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Chairman Roebuck and Members of the Committee, my name is Darren Sudman and I reside in Plymouth 
Meeting, PA. I am the father of Simon Sudman and a co-founder of Simon's Fund. I am joined here by my 
wife, Phyllis, and Josh Weisman, the fund manager. We are honored to be here today to testify about House 
Bill 1803. 

Five years ago, our three month old son, Simon, died in his sleep. The initial cause of death was ruled to be 
SIDS, but that was finding unacceptable to Phyllis and me. 

Unlike most of the parents we meet, we received good advice fi-om our pediatrician and coroner - "children 
don't just die - get your heart checked," they said. We did. Phyllis was diagnosed with Long QT Syndrome - 
an arrhythmia that can cause sudden death. To this day, she's never had a symptom. 

As parents, we discovered a few things 
Long QT Syndrome is responsible for up to 15% of all SIDS deaths. 
Heart conditions like Long QT Syndrome and Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy cause sudden cardiac 
arrest and death in thousands of kids each year in the US. 
Kids just drop dead when they are engaged in sports and other strenuous activities, and when they are 
not active (as in a school classroom). 
These heart conditions are detectable with a simple and inexpensive ECG, and once detected are 
treatable. 
For those whose conditions are not discovered before a sudden cardiac arrest, an AED can be life 
saving. 

We formed Simon's Fund to protest these premature and needless deaths. In five years, we raised over 
$750,000 and screened the hearts of over 1600 kids, with the help of The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia. In 
the next two months, we will be screening another 600 kids at Germantown Academy and Lower Merion 
School District. We've funded research, provided stipends to medical fellows, and conducted educational 
seminars for the medical community. 

We're thrilled that this bill includes support for the placement AED devices and a cardiovascular screening pilot 
program. Screening the hearts of children is the first step to preventing sudden cardiac arrest and death. In our 
screenings, we have found that about 1 out of every 100 children have an undetected, potentially fatal heart 
condition. Our results replicate the findings of the Italians that have been providing heart screenings for all of 
their young athletes for over twenty five years. In that time, they have reduced the incidence of sudden cardiac 
arrest and death by 89%. 

What does this mean for Pennsylvanians? If each Member of this General Assembly had one child, and we 
screened all 253 children, there is a good chance that up to four children would be found to have a serious heart 
condition. An AED in their schools would afford them further protection. 

Our kids get eye exams. Our kids get mandatory hearing tests. There is no reason that they should not get their 
hearts checked too. It is easy, inexpensive and saves lives. 

We applaud this legislation and are eager to support your efforts. Please let us know how we can assist you in 
the screening pilot program. We really would love to do a screening for your children. Again, thanks for the 
opportunity to address the Committee today. 


