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Good afternoon. My name is David Masur and I'm the Director for PennEnvironment. 
PennEnvironment is a non-profit, citizen-based environmental advocacy organization working for 
clean air, clean water and open space protection. I'd like to start out by thanking Chairman 
Levdansky and the members of the House Finance Committee for inviting me to testify today on 
the important issue of implementing a natural gas severance tax in Pennsylvania-and dedicating 
a portion of this severance tax to the Commonwealth's conservation programs. 

Summary 
PennEnvironment applauds Chairman Levdansky for introducing HI3 2443. PennEnvironment 
has been a long-timesupporter of implementing natural gas severance tax in Pennsylvania, and 
dedicating a significant portion of this revenue stream to the Commonwealth's cornerstone 
conservation programs. The logic is simple: When we take from our natural resources, we need to 
reinvest in those natural resources. Drilling takes; it can give back through the severance tax. 

I will spend less time in my testimony today talking about the need for a natural gas severance 
tax, since I believe that there is overwhelming evidence that such a tax is both viable, and smart 
policy. 

Instead, I will focus on the incredible funding shortfall that is facing Pennsylvania's conservation 
programs--especially Growing Greener, and therefore why a significant portion of the revenue 
from a gas severance tax should be dedicated to funding this critical program. 

If you garner nothing else from my testimony today, please take away this important message: the 
Growing Greener program is successful, it is essential-and it is running out of money. 

grow in^ Greener is Running out of Money 
The need for dedicating funding to Pennsylvania's conservation efforts has never been more 
clear. That's because the state's cornerstone conservation program, known as Growing Greener, 
will essentially run out of money by this time next year. Just this March, a new study by the 
Legislative Budget and Finance Committee (LBFC) showed the dire straits facing Growing 
Greener. 

The recent LBFC report showed that the Growing Greenerprograms are running out of money, 
with Growing Greener 11 is set to expire in 2011. LBFC's study stated that virtually all of the 
remaining funds in the Growing Greener 11 program are already committed, and state departments 
can undertake few if any new projects. To make matters worse, funds from Growing Greener I 
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(the Environmental Stewardship Fund) are being diverted to pay of the debt service on the 
Growing Greener bond to the tune of up to $60 million annually-instead of supporting vital 
local projects. 

This means that funding for Growing Greener programs will have dropped from $200 million 
in 2'007-2008 to $15 million as soon as 2012. 

If this doesn't show the need for passing HB2243 and directing part of the money towards 
renewing Growing Greener, I don't know what does. 

Background on the Growing Greener Program 
In case you are not familiar with the Growing Greener program and it's history, the program 
began in 1999 when Governor Tom Ridge and legislative leaders committed $650 million over 
five years for investments in farmland preservation, conservation of open space, restoring and 
protecting Pennsylvania's streams and rivers, improving and expanding state and local parks, and 
developing new trails and greenways. 

The General Assembly and Governor Mark Schweiker created the Environmental Stewardship 
Fund in 2002 to help fulfill the original Growing Greener corninitment and to establish a 
permanent funding mechanism to cany Growing Greener's success into the future. Dedicated 
revenue for the Environmental Stewardship Fund was provided by increasing the fee charged for 
dumping trash in Pennsylvania. This was followed in 2005 by Governor Ed Rendell and the 
General Assembly recognizing the need to accelerate Growing Greener efforts and 60 percent of 
voters approving a $650 million bond to establish Growing Greener 11. Clearly the program has 
deep bi-partisan support, and broad support from the state's voters. 

The Need for Growing Greener 
Still, the need for Growing Greener has never been more apparent as the Commonwealth faces a 
variety of pressing problems that threaten our rich natural heritage, quality of life, health and our 
prosperity. Consider: 

Pennsylvania is losing threetimes as many acres of forest, wildlife habitat, farmland and 
other open spaces to overdevelopment as the Commonwealth is able to conserve; 
The Commonwealth currently has 19,000 miles of streams that are unsafe for fishing or 
swimming; 
189,000 acres of abandoned mine lands scar 44 Pennsylvania counties and are 
responsible for 5,300 miles of dead streams; 
More than 2,000 family farms remain on a statewide waiting list requesting protection 
from encroaching development and to continue Pennsylvania's rich agricultural legacy. 

Growing Greener-A Legacy of Success 
At the same time, Growing Greener has been Pennsylvania's most effective tool to help 
communities protect and re-store many of the Commonwealth's most treasured places. The report 
by LBFC showed that in just the past four years, Growing Greener has: 

Helped preserve more than 33,700 acres of working family farms in Pennsylvania; 
Conserved more than 42,300 acres of threatened natural areas and community treasures; 
Enhanced access to outdoor recreation through 234 community park projects and 132 
state park and forest infrastructure projects; 



Reduced flooding and pollution of our waters through 400 watershed protection projects 
and more than 100 drinkinglwastewater improvement projects; 
Restored more than 1,600 acres of abandoned mine land; 
Leveraged major investments from counties, local communities and private donors. 

Here in Monroe County, the LBFC report highlighted 20 Growing Greener projects that injected 
more than $8 million into the county. These included projects that helped preserve nearly 300 
acres of threatened family farms; protecting approximately 70 acres of open space adjacent to the 
Cherry Hill preserve in Hamilton Township; at least three projects to restore the Brodhead Creek; 
and numerous projects at Tobyhanna state park. I am including this list as an attachment today. 

Renewing Growing Greener 
For these reasons, PennEnvironment applauds Chairman Levdansky and supports HE32243 as a 
critical step towards renewing Growing Greener and ensuring that it is properly funded. In order 
to continue these successful investments in Pennsylvania's future, nearly 100 of the state's 
leading conservation, community revitalization, recreation and environmental groups are calling 
on the legislature to: 

Renew the Growing Greener program at a level of $200 million annually; 
Come up with a dedicated and sustainable funding source for Growing Greener. I believe 
this should include-but not be limited to-dedicating at least 20% of the proposed 
natural gas severance tax to Growing Greener; 
Stop-the diversion of funds from the Environmental Stewardship Fund to pay off the debt 
service on the Growing Greener I1 bond. This is robbing Peter to pay Paul, and only 
hurting the Commonwealth's efforts to protect the most threatened parts of 
Pennsylvania's natural heritage. 

I am including a copy of these cosigners for your records. 

For all of these reasons, PennEnvironment supports HB2243. The need for dedicating funds to the 
Growing Greener is clear. As I stated at the beginning of my testimony, the Growing Greener 
program is successful, it is essential-and it is running out of money and set to expire. 

Again, I would like to thank the members of the Finance Committee and everyone in the audience 
for joining us today. And I would especially like to thank Chairman Levdansky for introducing 
this important piece of legislation and being such a champion for Pennsylvania's outdoors and 
great natural heritage. 




