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P R O C E E D I N G S 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Good m o r n i n g , 

e v e r y b o d y . 

W h i l e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S i p t r o t h i s 

s t i l l s t a n d i n g , w e ' l l have h i m l e a d us i n t h e 

P l e d g e o f A l l e g i a n c e . 

( W h e r e u p o n , t h e P l e d g e o f A l l e g i a n c e 

was r e c i t e d . ) 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay. Thank y o u . 

And welcome t o t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

C o m m i t t i n g h e a r i n g t h i s m o r n i n g r e l a t i v e t o 

s c h o o l bus s a f e t y and s c h o o l bus r e g u l a t i o n 

and d r i v e r r e g u l a t i o n . And I t h i n k t h e r e ' s 

p e r h a p s n o t h i n g more i m p o r t a n t t h a t we do w i t h 

t h i s c o m m i t t e e t h a n e n s u r e t h e s a f e t y o f a l l 

m o t o r i s t s o u t t h e r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y o u r y o u n g 

p e o p l e who use t h o s e s c h o o l b u s e s . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C h a i r m a n G e i s t , do you 

have any comments? 

O k a y . W e ' l l g e t s t a r t e d t h e n . F i r s t 

p e r s o n t o t e s t i f y i s -- r e l a t i v e t o s c h o o l bus 

d r i v e r l i c e n s i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s and p r o c e s s e s , 

i s , o f c o u r s e , o u r o l d f r i e n d , M r . K u r t M y e r s , 

who i s D e p u t y S e c r e t a r y f o r S a f e t y 
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A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , P e n n s y l v a n i a D e p a r t m e n t o f 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

K u r t , l i k e t o i n t r o d u c e t h e f o l k s who 

a r e w i t h you h e r e t h i s m o r n i n g ? 

MR. MYERS: Good m o r n i n g 

M r . C h a i r m a n , members o f t h e c o m m i t t e e . Y e s , 

t h a n k y o u . P l e a s u r e t o be h e r e t h i s m o r n i n g . 

I b r o u g h t w i t h me C h r i s M i l l e r , and 

C h r i s o v e r s e e s d r i v e r q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r t h e 

B u r e a u o f D r i v e r L i c e n s i n g , and a l s o w i t h me, 

t o t h e f a r r i g h t , i s D i a n a H e n n i n g , and D i a n a 

o v e r s e e s d r i v e r c o n t r o l i s s u e s w i t h i n t h e 

B u r e a u o f D r i v e r L i c e n s i n g as w e l l . And t h o s e 

i n d i v i d u a l s a r e b o t h e x p e r t s i n t h e i r a r e a , so 

s p e c i f i c q u e s t i o n s w e ' l l be happy t o be a b l e 

t o a nswer t h o s e f o r y o u . 

I ' v e a l r e a d y s u p p l i e d t e s t i m o n y t o 

y o u , and I won't r e a d i t v e r b a t i m , b u t I w o u l d 

l i k e t o j u s t p o i n t o u t a f e w h i g h l i g h t s h e r e . 

F i r s t , t h e s c h o o l bus d r i v e r , s c h o o l 

bus i n d u s t r y i s p r o b a b l y one o f t h e more 

r e g u l a t e d i n d u s t r i e s t h a t we h a v e . 

S p e c i f i c a l l y , t h e y have o v e r s i g h t n o t o n l y 

f r o m PennDOT, b u t a l s o t h e U.S. D e p a r t m e n t o f 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n as w e l l as t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 
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PUC. 

And i n a d d i t i o n t o t h a t , t h e r e ' s a l s o 

o b v i o u s l y i m p o r t a n t i n p u t and o v e r s i g h t by t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t o f E d u c a t i o n , t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f 

Wel f a r e , and t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f H e a l t h . 

From t h e s t a n d p o i n t o f b e c o m i n g a 

s c h o o l bus d r i v e r , t h e r e a r e a number o f s t e p s 

t h a t an i n d i v i d u a l must t a k e , and f i r s t and 

f o r e m o s t , t h e y must be a c o m m e r c i a l -- have a 

c o m m e r c i a l d r i v e r s l i c e n s e . And i n d o i n g 

t h a t , t h e y must t a k e a t e s t f o r t h a t as w e l l 

as t h e s k i l l s t e s t t o become t h e c o m m e r c i a l 

d r i v e r . B u t t h e n b e y o n d t h a t , t h e e x p e c t a t i o n 

i s , f o r them t o become a s c h o o l bus d r i v e r , 

t h e y must go and t a k e a p h y s i c a l . 

Now, t h i s i s a more e x t e n s i v e 

p h y s i c a l , i f you w i l l , t h a n what you m i g h t 

remember when you were s i x t e e n and a h a l f and 

g e t t i n g y o u r d r i v e r s l i c e n s e . We're o b v i o u s l y 

l o o k i n g a t t h i n g s i n r e l a t i o n s h i p t o 

c a r d i o v a s c u l a r i s s u e s . We're l o o k i n g a t 

i s s u e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d i a b e t e s and o t h e r 

t h i n g s t h a t may i m p a c t t h a t d r i v e r ' s a b i l i t y 

w h i l e he i s o r she i s m o v i n g p e o p l e f r o m p o i n t 

A t o p o i n t B. 
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A s s u m i n g t h e d r i v e r p a s s e s t h e 

p h y s i c a l , t h e f o r m i s f o r w a r d e d on t o PennDOT, 

and we s e n d them a -- f o r t h e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r 

t h e e n d o r s e m e n t , we t h e n s e n d them an 

a u t h o r i z a t i o n l e t t e r . I t ' s a l e a r n e r ' s p e r m i t 

a p p l i c a t i o n . And t h e s e two d o c u m e n t s a l l o w 

t h e d r i v e r t o b e g i n t h e t r a i n i n g p r o c e s s o f 

b e c o m i n g a s c h o o l bus d r i v e r . 

New s c h o o l bus d r i v e r s must c o m p l e t e 

a minimum o f t w e n t y h o u r s o f i n s t r u c t i o n , 

i n c l u d i n g f o u r t e e n h o u r s o f c l a s s r o o m 

i n s t r u c t i o n and s i x h o u r s on one-on-one 

v e h i c l e f a m i l i a r i t y and d r i v i n g i n s t r u c t i o n . 

And t h e PennDOT s c h o o l bus d r i v e r t r a i n i n g 

c o u r s e i s a d m i n i s t e r e d by l o c a l s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s , c o n t r a c t o r s o r i n t e r m e d i a t e u n i t s , 

u n d e r t h e s u p e r v i s i o n o f PennDOT. 

B e f o r e a d r i v e r becomes a f u l l y 

c r e d e n t i a l e d s c h o o l bus d r i v e r , t h e y a r e 

r e q u i r e d t o c o m p l e t e t h e s c h o o l bus s p e c i f i c 

k n o w l e d g e t e s t , a d m i n i s t e r e d by t h e 

d e p a r t m e n t , and p a s s t h e s c h o o l bus s k i l l s 

t e s t , a d m i n i s t e r e d by a l i c e n s i n g e x a m i n e r . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s t o 

become a s c h o o l bus d r i v e r , a d r i v e r a l s o has 
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t h e r e q u i r e m e n t t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r s c h o o l bus 

e n d o r s e m e n t , and a n n u a l l y , t h e y a r e r e q u i r e d 

t o s u b m i t t o a s c h o o l bus p h y s i c a l . 

A l s o e v e r y f o u r y e a r s , t h e y a r e 

r e q u i r e d t o r e c e r t i f y by c o m p l e t i n g a minimum 

o f t e n h o u r s o f i n s t r u c t i o n c o n s i s t i n g o f a t 

l e a s t s e v e n h o u r s o f c l a s s r o o m t r a i n i n g and 

t h r e e h o u r s o f o n e - o n - o n e , i n - b u s t r a i n i n g . 

They w i l l a l s o be r e q u i r e d t o c o m p l e t e t h e 

s c h o o l bus s p e c i f i c k n o w l e d g e and s k i l l s 

e x a m i n a t i o n . 

S o , as yo u c an see , t h e r e's an 

e x t e n s i v e amount o f t r a i n i n g t h a t goes i n t o 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r b e c o m i n g a s c h o o l bus 

d r i v e r . And I t h i n k i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o p o i n t 

o u t h e r e t h a t t h e r e a r e a p p r o x i m a t e l y f o r t y 

t h o u s a n d s c h o o l bus d r i v e r s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a 

t o d a y . 

L a s t y e a r , b a s e d upon t h e f i g u r e s 

f r o m t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f E d u c a t i o n , I b e l i e v e i t 

i s a c t u a l l y 2008, t h e y d r o v e a l i t t l e o v e r 

f o u r h u n d r e d m i l l i o n m i l e s , and t h e y d i d i t 

q u i t e e f f e c t i v e l y , q u i t e f r a n k l y . When we 

l o o k a t t h e s t a t i s t i c s g o i n g b a c k a t l e a s t t e n 

y e a r s , t h e r e has n o t been a f a t a l i t y i n a 
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s c h o o l bus i n t h e l a s t t e n y e a r s , i n o v e r t e n 

y e a r s . And I t h i n k t h a t i s a c r e d i t t o t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l s who d r i v e t h o s e b u s e s e v e r y d a y , 

and t h e s i g n i f i c a n t i m p o r t a n c e o b v i o u s l y t h e y 

g i v e t o t h e p a s s e n g e r s t h a t t h e y have on t h e i r 

bus , w h i c h a r e o u r c h i l d r e n . 

F r o m t h e s t a n d p o i n t o f b e i n g a b l e t o 

c h e c k d r i v e r s ' r e c o r d s , I do want t o p o i n t o u t 

t h a t t h e r e i s a r e q u i r e m e n t t h a t t h e d r i v e r ' s 

r e c o r d be c h e c k e d on a y e a r l y b a s i s . F o r 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s , t h e r e i s no c h a r g e . F o r an 

i n d e p e n d e n t c o n t r a c t o r who i s c o n t r a c t e d t o a 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t , t h e y c a n e i t h e r pay f i v e 

d o l l a r s a r e c o r d o r we have a b l a n k e t f e e o f 

two h u n d r e d d o l l a r s a y e a r , t h e y c a n c h e c k t h e 

r e c o r d as o f t e n as t h e y w a n t . 

When an e m p l o y e r r e c e i v e s a d r i v e r ' s 

r e c o r d , i t w i l l i n c l u d e r e p o r t a b l e c r a s h e s 

t h a t t h e d r i v e r was i n v o l v e d i n . T h i s w i l l 

i n c l u d e t h e d a t e and l o c a t i o n o f t h e c r a s h as 

w e l l as t h e t y p e o f v e h i c l e t h e y were 

d r i v i n g . 

A n d , f i n a l l y , i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o n o t e 

t h a t w i t h t h e F a i r C r e d i t R e p o r t i n g A c t , 

d r i v e r s must g i v e t h e i r c o n s e n t f o r t h e i r 
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e m p l o y e r t o a c c e s s t h e i r d r i v i n g r e c o r d . The 

e m p l o y e r i s bound t o use a d r i v e r r e c o r d 

s o l e l y f o r t h e p u r p o s e f o r w h i c h t h e d r i v e r 

gave c o n s e n t , a n d , t h e r e f o r e , t h e e m p l o y e r , 

l i k e PennDOT, c a n n o t r e l e a s e t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 

on t h e d r i v i n g r e c o r d u n l e s s a u t h o r i z e d t o do 

s o . 

W i t h t h a t , M r . C h a i r m a n , I ' l l be more 

t h a n happy t o t a k e any q u e s t i o n s t h a t t h e 

commi t t e e may h a v e . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: O k a y . Thank 

y o u . 

I see q u e s t i o n s by R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

S i p t r o t h . 

REPRESENTATI VE SIPTROTH: Thank you 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

V e r y q u i c k l y , K u r t , t h e d r i v i n g 

r e c o r d , i s t h a t o n l y w h i l e t h e y ' r e o p e r a t i n g 

u n d e r t h e p r i v i l e g e s o f c o m m e r c i a l d r i v e r s 

l i c e n s e and s c h o o l bus d r i v e r s l i c e n s e , o r i s 

t h a t a l l a c c i d e n t s t h a t t h e y may be i n v o l v e d 

i n ? 

MR. MYERS: I t ' s a l l a c c i d e n t s t h e y 

may be i n v o l v e d i n , g o i n g b a c k , a s s u m i n g t h a t 

t h e s c h o o l has r e q u e s t e d a t e n - y e a r r e c o r d , 
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g o i n g b a c k t e n y e a r s . 

REPRESENTATIVE SIPTROTH: Thank y o u . 

Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Mark L o n g i e t t i . 

REPRESENTATI VE LONGIETTI : Thank 

y o u . 

J u s t want t o comment, my d i s t r i c t ' s 

r i g h t on t h e b o r d e r w i t h O h i o . Do you know, 

when t h e y do t h e b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k o r t h e 

d r i v i n g r e c o r d c h e c k , does i t p i c k up o u t - o f -

s t a t e i n c i d e n t s as we l l ? 

MR. MYERS: C h r i s o r D i a n a ? 

MS. HENNI NG: S i n c e s c h o o l bus 

d r i v e r s a r e c o m m e r c i a l d r i v e r s i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , any v i o l a t i o n o r v i o l a t i o n s 

t h a t o c c u r r e d o u t o f s t a t e a r e r e p o r t e d t o 

u s . And, you know, w i t h a CDL d r i v e r t r a n s f e r 

i n t o P e n n s y l v a n i a , t h a t h i s t o r y f o l l o w s them 

and i s made p a r t o f t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a d r i v i n g 

r e c o r d . 

REPRESENTATI VE LONGIETTI : I know -¬

I was a s c h o o l s o l i c i t o r f o r a number o f 

y e a r s , and we a c t u a l l y had an i n c i d e n t where a 

d r i v e r was p i c k e d up f o r DUI i n O h i o o v e r t h e 
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weekend and d e l a y e d r e p o r t i n g i t t o -- n o t f o r 

a l ong p e r i o d o f t i m e , b u t f o r a c o u p l e o f 

d a y s . And I remember l o o k i n g a t t h e v a r i o u s 

s t a t u t e s and r e q u i r e m e n t s , i t w a s n ' t q u i t e -¬

i f I r e c a l l c o r r e c t l y , a t t h a t t i m e , i t w a s n ' t 

q u i t e c r y s t a l c l e a r what t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s a r e 

when -- you know, t h e y w e r e n ' t o p e r a t i n g a 

s c h o o l bus a t t h e t i m e b u t t h e y were o u t o f 

s t a t e w i t h t h e i r p r i v a t e v e h i c l e and g o t 

p u l l e d o v e r f o r DUI. 

Do you have any comment on t h a t ? 

MS. HENNI NG: S i n c e t h e 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f MCSIA i n S e p t e m b e r 3 0 t h , 

2005, v i o l a t i o n s t h a t happen i n t h e p e r s o n a l 

v e h i c l e c o u n t t o w a r d s d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n as 

w e l l . So I w o u l d t h i n k t h e y w o u l d be 

o b l i g a t e d t o r e p o r t t h o s e v i o l a t i o n s t o t h e i r 

empl o y e r . 

REPRESENTATI VE LONGIETTI : Even 

t h o u g h i t -- i n t h i s c a s e , i f I r e c a l l 

c o r r e c t l y , what h a p p e n e d was, i t was an 

a r r e s t , o b v i o u s l y t a k e s some t i m e b e f o r e t h e 

a r r e s t moves a l o n g t o e i t h e r d i v e r s i o n a r y 

p r o g r a m o r c o n v i c t i o n , b u t t h a t ' s what 

o c c u r r e d . Do you know how t h a t s h a k e s o u t ? 
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MS. HENNI NG: I ' d have t o l o o k a t t h e 

l a w t o see a t what p o i n t i n t i m e t h e y a r e 

s u p p o s e d t o r e p o r t t h a t t o t h e e m p l o y e r , 

w h e t h e r i t ' s upon a r r e s t o r upon c o n v i c t i o n , 

so I'm n o t r e a l s u r e a b o u t t h a t . 

MR. MYERS: W e ' l l be happy t o l o o k 

i n t o t h a t and g e t b a c k t o y o u . 

REPRESENTATI VE LONGIETTI : O k a y . 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: O k a y . K u r t , I 

had a q u e s t i o n r e l a t i v e t o t h e s i z e o f s c h o o l 

b u s e s . I f you have a s m a l l e r bus -- and I 

c a n ' t r e c a l l t h e number o f s e a t s -- i s t h e r e a 

t h r e s h o l d t h a t , you know, i f you have a bus 

t h a t ' s l e s s t h a n X number o f s e a t s t h a t a l o t 

o f t h e s e p r o c e d u r e s do n o t a p p l y t o t h e h i r i n g 

and t r a i n i n g o f t h e d r i v e r s ? 

MR. MYERS: I ' l l d e f e r t o t h e e x p e r t 

i n t h a t a r e a . 

C h r i s , do you want -¬

MS. MI LLER: As s c h o o l bus i s -¬

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: You n e e d t o 

speak -- y o u ' r e g o i n g t o have t o r e a l l y -¬

MS. MI LLER: A s c h o o l bus i s d e s i g n e d 

t o s e a t o r d e s i g n e d t o s e a t e l e v e n o r more, 
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i n c l u d i n g t h e d r i v e r . T h a t v e h i c l e i s 

c o n s i d e r e d a s c h o o l bus and t h e same r u l e s and 

r e g u l a t i o n s a p p l y w h e t h e r y o u ' r e d r i v i n g a 

s m a l l e r s i z e s c h o o l bus o r l a r g e r s i z e s c h o o l 

b u s , t h e t r a i n i n g i s i d e n t i c a l f o r a l l 

d r i v e r s . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: O k a y . So i f you 

have a b u s , a v a n , you know, some p r i v a t e 

c a r r i e r s o r w h a t e v e r , a r e -- t h e y have v a n s 

t h a t s e a t , I d o n ' t know, f i v e o r s i x p e r h a p s , 

do t h e y n o t -- t h e y d o n ' t have t h e same 

r e q u i r e m e n t s t h e n , a CDL o r some o f t h e o t h e r 

t h i n g s ? 

MS. MI L LER: Y o u ' r e c o r r e c t . They do 

n o t r e q u i r e a CDL, i f t h e v e h i c l e i s d e s i g n e d 

t o s e a t t e n o r f e w e r p a s s e n g e r s , i n c l u d i n g t h e 

d r i v e r , so t h e y w o u l d n o t have t o do t h e 

l i c e n s i n g and t h e t r a i n i n g . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: O k a y . Have we 

had any h i s t o r y o f s i t u a t i o n s w h e r e , you know, 

t h a t ' s o c c u r r e d and p e r h a p s PennDOT h a s , you 

know, been q u e s t i o n e d a b o u t t h a t , o r , you 

know, has been -- had some a c t i o n t a k e n 

a g a i n s t them, you know, b e c a u s e o f t h a t ? Or 

i s t h a t s o m e t h i n g t h a t , you know, t h e 

14 



l e g i s l a t u r e n e e d s t o l o o k a t ? 

I mean, I g u e s s I'm j u s t t r y i n g t o 

g e t a f e e l f o r , you know, t h a t p a r t i c u l a r 

i s s u e t h a t ' s -- I know t h e r e ' s been one o r two 

f o l k s t h a t have a p p r o a c h e d me a b o u t i t , and so 

I ' l l j u s t t h r o w i t o u t t h e r e now, and I ' l l 

j u s t h e a r what you have t o s a y . 

MS. CLARK: I have n o t had any 

q u e s t i o n s r e l a t e d t o s c h o o l v e h i c l e c r a s h e s . 

MR. MYERS: No, I h a v e n ' t e i t h e r , 

M r . C h a i r m a n , b u t I ' l l be happy t o l o o k i n t o 

t h a t . To t h e b e s t o f my k n o w l e d g e , t h o u g h , 

I'm n o t aware o f any i s s u e s r e l a t e d t o t e n o r 

l e s s p a s s e n g e r s e a t s . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: O k a y . The o t h e r 

t h i n g , t o o , you had m e n t i o n e d t h e r e h a s n ' t 

been a f a t a l i t y r e l a t i v e t o a s c h o o l bus -¬

MR. MYERS: I n b u s , f o r a p a s s e n g e r 

i n a b u s . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: I n a b u s . 

MR. MYERS: I n a s c h o o l b u s . T h e r e 

have been some f a t a l i t i e s o u t s i d e o f t h e 

b u s e s , b u t w i t h i n t h e bus i t s e l f , t h o s e 

p a s s e n g e r s , t h e r e has n o t been a f a t a l i t y 

w i t h i n t h e l a s t t e n y e a r s . 
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CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: A number o f y e a r s 

ago, we had p a s s e d some l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t 

r e q u i r e d t h e s t o p arms and t h e arm i n t h e 

f r o n t o f t h e bus t h a t e x t e n d s . Do we have 

d a t a s h o w i n g , you know, k i n d o f b e f o r e and 

a f t e r s t a t i s t i c s on t h a t ? I s t h a t -- how 

t h a t ' s i n c r e a s e d t h e s a f e t y ? 

MR. MYERS: We c e r t a i n l y have t h e 

d a t a . I d o n ' t know -- a t t h i s p o i n t i n t i m e , 

i f we've e v e r l o o k e d a t i t f r o m t h e s t a n d p o i n t 

o f when t h a t l a w went i n t o e f f e c t and t h e 

r e q u i r e m e n t t o have t h e arm and w h e t h e r o r n o t 

t h e r e ' s been a d i f f e r e n c e s i n c e t h a t p o i n t i n 

t i m e , b u t we c a n c e r t a i n l y go b a c k and t a k e a 

l o o k . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Y e a h . I ' d be 

c u r i o u s , i f y o u ' d p r o v i d e t h a t t o t h e 

c o m m i t t e e . F o r a n o t h e r r e a s o n , I know some o f 

us h e r e we're h e r e when we p a s s e d t h o s e l a w s , 

and, you know, i t w o u l d be good t o know i f we 

a c t u a l l y s a v e d some l i v e s by p a s s i n g -- by 

p a s s i n g t h o s e l a w s . 

I t h i n k R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Ron M i l l e r has 

a q u e s t i o n . 

REPRESENTATI VE MILLER: J u s t t o 
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f o l l o w up t o y o u r s , M r . C h a i r m a n , as f a r as 

t h e f a t a l i t i e s , i t ' s g r e a t t o h e a r t h a t we've 

n o t had any i n t h e p a s t t e n y e a r s , b u t when 

you s a y r e g a r d i n g s c h o o l b u s e s , and t h e n we 

h e a r t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f a s c h o o l bus as 

c o m p a r e d t o t h e v a n s t h a t a r e u s e d f o r 

t r a n s p o r t , a r e we t a l k i n g t h e t o t a l s t u d e n t 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s y s t e m ? I g u e s s my q u e s t i o n 

comes down t o t h e v a n s t h a t a r e u s e d t o 

t r a n s p o r t t e n o r l e s s s t u d e n t s , have we had 

any f a t a l i t i e s o r s e r i o u s a c c i d e n t s r e l a t e d t o 

t h o s e ? 

MR. MYERS: I d o n ' t have t h e 

s p e c i f i c s on t h a t . Do y o u , C h r i s ? 

MS. CLARK: I d o n ' t have t h e 

s t a t i s t i c s w i t h me. No, s o r r y . 

REPRESENTATIVE MILLER: As a f o l l o w -

up, maybe you c a n g e t t o t h e c o m m i t t e e , 

b e c a u s e i t ' d be i n t e r e s t i n g t o know i f we're 

s e e i n g a p r o b l e m w i t h t h a t t y p e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

as c o m p a r e d t o t h e s c h o o l b u s e s . 

MR. MYERS: V e r y g o o d . 

REPRESENTATI VE MILLER: Thank y o u . 

Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: O k a y . D e p u t y 
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S e c r e t a r y M y e r s and y o u r s t a f f , t h a n k you v e r y 

much. A p p r e c i a t e t h a t . 

B e f o r e we i n t r o d u c e t h e n e x t s p e a k e r , 

I ' d l i k e t o , f o r t h e r e c o r d , i n d i c a t e t o t h e 

s t e n o g r a p h e r t h e members who a r e h e r e . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Dave H i c k e r n e l l , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

T i n a P i c k e t t , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J e f f P y l e , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e P a u l C o s t a , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J o h n 

S i p t r o t h , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mark L o n g i e t t i , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M i k e C a r r o l l , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Tim S o l o b a y , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J o h n E v a n s , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Ron M i l l e r , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Mark 

K e l l e r , and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e D i c k H e s s . A n d , o f 

c o u r s e , t h e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d C h a i r m a n R i c k G e i s t 

and C h a i r m a n J o e M a r k o s e k . 

D i d I m i s s a n y b o d y ? A n d , I 'm s o r r y , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e L e n t z w i l l n o t be h e r e , b u t Dan 

H e a l y i s h e r e i n h i s -- i n h i s s t e a d . 

D a n , w e l c o m e . 

MR. HEALY: Thank you v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Y o u ' r e welcome t o 

come up h e r e , i f y o u ' d l i k e . 

O k a y . Our n e x t a r e a o f i n t e r e s t i s 

h i r i n g p r a c t i c e s c o n c e r n i n g s c h o o l bus 

d r i v e r s . 
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M i s s S e l i n a P i t t e n g e r , e x e c u t i v e 

d i r e c t o r , P e n n s y l v a n i a S c h o o l Bus A s s o c i a t i o n . 

Welcome. 

MS. P I TTENGER: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: You may p r o c e e d 

when y o u ' r e r e a d y . 

MS. P I TTENGER: O k a y . Good m o r n i n g , 

C h a i r m a n M a r k o s e k , C h a i r m a n G e i s t , and members 

of t h e House T r a n s p o r t a t i o n C o m m i t t e e . A g a i n , 

my name i s S e l i n a P i t t e n g e r . I 'm t h e 

e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r w i t h t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 

S c h o o l Bu s A s s o c i a t i o n . 

The P e n n s y l v a n i a S c h o o l Bus 

A s s o c i a t i o n i s made up o f t h r e e h u n d r e d f i f t y 

p r i v a t e s c h o o l bus c o n t r a c t o r s who p r o v i d e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e s t o s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s . 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y 8 5 p e r c e n t o f t h e f i v e h u n d r e d 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a use 

c o n t r a c t o r s t o p r o v i d e s t u d e n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

s e r v i c e s . A m a j o r i t y o f t h o s e c o n t r a c t o r s a r e 

members o f o u r a s s o c i a t i o n . 

Our p r i m a r y f o c u s i s t o f o s t e r t h e 

h i g h e s t d e g r e e o f s a f e t y i n t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

o f s c h o o l c h i l d r e n . 

I t h a n k you f o r a l l o w i n g me t o 
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t e s t i f y t o d a y a b o u t t h e s c h o o l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i n d u s t r y and t h e h i r i n g p r a c t i c e s f o r s c h o o l 

bus d r i v e r s . We w o u l d l i k e t o t a l k t o you 

t o d a y a b o u t t h e s a f e t y a s p e c t s o f r i d i n g i n 

s c h o o l b u s e s , as we f e e l i t ' s i m p o r t a n t f o r us 

t o s h a r e o u r s t a t i s t i c s w i t h you as you move 

f o r w a r d w i t h t h e l e g i s l a t i v e p r o c e s s . 

D e p u t y S e c r e t a r y M y e r s d i d m e n t i o n 

a b o u t t h e number o f s c h o o l s t u d e n t s and m i l e s 

t r a v e l e d i n o u r c o m m o n w e a l t h . To r e i t e r a t e 

t h a t , on a d a i l y b a s i s , o v e r 1 .5 m i l l i o n 

s c h o o l s t u d e n t s a r e t r a n s p o r t e d d a i l y w i t h o u t 

i n c i d e n t . T h i s i n c l u d e s t h e p u b l i c , p r i v a t e , 

c h a r t e r , and p a r o c h i a l s c h o o l s t u d e n t s i n 

g r a d e s K t h r o u g h 12. 

T h e r e a r e o v e r t h i r t y t h o u s a n d 

r e g i s t e r e d s c h o o l b u s e s and more t h a n f o u r 

h u n d r e d m i l l i o n m i l e s t r a v e l e d a n n u a l l y . And, 

a g a i n , more i m p o r t a n t l y i s we have n o t had a 

s t u d e n t f a t a l i t y , a c c o r d i n g t o o u r r e c o r d s , i n 

a s c h o o l bus s i n c e 1993. 

These s t a t i s t i c s a r e a t r u e t e s t a m e n t 

o f s c h o o l b u s e s o p e r a t e d i n P e n n s y l v a n i a and 

t h e h i g h l y s k i l l e d d r i v e r s . 

The PSBA has been a c t i v e l y i n v o l v e d 
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w i t h PennDOT, r e v i e w i n g s c h o o l bus -- s c h o o l 

v e h i c l e and s c h o o l d r i v e r q u a l i f i c a t i o n and 

r e g u l a t i o n s f o r n e a r l y t h r e e d e c a d e s . Our 

p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h t h e d e p a r t m e n t e n s u r e s t h a t 

s t u d e n t s a r e t r a n s p o r t e d i n t h e s a f e s t 

v e h i c l e s on a d a i l y b a s i s . 

Over t h e l a s t t h r e e d e c a d e s , s c h o o l 

b u s e s have v a s t l y i m p r o v e d and P e n n s y l v a n i a 

was a t t h e f o r e f r o n t , m a n d a t i n g s a f e t y 

e q u i p m e n t on s c h o o l b u s e s and e x t e n s i v e s c h o o l 

bus d r i v e r t r a i n i n g b e f o r e any o t h e r s t a t e i n 

t h e n a t i o n . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a was one o f t h e f i r s t 

s t a t e s t o r e q u i r e t h e s i d e s t o p a r m . And t h e 

c r o s s i n g g a t e s i n t h e f r o n t i s a l s o a n o t h e r 

s a f e t y f e a t u r e t h a t i s i n p r o t e c t i n g t h e 

c h i l d r e n o u t s i d e t h e b u s , i s where more o f t h e 

f a t a l i t i e s and a c c i d e n t s o c c u r . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a s c h o o l bus d r i v e r 

t r a i n i n g i s one o f t h e most e x t e n s i v e i n t h e 

n a t i o n . And we a r e one o f t h e few s t a t e s t h a t 

m a n d a t e s r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n . Our s c h o o l bus 

d r i v e r s a r e some o f t h e h i g h e s t s k i l l e d 

d r i v e r s i n t h e n a t i o n . 

I n t h e l a s t f o u r y e a r s , P e n n s y l v a n i a 
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s c h o o l bus d r i v e r -- e i g h t P e n n s y l v a n i a s c h o o l 

bus d r i v e r s have e i t h e r p l a c e d f i r s t o r s e c o n d 

a t t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l S c h o o l Bus D r i v e r S a f e t y 

C o m p e t i t i o n , c o m p e t i n g w i t h d r i v e r s a l l a c r o s s 

t h e n a t i o n and C a n a d a . 

T h i s -- P e n n s y l v a n i a s c h o o l bus 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s by no m i s t a k e . S t a t e 

r e q u i r e m e n t s r e q u i r e mandate -- r e q u i r e m e n t s 

mandate t h r o u g h b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k s , m e d i c a l , 

p h y s i c a l , and t r a i n i n g be o b t a i n e d b e f o r e a 

d r i v e r c a n be c e r t i f i e d t o be b e h i n d t h e w h e e l 

o f a s c h o o l bus and t r a n s p o r t i n g s c h o o l 

s t u d e n t s . 

T h e r e a r e o v e r f o r t y t h o u s a n d 

l i c e n s e d s c h o o l bus d r i v e r s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

A s c h o o l bus d r i v e r i s r e q u i r e d t o 

o b t a i n a CDL w i t h a p a s s e n g e r and s c h o o l bus 

e n d o r s e m e n t , and minimum o f t w e n t y h o u r s o f 

t r a i n i n g by a c e r t i f i e d s c h o o l bus d r i v e r 

i n s t r u c t o r must be c o m p l e t e d b e f o r e a new 

s c h o o l bus d r i v e r can o b t a i n t h e s c h o o l bus 

e n d o r s e m e n t . 

When a new a p p l i c a n t a p p l i e s f o r a 

s c h o o l bus p o s i t i o n , t h e e m p l o y e r i s m a n d a t e d 

t o p e r f o r m s e v e r a l b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k s on 
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p r o s p e c t i v e e m p l o y e e s . These c h e c k s i n c l u d e 

t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e c r i m i n a l 

b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k , t h e F B I f i n g e r p r i n t 

b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k , t h e c h i l d a b u s e c l e a r a n c e , 

and a m o t o r v e h i c l e r e c o r d c h e c k . 

These f o u r b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k s must be 

p e r f o r m e d e v e n i f t h e p r o s p e c t i v e e m p l o y e e i s 

a l r e a d y a l i c e n s e d s c h o o l bus d r i v e r . 

The P e n n s y l v a n i a D e p a r t m e n t o f 

E d u c a t i o n and t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a D e p a r t m e n t o f 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n o u t l i n e o f f e n s e s t h a t w o u l d 

p r o h i b i t an e m p l o y e r f r o m h i r i n g a new 

a p p l i c a n t i f c o n v i c t e d o f t h e s e o f f e n s e s 

o c c u r r e d w i t h i n t h e l a s t f i v e y e a r s . 

E m p l o y e r s a r e t o o b t a i n a f i v e - y e a r 

d r i v i n g h i s t o r y f r o m t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . The d e p a r t m e n t o n l y i s s u e s 

d r i v i n g h i s t o r i e s o f t h r e e y e a r s o r t e n 

y e a r s . I f d r i v i n g v i o l a t i o n s o c c u r r e d more 

t h a n t e n y e a r s ago, i t i s n o t on t h e m o t o r 

v e h i c l e r e c o r d . 

I f r e p o r t i n c l u d e s a -- i f t h e r e p o r t 

i n c l u d e s a r e p o r t o f an a c c i d e n t , i t does n o t 

i n d i c a t e t h e f a u l t f o r t h e a c c i d e n t , o n l y t h a t 

t h e i n d i v i d u a l o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l ' s v e h i c l e 
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i n v o l v e d i n t h e a c c i d e n t on t h e d a t e l i s t e d . 

E m p l o y e r s must r e l y on t h e h o n e s t -¬

t h e i r a p p l i c a n t s t o be h o n e s t and f o r t h r i g h t 

when q u e s t i o n e d a b o u t any b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k 

i n f o r m a t i o n . By l aw, d r i v e r s w i t h a CDL must 

n o t i f y t h e i r e m p l o y e r i n w r i t i n g i f c o n v i c t e d 

o f a v i o l a t i o n w i t h i n t h i r t y d a y s o f t h e 

c o n v i c t i o n . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e t r a i n i n g , 

b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k s , and p h y s i c a l s c r e e n i n g s , 

a l l a p p l i c a n t s must a l s o s u b m i t t o 

p r e e m p l o y m e n t d r u g t e s t s , and, once h i r e d , be 

p l a c e d i n a random d r u g and a l c o h o l t e s t i n g 

p o o l . 

I t i n i t i a l l y c o s t s s c h o o l d i s t r i c t 

and c o n t r a c t o r s a p p r o x i m a t e l y f i v e h u n d r e d 

d o l l a r s p e r a p p l i c a n t f o r t r a i n i n g , b a c k g r o u n d 

c h e c k s , p r e e m p l o y m e n t d r u g t e s t , and a m e d i c a l 

p h y s i c a l . On a v e r a g e , two o f t e n a p p l i c a n t s 

w i l l q u a l i f y t o be h i r e d . 

Once a new d r i v e r s has been a p p r o v e d , 

t o be h i r e d by t h e s c h o o l d i s t r i c t , i n o r d e r 

t o mai n t a i n t h e i r s c h o o l bus d r i v e r 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n , a d r i v e r must c o m p l e t e and 

s u b m i t t o t h e d e p a r t m e n t an a n n u a l p h y s i c a l , 
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be i n c l u d e d i n a random d r u g and a l c o h o l 

t e s t i n g p r o g r a m , and c o m p l e t e t e n h o u r s o f 

r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n e v e r y f o u r y e a r s . 

P e n n s y l v a n i a l a w s and r e g u l a t i o n s 

d e s c r i b e t h e minimum r e q u i r e m e n t s t h a t a l l 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s and c o n t r a c t o r s must f o l l o w , 

h o wever s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s and c o n t r a c t o r s have 

more s t r i n g e n t p o l i c i e s and a r e above and 

b e y o n d t h e s t a t e ' s minimum r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

F o r e x a m p l e , s t a t e s r e q u i r e a l l 

b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k s be done p r i o r t o employment 

o n l y . M a j o r i t y o f t h e s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s and 

c o n t r a c t o r s p e r f o r m b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k s on t h e i r 

e m p l o y e e s on a r e g u l a r b a s i s t h r o u g h o u t t h e i r 

e m p l o y m e n t . 

C o n t r a c t o r s r e q u e s t MVRs on t h e i r 

d r i v e r s a t l e a s t once a y e a r . Some s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s and c o n t r a c t o r s r e v i e w t h e s e r e p o r t s 

s e m i a n n u a l l y o r q u a r t e r l y . 

A c h a l l e n g e f o r o u r i n d u s t r y i s -¬

w i t h i n t h e h i r i n g p r o c e s s i s o b t a i n i n g t h e 

f o u r b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k s i n a t i m e l y f a s h i o n . 

One o f t h e r e q u i r e d b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k s r u n s 

t h r o u g h -- e a c h one o f t h e s e r e q u i r e d 

b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k s r u n s t h r o u g h f o u r d i f f e r e n t 
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d e p a r t m e n t s , and t u r n - a r o u n d t i m e v a r i e s f r o m 

i n s t a n t l y f o r t h e s t a t e p o l i c e b a c k g r o u n d 

c h e c k and t h e m o t o r v e h i c l e r e c o r d c h e c k i s 

v i a o n l i n e . I t c a n be up t o t h i r t y d a y s f o r 

t h e c h i l d a b u s e c l e a r a n c e . 

And one s u g g e s t i o n we w o u l d l i k e t o 

make a t t h i s t i m e i s t o s t r e a m l i n e and 

c o n s o l i d a t e a l l t h e r e q u i r e d b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k s 

i n t o one s u b m i s s i o n . T h i s w o u l d h e l p 

s t r e a m l i n e t h e h i r i n g p r o c e s s and e n s u r e t h a t 

a l l t h e n e c e s s a r y b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k s have been 

r e q u e s t e d . 

As you know, e a c h l e g i s l a t i v e s e s s i o n 

numerous b i l l s a r e i n t r o d u c e d t h a t w o u l d 

a f f e c t s t u d e n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , w h e t h e r i t ' s 

i m p r o v i n g v e h i c l e s a f e t y , p e n a l i z i n g p a s s i n g 

m o t o r i s t s , e l i m i n a t i n g s c h o o l bus d r i v e r 

d i s t r a c t i o n s , o r i m p r o v i n g s c h o o l bus d r i v e r 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . L e g i s l a t o r s must be a w a r e , 

when c o n s i d e r i n g l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t w o u l d 

i n c r e a s e u n f u n d e d c o s t s w h i l e n o t p r o v i d i n g a 

s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e t o s a f e t y , t h e s e 

u n e x p e c t e d and u n f u n d e d m a n d a t e s p u t a b u r d e n 

on s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s whose b u d g e t s have been 

e s t a b l i s h e d c a l c u l a t i n g what t h e a n t i c i p a t e d 
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c o s t s f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n w i l l be f o r t h e n e x t 

y e a r . 

The PSBA r e c o g n i z e s t h a t s c h o o l bus 

d r i v e r s have t h e d u t y t o d i r e c t a h u n d r e d 

p e r c e n t o f t h e i r a t t e n t i o n t o t h e s a f e 

o p e r a t i o n o f t h e s c h o o l bus and t h e s a f e t y o f 

t h e i r p a s s e n g e r s and t h a t t a l k i n g on a c e l l 

phone o r u s i n g o t h e r p e r s o n a l p o r t a b l e 

e l e c t r o n i c d e v i c e , w h e t h e r i t ' s h a n d s - o n o r 

h a n d s - f r e e , i s a d i s t r a c t i o n f r o m t h e i r 

p r o f e s s i o n a l d u t i e s . 

The PSBA recommends a l l s c h o o l bus 

c o m p a n i e s a d o p t t h e f o l l o w i n g p o l i c i e s -- o r 

p o l i c y : D r i v e r s may n o t use a c e l l phone o r 

o t h e r p e r s o n a l p o r t a b l e e l e c t r o n i c d e v i c e 

w h i l e o p e r a t i n g a s c h o o l bus o r any o t h e r 

v e h i c l e t r a n s p o r t i n g s t u d e n t s , i n c l u d i n g 

l o a d i n g and u n l o a d i n g s t u d e n t s , e x c e p t i n an 

e m e r g e n c y . 

F o r t h e p u r p o s e o f t h i s p o l i c y , an 

e m e r g e n c y e x i s t s i f t h e d r i v e r r e q u i r e s 

i m m e d i a t e a s s i s t a n c e t o e n s u r e t h e s a f e t y o f 

h i s o r h e r p a s s e n g e r s o r t o r e p o r t a d a n g e r o u s 

o r l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g s i t u a t i o n . 

B e c a u s e o f o u r b e l i e f t h a t d r i v e r 
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d i s t r a c t i o n i s a l e a d i n g c a u s e f o r many 

a c c i d e n t s , we s u p p o r t l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t w o u l d 

p r o h i b i t t e x t i n g and l i m i t c e l l phone u s e . We 

w o u l d f u r t h e r recommend t h a t a d d i t i o n a l 

p e n a l t i e s be added t o a m o t o r i s t who p a s s e s a 

s t o p p e d s c h o o l bus w h i l e l o a d i n g o r u n l o a d i n g 

w h i l e u s i n g a c e l l phone o r o t h e r e l e c t r o n i c 

d e v i c e . 

Thank you f o r g i v i ng me t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y b e f o r e you t o d a y . I ' d 

be happy t o answer any q u e s t i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay. Thank you 

v e r y much. 

The c h a i r w o u l d l i k e t o n o t e t h a t 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Ted H a r h a i has j o i n e d u s . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J e f f P y l e . 

REPRESENTATI VE PYLE: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

Thank you f o r t e s t i f y i n g t o d a y . 

J u s t c u r i o u s , a r e t h e r e any l a w s o r 

g o v e r n a n c e r e q u i r i n g s c h o o l bus s t o p s ? And 

t h e q u e s t i o n I ask i s , many o f my s m a l l 

b o r o u g h s a r e v e r y c o n d e n s e d i n r i v e r v a l l e y s , 

w i l l have s c h o o l b u s e s s t o p p i n g on e v e r y 

c o r n e r a l o n g t h e s t a t e h i g h w a y . A r e t h e r e any 
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r u l e s o f c o n d u c t o r w h a t e v e r o r p o l i c i e s 

w i t h i n y o u r a s s o c i a t i o n t h a t a d v i s e s y o u r 

d r i v e r s t o a t l e a s t s p a c e them o u t a c o u p l e o f 

b l o c k s a p a r t o r w h a t e v e r d i s t a n c e ? 

MS. P I TTENGER: T h a t i s d e p e n d e n t on 

t h e s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s . The D e p a r t m e n t o f 

E d u c a t i o n , t h e e d u c a t i o n code m a n d a t e s t h a t 

t h e s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s d e v e l o p t h e r o u t e s and 

t h e s c h o o l bus s t o p s . 

T h e r e i s i s s u e where t h e s t o p s -- o r 

n o t i s s u e b u t t h e r e i s g u i d a n c e as t o where 

s c h o o l bus s t o p s a r e l o c a t e d w i t h s i g h t 

d i s t a n c e and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s on where t h o s e 

s t o p s s h o u l d be e s t a b l i s h e d . 

I f t h e r e ' s a h a z a r d o u s w a l k i n g r o u t e , 

t h e y c a n p e t i t i o n t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o come o u t and do a s t u d y on 

t h e haz a r d o u s w a l k i n g r o u t e , and t h a t ' s more 

f o r t h o s e t h a t have bus s t o p s t h a t a r e s p r e a d 

f u r t h e r a p a r t . 

I n t h e p a s t f e w y e a r s , t h o u g h , we've 

s e e n a r e d u c t i o n i n s c h o o l bus s t o p s , where 

t h e y have s t a r t e d s p a c i n g them o u t a l i t t l e 

b i t f u r t h e r , b u t i t ' s m o s t l y c o n t i n g e n t on t h e 

p a r e n t s and t h e s t u d e n t s w i t h i n t h e d i s t r i c t 

29 



o f how t h o s e s t o p s a r e e s t a b l i s h e d . 

REPRESENTATIVE PYLE: Thank y o u . 

Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Ron M i l l e r . 

REPRESENTATI VE MILLER: I g u e s s , on 

y o u r p r o h i b i t i o n o f t h e c e l l phone and t h i n g s , 

I a p p r e c i a t e t h e i n d e n t . 

Do you have a d e f i n i t i o n o f w h a t ' s 

c o n s i d e r e d an e m e r g e n c y ? And I g u e s s , r e a s o n 

f o r a s k i n g i s , I know, i n my s c h o o l d i s t r i c t , 

o f t e n t h e d r i v e r i s c a l l e d b e c a u s e a p a r e n t 

r e p o r t s t h a t t h e i r c h i l d d i d n o t g e t o f f t h e 

s c h o o l b u s , and t h e q u e s t i o n i s : D i d t h e y 

j u s t f a i l t o g e t o f f o r d i d t h e y f a i l t o g e t 

on? Where i s t h a t c h i l d ? 

W o u l d t h a t be c o n s i d e r e d an 

e m e r g e n c y ? 

MS. P I TTENGER: T h a t w o u l d be 

c o n s i d e r e d an e m e r g e n c y . Those s c h o o l b u s e s 

a r e e q u i p p e d e i t h e r w i t h two-way r a d i o s y s t e m s 

w i t h d i s p a t c h e r s , so t h a t ' s how t h e y g e t --

mos t o f t h e t i m e t h e y ' r e b e i n g c o n t a c t e d 

t h r o u g h a d i s p a t c h e r and an a u t h o r i t y w i t h i n 

t h e d i s t r i c t and t h e company. T h o u g h , some o f 
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t h e m , some c o m p a n i e s have a p o l i c y t h e y won't 

e v e n a l l o w t h e i r d r i v e r s t o c a r r y t h e i r 

p e r s o n a l c e l l phone a l o n g w i t h t h e m ; t h a t 

t h e i r means o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n c a n o n l y be 

t h r o u g h w h a t ' s been d i c t a t e d by t h e d i s t r i c t 

and t h e company. 

REPRESENTATI VE MILLER: O k a y . Thank 

y o u . 

Thank you M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Mark L o n g i e t t i . 

REPRESENTATI VE LONGIETTI : Thank 

y o u . 

I n o t i c e f r o m y o u r t e s t i m o n y t h a t 85 

p e r c e n t o f t h e s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s u se 

i n d e p e n d e n t c o n t r a c t o r s f o r t h e i r s c h o o l bus 

s e r v i c e s . A r e you a w a r e , a r e t h e r e 

c o n t r a c t o r s t h a t have more s t r i n g e n t 

r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r t h e i r bus d r i v e r s t h a n what 

t h e l a w p r e s c r i b e s ? 

F o r e x a m p l e , i f I see f r o m y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y , w i t h i n t h i r t y d a y s o f a t r a f f i c 

v i o l a t i o n c o n v i c t i o n , t h e e m p l o y e e i s s u p p o s e d 

t o p r o v i d e n o t i c e . A r e t h e r e c o n t r a c t o r s t h a t 

e v e n o n , l i k e , a DUI a r r e s t o r r e f u s a l t o 
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s u b m i t t o c h e m i c a l t e s t , t h a t w o u l d r e q u i r e 

n o t i f i c a t i o n and p o s s i b l y e v e n s u s p e n d t h a t 

d r i v e r f r o m d r i v i n g ? A r e you aware o f t h a t ? 

MS. P I TTENGER: I am aware o f many 

c o m p a n i e s and d i s t r i c t s t h a t , you know, i n 

t h e i r e m p l o y e e h a n d b o o k s and t h e i r e m p l o y e e 

p o l i c i e s t h a t a r e more s t r i n g e n t , t h a t e v e n 

t h o u g h t h e y h a v e n ' t been c o n v i c t e d o v e r a 

v i o l a t i o n , t h a t t h e y a r e t o r e p o r t , you know, 

as soon as p o s s i b l e ; i n some c a s e s , t h e y may 

say w i t h i n f o r t y - e i g h t h o u r s o f , you know, o f 

b e i n g c i t e d f o r a v i o l a t i o n , I g u e s s , i s t h e 

p r o p e r t e r m , t h a t t h e y n o t i f y t h e e m p l o y e r and 

make them aware o f t h e i r -- you know, what 

h a p p e n e d and t h a t s o r t o f t h i n g . 

I f i t comes o u t t h a t t h e y have n o t , 

t h e n , a g a i n , t h e p o l i c i e s t h e y h a v e , you know, 

f o r t e r m i n a t i o n a n d , you know, t h o s e t y p e s o f 

o u t l i n e s w i t h i n t h e i r e m p l o y e e p o l i c i e s , so 

t h e y a r e -- you know, I g u e s s t h e y a r e above 

and b e y o n d what t h e s t a t e d oes r e q u i r e as f a r 

as r e p o r t i n g t h a t t h e y have had a v i o l a t i o n , 

been c i t e d f o r a v i o l a t i o n . 

REPRESENTATIVE LONGIETTI: Do you 

know i f i t goes b e y o n d e v e n r e p o r t i n g t o --
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o k a y , you have an o b l i g a t i o n t o r e p o r t , b u t 

t h a t i n d e p e n d e n t c o n t r a c t o r w o u l d a l s o s a y 

t h a t you c a n n o t d r i v e a b u s , you know, u n l e s s 

y o u ' r e a c q u i t t e d . 

MS. P I TTENGER: O f t e n t i m e s , t h e y 

w i l l -- you know, m i g h t n o t be t e r m i n a t e d 

i m m e d i a t e l y , b u t t h e y w i l l be p u t , you know, 

on s u s p e n d e d n o t i c e . They m i g h t be d o i n g some 

l i g h t d u t i e s a t t h e g a r a g e o r , you know, i n 

o r d e r t o mai n t a i n a f l o w o f i n c o m e , b u t t h e y 

a r e r e m o v e d -- most o f t e n r e m o v e d f r o m t h e 

v e h i c l e u n t i l , you know, e v e r y t h i n g ' s been 

c l e a r e d u p . 

REPRESENTATI VE LONGIETTI : O k a y . 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

J o h n S i p t r o t h . 

REPRESENTATI VE SIPTROTH: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

T h a n k y o u f o r y o u r t e s t i mo n y . 

Do you r e p r e s e n t c o m p a n i e s t h a t 

o p e r a t e v e h i c l e s t o t r a n s p o r t s t u d e n t s o f t e n 

o r l e s s t h a t a r e n o t c o n s i d e r e d s c h o o l b u s e s ? 

MS. P I TTENGER: Y e s . Many -- I w o u l d 

s ay a l o t o f o u r members h a v e , you know, n o t 
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o n l y s c h o o l b u s e s i n t h e i r f l e e t b u t t h e y do 

a l s o o p e r a t e s c h o o l v e h i c l e s w h i c h a r e t e n 

p a s s e n g e r s o r l e s s t o t r a n s p o r t s c h o o l 

s t u d e n t s . O f t e n t h e s m a l l e r v e h i c l e s a r e u s e d 

f o r s p e c i a l n e e d s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o r i n 

d i s t r i c t s where some o f t h e new d e v e l o p m e n t s 

have -- i t ' s n o t as e a s y f o r a l a r g e s c h o o l 

bus t o g e t i n t o some o f t h e new d e v e l o p m e n t s , 

and t h e y w i l l , you know, use t h e s c h o o l 

v e h i c l e s t o p i c k up t h e s t u d e n t s c l o s e r t o 

t h e i r r e s i d e n c e i n s t e a d o f h a v i n g them w a l k 

o u t t o a m a j o r r o a d w a y . 

REPRESENTATI VE SIPTROTH: I n r e g a r d s 

t o t h a t , do you o p e r a t e t h a t v e h i c l e when 

y o u ' r e l o a d i n g o r u n l o a d i n g t h e s c h o o l 

c h i l d r e n ' s c o m p l e t e l y o u t o f t h e r i g h t - o f - w a y ? 

MS. P I TTENGER: S c h o o l v e h i c l e s a r e 

m a n d a t e d t o f o l l o w a l l p a s s e n g e r m o t o r i s t 

l a w s , w h i c h m o t o r i s t i s p r o h i b i t e d f r o m c o m i n g 

t o a s t o p on a r o a d w a y w i t h o u t b e i n g f u l l y -¬

t h e y c a n s t o p i f t h e y ' r e c o m p l e t e l y o f f t h e 

r o a d w a y and t h a t o t h e r c a r s c a n g e t by t h e m . 

They a r e -- s c h o o l v e h i c l e s c a n n o t do s t u d e n t 

p i c k - u p l i k e a s c h o o l b u s d o e s ; t h e y ' r e n o t 

e q u i p p e d w i t h t h e l i g h t s y s t e m . So t h o s e do 
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have t o be t o t a l l y o f f - r o a d p i c k - u p s and 

d i s c h a r g e d . O f t e n t h e y ' r e done e i t h e r , you 

know, l o a d i n g and u n l o a d i n g i n a d r i v e w a y o r 

t h e y ' r e c u r b s i d e , o f f o f t h e r o a d w a y , t o -¬

f o r s t u d e n t s a c c e s s t h a t v e h i c l e . 

REPRESENTATI VE SIPTROTH: I ' v e 

n o t i c e d and I have had some r e p o r t s o f t h o s e 

t y p e s o f v e h i c l e s t h a t a r e n o t o u t o f t h e 

c a r t w a y c o m p l e t e l y and -- when t h e y a r e 

l o a d i n g and u n l o a d i n g s t u d e n t s , and t h a t ' s why 

I q u e s t i o n t h a t , b e c a u s e I have a s a f e t y 

c o n c e r n w i t h t h a t . 

MS. P I TTENGER: R i g h t . And t h a t ' s a 

v i o l a t i o n o f t h e l a w t h a t t h e y w o u l d be c i t e d 

by t h e p o l i c e , l o c a l l a w e n f o r c e m e n t o r s t a t e 

p o l i c e , i f n o t i c e d . 

S c h o o l v e h i c l e s a l s o have t h e same 

r e q u i r e m e n t s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i s e as s c h o o l 

b u s e s d o , w i t h h a v i n g e i t h e r t h e s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t o r t h e c o n t r a c t o r name on t h e s i d e o f 

t h e v e h i c l e , so t h a t s h o u l d make i t somewhat 

e a s i e r t o i d e n t i f y who t h e v e h i c l e w o r k s -- i s 

b e l o n g i n g t o and t r a n s p o r t i n g f o r . 

REPRESENTATI VE SIPTROTH: O k a y . 

Thank you v e r y much. 
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Thank y o u , Mr. C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: O k a y . Thank 

y o u . 

I have one q u e s t i o n , t o o . You had 

m e n t i o n e d i n y o u r t e s t i m o n y , i t s o r t o f j u m p e d 

out a t me when you s a i d i t , t h a t o n l y two o u t 

of t e n f o l k s t h a t a p p l y t o be s c h o o l b u s 

d r i v e r s a c t u a l l y become s c h o o l b u s d r i v e r s o r 

become l i c e n s e d . I 'm j u s t c u r i o u s . I w o u l d 

have g u e s s e d i t w o u l d have b e e n a l i t t l e 

h i g h e r t h a n t h a t . T h a t ' s 20 p e r c e n t o f a l l 

t h e a p p l i c a n t s . 

Can you j u s t g i v e us a l i t t l e 

b a c k g r o u n d as what a r e t h e common c a u s e s o f 

t h e e i g h t t h a t d o n ' t make i t , you know, t h e 

r e a s o n s , common r e a s o n s ? 

MS. P I TTENGER: T h a t ' s p r e t t y , you 

know, a b r o a d -- t h e r e a s o n s a r e p r e t t y b r o a d . 

Sometimes i t ' s , you know, a f t e r j u s t a c o u p l e 

of d a y s o f t h e i n i t i a l t r a i n i n g , t h e a p p l i c a n t 

r e a l i z e s t h i s i s n ' t r e a l l y g o i n g t o be a good 

f i t f o r me, you know, I d o n ' t know i f I ' l l 

h a ve t h e p a t i e n c e t o d e a l w i t h s e v e n t y - t w o 

c h i l d r e n . 

Some o f them wash o u t due t o , you 
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know, t h e i r b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k s a r e n ' t up t o p a r 

and t h a t t h e y ' r e n o t q u a l i f i e d . 

A number o f s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s and 

c o n t r a c t o r s , a g a i n , go above and b e y o n d w i t h 

t h e s t a t u t e o f l i m i t a t i o n s and t h e -- i f 

t h e y ' v e b e e n c o n v i c t e d o f one o f t h e c r i m e s , 

t h a t t h e y w o u l d n o t be e l i g i b l e . 

A l s o , a n o t h e r f a c t o r i s t h e p h y s i c a l 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . They go t h r o u g h a p r e t t y 

s t r i n g e n t p h y s i c a l , so t h e y may wash o u t 

b e c a u s e o f t h e y j u s t d o n ' t q u a l i f y 

p h y s i c a l l y . 

And s o m e t i m e s t h e y d o n ' t -- you know, 

e v e n t h o u g h t h e y ' r e t o l d r i g h t up f r o n t t h a t 

t h i s i s a j o b o f a s p l i t s h i f t , you know, two 

h o u r s i n t h e m o r n i n g , two h o u r s i n t h e 

a f t e r n o o n , t h e y t h i n k t h a t w i l l work o u t , and 

o f t e n , you know, s o m e t h i n g e l s e comes up and 

t h e y n e e d t o have t h e i r t i m e more c o n d e n s e d 

i n t o a p e r i o d . 

So t h o s e a r e some o f t h e r e a s o n s why 

t h e y ' r e n o t q u a l i f y i n g and s t a y i n g o n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: What p e r c e n t a g e 

o f t h o s e t h a t d o n ' t make i t , i f you know t h i s , 

w o u l d be t u r n e d down b e c a u s e o f t h e y c a n ' t 
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p a s s t h e d r u g o r a l c o h o l ? 

MS. P I TTENGER: T h a t -- I d o n ' t have 

f i g u r e s on t h a t , t o t h o s e t h a t d o n ' t p a s s t h e 

p r e e m p l o y m e n t d r u g t e s t . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: O k a y . I f t h e r e ' s 

a q u e s t i o n o f -- i f a q u e s t i o n o f 

q u a l i f i c a t i o n i s r a i s e d i n a b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k , 

what h a p p e n s ? Whose d e c i s i o n i s i t t o e m p l o y 

t h e d r i v e r ? 

MS. P I TTENGER: I t i s u l t i m a t e l y t h e 

d e c i s i o n o f t h e s c h o o l d i s t r i c t t o a p p r o v e t h e 

d r i v e r . The q u a l i f i c a t i o n p r o c e s s , o f t e n t h e 

d i s t r i c t , w o r k i n g w i t h t h e i r c o n t r a c t o r , you 

know, ma n d a t e s t h a t t h e y f o l l o w a l l t h e l a w s 

and t h e p o l i c i e s o f t h e d i s t r i c t i n t h e h i r i n g 

p r o c e s s . B u t , u l t i m a t e l y , t h a t d r i v e r c a n n o t 

be p u t b e h i n d t h e w h e e l o f a s c h o o l bus o r 

s c h o o l v e h i c l e u n t i l t h e d i s t r i c t , a t a b o a r d 

m e e t i n g o r , you know, s u c h m e e t i n g t h a t w o u l d 

a l l o w them t o b e g i n t r a n s p o r t i n g s c h o o l 

s t u d e n t s . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: O k a y . I f t h e 

b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k i n d i c a t e d somebody had a 

p r e v i o u s DUI, f o r e x a m p l e , t h a t w o u l d n o t 

n e c e s s a r i l y p r e c l u d e them f r o m b e i n g h i r e d , i f 
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t h e s c h o o l d i s t r i c t d e c i d e d t h a t , i n s p i t e o f 

t h a t , t h e y were g o i n g t o h i r e t h i s p e r s o n , 

t h e y c o u l d s t i l l do t h a t . 

MS. PITTENGER: They c o u l d . I mean, 

o f t e n t h o s e t y p e s o f -- you know, a n y t h i n g 

t h a t ' s s h o w i n g up on a b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k , 

w h e t h e r i t ' s t h e c r i m i n a l c h e c k o r t h e MVR, i s 

g o i n g t o be, you know, s c r u t i n i z e d more 

c l o s e l y and t h a t d r i v e r i s g o i n g t o be 

s c r u t i n i z e d more c l o s e l y t o s e e , you know -¬

a g a i n , i f i t ' s b e e n t w e n t y y e a r s s i n c e t h a t -¬

a DUI o r a n y t h i n g showed up on t h e i r 

b a c k g r o u n d c h e c k , t h e y m i g h t l o o k a t i t a s , 

hey, h e ' s grown up o r s h e ' s grown up and 

l e a r n e d t h e e r r o r s o f t h e i r w a y s . 

B u t a l o t o f a s s e s s m e n t , b e c a u s e o f 

t h e l e n g t h y t r a i n i n g p r o c e s s , you know, 

c h a r a c t e r s a r e a s s e s s e d and i t k i n d o f i s a 

l o n g e r i n t e r v i e w p r o c e s s f o r a sc hoo l b u s 

d r i v e r . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay. I d o n ' t 

see any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s by t h e c o m m i t t e e , s o , 

Mi s s P i t t e n g e r , t h a n k you v e r y much. 

MS. P I TTENGER: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: V e r y good 
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t e s t i m o n y . A p p r e c i a t e i t . 

N e x t we have an o v e r v i e w o f 

c o m p l i a n c e s a f e t y a c c o u n t a b i l i t y . And i s 

M r . T i m o t h y C o t t e r , who's d i v i s i o n 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r f o r t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a d i v i s i o n o f 

t h e F e d e r a l M o t o r C a r r i e r S a f e t y 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e U.S. D e p a r t m e n t o f 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . And he has a s l i d e show 

a v a i l a b l e . 

M r . C o t t e r , do you want y o u r --- t o 

have y o u r s t a f f p e r s o n come f o r w a r d , t o o , i f 

you w i s h . 

MR. COTTER: I t h i n k we're o k a y . 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: M i g h t want t o 

move t h e m i c r o p h o n e a l i t t l e b i t . 

MR. COTTER: Good m o r n i n g . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Good m o r n i n g . 

MR. COTTER: A p p r e c i a t e t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o come h e r e t o d a y t o t a l k a b o u t a 

new p r o g r a m t h a t we have a t t h e F e d e r a l M o t o r 

C a r r i e r S a f e t y A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . H o p e f u l l y you 

have c o p i e s o f t h e s l i d e s as w e l l w i t h you 

t h a t were h a n d e d o u t e a r l i e r . 

The p r o g r a m i s c a l l e d CSA2010, and 

40 



i t ' s c o m p r e h e n s i v e s a f e t y a n a l y s i s , and i t ' s a 

p r o g r a m t h a t we're g o i n g t o use t o m o n i t o r and 

have o v e r s i g h t o f t h e m o t o r c a r r i e r i n d u s t r y 

a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y and i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

I want t o f i r s t t a l k t o you a b o u t 

what we a r e c h a n g i n g and why we a r e m a k i n g 

t h i s c h a n g e a t t h e F e d e r a l M o t o r C a r r i e r 

S a f e t y A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

And CSA20 1 0 has t h r e e m a in c o m p o n e n t s 

t o i t . F i r s t o f f i s how we're g o i n g t o 

m e asure a c a r r i e r ' s s a f e t y p e r f o r m a n c e u s i n g 

r o a d s i d e and c r a s h d a t a . 

And t h e s e c o n d p a r t i s what we're 

t e r m i n g i n t e r v e n t i o n s , o r how we're g o i n g t o 

make c o n t a c t w i t h t h e i n d u s t r y once t h e y ' r e 

i d e n t i f i e d as h a v i n g some s a f e t y i s s u e s . 

The t h i r d p a r t o f CSA201 0 i s o u r 

s a f e t y f i t n e s s d e t e r m i n a t i o n . And t h i s i s 

p a r t o f o u r l o n g - t e r m p l a n , t o be a b l e t o use 

t h e d a t a t o make a s a f e t y f i t n e s s 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n f o r e a c h c a r r i e r . 

J u s t a l i t t l e b a c k g r o u n d f i r s t , I 

t h o u g h t i t m i g h t be h e l p f u l , f r o m t h e F e d e r a l 

M o t o r C a r r i e r S a f e t y A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . I t i s 

o u r m i s s i o n t o r e d u c e c r a s h e s , i n j u r i e s , and 
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f a t a l i t i e s i n v o l v i n g t r u c k s and b u s e s . We a r e 

e s t a b l i s h e d as a s e p a r a t e a g e n c y i n J a n u a r y 

1 s t o f 2 0 0 0 . 

We were o r i g i n a l l y p a r t o f f e d e r a l 

h i g h w a y , and we were s e p a r a t e d t o o u r own mode 

i n 200 0. We have o v e r a b o u t a t h o u s a n d 

e m p l o y e e s , and we have an o f f i c e i n e a c h 

s t a t e , u s u a l l y l o c a t e d i n t h e c a p i t a l o f e a c h 

s t a t e . 

S ome o f t he key p r o g r a m s t h a t we have 

a t FMCSA, t h i s i s j u s t a few o f t h e m . We're 

t a l k i n g a b o u t c o m m e r c i a l d r i v e r s l i c e n s e , 

t h a t ' s one o f o u r p r o g r a m s a t FMCSA. We a l s o 

have r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e m o v i n g o f 

h o u s e h o l d goods and o v e r s i g h t o f t h a t 

i n d u s t r y . 

A k e y p r o g r a m t h a t we have i s c a l l e d 

t h e M o t o r C a r r i e r S a f e t y As s i s t a n c e P r o g r a m . 

I ' l l t a l k a b o u t t h a t i n a m i n u t e . T h a t ' s a 

g r a n t p r o g r a m t h a t we have i n e a c h s t a t e t o 

f u n d c o m m e r c i a l m o t o r v e h i c l e a c t i v i t i e s i n 

e a c h s t a t e . 

And a r e l a t i v e l y new p r o g r a m we have 

i s c a l l e d t h e New E n t r a n t S a f e t y P r o g r a m , and 

t h a t i n v o l v e s e v e r y c a r r i e r , once t h e y o b t a i n 
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a U.S. DOT number, and t h e y ' r e an i n t e r s t a t e 

c a r r i e r , t h e y ' r e r e q u i r e d t o go t h r o u g h a 

s a f e t y r e v i e w w i t h i n t h e f i r s t e i g h t e e n months 

o f o p e r a t i o n . And t h a t ' s a p r o g r a m t h a t was 

s t a r t e d a b o u t f o u r y e a r s a g o . 

The Mo t o r C a r r i e r Saf e t y As s i s t a n c e 

P r o g r a m i s a f e d e r a l g r a n t p r o g r a m t h a t 

p r o v i d e s s t a t e s w i t h f i n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e t o 

h i r e s t a f f and i m p l e m e n t s t r a t e g i e s t o e n f o r c e 

s a f e t y r e g u l a t i o n s . The p r o g r a m h e l p s 

e n c o u r a g e a s t a t e t o h i r e i n d i v i d u a l s , 

o f f i c e r s , and a l s o t o do c r a s h d a t a a n a l y s i s 

r e l e v a n t t o o u r g r a n t p r o g r a m . 

Here i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , o u r l e a d a g e n c y 

f o r t h e g r a n t p r o g r a m i s t h e s t a t e p o l i c e , and 

we have a s u b g r a n t e e as w e l l , t h a t ' s t h e 

P u b l i c U t i l i t i e s C o m m i s s i o n . And i n f i s c a l 

'09, we have a g r a n t o f o v e r s i x m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s t h a t i s g i v e n t o t h e s t a t e o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a t o i m p l e m e n t CMV p r o g r a m s , and i t 

h e l p s t h e u n i f o r m i t y o f o u r p r o g r a m s as w e l l , 

t h a t v e h i c l e s o p e r a t i n g i n o u r s t a t e a r e u n d e r 

t h e same r e g u l a t i o n s and c o m p l i a n c e as t h e y 

o p e r a t e i n o t h e r s t a t e s as w e l l . 

I'm g o i n g t o t a l k on CSA2010. I t ' s a 
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new p r o g r a m t h a t we're v e r y e x c i t e d a b o u t a t 

FMCSA. I t ' s g o i n g t o i n t r o d u c e a new 

e n f o r c e m e n t and c o m p l i a n c e model t h a t ' s g o i n g 

t o a l l o w FMCSA i n t e r s t a t e p a r t n e r s , l i k e t h e 

s t a t e p o l i c e and PUC, t o come i n c o n t a c t w i t h 

a l a r g e r number o f c a r r i e r s t h a n we have i n 

t h e p a s t . And t h a t was one o f t h e t h i n g s t h a t 

we f o u n d , i s we d o n ' t make as many c o n t a c t s 

w i t h t h e i ndus t r y as we want t o . 

So why do we want t o c h a n g e ? W e l l , 

t h i s g r a p h shows t h e r a t e o f f a t a l i t i e s o v e r 

t i m e p e r a h u n d r e d m i l l i o n m i l e s b e i n g 

t r a v e l l e d . The c h a r t i l l u s t r a t e s t h a t t h e 

i n t r o d u c t i on o f s ome o f o u r d i f f e r e n t p r o g r a m s 

has had a p o s i t i v e i m p a c t on s a f e t y . And t h e 

M o t o r C a r r i e r S a f e t y A s s i s t a n c e P r o g r a m , you 

can see b a c k i n 19 84 i t was i m p l e m e n t e d , and 

o t h e r p r o g r a m s as w e l l have shown a d e c r e a s e 

i n f a t a l i t i e s i n v o l v i n g c o m m e r c i a l m o t o r 

v e h i c l e s . 

B u t i f you l o o k a t t h e l a s t c o u p l e 

y e a r s on t h a t g r a p h , you c a n k i n d o f see where 

t h e numbers a r e somewhat o f a f l a t l i n e on 

f a t a l i t i e s g o i n g down. And t h a t ' s where we 

want t o make t h a t i m p r o v e m e n t as t o be a b l e t o 
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b r i n g f a t a l i t i e s down a c r o s s o u r c o u n t r y . 

And t h i s s l i d e k i n d o f r e p r e s e n t s t h e 

f a t a l i t i e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , and we're p r e t t y 

much i n l i n e w i t h t h e n a t i o n a l p e r s p e c t i v e 

when i t comes t o t h e f l a t l i n e i n f a t a l i t i e s . 

The l a s t t h r e e y e a r s , you c a n see we've 

a v e r a g e d a r o u n d a h u n d r e d n i n e t y - t h r e e 

f a t a l i t i e s i n v o l v i n g c o m m e r c i a l m o t o r 

v e h i c l e . 

So as t h e c o u n t r y has gone f r o m a 

f l a t l i n e p e r s p e c t i v e , so has P e n n s y l v a n i a f o r 

t h e l a s t c o u p l e y e a r s , a l t h o u g h I am v e r y 

h o p e f u l t h a t 20 09 i s g o i n g t o see a r e d u c t i o n 

i n t h a t . We've had a r e d u c t i o n on o v e r a l l 

f a t a l i t i e s on o u r h i g h w a y s , w h i c h i s o b v i o u s l y 

v e r y g r e a t t o s e e , and h o p e f u l l y w e ' l l be a b l e 

t o see t h o s e numbers i n o u r CMVs once t h e 

numbers a r e f i n a l i z e d . 

So why a r e we m a k i n g t h i s c h a n g e ? 

Wel l , one o f t h e t h i n g s we f o u n d i s we d o n ' t 

t o u c h enough o f t h e c a r r i e r s o u t t h e r e i n a 

g i v e n y e a r . We have o v e r s e v e n h u n d r e d 

t h o u s a n d i n t e r s t a t e c a r r i e r s , a b o u t t h i r t y 

t h o u s a n d h e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . And we o n l y 

t o u c h l e s s t h a n 2 p e r c e n t o f t h e a c t u a l 
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c a r r i e r s when we have an i n v e s t i g a t i o n o r a 

c o m p l i a n c e r e v i e w , as we t e r m i t , c o m p l e t e d . 

And f r o m a c o m p l i a n c e r e v i e w , a 

c a r r i e r ' s g i v e n a s a f e t y r a t i n g . And i t c a n 

be s a t i s f a c t o r y , c o n d i t i o n a l , o r 

u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . 

One o f t h e l i mi t a t i ons w i t h t h e 

s a f e t y r a t i n g i s a c a r r i e r c a n have a r e v i e w 

t e n y e a r s ago and t h e y c a n be r a t e d 

c o n d i t i o n a l , and i t ' s n o t r e a l l y i n d i c a t i v e o f 

t h e i r o p e r a t i o n t o d a y b e c a u s e t h a t r a t i n g was 

so l o n g a g o . T hey co u l d ma ke a l o t o f 

i m p r o v e m e n t s o v e r t i m e t o be a s a t i s f a c t o r y 

c o mpany. Or t h e y c o u l d have l e t t h i n g s s l i d e 

and c o u l d e v e n have a l e s s - t h a n - c o n d i t i o n a l 

r a t i n g . B u t we d o n ' t know b e c a u s e we h a v e n ' t 

b e e n b a c k t o t h a t company i n t e n y e a r s . 

And one o f t h e t h i n g s w i t h CSA201 0 i s 

t o have t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o go v i s i t more 

c a r r i e r s o v e r t i m e t h a n we a r e r i g h t now. 

The t h r e e c o m p o n e n t s o f CSA201 0, t h e 

f i r s t one i s t h e s a f e t y m e a s u r e m e n t s . I ' l l 

s p e n d most o f my t i m e t a l k i n g a b o u t how we're 

g o i n g t o i d e n t i f y o r m easure c a r r i e r s f r o m a 

s a f e t y p e r f o r m a n c e . The s e c o n d p a r t a r e t h e 
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i n t e r v e n t i ons o r t he d i f f e r e n t t y p e s o f 

c o n t a c t s t h a t we're g o i n g t o i m p l e m e n t . And 

t h e t h i r d one i s what I m e n t i o n e d b e f o r e , 

s a f e t y f i t n e s s d e t e r m i n a t i o n , where i t ' s -¬

ou r hope, down t h e r o a d , i s t o be a b l e t o u s e 

t h e d a t a t o d e t e r m i n e t h a t f i t n e s s r a t i n g f o r 

a c a r r i e r . 

T h e r e a r e s e v e n c a t e g o r i e s , o r b a s i c s 

t h a t we a r e c a l l i n g , t h a t a c a r r i e r i s g o i n g 

t o be e v a l u a t e d i n . T h e s e a r e t h e s e v e n 

d i f f e r e n t c a t e g o r i e s where we're g o i n g t o t a k e 

c r a s h and i n s p e c t i o n d a t a t h a t i s c o n d u c t e d 

e a c h d a y b y r o a d s i d e o f f i c e r s and l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t , we're g o i n g t o p u l l t h a t d a t a i n 

and s c o r e c a r r i e r s u n d e r t h e s e s e v e n 

c a t e g o r i e s . 

The f i r s t one i s c a l l e d u n s a f e 

d r i v i n g . And j u s t t o g i v e y o u e x a m p l e s o f 

some o f t h e s e d i f f e r e n t c a t e g o r i e s , u n s a f e 

d r i v i n g a r e y o u r s p e e d i n g v i o l a t i o n s , t h i n k o f 

m o v i n g v i o l a t i o n s , i m p r o p e r l a n e c h a n g e , 

a g g r e s s i v e d r i v i n g , v i o l a t i o n s t h a t w o u l d be 

d o c u m e n t e d b y an o f f i c e r . T h o s e a r e t h e 

e x a m p l e s o f v i o l a t i o n s i n t h a t f i r s t c a t e g o r y , 

u n s a f e d r i v i n g . 
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F a t i g u e d d r i v i n g i s t h o s e r e l a t e d t o 

h o u r s o f s e r v i c e where a d r i v e r i s c i t e d f o r a 

f a l s e r e c o r d o f d u t y s t a t u s o r b e i n g o v e r t h e 

l i m i t a t i o n s f o r t h e h o u r s o f s e r v i c e , f o r 

e x a m p l e . 

D r i v e r f i t n e s s i s t h e t h i r d 

c o m p o n e n t . And t h o s e a r e y o u r C D L - r e l a t e d 

v i o l a t i o n s and m e d i c a l r e q u i r e m e n t s , where a 

d r i v e r maybe i s n o t d r i v i n g w i t h t h e p r o p e r 

CDL o r e n d o r s e m e n t , o r t h e y ' r e b e i n g c i t e d f o r 

n o t h a v i n g a m e d i c a l c a r d o r n o t b e i n g 

p h y s i c a l l y q u a l i f i e d . T h o s e v i o l a t i o n s a r e 

c a p t u r e d and a c a r r i e r s c o r e d u n d e r d r i v e r 

f i t n e s s . 

The f o u r t h one, c o n t r o l l e d s u b s t a n c e 

and a l c o h o l , t h o s e a r e v i o l a t i o n s r e l a t e d t o a 

d r i v e r b e i n g i n p o s s e s s i o n o f a l c o h o l o r d r u g s 

d u r i n g a r o a d s i d e i n s p e c t i o n o r t h e y ' r e 

s t o p p e d and t h e y ' r e u n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e o f 

d r u g s o r a l c o h o l as w e l l . T h a t w o u l d s c o r e a 

c a r r i e r u n d e r c o n t r o l l e d s u b s t a n c e and 

a l c o h o l . 

The f i f t h one, v e h i c l e m a i n t e n a n c e , 

a r e y o u r m a i n t e n a n c e v i o l a t i o n s . A c a r r i e r 

has an i n s p e c t i o n . R o a d s i d e v i o l a t i o n s a r e 
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d o c u m e n t e d f o r b r a k e s b e i n g o u t o f s e r v i c e , 

maybe l i g h t s n o t w o r k i n g , p r o b l e m s w i t h t h e 

f r a m e o f t h e v e h i c l e . M a i n t e n a n c e - r e l a t e d 

v i o l a t i o n s a r e c a p t u r e d u n d e r number f i v e . 

C a r g o r e l a t e d w o u l d be t h o s e c a r g o 

s e c u r e m e n t o r any t y p e o f h a z a r d o u s m a t e r i a l 

v i o l a t i o n s a c a r r i e r m i g h t be c i t e d f o r . So 

i f t h e y d o n ' t have p r o p e r c a r g o s e c u r e m e n t , 

t h e y ' r e h a u l i ng c o i l s o f s t e e l down t h e r o a d 

and i t ' s n o t p r o p e r l y s e c u r e d , t h o s e t y p e o f 

v i o l a t i o n s a r e c a p t u r e d u n d e r number s i x . 

And t h e f i n a l one i s t h e c r a s h 

i n d i c a t o r o r c r a s h s c o r e , where we have 

t h o u s a n d s o f c r a s h e s b e i n g r e p o r t e d on a 

m o n t h l y b a s i s t o us f r o m a l l t h e d i f f e r e n t 

s t a t e s . And i t ' s c a p t u r e d u n d e r a c a r r i e r ' s 

DOT n u m b e r . And f o r number s e v e n , t h e c r a s h 

i n d i c a t o r , t hey wo u l d ge t a c r a s h sc o r e ba s e d 

on how many c r a s h e s t h e y ' v e had i n t h e l a s t 

two ye a r s . 

F o r t h e s e s e v e n c a t e g o r i e s , t h e d a t a 

t h a t we a r e u s i n g goes b a c k t w e n t y - f o u r 

months . So when we r u n t h e numbers f o r 

CSA201 0, i f we r a n i t t h i s month, we w o u l d go 

b a c k t w e n t y - f o u r months, and t h i s j u s t g i v e s 
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you an e x a m p l e how much d a t a we a r e p u l l i n g 

i n t o s c o r e c a r r i e r s und e r t h e se s e v en 

c a t e g o r i e s . 

N a t i o n w i d e , we have o v e r s i x m i l l i o n 

i n s p e c t i o n s b e i n g c o m p l e t e d o f w h i c h o v e r a 

h u n d r e d s e v e n t y - s i x t h o u s a n d a r e b e i n g 

c o m p l e t e d by P e n n s y l v a n i a o f f i c e r s . 

We have two h u n d r e d n i n e t y t h o u s a n d 

c r a s h e s b e i n g r e p o r t e d d u r i n g t h a t t w e n t y - f o u r 

month t i m e p e r i o d o f w h i c h o v e r t e n t h o u s a n d 

a r e h e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

And we have a b o u t s i x h u n d r e d n i n e t y -

s e v e n h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d c a r r i e r s o u t t h e r e , and 

as I i n d i c a t e d , a r o u n d t h i r t y , t h i r t y - o n e 

t h o u s a n d c a r r i e r s b a s e d h e r e i n P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

One o f t h e d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h o u r 

p r o g r a m w i t h CSA2010 i s we're g o i n g t o u s e a l l 

v i o l a t i o n s f r o m a r o a d s i de i n s p e c t i o n . 

C u r r e n t l y , when we m o n i t o r a c a r r i e r ' s 

p e r f o r m a n c e , we a r e o n l y u s i n g o u t - o f - s e r v i c e 

v i o l a t i o n s , t h o s e t h a t deem t h e v e h i c l e o r 

d r i v e r b e i n g p l a c e d o u t o f s e r v i c e . B u t what 

we a r e t r y i n g t o do a t FMCSA i s r a i s e t h e b a r 

i n t h e s e n s e t h a t any v i o l a t i o ns t h a t a r e 

f o u n d d u r i n g a r o a d s i d e i n s p e c t i o n a r e g o i n g 

50 



t o c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e s c o r i n g o f a c a r r i e r 

u n d e r CSA201 0. 

Two o t h e r a s p e c t s t h a t we're g o i n g t o 

use u n d e r o u r m e a s u r e m e n t s i s t h e t i m e 

w e i g h t e d and s e v e r i t y w e i g h t i n g . 

I n t i m e w e i g h t e d , we want t o p u t more 

e m p h a s i s on t h e c u r r e n t d a t a t h a t we h a v e . I 

t a l k e d a b o u t g o i n g b a c k t w e n t y - f o u r months t o 

l o o k a t t h e d a t a , b u t we p u t more w e i g h t and 

e m p h a s i s on t h e d a t a t h a t we p u l l i n w i t h i n 

t h e f i r s t s i x m o n t h s . So i f t h e c a r r i e r had a 

c r a s h o r i n s p e c t i o n w i t h i n t h e l a s t s i x 

m o n t h s , t h a t ' s g o i n g t o have a g r e a t e r i m p a c t 

on t h e i r s c o r i n g u n d e r t h i s p r o g r a m t h a n an 

i n s p e c t i o n o r c r a s h t h a t h a p p e n e d t w e n t y 

months a g o . We want t o p u t more w e i g h t , more 

e m p h a s i s on t h e c u r r e n t d a t a t h a t we have 

a v a i l a b l e , and as i t g e t s o l d e r , i t has l e s s 

o f an i m p a c t on t h e c a r r i e r ' s s c o r i n g . 

And s e v e r i t y w e i g h t i n g i s t h e same 

way, and i n t h e s e n s e t h a t t h o s e s e r i o u s 

v i o l a t i o n s a r e g o i n g t o have a g r e a t e r 

i m p a c t . I ' l l show you a c o u p l e e x a m p l e s , b u t 

b a s i c a l l y we're l o o k i n g a t o u t - o f - s e r v i c e 

v i o l a t i ons w o u l d have a g r e a t e r i mpact on 
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t h e i r s c o r i n g t h a n some o f o u r n o n - o u t - o f -

s e r v i c e v i o l a t i ons . 

T h e r e a r e s e v e n d i f f e r e n t a r e a s t h a t 

we a r e s c o r i n g a c a r r i e r , and I j u s t want t o 

show you two t o k i n d o f g i v e you a s e n s e o f 

t h e d a t a t h a t we a r e p u l l i n g i n . 

The u n s a f e d r i v i n g m e a s u r e , t h i s i s 

t h e o p e r a t i o n o f a m o t o r v e h i c l e i n a 

d a n g e r o u s o r c a r e l e s s manner by a d r i v e r and 

c a r r i e r . And some o f t h e e x a m p l e s o f t h o s e 

v i o l a t i o n s t h a t w o u l d be s c o r e d u n d e r t h i s 

c a t e g o r y w o u l d be s p e e d i n g , r e c k l e s s d r i v i n g , 

i m p r o p e r l a n e c h a n g e , f a i l i n g t o use a s e a t 

b e l t . 

And t h e n t h e t i m e w e i g h t e d , as you 

c a n see f r o m t h e s l i d e , i s w e i g h t e d f r o m a 

t h r e e , t w o , and one s t a n d p o i n t . So an 

i n s p e c t i o n t h a t h a p p e n e d w i t h i n t h e f i r s t 

t h r e e months o r s i x months i s g i v e n t h r e e 

p o i n t s and so on f r o m t h e r e . 

U n d e r t h e e x a m p l e s , you c a n see 

t h e r e ' s a number n e x t t o t h a t s c o r e , t h e 

s p e e d i n g and r e c k l e s s d r i v i n g , i t ' s a f i v e and 

a t e n . W e l l , a l l v i o l a t i o n s u n d e r t h i s f a c t o r 

a r e s c o r e d f r o m a one t o t e n , so s p e e d i n g i s 
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g i v e n a s c o r e o f f i v e where a r e c k l e s s d r i v i n g 

i s more l i k e l y t o c a u s e o r c o n t r i b u t e t o a 

c r a s h , so t h a t ' s g i v e n a s c o r e o f t e n . S e a t 

b e l t s , w h i l e s t i l l v e r y i m p o r t a n t , d o e s n ' t 

n e c e s s a r i l y c a u s e o r c o n t r i b u t e t o a c r a s h , 

and i t ' s g i v e n a s c o r e o f o n e , u n d e r t h i s 

p a r t i c u l a r f a c t o r . 

The o t h e r e x a m p l e i s u n d e r v e h i c l e 

mai n t e n a n c e , i n a d e q u a t e o r i m p r o p e r 

m a i n t e n a n c e p r o c e d u r e s by a c a r r i e r , and some 

o f t h e e x a m p l e s a r e i n s u f f i c i e n t b r a k e l i n i n g , 

a h o r n n o t w o r k i n g , i m p r o p e r r e a r end 

p r o t e c t i o n , and i m p r o p e r t i r e d e p t h on t h a t 

v e h i c l e . T h o s e a r e t h e p o i n t s t h a t a r e g i v e n , 

a n ywhere f r o m a one t o t e n s c o r e i s t h e 

s e v e r i t y w e i g h t . 

A n d , a g a i n , t h e t i m e - w e i g h t e d a s p e c t 

i s l o o k e d a t as w e l l . And t h a t ' s an i m p o r t a n t 

p o i n t f r o m t h e i n d u s t r y s t a n d p o i n t , t h a t , 

w e l l , i f t h i s i n s p e c t i o n o r t h i s c r a s h i s on 

my r e c o r d f o r t h e n e x t two y e a r s , I c a n ' t do 

a n y t h i n g a b o u t i t . I n t r u t h , t h a t i s on t h e i r 

r e c o r d u n d e r t h i s s c o r i n g , b u t as t h a t d a t a 

g e t s o l d e r , i t has l e s s o f an i m p a c t on t h e i r 

s c o r i n g . 
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The s e c o n d p a r t o f CSA2010 i s t h e new 

i n t e r v e n t i o n s . And I ' v e h i g h l i g h t e d i n b l u e 

t h e more t y p i c a l i n t e r v e n t i o n t o o l s we use 

h e r e t o d a y . The o n - s i t e i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e i s what we use h e r e i n o u r 

p r o g r a m t o d a y . And by c o m p r e h e n s i v e , what I 

mean on t h a t i s , we have a c a r r i e r who's been 

i d e n t i f i e d as h a v i n g m a i n t e n a n c e p r o b l e m s , we 

do a f u l l r e v i e w on t h a t c a r r i e r , where we 

l o o k a t d r u g and a l c o h o l , CDL c o m p l i a n c e , 

h o u r s o f s e r v i c e a l o n g w i t h t h a t m a i n t e n a n c e . 

And what we want t o do i s move t o t h e 

o n - s i t e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s and o f f - s i t e 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s t h a t a r e h i g h l i g h t e d t h e r e . 

The o n - s i t e i n v e s t i g a t i o n f o c u s w i l l a l l o w us 

t o go i n t o t h a t same company t h a t was 

i d e n t i f i e d as o n l y h a v i n g m a i n t e n a n c e i s s u e s 

and j u s t l o o k a t t h a t one p r o b l e m . We want t o 

g e t away f r o m l o o k i n g a t e v e r y t h i n g a t t h a t 

c a r r i e r t h a t t h e d a t a i s n o t t e l l i n g us t h a t 

t h e y ' r e h a v i n g a p r o b l e m i n h o u r s o f s e r v i c e . 

L e t ' s open up o u r t i m e f o r t h e c a r r i e r and 

a l s o f o r o u r i n v e s t i g a t o r t o j u s t l o o k a t 

where t h e p r o b l e m i s . And t h a t ' s where o u r 

f o c u s e d o n - s i t e i n v e s t i g a t i o n w o u l d come i n t o 
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p l a y t h e r e . 

The o f f - s i t e i n v e s t i g a t i o n w o u l d be 

an e x a m p l e where t h e c a r r i e r w o u l d p r o v i d e us 

d o c u m e n t a t i o n and we w o u l d do t h a t r e v i e w b a c k 

a t o u r o f f i c e . And an e x a m p l e o f t h a t w o u l d 

be a c a r r i e r , l e t ' s s a y t h e y have a h i g h c r a s h 

r a t e . We w o u l d a s k them t o p r o v i d e us w i t h 

t h e d o c u m e n t a t i o n r e l a t e d t o t h o s e c r a s h e s , 

and we c a n do o u r a s s e s s m e n t o f f s i t e . And i t 

h e l p s t h e c a r r i e r and a l s o o u r s t a f f as w e l l , 

where we d o n ' t have t o s e n d somebody o u t t o 

t h e c a r r i e r t o l o o k a t t h a t one p a r t f o r a 

c o u p l e o f h o u r s o r a d a y . And i t a l s o f r e e s 

up t h e c a r r i e r ' s t i m e as w e l l by p r o v i d i n g 

t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n and l e t t i n g us do o u r work 

f r o m an o f f - s i t e p e r s p e c t i v e . 

So t h o se a r e so me o f t h e new 

i n t e r v e n t i o n t o o l s t h a t we're l o o k i n g t o 

u t i l i z e u n d e r CSA2 010 . 

These a r e t h e t e s t s t a t e s r i g h t now 

t h a t a r e i n v o l v e d i n t h e CSA20 1 0 . I t ' s been 

g o i n g on f o r a b o u t t h r e e y e a r s now, o u r p i l o t 

p r o g r a m . And h e r e i n t h e n o r t h e a s t , we have 

s t a t e s l i k e New J e r s e y , D e l a w a r e , and M a r y l a n d 

t h a t a r e i n v o l v e d i n CSA201 0. 
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The l a s t p a r t o f o u r d i s c u s s i o n i s 

t h e s a f e t y f i t n e s s r a t i n g . And t h i s i s a 

p r o p o s a l t h a t we're l o o k i n g t o i m p l e m e n t . And 

we want t o g e t away f r o m what we t e r m o u r 

" s e a l o f a p p r o v a l " f o r o u r r a t i n g s . R i g h t now 

a c a r r i e r g e t s a r a t i n g , as I i n d i c a t e d , and 

i t s t a y s on t h e i r r e c o r d f o r t e n , t w e n t y 

y e a r s , u n t i l a new r a t i n g i s g e n e r a t e d . 

And what we a r e d o i n g i s p r o p o s i n g a 

s a f e t y f i t n e s s d e t e r m i n a t i o n , where b a s e d on 

t h e d a t a a l o n e on a m o n t h l y b a s i s , t h e c a r r i e r 

w o u l d be c l a s s i f i e d as e i t h e r u n f i t , m a r g i n a l , 

o r c o n t i n u e t o o p e r a t e . And t h i s w o u l d be 

c h a n g i n g on a m o n t h l y b a s i s b e c a u s e we w o u l d 

be r u n n i n g o u r d a t a once a m o n t h , and a 

c a r r i e r w o u l d be d e t e r m i n e d t o be u n f i t , 

m a r g i n a l , o r c o n t i n u e t o o p e r a t e b a s e d upon 

t h e i r s a f e t y p e r f o r m a n c e . 

So i t r e a l l y p u t s t h e c a r r i e r i n 

c o n t r o l o f t h e i r s a f e t y f i t n e s s d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 

b a s e d on t h e i r c r a s h e s and b a s e d on t h e i r 

r o a d s i d e a c t i v i t y . 

The d a t a i t s e l f we're g o i n g t o make 

a v a i l a b l e t o t h e i n d u s t r y l a t e r t h i s summer. 

I t ' s g o i n g t o be an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r them t o 
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l o g on w i t h a p i n n u m b e r . They c a n a c c e s s 

t h e i r own i n f o r m a t i o n ; no one e l s e w o u l d have 

a c c e s s t o i t . And t h e y c a n s t a r t t o l o o k a t 

t h e d a t a and see how t h e y a r e s c o r i n g , and i t 

w i l l p r o v i d e them w i t h t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o see 

what t y p e o f c h a n g e s o r p r o g r a m i m p r o v e m e n t s 

n e e d t o be made by t h e c a r r i e r f o r when we do 

r o l l o u t t h e p r o g r a m l a t e r t h i s y e a r . 

And k i n d o f a s u b s e t o f CSA2010 i s a 

p r o g r a m c a l l e d p r e e m p l o y m e n t s c r e e n i n g 

p r o g r a m . And t h a t i s g o i n g t o be a new 

o p p o r t u n i t y f o r t h e c a r r i e r s t o be a b l e t o 

have a c c e s s t o o u r c r a s h and i n s p e c t i o n d a t a . 

And what w i l l h appen i s , as a c a r r i e r g o e s t o 

h i r e a d r i v e r , t h e d r i v e r w i l l s i g n a r e l e a s e 

f o r m , and a t t h a t p o i n t , t h e c a r r i e r ' s g o i n g 

t o be a b l e t o c o n t a c t FMCSA t h r o u g h a t h i r d -

p a r t y v e n d o r , and t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o g e t a c c e s s 

t o a l l t h e i n s p e c t i o n s and c r a s h e s r e l a t e d t o 

t h a t d r i v e r . 

So t h a t ' s g o i n g t o be i n f o r m a t i o n 

a v a i l a b l e t o t h e c a r r i e r t o h e l p them make a 

more i n f o r m e d d e c i s i o n o f when t h e y go t o h i r e 

a d r i v e r . I t i s n o t a m a n d a t o r y p r o g r a m ; i t 

i s o p t i o n a l . B u t i t ' s g o i n g t o be a p r o g r a m 
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t h a t we e x p e c t t h e c a r r i e r s t o jump on v e r y 

q u i c k l y , b a s e d on t h e b e n e f i t s t h a t i t w i l l 

p r o v i d e t o t h e m . 

When we t a l k t o c a r r i e r s , one o f t h e 

b i g t h i n g s t h a t we t r y and s t r e s s i s e d u c a t i n g 

t h e i r d r i v e r s a b o u t t h i s . A d r i v e r ' s g o i n g t o 

be on t h e f r o n t l i n e , b a s e d on t h e r o a d s i d e 

i n s p e c t i o n and t h e c r a s h e s , so i t ' s i m p o r t a n t 

t h a t d r i v e r s have an u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h i s 

p r o g r a m as w e l l . 

I n o u r o f f i c e , we have been d o i n g a 

l o t o f e d u c a t i o n p r e s e n t a t i o n s and s e m i n a r s t o 

t h e i n d u s t r y t o g e t t h i s word o u t . We have 

w e b s i t e s a v a i l a b l e . I , m y s e l f , have been 

t a l k i n g on t h i s p r o g r a m t o t h e i n d u s t r y , t o 

make them a w a r e , t o g e t them up t o s p e e d so 

t h e y ' r e r e a d y t o go once we do f u l l y i m p l e m e n t 

CSA201 0. 

So t h o s e a r e t h e t h r e e a s p e c t s o f t h e 

CSA201 0. We have o u r s a f e t y m e a s u r e m e n t , o u r 

new i n t e r v e n t i o n p r o c e s s . And we're r e a l l y 

h o p i n g w i t h a g r e a t e r number o f i n t e r v e n t i o n s , 

i t ' s g o i n g t o r e s u l t i n t h e a g e n c y r e a c h i n g 

more c a r r i e r s , and i t ' s g o i n g t o l e a d t o 

i n c r e a s e d s a f e t y w h i l e d e c r e a s i n g t h e amount 
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o f d i s r u p t i o n t o o u r c a r r i e r s who a r e 

i n v e s t i g a t e d . 

T h i s p r o g r a m i s a l s o g o o d f o r 

c a r r i e r s . T hese c o m p l i a n c e a r e g o i n g t o h e l p 

t o e s t a b l i s h a more e q u a l p l a y i n g f i e l d f o r 

t h e i n d u s t r y once we r o l l o u t t h e p r o g r a m 

l a t e r t h i s y e a r . 

A t t h i s p o i n t , I ' d be h a ppy t o t a k e 

any q u e s t i o n s you may h a v e . 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

M i k e C a r r o l l . 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: Thank you 

v e r y much. 

Thanks f o r y o u r t e s t i m o n y . 

E x a c t l y how d oes t h i s a f f e c t t h e 

c a r r i e r s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a ? What's t h e p e n a l t y 

h e r e f o r n e w l y d i s c o v e r e d v i o l a t i o n s ? 

MR. COTTER: The p r o g r a m i s g o i n g t o 

be a m o n i t o r i n g p r o g r a m f o r u s , f o r e v e r y 

c a r r i e r t h a t has a U.S. DOT n u m b e r . Once t h e y 

have t h e i r i n s p e c t i o n s and c r a s h e s , t h a t 

i n f o r m a t i o n i s u p l o a d e d . So we're g o i n g t o be 

a b l e t o m o n i t o r a c a r r i e r ' s p e r f o r m a n c e o v e r a 

p e r i o d o f t i m e , two y e a r s u n d e r CSA2010. 

59 



So i t ' s n o t r e a l l y so much o f a 

p e n a l t y , b u t i t ' s an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r us t o 

b e t t e r a s s e s s a c a r r i e r a t an e a r l i e r p o i n t . 

R i g h t now, we k i n d o f w a i t u n t i l t h e y have 

s e r i o u s p r o b l e m s . U n d e r CSA20 1 0 , what we want 

t o be a b l e t o do i s , once t h o s e p r o b l e m s s t a r t 

t o be f i l t e r e d u p , t h e y ' r e a t a p o i n t where we 

want a d d r e s s t h e m , we c a n t a c k l e them a l o t 

e a r l i e r and a l o t s o o n e r . 

So i n s t e a d o f w a i t i n g f o r a c a r r i e r 

t o have m a i n t e n a n c e and h o u r s - o f - s e r v i c e and 

d r i v e r p r o b l e m s , i f m a i n t e n a n c e i s t h e i r o n l y 

p r o b l e m , l e t ' s g e t t o i t r i g h t t h e n and t h e r e 

and a d d r e s s and work w i t h t h a t c a r r i e r t o make 

t h o s e s a f e t y i m p r o v e m e n t s . 

REPRESENTATI VE CARROLL: E x a c t l y how 

do you do t h a t ? 

MR. COTTER: We have i n v e s t i g a t o r s i n 

my o f f i c e and a l s o w i t h t h e PUC where w e ' l l 

s e n d them o u t t o t h e c a r r i e r and work w i t h 

them and l o o k a t t h e i r p r o g r a m s and see what 

t y p e o f p o l i c y o r p r o g r a m c h a n g e s n e e d t o be 

made a t t h e i r o p e r a t i o n . And i t ' s b a s e d on 

our e x p e r i e n c e , what o u r o f f i c e r s and t h e i r 

e x p e r i e n c e w i t h o t h e r c a r r i e r s , t h a t t h e y c a n 
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h e l p i m p l e m e n t new p r o g r a m s t o t h o s e c a r r i e r s 

t h a t n e e d a s s i s t a n c e t h e r e . 

REPRESENTATI VE CARROLL: Seems l i k e 

y o u ' r e g o i n g t o r e a l l y be b u s y . I mean, t h e 

s t a t i s t i c s t h a t I ' v e l e a r n e d -- I was a t a 

r e c e n t m e e t i n g w i t h t h e g r o u p t h a t -- i n v o l v e d 

w i t h I -8 1 c o r r i d o r i n n o r t h e a s t e r n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , and t h e i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t e d t o 

t r u c k i n s p e c t i o n s i n d i c a t e d an a s t o u n d i n g l y 

h i g h number o f t r u c k s were p u t o u t o f s e r v i c e 

when t h e y d i d t h e s e i n s p e c t i o n s . And i t j u s t 

seems t o me t h a t y o u ' r e g o i n g t o i n h e r i t a l l 

s o r t s o f work h e r e w i t h r e s p e c t t o 

i n s p e c t i o n s , I g u e s s , i n a d v a n c e o f them 

a c t u a l l y g o i n g o u t t o t h e r o a d . 

Do you have t h a t k i n d o f s t a f f t o be 

a b l e do s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h i s ? 

MR. COTTER: W e l l , I t h i n k we have 

t h e r e s o u r c e s . I t h i n k what i s b e i n g c r e a t e d 

h e r e a r e more o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r how we're 

g o i n g t o h a n d l e t h o s e c a r r i e r s t h a t have been 

i d e n t i f i e d . I mean, some o f t h e o t h e r 

e x a m p l e s t h a t we w o u l d have as t o o l s w o u l d be 

s e n d i n g o u t w a r n i n g l e t t e r s t o t h o s e c a r r i e r s , 

i n c r e a s i n g t h o s e c a r r i e r s t h a t have been 
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i d e n t i f i e d as h a v i n g p r o b l e m s w i t h more 

r o a d s i d e i n s p e c t i o n , b u t a l s o f o r s e n d i n g 

o f f i c e r s o u t t o do r e v i e w s , i n s t e a d o f 

s p e n d i n g a w h o l e week a t a c a r r i e r where t h e y 

have l o o k a t e v e r y t h i n g , t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o be 

a b l e t o maybe do two o r t h r e e r e v i e w s i n a 

week and l o o k a t t h o s e c a r r i e r s , b e c a u s e 

t h e y ' r e g o i n g t o f o c u s i n on where t h e p r o b l e m 

i s . 

So I t h i n k we have t h e r e s o u r c e s , 

j u s t b e t t e r l o o k i n g a t t h e p r o b l e m s and u s i n g 

o u r t i m e more e f f i c i e n t l y u n d e r t h i s new 

p r o g r a m . 

REPRESENTATI VE CARROLL: J u s t one 

l a s t q u e s t i o n s , M r . C h a i r , i f I may. 

The d r i v e r f i t n e s s c o mponent t h a t you 

t o u c h e d on e a r l i e r , w i l l t h a t c h a n g e t h e 

a b i l i t y f o r P e n n s y l v a n i a CDL d r i v e r s -- I 

mean, f o r e x a m p l e , as I u n d e r s t a n d i t , c e r t a i n 

m e d i c a l c o n d i t i o n s now w a r r a n t t h e i s s u a n c e o f 

a CDL and o t h e r s p r e v e n t t h e i s s u a n c e s . 

Do t h e s e new d r i v e r f i t n e s s 

r e q u i r e m e n t s c h a n g e o u r e x i s t i n g m e d i c a l 

r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r a CDL? 

MR. COTTER: I t does n o t c h a n g e 
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a n y t h i n g . What i t does i s a l l o w s us t o b e t t e r 

c a p t u r e a l l t h o s e v i o l a t i o n s u n d e r a s i n g l e 

c a t e g o r y . S o we're n o t l o o k i n g t o c h a n g e t h e 

p h y s i c a l r e q u i r e m e n t s o r s t a n d a r d s t h a t a r e 

o u t t h e r e . I t ' s j u s t b e i n g a b l e t o i d e n t i f y 

t h o s e d r i v e r s and c a r r i e r s t h a t have been 

c i t e d f o r t h o s e v i o l a t i o n s and more d i r e c t l y 

l o o k a t t h o s e p r o b l e m s . 

So we're n o t l o o k i n g t o c h a n g e any o f 

t h e r e g u l a t o r y p h y s i c a l r e q u i r e m e n t s . 

REPRESENTATI VE CARROLL: I'm n o t s u r e 

how y o u ' d q u a l i f y a v i o l a t i o n as a m e d i c a l 

c o n d i t i o n -- I d o n ' t -- y o u ' r e n o t e q u a t i n g a 

m e d i c a l c o n d i t i o n w i t h a v i o l a t i o n , a r e y o u ? 

MR. COTTER: W e l l , t h e r e c a n be 

d r i v e r s t h a t maybe t h e y d o n ' t have a m e d i c a l 

r o a d s i d e , and t h a t w o u l d be s o m e t h i n g t h a t we 

m i g h t want t o l o o k a t a l i t t l e b i t c l o s e r 

a f t e r t h e f a c t . I f a d r i v e r d o e s n ' t have a 

m e d i c a l c a r d o r he's been c i t e d t h r e e o r f o u r 

t i m e s d u r i n g d i f f e r e n t r o a d s i d e i n s p e c t i o n s , 

t h a t w o u l d be s o m e t h i n g we w o u l d want t o l o o k 

a t a l i t t l e b i t more c l o s e l y t o see why d oes 

t h a t d r i v e r n o t have a p h y s i c a l . I s t h e r e 

some t y p e o f p h y s i c a l l i m i t a t i o n o u t t h e r e o r 
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has t h e d r i v e r j u s t b e e n h a v i n g a d i s r e g a r d 

f o r t h a t r u l e i n p a r t i c u l a r ? 

REPRESENTATIVE CARROLL: Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

J o h n S i p t r o t h . 

REPRESENTATI VE SIPTROTH: Thank y o u . 

J u s t a l i t t l e f o l l o w - u p w i t h 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a r r o l l . I s t h e r e any a m n e s t y 

p r o g r a m a f f o r d e d t o t h e d r i v e r s i n t h i s 

p r o g r a m ? I n o t h e r w o r d s , i f t h e y b l o w a 

w h i s t l e on a c a r r i e r f o r r e p e a t e d v i o l a t i o n s , 

t h a t t h e y ' r e f o r c e d t o d r i v e a t r u c k o r a bus 

o r w h a t e v e r , i s t h e r e any a m n e s t y o f f e r e d t o 

t h o s e p a r t i c u l a r d r i v e r s ? 

MR. COTTER: We t a k e i t v e r y s e r i o u s 

when a d r i v e r comes i n w i t h any t y p e o f 

c o m p l a i n t i n v o l v i n g a c a r r i e r . And as we do 

t o d a y and w i l l down t h e r o a d , we d o n ' t 

a c k n o w l e d g e t o t h e c a r r i e r t h a t we g o t a 

c o m p l a i n t f r o m a c e r t a i n i n d i v i d u a l ; we n e v e r 

i d e n t i f y t h a t i n d i v i d u a l . 

Some o f t h e more s e r i o u s c o m p l a i n t s 

t h a t we have f o u n d on a c a r r i e r have come f r o m 

d r i v e r s , so t h a t ' s a v e r y i m p o r t a n t k i n d o f 
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r e s o u r c e t h a t we see o u t t h e r e . So we n e v e r 

go b a c k t o t h e d r i v e r o r h o l d t h e d r i v e r 

a c c o u n t a b l e f o r v i o l a t i o n s u n d e r t h e w h i s t l e r -

b l o w e r r e q u i r e m e n t s , i f t h e y have i d e n t i f i e d 

any p r o b l e m s o u t t h e r e . 

So we -- we l o o k f o r d r i v e r s t o 

n o t i f y us o f t h o s e v i o l a t i o n s , h owever we 

n e v e r t e l l t h e c a r r i e r o r a c k n o w l e d g e t o 

a n y b o d y e l s e where t h o s e v i o l a t i o n s were -¬

came f r o m o r how we were n o t i f i e d . 

REPRESENTATI VE SIPTROTH: O k a y . I 

mean, t h e r e a r e t r a c k i n g d e v i c e s t h a t -- you 

know, s c e n a r i o s t h a t w o u l d l e a d b a c k t o a 

p a r t i c u l a r d r i v e r o f a p a r t i c u l a r r i g and t h a t 

t y p e o f t h i n g , i f t h e y ' r e b e i n g c i t e d o r 

i n s p e c t e d more f r e q u e n t l y t h a n t h e a v e r a g e 

v e h i c l e i n t h e f l e e t . T h a t ' s my o n l y c o n c e r n , 

t h a t t h e y c o u l d be t r a c k e d b a c k t o t h a t 

p a r t i c u l a r w h i s t l e r b l o w e r . 

MR. COTTER: I know when we have o u r 

i n v e s t i g a t o r s go i n , i t ' s a s t a n d a r d 

e x p e c t a t i o n n o t t o r e v e a l where t h e c o m p l a i n t 

came f r o m . And when we l o o k a t a c a r r i e r ' s 

o p e r a t i o n , we d o n ' t go and j u s t l o o k a t t h a t 

one v e h i c l e , one d r i v e r . We u s u a l l y t a k e a 
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s a m p l i n g o f d r i v e r s t h a t a c a r r i e r i s 

u t i l i z i n g , w h e t h e r d r i v e r s o r v e h i c l e s , so I 

t h i n k , t h r o u g h t h a t p r o c e s s , w e ' r e a b l e t o 

k i n d o f mask where we a r e l o o k i n g a t o r where 

t h e p r o b l em e v e n o r i g i n a t e d f r o m , t o h e l p k i n d 

o f p r e v e n t t h e c o m p l a i n t b e i n g i n d i c a t e d o r 

who was i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e o r i g i n a l c o m p l a i n t 

t h e r e . 

REPRESENTATI VE SIPTROTH: O k a y . 

Thank y o u . 

Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay. Y o u ' r e 

w e l come. 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Ted H a r h a i . 

REPRESENTATI VE HARHAI : Thank y o u , 

M r . C h a i r m a n . 

Thank y o u , M r . C o t t e r , f o r y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y . 

F e e d i n g o f f o f R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

S i p t r o t h , you m i g h t g e t a d i s g r u n t l e d d r i v e r , 

as you w e l l know, and t u r n somebody i n f o r 

s o m e t h i n g t h a t i s n ' t -- i s n ' t b a d o r v e r y 

m a r g i n a l . T h a t ' s n o t my q u e s t i o n , b u t I 'm 

s u r e t h a t ' s what you have t o d e a l w i t h on a 

d a i l y b a s i s . I 'm a n g r y w i t h my c a r r i e r so 
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I t e l l them t h a t t h e b r a k i n g i s b a d ; l e t them 

f i g u r e o u t . J u s t t h e f a c t t h a t t h e y ' r e 

g e t t i n g i n s p e c t e d and u p s e t t i n g t h e a p p l e 

c a r t , so t o s p e a k , makes them h a p p y . 

My q u e s t i o n i s , do you u t i l i z e t h e 

b l a c k b o x a t a l l ? And a r e you f a m i l i a r 

w i t h -- I have l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t ' s b e e n p e n d i n g 

and l a n g u i s h i n g f o r a b o u t f i v e y e a r s . And i t 

j u s t came t o l i g h t a g a i n w i t h t h i s T o y o t a 

i s s u e a b o u t t h e s t i c k i n g gas p e d a l . 

Do you have a n y t h i n g t h a t i s 

s i mi l a r ? A l t h o u g h you were v e r y 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e , and I t h i n k i t seems t o be a 

good p r o g r a m , do you u t i l i z e s o m e t h i n g where 

you w o u l d f i n d o u t by t h e a c c i d e n t t h e y 

i g n o r e d t h e m , and a r e t h e y a l w a y s -- o b v i o u s l y 

t h e y ' r e n o t a l w a y s t r u c k i n g i s s u e s -- o r n o t 

i s s u e s , b u t d e f a u l t . Do you have a n y t h i n g o f 

t h a t s o r t on t h e t r a c t o r t h a t w o u l d i n d i c a t e 

b r a k i n g , a i r b a g d e p l o y m e n t , d i s t a n c e i n 

b r a k i n g , t h i n g s o f t h a t n a t u r e ? 

MR. COTTER: C u r r e n t l y , we d o n ' t u s e 

t h a t i n t h e f i e l d o r i n t h e d i v i s i o n s r i g h t 

now, b u t I c a n l o o k i n t o s e e how o u r a g e n c y 

i s g o i n g t o be c o n s i d e r i n g l o o k i n g a t t h o s e 
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o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 

REPRESENTATI VE HARHAI : I'm j u s t 

c u r i o u s , b e c a u s e , as I s a i d , t h e r e ' s l a n g u a g e , 

b e c a u s e t h e i n s u r a n c e i n d u s t r y has f o u g h t v e r y 

h a r d and l o n g t o s t o p t h a t f r o m b e i n g a p a r t 

o f i t o r a l l o w i n g t h e m s e l v e s t o a c c e s s t h e 

i n f o r m a t i on b u t n o t t h e a c t u a l c ompany, o r i n 

t h e c a s e t h a t I w o u l d be d o i n g w i t h an 

i n d i v i d u a l c o n s t i t u e n t , t h e y c a n ' t g e t a h o l d 

o f t h e i r own i n f o r m a t i o n and t h e y p a i d f o r a 

v e h i c l e . Sounds p r e t t y b a d . 

I'm j u s t c u r i o u s i f you u t i l i z e t h a t 

o r j u s t t h a t t y p e o f s y s t e m i n a d d i t i o n t o 

what you a l r e a d y h a v e , w h i c h I s a i d , and a g r e e 

w i t h , i s v e r y c o m p r e h e n s i v e . 

MR. COTTER: Not i n t o d a y ' s 

e n v i r o n m e n t , b u t I c a n s e e where o u r a g e n c y i s 

l o o k i n g t o go on t h a t , i f t h a t w o u l d h e l p . 

REPRESENTATI VE HARHAI : Thank y o u . 

Thank y o u , M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: O k a y . I had a 

c o u p l e o f q u e s t i o n s , M r . C o t t e r . 

One -- you had m e n t i o n e d t h a t t h e r e 

a r e r o u g h l y t h i r t y t h o u s a n d c a r r i e r s i n 

P e n n s y l v a n i a ? 
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MR. COTTER: C o r r e c t , i n t e r s t a t e 

c a r r i e r s , y e s . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Okay. I n t e r s t a t e 

c a r r i e r s . And s c h o o l b u s e s w o u l d n o t be p a r t 

o f t h a t . 

MR. COTTER: F o r t h e most p a r t , n o . 

I mean, o c c a s i o n a l l y , you m i g h t have a s c h o o l 

bus o p e r a t i o n t h a t w o u l d go a c r o s s s t a t e l i n e s 

on a " f o r h i r e , " b u t t h a t ' s a v e r y l i m i t e d 

o c c u r r e n c e s . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Would t h e r e be -¬

some o f t h o s e c a r r i e r s o u t o f t h a t t h i r t y 

t h o u s a n d be j u s t a p e r s o n t h a t has one t r u c k ? 

MR. COTTER: Y e s . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: So i t c a n be a l l 

s i z e s ? 

MR. COTTER: Um-hum. 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: On one o f y o u r 

s l i d e s , o r a c t u a l l y a c o u p l e o f t h e m , you were 

t a l k i n g r e l a t i v e t o t h e SMS b a s i c s , t h a t 

s l i d e , w here t h e f o c u s on b e h a v i o r s l i n k e d t o 

c r a s h r i s k s . D i s t r a c t e d d r i v i n g w a s n ' t 

ment i o n e d . 

We've o b v i o u s l y b e e n d e a l i n g v e r y 

h e a v i l y w i t h t h a t h e r e i n t h e l e g i s l a t u r e 
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r e c e n t l y . I s t h e r e d a t a t o be shown t h e r e o r 

i s i t p a r t o f some o t h e r d a t a t h a t you h a v e ? 

MR. COTTER: I know d i s t r a c t e d 

d r i v i n g i s a p r i o r i t y f o r t h e o f f i c e o f t h e 

s e c r e t a r y . And I know o u r a g e n c y i s w o r k i n g 

on some r u l e m a k i n g s r e l a t e d t o t h a t , b u t I'm 

n o t p r i v y t o t h o s e d i s c u s s i o n s o r know k i n d o f 

where t h e y s t a n d h e r e t o d a y . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: O k a y . L e t me 

j u s t s a y t h a t M r . C o t t e r s i t s on t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a M o t o r C a r r i e r A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e , 

w h i c h C h a i r m a n G e i s t and I and M i s s P i t t e n g e r 

a l s o a r e members o f t h a t . 

And I want t o t h a n k you f o r y o u r 

e f f o r t s r e l a t i v e t o t h a t and f o r a l s o c o m i n g 

t o o u r h e a r i n g t o d a y and p r o v i d i n g some v e r y 

good i n f o r m a t i o n . 

Any o t h e r q u e s t i o n s by t h e members? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C o s t a , you d i d n ' t have 

any qu e s t i o n s? 

REPRESENTATI VE COSTA: N o , s i r . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: T h o u g h t I saw a 

hand up o v e r t h e r e . 

REPRESENTATI VE COSTA: J u s t t r y i n g t o 

g e t c o m f o r t a b l e . 
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CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: M r . C o t t e r , t h a n k 

you v e r y much. V e r y good t e s t i m o n y . 

And I want t o t h a n k a l l o f t h e p e o p l e 

t h a t s p o k e t o d a y . 

And I a l s o want t o m e n t i o n t h a t 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e J o s h S h a p i r o has j o i n e d us as a 

v i s i t o r . 

A n d , J o s h , j u s t so you know, I 

c o n s i d e r a l l t h e v i s i t o r s t o t h i s c o m m i t t e e as 

w a n n a b e s . So -¬

REPRESENTATIVE SHAPIRO: I c e r t a i n l y 

am, M r . C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN MARKOSEK: Welcome t o t h e 

commi t t e e m e e t i ng t o d a y . I know you have a 

g r e a t i n t e r e s t i n d i s t r a c t e d d r i v i n g . 

J u s t a p o i n t o f o r d e r f o r t h e 

c o m m i t t e e and some i n f o r m a t i o n . A p r i l 1 2 t h 

and 1 3 t h , we w i l l be i n t h e L e h i g h V a l l e y and 

i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . We have a t o u r i n t h e L e h i g h 

V a l l e y o f a cement p l a n t -- o r a c o n c r e t e 

p l a n t . A n d , a l s o , t h e c o m m i t t e e i s i n v i t e d t o 

a t t e n d a c o n f e r e n c e i n P h i l a d e l p h i a r e l a t i v e 

t o d i s t r a c t e d d r i v i n g . And t h a t ' s f o r t h e 

i n f o r m a t i o n o f t h e members. 

S e e i n g no f u r t h e r b u s i n e s s , t h e 
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m e e t i ng i s a d j o u r n e d . Thank y o u . 

( W h e r e u p o n , t h e h e a r i n g c o n c l u d e d a t 

11:15 a.m.) 

* * * * * 
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REPORTER'S C E R T I F I C A T E 

I HEREBY CERTIFY t h a t I was p r e s e n t 

upon t h e h e a r i n g o f t h e a b o v e - e n t i t l e d m a t t e r 

and t h e r e r e p o r t e d s t e n o g r a p h i c a l l y t h e 

p r o c e e d i n g s had and t h e t e s t i m o n y p r o d u c e d ; 

and I f u r t h e r c e r t i f y t h a t t h e f o r e g o i n g i s a 

t r u e and c o r r e c t t r a n s c r i p t o f my s a i d 

s t e n o g r a p h i c n o t e s . 

BRENDA J . PARDUN, RPR 
C o u r t R e p o r t e r 
N o t a r y P u b l i c 
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