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Good Morning I am David Belkin. I was born and raised in Philadelphia and 

received my undergraduate degree from Temple and my law degree from Villanova . 
In fact I was a class mate of our cumnt governor. My wife and I have a home in 

Lake Ariel, Pa. near Honesdale in Wayne County. 

I am sure you have seen or head of the movie "Dead Man Walking". Well I am a 

dead man walking, not because I was on death row, but because I died and was 

brought back to life after I collapsed from sudden cardiac ams t  (SCA), 

I t  happened in an elementary school in Honesdale that just happened to have an 

AED. But for that AED and its application to me I would not be here speaking. 

I t  was 3 years ago, almost to this day on February 18,2007,3 days after my 65th 

birthday and a week after I received a clean bill of health from my internist, when I 

was invited to play in a basketball game by my son-in law. The site of the game was 

Lakeside Elementary in Honesdale, Pa. I was introduced to the folks, we 

practiced a bit and then started to play 4 on 4. Because there were 11 of us, three of us 

had to sit out on a rotating basis. After playing on and off for about an hour in the 

midst of one of the games after I had just made a fade away, I started to feel faint 

and dizzy. I started for the sideline to sit down but collapsed before I could get 

there. As told to me by the person who saved me, who happened to be a doctor, he 

rushed over, determined I had no pulse and saw that I was starting to turn blue. He 

immediately started the CPR compressions, another pelson initiated the breathing 

and he yelled for someone to find the AED that he knew was p ~ s e n t  somewhere in 

the school and for someone else to call 911. The AED was brought into the gym 

within 2 + minutes and he applied the A .  D to me. He said it shocked me the first 



time and I immediately gained consciousness, even before the EMT crew got there. 

I will not bore you with what happened subsequently because I have only a few 

minutes but suffice it to say that but for the AED I most likely would not be here. 

So I can personally testify to the importance of having AEDs in schools. As an aside 

you might ask why was there an AED in a small school in Wayne County. 

Essentially I have you to thank or at least the lawmakers back in 2001. 

because of a law that was passed by the State legislature and signed on May 

17,2001 (Pa. Act 4 of 2001 section 1423.) It provided 2 AEDs to every school district 

in the Commonwealth. When the Wayne County School District received the 2 

AEDs, the superintendant and school board decided, that rather than having to 

determine which of the 9 schools in the district would get the AEDs, that they would 

purchase enough AEDs for each school.. So this is another reason to have 

AEDS in all schools not just some. And why schools? If AEDs are important enough 

to be placed in all fedeml, state and municipal buildings, and airports and other 

public facilities to try to save the life of one of you or one of your colleagues should 

you have SCA, then certainly AEDs are important enough to have in schools where 

our children, our future spend so much time And finally schools are really 

community buildings as well because so much happens there not necessarily related 

to school activities. 

The Talmud says that "if you save one life it is as though you saved the world." So 

all those who participated in saving my life from the people who were present on the 

basketball court that day to the Pa. State legislature essentially saved the world. 

By supporting this legislation I can assure you that you will save the world many 

times over. Thank you for considering my testimony today. 




