d s a r o u n d t h e s t a t e , d i f f e r e n t 

c o r n e r s o f t h e a r e a t h a t a r e s h o w i n g d e t e r i o r a t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

E x c u s e me, Mr. K l i n e . A r e n ' t 

t h e r e some o u t s i d e c o n c e r t s ? Why d o n ' t y o u go a h e a d ? 

MR. K L I N E : 

Okay. C o n g e s t i o n a l s o p r o v i d e s 



a maj o r i s s ue f o r t h e t r a v e l i ng p u b l i c, as n o t e d i n 

t h e s l i d e , as w e l l as t h e p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

T h e r e a r e many i s s ues i n f u n d i ng n e e d s f o r o u r t r a n s i t 

a g e n c i e s as w e l l . 

One o f t h e maj o r i s s ues i n 

a d d r e s s i ng o r g o i ng a g a i ns t o u r i ndus t r y r i g h t now i s 

t h e b i g p r i ce v e r s us t h e c o n s t r u c t i on p r i ce i n dex and 

t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n c o s t i n d e x . As you c a n s e e , t h e b i d 

p r i c i n g i s p r o b a b l y i n f l a t e d by 80 p e r c e n t s i n c e 2 0 0 3 . 

L e a d i ng i n t o t h e s t a t e w i de h i ghway mai n t e n a n c e 

f u n d i n g , w h i l e some b u y i n g power a t $1.6 b i l l i o n i n 

f e d e r a l f i s c a l y e a r '08-'09, w h i c h i n e s s e n c e r e a l l y 

l o o s e n s t h e w h o l e c o n s t r u c t i o n s e a s o n f o r u s . T h a t 

amount o f money w o u l d ' v e c o v e r e d t h a t p r o g r a m f o r a 

y e a r . What c a n , i n number two, o f f s e t some o f t h e s e 

c o s t s a v i ngs ? 

F i r s t o r d e r o f bus i nes s i s t o 

s t r e t c h o u r d o l l a r . You c a n s e e i n 1973 we s t a r t e d 

w i t h o v e r 2 0 , 0 0 0 empl o y e e s , a l l t h e way up t o t h e 

p r e s e n t d a y , 2010, w i t h 11,800 e m p l o y e e s . The p r i v a t e 

s e c t o r a t 74 p e r c e n t shown up t h e r e i s 74 p e r c e n t o f 

t h e m o t o r l i c e n s e f und f o r h i ghway and s ome b r i dge 

o p e r a t i n g b u d g e t s ; i t ' s s p e n t on c o n t r a c t s w i t h i n 

p r i v a t e i n d u s t r y . T h i s s u p p o r t s o u r l o c a l g o v e r n i n g 

as w e l l as s t a t e w i d e e c o n o m i e s . 



O t h e r PennDOT r e d u c t i o n s , we've 

r e d u c e d o u r p e r s o n a l f l e e t v e h i c l e s by 30 p e r c e n t . 

A n o t h e r c o s t s a v i n g s y o u c a n s e e up on t h e b o a r d , $8.5 

mi l l i on d r i v e r l i c e n s i ng, $ 2 0 mi l l i on i n t h e 

mai n t e n a n c e and e f f i c i e n c y a r e a s , $ 5 9 mi l l i on i n 

l i c e n s e p l a t e r e - i s s u a n c e s . $327 m i l l i o n i n v a l u a b l e 

e n g i n e e r i ng s a v i ngs , $ 1 1 4 mi l l i on i n c o n s t r u c t i on 

w o r k s i t e c h a n g e s and i mpl e m e n t i ng s ome o f t h e s m a r t 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on p l a c e s has r e d u c e d t h e R o u t e 2 0 2 

p r o j e c t by $ 2 0 0 mi l l i on and $ 7 0 mi l l i on on t h e 

M a r s h a l l ' s C r e e k B y p a s s . 

N a t u r a l l y w i t h t h e l os s o f 

r e v e n u e , p r o p e n s i t y o f a d d i ng p r o j e c t s h a v e r e d u c e d 

o v e r t h e l a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s . You c a n s e e i n '09 we're 

down t o f i ve p e r c e n t o v e r a l l f o r c a p a c i t y - a d d i ng 

p r o j e c t s v e r s u s t h e 25 p e r c e n t we were b a c k i n 2 0 0 1 . 

What h a v e we b e e n d o i ng o r what 

h a v e b e e n t h e f u n d i ng d i s c u s s i ons ? The T r a n s p o r t a t i on 

and R e f orm Commi s s i on as n o t e d e a r l i e r was 

commi s s i oned i n 2 0 0 6 and p r o v i d e d t h e s t u d y w i t h t h e 

n e t a n n u a l o f a $1.7 b i l l i o n n e e d p e r y e a r f o r t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t . A c t 44 was i n i t i a t e d a n d , as you c a n s e e , 

t h e r e w o u l d h a v e b e e n t h e p r o j e c t i ons f o r what A c t 4 4 

w o u l d h a v e p r o d u c e d o r p r o v i d e d b o t h f o r h i ghway, 

b r i d g e and p u b l i c t r a n s i t i f i t w o u l d ' v e s t a y e d i n i t s 



c o n c e s s i o n , so i t was $900 m i l l i o n . The one s h o t arm 

t h a t we g o t l as t y e a r was t h e A m e r i c a n R e c o v e r y and 

R e i n v e s t m e n t A c t o r ARRA. A l i t t l e o v e r $1 b i l l i o n 

f o r r o a d s and b r i d g e s a r o u n d t h e s t a t e , $ 3 4 7 mi l l i on 

f o r p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

I t h i n k i t ' s w e l l t o n o t e t h a t 

t r a n s i t a g e n c i es a r e us i ng ARRA f unds t o a c c o m p l i s h 

136 p r o j e c t s t h r o u g h o u t P e n n s y l v a n i a . T r a n s i t 

p r o j e c t s a l s o i n c l ude t h e p u r c h a s e o f 1 7 6 v e h i c l es t o 

r e p l a c e v e h i c l e s t h a t h a v e r e a c h e d t h e i r u s e f u l l i f e . 

PennDOT, on t h e o t h e r h a n d , where i t ' s c r i t i c a l t o g e t 

o u r money o u t on t h e s t r e e t , h a s p r o v i d e d an 

a d d i t i o n a l 2 9 3 h i ghway and b r i dge p r o j e c t s a r o u n d 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . PA has b e e n one o f t h e most s u c c e s s f u l 

s t a t e s i n t h e n a t i o n i n g e t t i n g o u r p r o j e c t s o u t . 

J u s t a g e n e r a l s l i d e w i t h t h e 

p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g and r i d e r s h i p n o t e d . 

T h a t A c t 44 b o o s t came i n a b o u t t h e '06-'07 o r '07-'08 

y e a r , up t o 400 m i l l i o n r i d e r s a n n u a l l y . 

I m p r o v i n g o u r r o a d s y s t e m . 

PennDOT i s r e a l l y s t r i v i ng t o r e d u c e o u r r o u g h n e s s 

a r o u n d t h e s t a t e . You c a n s e e i n 1996 we h a d 18,000 

mi l es o f r o a d w a y t h a t were i n p o o r s hape as c o m p a r e d 

t o 2009 where we're down a r o u n d a l i t t l e o v e r 6,000 

m i l e s m a r k e d . 



S t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s . 

We've gone t h r o u g h many i t e r a t i o n s o f t r y i n g t o f i x 

o u r b r i d g e s a r o u n d t h e s t a t e . We d i d g e t a s p i k e i n 

t h e 2 0 0 6 -2 0 0 7 y e a r s , and we d i d c h a n g e o u r c r i t e r i a 

s omewhat t o be more s t r i n g e n t b a s ed on t h e R o u t e 7 0 o r 

I-70 c o l l a p s e , w h i c h d i d i n c r e a s e o u r SD number. B u t 

as you c a n s e e , we've b e e n w o r k i n g t h e p a s t s e v e r a l 

y e a r s t o b r i ng t h a t s t r u c t u r a l l y - d e f i c i e n t b r i dge 

c o u n t down. 

A p i c t u r e ' s w o r t h a t h o u s a n d 

w o r d s . We s t i l l h a v e a l o n g way t o go. 5,600 b r i d g e s 

l e f t , 7 , 0 0 0 mi l es o f p o o r h i ghway a r o u n d t h e 

Commonwealth. A c t 44, w i t h o u t t o l l i n g o f I n t e r s t a t e 

8 0 , w i t h o u t t h e t o l l i ng t h e f u n d i ng d r o p s 

d r a m a t i c a l l y ; t h u s , t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n s we're h a v i n g now 

w o u l d r e d u c e i t t o a b o u t $450 m i l l i o n p e r y e a r f r o m 

t h e c u r r e n t A c t 4 4 s i t u a t i on, and $ 2 b i l l i on h a v e b e e n 

f u n d e d o v e r t h e p a s t f o u r y e a r s . 

The n e x t s l i de i s a 4 4 1 u n f u n d e d 

h i g h w a y b r i d g e p r o j e c t s . T h a t i s t h e r e s u l t o r t h e 

l os s o f p r o j e c t s t h a t t h e D e p a r t m e n t h a d p l a n n e d ba s ed 

on A c t 44 b e i n g f u l l y f u n d e d . So when we're t a l k i n g 

a b o u t t h a t $ 5 0 0 mi l l i on r a n g e o f moni es t h a t w i l l be 

l o s t f r o m t h i s f i s c a l y e a r on, t h a t ' s what PennDOT 

w o u l d ' v e b e e n w o r k i n g on i f t h a t money w o u l d ' v e 



s t a y e d . 

The a c c e l e r a t e d h i ghway and 

b r i dge p r o g r a m , y o u c a n s ee we d i d us e bo n d moni es t o 

make a s u r g e i n t o t h a t p r o g r a m as w e l l as o u r TI P 

money f o r b r i d g e s . B u t we a l s o u s e d a l o t o f A c t 44 

money t o h e l p . The g o a l o f PennDOT i s t o g e t w i t h i n 

t h e n a t i o n a l a v e r a g e by t h e y e a r 2 0 3 3 . As you s e e , 

t h a t w o u l d t a k e us down t o a b o u t 3 , 0 0 0 s t r u c t u r a l l y 

d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s . W i t h t h e l o s s o f A c t 44 r e v e n u e , 

t h a t ' s p r o j e c t e d t o s t a y up a r o u n d t h e 4,800, 4,900 

r a n g e . N a t u r a l l y i t went o v e r h e r e where y o u s e e t h e 

s p l i t . We're g o i n g t o be l o s i n g g r o u n d v e r s u s 

g a i n i n g . 

I n v e s t i n g i n o u r f u t u r e . As we 

d i s c u s s e d e a r l i e r , t h e r e ' s a 2006 r e p o r t f r o m t h e 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e . A g a i n , t h a t ' s 

u p d a t e d now and i t was u p d a t e d i n May o f 2010. The 

c o m b i ned n e t n e e d s f rom t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i on A d v i s o r y 

C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t i s a l m o s t $3.5 b i l l i o n . As y o u c a n 

s e e , $2.5 i s i n h i g h w a y , b r i d g e . And when you b r e a k 

t h a t down f u r t h e r i n t o t h e h i g h w a y / b r i d g e a r e a , i t 

s hows you t h e b r e a k o u t b e t w e e n t h e p a v e m e n t s , b r i d g e s , 

c o n g e s t i o n , s a f e t y and c a p a c i t y and o t h e r p r o j e c t s . 

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . N e a r t e r m , 

g e n e r a t e new r e v e n u e t o s t a b i l i z e P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s 



t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m . A $500 m i l l i o n f u n d i n g gap i s 

n o t e d f rom t h e A c t 4 4 c h a n g e and b e g i n a p h a s e o f 

l o n g - t e r m , e f f i c i e n t s t r a t e g y . R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s on t h e 

l o n g - t e r m , es t a b l i s h a new t r a n s p o r t a t i on f u n d i ng 

f ramework t h a t ens u r e s s us t a i n a b l e m obi l i t y , 

p r e d i c t a b l e and s us t a i n a b l e maj o r e l e ments i n c l u d i ng 

more d i r e c t u s e r pay s y s t e m s , VMT, v e h i c l e m i l e s 

t r a v e l e d , t o l l i ng o p t i ons , p u b l i c/ p r i v a t e 

p a r t n e r s h i ps , s t r a t e g i c b o r r o w i ng, l o c a l o p t i ons f o r 

t a x e s . I know y o u ' r e a l l l o o k i n g a t t h o s e d i f f e r e n t 

o p t i o n s . 

One o t h e r n o t e . The A s s o c i a t i o n 

o f C i v i l E n g i n e e r s p r o d u c e d a r e p o r t j us t r e c e n t l y and 

l a b e l e d i t as K e y s t o n e i n C r i s i s . They g r a d e d 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s b r i d g e s as e a r n i n g a C and o u r r o a d w a y s 

as a D. And t h a t ' s g e n e r a l l y t h e s t a t e w i d e 

p r e s e n t a t i o n t h a t t h e S e c r e t a r y d i d p r o v i d e l a s t week. 

B u t t h a n k you f o r y o u r t i me on t h a t and l e t t i ng o u r 

l o c a l p e o p l e s e e t h a t r e p o r t . 

I ' d l i k e t o go i n t o t h e r e g i o n a l 

i m p a c t , i f y o u ' d l i k e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve G e i s t has a 

q u e s t i o n . 



Q. I know t h e r e ' s a g r e e n map w h i c h 

shows a l l t h e b r i d g e s . A r e you g o i n g t o l a u n c h t h a t 

so t h a t e a c h d i s t r i c t o r by e a c h m u n i c i p a l i t y ? 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. Y e s , we c a n do t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

Q. T h a t c o u l d be a u s e f u l t o o l , 

e s p e c i a l l y f o r l o c a l r e v e n u e . And t h e n t h e r e were 

p r o j e c t s t h a t were k n o c k e d o f f . T h e r e ' s an a w f u l l o t 

o f p e o p l e, a l o t o f p e o p l e who t e s t i f i ed and w o r k e d 

s e v e r a l y e a r s f o r t h o s e p r o j e c t s ? 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. Y e s , s i r . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

Q. I know t h e r e ' s an a w f u l l o t o f 

t h o s e p e o p l e who were p u t b a c k on t h e p r o j e c t s ? 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. Our D i s t r i c t , and I'm s u r e 

D i s t r i c t T h r e e as w e l l as t h e o t h e r d i s t r i c t s a r o u n d 

t h e s t a t e u s e t h o s e maps i n o u r p l a n n i n g . I n o u r 

e v e r y d a y work a c t u a l l y, b o t h o u r MPOs and o u r RPOs 

when we're s i t t i n g down t o l o o k a t t h e new T I P s o f 

what we want t o p r i o r i t i z e f rom a b r i dge n e e d and f rom 

a r o a d w a y n e e d a l s o . 



Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e Hanna? 

REPRESENTATIVE HANNA: 

Q. Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . K e v i n , 

I t h i nk i t was y o u r s i x t h s l i de on t h e 2 0 - y e a r 

h i s t o r y ? 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. Yes . 

REPRESENTATIVE HANNA: 

Q. I f you c o u l d go o v e r t h a t a g a i n 

f o r me, what t h e t h r e e d i f f e r e n t f i g u r e s a r e and why 

t h e r e ' s t r e m e n d o u s d i s p a r i t y t h e r e ? 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. The b i g p r i c e i n d e x i s t h e l a r g e 

i n c r e a s e and i t b a s i c a l l y s hows t h e v a r i a b l es t h a t 

h a v e b e e n i n c l u d e d w i t h t h e c o s t o f s t e e l , c o n c r e t e , 

a g g r e g a t e s , a s p h a l t , e t c e t e r a . T h e r e were some 

s h o r t a g e s a r o u n d t h e n a t i on a t one p o i n t w i t h c o n c r e t e 

and w i t h s t e e l and w i t h s ome o f t h e o t h e r work g o i ng 

on o v e r s e a s and b e i n g e x p o r t s . So t h e b i d c o s t i n g 

i n d e x e s were a c t u a l l y h i g h e r t h a n what t h e c o n s umer 

p r i ce i n d e x e s w e r e , s o t h a t g a v e us t h e 4 0 - p e r c e n t 

d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n maybe what we w o u l d as s ume t o be 

s e e i n g v e r s u s what we a c t u a l l y h a d t o pay f o r b i d s . 



REPRESENTATIVE HANNA: 

Q. Then l a t e r i n y o u r s t a t e w i d e 

p r e s e n t a t i on y o u h a d a s l i de e n t i t l ed p u b l i c 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f u n d i n g and r i d e r s h i p . And i f I'm 

r e a d i n g t h a t r i g h t , as i t ' s b e e n b a c k t r a c k e d , i t w o u l d 

i n c r e a s e t h e c o s t f o r i f I'm r e a d i n g t h a t s l i d e 

r i g h t , y o u ' r e s h o w i n g t h a t t h e r i d e r s h i p went up? 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. Y e a h , r i d e r s h i p h a s i n c r e a s e d . 

REPRESENTATIVE HANNA: 

Q. Same t h i n g w i t h t h e r a t e s went 

up? 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. R i g h t . The f u n d i n g t h a t A c t 44 

bo o s t e d was i n a b o u t 2 0 0 7 , s o t h e f u n d i ng f o r t h e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on o r t h e t r a n s i t h a d i n c r e a s ed where t h e y 

were a b l e t o s t a b i l i z e s ome more o f t h e i r s e r v i c e s , 

p r o v i de more e q u i pment, more bus es , a c t u a l l y p r o d u c e d 

an i n c r e a s e o f r i d e r s h i p up t o t h a t 400 m i l l i o n mark. 

REPRESENTATIVE HANNA: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

I f I mi g h t add t o i t , t h a t a l s o 

c o i n c i d e d w i t h t h e r i s e i n g a s o l i n e c o s t s . The p r i c e 

o f gas went o v e r $4 and r i d e r s h i p went up. 



MR. K L I N E : 

A. Y e a h . I t h i n k some o f o u r l o c a l 

o p e r a t o r s c a n t e l l y o u t h a t , es p e c i a l l y w i t h CATA 

g e t t i ng f rom t h e C l e a r f i e l d a r e a o v e r t o S t a t e C o l l ege 

and t h e v a n r i d e r s h i ps t h a t s p i k e d t h r o u g h t h e i r a r e a 

t o p r o v i d e d S h a r e d R i d e s t o t h e S t a t e C o l l e g e a r e a . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay . 

MR. K L I N E : 

I f t h e r e ' s n o t h i n g f u r t h e r , I ' d 

l i k e t o go t o t h e r e g i o n a l i m p a c t s . And a g a i n , j u s t 

some o f o u r unmet n e e d s . Y o u ' r e l o o k i n g a t t h r e e 

b r i d g e s t h a t a r e u n f u n d e d w i t h i n o u r t h r e e p r o g r a m 

a r e a s , as w e l l as s ome p i c t u r e s o f 2 1 9 i n t h e N o r t h e r n 

T i e r . T h e r e ' s D i s t r i c t Two's l i s t o f s t r u c t u r a l l y -

d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s . We've g o t 670 o f them c u r r e n t l y . 

Our s t a t u s t o d a t e , you c a n s ee i n 2 0 0 9 we were a t 

a b o u t t h e 30 p e r c e n t mark and w e're d r o p p i n g t h a t 

s t e a d i l y . The y e a r 2040, o u r p r o j e c t i o n s w o u l d ' v e 

t a k e n us down t o a b o u t a 2 4 p e r c e n t s t r u c t u r a l l y-

d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e mark w i t h i n t h e D i s t r i c t . W i t h i n A c t 

4 4 f u n d i ng o r b e i ng f u l l y f u n d e d o r r e s t o r e d t o t h a t 

$ 4 5 0 mi l l i on s t a t e w i de g e t s us b a c k up i n t o t h e 2 6 , 

a l m o s t 27 p e r c e n t r a n g e . 

T h e r e ' s 298 m i l e s o f p o o r r o a d s 



w i t h i n t h e D i s t r i c t . We're t r y i n g t o u p g r a d e t h o s e as 

b e s t we c a n . The a l a r m i n g s l i d e r i g h t h e r e i s 787 

m i l e s o f o u t - o f - c y c l e p a v e m e n t . I f you compare t h a t 

w i t h t h e s l i d e p r e v i o u s l y , t h a t ' s a c o n c e r n b e c a u s e 

w i t h o u t a d e q u a t e f u n d i ng t o a d d r e s s t h e s e r o a d s , 

t h e y ' l l e v e n t u a l l y f a l l i n t o t h a t p o o r c a t e g o r y . 

7 , 5 0 0 f u n d e d and u n f u n d e d 

p r o j e c t s e q u a l i n g $54 m i l l i o n i n D i s t r i c t Two. T h a t 

was o u r l o s s f r o m t h e A c t 44 l o s s o f r e v e n u e . So when 

you l ook a t i t i n t h e D i s t r i c t Two a r e a , o u r c u r r e n t 

f u n d i n g l e v e l i s $150 m i l l i o n . Our e s t i m a t e d r e g i o n a l 

n e e d i s $335 m i l l i o n . We've g o t a s h o r t f a l l o f $185 

m i l l i o n . 

J u s t a q u i c k s l i d e f o r o u r 

t r a n s i t a g e n c i e s i n t h e a r e a and t h e i r r i d e r s h i p . You 

c a n s ee o u r ATA i n t h e n o r t h c e n t r a l a r e a w i t h t h e 

a n n u a l r i d e r s h i p o f 6 4 7 , 0 0 0 , o p e r a t i ng s t a t e s j us t a 

b u d g e t o f $3.2 m i l l i o n . C e n t e r r e g i o n i s s e v e n 

m i l l i o n , t h a t ' s a l o t o f r i d e r s h i p i n t h e S t a t e 

C o l l e g e / C e n t r e r e g i o n a r e a f o r $3.4 m i l l i o n o p e r a t i n g 

and t h e D u b o i s , F a l l s C r e e k , Sandy J o i n t A u t h o r i t y a t 

6 4 , 0 0 0 a n n u a l r i d e r s w i t h a $ 4 4 8 , 0 0 0 a n n u a l o p e r a t i ng 

b u d g e t . 

And w i t h t h a t , t h a t ' s my l o c a l 

p r e s e n t a t i o n f o r D i s t r i c t Two. I t h a n k y o u f o r y o u r 



t i m e . Any a d d i t i o n a l q u e s t i o n s ? 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Y e a h , I h a v e a q u e s t i o n . You 

had a s l i de w h i c h s howed t h e maps t h a t h a d a l l t h o s e 

d o t s o r s t a r s o r w h a t e v e r t h e y a r e i n d i c a t i ng t h e 

r o a d s and b r i d g e s . T h o s e a r e j u s t PennDOT-owned r o a d s 

and b r i d g e s ? 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. Y e s , t h a t ' s c o r r e c t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Okay. So i f we a d d e d t h e 

l o c a l --- ? 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. T h e r e ' s a huge l o c a l n e e d on t o p 

o f t h a t . B u t t h o s e s l i d e s were j u s t on t h e s t a t e 

s y s t e m . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. B e c a u s e we h a d s e v e r a l s l i d e s 

t h a t h a d t h e t o t a l . 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. I t w o u l d be a l o t more c o l o r f u l . 

CHAIRMAN: 

I t h i n k t h a t j u s t a b o u t sums up 

where we a r e w i t h t h i s v a s t and s o b e r i ng 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e p r o b l e m . I t h i n k i t i s what we h a v e t o 



do. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G e i s t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

Q. Y e s , b u t t h a t C o m m i t t e e , i n 

t h e i r r e p o r t , showed t h a t t h e r e ' s a l o c a l n e e d . And 

t h e n t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o s t a r t t h e n e x t c a s e and t h e n 

s u d d e n l y t r y t o move i t . What r u r a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n do 

you g a t h e r t h a t t h e y n e e d ? 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. W e l l , I t h i n k we n e e d t o be 

a c t i v e i n t h a t r o l e , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e . J u s t as an 

o v e r s i g h t as much as a n y t h i ng i s a l o t o f l o c a l 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s d o n ' t h a v e t h e k n o w l e d g e o r t h e 

b a c k g r o u n d o r t h e y ' r e t r y i n g t o f i g u r e i t o u t 

thems e l v e s , l o o k i ng t o us f o r as s i s t a n c e i n t h a t 

m a t t e r . So o u r r e g i o n a l e n g i n e e r and h i s s t a f f h a v e 

b e e n w o r k i ng w i t h t h e l o c a l s and t r y i ng t o as s es s 

t h o s e r o a d s . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

Q. I s t h e r e any way t h a t t h e n e e d s 

and t h e o p e r a t i ve c o n t r a c t s t h a t t h e s e f o l k s a r e --¬

I'm r e a l l y c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e e x t e n t o f t h e p r o b l e m . 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. I d o n ' t know t h a t we've d e l v e d 

i n t o i t t h a t d e e p l y w i t h t h e o p e n - e n d e d d i s c u s s i o n s . 

I t ' s s o m e t h i n g t h a t we c o u l d c e r t a i n l y l o o k a t . And 



a g a i n, t h o s e o p e n - e n d e d c o n s u l t a n t c o n t r a c t s r i g h t now 

a r e t o c a p a c i t y f o r o u r own n e e d s w i t h t h e s t a t e w i de 

l e v e l a l s o . I t ' s s o m e t h i n g we c o u l d c e r t a i n l y l o o k 

a t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve T i m S o l o b a y ? 

REPRESENTATIVE SOLOBAY: 

Q. Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . Has 

t h e r e e v e r b e e n a n e e d , es p e c i a l l y on t h e s mal l e r 

b r i d g e s , t o c o n v e r t f rom a s t a n d - t y p e b r i dge t o a 

d i f f e r e n t t y p e o f r e c o n s t r u c t i on on s ome o f t h e s e? 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. Y e s . A b s o l u t e l y . D i s t r i c t Two, 

we've g o t t e n b a c k i n t o t h e box c u l v e r t b u s i n e s s l a s t 

y e a r . They d i d n i n e s e p a r a t e i n s t a l l a t i o n s e i t h e r 

w i t h box c u l v e r t s o r p l a n t s . We h a v e a Cameron 

R e g i o n a l R e p a i r F a c i l i t y h e r e t h a t ' s now m a k i n g p l a n t 

beams t h a t o u r mai n t e n a n c e f o r c e s c a n p l a c e i ns t e a d o f 

c o n t r a c t i n g t h a t work o u t . 

REPRESENTATIVE SOLOBAY: 

Q. What's t h e d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e 

c o s t f o r a b r i dge v e r s us a --- d e p e n d i ng on how 

i t ' s ? 

MR. K L I N E : 

A. F o r t h e n i n e p r o j e c t s we d i d , I 



b e l i eve o u r a v e r a g e was a b o u t $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 i n g e n e r a l f o r 

t h o s e n i n e p r o j e c t s v e r s u s c o n t r a c t i n g o u t . I b e l i e v e 

we were s a v i n g i n t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d o f $3 m i l l i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE SOLOBAY: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e C a r r o l l ? 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . K e v i n , 

I a p p r e c i a t e y o u r t e s t i m o n y . The s l i d e f o r D i s t r i c t 

Two t h a t t a l k s a b o u t c u r r e n t f u n d i ng l e v e l o f $ 1 5 0 

m i l l i o n , an e s t i m a t e d r e g i o n a l n e e d o f $335 m i l l i o n . 

T h e r e ' s no way t h a t we c o u l d s t r e t c h t h e d o l l a r s t o 

g e t t o t h a t r e g i o n a l n e e d . I h a v e t o b e l i e v e t h a t 

p e o p l e o f t h i s r e g i on make a c a l c u l a t i on as t o what 

t h e n e e d s a r e f o r r o a d s and b r i d g e s and g r a n t s and 

t h a t t h a t $335 m i l l i o n i s an a c c u r a t e number. And so 

f o r t h o s e t h a t b e l i eve t h a t we c a n g e t t h e 

d e f i c i e n c i es and c h a n g e them, t h e r e i s n o t a 

pos s i b i l i t y t h a t I s ee t h a t y o u go up $ 1 5 0 a l l o c a t e d 

t o g e t t o $335. And so I'm h o p e f u l t h a t o t h e r l e a d e r s 

w i l l s ee t h e n e e d and t h e abs e n c e o f t h e f unds , 

b e c a u s e y ou and t h e o t h e r c o u n t y commi s s i o n e r s c a n 

meet t h a t n e e d . B e c a u s e I h a v e t o b e l i e v e i t ' s s o . 

MR. K L I N E : 



A. Y e s , i t i s , and I t h a n k you f o r 

t h a t p o i n t . T h i s number came f r o m t h e t a x s t u d y . And 

I t h i nk when you s ee o u r MPO and RPO p e o p l e come up 

n e x t , t h e y ' v e done a s i m i l a r a n a l y s i s w i t h o u r 

D i s t r i c t s t a f f , and t h a t ' s an i n t e r n a l number and i t ' s 

c o m p a r a b l e t o what t h i s $185 m i l l i o n s h o r t f a l l i s . So 

I'm p r e t t y c o n f i d e n t w i t h t h a t number b a s e d on o u r own 

i n d e p e n d e n t as s es s ment v e r s us what t h e t a x r e p o r t i s 

a l s o . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay, t h a n k y o u , Mr. K l i n e . 

A p p r e c i a t e i t . N e x t we h a v e t h e C e n t r e C o u n t y 

M e t r o p o l i t a n P l a n n i n g O r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h Dan K l e e s , who 

i s c h a i r m a n . Mr. K l e e s ? 

MR. K L E E S : 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

And you h a v e t e n m i n u t e s . 

MR. K L E E S : 

We h a v e s l i d e show. F i r s t I 

want t o t h a n k t h e v a r i ous c h a i rmen and members o f t h e 

commi t t e e s f o r b e i ng h e r e t o d a y t o l i s t e n t o o u r 

t e s t i m o n y . I want t o a p o l o g i z e ; my v o i c e i s n o t i t s 

u s u a l s e l f . I h a d one o f t h o s e s p r i n g / s u m m e r c o l d 

t h i n g s t h a t I'm t r y i n g t o d e a l w i t h , b u t I w a n t e d t o 



be h e r e . I t ' s v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o me. 

Good a f t e r n o o n . My name i s Dan 

K l e e s . I am t h e C h a i r o f t h e C e n t r e C o u n t y 

M e t r o p o l i t a n P l a n n i ng O r g a n i z a t i on and member o f t h e 

C o l l e g e T o w n s h i p C o u n c i l . I ' d l i k e t o t h a n k t h e 

members o f t h e Hous e Commi t t e e s f o r p r o v i d i ng us w i t h 

t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o s ay t h a t y e s , we b e l i eve o u r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys tem i s e x p e r i e n c i ng a f i n a n c i a l 

c r i s i s . The MPO c o n t i n u e s t o d i r e c t more o f i t s 

p r e c i ous r e s o u r c e s t o mai n t a i n p r e s e r v a t i on 

a c t i v i t i es , b u t we c o n t i nue t o l os e r e v e n u e i n 

m a i n t a i n i n g o u r e x i s t i n g s y s t e m s . 

Meanwhi l e, we a r e f i n d i ng i t 

more d i f f i c u l t t o a d v a n c e o t h e r s a f e t y and 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i m p r o v e m e n t s t h a t h a v e b e e n h i g h l y 

r a n k e d t h r o u g h o u r l o n g - r a n g e t r a n s p o r t a t i on p l an 

p r o c e s s . H e r e a r e some e x a m p l e s when you c o mpare o u r 

new 2 0 1 1 -2 0 1 4 t r a n s p o r t a t i on i mprovement p r o g r a m , o r 

T I P , w i t h t h e c u r r e n t T I P . T h e r e a r e f o u r b e t t e r m e n t 

p r o j e c t s on o u r c u r r e n t TI P b u t o n l y one b e t t e r m e n t 

p r o j e c t on t h e new T I P . The c u r r e n t T I P i n c l u d e s $7.2 

mi l l i on f o r maj o r p a v i ng p r o j e c t s , b u t t h e new TI P 

d o e s n o t i n c l u d e any f u n d i n g f o r r e p a v e m e n t . 

The C e n t r e A r e a T r a n s p o r t a t i on 

A u t h o r i t y , o r CATA, i s l o s i n g up t o $4.8 m i l l i o n f o r 



i m p r o v e m e n t s t o r o l l i n g s t o c k ( p h o n e t i c ) , i t s 

m a i n t e n a n c e f a c i l i t y and t e c h n o l o g y i n i t i a t i v e . I n 

a d d i t i o n , PennDOT's a n n u a l m a i n t e n a n c e b u d g e t f o r r o a d 

p a v i n g f o r n e x t y e a r has b e e n r e d u c e d by 50 p e r c e n t 

and a l l o f t h e 40 m i l e s t o be p a v e d w i l l be done by 

s e a l c o a t , a l es s c o s t l y o p t i on t y p i c a l l y --- t h a t 

t y p i c a l l y h a s a s h o r t e r l i f e c y c l e . 

Our MPO has s t a t e d t h a t i n a c t i on 

i s n o t a c c e p t a b l e, s o how much f u n d i ng do we n e e d ? 

S e t t i ng as i de one o f o u r h i g h e s t p r i o r i t i es , t h e $ 1 0 8 

mi l l i on n e e d e d f o r t h e new i n t e r c h a n g e r s c o n n e c t i ng 

I n t e r s t a t e s 99 and 80, h e r e i s what we n e e d j u s t f o r 

s a f e t y and b r i dge p r o j e c t s t h a t a r e n o t f u l l y f u n d e d 

on o u r new T I P . A t l e a s t $2.1 m i l l i o n i n f u n d i n g f o r 

s a f e t y i m p r o v e m e n t s on R o u t e 3 2 2 i n H a r r i s and P o t t e r 

T o w n s h i p s . T h e s e s a f e t y i m p r o v e m e n t s a r e i n l i e u o f 

a n o t h e r l o n g - t e r m , h i g h - c o s t p r o j e c t . And $2 m i l l i o n 

f o r t h e R o u t e 26 P i n e G r o v e M o u n t a i n t r u c k e s c a p e ramp 

i n F e r g u s o n T o w n s h i p . $2.9 m i l l i o n t o d e s i g n s a f e t y 

i m p r o v e m e n t s on R o u t e 26 i n M a r i o n T o w n s h i p . And 

u n d e r s i z e t w o - l ane r o a d s w h i c h c o n n e c t t h e new 

I n t e r s t a t e 99 and I-80 i n t e r c h a n g e s . $10.9 m i l l i o n t o 

work on 23 b r i d g e s . F o r 16 o f t h e s e b r i d g e s , t h e 

c o s t s a r e o n l y f o r d e s i g n . A d d i t i o n a l f u n d i n g w i l l be 

n e e d e d f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n . 



Two b r i d g e s t h a t a r e s c h e d u l ed 

f o r p r e s e r v a t i on work c a r r y I n t e r s t a t e 8 0 t r a f f i c o v e r 

R o u t e 26 a t t h e B e l l e f o n t e i n t e r c h a n g e . T h e s e 

s t r u c t u r e s a r e b a d l y i n n e e d o f r e p l a c e m e n t . H o w e v e r , 

w i t h o u t f u n d i ng f o r t h e new i n t e r c h a n g e s , PennDOT mus t 

c o n t i nue t o b a n d - a i d t h e s e s t r u c t u r e s t o e x t e n d t h e i r 

s e r v i c e l i f e . T h i s c r e a t e s a s i t u a t i o n w here we a r e 

s p e n d i ng money t o f i x an e x i s t i ng s t r u c t u r e t h a t w i l l 

be r e p l a c e d as p a r t o f a n o t h e r p r o j e c t . Not w i s e u s e 

o f what y o u h a v e f u n d e d . 

A d d i t i o n a l i m p r o v e m e n t s c o u l d be 

a c c o m p l i s h e d i f more f u n d i n g was a v a i l a b l e . On o u r 

new l o n g - r a n g e t r a n s p o r t a t i on p l an, we h a v e two maj o r 

r o a d w a y i m p r o v e m e n t s t h a t c o u l d be r e a d y f o r 

c o n s t r u c t i on b e f o r e 2 0 1 8 b u t b e c a u s e o f t h e f u n d i ng 

s h o r t f a l l w i l l be d e l a y e d f rom 5 t o 1 5 y e a r s t o 

s o m e t i m e b e t w e e n 2023 and 2030. One p r o j e c t w h i c h y o u 

d i d h e a r a b o u t e a r l i e r i s t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i on o f t h e 

Waddl e Road i n t e r c h a n g e i n P a t t o n Towns h i p n e e d e d t o 

e l i mi n a t e p r o b l ems w i t h v e h i c l es b a c k i ng up o n t o 

I n t e r s t a t e 99. 

The s e c o n d i s t h e w i d e n i ng o f 

P a r k A v e n u e i n C o l l ege Towns h i p w h i c h has c r i t i c a l 

s a f e t y b e n e f i t s f o r e m e r g e n c y v e h i c l es a c c e s s i ng t h e 

Mount N i t t a n y M e d i c a l C e n t e r , o u r c o u n t y ' s o n l y 



h o s p i t a l . And i t ' s a l s o t h e m a i n a c c e s s f r o m I-99 and 

R o u t e 3 2 2 t o o u r l a r g e s t empl o y e r , Penn S t a t e 

U n i v e r s i t y . C o l l e c t i v e l y , t h e s e two p r o j e c t s w i l l 

c o s t o v e r $ 6 0 mi l l i on, b u t w o u l d c o s t mi l l i ons l es s i f 

f u n d s were a v a i l a b l e e a r l i e r . 

F i f t e e n ( 1 5 ) o t h e r s a f e t y p r o j e c t s 

mus t w a i t o v e r 2 0 y e a r s u n t i l f u n d i ng i s a v a i l a b l e f o r 

d e s i gn and c o n s t r u c t i on, i n c l u d i ng s i x more p r o j e c t s 

w i t h R o u t e 3 2 2 and f i ve p r o j e c t s on R o u t e 3 5 0 i n Rus h 

T o w n s h i p . The e f f o r t s t o a d v a n c e l o n g - t e r m s o l u t i o n s 

t o s a f e t y p r o b l ems i n t h e s e two c o r r i d o r s were 

c a n c e l l e d i n 2004 b e c a u s e o f t h e f u n d i n g s h o r t a g e . An 

a d d i t i o n a l 1 6 c a n d i d a t e p r o j e c t s w i t h an es t i m a t e d 

t o t a l c o s t o f o v e r $ 9 6 mi l l i on w i l l n o t e v e n make t h e 

l o n g - r a n g e t r a n s p o r t a t i on p l an b e c a u s e o f f i s c a l 

c o n s t r a i n t s . We a l s o a n t i c i p a t e a g r o w i n g number o f 

n e e d s r e l a t e d t o t h e i m p a c t s on r o a d s o f M a r c e l l us 

S h a l e d r i l l i n g i n n o r t h e r n p o r t i o n s o f C e n t r e C o u n t y . 

We hope t h a t t h e s e e x a m p l es f rom o u r c o u n t y emphas i z e 

t h e s c o p e o f t h e p r o b l e m and t h e n e e d f o r a c t i o n . 

I n o u r d i s c u s s i ons , MPO members 

h a v e i d e n t i f i ed s e v e r a l p o s s i b l e r e v e n u e s o u r c e s t o 

a d d r e s s t h i s s h o r t f a l l , s u c h as i n c r e a s i ng and 

i n d e x i n g f u e l t a x e s a c r o s s a l l m o t o r f u e l s e c t o r s . 

F o r e x a m p l e, p e t r o l eum, n a t u r a l gas , e l e c t r i c, 



w h a t e v e r t h e f u e l s o u r c e s o f t h e f u t u r e m i g h t b e . 

I n c r e a s i ng v e h i c l e r e g i s t r a t i on f e e s , t o l l i ng o f a l l 

i n t e r s t a t e h i ghways , s u r c h a r g e s t o t h e M a r c e l l us S h a l e 

e x t r a c t i on i ndus t r y , s t r e a m l i n i ng r e g u l a t i ons f o r t h e 

des i g n i ng, b i d d i ng and i mpl e m e n t a t i on o f p r o j e c t s and 

l e a s i n g t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a T u r n p i k e f a c i l i t i e s . As 

l o c a l e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s , we a r e a l s o i n t e r e s t e d i n 

s t r a t e g i es t h a t w i l l h e l p muni c i p a l i t i es a d d r e s s 

g r o w i n g n e e d s and i n c r e a s i n g c o s t s . A l o c a l s h a r e o f 

r e v e n u e p r o v i d e d f rom muni c i p a l i t i es n e e d s t o be 

i n c r e a s e d and i n d e x e d . R a i s i n g t h e p r e v a i l i n g wage 

t h r e s h o l d w o u l d h e l p us s t r e t c h o u r d o l l a r s f u r t h e r 

f o r l o w - c o s t p r o j e c t s . And t h e n e e d f o r f u n d i n g t o 

r e p a i r t h e s e l o c a l b r i d g e s must be c o n s i d e r e d . 

O v e r a l l t h e k e y i s t o es t a b l i s h t r a n s p o r t a t i on f u n d i ng 

l e v e l s and s o u r c e s o f r e v e n u e t h a t k e e p p a c e w i t h 

i n f l a t i o n and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n e e d s i n t h e f u t u r e . 

I n c l os i ng, l e t me s ay t h a t o u r 

MPO and a n o t e t h a t ' s on my t e s t i m o n y i s t h a t 15 

o f o u r 19 MPO members a r e e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s . And I'm 

s u r e o t h e r MPOs and RPOs a c r o s s t h e s t a t e a r e w i l l i ng 

t o work w i t h y o u t o d e v e l op l o n g - t e r m s o l u t i ons t h a t 

s e r v e t h e c i t i z e n s o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . We u r g e y o u t o 

g i ve c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i on t o a l l o f t h e t e s t i mony 

t h a t y o u w i l l h e a r i n t h e n e x t few w e e k s . Thank y o u 



f o r y o u r t i m e and a t t e n t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u . No q u e s t i o n s , so 

t h a n k y o u , s i r . 

MR. K L E E S : 

Thank you v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN: 

A p p r e c i a t e i t . Okay. Mr. Tom 

Z i l l a , C e n t r e R e g i o n a l P l a n n i n g A g e n c y , Mr. J i m 

S a y l o r , S E D A - C o u n c i l , D i r e c t o r o f R e g i o n a l 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n P l a n n i n g O r g a n i z a t i o n and Ms. Amy 

Kes s l e r , R e g i o n a l P l a n n i ng D i r e c t o r o f t h e N o r t h 

C e n t r a l P e n n s y l v a n i a R e g i o n a l P l a n n i ng and 

D e v e l o p m e n t . Thank you f o r b e i n g h e r e . Ms. K e s s l e r 

and Mr. S a y l o r , h a v e a s e a t . And Tom i s ? 

MS. KESSLER: 

He's t h e man b e h i n d t h e 

p r o j e c t o r . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Oh, o k a y . L e t t h e r e c o r d show 

h e ' s t h e i m p o r t a n t guy r u n n i n g t h e p r o j e c t o r . You 

h a v e f i v e t o t e n m i n u t e s f o r y o u r p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

MS. KESSLER: 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n , 

C o m m i t t e e members. I'm g o i n g t o b r e e z e t h r o u g h a 



c o u p l e o f t h e s e e a r l y s l i d e s f o r t h e c o n v e n i e n c e o f 

t i m e . We d e c i d e d t o do a c o n t i n u i n g j o i n t 

p r e s e n t a t i on b e t w e e n t h e S EDA-COG, N o r t h C e n t r a l and 

C e n t r e C o u n t y MPOs and RPOs. You c a n s e e by t h i s map 

t h e g e o g r a p h y t h a t we c o v e r . I t ' s a b o u t 21 p e r c e n t o f 

t h e t o t a l g e o g r a p h y , a b o u t s i x p e r c e n t o f t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n . We h a v e a m a s s i v e , m a s s i v e s y s t e m as y ou 

ca n s e e f r o m K e v i n ' s p r e v i o u s s l i d e s . O v e r 5,000 

s t a t e and l o c a l b r i d g e s , 6 5 3 mi l es o f i n t e r s t a t e 

h i g h w a y s and a l s o , Mr. G e i s t , y o u r comment on l o c a l 

b r i d g e s a l i t t l e b i t l a t e r on b e c a u s e we h a v e t h a t 

i n v e n t o r y t h a t ' s p r e t t y t e l l i n g . 

Our f o c u s f rom t h e MPOs and RPOs 

has b e e n m a i n t a i n i n g o u r e x i s t i n g i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . I t 

has b e e n f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s and we're j u s t n o t g e t t i n g 

a h e a d o f t h a t c u r v e . You c a n s e e t h a t t h e r e ' s b e e n 

mai n t e n a n c e on o u r b r i d g e s , I RI , i m p r o v i ng p a v e m e n t 

c o n d i t i o n s and on s a f e t y . 

So h e r e t o d a y we're g o i n g t o t r y 

t o ans wer as bes t we c a n f rom e a c h o f o u r p e r s p e c t i v e s 

w here we s t a n d w i t h t h e f u n d i n g n e e d s . T h o s e who w i l l 

a r g u e t h a t t h e r e i s n o t an e m e r g e n c y , we w i l l b e g t o 

d i f f e r . And I t h i n k t h a t o u r s l i d e s w i l l s h o w c a s e 

t h a t . 

Age o f o u r b r i d g e s . The most 



t e l l i n g number on t h i s s l i d e r i g h t now i s t h e 70 and 

o l d e r . You c a n s e e 735 s t r u c t u r e s . T h i r t y (30) 

p e r c e n t o f t h o s e b r i d g e s a r e s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t 

and we a r e n o t g e t t i n g t o t h o s e s t r u c t u r e s . We d o n ' t 

h a v e t h e r e s o u r c e s and e v e n more t e l l i ng i s t h o s e i n 

t h e 3 1 t o 4 0 and 4 1 t o 5 0 a r e n o t g o i ng t o make t h e 

l i f e e x p e c t a n c y t h a t we o r i g i n a l l y s i g n e d them f o r . 

So t h o s e a r e t e l l i n g . F o r t h o s e o f you on t h e V e r i z o n 

n e t w o r k , t h i s c h a r t may l o o k f a m i l i a r t o y o u . I t 

shows what we're d o i n g . We've made a c o n c e r t e d e f f o r t 

t o mai n t a i n o u r c o r e s ys tem, o u r i n t e r s t a t e and o u r 

NHS and as a r e s u l t o f t h a t , t h e s e c o n d a r i es and t h e 

l e s s - t r a v e l e d r o a d w a y s a r e n o t k e e p i n g p a c e . And you 

c a n s e e w here we're l e t t i n g t h o s e f a i l . 

B r i d g e s , s t r u c t u r a l l y - d e f i c i e n t 

p e r c e n t a g e s . We've t h r o w n e v e r y t h i n g i n t h e k i t c h e n 

s i n k t o m a i n t a i n i n g o u r b r i d g e s and i t ' s a s m a l l 

i m p r o v e m e n t t h a t we've made. And a c t u a l l y two o f o u r 

c o u n t i es , M i f f l i n and E l k C o u n t i es , a r e s h o w i ng 

i n c r e a s es e v e n w i t h o u r b e s t e f f o r t s t o i mprove t h e i r 

s t r u c t u r a l l y - d e f i c i e n t d e c k a r e a s . 

B r i dge c o n d i t i ons , w e i g h t 

r e s t r i c t e d and c l o s e d . The l o c a l s c e r t a i n l y o u t w e i g h 

t h e s t a t e when i t comes t o l o c a l s . B u t we d i d do an 

i n v e n t o r y . We went o u t and d i d an i n t e r s e c t o p e r a t i o n 



o f a l l t h e r o a d s and s t r e a m s , we t h r e w o u t t h e ones 

t h a t were s t a t e - o w n e d o v e r e i g h t f e e t , l o c a l -owned 

o v e r 20 t h a t ' s r e q u i r e d t o be i n s p e c t e d , w o r k i n g w i t h 

m u n i c i p a l s e r v i c e s i n D i s t r i c t Two and Ten. And we 

i d e n t i f i e d 865 l o c a l l y - o w n e d b r i d g e s u n d e r 20 f e e t i n 

l e n g t h t h a t no o n e ' s t a l k i n g a b o u t . One o f o u r 

l a r g e s t t o w n s h i ps w i t h f u l l - t i me s t a f f was 

p r o g r e s s i v e . They w e r e n ' t a n y t h i n g . They t h o u g h t 

t h e y h a d s e v e n b r i d g e s ; t h e y e n d e d up w i t h 16. So 

t h a t ' s j u s t one e x a m p l e o f many. And i f you a v e r a g e 

$500,000 p e r b r i d g e t i m e s 865, y o u ' r e l o o k i n g a t o v e r 

$400 m i l l i o n j u s t i n l o c a l b r i d g e s and t h a t d o e s n o t 

a d d r e s s t h e l o c a l m a t c h t h a t t h i s C o u n t y i s g o i ng t o 

s t r u g g l e t o come up w i t h . So i t c e r t a i n l y i s a b i g 

i s s u e t h a t we a r e n o t t a l k i n g a b o u t and we're g o i n g t o 

g e t t o r e a l s o o n . 

On p r o g r a m b r i dge n e e d s , what 

you s ee i n t h e w h i t e , as y ou c a n s ee, a r e t h e amounts 

n e e d e d o f p r o j e c t s a l r e a d y s t a r t e d on t h e c u r r e n t T I P . 

Y o u ' r e l o o k i n g a t a b o u t $180 m i l l i o n . I n o u r r e g i o n 

a l o n e , t h e N o r t h C e n t r a l i s $ 1 0 1 . We g e t a b o u t $20 

m i l l i o n a y e a r on b r i d g e s . You add t h e b l u e c o l u m n s 

up, y o u ' r e l o o k i n g o v e r $2 b i l l i o n i n n e e d f o r what we 

know r i g h t now i n b r i d g e s . And t h a t d o e s n o t i n c l u d e 

t h e l o c a l s t h a t I j u s t t a l k e d a b o u t . So t h e n e e d i s 



t h e r e and we're g o i n g t o do e v e r y t h i n g we c a n t o g e t 

t h a t m essage o u t . B u t on t h e f l i p - s i d e , we w i l l 

p r i o r i t i z e what we n e e d t o do g i v e n t h e r e s o u r c e s t h a t 

a r e a v a i l a b l e . I n f a c t , I t h i n k i t g o e s on t o J i m t o 

t a l k a l i t t l e b i t a b o u t t h e r o a d w a y n e t w o r k . 

MR. SAYLOR: 

A l l r i g h t . A l o n g w i t h t h e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

H o l d on a s e c o n d . T h e r e ' s a 

q u e s t i o n f r o m C h a i r m a n G e i s t . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

Q. T h a t p r e s e n t a t i o n , t h a t ' s t h e 

b e s t t h a t I ' v e s e e n i n t e n y e a r s . On t h e l o c a l 

d i s p u t e d b r i d g e s , how many b r i d g e s i n y o u r r e g i on a r e 

PVC e x t e r i o r b r i d g e s o r e n j o y i ng o w n e r s h i p o r s h a r e d 

o w n e r s h i p w i t h --- ? 

MS. KESSLER: 

A. I c o u l d n o t e v e n b e g i n t o a n s w e r 

t h a t q u e s t i o n . I d o n ' t know. 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

Q. T h e r e ' s a l o t o f t h e s e o l d e r 

b r i d g e s t h a t h a v e b e e n b u i l t by t h e m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . 

I t ' d be i n t e r e s t i n g . I d o n ' t know i f t h e y k e e p t h o s e 

k i n d s o f s t a t s a n y m o r e . 

MS. KESSLER: 



A. I c o u l d j u s t s e e t h a t f r o m t h e 

d a t a r i g h t now. I t ' s a m a t c h b e t w e e n who owns i t , t h e 

s t a t e o r t h e l o c a l s . T h e r e ' s r e a l l y no c l e a r c u t , so 

we j us t f o l l owed what --- n e i t h e r o f us a r e g o i ng t o 

do a t h i n g a b o u t i t . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

Q. You c o u l d a t l e a s t f i x t h e ones 

t h a t . 

MS. KESSLER: 

A. E x a c t l y . 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

Q. I j u s t w a n t e d t o t h r o w t h a t o u t . 

MS. KESSLER: 

A. I do n o t know t h a t a n s w e r , b u t 

w e ' l l c e r t a i n l y l o o k i n t o i t w i t h t h e D i s t r i c t ' s 

a s s i s t a n c e . 

MR. SAYLOR: 

A l l r i g h t . P i c k i n g up and 

r u n n i n g w i t h t h a t . F o r t h e t e n - c o u n t y a r e a w e're 

t a l k i ng a b o u t , mos t l y w i t h i n D i s t r i c t Two, a l ong w i t h 

t h e b r i d g e s , i t i n c l u d e s 4 , 0 0 0 mi l es o f s t a t e - o w n e d 

r o a d w a y s and t h e y ' r e d i v i d e d i n t o h i g h and l o w - l e v e l 

n e t w o r k s . A l i t t l e b i t e a r l i e r Mr. K l i n e was t a l k i n g 

a b o u t t h e l i f e c y c l e a p p r o a c h t o r o a d w a y m a i n t e n a n c e . 

T h a t means i f i t ' s a h i g h - l e v e l r o a d w a y , t h e y ' r e 



t r y i n g t o r e s u r f a c e t h e r o a d e v e r y 12 y e a r s . And i f 

i t ' s a l o w - l e v e l r o a d , t h e y ' l l t r y t o go 20 y e a r s 

b e t w e e n r e s u r f a c i n g i t , b u t t h e y ' l l s t i l l h a v e t o s e a l 

c o a t i t e v e r y f o u r t o s e v e n y e a r s i n b e t w e e n . So w i t h 

t h i s a p p r o a c h y o u make s mal l e r , l es s e x p e n s i ve 

t r e a t m e n t s a t s h o r t e r i n t e r v a l s and i t l o w e r s t h e 

o v e r a l l c o s t o f k e e p i n g t h e r o a d i n goo d c o n d i t i o n . 

Now t h i s s l i de s hows a l i t t l e b i t a b o u t how t h a t 

t r e a t m e n t ' s b e e n w o r k i n g . I f y ou l o o k o v e r t h e l a s t 

c o u p l e y e a r s , b a s ed on t h e meas u r e m e n t o f s u r f a c e 

r o u g h n e s s , w e're s e e i n g i m p r o v e m e n t s . We've s e e n a 

d e c r e a s e i n t h e p o r t i o n o f t h e n e t w o r k t h a t ' s l i s t e d 

i n t h e p o o r e s t c a t e g o r y . 

The c o n d i t i ons s hown h e r e a r e 

f r o m m e a s u r e m e n t s t a k e n i n 2008. And i t w o u l d be v e r y 

h a r d f o r us t o p r o j e c t a c o n t i n u e d i m p r o v e m e n t . The 

f u n d i ng s o u r c e f o r many o f t h e s e t y p e s o f p r o j e c t s i s 

t h e d i s t r i c t m a i n t e n a n c e a l l o c a t i o n . And o v e r t h e two 

y e a r s s i n c e t h i s d a t a was c o l l e c t e d f o r t h i s a r e a , 

t h a t a l l o c a t i on has b e e n d e c r e a s ed by t e n p e r c e n t , o r 

a b o u t $8 m i l l i o n . 

A g a i n, f o r t h e t e n c o u n t i es 

we're l o o k i n g a t , we h a v e t o p a v e a b o u t 275 m i l e s a 

y e a r t o k e e p t h e r o a d s w i t h i n t h e l i f e c y c l e . And i n 

2009 we d i d n ' t make i t . I t was a p r e t t y g o o d y e a r , 



b u t we were o n l y a b l e t o meet a b o u t 2/3 o f t h e g o a l . 

So w h a t ' s t h e i m p a c t o f t h a t t o o u r n e t w o r k ? W e l l , 

i n c l u d i ng t h e 7 5 mi l es f rom l as t y e a r , t h a t b r i ngs up 

t o a b a c k l og o f o v e r 1 , 0 0 0 t o t a l mi l es o f o u t - o f - c y c l e 

p a v e m e n t . And t h i s s l i d e shows t h e g a p s o f i n t e r s t a t e 

r o a d s i n t h e same a r e a s . 

B a c k l o g ' s a g a i n a r e b a s e d on t h e 

c y c l e a p p r o a c h , so i t d o e s n ' t a c c o u n t f o r p r o b l e m s due 

t o d r a i nage and w a t e r p r o b l ems , h e a v y t r u c k t r a f f i c, 

r o c k s l i d e s o r o t h e r u n a n t i c i p a t e d c o n d i t i o n s . J u s t 

t o g i ve you a q u i ck s ummary t h e n , we a r e t a l k i ng a b o u t 

4,000 m i l e s o f s t a t e r o a d s and we've b e e n a b l e t o k e e p 

a b o u t 80 p e r c e n t o f t h e r o a d s w i t h i n t h e i r c y c l e . And 

we know t h a t f o r t h e r e m a i n i ng 2 0 p e r c e n t , l e t t i ng 

them f a l l o u t o f c y c l e d r a m a t i c a l l y d r i v e s up t h e 

l o n g - t e r m c o s t t o m a i n t a i n them. I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e 

s t a t e r o a d s , t h e s ame a r e a i n c l u d e s 5 , 6 0 0 mi l es o f 

r o a d s owned and m a i n t a i n e d by l o c a l m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . 

And we d o n ' t c o l l e c t t h e d a t a t o be a b l e t o a s s e s s 

t h e s e r o a d s . We've b e e n t o l d u n i f o r m l y by t h e same 

muni c i p a l i t i es t h a t t h e l i q u i d f u e l s a l l o t m e n t s f o r 

t h e s e a r e a s do n o t p r o v i de s u f f i c i e n t f u n d i ng t o k e e p 

t h e r o a d s i n g o o d c o n d i t i o n . 

Now y o u ' v e h e a r d some s p e c i f i c 

t e s t i mony f rom t h e p r o v i d e r s and s ome o f t h e o t h e r 



g r o u p s w o r k i n g w i t h i n t h e r e g i o n a b o u t t r a n s i t . I ' d 

s t i l l l i ke t o g i ve y ou a n o t h e r b r i e f o v e r v i ew f rom t h e 

r e g i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e o f t h e s y s t e m s we s u p p o r t . Our 

r e g i o n s a r e m o s t l y r u r a l o r s m a l l u r b a n , b u t we're 

s t i l l h a u l i n g t h e f o u r f i x e d - r o u t e t r a n s i t s y s t e m s . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h i s , as y o u ' v e h e a r d , e v e r y c o u n t y 

p r o v i d e s o r c o - o p e r a t e s a p a r a - t r a n s i t s y s t e m . 

A l l t o l d, o u r p r o v i d e r s f i l l t h e 

f l e e t o f o v e r 3 5 0 v e h i c l es t h a t h a v e t o be mai n t a i n e d 

and r e p l a c e d on a r e g u l a r b a s i s . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h a t , 

s e v e r a l o f o u r p r o v i d e r s a r e a l s o p u r s u i ng b u i l d i ng 

p r o j e c t s , s ome o f them s i n c e t h e hous es and s p a c e s 

t h e y h a v e l ong s i n c e o u t g r o w n and o t h e r s t o i n c l ude 

f e a t u r e s recommended i n s t u d i es commi s s i o n ed by t h e 

B u r e a u o f P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i on t o i mprove s e r v i ce and 

t o b r i n g down c o s t s . 

T h e r e a r e some e x c e p t i o n s . 

D r a w i ng f rom t h e p r e v i ous a n n u a l r e p o r t , y o u s ee an 

i n c r e a s e i n t h e r i d e r s h i p i n a l l t h r e e r e g i o n s . And 

t h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g t o k e e p i n m i n d as we t a l k a b o u t 

r e d u c i ng f u n d i ng t o t h e s e s ame p r o v i d e r s , es p e c i a l l y 

s i n c e , as Ms. Z e r b e m e n t i o n e d e a r l i e r , t h e f u n d i n g 

s u p p o r t u n d e r A c t 4 4 was much c l e a r e r f o r f i x e d - r o u t e 

s y s t e m s t h a n f o r t h e p a r a - t r a n s i t p r o v i d e r s . Now t h a t 

you h a v e an i d e a o f t h e c o n d i t i o n o f t h e s y s t e m , I'm 



g o i n g t o t u r n b a c k o v e r t o Amy and s h e ' s g o i n g t o t a l k 

t o y o u a b o u t t h e f u n d i n g t o m a i n t a i n i t . 

MS. KESSLER: 

Thank y o u , J i m . W i t h t h i s 

c h a r t , what y o u ' r e s e e i n g i s what o u r known r e q u i r e d 

f u n d i n g l e v e l s a r e f o r b o t h b r i d g e s and t h e h i g h w a y s . 

And K e v i n i n h i s s l i de t a l k e d a b o u t t h e s t a t e 

p e r s p e c t i v e f r o m t h e t a p . T h e r e ' s a s l i g h t d i f f e r e n c e 

i n v a r i a t i o n , b u t we're i n t h e b a l l p a r k as f a r as 

where we're a t . C l o s e t o $172 m i l l i o n i s what we're 

g o i ng t o be n e e d i ng i n o u r r e g i on f o r mai n t a i n i ng o u r 

b r i d g e s and o u r h i g h w a y s . And you c a n s e e t h a t t h e 

A c t 4 4 i s a l r e a d y r e d u c e d t o r e f l e c t t h e t o l l i ng, and 

e v e n w i t h t h e t o l l i n g we s t i l l w e r e n ' t g o i n g t o be a t 

t h a t r e q u i r e d number o f r e a l l y w h a t ' s n e e d e d . So i t ' s 

j us t a s l i de t o h e l p s how t h e r e a l i mpact o f where o u r 

r e s o u r c e s a r e n o t m e e t i n g o u r n e e d s . 

S o what a r e s ome o f t h e t h i ngs 

we're d o i n g ? We're t r y i n g t o b a n d - a i d , o r we c a l l i t 

--- J i m and I were t a l k i ng a b o u t t r a n s p o r t a t i on 

t r i a g e . We're t r y i n g t o s a v e e v e r y t h i n g we c a n . 

We're t r y i n g t o p r e v e n t t h e e m e r g e n c i e s t h a t a r e o u t 

t h e r e . We h a v e b r i d g e p r e s e r v a t i o n l i n e i t e m s . The 

d i s t r i c t s and c e n t r a l o f f i ce h a v e a b r i dge as s es s ment 

t o o l a g a i n f o r t h e s t a t e b r i d g e s , and we're w o r k i n g 



w i t h them t o t r y t o h a v e t h a t t o o l f o r t h e l o c a l 

s y s t e m s as w e l l . J u s t maybe a l o c a l b r i d g e t a s k 

f o r c e . A g a i n , Mr. G e i s t , t o a n s w e r y o u r q u e s t i o n on 

t h o s e l o c a l b r i d g e s , t h a t i s an e f f o r t t h a t i s l o o k i ng 

t o be c a r r i ed on, I b e l i e v e , i n C e n t r e C o u n t y and h e r e 

i n S EDA-COG and I b e l i eve t h e N o r t h e r n T i e r w i l l be 

t a k i n g t h a t on a g a i n so we're s t a r t i n g t o r o l l 

t h i s o u t a c r o s s t h e s t a t e --- and t h e n b o n d f u n d i ng 

and t h e s t i m u l u s f u n d i n g t h a t was t h e r e . 

A c t 4 4 o b v i ous l y i s a v e r y 

d e l i c a t e b a l a n c i n g a c t . We c a n ' t t h r o w e v e r y t h i n g a t 

b r i d g e s and l e t o u r h i g h w a y s f a i l . So we've g o t t o be 

a b l e t o f i nd t h o s e r e s o u r c e s i n t h a t b a l a n c i ng a c t 

b e t w e e n t h e h i ghway mai n t e n a n c e and t h e b r i dge 

m a i n t e n a n c e . The t y p e s o f t r e a t m e n t t h o u g h we're 

l o o k i ng a t , a l o t more s k i l l ed l a b o r and t h e n t h e 

p a v e m e n t r e c y c l i ng i s a l l t o o l s i n o u r t o o l b e l t t h a t 

w e 're u s i n g t o h e l p m a i n t a i n o u r s y s t e m . So h e r e ' s 

t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f d o i n g n o t h i n g ( i n d i c a t i n g ) . 

MR. SAYLOR: 

I n l o o k i ng a t t h a t , PennDOT f o r 

t h e a r e a t h a t i n c l u d e s o u r r e g i ons as i d e n t i f i e d , $ 1 5 0 

m i l l i o n i n p r o j e c t s t h a t t h e y c a n n o t c u r r e n t l y p u r s u e . 

And as Amy m e n t i o n e d , o u r c o l l e a g u e s i n PennDOT h a v e 

g o t t e n a l o t p r a c t i ce i n t h e p a s t d e c a d e o f p r a c t i c i ng 



t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t r i a g e . T h e r e h a s n ' t b e e n e n o u g h 

f u n d i ng t o k e e p a l l t h e s ys tem i n a d e s i r a b l e 

c o n d i t i o n and as t h e e a r l i e r s l i d e showed, we've done 

v e r y w e l l f o c u s i ng t h e f u n d i ng on t h e mos t u r g e n t l y 

n e e d e d f a c i l i t i e s . B u t t h a t ' s s o m e t i m e s a t t h e 

e x p e n s e o f a l l o t h e r s . 

I t w o u l d be u n f a i r t o s ay t h a t 

we won't c o n t i n u e t o do t h a t r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e l e v e l 

o f f u n d i n g t h a t ' s a v a i l a b l e . B u t t h e l e v e l o f f u n d i n g 

h a s f o r c e d us t o make s ome d i f f i c u l t c h o i c e s a b o u t 

what we do m a i n t a i n . 

T h i s i s an e x a m p l e t o b r i ng i t 

b a c k t o a l o c a l l e v e l . PennDOT e v a l u a t e s t h e l o a d -

c a r r y i ng a b i l i t i es o f l o c a l b r i d g e s as p a r t o f t h e b i -

a n n u a l i n s p e c t i o n s . And as t h e s t r u c t u r e s 

d e t e r i o r a t e , t h e b r i dge w i l l be p o s t e d w i t h a w e i g h t 

l i m i t . And as i t c o n t i n u e s t o d e t e r i o r a t e , t h a t 

w e i g h t l i mi t c a n be l o w e r e d down t o a l i mi t o f t h r e e 

t o n s . Once t h e l i m i t f a l l s b e l o w t h r e e t o n s , t h e 

b r i d g e w i l l h a v e t o be c l o s e d . A l r e a d y t h e r e a r e 24 

l o c a l b r i d g e s i n t h e t e n c o u n t i e s w e're t a l k i n g a b o u t 

t h a t h a v e b e e n c l o s e d . T h a t ' s n o t t h e w h o l e s t o r y . 

T h e r e ' s a n o t h e r 17 a h a l f s t e p away f r o m t h a t w i t h a 

w e i g h t l i m i t o f t h r e e t o n s and t h e r e ' s 15 more p o s t e d 

a t s i x t o n s o r l e s s . I f we c a n ' t p r o v i d e s u f f i c i e n t 



f u n d i ng, t h i s adds up t o one o u t o f e v e r y e i g h t l o c a l 

b r i d g e s i n d a n g e r o f c l o s u r e . And t h i s d o e s n ' t 

i n c l u d e t h e b r i d g e s l e s s t h a n 20 f e e t . 

T h i s i s a s i mi l a r e x a m p l e f o r 

p a v e m e n t c o n d i t i o n s . I t a l k e d a l i t t l e b i t e a r l i e r 

a b o u t t h e o v e r a l l c o n d i t i ons o f t h e r o a d s g e t t i ng 

b e t t e r . B u t what t h i s s l i d e shows i s t h a t t h e 

i m p r o v e m e n t s h a v e n ' t b e e n u n i f o r m . S i n c e we've b e e n 

f o c u s i n g on t h e r o a d s w i t h t h e most t r a f f i c , we've h a d 

t o f o r e g o m a k i ng t h e s ame k i nd o f i m p r o v e m e n t s on t h e 

s e c o n d a r y r o a d s y s t e m . And as we m e n t i o n e d , t h e 

b u d g e t f o r t h i s t y p e o f work has d e c l i n e d by t e n 

p e r c e n t i n t h e p r e v i o u s two y e a r s . W i t h o u t an 

e q u i t a b l e, s us t a i n a b l e f u n d i ng s o l u t i on, we e x p e c t t h e 

d i v i de b e t w e e n t h e p r i mary and s e c o n d a r y r o a d s ys tems 

t o g e t b i g g e r and we may l o s e g r o u n d on b o t h . 

We a l s o m e n t i o n ed t h a t t h e 

c o n d i t i o n d a t a came f r o m m e a s u r e m e n t s t a k e n i n 2008. 

We know t h a t t h e s i t u a t i on i n r e g i ons a f f e c t e d by 

M a r c e l l u s S h a l e a c t i v i t i e s i s c h a n g i n g r a p i d l y . And 

t h a t h a s n ' t shown up i n t h e d a t a y e t . T h e s e p i c t u r e s 

s how s e c t i ons o f damage c a u s ed by gas - r e l a t e d 

a c t i v i t i e s . I n some c a s e s , t h e r o a d s were p a v e d by 

l a y i ng a t h i n l a y e r o f as p h a l t o v e r an e x i s t i ng g r a v e l 

r o a d . When t h e r o a d ' s f u n c t i o n a l e n o u g h t o p r o v i d e 



a c c e s s t o t h e l ower p a r t s o f t h e r e g i on, b u t t h e y were 

n e v e r i n t e n d e d t o s t a n d up t o t h e s us t a i n e d t r u c k 

t r a f f i c n e c e s s a r y t o s u p p o r t t h e gas a c t i v i t i es , 

es p e c i a l l y i n P e n n s y l v a n i a where we l e a d t h e c o u n t r y 

i n t h e number o f f r e e z e and thaw c y c l e s . 

Our p l a n n e d mai n t e n a n c e and 

r e c o n s t r u c t i on f o r t h e c o m i ng y e a r s t o k e e p t h e s e 

r o a d s w i t h i n c y c l es f a l l s f a r s h o r t o f what t h e r o a d s 

w i l l a c t u a l l y n e e d t o k e e p them i n s e r v i c e . And due 

t o t h e n a t u r e o f t h e p r o c e s s , we've b e e n p l a y i n g c a t c h 

up i ns t e a d o f b e i ng a b l e t o p l an a h e a d f o r where t h e 

t r u c k s w i l l h e a d n e x t . We e x p e c t t h i s t y p e o f damage 

t o s t a r t s h o w i ng up i n o u r p a v e m e n t d a t a and we know 

f rom t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f o u r c o l l e a g u e s t o t h e n o r t h 

t h a t t h i s i s o n l y t h e t i p o f t h e i c e b e r g . The 

M a r c e l l us S h a l e r e p r e s e n t s a t e r r i f i c o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

t r a n s f orm t h e economy i n p a r t s o f o u r s t a t e t h a t h a v e 

t r a d i t i o n a l l y b e e n a f l y - o v e r z one f o r e c o n o m i c 

p r o s p e r i t y . B u t t o make t h a t v i s i o n a r e a l i t y , we 

h a v e t o p l an f o r and f und t h e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e n e e d e d t o 

s u p p o r t t h e s e a c t i v i t i es i n t h e mos t b e n e f i c i a l and 

e f f i c i e n t way p o s s i b l e . 

And f i n a l l y, what c o u l d be 

a c c o m p l i s h e d w i t h s u f f i c i e n t f u n d i n g ? I ' d s a y l e t ' s 

s t a r t w i t h t h e b a s i c s and l e t ' s c o r r e c t t h e p r o b l e m s 



t h a t we know we h a v e . E v e n g i v e n s u f f i c i e n t f u n d i n g , 

we know we h a v e y e a r s o f work i n r e d u c i ng t h e number 

o f s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t b r i d g e s and i n c a t c h i ng up 

on t h e b a c k l o g o f p a v e m e n t o u t s i d e o f i t s l i f e c y c l e . 

B e y o n d t h a t , r e c e n t r o u n d s o f s t a t e and f e d e r a l 

p r o g r a m s h a v e r e c e i v e d r e q u e s t s f a r i n e x c e s s o f t h e 

f u n d s a v a i l a b l e . T h a t m a t c h e s o u r own e x p e r i e n c e i n 

p r o g r a m m i ng p r o j e c t s f o r b r i d g e s , a c c e s s , p a v i ng and 

s a f e t y . T o g e t h e r , t h i s shows t h a t t h e r e ' s a 

t r e m e n d o u s demand f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i on p r o j e c t s o f e v e r y 

k i n d and i t ' s j u s t w a i t i n g f o r t h e f u n d i n g t o p u t them 

i n p l a c e . 

T h i s i s a b r i e f o v e r v i ew and 

y o u ' v e ha d more d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e c o n d i t i o n s 

f rom t h e D e p a r t m e n t and more i n f o r m a t i on a b o u t t h e 

t r a n s i t s ys tems f rom t h e p r o v i d e r s and s ome o f t h e 

o t h e r g r o u p s w o r k i n g w i t h them. We do hope t h a t t h i s 

h e l ps you t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e n e e d f o r r e l i a b l e, 

s us t a i n a b l e and e q u i t a b l e f u n d i ng s o l u t i ons f o r t h e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n n e t w o r k . Thank you f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y 

t o p r o v i d e t h i s t e s t i m o n y . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Thank you v e r y much. I h a v e a 

q u e s t i on r e g a r d i ng t h e s l i de t h a t you h a d a b o u t t h e 

b r i d g e s t h a t comes f rom t h e s ummary o f c l os i ng l o c a l 



b r i d g e s ; 24 c l o s e d , 17 p o s t e d as t h r e e t o n s , 15 f o u r 

t o s i x t o n s . What we h a v e i n t h e s e k i n d s o f t h e s e 

a r e m o s t l y i n a r u r a l a r e a . What k i n d o f d e t o u r s 

t i m e - w i s e a r e we t a l k i n g a b o u t ? I'm t h i n k i n g o f 

P i t t s b u r g h . T h e r e ' s one b r i d g e a f t e r a n o t h e r . I f one 

c l o s e s , i t seems t o me t h a t t h e r e ' s l e s s o f a p r o b l e m . 

What's t h e e x p e r i e n c e t h e r e i f we h a v e some t h a t a r e a 

c o u p l e h o u r d e t o u r s i n s ome c a s es o r s c h o o l bus es 

c a n ' t g e t t h r o u g h o r EMS? 

MR. SAYLOR: 

A. I t h i n k Amy w i l l be a b l e t o 

p r o v i de an e x a m p l e i n a mi n u t e o f a f a i r l y e x t e n s i ve 

d e t o u r . B u t o u r e x p e r i e n c e i n SEDA-COG has b e e n t h a t 

t h e d e t o u r s v a r y a n y w h e r e f rom a f ew h u n d r e d y a r d s t o 

e i g h t m i l e s . 

MS. KESSLER: 

A. We h a d one t h a t was o v e r t h e 

of f i c i a l d e t o u r o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t was o v e r s e v e n 

m i l e s . You h a d k i d s l e a v i n g f o r s c h o o l a t 4:00 i n t h e 

m o r n i n g , i f y ou g e t t h e r e . T h e r e ' s j u s t no e a s y way 

i n and o u t i n s ome o f t h e s e communi t i es w i t h t h e s e 

b r i d g e s . Some o f t h e s e s m a l l e r b r i d g e s c a r r y more 

t r a f f i c i n some c a s e s t h a n o u r s t a t e s y s t e m s . So i t 

i s c e r t a i n l y a c h a l l enge and t h e g e o g r a p h y makes i t 

e v e n more s o. 



CHAIRMAN: 

Q. So you h a v e w h a t , a h a l f h o u r , 

4 0 mi n u t e d e t o u r s ? 

MS. KESSLER: 

A. I'm g u e s s i n g i n some c a s e s i t 

c o u l d be up t o an h o u r d e t o u r , es p e c i a l l y i n t h e 

w i n t e r t i m e . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. I d o n ' t s e e any o t h e r 

q u e s t i o n s . Thank y o u . Thank y o u v e r y much. 

A p p r e c i a t e i t . Okay. P a n e l T h r e e , o u r l a s t p a n e l , i s 

PennDOT E n g i n e e r i n g D i s t r i c t T h r e e . And we h a v e Sandy 

T o s c a , who i s t h e D i s t r i c t E x e c u t i v e . S a n d y , w e l c o m e . 

MS. TOSCA: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

S u r e . You may p r o c e e d . 

MS. TOSCA: 

I'm S a n d r a T o s c a , t h e D i s t r i c t 

E x e c u t i v e f o r PennDOT E n g i n e e r i n g D i s t r i c t T h r e e . We 

c o v e r a n i n e - c o u n t y a r e a i n t h e n o r t h c e n t r a l p o r t i on 

o f P e n n s y l v a n i a . I t ' s j u s t o v e r 2,900 s t a t e - o w n e d 

b r i d g e s and j u s t o v e r 4,500 m i l e s o f s t a t e h i g h w a y i n 

D i s t r i c t T h r e e . T h i s s l i d e r e p r e s e n t s some o f t h e 

p r o j e c t s t h a t a r e now u n f u n d e d w i t h t h e r e d u c t i on o f 



A c t 44. T h i s r e p r e s e n t s a b o u t $7.3 m i l l i o n w o r t h o f 

p r o j e c t s t h a t we c a n no l o n g e r p r o c e e d w i t h . And I ' d 

l i k e t o t a l k a b o u t t h e s e b r i e f l y . 

On t h e l e f t - h a n d s i de a r e s ome 

o f t h e r e s u r f a c i n g p r o j e c t s . T h e s e p r o j e c t s were l a s t 

r e s u r f a c e d i n t h e t i m e f r a m e o f 1 9 9 7 - 1 9 9 8 . T h o s e were 

t h e y e a r s we h a d s ome s p i k e s i n r e s u r f a c i ng as a 

r e s u l t o f t h e gas t a x and l i c e n s e f e e i n c r e a s e s . And 

we a c t u a l l y h a v e a l a r g e v o l ume o f t h o s e t h a t a r e now 

c o m i n g due f o r r e s u r f a c i n g . T r a f f i c R o u t e 304 was 

r e s u r f a c e d i n 1997. I t s a t 13 y e a r s . I t s h o u l d ' v e 

b e e n r e s u r f a c e d a c t u a l l y l a s t y e a r and we're s t a r t i n g 

t o s ee d e t e r i o r a t i on, as y ou c a n s ee h e r e ; r u t t i n g , 

b a s e f a i l u r e s and c r a c k i n g . T h i s i s a $1.1 m i l l i o n 

p r o j e c t , 3.1 m i l e s l o n g . 

The l o n g e s t t r a c k i s R o u t e 6 i n 

B r a d f o r d C o u n t y . T h i s was l a s t r e s u r f a c e d i n 1998. 

We a c t u a l l y d i d a mi c r o - s u r f a c i ng i n 2 0 0 6 , r e c o g n i z i ng 

we may n o t h a v e f u n d i ng t o r e s u r f a c e i t when i t i s 

n e e d e d , w h i c h w o u l d ' v e b e e n t h i s y e a r , h o p i n g t o 

e x t e n d t h e p a v e m e n t l i f e . H o w e v e r , i t i s s t i l l 

c r a c k i n g and we're e x p e r i e n c i n g some r e a l c h a l l e n g e s 

i n o u r N o r t h e r n T i e r a r e a w i t h t h e gas d r i l l i ng 

e x p l o r a t i o n . 

T h i s r o u t e a t one t i me --- w e l l , 



two y e a r s ago, was r e c e i v i n g a b o u t 238 t r u c k s a d a y . 

T h i s r o u t e now r e c e i v e s o v e r 1,500 t r u c k s a d a y . 

T h a t ' s j u s t t r u c k t r a f f i c , n o t t h e v e h i c l e t r a f f i c 

t h a t a l s o i s on t h a t r o a d . A l s o i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o 

m a i n t a i n t r a f f i c on R o u t e 6. I t ' s p a r t o f t h e 

n a t i o n a l h i ghway s ys tem and i t i s a s c e n i c byway 

t h r o u g h P e n n s y l v a n i a t h r o u g h o u r N o r t h e r n T i e r a r e a 

and a l s o a d e s i g n a t e d b i k e r o u t e . 

On t h e r i g h t - h a n d o f t h e s l i de 

r e p r e s e n t s two o f t h e b r i dge p r o j e c t s we c a n no l o n g e r 

p r o c e e d w i t h . One i s S u l l i v a n C o u n t y on t r a f f i c R o u t e 

87 and y o u ' r e t a l k i n g a s k i n g q u e s t i o n s a b o u t 

d e t o u r l e n g t h s . I f we were t o c l o s e t h i s b r i d g e , i t 

i s a 2 8 - m i l e d e t o u r . And s c h o o l b u s e s do u s e i t , t h e 

l o g g i n g i n d u s t r y u s e s i t . T r a f f i c R o u t e 87 i s a m a j o r 

r o u t e i n S u l l i v a n C o u n t y and t o t r a n s p o r t f o l ks f rom 

t h e L y c o m i ng C o u n t y a r e a , w h i c h t h e y o b t a i n mos t o f 

t h e i r s e r v i c e s i n , . T h e r e a c t u a l l y i s a bus t h a t 

s e r v i c e s t h e h a n d i c a p p e d c h i l d r e n i n S u l l i v a n C o u n t y . 

They p i c k them up i n D u s h o r e . They t r a v e l t o t h e 

W i l l i a m s p o r t S c h o o l D i s t r i c t . T h a t i s a t w o - h o u r 

r o u n d t r i p on t h e r o u t e . F o r t h e d e t o u r , i t w o u l d be 

a l mos t a f o u r - h o u r r o u n d t r i p f o r t h o s e h a n d i c a p p e d 

c h i l d r e n e a c h d a y . The b r i d g e b e l o w i t a l s o was 

c o n s t r u c t e d i n 1932. A c t u a l l y b o t h t h e s e b r i d g e s a r e 



s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t . A g a i n i t s e r v i c e s an a r e a i n 

D u b o i s t o w n i n L y c o m i n g C o u n t y , a n o t h e r b r i d g e w e're 

n o t a b l e t o p r o c e e d w i t h a t t h i s t i m e . 

Of t h e 2 , 9 0 0 b r i d g e s we h a v e i n 

D i s t r i c t T h r e e , 3 2 1 o f t h o s e a r e s t r u c t u r a l l y 

d e f i c i e n t . And one a d v a n t a g e we do h a v e i n 

E n g i n e e r i ng D i s t r i c t T h r e e , o v e r t h e p a s t 3 0 y e a r s we 

a g g r e s s i v e l y t a c k l e d o u r r i v e r c r o s s i n g s . S u s q u e h a n n a 

R i v e r r e a l l y g o e s t h r o u g h many c o u n t i es i n o u r 

D i s t r i c t and we h a v e a l a r g e v o l ume o f r i v e r 

c r o s s i n g s . I n t h e p a s t 30 y e a r s , we've r e p l a c e d a l l 

o f t h o s e . And a c t u a l l y t h i s y e a r , e x c e p t f o r t h e one 

we j us t l e t i n A p r i l , w i l l be o u r l as t s t r u c t u r a l 

d e f i c i e n t r i v e r c r o s s i n g . Now we do h a v e a d i f f e r e n t 

p r o b l e m w i t h o u r s m a l l e r s p a n b r i d g e s and t h a t ' s 

r e a l l y o u r a r e a o f f o c u s , as w e l l as p r e s e r v a t i o n . 

T h i s s l i de r e p r e s e n t s --- t h e 

g r e e n l i ne on t h e s l i de i s t h e g o a l t h a t was 

es t a b l i s h e d f o r e a c h E n g i n e e r i ng D i s t r i c t by PennDOT 

as a w h o l e . Remember when t h e a c c e l e r a t e d b r i d g e 

p r o g r a m was k i c k e d o f f , t h e r e was a 4 0 p e r c e n t 

r e d u c t i on g o a l s t a t e w i de b e t w e e n 2 0 0 8 and 2 0 1 8 and 

e a c h d i s t r i c t was a s s i g n e d a g o a l . T h a t g r e e n l i n e i s 

t h e g o a l f o r E n g i n e e r i n g D i s t r i c t T h r e e . I n 2008 i t 

was 13.4 p e r c e n t and i t h i t s j u s t a b o u t t e n p e r c e n t i n 



2014. E n g i n e e r i n g D i s t r i c t T h r e e , t h e b l a c k p o r t i o n a l 

l i ne a r e o u r a c t u a l p e r c e n t o f s t r u c t u r a l l y - d e f i c i e n t 

b r i d g e s we h a v e so f a r . 

I n 2007, we were a t 13.8 p e r c e n t 

o f o u r b r i d g e s b e i n g s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t . We h a v e 

r e d u c e d t h a t t o 11 p e r c e n t , w h i c h i s b e l o w o u r g o a l . 

And w i t h o u t t h e A c t 4 4 f u n d i ng, we w i l l h i t s i x 

p e r c e n t o f o u r b r i d g e s b e i ng s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t i n 

2014, w h e r e a s i f we h a d A c t 44 f u n d s we'd be a b l e t o 

r e d u c e t h a t e v e n f u r t h e r . And e v e n t h o u g h we a r e 

b e l ow t h a t l i ne, we s t i l l h a v e a n e e d t o i n v e s t i n 

p r e s e r v a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s . 

We were a b l e t o g e t a j ump s t a r t 

i n r e d u c i ng t h e number o f o u r s t r u c t u r a l l y - d e f i c i e n t 

b r i d g e s b e c a u s e t h e y a r e s h o r t e r s pan b r i d g e s and we 

a l s o a g g r e s s i v e l y us e o u r d e p a r t m e n t f o r c e s e v e r y 

y e a r . 

To do o u r s h o r t e r s pan b r i d g e s , 

t h e y c a s t c h a n n e l beams d u r i ng w i n t e r months , p l ank 

beams d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r months and we've a g g r e s s i v e l y 

us ed p r e - c a s t box c u l v e r t s r e a l l y o v e r t h e p a s t t e n 

y e a r s i n o u r e n g i n e e r i n g d i s t r i c t . So t h a t has h e l p e d 

us , and a c t u a l l y t h a t i s more b u y i ng power by us i ng 

o u r d e p a r t m e n t f o r c e s where j us t t h i s y e a r a l one by 

i n c r e a s i ng o u r d e p a r t m e n t f o r c e b r i dge p r o g r a m f rom 



t y p i c a l l y e i g h t b r i d g e s a y e a r , we bumped t h a t up t o 

18 i n t e r m s o f r e p l a c e m e n t , r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . We saw 

s a v i n g s o f $1.5 m i l l i o n by d o i n g t h a t . 

H o w e v e r , on t h e o t h e r s p e c t r u m , 

on o u r r e g u l a r s i d e , w e're n o t d o i n g v e r y w e l l . And 

w i t h l i m i t e d r e s o u r c e s , y o u make t h o s e d e c i s i o n s . And 

we h a v e s e e n t h e i n c r e a s e i n t h e number o f c o r e r o a d s . 

T h a t means t h e y h a v e a r o u g h r i d i n g s u r f a c e . A b o u t 

1 , 0 9 8 o f o u r r o a d s a r e r a t e d as h a v i ng a p o o r 

r i d a b i l i t y . T h a t i s 25 p e r c e n t o f o u r n e t w o r k , w h i c h 

i s n o t s o m e t h i ng I am p r o u d o f and i t h a s b e e n a 

c h a l l e n g e t o m a i n t a i n . 

A n o t h e r i n d i c a t o r , as many h a v e 

d i s c u s s e d , i s t h e o u t - o f - c y c l e p a v e m e n t s . W e l l , my 

o u t - o f - c y c l e p a v e m e n t s a r e e v e n w o r s e . We h a v e 1,445 

m i l e s o u t o f c y c l e . T h a t d o e s n ' t mean t h e y ' r e n o t 

r e c e i v i n g any t r e a t m e n t , t h a t w e're d o i n g s e a l c o a t 

a f t e r s e a l c o a t a f t e r s e a l c o a t where t h e y n e e d s ome 

t y p e o f h o t m i x t o r e s t o r e t h e c r o s s s e c t i o n t o them. 

W i t h t h e gas d r i l l i n g i n d u s t r y , i t ' s a c t u a l l y more 

c r i t i c a l now t h a t s ome o f t h e s e r o a d s r e c e i ve t h e 

a p p r o p r i a t e t r e a t m e n t a t t h e r i g h t c y c l e . T h a t 

r e p r e s e n t s 32 p e r c e n t o f o u r r o a d w a y n e t w o r k . 

As I m e n t i o n ed w i t h t h e 

r e d u c t i o n o f A c t 44, we're l o s i n g 31 p r o j e c t s i n 



D i s t r i c t T h r e e . T h a t t o t a l s $51 m i l l i o n . T h o s e 31 

p r o j e c t s r e p r e s e n t 1 6 b r i dge r e h a b i l i t a t i on, 

p r e s e r v a t i o n , r e p l a c e m e n t t y p e p r o j e c t s . I t a l s o 

i n c l u d e s 14 r e s u r f a c i n g p r o j e c t s . T h a t ' s 58 m i l e s we 

a r e n o t g o i ng t o be a b l e t o r e s u r f a c e w i t h t h e 

r e d u c t i o n t o A c t 44. T h a t p u t s o u r b a c k l o g f u r t h e r i n 

t h e h o l e c o m p a r e d t o what i t i s now. 

And we a l s o h a v e one o v e r h e a d 

s i gn s t r u c t u r e t h a t we n e e d t o r e p l a c e on t r a f f i c 

R o u t e 2 2 0 t h a t was i ns t a l l ed d u r i ng t h e o r i g i n a l 

c o n s t r u c t i o n t h a t ' s a c t u a l l y i n n e e d o f r e p l a c e m e n t a t 

t h i s t i m e . I n t e r m s o f o u r a n n u a l f u n d i n g s h o r t f a l l , 

t h e es t i m a t e d r e g i o n a l n e e d s a r e c a l c u l a t e d by l o o k i ng 

a t what o u r b r i d g e n e e d s a r e . We assume t h a t t e n 

b r i d g e s w i l l be s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t a n n u a l l y . 

What we n e e d t o i n v e s t i n 

p r e s e r v a t i on on t h e r o a d w a y s i de, we l ook a t o u r 

b a c k l og o f n e e d s b o t h on t h e o u t - o f - c y c l e p a v e m e n t s as 

w e l l as t h e n e e d t o r e c o n s t r u c t s ome o f o u r p a v e m e n t s 

s u c h as on t h e i n t e r s t a t e s ys tem, r e c o n s t r u c t i on l i f e 

o f 40 y e a r s . We h a v e 20 m i l e s t h a t e x c e e d t h a t r i g h t 

now. On o u r n a t i o n a l h i g h w a y s y s t e m , we h a v e a b o u t 

2 5 0 mi l es t h a t h a v e an o r i g i n a l c o n s t r u c t i on 4 0 y e a r s , 

and I w o u l d s ay i n s ome c a s es 7 0 y e a r s and g r e a t e r , 

w h i c h we n e e d t o t a c k l e . As w e l l as b r i n g i n g o u r 



s t a n d a r d p a v e m e n t t r e a t m e n t s up t o c y c l e and s t a n d a r d 

m a i n t e n a n c e c y c l e s . 

S o t h a t es t i m a t e d r e g i o n a l n e e d 

i s $287 m i l l i o n . The c u r r e n t f u n d i n g l e v e l w h i c h i s 

u s i n g t h e T I P , t h e c u r r e n t A c t 44 t h a t w e're a t , t h e 

b o n d money, o u r mai n t e n a n c e a l l o c a t i on, what we s p e n d 

on r o a d w a y s and b r i d g e s i n D i s t r i c t T h r e e i s $ 1 8 2 

m i l l i o n . T h a t l e a v e s a s h o r t f a l l o f $105 m i l l i o n . 

J u s t t o p u t a p e r s p e c t i v e on how 

t h a t $ 1 0 5 mi l l i on s h o r t f a l l i s s p l i t , $ 8 9 mi l l i on i s 

on t h e r o a d w a y s i de i n o u r d i s t r i c t and $ 1 6 mi l l i on i s 

on t h e b r i dge s i de due t o t h e c o n d i t i on t h a t we h a v e 

w i t h o u r b r i d g e s r i g h t now. B u t we s t i l l do h a v e a 

b a c k l o g o f n e e d s t o m a i n t a i n o u r i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

T h e s e d o n ' t i n c l u d e a l l t h e 

t r a n s i t a g e n c i es i n o u r d i s t r i c t , b u t j us t s e v e r a l 

t h a t p u t i n p e r s p e c t i ve i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o r u r a l 

a r e a s , t r a n s i t . The s e r v i c e s t h a t p r o v i d e i n d i v i d u a l s 

do n o t h a v e a c c e s s any o t h e r way t o g e t t o d o c t o r s ' 

a p p o i n t m e n t s , t o j obs , p i ck up p r e s c r i p t i ons and t o 

h a v e a n o r m a l way o f l i f e . J u s t t o p u t i n t o 

p e r s p e c t i v e , I h a v e a f r i e nd who was t a l k i ng t o me 

a b o u t --- t h e i r d a u g h t e r a c t u a l l y t a k e s t h e 

W i l l i a m s p o r t / R i v e r V a l l e y T r a n s i t a f t e r s c h o o l e v e r y 

day t o g e t t o h e r a f t e r - s c h o o l j ob s o s he c a n e a r n 



money f o r h e r c o l l ege t u i t i on when s he g r a d u a t e s h i gh 

s c h o o l . I mean t h e r e ' s a l o t o f s e r v i c e s t h a t t r a n s i t 

p r o v i d e s p e o p l e t o h e l p them b e t t e r t h e i r l i f e . And I 

t h i nk i t s h o u l d n o t be u n d e r - f u n d e d and n e e d s t o be 

c o n s i d e r e d i n t h e e n t i r e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p a c k a g e . Any 

q u e s t i o n s ? 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. Okay, t h a n k y o u . Thank y o u v e r y 

much. I h a v e one b r i e f o ne. The s l i d e t h a t d e p i c t e d 

t h e amounts o f p o o r r o a d s , how i s t h e M a r c e l l us 

a f f e c t i ng y o u r r e l a t i v e l y r u r a l a r e a ? 

MS. TOSCA: 

A. I t ' s s i g n i f i c a n t l y i m p a c t i n g u s . 

We a c t u a l l y h a d a b o u t 4 0 mi l es a f t e r t h i s w i n t e r t h a t 

were p a v e d s u r f a c e s t h a t h a v e now e r o d e d t o d i r t and 

g r a v e l . We a c t u a l l y h a v e p r e t t y much t o l d t h e gas 

c o m p a n i es t h e y n e e d t o r e t u r n t h o s e t o s ome t y p e o f 

p a v e d s u r f a c e . I mean g r a n t e d , y e s , t h e y were what we 

c a l l a p i e c r u s t r o a d , t h i n l a y e r s o f b i t u m i nous on 

d i r t and g r a v e l . B u t t h e y were a s o l i d p a v e m e n t 

s u r f a c e f o r a t t h a t t i m e t h e 200 v e h i c l e s t h e y s e r v e d . 

One r o a d , f o r e x a m p l e, t h a t h a d 2 0 0 ADT now r e c e i v e s 

700 t r u c k s a day a l o n e . T y p i c a l l y t h e w a t e r t r u c k s . 

They h a v e w a t e r p o n d i ng a r e a s , h o l d i ng a r e a s on t h o s e 

r o a d s , s e v e r a l d r i l l p a d s . And i t i s i m p a c t i n g t h e 



c o n d i t i on o f o u r l o w - v o l ume n e t w o r k as w e l l as o u r 

h i g h - v o l u m e n e t w o r k . We h a v e s e e n some a c c e l e r a t e d 

d e t e r i o r a t i o n on r o u t e s l i k e t r a f f i c R o u t e 6 and 220 

i n o u r N o r t h e r n T i e r a r e a s . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. What k i n d o f u p g r a d e c a n we 

e x p e c t f rom t h e d i s t r i c t i t s e l f --- and I mean, i t i s 

s u f f i c i e n t t o r e p a i r a l l t h e --- ? 

MS. TOSCA: 

A. R i g h t now t h e r o a d s t h a t t h e y 

know t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o be on t h e n e x t t e n y e a r s , t h e y 

a r e g o i n g t o u p g r a d e . A t l e a s t one o f t h e gas 

c o m p a n i e s h as c o m m i t t e d t o u p g r a d i n g . A n o t h e r one i s 

s t a r t i n g t o work w i t h u s . B u t we h a v e e s s e n t i a l l y 

t o l d them t h a t i f t h e y d o n ' t p r o v i d e us p l a n s on how 

t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o m a i n t a i n t h e r o a d s o v e r t h e w i n t e r , 

t h e y w i l l n o t be h a u l i n g d u r i n g o u r f r e e z e / t h a w 

c y c l e s . The one o t h e r s i d e o f t h a t , t h o u g h , t h a t I 

t h i nk n e e d s t o be c o n s i d e r e d i s n o t j us t t h e r o a d 

r e p a i r . 

T h e r e i s a s i g n i f i c a n t 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n c o s t . We h a v e t o do w e e k l y i n s p e c t i o n s 

on o u r p o s t e d r o a d s . We h a v e t o i n s t a l l a l a r g e 

number o f s i g n s as we're p o s t i n g more r o a d s , j u s t t h e 

p r o c e s s i n g o f t h a t . And t h e b a s e f e e s f o r t h a t do n o t 



a c t u a l l y c o v e r i t . I ' v e e s t i m a t e d i n my d i s t r i c t t h a t 

w e 're g o i n g t o s p e n d p r o b a b l y t h r e e q u a r t e r s o f a 

mi l l i on d o l l a r s b e t w e e n i ns p e c t i on, f o l l o w i ng up w i t h 

t h e gas c o m p a n i es , t h e admi n i s t r a t i ve c o s t s , s i gn 

i n s t a l l a t i o n s . T h a t comes d i r e c t l y o u t o f m a i n t e n a n c e 

a l l o c a t i o n a s s i g n e d t o e a c h o f t h o s e c o u n t i e s . W i t h 

no r e i m b u r s e m e n t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ? Okay. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve S o l o b a y ? 

REPRESENTATIVE SOLOBAY: 

Q. Thank y o u , C h a i r m a n . Y o u ' v e h a d 

t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o d e v e l op a r e l a t i ons h i p w i t h t h e s e 

c o m p a n i es t o make s u r e t h e y a r e k e e p i ng t h e i r end o f 

t h e b a r g a i n? The r e l a t i ons h i p t h e y d e v e l op w i t h t h e 

d i s t r i c t s h a s b e e n v e r y g o o d , when t h e y a r e c o m i ng i n 

and --- as a m a t t e r o f f a c t , t h e one company t h a t I 

s aw p a v i ng c r e w s t h a t were o u t t h e r e t a k i ng c a r e o f 

t h i ngs , and t h e y a c t u a l l y h e l p a l o t o f t h e 

c o m m u n i t i e s o u t e v e n p r i o r t o t h e a c t i v i t i e s . A 

f o r m a l r e p o r t i s --- a p o i n t where p e o p l e a r e 

c o m p l a i n i ng now t h a t t h e r o a d s h a v e b e e n i m p r o v e d s o 

w e l l t h a t t h e y b e l i e v e t h e r e ' s s p e e d i n g g o i n g on on 

t h e r o a d s b e c a u s e t h e y ' v e b e e n i m p r o v e d so w e l l . B u t 

what t h e y ' v e f o u n d o u t i s t h a t t h e r o a d ' s e n t i r e t y o f 



t h e gas c o m p a n i es p u t t i ng t h e i r v e h i c l e on i t i n s u c h 

s hape t h a t p e o p l e c a n now t r a v e l t h e r o a d s , b u t now 

t h a t t h e y ' r e s h a r i n g i n t h a t , t h a t t h e number o f f o l k s 

t r a v e l i n g i t l o o k s l i k e i t ' s s p e e d i n g , b u t t h e y ' r e 

j u s t t r a v e l i n g t h e recommended s p e e d t h a t ' s p o s t e d on 

t h a t p a r t i c u l a r r o a d w a y . 

B u t t h e p o i n t I'm t r y i n g t o make 

i s t h a t d e v e l o p i ng t h e s e r e l a t i ons h i ps s eems t o h a v e 

w o r k e d , a t l e a s t down i n t h e s o u t h w e s t c o r n e r , and I 

w o u l d j us t s u g g e s t a l s o t h a t we h a v e n o t r e a l l y --¬

w e 're m a k i n g i t r e l a t i v e t o t h e s e c t i o n s and t h e 

p e r m i t f e e s , and t h a t ' s s o m e t h i n g we a l w a y s n e e d t o 

l ook a t , t h e e f f e c t o f t h e a b i l i t y o f p e o p l e t o 

i n c r e a s e t h e i r s p e e d s . I t seems t o be w o r k i n g t h a t 

way t h r o u g h o u t some o f t h e s t a t e a l s o . 

MS. TOSCA: 

A. Y e s . A c t u a l l y we h a v e had 

m e e t i n g s . We h a v e 16 a c t i v e gas c o m p a n i e s i n 

E n g i n e e r i n g D i s t r i c t T h r e e r i g h t now. And we h a d 

m e e t i ngs w i t h them, and f rom t h e M a r c h t i me f rame 

we've b e e n b r i n g i n g them i n one a t a t i m e , m e e t i n g 

w i t h them on t h e i r p l a n s . We've o u t l i n e d o u r 

e x p e c t a t i o n s . F o r t h e most p a r t , t h e y a r e m o v i n g 

f o r w a r d , p r o b a b l y n o t q u i ck e n o u g h w i t h t h e e x t e n t o f 

damage t h a t we h a v e r i g h t now. And I know a c t u a l l y a t 



one p o i n t we h a d 2 3 a c t i ve c o n t r a c t o r s d o i ng r e p a i r s 

on t h e r o a d s a f t e r t h e s p r i n g thaw l a s t s e a s o n . 

The e x p l o s i o n we've s e e n o f gas 

d r i l l i ng, es p e c i a l l y i n B r a d f o r d C o u n t y , I t h i nk f o l k s 

--- you h a v e t o a c t u a l l y go up t h e r e and d r i ve a r o u n d 

and s ee t h e v o l ume b e c a u s e I t a l k e d t o my c o u n t e r p a r t s 

i n t h e s o u t h w e s t e r n p a r t o f t h e s t a t e and t h e y d i d n o t 

h a v e t h e v o l ume o f gas d r i l l i ng a c c e l e r a t e s as we h a v e 

r i g h t now. So we a r e e s t a b l i s h i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s . I 

d o n ' t want i t t o be p e r c e i v e d t h a t t h e y ' r e n o t 

c o o p e r a t i v e . B u t i t ' s p r o b a b l y a l i t t l e s l o w e r t h a n I 

w o u l d l i k e t o s e e r i g h t now. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. Thank y o u . 

MS. TOSCA: 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

A l l r i g h t . The L y c o m i n g C o u n t y 

B o a r d o f C o m m i s s i o n e r s , r e p r e s e n t e d by Mr. Mark 

M u r a w s k i , C h i e f C o u n t y T r a n s p o r t a t i o n P l a n n e r . Mr. 

M u r a w s k i , w h e n e v e r y o u ' r e r e a d y t o s t a r t . 

MR. MURAWSKI: 

Thank y o u . F i r s t o f a l l , on 

b e h a l f o f L y c o m i ng C o u n t y Commi s s i o n e r s I want t o 

t h a n k y o u f o r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y . And 



l o o k i ng a t how e v e r y b o d y d i d t h e i r p r e s e n t a t i on h e r e 

t o d a y , I t h i n k I'm g o i n g t o a c t u a l l y do t h e o p p o s i t e 

o f what most p e o p l e a r e p r e s e n t i n g . T h e y ' r e c o m i n g t o 

you and b a s i c a l l y t e l l i ng you what k i nd o f n e e d s t h e y 

h a v e and I t h i nk e v e r y b o d y w i l l a g r e e h e r e , a f t e r 

s i t t i ng t h r o u g h t h r e e h o u r s o f t e s t i mony, t h e r e a r e 

e normous n e e d s . Then t h e y m i g h t t e l l y o u t h a t t h e y ' l l 

s u p p o r t i n t h e way o f f u n d i ng o r w h a t e v e r t o meet 

t h o s e n e e d s . They c o u l d d i v u l g e t h a t by t h e m s e l v e s o r 

you p r o b e i t o u t o f them. What I'm g o i n g t o do i s I'm 

g o i n g t o t e l l y o u r i g h t up f r o n t what we s u p p o r t . And 

t h e n I'm g o i n g t o g e t my b a c k p r e s e n t a t i o n on what t h e 

n e e d s a r e . 

I h a d a c h a t w i t h t h e L y c o m i ng 

C o u n t y Commi s s i o n e r s l as t week when we g o t t h e l e t t e r 

and I s a i d , I d o n ' t want t o w a s t e my t i m e d r i v i n g f r o m 

Wi l l i ams p o r t t o L o c k Haven and t h e gas t h a t i t t a k e s 

i f I d o n ' t h a v e a n y t h i n g t o s a y as f a r as how we s o l v e 

t h e f u n d i ng c r i s i s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a and t h i nk b i g g e r 

t h a n o u r c u r r e n t . And I was v e r y p l e a s a n t l y s u r p r i s e d 

by t h e a n s w e r I g o t f r o m them. And t h e y b a s i c a l l y 

s a i d t o me, M a r k , we r e c o g n i z e t h e r e ' s a f u n d i n g 

p r o b l e m , we r e c o g n i z e we h a v e n e e d s . And what I want 

you t o t e l l them i s t h a t w e're g o i n g t o be t h e r e w i t h 

y o u i n s o l v i n g t h i s p r o b l e m . And we t r a d i t i o n a l l y 



h a v e --- o v e r t h e y e a r s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a, t h e gas t a x 

i s what we r e l y on. 

S o p r o b a b l y a t t h e end o f t h e 

day a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i on t o t h i s i s g o i ng t o i n v o l ve 

some way, s h a p e o r f o r m a gas t a x i n c r e a s e . We're 

p r e t t y c o n f i d e n t w i t h t h a t . And we l o o k e d a t t h e 

r e p o r t t h e S t a t e T r a n s p o r t a t i on A d v i s o r y Commi t t e e 

d i d . E x c e l l e n t r e p o r t , w e l l d o n e , c o n c i s e and i t 

g i v e s a b o u t 1 6 i d e a s o f how t o r a i s e money, and o f 

c o u r s e t h e gas t a x i s p a r t o f t h a t m i x . 

B e c a u s e t h e t o l l i n g 80 r e v e n u e 

d i d n ' t come t h r o u g h and you l o o k e d a t b a s i c a l l y 

what money you w i l l n o t g e t b e c a u s e o f t h a t , i n t h e 

n e i g h b o r h o o d o f c l o s e t o $500 m i l l i o n a n n u a l l y i f 

you r a i s e t h e gas t a x a b o u t e i g h t c e n t s a g a l l on, t h a t 

w o u l d make up f o r t h e t o l l i ng 8 0 s h o r t f a l l , 

r e c o g n i z i n g a b o u t $3.5 b i l l i o n i n n e e d , so you d o n ' t 

g e t t h e w h o l e r e v e n u e w i t h t h e e i g h t c e n t s , b u t i t ' s a 

s t a r t . And a t l e a s t i t c o u l d d e a l w i t h t h e e m e r g e n c y 

p r o b l e m t h a t we h a v e b e f o r e us r i g h t a t t h e moment. 

S o t h e Commi s s i o n e r s w o u l d s u p p o r t an e i g h t c e n t 

i n c r e a s e i n t h e g a s o l i n e t a x u n e q u i v o c a l l y . And t h e y 

w o u l d s u p p o r t a l s o i n d e x i n g t h a t t a x f o r f u t u r e y e a r s . 

We t h i n k i t ' s a b i g m i s t a k e t o 

pa s s any i n c r e a s e and n o t k e e p up w i t h i n f l a t i on l i ke 



what h a p p e n e d i n '97. So t h e y s u p p o r t w h a t e v e r t h e 

a p p r o p r i a t e i n d e x i ng w o u l d be t o k e e p up w i t h 

i n f l a t i on, one o r two c e n t s o r w h a t e v e r p e r y e a r , make 

a l i t t l e b i t b a c k . 

As f a r as t h e o t h e r r a t e s o f 

p r o p o s a l s on t h e t a b l e , w e 're n o t g o i n g t o d i c t a t e t o 

you what we t h i nk t h e m a g i c b u l l e t i s f o r t h e f u n d i ng 

m i x . B u t what we do want you t o know i s we b e l i e v e 

t h e r e n e e d s t o be an a p p r o p r i a t e mi x t o d e a l w i t h t h e 

$ 3 b i l l i on number a f t e r t h e gas t a x i n c r e a s e i f we d i d 

e i g h t c e n t s . And t h e y won't b e a t you up. They w i l l 

n o t b e a t you up f o r t a k i n g a t o u g h v o t e . 

And t h e r e ' s one t h i n g , and I 

t o l d them t h i s , I'm on t h e b o a r d o f t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 

H i ghway I n f o r m a t i on As s o c i a t i on and t h e r e was a 

c o n f e r e n c e l as t month and you f o l ks were a t t h a t 

t e s t i f y i n g . T h e r e was s o m e t h i n g S e n a t o r S t o u t s a i d 

t h a t I t h o u g h t was abs o l u t e l y v e r y i m p o r t a n t t h a t I 

g o t o u t o f t h a t . And he s a i d , y o u know, t h e r e ' s n e v e r 

a g o o d y e a r t o r a i s e a t r a n s p o r t a t i on r e v e n u e 

i n c r e a s e . And I ' v e b e e n h e r e 24 y e a r s and h e ' s 

a b s o l u t e l y r i g h t . B u t we know we c a n ' t l e t a b r i d g e 

f a l l down. We know we c a n ' t do t h a t . And he d o e s n ' t 

want t o s ee us r e a c t t o t h i s p r o b l em b e c a u s e a b r i dge 

f e l l down. Then i t ' s an e a s y v o t e ; r i g h t ? B e c a u s e we 



g e t o u t t h e r e and w e ' l l s a v e t h e n e x t b r i d g e . We n e e d 

t o be p r o a c t i ve and g e t a h e a d o f t h i s now and be 

p o l i t i c a l l y b o l d a b o u t d o i n g i t . So t h a t ' s why w e're 

n o t g o i ng t o b e a t you up w i t h w h a t e v e r you come up 

w i t h t o meet t h e $3 b i l l i o n n e e d . 

Now L y c o m i ng C o u n t y , we h a v e 

a b o u t $ 1 b i l l i on w o r t h o f n e e d s o v e r t h e n e x t 2 0 y e a r s 

i n o u r l o n g - r a n g e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p l a n . T h a t ' s a 

d a u n t i n g number, and I ' d s a y 60 p e r c e n t o f t h a t i s 

b a s i c m a i n t e n a n c e / p r e s e r v a t i o n . The o t h e r 40 p e r c e n t 

i s we'd l i k e t o s e e I n t e r s t a t e 99 c o m p l e t e d . We've 

made a h e a v y i n v e s t m e n t h e r e . F o r 20 y e a r s now 

f i g h t i ng t o s ee R o u t e 1 5 n o r t h o f Wi l l i ams p o r t 

f i n i s h e d and h a t s o f f t o PennDOT; we're j u s t a b o u t 

t h e r e . And t h a t , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , i s a r a r e s l i d e down 

bas e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a t o s ee a g r o u n d b r e a k i ng on a 

m a j o r $60 m i l l i o n h i g h w a y p r o j e c t . And t h o s e d a y s 

j u s t seem t o be o v e r . We d o n ' t f e e l i t ' s a p r o b l e m . 

So t h a t ' s where we're a t on 

t h i s . We n e e d p r o b a b l y a n o t h e r $300 t o $400 m i l l i o n 

t o f i n i s h I -9 9 j us t i n L y c o m i ng C o u n t y t o d e a l w i t h 

t h e 220 c o r r i d o r b e t w e e n W i l l i a m s p o r t and J e r s e y 

S h o r e . And I know i n C l i n t o n C o u n t y we've b e e n 

s u p p o r t i ng t h e i r e f f o r t s t o g e t t h e i r p i e c e f rom 8 0 t o 

S a l o n a u p g r a d e d . And I d o n ' t know what t h e new number 



i s , b u t I know t h e o l d one w o u l d be a r o u n d $ 1 0 0 

m i l l i o n . And we s u p p o r t e d C e n t r e C o u n t y t o g e t t h e i r 

b e l t on t h e i n t e r c h a n g e d o n e . So we're w i t h y o u on 

I-99 . 

Now b r i e f l y on o u r p r e s e n t a t i on, 

i f we c a n j u s t go a h e a d . We a g r e e w i t h PennDOT, 

mai n t e n a n c e f i r s t , d e l i v e r y o f p r o j e c t s s o m e t i me 

w i t h i n b u d g e t and s a f e t y , o u r t o p t h r e e p r i o r i t i es 

t h a t g o v e r n e v e r y t h i ng we do i n o u r p l a n n i ng p r o c e s s 

and money i s t i g h t . Now we g e t one p e r c e n t i n 

L y c o m i n g C o u n t y i n t h e s t a t e w i d e p o t . One p e r c e n t . 

S o i n t h e l as t two y e a r s when we h a d t h e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on h e a r i ngs two y e a r s ago, what h a v e we 

don e ? We've l o o k e d a t e v e r y mode o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

and c o m p l e t e d a m a j o r p r o j e c t i n t h a t mode. 

We j us t c o m p l e t e d an $ 8 2 mi l l i on 

M a r k e t S t r e e t B r i d g e r e p l a c e m e n t . T h a t was o u r 

b i g g e s t b r i dge i n L y c o m i ng C o u n t y and i t i s now g i v i ng 

us t h e f i r s t d i r e c t i n t e r c h a n g e c o n n e c t i on w i t h 

I n t e r s t a t e 180 t h a t we've n e v e r h a d b e f o r e . So t h a t 

was a team e f f o r t e v e r y b o d y w o r k e d on, g o t b e h i nd and 

t h a t p r o j e c t j u s t g o t done two y e a r s a go. 

A t t h e a i r p o r t , we've e x t e n d e d 

o u r m a i n r u n w a y by 350 f e e t t o t h e w e s t , and t h a t ' s 

g o i ng t o h e l p us l ower o u r mi n i mum v i s i b i l i t y 



r e q u i r e m e n t s . B e c a u s e r i g h t now, t h e U.S. A i r w a y s 

s ys tem o f 1 6 8 c i t i es t h e y s e r v e , we a r e t h e w o r s t 

v i s i b i l i t y r e q u i r e m e n t s o f t h e w h o l e U.S. A i r w a y s 

s y s t e m . We f e e l i n o r d e r t o a t t r a c t t h e a i r l i n e s , 

k e e p c o r p o r a t e a i r c r a f t --- and t h e M a r c e l l us S h a l e i s 

c r i t i c a l f o r t h i s w e 're s e e i n g 1/4 o f o u r p l a n e s 

j u s t on M a r c e l l u s S h a l e t r a f f i c . And 60 p e r c e n t o f 

o u r c o r p o r a t e a i r c r a f t i s now M a r c e l l us S h a l e 

c o r p o r a t e a i r c r a f t b a s e d on a i r p o r t . T h a t r u n w a y 

p r o j e c t g o t done l a s t f a l l . 

F i n i s h i n g R o u t e 15. The Steam 

V a l l e y M o u n t a i n s e c t i o n on t h e s o u t h b o u n d l a n e s a r e 

now open t o t r a f f i c and t h e y ' r e f i n i s h i n g up t h e 

n o r t h b o u n d l a n e , w o r k i n g t h e i n t e r c h a n g e t h e r e . By 

t h i s f a l l , a n o t h e r $ 6 0 mi l l i on i n v e s t m e n t t o g e t us up 

t o New Y o r k . And New Y o r k has b e e n g r e a t . They h a v e 

met us a t t h e c o r r i d o r , as y ou s e e . T h e i r p e o p l e and 

o u r p e o p l e a r e a l l t h e r e a t t h e r i v e r . And t h e y 

f i n i s h e d t h e P a i n t e d Pos t i n t e r c h a n g e w i t h I -8 6 and 

I -9 9 , and now a l l t h e y h a v e i s a l i t t l e f i v e - m i l e 

p i e c e o f t w o - l a n e r o a d a c r o s s t h e b o r d e r t h a t t h e y ' v e 

g o t t o g e t done and t h e y ' r e w o r k i n g on i t . They d o n ' t 

h a v e a l l t h e money t o f i n i s h i t , b u t t h e y ' r e u n d e r 

c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

C e n t r a l S us q u e h a n n a V a l l ey 



T h r u w a y . Now t h a t ' s e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t t o u s . T h a t 

w o u l d be t h e l as t maj o r R o u t e 1 5 p r o j e c t t h a t w i l l g e t 

us b a s i c a l l y a f o u r - l a n e h i g h w a y t h r o u g h P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

And t h e r e ' s t r e m e n d o u s b o t t l e n e c k , s a f e t y i s s u e s . We 

were v e r y h a p p y t o s e e G o v e r n o r R e n d e l l r e i n s t a t e t h e 

e n g i n e e r i ng d e s i gn p r o c e s s t o a t l e a s t g e t t h i s t o a 

b i d . We n e e d o v e r $500 m i l l i o n t o f i n i s h i t , and we 

s u p p o r t A p p a l a c h i a n d e s i g n a t i o n t o make t h a t h a p p e n . 

A r c h S t r e e t B r i d g e . T h i s i s 

j u s t an open b i d f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n . The c o n s t r u c t i o n 

w i l l s t a r t l a t e r t h i s summer. T h i s i s t h e l a s t m a j o r 

b r i d g e i n L y c o m i n g C o u n t y o v e r t h e R i v e r t h a t w e ' l l 

h a v e done o n c e i t ' s f i n i s h e d i n 2 012. We j u s t 

f i n i s h e d t h e b u l k t r a n s f e r f a c i l i t y a t t h e N e w b e r r y 

r a i l y a r d . T h i s i s g o i n g t o be a b i g boon a l s o f o r 

t h e n a t u r a l gas i n d u s t r y , f o r r a i l . You h e a r d J e f f 

S t o v e r t a l k a b o u t how i m p o r t a n t r a i l i s t o t h e 

i n d u s t r y . W e l l , t h e N e w b e r r y y a r d i s t h e e p i c e n t e r , 

we b e l i e v e , f o r r a i l s e r v i n g s h a l e . 

And t h e S u s q u e h a n n a R i v e r w a l k . 

T h i s was o u r b i g g e s t t r a n s p o r t a t i on e n h a n c e m e n t 

p r o j e c t we've f i n i s h e d . I t has r e g i o n a l i m p a c t . I t ' s 

a f o u r and a h a l f mi l e r i v e r w a l k on a l e v e e s ys tem i n 

W i l l i a m s p o r t and S o u t h W i l l i a m s p o r t . We h a d o u r g r a n d 

o p e n i n g c e l e b r a t i o n on May t h e 1 5 t h , a $2.5 m i l l i o n 



p r o j e c t , and we g o t h u n d r e d s o f p e o p l e us i ng i t e v e r y 

d a y . So t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c a n be f u n , t o o , n o t j u s t 

g e t t i n g us f r o m p o i n t A t o p o i n t B. 

And o u r t r a n s i t s y s t e m . We've 

g o t o v e r a $ 2 0 mi l l i on i n v e s t m e n t i n c a p i t a l p r o j e c t s 

t o do o u r t r a n s i t s ys tem l i ke t h e new C h u r c h S t r e e t 

T r a n s p o r t a t i on C e n t e r s t a r t i ng u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i on n e x t 

month and t h e T r a d e and T r a n s i t C e n t e r e x p a n s i on 

p r o j e c t w h i c h we hope t o h a v e u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i on n e x t 

y e a r . 

Now as f a r as t h e f u n d i ng n e e d s , 

when you l ook a t o u r h i ghway s ys tem, o u r s t a t e r o a d s , 

w e're r e s u r f a c i n g a b o u t 42 m i l e s a y e a r . We n e e d t o 

g e t up t o a b o u t 52 m i l e s . And we n e e d a n o t h e r $3.6 

m i l l i o n t o do t h a t . And t h a t ' s j u s t t o k e e p up w i t h 

t h e l i f e c y c l e p a v e m e n t t h a t ' s due t h a t we s e e on o u r 

f o r m a l a l l o c a t i o n s . And we n e e d a n o t h e r $15.7 m i l l i o n 

t o a d d r e s s h i ghway s ys tem p r e s e r v a t i on n e e d s i n 

g e n e r a l . 

On b r i d g e s , w e're i n p r e t t y g o o d 

s h a p e . As Sandy s a i d , w e're a b o u t h a l f o f t h e 

n a t i o n a l a v e r a g e i n t e r m s o f s t r u c t u r e d e f i c i e n t 

b r i d g e s . Our s t a t e b r i d g e s a r e a b o u t 13 p e r c e n t where 

n a t i o n a l l y w e 're 24, 25 p e r c e n t . So we h a v e j u s t 

u n d e r 7 0 b r i d g e s t h a t a r e s t r u c t u r a l l y d e f i c i e n t on 



t h e s t a t e s y s t e m . We're t r y i n g t o c u t t h a t number 

down i n h a l f t o a b o u t 3 5 b r i d g e s o v e r t h e n e x t two 

y e a r s . B u t l o c a l b r i d g e s we've h e a r d a b o u t b e f o r e . 

The one comment I want t o make 

on l o c a l b r i d g e s i s L y c o m i ng C o u n t y was t h e f i n a l 

c o u n t y i n P e n n s y l v a n i a t o do t h e l o c a l b r i dge 

i n v e n t o r y , l o o k i n g a t b r i d g e s e i g h t t o 20 f e e t l o n g . 

We d i s c o v e r e d 8 3 o f them i n o u r p r o c e s s and 7 0 p e r c e n t 

o f t h o s e b r i d g e s were f a i r t o p o o r c o n d i t i o n . So I 

b e l i eve e v e n t h o u g h P e n n s y l v a n i a has t h e wo r s t b r i dge 

p r o b l e m i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , w e're u n d e r s t a t i n g i t , 

no d o u b t a b o u t i t . T h i s p r o b l e m i s b i g g e r t h a n we 

t h o u g h t . 

S a f e t y , y o u c a n s e e s o me o f t he 

t h i n g s we've b e e n d o i n g , s t r a t e g i e s t h e r e . And a b i g 

p r o b l em t h a t we h a v e i s t o p u t a m e d i an b a r r i e r o v e r 

t h e m o u n t a i n on R o u t e 15 b e c a u s e we've g o t a l o t o f 

h e a d - o n c o l l i s i o n s . B e c a u s e o f t h e money, i t ' s g o i n g 

t o t a k e o n l y u n t i l 2 0 1 9 t o g e t t h a t j ob d o n e , w h i c h i s 

v e r y u n f o r t u n a t e . 

And w e're a l s o p u t t i n g i n a 

m a j o r TIGER I I a p p l i c a t i o n t o do an i n t e r m o d a l p r o j e c t 

w i t h s h a l e r a i l s i d i ngs i n t h e w h o l e r e g i on h e r e o f 

S EDA-COG and a l s o t o c o n s t r u c t t h e a i r p o r t a c c e s s r o a d 

w h i c h h as b e e n u n d e r d e s i g n f o r many y e a r s . And we 



h a v e a p r o j e c t w i t h t h e W i l l i a m s p o r t H o s p i t a l f o r a 

$ 1 5 0 mi l l i on e x p a n s i on t o b u i l d a new s t r e e t s c a p e t o 

t h e m a i n e n t r a n c e t o t h e h o s p i t a l . We're g e t t i n g 

e a r m a r k s on t h a t . 

So t h a t ' s b a s i c a l l y t h e c r u x o f 

o u r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . We h a v e n e e d s , b u t we're g o i n g t o 

s t a n d h e r e and we're g o i n g t o t e l l y o u t h a t o u r y e l l o w 

b r i c k r o a d s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a a r e g e t t i n g w o r n . 

H a r r i s b u r g i s n o t t h e o n l y c i t y . We a l l n e e d t o be 

p a r t o f t h i s f u n d i n g s o l u t i o n . T h e r e ' s no g r e a t 

w i z a r d t h a t ' s g o i n g t o s o l v e t h i s p r o b l e m . W e ' l l be 

t h e r e b e h i n d y o u w i t h c o u r a g e t o g e t t h i s j o b d o n e . 

So when you t a k e a t o u g h l o a d , y o u know we're s t a n d i n g 

b e h i n d y o u . Thank y o u v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Thank y o u v e r y much. I n e e d y o u 

t o come b a c k t o my d i s t r i c t . J u s t so y ou know, b u t I 

r e a l l y a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . Thank y o u . C o m m i s s i o n e r s ? 

No. We a p p r e c i a t e y o u r t e s t i m o n y . Thank y o u , s i r . 

Okay. N o r t h e r n T i e r R e g i o n a l 

P l a n n i n g and D e v e l o p m e n t C o m m i s s i o n , Mr. R i c k B i e r y . 

MR. B I E R Y : 

T h a t i s a v e r y t o u g h a c t t o 

f o l l o w . 

CHAIRMAN: 



And you h a v e t e n m i n u t e s . 

MR. B I E R Y : 

Thank y o u . What more c a n I s a y ? 

W i t h a l l t h e d i s c u s s i o n we've had h e r e t o d a y , i t ' s 

g o i ng t o be v e r y d i f f i c u l t f o r me t o g i ve my l i t t l e 

two c e n t s w o r t h i n f o r f i ve c o u n t i es i n t h e N o r t h e r n 

T i e r . 

Good a f t e r n o o n , e v e r y b o d y . 

C h a i rman M a r k o s ek, C h a i rman G e i s t and members o f t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a Hous e T r a n s p o r t a t i on and P o l i cy 

Commi t t e e s , t h a n k you f o r t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o p r e s e n t 

t e s t i m o n y t o d a y . 

My name i s R i c k B i e r y and I'm 

t h e R e g i o n a l P l a n n i ng P r o g r a m M a n a g e r f o r t h e N o r t h e r n 

T i e r R e g i o n a l P l a n n i n g and D e v e l o p m e n t C o m m i s s i o n . We 

r e p r e s e n t f i v e c o u n t i e s . We a r e a r u r a l p l a n n i n g 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . The N o r t h e r n T i e r i s c o m p r i s e d o f 

B r a d f o r d , S u l l i v a n , T i oga C o u n t i es i n E n g i n e e r i ng 

D i s t r i c t T h r e e and a l s o S us q u e h a n n a and Wyomi ng 

C o u n t i e s i n E n g i n e e r i n g D i s t r i c t F o u r . 

I'm g o i n g t o p r e f a c e my r e m a r k s 

t o d a y and I'm g o i n g t o g i v e you b r i e f a n s w e r s t o t h e 

f i ve q ues t i ons t h a t were i n t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t f o r t h i s 

j o i n t h e a r i n g . 

The f i r s t q ues t i on i s , do you 



b e l i eve t h a t o u r p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i on, s t a t e h i ghway 

and b r i d g e s y s t e m s a r e i n a f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s . W e l l , I 

t h i n k f r o m what we've h e a r d h e r e t o d a y i s an e m p h a t i c 

y e s . The f i n a n c i a l c a p a c i t y t o j u s t m a i n t a i n t h e 

s ys tem t h a t i s i n p l a c e h a s f a r e x c e e d e d t h e 

a v a i l a b i l i t y o f f u n d i n g t h a t we h a v e . J u s t as a 

f o o t n o t e , E n d l es s M o u n t a i ns T r a n s p o r t a t i on A u t h o r i t y , 

o u r t h r e e - c o u n t y t r a n s i t a g e n c y r e p r e s e n t i ng B r a d f o r d , 

S u l l i v a n , T i oga C o u n t i es , w i t h t h e l os s o f t h e f u t u r e 

A c t 4 4 f u n d i ng, EMTA s t a n d s t o l os e a b o u t 2 7 p e r c e n t 

o f t h e i r f i x e d r o u t e s e r v i c e . And u n f o r t u n a t e l y , EMTA 

a l s o h a s s ome o f t h e h i g h es t f a r e s i n t h e 

Commonweal t h , f a r e x c e e d i ng a l l t h e o t h e r f a r e s i n t h e 

s t a t e . 

Q u e s t i o n number t wo, how has 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s d e f i c i e n t i n f r a s t r u c t u r e d i r e c t l y o r 

i n d i r e c t l y i m p a c t e d o u r a b i l i t y t o i mprove o u r 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on s ys tem i n o u r r e g i on? Wel l , o u r p o o r 

I RI p e r c e n t a g e c o n t i n u e s t o c l i mb, as S andy j us t 

s t a t e d . J u s t t o m a i n t a i n e q u i l i b r i u m i n o u r two 

e n g i n e e r i ng d i s t r i c t s , we h a v e t o r e s u r f a c e o r d e a l 

w i t h t h e p a v i ng o f s omewhere a r o u n d 4 2 a d d i t i o n a l 

m i l e s o f o u r s e c o n d a r y r o u t e s e a c h y e a r . And t h a t 

d o e s n ' t i n c l u d e any f u l l - d e p t h r e c l a m a t i o n , f u l l - d e p t h 

c o n s t r u c t i on t h a t we h a v e t o d e a l w i t h on o u r p i e 



c r u s t r o a d s . 

S o we a r e i n des p e r a t e n e e d o f a 

s i g n i f i c a n t amount o f i n f l ux o f money t o d e a l w i t h o u r 

s e c o n d a r y r o a d s y s t e m . Our number o f SD s t a t e 

b r i d g e s , we h a v e a b o u t 1,787 b r i d g e s i n o u r r e g i o n ; 

350 o f them a r e SD. T h a t ' s 19.6 p e r c e n t . Our l o c a l 

S D b r i d g e s g r e a t e r t h a n 2 0 f e e t , we h a v e 3 3 7 ; 1 3 5 o f 

t h o s e a r e SD. T h a t ' s 40 p e r c e n t . And t h o s e numbers 

c o n t i nue t o c l i mb e v e n t h o u g h we a r e i n v e s t i ng v e r y 

h e a v i l y i n t h a t i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

L o c a l b r i d g e s . I know 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve G e i s t as k e d t h e ques t i on, a r e we j us t 

u n d e r t a k i n g i n v e n t o r i e s . And we j u s t c o m p l e t e d a l l 

t h e muni c i p a l i t i es i n T i oga C o u n t y e x c e p t f o r s e v e n , 

and we f ound 8 0 b r i d g e s b e t w e e n e i g h t and 2 0 f e e t i n 

l e n g t h . And we know we're g o i n g t o f i n d more as we 

g e t i n t o B r a d f o r d b e c a u s e t h e r e ' s more w a t e r 

i n t e r s e c t i ons w i t h t h e h i ghways , more i n S us q u e h a n n a 

C o u n t y b e c a u s e S us q u e h a n n a C o u n t y h as a l o t more w a t e r 

t h a n t h e o t h e r two c o u n t i e s c o m b i n e d . And i n S u l l i v a n 

and Wyoming C o u n t i e s , t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o g i v e us some 

p r o b l e m s a l s o . 

D e t o u r r o u t e s . Some o f o u r 

d e t o u r r o u t e s on t h o s e l o c a l b r i d g e s , t h e r e a r e no 

d e t o u r r o u t e s b e c a u s e i t ' s a o n e - l a n e b r i d g e g o i n g 



b a c k t o a d e a d - e n d r o a d . I f t h a t b r i d g e i s n ' t t h e r e , 

t h o s e p e o p l e d o n ' t g e t b a c k t o t h e i r p r o p e r t i e s . 

A f f o r d a b l e t r a n s i t i s v e r y , v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t t o o u r r u r a l r e g i o n . I t ' s i m p e r a t i v e t o o u r 

a g i n g p o p u l a t i o n . Our EMTA B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s , w h i c h 

I h a d p r e v i ous l y s a i d I was a member, a r e commi t t e d t o 

k e e p i ng t h e i r 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 f i x e d r o u t e p a s s e n g e r s r i d i ng 

t h e b u s e s and c o n t i n u e t o make t h e h a r d d e c i s i o n s . 

And when t h e y do as k f o r a f a r e i n c r e a s e, PennDOT 

u s u a l l y s a y s p l e a s e d o n ' t do t h a t b e c a u s e y o u h a v e t h e 

h i g h es t f a r e s a l r e a d y , b u t we want t o k e e p t h o s e 

p e o p l e on t h e b u s e s . And o u r r i d e r s h i p c o n t i n u e s t o 

i n c r e a s e . 

A w i l d c a r d i n t h i s w h o l e t a l k 

t h a t we've h a d t o d a y , and y o u ' v e h e a r d a b o u t i t , i s 

t h e M a r c e l l u s S h a l e . We a r e s e e i n g t r u c k as Sam 

s t a t e d , we a r e s e e i ng t r u c k p e r c e n t a g e s on o u r 

h i g h w a y s t h a t we n e v e r saw b e f o r e . We've h a d l o c a l 

r o a d s and s t a t e r o a d s t h a t , w i t h i n a n i n e - h o u r p e r i od, 

went f r o m p a v e m e n t t o f o u r f o o t mud r u t s . I t ' s j u s t a 

p h e n o m e n a l i m p a c t t h a t ' s t a k i n g p l a c e . And we're 

t r y i n g t o d e a l w i t h t h e s e i s s u e s . I t r e m a i n s an 

unknown f a c t o r what t h i s w h o l e M a r c e l l us S h a l e i s 

g o i n g t o b e. I t ' s g o i n g t o be p o s i t i v e , i t ' s g o i n g t o 

be n e g a t i v e , b u t i t b r i ngs a l o t o f c h a l l e n g e s t o o u r 



t r a n s p o r t a t i on p l a n n i ng s ys tem, o u r p r o g r a m m i ng 

d e l i v e r y and o u r p r o j e c t d e l i v e r y p r o c e s s . 

Ques t i on number t h r e e , i s 

i n a c t i o n a c c e p t a b l e ? No, i n a c t i o n i s u n a c c e p t a b l e . 

We h a v e t o do s o m e t h i n g . 

Ques t i on f o u r , i f i n a c t i on i s 

n o t a c c e p t a b l e, what l e v e l o f a d d i t i o n a l f u n d i ng i s 

n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e i m p r o v e m e n t s you a r e a d v o c a t i ng? 

Wel l , t h e s t a t e h i ghway and b r i dge s ys tem a l one 

r e q u i r e s an a d d i t i o n a l $50 m i l l i o n i n o u r f i v e - c o u n t y 

r e g i o n j u s t t o m a i n t a i n t h e s y s t e m as i t s i t s t o d a y . 

Our muni c i p a l l i q u i d f u e l s f unds 

f o r o u r l o c a l s , t h e y h a v e 1 6 6 muni c i p a l i t i es , a r e a t 

l o w l e v e l s . The amounts o f f u n d i n g a r e n o t c o m i n g i n 

f r o m t h e l i q u i d f u e l s s a l e s . T h e i r h i g h w a y s y s t e m i s 

i m p e r a t i v e t o o u r r e g i o n , a l o n g w i t h t h e i r b r i d g e s . 

E n d l es s M o u n t a i ns T r a n s p o r t a t i on 

A u t h o r i t y c o u l d us e an a d d i t i o n a l $ 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 a n n u a l l y 

j u s t t o m a i n t a i n t h e f i x t u r e s y s t e m s t h e y h a v e t o d a y . 

T h a t ' s n o t e x p a n d i n g i t w i t h t h e amount o f t r a n s i t 

r i d e r s h i p t h a t w e're s e e i n g . 

Ques t i on f i v e , what a d d i t i o n a l 

i m p r o v e m e n t s c o u l d be a c c o m p l i s h e d i n o u r r e g i on, 

s a f e t y , c o n g e s t i on, e t c e t e r a ? I w o u l d j us t s ay a l l 

o f t h e a b o v e . We h a v e numerous amounts o f u n f u n d e d 



p r o j e c t s t h a t we n e e d t o d e a l w i t h , and t h e r e ' s a 

c o u p l e o f them l i s t e d t h e r e . B u t we h a v e a l a r g e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i on p l an t h a t c o v e r s a v a s t number, a w h o l e 

b u n c h o f t h i n g s . 

What more c a n I s ay, g e n t l emen? 

I t ' s a d a u n t i n g t a s k . When you g e t down t o t h e i s s u e s 

o f f u n d i ng, o u r r u r a l t r a n s p o r t a t i on a d v i s i ng 

c o m m i t t e e i s s p l i t . They know s o m e t h i n g n e e d s t o be 

d o n e , b u t t h e a s p e c t s a r e I t h i n k t h e y ' r e 

i n t e r e s t e d i n a mi x o f us e r f e e s t h a t w o u l d n e e d t o be 

i n c l u d e d t o g e t us t o where we n e e d t o be. 

CHAIRMAN: 

Mr. B i e r y , t h a n k you v e r y much. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve M i ke C a r r o l l ? 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . Has 

t h e RPO come up w i t h an e n d o r s ement o f t h e f u n d i ng 

p a c k a g e t h a t w i l l s a t i s f y what you n e e d ? 

MR. B I E R Y : 

A. Our RPO has d i s c u s s e d t h i s ad 

nauseam, b e l i e v e me. And t h e a s p e c t s a r e t h e y 

f e e l t h a t a m i x o f what I'm c a l l i n g u s e r s ' f e e s n e e d 

t o be l o o k e d a t . You n e e d t o l o o k a t g a s o l i n e t a x , 

you n e e d t o l ook a t r e g i s t r a t i ons , y o u n e e d t o l ook a t 

a v a s t mi x o f t h o s e and n o t j us t do t h e q u i ck and e a s y 



t h i n g . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. What's t h e q u i c k and e a s y t h i n g ? 

MR. B I E R Y : 

A. R a i s e g a s o l i n e t a x e s t e n c e n t s 

o r w h a t e v e r . T h e r e ' s g o t t o be a m i x o f t h i n g s t o 

b r i ng i t up t o a l e v e l t h a t i s deemed t o mai n t a i n t h e 

s y s t e m t h a t we h a v e . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. I s u g g e s t y o u s h a r e w i t h us what 

t h a t c o u l d mean. I t ' s n e i t h e r q u i c k n o r e a s y . 

MR. B I E R Y : 

A. I a g r e e . B u t t h e a s p e c t s a r e 

t h a t i t ' s a l l one i t e m i n s t e a d o f l o o k i n g a t a v a s t 

number o f i t e m s . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t . We r e a l l y 

n e e d t h e RPOs a r o u n d t h e s t a t e t o come and t e s t i f y 

w i t h t h e n e e d s t h a t t h e y h a v e . B u t t h e f a c t o f t h e 

m a t t e r i s t h a t we h a v e t o a l l be p a r t o f t h e s o l u t i o n . 

I t w i l l n o t be goo d e n o u g h f o r t h e RPOs t o come up 

w i t h d e c i s i ons t h a t work f o r y o u r c o u n t y and s end them 

t o u s . T h a t ' s n o t a s o l u t i o n t o t h e p r o b l e m . I f 

we're g o i n g t o t a l k a b o u t f u n d i n g , i t n e e d s t o i n c l u d e 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n f r o m a l l . 



MR. B I E R Y : 

A. And I a g r e e w i t h t h a t w h o l e -

h e a r t e d l y and i f you t a l k a b o u t t h e gas s e v e r a n c e t a x , 

t h e o p p o s i t e has t o o c c u r a l s o . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: 

Q. A g r e e d . 

MR. B I E R Y : 

A. Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i ve T i m S o l o b a y ? 

REPRESENTATIVE SOLOBAY: 

Q. Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . We're 

h e r e t o welcome you b a c k , so a l l t h e q u e s t i o n s we've 

had h a v e b e e n a n s w e r e d . To h e a r a l l t h e c o n c e r n s t h a t 

t h e r e ' s a d e f i c i t o f h a l f a b i l l i o n a y e a r has k i n d o f 

t u r n e d away t h e f o l ks h e r e when we h a v e f o l ks i n o t h e r 

a r e a s o f t h e s t a t e who a r e a l r e a d y p a y i ng t o l l s t o 

u t i l i z e r o a d w a y s and h a v e n ' t s e e n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 

r e c e s s i on o r t h e s i de r o a d us age t h a t s ome o f t h e 

c o n c e r n s were b r o u g h t up f r o m f o l k s i n t h i s a r e a h a v e . 

B u t what do you h a v e f o r us t h a t i s a 

s u g g e s t i on t o t e l l t h o s e f o l ks i n t h e s e o t h e r p o r t i ons 

o f t h e s t a t e t h a t , o k a y , t h e r e ' s g o i n g t o be a gas t a x 

and u s e r f e e s b e c a u s e t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o g e t a l l t h a t , 

p l u s t h e y ' r e a l s o p a y i n g t o l l s and i n c r e a s e d t o l l s 



t h a t we i n c r e a s e d a c o u p l e y e a r s a go. T h e y ' r e 

s p e n d i ng a goo d amount w h i c h s h o u l d be s p r e a d o u t , 

m a k i ng t h e f a c t n o t t r u e i s t h a t t h e maj o r i t y o f t h e 

i n t e r s t a t e t r a v e l , j us t l i ke on t h e T u r n p i ke t r a v e l , 

i s n o t P e n n s y l v a n i a r e s i d e n t s who h a v e b e e n b e a r i ng 

t h e c o s t s o f t h a t h a l f a b i l l i o n d o l l a r s . Now I'm n o t 

s u r e what t h e e x a c t p e r c e n t a g e s a r e . I ' v e h e a r d 

d i f f e r e n t numbers t h a t h a v e come i n . 

We g e t a t a x f rom t h e o t h e r 

s t a t e s t h a t h a v e t o l l i ng, e i t h e r as a g a t e w a y o r on 

c e r t a i n t h i ngs c o m i ng i n t o o u r s t a t e , y e t i t w o u l d be 

s o m e t h i ng t e r r i b l e f o r us t o do i n P e n n s y l v a n i a what 

we d i d i n N o r t h e r n T i e r i n t o l l i n g . So a g a i n , a 

s u g g e s t i on a l s o f o r t h e RPOs t o h e l p w i t h us i s t o go 

s l o w , b e c a u s e we're d e a l i n g w i t h t o l l i n g a l r e a d y , 

d e a l i n g w i t h gas t a x and r e g i s t r a t i o n . I f y o u 

i n c r e a s e a l l o f t h o s e and t h e n g e t t o t h e t o l l i n g, 

t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o k i c k b a c k , p u s h b a c k and t h a t ' s 

p r o b a b l y a b o u t t h e same way as t h e f o l k s d i d up h e r e . 

So j u s t a c o n s i d e r a t i o n on t h a t e n d . I t ' s v e r y e a s y 

t o s a y i t ' s a q u i c k t h i n g on t h e gas t a x . T h e r e ' s 

a l s o t h e r a m i f i c a t i ons t h a t a r e d o u b l ed i n o t h e r 

a r e a s . 

MR. B I E R Y : 

A. A g r e e d . The a s p e c t i s t h a t when 



i t comes t o t h e I-80 t o l l i n g , o u r g r o u p d i d n o t t a k e a 

s t a n c e e i t h e r way. The a s p e c t i s t h a t . 

REPRESENTATIVE SOLOBAY: 

Q. T h a t ' s a l l r i g h t b e c a u s e we 

h e a r d i t l o u d and c l e a r e v e r y w h e r e e l s e . 

MR. B I E R Y : 

A. No, i f you want t o t a l k t o my 

c o n s t i t u e n t c o u n t i e s ' c o m m i s s i o n e r s , t h a t ' s a 

d i f f e r e n t s t o r y . B u t o u r RPO d i d n o t t a k e a s t a n c e 

e i t h e r way w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e t o l l i ng o f I n t e r s t a t e 

8 0 j us t f o r t h e s i mpl e f a c t t h a t we do us e I n t e r s t a t e 

80, b u t a l o t o f us i t ' s r e c r e a t i o n a l t r a v e l , b u t we 

do r e c e i ve a l o t o f s e r v i c e s and g o o d s o f f o f t h e 

i n t e r s t a t e s y s t e m . And my r e a s o n , we l o o k e d i n New 

Y o r k S t a t e w i t h t h e i n t e r s t a t e s y s t e m o f I-86 t h a t 

b r i ngs a l o t o f t h e t r u c k t r a f f i c i n t o o u r r e g i on, and 

I n t e r s t a t e 81 i n t h e S u s q u e h a n n a C o u n t y a r e a . So we 

do h a v e s ome i n f l u e n c e , b u t t h e v a s t maj o r i t y o f 

i n f l u e n c e t h a t we r e c e i ve i s c o m i ng f rom t h e New Y o r k 

S t a t e a r e a i n t o o u r r e g i o n . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Q. I h a v e one s h o r t q u e s t i o n f o r 

y o u . I d o n ' t know how many s t a t e c o u n c i l members o r 

s t a t e s e n a t o r s a r e i n y o u r RPO r e g i on, b u t h o p e f u l l y 

you h a v e a p r e t t y g o o d r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h them. I 



g u e s s I w o u l d a s k , i f you h a v e n ' t a l r e a d y , c o u l d y o u 

s i t down w i t h them, t h e s ame way you d i d w i t h us ? I 

f e e l i t ' s n e e d e d b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e t o t h e y h a v e t o 

h a v e a way t o r e s t o r e t h i s k i nd o f --- i f i t comes t o 

t h a t , y o u know, f r o m a l o c a l p l a c e , a t home, so . 

MR. B I E R Y : 

A. C h a i r m a n M a r k o s e k , we h a v e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s n o r m a l l y a t e v e r y one o f o u r RPO 

m e e t i ngs and we met on a m o n t h l y b a s i s , f rom n o t o n l y 

t h e Hous e s i de b u t a l s o a l l o f o u r S e n a t o r s and o u r 

C o n g r e s s m e n . So t h e y ' r e v e r y w e l l i n t u n e w i t h where 

o u r RPO i s c o m i n g f r o m . 

CHAIRMAN: 

I ' d l i k e t o t h a n k y o u . Thank 

you v e r y much. A p p r e c i a t e i t . C l o s i n g r e m a r k s , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e G e i s t ? 

REPRESENTATIVE GEIST: 

Thank you v e r y much. I t h a n k 

t h e D i s t r i c t E n g i n e e r s t h a t d i d a n i c e j o b w i t h t h e i r 

p r e s e n t a t i o n . I t h i n k t h e i m m e n s i t y o f t h e p r o b l e m 

t h a t we w o u l d a d d r e s s now i s --- w e l l , o v e r t h e p a s t 

s e v e n y e a r s has grown a l o n g t h e way. A l o t o f p e o p l e 

h a v e t e s t i f i e d t o t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN: 

Okay. I w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k t h e 



members f o r a t t e n d i ng, as w e l l as a l l t h e f o l k s who 

t e s t i f i e d and came t o l i s t e n . I ' d l i k e t o t h a n k t h e 

s t a f f o f no t o n l y t he T r a ns po r t a t i o n C o mmi t t e e b u t 

a l s o t h e P o l i c y C o m m i t t e e s t a f f who do e x c e l l e n t w o r k . 

I ' d l i k e t o t h a n k t h e s t e n o g r a p h e r and PCN. And l a s t 

b u t n o t l e a s t , I ' d l i k e t o t h a n k t h e f o l k s h e r e a t 

L o c k Haven a g a i n f o r t h i s w o n d e r f u l o p p o r t u n i t y and 

t h e w o n d e r f u l h o s p i t a l i t y h e r e i n t h i s v e n u e . W i t h 

t h a t , I ' l l s a y t h a t o u r n e x t h e a r i n g i s s c h e d u l e d f o r 

T h u r s d a y a t D e S a l e s U n i v e r s i t y i n B u t l e r ( s i c ) , I 

b e l i e v e i t i s , a t two o ' c l o c k p.m. I t ' s i n C e n t e r 

V a l l e y , PA. S o r r y . I t ' s D e S a l e s U n i v e r s i t y a t one 

o ' c l o c k . So s o r r y . B u t I want t o t h a n k e v e r y b o d y f o r 

a t t e n d i n g . M e e t i n g a d j o u r n e d . 
* * * * * * * * 

HEARING CONCLUDED AT 5:50 P.M. 
* * * * * * * * 

C E R T I F I C A T E 

I h e r e b y c e r t i f y , as t h e s t e n o g r a p h i c 

r e p o r t e r , t h a t t h e f o r e g o i ng p r o c e e d i ngs were t a k e n 

s t e n o g r a p h i c a l l y by me, and t h e r e a f t e r r e d u c e d t o 

t y p e w r i t i n g by me o r u n d e r my d i r e c t i o n ; and t h a t t h i s 

t r a n s c r i p t i s a t r u e and a c c u r a t e r e c o r d t o t h e b e s t 
o f m y a b i l i t y . {;t~-M-tM^ /f': ^xjX&Aju.^..-
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