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P R O C E E D I N G S 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: Good m o r n i n g , 

e v e r y o n e . I ' d l i k e t o c a l l t h i s m e e t i n g o f 

t h e A g i n g and O l d e r A d u l t S e r v i c e s C o m m i t t e e 

t o o r d e r . 

I t h i n k p e r h a p s a f t e r R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

Y o u n g b l o o d makes h e r r e m a r k s , p e r h a p s t h e r e 

w i l l be more members h e r e . T h e r e a r e a number 

of o t h e r c o m m i t t e e m e e t i ngs t h i s m o r n i n g , so I 

t h i n k o u r members a r e g o i n g t o s t r a g g l e i n 

o v e r t h e c o u r s e o f t h e n e x t h o u r o r s o . I 

t h i n k w e ' l l w a i t t o i n t r o d u c e them u n t i l more 

of them g e t h e r e . 

So t h e p u r p o s e o f t o d a y ' s m e e t i n g i s 

t o r e v i e w what some p e o p l e c a l l t h e S i l v e r 

A l e r t S y s t e m , w h i c h i s d e s i g n e d t o p r o t e c t 

v u l n e r a b l e s e n i o r c i t i z e n s who m i g h t wander 

away f r o m t h e i r c a r e g i v e r s and be l o s t o u t i n 

t h e c o m m u n i t y . And we have w i t h us t h i s 

m o r n i n g R e p r e s e n t a t i v e R o s i t a Y o u n g b l o o d , who 

i s t h e p r i m e s p o n s o r o f House B i l l 7 26, w h i c h 

i s S i l v e r A l e r t S y s t e m b i l l . 

T h e r e i s a l s o a n o t h e r b i l l t h a t we 

w i l l be t a l k i n g a b o u t , a l t h o u g h R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
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C a s o r i o c a n ' t be h e r e t h i s m o r n i n g t o e x p l a i n 

h i s b i l l , b u t i t ' s House B i l l 122 . 

So we w i l l b e g i n w i t h R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

R o s i t a Y o u n g b l o o d , who w i l l e x p l a i n --

b r i e f l y e x p l a i n h e r b i l l and why she o f f e r e d 

i t f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

REPRESENTATI VE YOUNGBLOOD: Thank 

y o u , C h a i r m a n Mundy. 

Can y o u h e a r me? 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: I t i s a l i t t l e 

d i f f i c u l t . I d o n ' t know why. I s i t t u r n e d 

on? 

REPRESENTATI VE YOUNGBLOOD: Y e s . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: O k a y . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: C o u l d y o u 

guys h e a r P h y l l i s ? 

REPRESENTATI VE YOUNGBLOOD: Y e s , I 

h e a r d h e r . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: I t h i n k s p e a k more 

d i r e c t l y i n t o t h e m i c r o p h o n e . 

REPRESENTATI VE YOUNGBLOOD: O k a y . 

Thank y o u , C h a i r m a n Mundy, f o r h a v i n g 

me h e r e r e g a r d i n g t h i s S i l v e r A l e r t , w h i c h i s 

House B i l l 7 2 6 . 

The r e a s o n I i n t r o d u c e d t h i s b i l l was 
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t o a l e r t t h e p u b l i c as w e l l as o t h e r e n t i t i e s 

t h a t o u r s e n i o r s a r e w a n d e r i n g o f f , e i t h e r 

b e c a u s e o f A l z h e i m e r ' s , d e m e n t i a , o r some 

o t h e r m e n t a l i m p a i r m e n t . And I t h o u g h t i t was 

i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e t h e f i r s t t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s 

a r e c r i t i c a l . I f we d o n ' t l o c a t e them i n t h e 

f i r s t t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s , i t has b e e n p r o v e n 

t h a t when t h e y wander o f f , t h e y ' l l e i t h e r d i e 

or w e ' l l f i n d them i n a n o t h e r l o c a t i o n and 

t h e y c a n ' t g e t b a c k . 

So we t h o u g h t , i n p a t t e r n i n g t h i s 

a f t e r t h e Te x a s S i l v e r A l e r t , t h a t i t w o u l d be 

i m p o r t a n t t h a t we n o t i f y t h e s t a t e p o l i c e and 

a l l l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s and D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g 

t o p u t o u t a n o t i c e t h a t t h e s e n i o r has 

w a n d e r e d o f f . Now, t h e s t a t e p o l i c e w i l l u s e 

t h e i r d i s c r e t i o n on i f t h e y t h i n k i t i s a t r u e 

e m e r g e n c y f o r o u r s e n i o r s . 

B u t I t h i n k we n e e d t o p r o t e c t o u r 

most v u l n e r a b l e c i t i z e n s and h e l p them a t t h i s 

c r u c i a l p o i n t i n l i f e . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: Thank y o u , 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Y o u n g b l o o d . 

Chuck Q u i n n a n , o u r e x e c u t i v e 

d i r e c t o r , I t h i n k I 'm g o i n g t o a s k you t o s o r t 
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o f t a l k a b o u t some o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e 

b i l l , and t h e n we w i l l t a k e t e s t i m o n y . 

MR. QUINNAN: House B i l l 72 6 

e s t a b l i s h e s t h e S i l v e r A l e r t f o r M i s s i n g 

S e n i o r C i t i z e n s A c t f o r t h e p u r p o s e s o f 

l o c a t i n g m i s s i n g s e n i o r c i t i z e n s who have some 

f o r m o f m e n t a l i m p a i r m e n t . T h i s w o u l d a p p l y 

t o s e n i o r c i t i z e n s a g e d s i x t y - f i v e and o l d e r . 

I t d i r e c t s t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 

D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g , i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e , t o d e v e l o p and 

i m p l e m e n t t h e s t a t e - w i d e S i l v e r A l e r t S y s t e m . 

S e c r e t a r y o f A g i n g w o u l d be 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a p p o i n t i n g a d i r e c t o r t o s e r v e 

as t h e s t a t e - w i d e c o o r d i n a t o r o f t h e a l e r t . 

Some o f t h e d u t i e s o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t 

o f A g i n g and t h e s t a t e p o l i c e , t h e 

d e p a r t m e n t ' s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a d o p t i n g t h e 

r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s and i s s u i n g any 

d i r e c t i v e s t o i m p l e m e n t t h i s p r o g r a m , t h e 

p r o c e d u r e s l o c a l l a w e n f o r c e m e n t must 

f o l l o w i n g , v e r i f y i n g t h a t t h e s e n i o r c i t i z e n 

i s , i n f a c t , m i s s i n g and has an i m p a i r e d 

m e n t a l c o n d i t i o n , d i r e c t i o n o f c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

u n d e r w h i c h l a w e n f o r c e m e n t i s r e q u i r e d t o 
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r e p o r t a m i s s i n g p e r s o n t o t h e d e p a r t m e n t as 

w e l l as p r o c e d u r e s t o be u s e d f o r r e p o r t i n g 

i n f o r m a t i on a b o u t a m i s s i n g p e r s o n t o 

d e s i g n a t e d m e d i a o u t l e t s . 

As f a r as n o t i f i c a t i o n , a l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t a g e n c y may n o t i f y t h e d e p a r t m e n t 

i f i t r e c e i v e s n o t i ce o f a mi s s i ng s e n i o r 

c i t i z e n and v e r i f i e s , as I m e n t i o n e d , t h e 

p e r s o n ' s s i x t y - f i v e y e a r s o f a g e , t h e p e r s o n ' s 

l o c a t i o n i s u n k n o w n , t h e p e r s o n r e s i d e s i n t h e 

c o m m o n w e a l t h , and t h e p e r s o n , i n f a c t , has an 

i m p a i r e d m e n t a l c o n d i t i o n . 

The d e p a r t m e n t ' s r e q u i r e d t o c o n f i r m 

t h e a c c u r a c y o f t h e i n f o r m a t i o n s u b m i t t e d by 

l a w e n f o r c e m e n t , and i f c o n f i r m e d , t o 

i m m e d i a t e l y i s s u e an a l e r t t o d e s i g n a t e d m e d i a 

o u t l e t s . P r o v i d e s f o r t h e c o n s e n t o f t h e 

a l e r t as w e l l as p r o v i s i o n s f o r t h e 

t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e S i l v e r A l e r t . 

The l aw e n f o r c e m e n t a g e n c y t h a t 

l o c a t e s t h e s u b j e c t o f t h e a l e r t must n o t i f y 

t h e d e p a r t m e n t as s o o n as p o s s i b l e when t h a t 

p e r s on has b e e n f o u n d . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: Thank y o u . 

I t h i n k r i g h t now we're g o i n g t o go 
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a r o u n d and i n t r o d u c e o u r s e l v e s -- my 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g i s t h a t t h i s i s on PCN o r w i l l 

be on PCN i n a t a p e d v e r s i o n -- s t a r t i n g w i t h 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e V u l a k o v i c h . 

REPRESENTATIVE VULAKOVICH: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Randy V u l a k o v i c h f r o m A l l e g h e n y 

C o u n t y , 3 0 t h D i s t r i c t . 

REPRESENTATI VE SAMUELSON: 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S t e v e S a m u e l s o n f r o m t h e L e h i g h 

V a l l e y . 

REPRESENTATI VE KORTZ: Good m o r n i n g , 

e v e r y o n e . My name i s B i l l K o r t z , s t a t e 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 38 t h D i s t r i c t , A l l e g h e n y 

C o u n t y . 

REPRESENTATI VE MURPHY: Good 

m o r n i n g . My name i s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e K e v i n 

Murphy, L a c k a w a n n a C o u n t y . 

MS. SCHWARTZ: Good m o r n i n g . I'm 

S h a r o n S c h w a r t z , and I'm t h e R e p u b l i c a n 

e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r f o r t h e c a u c u s c o m m i t t e e . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: Tim 

H e n n e s s e y , R e p u b l i c a n c h a i r o f t h e House A g i n g 

and O l d e r A d u l t S e r v i c e s C o m m i t t e e , n o r t h e r n 

and w e s t e r n C h e s t e r C o u n t y , down i n t h e 

s o u t h e a s t . 
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CHAIRMAN MUNDY: P h y l l i s Mundy, 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m t h e 1 2 0 t h D i s t r i c t i n 

L u z e r n e C o u n t y . I 'm c h a i r o f t h i s c o m m i t t e e . 

MR. QUINNAN: Chuck Q u i n n a n , m a j o r i t y 

e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r t o t h e c o m m i t t e e . 

REPRESENTATI VE BOBACK: K a r e n B o b a c k , 

p a r t s o f Wyoming, L u z e r n e , C o l u m b i a C o u n t i e s , 

House D i s t r i c t 117. 

REPRESENTATI VE SWANGER: R o s e M a r i e 

S w a n g e r f r o m L e b a n o n C o u n t y , H o u s e D i s t r i c t 

1 0 2 . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATSON: Good m o r n i n g . 

I'm R e p r e s e n t a t i v e K a t h y W a t s o n . I r e p r e s e n t 

a p o r t i o n o f B u c k s C o u n t y , 1 4 4 t h L e g i s l a t i v e 

D i s t r i c t . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: Thank you a l l . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: Madam 

C h a i r m a n , i f I c o u l d j u s t -- f o r p u r p o s e s o f 

r o l l c a l l , i f we're d o i n g t h a t a t a l l , I have 

a p r o x y , s h o u l d we ne e d t h a t , f r o m 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e S w a n g e r . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: We won't be v o t i n g 

t o d a y , b u t t h a n k y o u . And R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

S w a n g e r ' s h e r e . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: I'm 
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s o r r y . I d i d n ' t e v e n l o o k a r o u n d . S o r r y . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: I t h i n k b e f o r e we go 

any f u r t h e r , we h e a r d a b o u t House B i l l 726 

f r o m t h e p r i m e s p o n s o r . As I m e n t i o n e d , t h e r e 

i s a n o t h e r b i l l , R e p r e s e n t a t i v e C a s o r i o ' s 

b i l l , House B i l l 1 22, and I 'm g o i n g t o ask 

Chuck t o d e s c r i b e t h a t one as w e l l , b e f o r e we 

b e g i n t h e t e s t i m o n y . 

MR. QUINNAN: House B i l l 12 2 

e s t a b l i s h e s t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a S e n i o r A l e r t A c t 

t o a i d i n t h e r e c o v e r y o f m i s s i n g e n d a n g e r e d 

a d u l t s t h r o u g h p rompt n o t i f i c a t i o n t o l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t and t h e p u b l i c . 

One o f t h e m a i n d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h t h i s 

b i l l , i t d e f i n e s m i s s i n g e n d a n g e r e d a d u l t s as 

a p e r s o n e i g h t e e n y e a r s o f age o r o l d e r who 

has been r e p o r t e d t h r o u g h l a w e n f o r c e m e n t 

a u t h o r i t y and i s b e l i e v e d t o be e i t h e r a 

t e m p o r a r y o r p e r m a n e n t r e s i d e n t o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , a t a l o c a t i o n t h a t c a n n o t be 

d e t e r m i n e d by someone f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e 

m i s s i n g p e r s o n , o r i n c a p a b l e o f r e t u r n i n g home 

w i t h o u t a s s i s t a n c e b e c a u s e o f m e n t a l i l l n e s s , 

m e n t a l r e t a r d a t i o n , d e m e n t i a , o r a n o t h e r 

p h y s i c a l o r m e n t a l i n c a p a c i t y . 
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An a l e r t i s s ued u n d e r t h i s a c t s h a l l 

be known as an E n d a n g e r e d A d u l t M e d i c a l A l e r t 

and s i g n i f y t h a t l a w e n f o r c e m e n t i s s e a r c h i n g 

f o r t h e m i s s i n g e n d a n g e r e d a d u l t . 

The b i l l a l s o p r o v i d e s f o r t h e 

p r e p a r a t i o n , c o n t e n t , and d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 

m i s s i n g e n d a n g e r e d a d u l t r e p o r t s as w e l l as 

r e l e v a n t i n f o r m a t i o n and f o r t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n 

o f m e d i a , b r o a d c a s t e r , p r i n t , e t c e t e r a . 

T h e r e ' s a l s o n o t i f i c a t i o n r e q u i r e m e n t 

as w e l l as p r o v i s i o n s d e a l i n g w i t h f a l s e 

r e p o r t s and r e l a t e d p e n a l t i e s . 

L a s t l y , I ' d l i k e t o p o i n t o u t t h a t 

t h e b i l l d o e s p r o v i d e f o r i m m u n i t y f o r t h o s e 

who, i n good f a i t h -- i n good f a i t h , c o n d u c t 

o r c o m p l i a n c e w i t h t h e a c t ' s p r o v i s i o n s . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: A l l r i g h t . Our 

f i r s t t e s t i f i e r f o r t h i s m o r n i n g i s t h e 

A l z h e i m e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n , P e n n s y l v a n i a c h a p t e r , 

T i f f a n i Chambers, t h e f a m i l y s e r v i c e 

c o o r d i n a t o r . 

Good m o r n i n g , M i s s C h a m b e r s . 

MS. CHAMBERS: Good m o r n i n g . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: Thank you f o r b e i n g 

h e r e . 
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MS. CHAMBERS: Thank you f o r h a v i n g 

me . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: You c a n b e g i n 

w h e n ever y o u ' r e r e a d y . 

MS. CHAMBERS: Can you h e a r me? 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: I t h i n k s o . You 

nee d t o s p e a k r i g h t i n t o t h e m i c r o p h o n e t o be 

h e a r d . 

MS. CHAMBERS: Madam C h a i r , M r . V i c e 

C h a i r , and members o f t h e House A g i n g and 

O l d e r A d u l t S e r v i c e s C o m m i t t e e , I welcome t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o p r o v i d e t e s t i m o n y on b e h a l f o f 

t h e i n d i v i d u a l s and c a r e g i v e r s t o u c h e d by 

A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e o r r e l a t e d d e m e n t i a and 

t h e A l z h e i m e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n ' s P e n n s y l v a n i a 

p u b l i c p o l i c y c o u n s e l -- c o a l i t i o n -- s o r r y -¬

r e g a r d i n g l e g i s l a t i o n t o i m p l e m e n t a s t a t e 

S i l v e r A l e r t S y s t e m . 

The a s s o c i a t i o n c o n t i n u e s t o s u p p o r t 

t h e c r e a t i o n o f a S i l v e r A l e r t S y s t e m t h a t i s 

r e s p o n s i v e and s e n s i t i v e t o t h e n e e d s o f 

p e o p l e -- p e r s o n s l i v i n g w i t h d e m e n t i a and 

t h e i r f a m i l i e s . 

As we have t h e same g o a l a t h e a r t , 

w h i ch i s t h e s a f e r e t u r n o f i n d i v i d u a l s who 
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wander f r o m t h e i r f a m i l i e s and c a r e s e t t i n g , I 

w o u l d w i s h t o r e i t e r a t e t h e s e r i o u s n e s s o f 

w a n d e r i n g by s h a r i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g i n c i d e n t . 

An 8 9 - y e a r - o l d P i t t s b u r g h woman who 

s u f f e r e d f r o m d e m e n t i a and h e a r t p r o b l e m s was 

f o u n d on t h e r o o f o f a l a r g e m e t r o p o l i t a n 

h o s p i t a l . The woman w a n d e r e d , u n n o t i c e d , f r o m 

h e r t w e l f t h room -- t w e l f t h - f l o o r room on 

T u e s d a y , December 2nd, 2 008 , and made h e r way 

t o t h e r o o f . Her body was f o u n d by 

mai n t e n a n c e w o r k e r s on Wednesday m o r n i n g . 

O v e r n i g h t t e m p e r a t u r e s d i p p e d t o t w e n t y - t h r e e 

d e g r e e s , and she was d r e s s e d o n l y i n a 

h o s p i t a l gown and s l i p p e r s . 

S i x o u t o f t e n p e o p l e w i t h 

A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e w i l l w a n d e r . T h i s c a n 

happen a t any s t a g e i n t h e d i s e a s e and 

f r e q u e n t l y o c c u r s by f o o t b u t c a n o c c u r by c a r 

or o t h e r f o r m s o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I t o n l y 

t a k e s a moment f o r someone t o w a n d e r . T h i s i s 

j u s t as t r u e a t home as i t i s a t t h e l o c a l 

mal l o r g r o c e r y s t o r e . 

Mos t p e o p l e w i t h A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e 

who wander a r e f o u n d w i t h i n 1.5 m i l e s o f home, 

and up t o h a l f o f t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s who wander 
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w i l l s u f f e r s e r i o u s i n j u r y o r d e a t h i f n o t 

f o u n d w i t h i n t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s . 

An 8 5 - y e a r - o l d P h i l a d e l p h i a man 

s u f f e r e d f r o m d e m e n t i a , w a n d e r e d away f r o m h i s 

home on a c o l d F e b r u a r y n i g h t i n 20 0 4. S t i l l 

f u n c t i o n i n g w e l l a t home, h i s f a m i l y was n o t 

c o n c e r n e d a b o u t l e a v i n g h i m a l o n e and o f t e n 

k e p t a c l o s e eye on h i m . However, t h i s t i m e 

was d i f f e r e n t . He n e v e r r e t u r n e d home. 

A f t e r an i n t e n s i v e f i v e - w e e k s e a r c h , 

h i s body was f o u n d i n t h e b a c k y a r d a b o u t a 

m i l e and a h a l f away f r o m h i s home. 

A u t h o r i t i e s p l a c e d h i s l i k e l y t i m e o f d e a t h 

t h a t f i r s t n i g h t t h a t he was g o n e . 

As we have t e s t i f i e d i n p r e v i o u s 

h e a r i n g s , P e n n s y l v a n i a s e t s a g r o u n d z e r o w i t h 

a s i z a b l e a g i n g - i n - p l a c e p o p u l a t i o n and 

u p w a r d s o f f o u r h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d o f i t s 

c i t i z e n s c u r r e n t l y a f f l i c t e d w i t h A l z h e i m e r ' s 

d i s e a s e o r r e l a t e d d e m e n t i a . 

W a n d e r i n g and b e c o m i n g l o s t i s a 

d a n g e r o u s s i t u a t i o n f o r i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h 

d e m e n t i a as i t i s o f t e n d i f f i c u l t f o r them t o 

r e c o g n i z e when t h e y a r e i n d a n g e r . 

Many o f them have l o s t t h e i r 
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c o g n i t i v e a b i l i t y t o remember when t o e a t , 

d r i n k , o r e v e n t o p r o t e c t t h e m s e l v e s f r o m 

e x t r e m e w e a t h e r . F o r t h i s r e a s o n , a t i m e l y 

l o c a l s e a r c h r e s p o n s e i s c r u c i a l . 

I n t h i n k i n g a b o u t A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e 

or r e l a t e d d e m e n t i a , we a l s o n e e d t o c o n s i d e r 

t h a t t h e f a c e o f d e m e n t i a i s c h a n g i n g . I t i s 

no l o n g e r a d i s e a s e o f t h e e l d e r l y . Y o u n g e r 

o n s e t A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e , o t h e r d e m e n t i a s 

l i k e Lewy B o d i e s and F r o n t o t e m p o r a l D e m e n t i a 

a f f e c t p e o p l e who a r e i n t h e i r t h i r t i e s , 

f o r t i e s , and f i f t i e s . 

I n 2009, as many as 5.3 m i l l i o n 

p e o p l e were l i v i n g w i t h A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e 

n a t i o n w i d e . T h i s i n c l u d e s as many as two 

h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d p e o p l e u n d e r t h e age o f 

s i x t y- f i v e . 

D e m e n t i a does n o t have an age 

t h r e s h o l d and n e i t h e r s h o u l d an a l l - i n c l u s i v e 

S i l v e r A l e r t p r o g r a m . 

The A l z h e i m e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n i s t h e 

l e a d i n g s o u r c e o f i n f o r m a t i o n , e d u c a t i o n , and 

s u p p o r t f o r m i l l i o n s o f i n d i v i d u a l s , 

c a r e g i v e r s , and c a r e p r o f e s s i o n a l s who f a c e 

d e m e n t i a e v e r y d a y . S i l v e r A l e r t l e g i s l a t i o n 
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c a n e n h a n c e c u r r e n t s u c c e s s f u l p r o t o c o l s s u c h 

as o u r M e d i c A l e r t S a f e R e t u r n p r o g r a m . 

The A l z h e i m e r ' s S a f e R e t u r n p r o g r a m 

was i n i t i a t e d i n A p r i l 1 993 i n p a r t n e r s h i p 

w i t h t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f J u s t i c e . I n November 

200 7, we p a r t n e r e d w i t h t h e M e d i c A l e r t 

F o u n d a t i o n t o l a u n c h t h e M e d i c A l e r t S a f e 

R e t u r n p r o g r a m . T h i s p r o g r a m a l s o o f f e r e d 

v i t a l i n f o r m a t i on t o l a w e n f o r c e m e n t and h e l p s 

i n t h e r e s p o n s e o f f a c i l i t a t i n g t h e r e u n i o n . 

S i n c e 199 3, o v e r a h u n d r e d s i x t y 

t h o u s a n d p e o p l e a r e e n r o l l e d . We have 

f a c i l i t a t e d s i x t e e n t h o u s a n d r e u n i o n s , and we 

b o a s t n e a r l y a h u n d r e d p e r c e n t r e c o v e r y r a t e 

f o r e n r o l l m e n t . 

W h e t h e r r e p o r t e d m i s s i n g by a 

c a r e g i v e r , l a w e n f o r c e m e n t , o r a good 

s a m a r i t a n , M e d i c A l e r t S a f e R e t u r n s n o t i f i e s 

t h e a p p r o p r i a t e p a r t i e s and t h e l o c a l 

A l z h e i m e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n c h a p t e r . A l a r g e p a r t 

o f o u r s u c c e s s i s t h a t we p r o v i d e d e d u c a t i o n 

t o f a m i l i e s and l a w e n f o r c e m e n t . 

The A l z h e i m e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n i s 

c o m m i t t e d t o w o r k i n g w i t h l a w m a k e r s t o e n s u r e 

t h a t a S i l v e r A l e r t S y s t e m i s c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
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and w i l l grow w i t h t h e i n c r e a s i n g and e v e r -

c h a n g i n g p o p u l a t i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l s t o u c h e d by 

some f o r m o f d e m e n t i a . 

B a s e d on o u r e a r l i e r t e s t i m o n y , 

u p w a r d s o f two h u n d r e d f o r t y t h o u s a n d 

P e n n s y l v a n i a n s w i t h d e m e n t i a w i l l wander a t 

some t i m e d u r i n g t h e d i s e a s e p r o c e s s . Many o f 

t h e s e p e o p l e w i l l wander m u l t i p l e t i m e s . 

A l t h o u g h we have a f u n c t i o n i n g 

m e c h a n i s m t o r e s p o n d t o w a n d e r i n g , we 

u n d e r s t a n d t h a t we d o n ' t r e a c h t h e s i l e n t 

m a j o r i t y o f p e o p l e t h a t a r e a f f e c t e d . 

A p r o g r a m s u c h as S i l v e r A l e r t has 

t h e p o t e n t i a l t o i n c r e a s e human i n t e r e s t and 

a w a r e n e s s o f p e o p l e who a r e a t r i s k and o f f e r 

t h e c o m m u n i t y a p o s i t i v e s o l u t i o n t o a p r o b l e m 

t h a t o c c u r s e v e r y d a y . I t i s an a p p r o p r i a t e 

way t o p r o v i d e s u p p o r t t o f a m i l i e s and h e l p 

them work w i t h l a w e n f o r c e m e n t and com m u n i t y 

s e r v i c e s . 

I t i s n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e s t a t e t o move 

f o r w a r d t o j o i n t h e e f f o r t s t o s u p p o r t and 

e d u c a t e c o m m u n i t i e s a b o u t p e r s o n s l i v i n g w i t h 

t h e e f f e c t s o f d e m e n t i a . The most e f f e c t i v e 

s y s t e m w i l l f o s t e r a r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n 
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f a m i l i e s , l a w e n f o r c e m e n t , l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t , 

and o r g a n i z a t i o n s l i k e t h e A l z h e i m e r ' s 

A s s o c i a t i o n . 

We f e e l a s u c c e s s f u l p r o g r a m w i l l , a t 

minimum, work w i t h e x i s t i n g p r o g r a m s l i k e t h e 

M e d i c A l e r t S a f e R e t u r n p r o g r a m and i n c l u d e a 

m e c h a n i s m t o e n r o l l i n d i v i d u a l s i n t h e 

p r o g r a m . T h i s s h o u l d a l s o i n c l u d e d e m e n t i a -

s p e c i f i c t r a i n i n g f o r f i r s t r e s p o n d e r s and 

i n v o l v e d o r g a n i z a t i o n s w h i c h w o u l d i n c l u d e 

i n f o r m a t i o n , a t minimum, a b o u t w a n d e r i n g 

b e h a v i o r s . 

T h e r e s h o u l d n o t be an age t h r e s h o l d , 

and i t s h o u l d be t a i l o r e d t o t h e n e e d s o f 

i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h A l z h e i m e r ' s o r d e m e n t i a who 

wander, no s p e c i f i c p r o o f o f d i a g n o s i s s h o u l d 

be r e q u i r e d ; i n s t e a d , we s h o u l d r e q u i r e a 

c a r e g i v e r ' s s t a t e m e n t . 

We s h o u l d a l s o use a t i e r e d a p p r o a c h 

t o e m p h a s i z e l o c a l s e a r c h f i r s t and t h e n o n l y 

e s c a l a t e t o r e g i o n a l and s t a t e w i d e i f a 

p e r s o n has l e f t t h e i m m e d i a t e a r e a . 

We s h o u l d a l l o w f o r s e a r c h i n g t o 

b e g i n w i t h i n t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s o f a r e p o r t e d 

d i s a p p e a r a n c e . 
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And, f i n a l l y , i t s h o u l d c o l l e c t d a t a 

on t h e s a f e a l e r t -- I'm s o r r y -- on t h e 

S i l v e r A l e r t u s a g e and e v a l u a t e p r o g r a m 

o p e r a t i o n . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , t h e A l z h e i m e r ' s 

A s s o c i a t i o n w elcomes t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o a s s i s t 

P e n n s y l v a n i a i n j o i n i n g t h i r t e e n s t a t e s , most 

r e c e n t l y New J e r s e y , t h a t have s u c c e s s f u l l y 

e n a c t e d S i l v e r A l e r t l e g i s l a t i o n . 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: Thank you v e r y much, 

M i s s C h a m b e r s . 

Q u e s t i o n s f r o m t h e c o m m i t t e e ? 

I have o n e . O k a y . You t a l k a b o u t 

y o u r M e d i c A l e r t S a f e R e t u r n p r o g r a m . And I'm 

w o n d e r i n g , c a n you g i v e me s t a t i s t i c s how many 

f a m i l i e s a r e a l r e a d y e n r o l l e d i n t h a t p r o g r a m ? 

MS. CHAMBERS: I c a n g e t b a c k t o you 

w i t h t h a t . I d o n ' t have t h e e x a c t number f o r 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: I d i d h e a r you s a y 

t h a t a l t h o u g h you have s u c h a p r o g r a m , t h e r e 

a r e an a w f u l l o t o f p e o p l e who d o n ' t know 

a b o u t i t , who a r e n ' t e n r o l l e d i n i t . So I 

t h i n k , you know, i f n o t h i n g e l s e comes o u t o f 
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t h i s h e a r i n g , h o p e f u l l y A l z h e i m e r ' s f a m i l i e s 

w i l l become aware t h a t t h e r e i s s u c h a 

p r o g r a m . 

Can you t e l l me more a b o u t t h e 

p r o g r a m , how you go a b o u t e n r o l l i n g i n i t ? Do 

you j u s t c a l l y o u r l o c a l A l z h e i m e r ' s 

A s s o c i a t i on? 

MS. CHAMBERS: You c a n e n r o l l v i a o u r 

w e b s i t e , by phone, o r you c a n c o n t a c t y o u r 

l o c a l c h a p t e r . T h e r e i s a f e e o f 54.90 t o 

e n r o l l i n i t i a l l y , and t h e r e ' s a t w e n t y - f i v e 

d o l l a r a n n u a l f e e . 

We t a k e t h e c a r e g i v e r ' s i n f o r m a t i o n . 

We a l s o t a k e t h e p e r s o n t h a t has d e m e n t i a , a l l 

t h e i r m e d i c a t i o n , i f t h e y ' r e a l l e r g i c t o 

a n y t h i n g . A n y t h i n g t h a t we n e e d t o know a b o u t 

t h e p e r s o n , we keep on o u r d a t a b a s e . And i f 

t h e y ' r e r e p o r t e d m i s s i n g , t h e n t h a t ' s s h a r e d 

w i t h t h e a p p r o p r i a t e p e o p l e . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: So i t ' s l a r g e l y p a i d 

f o r t h r o u g h t h e f e e s t h a t you c h a r g e ? 

MS. CHAMBERS: Y e s . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: O k a y . And, 

o b v i o u s l y , t h e o v e r h e a d o f t h e A l z h e i m e r ' s 

A s s o c i a t i on comes f r o m d o n a t i o n s and o t h e r --
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MS. CHAMBERS: E x a c t l y . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: And some g o v e r n m e n t 

f u n d i n g . 

MS. CHAMBERS: Um-hum. 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: Not much. 

MS. CHAMBERS: And i t ' s more t h e f e e 

goes t o o p e r a t i o n , h a v i n g p e o p l e , you know, 

t h e r e t o answer t h e ph o n e s i f t h e r e a r e 

i n c i d e n t s and t h i n g s l i k e t h a t . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: S u r e . S u r e . 

O k a y . Can you t e l l me, w i t h t h e 

M e d i c A l e r t S a f e R e t u r n p r o g r a m , j u s t g i v e me a 

l i t t l e i d e a o f how y o u r r e l a t i o n s h i p i s w i t h 

t h e s t a t e p o l i c e . 

MS. CHAMBERS: I t h i n k -¬

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: And i t i s t h e s t a t e 

p o l i c e t h a t you c o n t a c t , o r i s i t l o c a l 

p o l i c e ? 

MS. CHAMBERS: I t ' s l o c a l p o l i c e 

f i r s t i n t h e i m m e d i a t e a r e a , and i f we do need 

t o go as f a r o u t as t h e s t a t e p o l i c e , we d o . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: B u t f i r s t you 

c o n t a c t y o u r l o c a l p o l i c e . And what i s y o u r 

e x p e r i e n c e w i t h t h e l o c a l p o l i c e ? 

MS. CHAMBERS: I n t h i s a r e a , I f o u n d 
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t h a t i t ' s r e a l l y r e s p o n s i v e . They a r e 

s e n s i t i v e t o d e m e n t i a . 

I have a l s o had some p o l i c e o f f i c e r s 

g i v e me a c a l l and make r e f e r r a l s on, you 

know, e d u c a t i n g c a r e g i v e r s and g e t t i n g them 

r e s o u r c e s i n t h e c o m m u n i t y . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

B o b a c k , I t h i n k t h a t m i g h t be a t o p i c t h a t we 

w o u l d want t o t a k e up w i t h o u r e l d e r a b u s e 

t a s k f o r c e . Not t h a t i t ' s -- we're e x p a n d i n g 

ou r m i s s i o n , I t h i n k . 

MS. CHAMBERS: Um-hum. 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: A l w a y s e x p a n d i n g o u r 

mi s s i o n . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e H e n n e s s e y , do have 

q u e s t i o n s ? 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: I d o . 

Thank y o u . 

M i s s Chambers, you had m e n t i o n e d t h e 

s a f e r e t u r n p r o g r a m a t t h e A l z h e i m e r ' s 

A s s o c i a t i o n . I g u e s s t h a t ' s f o r m u l a t e d f r o m 

s c r a t c h ; y o u ' v e c r e a t e d t h a t p r o g r a m ? 

MS. CHAMBERS: Y e s . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: I s t h a t a 

n a t i o n w i d e p r o g r a m ? 
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MS. CHAMBERS: I t i s n a t i o n w i d e , y e s . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: O k a y . I 

n o t i c e d i n some o f y o u r r e s e a r c h t h a t p r o b a b l y 

t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e s t a t e s have a l r e a d y a d o p t e d 

S i l v e r A l e r t p r o g r a m s o r s o m e t h i n g r a t h e r 

s i m i l a r t o t h a t . 

MS. CHAMBERS: Um-hum. 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: And 

t h e r e ' s a number o f o t h e r p r o g r a m s t h a t a r e i n 

p r o c e s s , d o i n g t h e same t h i n g . How d o e s t h e 

s a f e r e t u r n p r o g r a m i n t e r f a c e w i t h a 

s u c c e s s f u l S i l v e r A l e r t p r o g r a m ? 

MS. CHAMBERS: I t h i n k t h a t i t ' s v e r y 

i m p o r t a n t t o have an o r g a n i z a t i o n l i k e t h e 

A l z h e i m e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n , where i f t h e r e i s an 

i n c i d e n t , a r e f e r r a l c a n be made t o us where 

we w o u l d e d u c a t e t h e f a m i l y . We c o u l d do some 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l t h i n g s w i t h them t o s e e , you 

know, why t h e p e r s o n w a n d e r e d o r i f t h e r e was 

a c o m m u n i c a t i o n p r o b l e m s , what e s c a l a t e d t o 

t h i s s i t u a t i o n . 

I t h i n k we c o u l d work w i t h t h e 

p r o g r a m on a r e f e r r a l b a s i s t o p r o v i d e t h a t 

e d u c a t i o n and s u p p o r t and, you know, t h e l o c a l 

r e s o u r c e s t h a t t h e p o l i c e o f f i c e r c a n ' t a l w a y s 
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t a k e t h e t i m e t o d o . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: So t h e 

s a f e r e t u r n p r o g r a m , t h e n , i s an i m m e d i a t e 

s t e p t a k e n by t h e A l z h e i m e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n 

l o c a l l y when a r e p o r t comes i n ? 

MS. CHAMBERS: Y e a h . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: The r e p o r t 

w o u l d have come i n f r o m t h e f a m i l y , t h o u g h , 

no t f r o m t h e p o l i c e . Or do t h e y i n v o l v e you 

when t h e y c a n ? 

MS. CHAMBERS: They do i n v o l v e u s . 

I f t h e r e ' s a w a n d e r i n g i n c i d e n t , we're one o f 

t h e f i r s t p e o p l e t h a t a r e c o n t a c t e d . So what 

we have t o do w i t h i n t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s i s 

f o l l o w up w i t h t h a t f a m i l y , you know, t o o f f e r 

s u p p o r t and, you know, r e e n a c t t h e s i t u a t i o n 

w i t h them t o see i f t h e r e ' s a n y t h i n g t h a t , you 

know, c o u l d be c h a n g e d o r j u s t t o e d u c a t e them 

a l i t t l e b i t mo r e . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: O k a y . 

C u r r e n t l y , b e f o r e t h e l e g i s l a t u r e , we have 

t h r e e , I ' l l s a y , p a r a l l e l a p p r o a c h e s . We have 

S e n a t e B i l l 976, w h i c h i s S e n a t o r O'Pake. We 

have t h e C a s o r i o b i l l h e r e i n t h e h o u s e , and 

we have R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Y o u n g b l o o d ' s b i l l h e r e 
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i n t h e ho us e . 

Has t h e A l z h e i m e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n 

l o c a l l y t a k e n a l o o k a t e a c h o f t h o s e t h r e e 

b i l l s ? Do you have a p r e f e r e n c e ? Do you f e e l 

t h a t any o f them o r none o f them r e a l l y meet 

t h e n e e d s o f t h e s u c c e s s f u l S i l v e r A l e r t 

p r o g r a m , t h a t w o u l d work w i t h you i n t h i s -¬

you know, i n t e r f a c e w i t h t h i s s a f e r e t u r n 

p r o g r a m ? 

MS. CHAMBERS: A t t h i s t i m e , I c a n ' t 

p i c k one, b u t I t h i n k i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t h a t we 

r e a l i z e t h a t d e m e n t i a i s n o t age s p e c i f i c . 

And i f we p u t an age l i m i t on t h a t , t h e n we 

w i l l be l e a v i n g o u t t h e p e o p l e t h a t have t h e 

y o u n g e r o n s e t A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e t h a t a r e i n 

t h e i r t h i r t i e s and f o r t i e s and e v e n f i f t i e s . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: So t h e 

e m p h a s i s i s t h a t i t ' s j u s t t o g e t us away f r o m 

t h i n k i n g i n t e r m s o f age s p e c i f i c s i x t y - f i v e 

o r s i x t y and o l d e r -¬

MS. CHAMBERS: E x a c t l y . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: -- and 

r e a l i z i n g t h a t i t a f f e c t s a w i d e r s p e c t r u m o f 

our s o c i e t y . 

MS. CHAMBERS: Y e s . 
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REPRESENTATIVE HENNESSEY: Thank y o u . 

Thank y o u , Madam C h a i r m a n . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: O t h e r q u e s t i o n s ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e W a t s o n . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATSON: Thank y o u , 

Madam C h a i r m a n . 

Good m o r n i n g . And I t h a n k you f o r 

t e s t i f y i n g . 

I l o o k e d a t y o u r t e s t i m o n y a g a i n 

where you a c t u a l l y b u l l e t - p o i n t s u g g e s t i o n s o r 

what y ou see as a s u c c e s s f u l p r o g r a m t o 

i n c o r p o r a t e . When you s a y " a l l o w l o c a l 

s e a r c h i n g t o b e g i n w i t h i n , " y o u mean -¬

" t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s o f r e p o r t e d d i s a p p e a r a n c e , " 

I assume what y o u ' r e s u g g e s t i n g t o us i s t h a t , 

b a s e d on t h e a n e c d o t e s t h a t y o u g a v e , i t ' s 

c r i t i c a l t h a t s e a r c h i n g b e g i n b e f o r e a t w e n t y -

f o u r - h o u r p e r i o d b e c a u s e i t i s u s u a l l y d u r i n g 

t h a t t i m e when someone comes t o some k i n d o f 

harm -¬

MS. CHAMBERS: E x a c t l y . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATSON: -- i n t h i s 

s i t u a t i o n . 

MS. CHAMBERS: Y e s . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATSON: And I know 
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t h a t -- I b e l i e v e , and I 'm s u r e w e ' l l h e a r 

some t e s t i m o n y , t h a t u s u a l l y t h e p r o t o c o l i s 

a l w a y s , y o u w a i t t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s t o see -¬

i n r e g u l a r m i s s i n g p e r s o n s , y o u know, t o see 

i f someone t u r n s up, w h a t e v e r i t m i g h t b e . 

But i t i s -- I j u s t want t o be c a r e f u l t h a t 

w h a t e v e r we d e t e r m i n e , y o u r r e c o m m e n d a t i o n 

w o u l d be w o r k i n g w i t h -- w h e t h e r i t ' s l o c a l 

p o l i c e , o r i n some c a s e s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , n o t 

where I am f r o m , b u t I know t h a t t h e l o c a l 

p o l i c e w o u l d be t h e s t a t e p o l i c e . B u t i t i s 

y o u r r e c o m m e n d a t i o n t h a t i t a l l t a k e p l a c e o r 

b e g i n b e f o r e t h a t t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r -¬

MS. CHAMBERS: E x a c t l y . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATSON: -- b e c a u s e 

t h a t ' s t h e c r i t i c a l p e r i o d . 

MS. CHAMBERS: Y e s . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATSON: O k a y . I j u s t 

w a n t e d t o be c l e a r on t h a t . 

Thank you v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: O t h e r q u e s t i o n s f r o m 

com m i t t e e me mbe r s ? 

A l l r i g h t . Thank you v e r y much, M i s s 

C hambers. 

MS. CHAMBERS: Thank y o u . 
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CHAIRMAN MUNDY: A p p r e c i a t e y o u r 

t e s t i m o n y a nd t h e work o f t h e A l z h e i m e r ' s 

A s s o c i a t i o n . 

N e x t we have t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e 

P o l i c e , C a p t a i n B r e t Waggoner, d i r e c t o r o f t h e 

S p e c i a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n s D i v i s i o n , B u r e a u o f 

C r i m i n a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

T h anks so much, C a p t a i n , f o r c o m i n g 

t o d a y . A p p r e c i a t e y o u r b e i n g h e r e . 

CAPTAI N WAGGONER: Thank y o u , Madam 

C h a i r m a n . And good m o r n i n g . 

As i n t r o d u c e d , I 'm B r e t Waggoner, 

c a p t a i n w i t h t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e 

w i t h t h e B u r e a u o f C r i m i n a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

W i t h me t o d a y i s C o r p o r a l R i c k B r a m h a l l . The 

r e a s o n I b r o u g h t R i c k i s h e 's a c t u a l l y i n t h e 

f i e l d . He's a s s i g n e d t o T r o o p F, 

M o n t o u r s v i l l e, C r i m i n a l I n v e s t i g a t i o n 

A s s e s s m e n t . 

As f a r as t h e Amber A l e r t s y s t e m , 

w h i c h I know y o u ' r e a l l f a m i l i a r w i t h , R i c k i s 

a c t u a l l y h a n d s - o n w i t h t h a t s y s t e m , has a l o t 

o f e x p e r i e n c e . And a l t h o u g h we're l o o k i n g , i n 

t h i s s i t u a t i o n , away f r o m t h e Amber s i t u a t i o n , 

he d oes b r i n g s p e c i f i c k n o w l e d g e t o i t t h a t , 
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when i t comes t o t h e q u e s t i o n - a n d - a n s w e r 

p e r i o d , he may be a b l e t o more a p p r o p r i a t e l y 

a d d r e s s . 

I do commend y o u r c o m m i t t e e f o r 

t a k i n g t h i s i s s u e on, b e c a u s e we r e a l i z e how 

s e r i o u s i t i s . I t r i e d t o e q u a t e -- i f c o u l d 

I b a c k up a s e c o n d , I do have some, i n 

p a r a g r a p h f o r m , t e s t i m o n y t h a t I assume i s i n 

f r o n t o f y o u . T h a t ' s f o r y o u r r e a d i n g . 

The way I p r e s e n t t h i s i s w e ' l l , more 

or l e s s , be g o i n g o v e r t h a t p a r a g r a p h by 

p a r a g r a p h , b u t I won't be r e a d i n g f r o m i t 

v e r b a t i m , j u s t t r y t o make my p o i n t f r o m t h e 

b u l l e t n o t e s I have h e r e . 

As I t h o u g h t a b o u t t h i s s i t u a t i o n , 

t h e o n l y t h i n g I c o u l d e q u a t e i t t o i n my 

p e r s o n a l l i f e -- I t h i n k t h a t ' s a l w a y s 

i m p o r t a n t , y o u r b a c k g r o u n d -- t o g e t a 

p e r s p e c t i v e on i t , i s a two -- my t w o - y e a r - o l d 

son -- t h i s g o es b a c k many y e a r s ago -- f o r 

t h a t t h r e e o r f o u r m i n u t e s , he was m i s s i n g as 

f a r as we were c o n c e r n e d . He r e a l l y w a s n ' t 

mis s i n g . He was r i g h t t h e r e a t a c h u r c h 

p i c n i c o f a b o u t a t h o u s a n d p e o p l e . B u t he 

w a n d e r e d away f r o m u s . 
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And i f anyone e v e r g oes t h r o u g h t h a t , 

w h e t h e r i t ' s a c h i l d o r a p a r e n t , i t i s -- i t 

has t o be one o f t h e most d e v a s t a t i n g f e e l i n g s 

t o h a p p e n . So I c a n r e l a t e t o i t . 

A g a i n , f o r t u n a t e l y , we f o u n d h i m 

w i t h i n t h r e e o r f o u r m i n u t e s . He had j u s t 

w a n d e r e d o f f t o t h e p l a y g r o u n d . Of c o u r s e , I 

f e l t l i k e a d e l i n q u e n t p a r e n t f o r a l l o w i n g 

t h a t t o h a p p e n . B u t I -- i t i s s o m e t h i n g t h a t 

we c a n r e l a t e , t o know how s e r i o u s s o m e t h i n g 

l i k e t h i s i s . 

So t h a t ' s why, as l a w e n f o r c e m e n t 

o f f i c e r s , i t i s i m p o r t a n t f o r us t o work and 

do o u r l e v e l b e s t t o l o o k a t o u r p o l i c i e s , t o 

l o o k a t what we have i n p l a c e t h a t we c a n 

b r i n g t h e s e s i t u a t i o n s t o a s u c c e s s f u l 

r e s o l u t i o n . 

I won't s t i c k t o Amber t o o much. 

T h a t i s o u r b a c k g r o u n d . We've been 

e x p e r i e n c e d w i t h i t , I t h i n k i t was 20 0 2. B u t 

t h e s i t u a t i o n w i t h Amber as i t r e l a t e s t o 

t h i s , t h e r e i s v e r y s t r i c t c r i t e r i a f o r 

a c t i v a t i n g , f o r g i v i n g an Amber A l e r t . 

F i r s t o f f , a c h i l d -- i t has t o be a 

c h i l d , someone l e s s t h a n e i g h t e e n y e a r s o f 
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a g e . T h e r e has t o be an a b d u c t i o n i n v o l v e d o r 

i n d i c a t i o n o f an a b d u c t i o n . T h a t r e a l l y 

n a r r o w s t h e s c o p e o f how Amber c a n be u s e d . 

O b v i o u s l y , t h e s i t u a t i o n we're d i s c u s s i n g h e r e 

t h i s m o r n i n g , t h e y d o n ' t a p p l y . 

E v e n s o , t h e r e a r e s i t u a t i o n s , l i k e I 

s a i d , m i s s i n g a d u l t s w i t h s p e c i a l n e e d s , 

h o u r l y , and e v e n m i s s i n g c h i l d r e n who a r e 

o u t s i d e t h e Amber p a r a m e t e r . T h e r e ' s n o t an 

i n d i c a t i o n o f a b d u c t i o n , b u t t h e y ' r e s t i l l 

m i s s i n g . What can we do f o r them? 

One o f t h e p r i mary co n c e r n s we, a t 

t h e s t a t e p o l i c e , have f o r e x p a n d i n g t h e 

o v e r a l l i n c l u s i o n i s t h e w o r d " a l e r t " as i t 

i s . We a r e v e r y p r o t e c t i v e o f t h e Amber 

p r o g r a m b e c a u s e o f t h e s u c c e s s o f i t . And 

w h e n e v e r we t a l k a b o u t a d d i n g o t h e r a l e r t s as 

named a l e r t s , i t c a u s e s a l i t t l e c o n c e r n , 

b e c a u s e one o f t h e t h i n g s we d o n ' t want t o 

happen i s t o have -- i s f o r t h e p u b l i c , t h e 

m a i n r e s o u r c e i n t h e r e c o v e r y , t o become 

d e s e n s i t i z e d . 

I t r i e d — I w i l l g i v e you an e x a m p l e 

t o t a l l y u n r e l a t e d t o what we're t a l k i n g 

a b o u t : R e a l i t y s h o w s . O n e , two r e a l i t y shows 
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came o n T V , t h e n what do we h a v e ? We have an 

e x p l o s i o n , so much so t h a t i f you f l i p p e d t h e 

d i a l -- i t ' s e x a g g e r a t i n g , b u t e v e r y t h r e e 

c h a n n e l s , you f a l l i n t o a r e a l i t y show. We 

d o n ' t want t h a t t o h a p p e n w i t h e m e r g e n c y 

a l e r t s . T h e r e ' s so many o u t t h e r e t h a t t h e 

w o r s e t h i n g t h a t c o u l d h a p p e n i s t h e p u b l i c 

becomes d e s e n s i t i z e d t o t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t ' s 

b e i n g d i s t r i b u t e d . 

A n o t h e r e x a m p l e -- t h i s b a c k f i r e d on 

me t h e l a s t t i m e I u s e d i t i n a p r i v a t e 

c o n v e r s a t i o n , b u t I ' l l g i v e i t a r u n -- i s a 

c a r a l a r m . I f I p a r k my c a r i n a m a l l p a r k i n g 

l o t and I g e t o u t and I s t a r t w a l k i n g i n 

t o w a r d s t h e m a l l and I h e a r a c a r a l a r m , 

w h a t ' s t h e f i r s t t h i n g t h a t I t h i n k o f ? I 

d o n ' t t h i n k o f c a r t h e f t . T h a t ' s t h e p u r p o s e 

o f t h e c a r a l a r m . I t ' s t o p r e v e n t c a r t h e f t . 

T h a t ' s n o t what I t h i n k . I t h i n k , 

someone m i s s e d a k e y , someone r e a c h e d b a c k 

i n t o t h e c a r t o u n l o c k i t i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y , 

b e c a u s e I 've done i t m y s e l f on my H o n d a . On 

a t l e a s t t h r e e o c c a s i o n s , I 've i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y 

done i t and t h e a l a r m g oes o f f . T h a t ' s what 

we d o n ' t want t o h a p p e n w i t h any t y p e o f 
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a d d i t i o n a l a l e r t s we p u t o u t t h e r e . 

S o , w i t h t h a t i n m i n d , t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e , i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h 

t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a Amber A l e r t s t a k e h o l d e r s and 

t h e N a t i o n a l C e n t e r f o r M i s s i n g and E x p l o i t e d 

C h i l d r e n d e v e l o p e d what i s c a l l e d M i s s i n g and 

E n d a n g e r e d P e r s ons A d v i s o r y S y s t e m , o r t h e 

a c r o n y m MEPAS. 

What i s a MEPAS? I t ' s t o o f f e r 

i n v e s t i g a t i n g a g e n c i e s t h e a b i l i t y t o t r a n s m i t 

i n f o r m a t i o n t o t h e p u b l i c r a p i d l y a c r o s s a 

b r o a d s p e c t r u m o f t e c h n o l o g y w i t h o u t 

i n t e r r u p t i n g b r o a d c a s t p r o g r a m m i n g , e x c e p t a t 

t h e d i s c r e t i o n o f t h e b r o a d c a s t i n g e n t i t i e s . 

T h a t w o u l d be up t o them i f t h e y w o u l d do 

t h a t . 

The MEPAS w o u l d use e x i s t i n g , s e c u r e 

e - m a i l s y s t e m s t o n o t i f y r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n 

s t a t i o n s o f a m i s s i n g p e r s o n i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

T h i s n o t i f i c a t i o n p r o v i d e s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

f u r t h e r d i s t r i b u t e t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t o t h e 

p u b l i c i n a t i m e l y m a n n e r . 

M o v i n g on t o a d d r e s s t h e d i f f e r e n t 

b i l l s t h a t we're l o o k i n g a t t o d a y . As I add 

my comments, I d o n ' t want t o t a k e away f r o m 
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t h e o v e r a l l e f f o r t o f w h a t ' s g o i n g on h e r e . I 

f u l l y r e c o g n i z e t h a t i t ' s v e r y good what we're 

d o i n g , so I d o n ' t want my comments t o a p p e a r 

o v e r l y c r i t i c a l o r d e t r a c t f r o m t h e i n t e n t . 

B u t r e g a r d i n g House B i l l 122, some 

t h i n g s we n o t i c e d as we r e a d t h r o u g h t h e 

b i l l . And t h i s one i s t h e one e s t a b l i s h i n g 

t h e S e n i o r A l e r t S y s t e m . A l t h o u g h t i t l e d 

S e n i o r A l e r t S y s t e m , t h e s y s t e m a p p l i e s t o 

anyone e i g h t e e n y e a r s and o l d e r . T h a t , by 

name, c o u l d c a u s e a l i t t l e c o n f u s i o n w i t h t h e 

p u b l i c . Whenever you h e a r t h e word " s e n i o r , " 

what do you t h i n k o f ? I t h i n k o f what someone 

m i g h t have s a i d t o d a y , s i x t y - f i v e o r o l d e r . I 

d o n ' t t h i n k o f a n i n e t e e n - , t w e n t y - y e a r - o l d . 

A n d , you k n o w , c o n v e r s e l y , w i t h t h i s 

p r o p o s a l , i t d o e s n ' t a l l o w l a w e n f o r c e m e n t t o 

u s e , i n a s i t u a t i o n where t h e c h i l d o r t h e 

m i s s i n g p e r s o n i s l e s s t h a n e i g h t e e n and t h e y 

d o n ' t meet t h a t Amber c r i t e r i a , i f y ou r e c a l l , 

a b o u t a b d u c t i o n . We c o u l d have a m i s s i n g 

c h i l d , t e n y e a r s o l d , t h a t i s n o t an a b d u c t i o n 

s i t u a t i o n . T h e r e i s no e v i d e n c e o f t h a t . B u t 

by t h e way t h i s i s w r i t t e n , we won't be a b l e 

t o a p p l y t h i s s y s t e m b e c a u s e t h e y ' r e l e s s t h a n 
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e i g h t e e n y e a r s o f a g e . 

The House B i l l 122 c o n t a i n s s p e c i f i c 

i n v e s t i g a t i v e p r o c e d u r e s f o r l a w e n f o r c e m e n t 

t o f o l l o w i n c o n d u c t i n g a m i s s i n g p e r s o n 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n . And I 'm n o t so s u r e i t ' s 

w r i t t e n as " s h a l l , " so t h e r e p o s s i b l y i s some 

l eeway h e r e . 

One o f t h e t h i n g s i s a r e q u i r e m e n t 

f o r l a w e n f o r c e m e n t t o c o m p l e t e t h e a s s o c i a t e d 

r e p o r t w i t h i n f i v e h o u r s . I w i l l assume t h a t 

t h e l e g i s l a t i v e i n t e n t w i t h t h a t i s n ' t a f i n a l 

r e p o r t , d o t t e d on t h e l i n e , s u b m i t t e d t o t h e 

s u p e r v i s o r . I'm j u s t g o i n g t o t a k e t h e l e a d 

t h e r e and assume t h a t ' s n o t what t h e i n t e n t 

w a s . The i n t e n t was t o g e t t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 

o u t w i t h i n f i v e h o u r s . W h i c h I d o n ' t know i f 

we c a n p u t an a r b i t r a r y f i g u r e , n u m b e r , on how 

q u i c k l y i t goes o u t . 

O n l y t h i n g I want t o s t r e s s i s when 

y o u ' r e f o l l o w i n g up l e a d s , when you a r e s t i l l 

d o i n g i n t e r v i e w s , when y o u ' r e g e t t i n g 

i n f o r m a t i o n , t h e c l o c k k e e p s r o l l i n g . The 

i m p o r t a n t t h i n g i s t o g e t enough a c c u r a t e 

i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t y o u c a n do some s o r t o f 

e m e r g e n c y a d v i s o r y . B u t as f a r as c o m p l e t i n g 

36 



a r e p o r t , t h a t ' s e s s e n t i a l l y p r o b a b l y n o t 

p o s s i b l e i n most s i t u a t i o n s . 

And t h e o t h e r t h i n g , a m i n o r t h i n g I 

n o t e d , i t d i r e c t e d l a w e n f o r c e m e n t t o a c t u a l l y 

s p e a k w i t h t h e p e r s o n m a k i n g t h e r e p o r t and 

g e t i n p u t f r o m them how f a r t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n 

o f t h e i n f o r m a t i o n c a n g o . I t h i n k i n most 

c a s e s l a w e n f o r c e m e n t , f r o m t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 

t h e y g i v e , c a n make t h a t d e c i s i o n , d e p e n d i n g 

on t h e p a t t e r n o f t h e p e r s o n , d e p e n d i n g on 

where t h e y have o t h e r r e l a t i v e s , how f a r t o 

d i s t r i b u t e t h e i n f o r m a t i o n . 

M o v i n g on t o House B i l l 726, known as 

t h e S i l v e r A l e r t S y s t e m , t h e b i l l d i r e c t s t h e 

P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e t o work i n 

c o n j u n c t i on w i t h t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g t o 

e s t a b l i s h an a l e r t s y s t e m f o r s e n i o r s . As 

d e s c r i b e d , t h e y a r e s i x t y - f i v e y e a r s o f age 

and o l d e r . 

The one t h i n g a b o u t t h a t i s , I t h i n k 

i t was a l r e a d y a l l u d e d t o i n t h e p r i o r 

t e s t i m o n y f r o m t h e A l z h e i m e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n , 

what i f you r u n i n t o a s i t u a t i o n , e v e r y t h i n g ' s 

t h e same b u t t h e p e r s o n ' s s i x t y y e a r s o l d and 

t h e y have d e m e n t i a . I t h i n k t h e way i t ' s 
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w r i t t e n w o u l d n o t a p p l y b e c a u s e t h e y ' r e n o t 

s i x t y - f i v e . So, a g a i n , p u t t i n g an age on i t 

c o u l d -- c o u l d c a u s e some r e s t r i c t i o n s 

p r o b a b l y n o t i n t e n d e d . 

The b i l l p l a c e s s i g n i f i c a n t 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g . I n 

b r i e f l y t a l k i n g t o t h e g e n t l e m a n f r o m t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g , I t r i e d t o g e t a f e e l , 

b e c a u s e I d i d n ' t know, a r e t h e y s t a f f e d 

t w e n t y - f o u r / s e v e n t o h a n d l e s o m e t h i n g l i k e 

t h a t ? B e c a u s e t h e s e t h i n g s c o u l d come i n t h e 

m i d d l e o f t h e n i g h t . 

I t h i n k -- t h e y do have a h o t l i n e f o r 

f u r t h e r i s s u e s . I w i l l assume t h a t c o u l d be 

e x p a n d e d , b u t I d o n ' t know a t t h i s c u r r e n t 

p o i n t w h e t h e r t h e y ' r e r e a d y t o go i n a 

s i t u a t i o n l i k e t h i s , t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s a d a y s , 

s e v e n d a y s a week. 

And, a g a i n , as I p r e v i o u s l y 

m e n t i o n e d , t h e age i s s u e t h e r e a t s i x t y - f i v e . 

The g e n t l e m a n m e n t i o n e d S e n a t e B i l l 

976, and t h a t ' s i n c l u d e d i n my r e m a r k s . T h i s 

s e n a t e b i l l was d r a f t e d i n c o o r d i n a t i o n w i t h 

t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e and w i t h t h e 
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P e n n s y l v a n i a Amber A l e r t s t a k e h o l d e r s , so I do 

a s k , as y ou go t h r o u g h y o u r p r o c e s s , y o u j u s t 

c o n s i d e r t h a t . And I w i l l h i g h l i g h t some o f 

t h e p o i n t s o f t h a t . 

When I s a y t h a t , i t was a c t u a l l y o u r 

Amber p e o p l e t h a t s a t down w i t h S e n a t o r 

O'Pake's o f f i c e when t h a t was d r a f t e d f o r 

i n p u t . And t h a t i n c l u d e d , as I s a i d , t h e 

s t a k e h o l d e r s . 

E s s e n t i a l l y , what i t d o e s , i t amends 

t h e cu r r e n t Amb e r A l e r t l a w t o es t a b l i s h 

MEPAS, as I p r e v i o u s l y d e f i n e d as M i s s i n g 

E n d a n g e r e d P e r s o n A d v i s o r y S y s t e m . I t u s e s 

p a r t s o f t h e e x i s t i n g and p r o v e n Amber A l e r t 

f r a m e w o r k t o a s s i s t i n t h e r e c o v e r y o f any 

m i s s i n g p e r s o n -- i t ' s n o t age s p e c i f i c -¬

r e g a r d l e s s o f age, who i s p r o v e n t o be m i s s i n g 

and e n d a n g e r e d . 

P a r t o f t h e e f f o r t i n c l u d e s 

e s t a b l i s h i n g a s y s t e m , as I a l s o p r e v i o u s , t o 

a v o i d a l e r t s . And, a g a i n , t h a t g oes b a c k t o 

our p r o t e c t i v e n e s s o f t h e Amber p r o g r a m , t o 

n o t -- t o k e e p t h a t s e p a r a t e , so as t o n o t 

d e s e n s i t i z e o r c o n f u s e t h e p u b l i c . 

We have -- what we a t t e m p t e d t o do 
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h e r e i s f o c u s on a c a t c h - a l l s y s t e m t h a t c a n 

be u s e d i n v a r i o u s s i t u a t i o n s o u t s i d e t h e 

Amber s y s t e m . Many s t a t e s have a l r e a d y 

i m p l e m e n t e d t h i s t y p e o f a d v i s o r y s y s t e m , as 

t h e g e n t l e m a n a l l u d e d t o . I t h i n k a b o u t 

t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e f i f t y s t a t e s , and t h a t ' s 

r i g h t on w i t h what we h a v e . We a r e l o o k i n g a t 

a b o u t t h i r t y - f o u r s t a t e s have some s o r t o f 

s y s t e m b e y o n d an Amber s y s t e m a l r e a d y 

e s t a b l i s h e d . 

And what we're p r o p o s i n g h e r e w i t h 

S e n a t e B i l l 976 i s use t h e t e s t e d m e t h o d o l o g y 

t h a t we a l r e a d y have i n p l a c e f o r A mber. 

So t h a t c o n c l u d e s my f o r m a l r e m a r k s . 

A g a i n , I do complement you f o r what y o u ' r e 

d o i n g h e r e , b e c a u s e I do see i t as n e c e s s a r y . 

The P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e P o l i c e see i t as 

n e c e s s a r y . And i t i s a good t h i n g , and I 

s a l u t e y o u f o r i t . 

I ' l l be g l a d t o t a k e y o u r q u e s t i o n s 

a t t h i s t i m e . I may k i c k them o v e r t o 

C o r p o r a l B r a m h a l l , b e c a u s e , as I a l l u d e d t o 

e a r l i e r , I c o n s i d e r h i m as b e i n g one o f o u r 

s i x d e s i g n e e s , i s somewhat o f a s u b j e c t e x p e r t 

on t h e e m e r g e n c y a l e r t s y s t e m . 
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Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: Thank y o u . C a p t a i n . 

A p p r e c i a t e y o u r t e s t i m o n y v e r y much. 

I ' d l o v e t o move t h e s e n a t e b i l l , 

e x c e p t t h a t i t ' s n o t i n my c o m m i t t e e . B u t i t 

i s h e l p f u l t o know t h a t i t was d r a f t e d i n 

c o n j u n c t i on w i t h y o u r d e p a r t m e n t . And p e r h a p s 

we c a n do some amendments t h a t w o u l d be more 

c l o s e l y r e f l e c t t h e s e n a t e b i l l . So t h a t i s 

v e r y h e l p f u l i n f o r m a t i o n . 

Can y o u t e l l me what -- what h a p p e n s 

now when t h e r e i s a m i s s i n g p e r s o n -- n o t t h e 

Amber A l e r t b u t a m i s s i n g p e r s o n ? What r o l e 

d o es t h e s t a t e p o l i c e p l a y now? What t i m e 

f r a m e does t h a t o c c u r i n , y o u r a c t i v i t y , y o u r 

r o l e ? And how does t h a t a l l w o r k ? 

CAPTAI N WAGGONER: I ' l l a n s wer t h a t 

i n i t i a l l y , and t h e n y o u c a n k i c k i n w i t h any 

more s p e c i f i c c omments. 

I f we g e t a c a l l f o r a m i s s i n g 

p e r s o n , w e ' l l go o u t t o t h e s c e n e , and say i t 

i s an a d u l t , w e ' l l c o n d u c t an i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

r i g h t t h e n and t h e r e . T h e r e d o e s n ' t -¬

t h e r e ' s no s e t t i m e l i m i t as f a r as w a i t i n g . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: So t h i s -- so t h e 
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t w e n t y - f o u r - h o u r p e r i o d t h a t k e e p s b e i n g 

r e f e r r e d t o i s s i m p l y t h a t ' s t h e t i m e f r a m e 

d u r i n g w h i c h we're most l i k e l y t o f i n d a 

p e r s o n who's m i s s i n g . You want t o g e t t o i t 

as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e . B u t , f r o m y o u r 

p e r s p e c t i v e , t h e r e i s no r e q u i r e m e n t t h a t you 

w a i t f o r someone t o be m i s s i n g f o r t w e n t y - f o u r 

h o u r s . I t h i n k p e o p l e g e t t h a t f r o m 

t e l e v i s i o n . 

CAPTAIN WAGGONER: Y o u ' r e e x a c t l y 

r i g h t , t h a t ' s where t h e y d o . C a l l us b a c k i n 

t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s . N o. We t a k e i m m e d i a t e -¬

t h e r e ' s c e r t a i n s t e p s we c a n t a k e i m m e d i a t e l y 

f o r t h a t i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: O k a y . And t h e n what 

h a p p e n s a f t e r t h a t ? You go o u t t o t h e s c e n e 

and y o u b e g i n t o i n v e s t i g a t e . 

CORPORAL BRAMHALL: Y e s , ma'am. 

T h a t ' s c o r r e c t . J u s t l i k e t h e c a p t a i n s a i d , 

t h e r e s p o n s e i s i m m e d i a t e . And t h e r e i s no 

t w e n t y - f o u r - h o u r w a i t i n g p e r i o d . 

I f t h e r e a r e s p e c i a l i s s u e s , y o u 

know, s p e c i a l n e e d s , d e m e n t i a , A l z h e i m e r ' s , 

a u t i s m o r a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t , you know, t h a t 

e n t r y c a n be made i n t o t h e N a t i o n a l C r i m e 
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I n f o r m a t i o n C e n t e r c o m p u t e r , t h e NCI C 

c o m p u t e r , i m m e d i a t e l y as s o o n as t h e 

i n f o r m a t i o n ' s g a i n e d , b e c a u s e t h a t p e r s o n i s 

or w o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d e n d a n g e r e d b e c a u s e o f 

t h e i r c o n d i t i o n . 

So i t d o e s n ' t r e q u i r e any k i n d o f 

w a i t i n g p e r i o d . The o n l y t i m e p e r i o d t h a t 

w o u l d p a s s b e f o r e t h e r e ' s an e n t r y i n t o t h e -¬

i n t o t h e n a t i o n a l c o m p u t e r w o u l d s i m p l y be i n 

g a t h e r i n g t h e i n f o r m a t i o n . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: So when you b e g i n 

t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n , a t what p o i n t do you n o t i f y 

t h e p u b l i c t h r o u g h t h e m e d i a , t h e r a d i o , t h e 

t e l e v i s i o n ? What t r i g g e r s t h a t ? And w h a t ' s 

t h e t i m e f r a m e f o r d o i n g s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t ? 

CORPORAL BRAMHALL: W e l l , t h e way t h e 

s i t u a t i o n e x i s t s r i g h t now i n t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 

S t a t e P o l i c e , as i n most l o c a l p o l i c e 

d e p a r t m e n t s , t h a t n o t i f i c a t i o n t o t h e p u b l i c 

w o u l d o c c u r by means o f a p u b l i c i n f o r m a t i o n 

r e p o r t o r news r e l e a s e t o t h e m e d i a . 

And i n w h a t ' s p r o p o s e d i n S e n a t e B i l l 

976 , t h e MEPAS, what t h a t w o u l d a l l o w us t o do 

i s u t i l i z e t h e f r a m e w o r k t h a t i s a l r e a d y u s e d 

i n t h e Amber A l e r t , y o u know, t h a t b e i n g t h e 
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e m e r g e n c y a l e r t s y s t e m t h r o u g h o u t 

P e n n s y l v a n i a , t o p u t t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n f o r 

mis s i n g e n d a n g e r e d p e r s o n o f a l l a g es who 

d o n ' t meet t h e Amber c r i t e r i a due t o age o r 

o t h e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s , t o p u t t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n 

o u t t o t h e m e d i a i n a much more t i m e l y 

m a n n e r . B e c a u s e , you know, as you c a n i m a g i n e 

when s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h i s o c c u r s , i t ' s v e r y 

b u r d e n s o m e , s o m e t i m e s , on t h e p o l i c e 

d e p a r t m e n t i n t r y i n g t o o r g a n i z a t i o n s e a r c h e s , 

e t c e t e r a , e t c e t e r a . And so t h e r e ' s some 

d e l a y b e t w e e n when t h e i n f o r m a t i o n i s o b t a i n e d 

and s e a r c h e s a r e o r g a n i z e d and b e g i n t o o c c u r 

and an a c t u a l m e d i a r e l e a s e g o e s o u t . 

T h i s w o u l d e n a b l e us t o g e t t h e m e d i a 

a l e r t o u t q u i c k e r t o h e l p t h a t p o l i c e 

d e p a r t m e n t a t a t i m e when t h e y c e r t a i n l y c o u l d 

use i t . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: So t h e r e i s no 

p a r t i c u l a r t i m e f r a m e . I t ' s j u s t w h e n e v e r y o u 

f e e l i t ' s n e c e s s a r y . 

CORPORAL BRAMHALL: Y e s , I w o u l d say 

t h a t ' s c o r r e c t . T h e r e i s no t i m e f r a m e . And, 

you know, i t o f t e n comes down t o a m a t t e r o f 

as s o o n as someone c a n g e t t o c o m p l e t i n g t h a t 
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m e d i a r e l e a s e o r t h a t news r e l e a s e . 

CAPTAI N WAGGONER: J u s t a f u r t h e r 

p o i n t o f c l a r i f i c a t i o n , t h e r e i s i n t e r n a l , 

w i t h i n p o l i c i n g , i n f o r m a t i o n s y s t e m , t o p a s s 

i t o n . Those a r e n ' t open t o t h e p u b l i c . B u t 

t h e c o r p o r a l m e n t i o n e d N C I C . We a l s o has what 

i s c a l l e d CLEAN, Commonwealth Law E n f o r c e m e n t 

N e t w o r k , and i f we do s e n d one o f t h o s e o u t 

t h e n t h a t c a n be c o n t r o l l e d as f a r as how many 

m i l es i t g o e s . So t h a t ' s open f o r a l l 

P e n n s y l v a n i a l a w e n f o r c e m e n t . They 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h a t , so t h e y g e t t h e 

i n f o r m a t i o n . 

As an a g e n c y , we do f o u r - h o u r 

r e p o r t i n g , where we s e n d o u t -- and t h a t ' s 

done t h r o u g h e - m a i l s . So we do have i t p r e t t y 

w e l l c o v e r e d as f a r as i n t e r n a l l y w i t h i n l a w 

e n f o r c e m e n t , b u t we're j u s t -- as you a r e 

l o o k i n g t o e xpa nd i t t o t h e pu b l i c . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: R i g h t . O k a y . Thank 

y o u . 

O t h e r c o m m i t t e e members have 

q u e s t i o n s ? 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e W a t s o n . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATSON: Thank y o u , 
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Madam C h a i r m a n . 

G e n t l e m e n , good m o r n i n g . And t h a n k 

you v e r y much f o r b e i n g h e r e . 

I was j u s t t r y i n g , as I r e a d t h r o u g h 

y o u r t e s t i m o n y and l i s t e n e d t o y ou s u m m a r i z e , 

w o u l d i t be -- and I d o n ' t want t o p u t words 

i n y o u r mouth -- w o u l d i t be t h a t y o u r 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n w o u l d be t h a t c o n t i n u e t h e 

Amber A l e r t , t h e r e ' s o n l y , f o r t h e p u b l i c ' s 

p e r c e p t i o n , one name t h a t goes o u t t h e r e , b u t 

i f I were t o do my E n g l i s h t e a c h e r b a c k g r o u n d 

and o u t l i n e , u n d e r t h e roman n u m e r a l Amber 

A l e r t , w o u l d be c a t e g o r i e s , t h e A, B, and C s . 

And we w o u l d f o l d i n t h o s e who have some f o r m 

o f a d e m e n t i a , what m i g h t be, r e g a r d l e s s o f 

age, i n t o one c a t e g o r y , much l i k e y o u have t h e 

c a t e g o r y f o u r , c h i l d r e n who a r e b e l i e v e d t o 

have b e e n t a k e n by a p e r s o n known o r unknown 

who d o e s n ' t have c u s t o d y . 

I s t h a t what I 'm g e t t i n g ? So, i n 

e f f e c t 

CAPTAI N WAGGONER: I ' l l a n s wer t h a t 

by t h r o w i n g a q u e s t i o n b a c k . I t ' s my 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g what y o u ' r e s a y i n g , roman 

n u m e r a l one w o u l d be Amber A l e r t . Then we 
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w o u l d see i t as roman n u m e r a l two w i t h t h e 

MEPAS, w h i c h i s t h e c a t c h - a l l f o r a l l o t h e r 

s i t u a t i o n s . 

REPRESENTATIVE WATSON: Okay. A l l 

r i g h t . B u t you w o u l d u se a l o t o f t h e same -¬

t h e s y s t e m y o u a l r e a d y have s e t up f o r 

p r o t o c o l s a nd who g e t s c o n t a c t e d when and t h e 

s c o p e o f an i n v e s t i g a t i o n , t h a t w o u l d a l l be 

t h e same, b e c a u s e t h a t method has w o r k e d , 

r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e age o r m e n t a l a c u i t y o f -¬

I ' l l c a l l i t v i c t i m s , n o t r e a l l y v i c t i m b u t 

t h e mi s s i ng p e r s o n . 

CAPTAI N WAGGONER: C o r r e c t . The 

s t r u c t u r e ' s a l l t h e r e . We w o u l d be u s i n g t h e 

same s t r u c t u r e . 

REPRESENTATI VE WATSON: O k a y . T h a t 

h e l p s me t r y t o f i g u r e o u t what b i l l a nd what 

we s h o u l d be d o i n g . 

Thank you v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: C h a i r m a n H e n n e s s e y . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: Thank y o u , 

Madam C h a i r m a n . 

C a p t a i n , C o r p o r a l , r e c e n t l y I h e a r d 

on t h e news some d i s c u s s i o n where p o l i c e 

d e p a r t m e n t s a r e a c t u a l l y r e a c h i n g o u t t o --
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e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e c i t i e s -- t a x i d r i v e r s , w i t h 

t a x i c a b d i s p a t c h e r s q u i c k l y g e t t i n g t h e 

i n f o r m a t i o n , so t h a t t h e r e a r e more -- you 

know, n o t j u s t i n t h e b r o a d c a s t i n g i t t o t h e 

p o l i c e o f f i c e r s t o be on t h e w a t c h f o r 

somebody i n t h e l o c a l l o c a l e , b u t a l s o 

n o t i f y i n g t h e t a x i c a b d i s p a t c h e r t o t r y t o 

g e t t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n o u t t o -- i n t h e s e n s e 

j u s t p u t t i n g more e y e s on t h e s t r e e t as t h e 

t a x i c a b d r i v e r s go a b o u t t h e i r d a i l y w o r k . 

I t w o u l d seem t o me t h a t t h a t m i g h t 

be s o m e t h i n g t h a t we w o u l d -- t h r o u g h p o l i c e 

e f f o r t s -- we d o n ' t want t o do i t 

l e g i s l a t i v e l y , I d o n ' t t h i n k . I d o n ' t know 

w h e t h e r we c o u l d p r o p e r l y h a n d l e t h a t i n 

t r y i n g t o d r a f t a b i l l t h a t w o u l d c o v e r t h a t . 

B u t i t w o u l d seem t o me t h a t t h a t m i g h t be an 

avenue a p p r o a c h t h a t PSP m i g h t want t o l o o k 

i n t o t o see w h e t h e r o r n o t -- c e r t a i n l y i n t h e 

a r e a s where t h e y have e s t a b l i s h e d d i s p a t c h e r s 

f o r t a x i c a b s , you m i g h t want t o l o o k i n t o 

s e e i n g w h e t h e r you c a n i n c o r p o r a t e them i n t o 

t h e MEPAS s y s t e m o r some o t h e r t y p e o f s y s t e m 

t h a t we m i g h t d e v e l o p as a r e s u l t o f t h i s 

h e a r i n g and t h e l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t ' s r u n n i n g . 
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CAPTAIN WAGGONER: I f I c o u l d j u s t 

comment t o t h a t . T h a t ' s an e x c e l l e n t i d e a . 

What we c o n s t a n t l y do w i t h t h e Amber 

p r o g r a m i s l o o k i n g f o r a d d i t i o n a l 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n a v e n u e s . I ' l l g i v e y o u an 

e x a m p l e . The l o t t e r y has come on b o a r d some 

t i m e b a c k , where once we have an Amber A l e r t , 

when t h e t i c k e t p r i n t s o u t f o r t h e l o t t e r y 

t i c k e t , t h e r e w i l l be i n f o r m a t i o n on t h a t 

l o t t e r y t i c k e t and d i s p l a y e d a t t h e d i g i t a l 

b i l l b o a r d s . As y o u go i n t o a S h e e t z o r 

s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t , t h e r e ' s t h e d i g i t a l 

b i l l b o a r d s a t t h e l o t t e r y . T h e y ' l l p u t t h e 

i n f o r m a t i o n up t h e r e . So we c o n t i n u a l l y l o o k 

f o r o t h e r c o m m u n i c a t i o n a v e n u e s . 

And I d o n ' t know i f -- C o r p o r a l 

B r a m h a l l , I d o n ' t i f know t a x i d r i v e r s o r t a x i 

c a b s have e v e r come up b e f o r e as a 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n r e s o u r c e t o y o u r k n o w l e d g e ? 

CORPORAL BRAMHALL: I have h e a r d o f 

l o c a l d e p a r t m e n t s u s i n g t h a t . I t h i n k i t ' s a 

g r e a t i d e a . 

I w o u l d j u s t p o i n t o u t , on t h a t n o t e , 

t h a t , you know, i n -- w i t h i n -- w i t h i n t h e 

s e n a t e b i l l and w i t h i n t h e i d e a b e h i n d t h e 
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MEPAS, we s p e c i f i c a l l y do n o t want t o i n f r i n g e 

upon l o c a l d e p a r t m e n t s f r o m u t i l i z i n g e x i s t i n g 

p r o c e d u r e s and p r o t o c o l s t h a t t h e y h a v e . So 

i t ' s a s u p p l e m e n t t o h e l p them g e t t h e 

i n f o r m a t i o n o u t t o t h e p u b l i c t h r o u g h t h e 

m e d i a . B u t i f t h e y have a s y s t e m i n p l a c e , 

f o r e x a m p l e , where t h e y u t i l i z e , you know, 

p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n d i s p a t c h e r s , t h e n t h e y 

a r e f r e e t o c o n t i n u e t o do t h a t and e n c o u r a g e d 

t o do t h a t . 

We d o n ' t want t o t r y t o t a k e them 

o v e r f r o m t h e m . We s i m p l y want t o a s s i s t them 

i n g e t t i n g t h e i n f o r m a t i o n o u t i n a t i m e l y 

m a n n e r . 

REPRESENTATIVE HENNESSEY: I j u s t 

m e n t i o n e d i t b e c a u s e I t h o u g h t -- when I h e a r d 

on t h e news b r o a d c a s t , I t h o u g h t i t was a 

r a t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g and v e r y i n n o v a t i v e t y p e o f 

way t o g e t more h e l p t o o u r l o c a l p o l i c e and 

t o t h e s t a t e p o l i c e i n t e r m s o f h a v i n g p e o p l e 

w a t c h i n g and b e i n g a w a r e . 

M o s t p o l i c e d e p a r t m e n t s I know o f a r e 

i n t e r c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e i r c o m p u t e r s i n t h e 

c a r s now, you -- i t w o u l d seem t o me t h a t i n 

a d d i t i o n t o t h e d e s c r i p t i o n o f a p e r s o n , i f 
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t h e y s a i d i t was me, I have g r a y h a i r -- and I 

d o n ' t know how e l s e t h e y ' d l i k e t o d e s c r i b e 

me, a b i g guy w e a r i n g a b l u e s u i t . B u t i t 

m i g h t be h e l p f u l i f t h e y c o u l d i m m e d i a t e l y 

t r a n s m i t a p h o t o g r a p h a c r o s s t h e c o m p u t e r 

s y s t e m . 

I d o n ' t know w h e t h e r t h e t a x i p e o p l e 

w o u l d have t h a t k i n d o f c o m p u t e r c a p a b i l i t y , 

maybe t h e y do, b u t i t w o u l d seem t o me t h a t , 

you know, i n t h e day and age t h a t we l i v e i n 

t o d a y , we c o u l d f e e d p i c t u r e s i n t o s c a n n e r s 

and i m m e d i a t e l y have p h o t o g r a p h s , n o t j u s t 

d e s c r i p t i o n s , b e c a u s e somebody c o u l d t a k e o f f 

t h e b l ue o v e r c o a t t h a t t h e y were w e a r i n g , 

somebody -- j u s t -- change s h i r t s o r 

w h a t e v e r . I t j u s t seems t o me a p h o t o g r a p h 

w o u l d r e a l l y be h e l p f u l . 

And i t s eems t o me t h a t we have t h e 

a b i l i t y t o do t h a t , i f we c o u l d t r y t o work 

t h a t i n t o e i t h e r y o u r e x i s t i n g s y s t e m . Maybe 

you a l r e a d y h a v e . B u t , you know, 

p h o t o g r a p h s -- you know, p i c t u r e ' s w o r t h a 

t h o u s a n d w o r d s , as t h e y s a i d b e f o r e , and do we 

have t h a t k i n d o f c a p a b i l i t y w i t h i n P S P ? 

Would i t be d i f f i c u l t t o c l o n e t h a t f o r a 
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l o c a l p o l i c e d e p a r t m e n t ? 

CAPTAI N WAGGONER: I'm a l m o s t s u r e 

t h e y do have t h a t i n t h e c o m p u t e r s i n t h e c a r s 

t o t r a n s m i t p i c t u r e s . 

CORPORAL BRAMHALL: Y e s . The 

e x i s t i n g -- t h e e x i s t i n g Amber A l e r t s y s t e m , 

t h i s a d v i s o r y , m i s s i n g e n d a n g e r e d p e r s o n 

a d v i s o r y , w o u l d go o u t u s i n g t h e EMnet s e c u r e d 

e - m a i l p o r t i o n o f t h e e m e r g e n c y a l e r t s y s t e m . 

And t h a t a b s o l u t e l y d oes have t h e c a p a b i l i t y 

t o a t t a c h p h o t o g r a p h s . The same way t h a t we 

do them w i t h Amber A l e r t . 

And we g e t t h o s e p h o t o g r a p h s o u t t o 

t h e m e d i a i f and when p o s s i b l e , and t h e y go up 

on t h e b i l l b o a r d s , y o u m i g h t see now, t h e 

d i g i t a l b i l l b o a r d b i l l b o a r d s . T h e y ' r e a 

s e c o n d a r y d i s t r i b u t o r and a g r e a t r e s o u r c e f o r 

g e t t i n g i m a g e s o u t t h e r e t o t h e m o t o r i n g 

p u b l i c , e t c e t e r a . 

And s o , y e s , we do have t h a t 

c a p a b i l i t y , u t i l i z i n g t h e e x i s t i n g s y s t e m o f 

t h e e m e r g e n c y a l e r t s y s t e m . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: T h a t ' s 

c o m f o r t i n g t o know. 

And j u s t one r e f e r e n c e -- e x c u s e 

52 



me -- t h e i d e a t h a t we d o n ' t want t o 

n e c e s s a r i l y i n f r i n g e on t h e p r o t o c o l s o f t h e 

p o l i c e d e p a r t m e n t s , I u n d e r s t a n d t h e 

s e n s i t i v i t y t h e r e , b u t we a l s o want t o make 

s u r e t h a t t h e l o c a l p o l i c e d e p a r t m e n t s a r e 

made aware o f and u p d a t e t h e i r p r o t o c o l s and 

t h e y ' r e r e a l l y t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e o f a l l t h e new 

t e c h n o l o g y t h a t ' s o u t t h e r e . 

I mean, i t ' s a b r a n d - n e w w o r l d o u t 

t h e r e i n t e r m s o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n s and t h e 

i n s t a n t a n e o u s t r a n s m i s s i o n o f t h a t 

i n f o r m a t i o n , and maybe t h e l o c a l p o l i c e n e e d 

some s o r t o f b o o s t t o make s u r e t h e y ' r e up t o 

s p e e d on t h a t . 

CAPTAIN WAGGONER: J u s t so you know, 

as w i t h Amber, t h e r e ' s an e d u c a t i o n p r o c e s s t o 

Amber, t o o , where t h e i n d i v i d u a l s , s u c h as 

C o r p o r a l B r a m h a l l and S e r g e a n t M e n e t t o 

( p h o n e t i c ) , who's n o t h e r e t o d a y , t h e y go o u t 

and s p e a k i n any f o r u m t h e y c a n t h a t ' s 

a p p r o p r i a t e t o d i s c u s s t h e Amber, and 

e s p e c i a l l y t h e l o c a l p o l i c e . 

So d e p e n d i n g how t h i s i s e x p a n d e d and 

t h e r o l e t h e s t a t e p o l i c e end up p l a y i n g , t h a t 

w i l l h a p p e n . T h e r e ' l l be an e d u c a t i o n 
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p r o c e s s , w o r k i n g t h r o u g h t h e PA c h i e f ' s 

a s s o c i a t i o n , w o r k i n g t h r o u g h l o c a l p o l i c e 

o f f i c e r s t h e m s e l v e s t o be b r i e f e d on any 

c h a n g e s t o what i s i m p l e m e n t e d as p e r t h e r o l e 

o f t h e s t a t e p o l i c e i n t h a t new s y s t e m . 

REPRESENTATIVE HENNESSEY: Thank y o u , 

C a p t a i n W a g g o n e r . 

Thank y o u , C o r p o r a l B r a m h o l d , i s i t ? 

CORPORAL BRAMHALL: B r a m h a l l . Y o u ' r e 

c o r r e c t . B r a m h a l l , s i r . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: Thank you 

v e r y much. 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: O t h e r q u e s t i o n s f r o m 

c o mmi t t e e me mbe r s ? 

I have one f i n a l q u e s t i o n a b o u t t h e 

c o s t . And I t h i n k , s i n c e y o u h e l p e d d r a f t t h e 

s e n a t e b i l l , p e r h a p s we c o u l d f o c u s on t h a t 

f o r a moment, and j u s t a s k what y o u t h i n k any 

a d d i t i o n a l c o s t t o t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a S t a t e 

P o l i c e m i g h t be as a r e s u l t o f i n s t i t u t i n g t h e 

MEPAS s y s t e m ? 

CAPTAI N WAGGONER: T h e r e ' s no way f o r 

me t o g i v e y o u a d o l l a r f i g u r e . The 

s t r u c t u r e ' s a l r e a d y t h e r e , so I d o n ' t see any 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o s t f o r t h a t . 
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The o n l y i n c r e a s e d c o s t w o u l d be 

p e r s o n n e l c o s t s , b e c a u s e i f t h e s e t h i n g s o c c u r 

a f t e r h o u r s , p e o p l e have t o be c a l l e d i n -- o r 

c a l l e d -- a c t u a l l y , t h e l a p t o p , t h e y do much 

o f t h e work f r o m t h e i r r e s i d e n c e i f i t ' s a f t e r 

h o u r s , i f n o t a l l o f t h e work f r o m t h e 

r e s i d e n c e . 

So o n l y t h i n g we'd be l o o k i n g a t i s 

a d d i t i o n a l p e r s o n n e l c o s t s , w h i c h I w o u l d n ' t 

be a b l e t o p u t a d o l l a r f i g u r e o n . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: O k a y . Thank you 

v e r y much. 

Thank y o u , C a p t a i n . Thank y o u , 

C o r p o r a l , f o r b e i n g h e r e t o d a y and f o r t h e 

v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n y o u ' v e p r o v i d e d u s . 

CORPORAL BRAMHALL: Thank y o u . 

CAPTAI N WAGGONER: Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: And l a s t b u t 

c e r t a i n l y n o t l e a s t , we have t h e P e n n s y l v a n i a 

D e p a r t o f A g i n g , Ray P r u s h n o k , d e p u t y 

s e c r e t a r y . 

DEPUTY SECRETARY PRUSHNOK: Good 

m o r n i n g , C h a i r m a n Mundy, C h a i r m a n H e n n e s s e y , 

and t h a n k y o u f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o t e s t i f y 

t h i s m o r n i n g . 
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F i r s t , l e t me s ay, we've r e v i e w e d 

b o t h p i e c e s o f l e g i s l a t i o n f o r i n t h e h o u s e 

as w e l l as t h e s e n a t e b i l l , a nd I ' l l s p e a k 

more g e n e r a l l y a b o u t a s p e c t s t h a t we b e l i e v e 

s h o u l d be i n c l u d e d i n any l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t 

a d d r e s s e s t h i s i m p o r t a n t i s s u e . 

And I ' l l f i r s t s e t t h e c o n t e x t by 

a g a i n t h a n k i n g you f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

t e s t i f y r e g a r d i n g A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e l a s t 

f a l l . As y o u r e c a l l , e a r l y o n s e t A l z h e i m e r ' s 

was d i s c u s s e d a t l e n g t h , and t h a t ' s an 

i m p o r t a n t i s s u e t h a t we w o u l d -- i n a d d i t i o n 

t o t h e comments you h e a r d e a r l i e r f r o m b o t h 

t e s t i f i e r s , I b e l i e v e s h o u l d be i n c l u d e d i n 

any l e g i s l a t i o n . 

As you know, t h r o u g h t h e D e p a r t m e n t 

o f A g i n g and t h e O f f i c e o f Long-Term L i v i n g , 

we r e p r e s e n t i n d i v i d u a l s and have s e r v i c e s and 

p r o g r a m s f o r i n d i v i d u a l s e i g h t e e n and o l d e r , 

i n c l u d i n g w a i v e r s t h a t s e r v e i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h 

t r a u m a t i c b r a i n i n j u r i e s t h a t may n o t have an 

e x a c t d i a g n o s i s o f A l z h e i m e r ' s b u t may e x h i b i t 

many o f t h e same c o n d i t i o n s and have s i m i l a r 

c o n c e r n s w i t h w a n d e r i n g . So we b e l i e v e t h a t 

i t ' s i m p o r t a n t f o r any e m e r g e n c y a l e r t 

56 



l e g i s l a t i o n t o encompass any a d u l t s w i t h 

c o g n i t i v e i m p a i r m e n t s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , we -- b o t h b i l l s b e f o r e 

us t o d a y have names t h a t d o n ' t r e a l l y embrace 

t h o s e p o p u l a t i o n s , S e n i o r S i l v e r A l e r t , so we 

w o u l d recommend s o m e t h i n g t h a t w o u l d be a 

l i t t l e b r o a d e r so i t w o u l d n ' t be p e r c e i v e d t o 

be more l i m i t e d i n s c o p e . 

One t h i n g t h a t I d i d want t o 

h i g h l i g h t t o d a y i s t h a t we have a d u a l r o l e i n 

t e r m s o f o u r a d v o c a c y and p r o t e c t i o n o f o l d e r 

a d u l t s and t h e b a l a n c e o f s e l f d i r e c t i o n . And 

we s u p p o r t consumer i n d e p e n d e n c e and t h e i r 

p e r s o n a l c h o i c e s as much as p o s s i b l e . And 

i t ' s i m p o r t a n t t o make s u r e t h a t when we -¬

we're w e i g h i n g t h e s a f e t y o f o u r o l d e r a d u l t s 

and y o u n g e r i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h c o g n i t i v e 

i m p a i r m e n t s w i t h t h e i r own p r i v a c y and 

d i g n i t y . So k e e p i n g i n m i n d t h a t , y o u know, 

many i n d i v i d u a l s who wander may n o t have a 

d i a g n o s i s o f A l z h e i m e r ' s so i t r e a l l y c a n ' t be 

a d i a g n o s i s - b a s e d s y s t e m b u t b a l a n c i n g o u t 

t h a t c o n c e r n . 

So we a l l u n d e r s t a n d , and I t h i n k as 

t h e c a p t a i n p o i n t e d o u t h i s own e x p e r i e n c e 
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w i t h h i s s o n , f a m i l i e s o f t e n e r r on t h e s i d e 

o f c a u t i o n . When t h e y ' r e s e e i n g c h a n g e s i n 

t h e i r l o v e d o n e s , i f t h e y have a p a r e n t who 

has t h e b e g i n n i n g s o f A l z h e i m e r ' s d i s e a s e o r 

r e l a t e d d e m e n t i a , t h e y -- t h e i r c o n c e r n may 

n o t be as g r e a t as i s what w o u l d be 

e s t a b l i s h e d by a more o b j e c t i v e p a r t y , l i k e 

t h e A r e a A g e n c i e s on A g i n g who w o u l d be 

c a p a b l e o f d o i n g an a s s e s s m e n t t o h e l p 

a c k n o w l e d g e o r , you know, a m e d i c a l 

p r o f e s s i o n a l t o d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r o r n o t t h a t 

p e r s o n i s i n a c a p a c i t y t o make t h e i r own 

d e c i s i o n and c a r e f o r h i m o r h e r s e l f . And 

k n o w i n g t h a t t h o s e c o n d i t i o n s may c h a n g e , i t 

i s i m p o r t a n t t o h o n o r what t h a t i n d i v i d u a l 

c h o o s e s . 

So an -- i n y o u r t e s t imo ny, we 

i n c l u d e d an e x a m p l e w h e r e , you know, i f a 

d a u g h t e r were t o s t o p by h e r m o t h e r ' s home and 

f i n d t h a t s h e ' s n o t t h e r e , she may be 

c o n c e r n e d . And, you know, p e r h a p s , you know, 

p u t f o r w a r d an a l e r t t h a t -- t h a t o b v i o u s l y 

w o u l d have a r e s p o n s e and a c t i v a t e t h e l o c a l 

c o m m u n i t y , m e d i a , and l a w e n f o r c e m e n t . B u t i t 

t u r n s o u t t h a t she may have gone o u t t o r u n 
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some e r r a n d s o r gone f o r l u n c h . So we n e e d t o 

make s u r e t h a t we a d e q u a t e l y a d d r e s s h e r 

i n d e p e n d e n c e , b e c a u s e t h a t , o f c o u r s e , 

w o u l d -- f o r an i n d i v i d u a l who may be 

s u f f e r i n g f r o m t h e e a r l y s i g n s o f d e m e n t i a , 

she -- h e r i n d e p e n d e n c e and d i g n i t y w o u l d 

c e r t a i n l y be s a c r i f i c e d by h a v i n g t h a t i n t h e 

l o c a l m e d i a when i t may have j u s t b e e n a f a l s e 

a l a r m . 

So t h i nk i n t e r m s o f how we b a l a n c e 

o u r c a r e and c o n c e r n w i t h , you know, r i g h t s o f 

t h e i n d e p e n d e n c e i s an i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h i s 

con v e r s a t i o n . 

And i n a d d i t i o n t o t h a t , we, a g a i n , 

w o u l d e m p h a s i z e t h a t t h e s c o p e o f t h i s 

l e g i s l a t i o n s h o u l d u l t i m a t e l y be n o t l i m i t e d 

t o s p e c i f i c d i a g n o s e s o r t o p o p u l a t i o n s o r 

c e r t a i n , you know, age t h r e s h o l d s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , we f e e l t h a t t h e most 

e f f e c t i v e way t o a d m i n i s t e r s u c h a p r o g r a m 

w o u l d be a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l . We a l s o b e l i e v e 

t h a t h a v i n g some k i n d o f r e g i s t r y , where we 

c a n e x p e d i t e t h e p r o c e s s w o u l d be an i m p o r t a n t 

s t e p . So i f an i n d i v i d u a l c h o s e , t h e y c o u l d , 

you know, go t h r o u g h a p r o c e s s where t h e y 
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c o u l d have an a s s e s s m e n t by a AAA o r a m e d i c a l 

p r o f e s s i o n a l so t h a t t h e y c o u l d be on a 

r e g i s t r y s i m i l a r t o t h e k i n d t h a t t h e 

A l z h e i m e r ' s A s s o c i a t i o n m a i n t a i n s i n o r d e r t o 

e x p e d i t e a -- a a l e r t o r a d v i s o r y when t h e 

l o c a l p o l i c e d e p a r t m e n t b e g i n s t h e i r 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

And, i n c l o s i n g , I t h i n k t h e r e were a 

c o u p l e i t e m s t h a t we'd l i k e t o see i n any 

l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t we want t o i n c l u d e . F i r s t , 

t h a t we w o u l d l i k e t o see t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s 

t h a t a r e f o u n d t h r o u g h t h i s t y p e o f a l e r t o r 

a d v i s o r y be p u t i n t o u c h w i t h t h e a p p r o p r i a t e 

s o c i a l s e r v i c e a g e n c i e s t h a t may be a b l e t o 

c o n n e c t them t o , you know, e l i m i n a t e r i s k s f o r 

f u r t h e r e l o p e m e n t s . 

I n a d d i t i o n , a p r o v i s i o n f o r d a t a 

c o l l e c t i o n w o u l d be an i m p o r t a n t p i e c e , t o 

make s u r e t h a t we're m o n i t o r i n g t h e d e g r e e t o 

w h i c h t h i s i s h a p p e n i n g a c r o s s t h e 

c o m m o n w e a l t h . 

A g a i n , we s u p p o r t t h e i n t e n t o f b o t h 

p i e c e s o f l e g i s l a t i o n b e f o r e us t o d a y , b u t , 

a g a i n , w a n t e d t o e m p h a s i z e o u r c o n c e r n s . And 

we l o o k f o r w a r d t o w o r k i ng w i t h t h e c o m m i t t e e 
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as t h e y c o n s i d e r t h i s i s s u e m o v i n g f o r w a r d . 

Thank y o u . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: Thank y o u . 

One o f my b i g i s s u e s was t h e c o s t . 

And i t was good t o h e a r t h e c a p t a i n f r o m t h e 

s t a t e p o l i c e s a y t h a t t h e o n l y c o s t w o u l d b e , 

p e r h a p s , a d d i t i o n a l p e r s o n n e l . So I w o u l d 

l i k e t o move a b i l l . 

I t d o e s seem as t h o u g h we s h o u l d move 

a b i l l more a l i g n e d t o t h e s e n a t e b i l l t h a n 

t h e ones t h a t a r e c u r r e n t l y i n t h e c o m m i t t e e , 

w h i c h w o u l d , o f c o u r s e , r e q u i r e a m e n d i n g one 

o f t h o s e two b i l l s t h a t a r e c u r r e n t l y h e r e . 

As f a r as y o u r c o n c e r n s a b o u t t h e 

d i g n i t y and p r i v a c y o f i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h 

d e m e n t i a o r e a r l y o n s e t A l z h e i m e r ' s and some 

o f t h e c o n c e r n s y o u r a i s e , I h o n e s t l y d o n ' t 

know how you g e t a t t h a t t h r o u g h l e g i s l a t i o n , 

and p e r h a p s you c a n e n l i g h t e n me as t o what 

i d e a s you m i g h t o f h a v e . 

F o r e v e r y l a w t h a t ' s on t h e b o o k s , 

t h e r e a r e a b u s e r s o f i t , w h e t h e r i t ' s d o m e s t i c 

v i o l e n c e P r o t e c t i o n f r o m Abuse O r d e r s , you 

know, t h e r e a r e p e o p l e who abu s e t h o s e . You 

know, i f you r a i s e d t h e i s s u e o f d a u g h t e r who 
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d i d n ' t a p p r o v e o f h e r m o t h e r t a k i n g t r i p s and 

s p e n d i n g money, how do you p r e v e n t a d a u g h t e r 

f r o m m a k i n g a f a l s e r e p o r t o r a r e p o r t j u s t 

b a s e d on h e r a n g e r a t h e r m o t h e r t h a t s h e ' s 

d o i n g t h e s e t h i n g s ? I r e a l l y d o n ' t know how 

you g e t a t t h a t . 

Do you have any s u g g e s t i o n s ? 

DEPUTY SECRETARY PRUSHNOK: S u r e . 

Madam C h a i r , I t h i n k t h a t ' s a f a i r p o i n t , and 

I t h i n k i n l o o k i n g a t l e g i s l a t i o n i n o t h e r 

s t a t e s , i t r e a l l y goes a c r o s s t h e s p e c t r u m . I 

t h i n k T e x a s , w h i c h i s one o f t h e l o n g e s t 

e s t a b l i s h e d p r o g r a m s , t h e y have a more 

s t r i n g e n t t h r e s h o l d where l a w e n f o r c e m e n t 

s h a l l r e q u i r e t h a t t h e f a m i l y o f t h e m i s s i n g 

s e n i o r c i t i z e n p r o v i d e d o c u m e n t a t i o n f r o m a 

m e d i c a l o r m e n t a l h e a l t h p r o f e s s i o n a l o f t h e 

s e n i o r ' s c o n d i t i o n . And t h a t ' s s o r t o f one 

e x t r e m e where y o u have t o have a d o c u m e n t e d 

d i a g n o s i s o f A l z h e i m e r ' s , f o r e x a m p l e , 

w h e r e a s , on t h e o t h e r e x t r e m e , o t h e r s t a t e s 

have a more open a p p r o a c h . 

S o , u l t i m a t e l y , t h a t ' s g o i n g t o come 

down t o l o c a l d i s c r e t i o n and t h e j u d g m e n t o f 

l a w e n f o r c e m e n t o r t h e AAAs i n t e r m s o f who --
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who i s i m p l e m e n t i n g t h i s k i n d o f a l a w , a n d , 

o b v i o u s l y , how t h a t ' s h a n d l e d w i l l i m p a c t t h e 

c o s t on p e r s o n n e l . 

I n t e r m s o f , you know, t h e D e p a r t m e n t 

o f A g i n g , a g a i n , I t h i n k , we -- as t h e c a p t a i n 

p o i n t e d o u t , w h i l e we have some l i m i t e d 

c a p a c i t y t h r o u g h t h e O l d e r A d u l t s P r o t e c t i v e 

S e r v i c e s A c t and o u r p r o t e c t i v e s e r v i c e s 

p r o g r a m s , we a r e a c c e s s i b l e t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s 

a d a y , s e v e n d a y s a week, t h a t ' s f o r a 

s e p a r a t e and d i s t i n c t p u r p o s e , and n o r do we 

h a v e , you know, I t h i n k , l i m i t l e s s c a p a c i t y i n 

t h e AAAs t o c o n d u c t t h e s e t y p e s o f 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s as w e l l , so t h a t w o u l d have t o 

be b a l a n c e d . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: W e l l , I d o n ' t r e a l l y 

see t h e r o l e o f t h e a g e n c y e i t h e r a t t h e s t a t e 

l e v e l o r t h e l o c a l l e v e l as c o n d u c t i n g t h e 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n . I d o n ' t r e a d t he b i l l s t h a t 

way. Do y o u ? 

DEPUTY SECRETARY PRUSHNOK: The -¬

w i t h i n -- n o t w i t h i n t h e i n d i v i d u a l 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s , b u t i n t h e -- i t was t h e -- I 

g u e s s w i t h i n t h e Y o u n g b l o o d b i l l , t h e 

d e p a r t m e n t w i l l be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e 
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d e v e l o p m e n t o f r e g u l a t i o n s , a n d , I t h i n k , 

w o r k i n g on t h e p r o t o c o l s as w e l l as 

c o o r d i n a t i n g a l e r t s t o m e d i a . So t h e r e w o u l d 

have t o be o b v i o u s c o o r d i n a t i o n t o e n s u r e t h a t 

t h e d e p a r t m e n t i s -- knows when an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n i s c o n c l u d e d and c a n g e t t h a t 

mes sage o u t . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: Ye a h . I m i s s e d t h a t 

l a s t p a r t when I r e a d t h e b i l l . B u t what I 

t o o k h e r l a n g u a g e t o mean i s t h a t y o u w o u l d 

s e t up -- you w o u l d do t h e r e g u l a t o r y p i e c e t o 

t h e b i l l , w h i c h w o u l d s e t up w h a t e v e r 

r e g u l a t i o n s m i g h t f l o w f r o m t h e b i l l , as y o u 

do w i t h most e v e r y p i e c e o f l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t 

we p a s s ; n o t t h a t you w o u l d , on an o n g o i n g 

b a s i s , have a d i r e c t r o l e i n r e g u l a t i n g o r 

i m p l e m e n t i n g t h a t p r o g r a m . And t h a t ' s what I 

u n d e r s t o o d i t t o mean. 

T h a t w o u l d be my i n c l i n a t i o n o f how 

t o amend t h e b i l l , i f t h a t ' s t h e c a s e . 

DEPUTY SECRETARY PRUSHNOK: Nor do we 

b e l i e v e t h a t t h a t ' s o u r a p p r o p r i a t e r o l e i n 

t e r m s o f g o i n g o u t and d o i n g s e a r c h and -¬

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: R i g h t . S e a r c h i n g o r 

b e i n g r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a l e r t i n g t h e m e d i a . I 
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d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t ' s a p p r o p r i a t e e i t h e r . 

I t h i n k , a g a i n , t h e l o c a l p o l i c e , i n 

c o o r d i n a t i o n w i t h t h e s t a t e p o l i c e , w o u l d be 

t h e o n e s , as a r e s u l t o f w h a t e v e r 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n t h e y ' r e u n d e r t a k i n g , i f t h e y 

d e c i d e t h a t t h a t ' s n e c e s s a r y , t h e n t h a t ' s what 

t h e y s h o u l d be d o i n g , n o t t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f 

A g i n g h e r e i n H a r r i s b u r g . T h a t d o e s n ' t -- o r 

t h e AAA, r e a l l y . 

W e l l , i t d o e s seem as t h o u g h we need 

some more c o n v e r s a t i o n , and we d e f i n i t e l y n e e d 

t o amend one o f t h e s e b i l l s t o be more i n l i n e 

w i t h t h e O'Pake b i l l i n t h e s e n a t e . B u t I 

w o u l d v e r y much l i k e t o move a b i l l t h a t w o u l d 

p r o t e c t o l d e r a d u l t s i n t h i s f a s h i o n . 

A n d , y o u know, I h e a r t h e c o n c e r n s 

a b o u t n o t l i m i t i n g i t t o t h o s e s i x t y - f i v e and 

o l d e r . I t h i n k t h a t ' s v e r y w e l l t a k e n . 

A n d , o f c o u r s e , any c o m m i t t e e i n p u t 

f r o m members, I w e l c o m e ; what w o u l d you l i k e 

t o do and how w o u l d y o u l i k e t o p r o c e e d . 

B u t I w o u l d v e r y much l i k e t o move a 

b i l l , a mended, on t h i s t o p i c . 

REPRESENTATIVE HENNESSEY: Madam 

C h a i r m a n , a l o n g t h a t -- p u r s u a n t t o t h a t 
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i n v i t a t i o n , we m i g h t want t h e c o m m i t t e e t o 

t a k e a l o o k a t R e p r e s e n t a t i v e M a t t B a k e r ' s 

b i l l , an a d u l t p r o t e c t i v e s e r v i c e s b i l l w h i c h 

d e a l s w i t h t h e , I t h i n k , age n i n e t e e n t o 

f i f t y - n i n e c o m m u n i t y . T h a t m i g h t g i v e us some 

head s t a r t i n t e r m s o f t r y i n g t o l o o k a t t h e 

b r o a d e r s p e c t r u m , a p p l y i n g t h e s e k i n d o f 

a l e r t s t o p e o p l e y o u n g e r t h a n s i x t y o r s i x t y -

f i v e , who, you know, o b v i o u s l y n e ed t h e k i n d 

o f q u i c k r e s p o n s e t h a t a w a n d e r i n g o r m i s s i n g 

p e r s o n a l e r t c a n b r i n g . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: No. T h a t b i l l i s 

f a r d i f f e r e n t , f a r d i f f e r e n t f r o m what we're 

t a l k i n g a b o u t h e r e . And t h e r e ' s a l s o 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B a b e t t e J o s e p h s ' b i l l a l o n g 

t h o s e same l i n e s . A n d , a l s o , S e n a t o r V a n c e 

has a b i l l a b o u t t h e O l d e r A d u l t s P r o t e c t i v e 

S e r v i c e s A c t and e x p a n d i n g i t t o t h o s e 

n i n e t e e n t o f i f t y - n i n e . 

So b u t 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: I ' d j u s t 

a s k , i f we g e t t h o s e b i l l s t o t h e c o m m i t t e e 

members, we c a n a l l l o o k them o v e r and see 

what p a r t s o f t h e b i l l s m i g h t be -¬

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: W e l l , we c o u l d g e t 
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you t h e b i l l n u m b e r s . 

REPRESENTATI VE HENNESSEY: T h a t ' s 

f i n e . I t ' s n o t j u s t me, b u t I mean t h e e n t i r e 

com m i t t e e . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: We c a n g e t -¬

w hoever w a n t s t h e b i l l n u m b e r , we c a n s e n d o u t 

a n o t i c e a b o u t what t h o s e b i l l s a r e . 

B u t I w o u l d t e l l y o u t h a t my i s s u e 

w i t h c o s t , t h o s e b i l l s r e q u i r e some s i x 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s a n n u a l l y i n new e x p e n s e s f o r a 

b r a n d - n e w p r o g r a m . So -- w e l l , and I w i l l 

s a y , as I 've s a i d many t i m e s b e f o r e , t h o s e who 

want t o v o t e f o r t h a t k i n d o f l e g i s l a t i o n 

b e t t e r be p r e p a r e d t o p u t up t h e money t o pay 

f o r i t . 

T h i s c o m m i t t e e i s n o t g o i n g t o be 

m o v i n g b i l l s w i t h t h e f a l s e hope t h a t we're 

g o i n g t o r a i s e t a x e s t o pay f o r i t o r t h a t 

we're g o i n g t o t a k e i t away f r o m o t h e r p e o p l e 

i n o r d e r t o pay f o r i t . 

So I w o u l d s i m p l y u r g e you t o be -¬

you know, we're i n t h e same k i n d o f a b u d g e t 

s i t u a t i o n we were l a s t y e a r . The c o m m i t t e e 

members -- t h e c o m m i t t e e c h a i r m e n on o u r s i d e 

o f t h e a i s l e have b e e n u r g e d t o be e x t r e m e l y 

67 



c a r e f u l a b o u t m o v i n g b i l l s t h a t s p e n d l o t s o f 

money. We j u s t d o n ' t have any r i g h t now. 

So I 'm t a l k i n g t o R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

W h e a t l e y , who's s u b c o m m i t t e e c h a i r m a n i n 

H e a l t h and Human S e r v i c e s . He's v e r y 

i n t e r e s t e d i n m o v i n g a b i l l t h a t w o u l d e x p a n d 

t h e O l d e r A d u l t s P r o t e c t i v e S e r v i c e s A c t . And 

I w o u l d l ove t o do t h a t . I j u s t d o n ' t know 

where y o u come up w i t h s i x m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n 

t h i s c l i m a t e . 

So t h a t ' s why I a s k e d a b o u t t h e c o s t 

o f t h i s b i l l . And I t h i n k t h e c o s t o f t h i s 

b i l l i s much more i n l i n e w i t h o u r c u r r e n t 

e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n t h a n t h e o t h e r o n e s . 

So l e t ' s w o r k on t h i s b i l l f o r now. 

C e r t a i n l y n o t p r e c l u d i n g r u n n i n g one o f t h o s e 

o t h e r b i l l s on t h e e x p a n s i o n o f t h e O l d e r 

A d u l t s P r o t e c t i v e S e r v i c e s A c t i n f u t u r e 

s e s s i o n s o r e v e n t h i s s e s s i o n , i f o u r e c o n o m i c 

s i t u a t i o n i m p r o v e s . 

I m i g h t e v e n be c o n v i n c e d t o move i t 

t o A p p r o p r i a t i o n s and l e t them d e a l w i t h t h e 

c o s t , i f we g e t t o t h a t p o i n t . 

B u t I t h i n k , f o r now, t h i s b i l l i s a 

good p l a c e t o s t a r t i n p r o t e c t i n g o u r 
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v u l n e r a b l e s e n i o r c i t i z e n s and v u l n e r a b l e 

a d u l t s , p e o p l e who a r e n o t c o v e r e d by any 

o t h e r n o t i f i c a t i o n . L e t ' s n o t c a l l i t an 

a l e r t i n d e f e r e n c e t o t h e s t a t e p o l i c e . So we 

w i l l c o n t i nue t o w o r k on t h i s b i l l w i t h 

a p p r o p r i a t e amendments. 

Thank y o u . 

REPRESENTATIVE HENNESSEY: Madam 

C h a i r m a n , j u s t so you u n d e r s t a n d , I w a s n ' t 

s u g g e s t i n g t h a t we n e c e s s a r i l y move t h o s e 

o t h e r b i l l s . I t h i n k t h e r e a r e o t h e r b i l l s 

t h a t d e a l w i t h o t h e r age s p e c t r u m s , and we 

o u g h t t o t a k e a l o o k a t t h a t t o see i f t h e r e ' s 

a n y t h i n g t h a t we c a n p i c k and c h o o s e f r o m 

t h o s e b i l l s , w h e t h e r i t ' s R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

J o s e p h s ' , M a t t B a k e r ' s , o r R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

W h e a t l e y ' s , a n y b o d y . 

T h e r e ' s c e r t a i n i d e a s w i t h i n t h o s e 

b i l l s t h a t may n o t have a c o s t f a c t o r a t t a c h e d 

t o them and t h o s e i d e a s we m i g h t be a b l e t o 

p i c k and c h o o s e t o i m p r o v e t h e s e b i l l s . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: W e l l , t h a t w o u l d be 

done t h r o u g h t h e amendment p r o c e s s . And 

a n y b o d y ' s welcome t o o f f e r amendments t o 

w h a t e v e r b i l l s we b r i n g u p . S o , o f c o u r s e . 
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Thank y o u . 

Oh, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e V u l a k o v i c h , y o u 

have a q u e s t i o n ? 

REPRESENTATIVE VULAKOVICH: Maybe 

more o f a s h o r t s t a t e m e n t . 

You know, I s i g n e d on t o t h e s e two 

b i l l s b e c a u s e I know t h a t we n e e d some t y p e o f 

s y s t e m t o g e t i t o u t t o t h e p e o p l e when 

someone's m i s s i n g . And I u n d e r s t a n d t h e s t a t e 

p o l i c e b e c a u s e I was a f o r m e r p o l i c e m a n , and 

we do n o t want t o t a k e away f r o m t h e Amber 

A l e r t , b e c a u s e i t i s s u c h a v a l u a b l e p r o g r a m . 

And i f y ou s t a r t a d d i n g more and more 

on t h e r e , y o u g e t t o t h e p o i n t t h a t you do 

weaken i t , and a l s o y o u w i l l c o n t i n u o u s l y have 

more p e o p l e who want t o jump on f o r t h e i r 

s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t . 

So I t h i n k t h a t -- I a g r e e w i t h t h e 

s t a t e p o l i c e , t h e c a p t a i n , and t h e s e n a t e 

b i l l ' s p r o b a b l y -- i s p r o b a b l y t h e b e t t e r b i l l 

b e c a u s e i t ' s n o t r e a l l y r e i n v e n t i n g t h e 

w h e e l . And t h e r e ' s r e a l l y -- we d o n ' t want t o 

t h r o w any more on A g i n g . T h e y ' v e a l r e a d y g o t 

enough c o s t i n t h e r e and t h i n g s we want t o 

d o . 

70 



And as f a r as t h e c o s t o f t h i s 

s y s t e m , I know t h e r e has t o be someone t o 

e n t e r i t , i n t h e s t a t e p o l i c e ' s s i t u a t i o n , 

w here t h e y won't p a t r o l f o r , maybe, t w e n t y -

f o u r h o u r s i n a c e r t a i n a r e a b e c a u s e t h e y ' r e 

t h e o n l y p o l i c e f o r c e t h e r e , t h e y may have t o 

c a l l someone u p . B u t as f a r as t h e r e g u l a r 

p o l i c e f o r c e goes t h a t i s t h e r e t w e n t y - f o u r 

h o u r s , t h e r e ' s n o t a l o t o f a d d i t i o n a l c o s t 

t h a t -- t o r u n t h i s p r o g r a m t h a n t h e r e i s f o r 

any o t h e r t h i n g t h a t you d e a l w i t h . I t ' s t h e 

n a t u r e o f t h e j o b . 

And I t h i n k t h e r e i s a l o t o f 

q u e s t i o n s h e r e a b o u t l e g i s l a t e -- some p e o p l e 

t h i n k you n e e d t o l e g i s l a t e some o f t h e 

p r o c e d u r e s t h a t t h e p o l i c e o f f i c e r s d o . W e l l , 

s t a y away f r o m t h a t . T h a t ' s what we d o . And 

when we made m i s t a k e s i n t h e p a s t , we have 

c o r r e c t e d t h e m . We've l e a r n e d f r o m o u r 

mi s t a k e s . We'l l make s o me i n t h e f u t u r e , b u t 

you c a n ' t l e g i s l a t e e v e r y t h i n g t h a t p o l i c e 

o f f i c e r s d o . 

You know, i n o u r p o l i c e d e p a r t m e n t , I 

t o o k c a r e o f a l o t o f t h a t . We had p i c t u r e s 

o f o u r A l z h e i m e r ' s p e o p l e t h a t -- we g o t a 
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p i c t u r e f r o m t h e f a m i l y . We had a 

d e s c r i p t i o n . We had t h e phone c a l l s t o make 

t h e r e . We d o n ' t w a i t t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s o r 

w i t h i n t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s . We s t a r t 

i m m e d i a t e l y l o o k i n g f o r t h a t p e r s o n . 

They t e l l us t h e y have some t y p e o f 

m e n t a l i n c a p a c i t y t h e r e o f any t y p e , we d o n ' t 

w a i t . We do i t r i g h t away. T h e r e ' s n o , W e l l , 

w e ' l l w a i t t h r e e h o u r s o r f o u r h o u r s . No. We 

have a s y s t e m what we d o . We s t a r t t h e 

f u r t h e r e s t p o i n t we t h i n k t h e y c o u l d have made 

i t t o . You s t a r t p e o p l e c o m i n g i n t h a t way 

and go i n and come t o a p o i n t . 

So p o l i c e o f f i c e r s know what t o d o . 

And t h a t c o s t i s b u i l t i n t o t h e t y p e o f work 

t h a t we d o . So t h e o n l y c o s t w o u l d be t h e 

e n t r y and p u t t i n g i t o u t , maybe h a v i n g t o 

b r i n g somebody i n t o do t h a t i f t h e s t a t e 

w o u l d n ' t have somebody t h e r e , o r i f t h e s t a t e 

p o l i c e had t o a c t u a l l y b r i n g somebody o u t t o 

i n v e s t i g a t e , w h i c h t h e y do any w a y s . So as 

f a r as t h e s y s t e m g o e s , I d o n ' t know how much 

c o s t t h e r e w o u l d r e a l l y be t o d o i n g t h i s . 

And we d o n ' t n e e d t o r e i n v e n t t h e 

w h e e l . We have t h e Amber A l e r t s y s t e m . L e t ' s 
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j u s t do i t t h a t way and l e t ' s n o t m i c r o a n a l y z e 

a l l t h e t h i n g s t h a t t h e p o l i c e d e p a r t m e n t d o . 

They know what t h e i r j ob i s and t h e y know how 

t o do i t w e l l . 

CHAIRMAN MUNDY: O t h e r c o m m i t t e e 

c omments, q u e s t i o n s ? 

I want t o t h a n k t h e p e o p l e who came 

t o t e s t i f y t o d a y , t h e s t a t e p o l i c e , t h e 

D e p a r t m e n t o f A g i n g , and t h e A l z h e i m e r ' s 

A s s o c i a t i o n . I b e l i e v e we w i l l be m o v i n g a 

b i l l on t h i s t o p i c . We n e e d t o s p e n d some 

t i m e l o o k i n g a t m a n d a t o r y l a n g u a g e . B u t I 

t h a n k you v e r y much f o r c o m i n g f o r w a r d t o d a y 

t o o f f e r y o u r v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n . 

Thank y o u . 

M e e t i n g a d j o u r n e d . 

( W h e r e u p o n , t h e h e a r i n g c o n c l u d e d a t 

10:43 a.m.) 

* * * * * 
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REPORTER'S C E R T I F I C A T E 

I HEREBY CERTIFY t h a t I was p r e s e n t 

upon t h e h e a r i n g o f t h e a b o v e - e n t i t l e d m a t t e r 

and t h e r e r e p o r t e d s t e n o g r a p h i c a l l y t h e 

p r o c e e d i n g s had and t h e t e s t i m o n y p r o d u c e d ; 

and I f u r t h e r c e r t i f y t h a t t h e f o r e g o i n g i s a 

t r u e and c o r r e c t t r a n s c r i p t o f my s a i d 

s t e n o g r a p h i c n o t e s . 

BRENDA J . PARDUN, RPR 
C o u r t R e p o r t e r 
N o t a r y P u b l i c 
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