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April 12, 2010 

My name is Megan DeSmedt, and 1 am the state director for Pennsylvania Public Interest Research 
Group. PennPIRG is a statewide, non-profit consumer advocacy group. 

On behalf of myself, and all of PennPIRG's citizen members across the state, I want to commend 
Representative Preston and the Consumer Affairs Committee for considering the important issue of 
making higher education more affordable for students. I submit this testimony to express our support for 
HB 1286, the Accountability in College Textbook Publishing Practices Act. 

This bill would make college textbooks more affordable by increasing transparency and accountability in 
textbook pricing, an important step forward to address the crippling cost of college textbooks. 

The soaring cost of college textbooks is a significant affordability issue for many students pursuing a 
college degree. According to PennPIRG research, textbook prices have risen more than four times the rate 
of inflation in recent years, and the average student spends approximately $900 on books each year - 
that's on top of tuition, fees and other college expenses. As the economy puts additional stress on 
students and their families, it is critical that the state take steps to limit skyrocketing prices. 

Our research has found that the reason textbook prices are so high is because of several gimmicks that 
textbook publishers employ to keep raising their prices. The most common include releasing unnecessary 
new editions to eliminate used books and "bundling" textbooks with expensive supplements like 
workbooks or CD-ROMs that professors often don't know are included, and don't need or use. 
Publishers further exacerbate the problem by keeping the faculty members selecting textbooks in the dark 
about how much they cost. We found that 77% of professors surveyed said publishers "rarely" or "never" 
volunteered textbook prices. PennPIRG research documenting these practices can be found at: 
www.studentpirgs.ore/textbooks/research. 

In conclusion, HB 1286 would help create the right conditions for price competition to occur. The bill 
requires publishers to disclose their prices and revision cycles to professors when marketing textbooks, 
and requires publishers to stick to those prices for the next semester. This will ensure professors have the 
information they need to select the most affordable option that meets their teaching needs. The bill also 
requires publishers to offer all textbook "bundles" as separate books and supplemental items, which will 
ensure students can purchase only the materials they need. HI3 1286 reinforces and strengthens similar 
federal legislation approved by Congress in 2008 by increasing publisher accountability and clarifying 
definitions. 

We hope that HB 1286 will establish Pennsylvania as a national leader by going above and beyond 
Federal mandates to make textbooks more affordable for students. 

Thank you, and please feel free to contact me with any questions at 215-732-3747 or 
mdesmedt@,ne~moir~.org. 




