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COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
ON HB 1393 COMPASSIONATE USE ACT OF 2009 

Goad mmlne. Chasmen Oliver and Bakar. and S e m k c s  of the Cammtftee. -- 
My name is Michael H m & k k  and I'm from -PA. 1 am submitting this 
testimony to urge passage of the Comp~sslonete Use Act of 2009 (HB 1393) by this 
c m m w  and the ~eni i ra t  ~ s s e m ~ y -  

First, I W d  just %ike to  sme that, &arty, f was found to be amplete1y 
mmlly disabled by a ledera1 judge in 2055. W w  M t4e ground and wsrking 
up, I h m e  an  arth&Ec condition m my I& knee.  It is not so mu& p8infirf w 
anna)iing but it can be. a dlstractlon. An injury tore my IlgameneS and rartnage and 
ripped open the CapltaLfrr SarW WIPiCh hot& aQ mat stuff togertru. W e n  tk mrgeea 
cut open tBe area to Insert a steel pin, which h&ds it- ail Wgethar nww, a pie* of my 
kn about* size &a quai+% fe# out. 

Moving up, we come to my m%um - which & no i@nger @we. a was a e m d  
wtth abaut ZSjO& @$ my colon in ZClOZ when I was d i a g m d  with se3ge 3-4 cobn 
cancer. The wrgeon told me that, s i m  the cancer had eaten a hole & w g h  the  wall 
of my colon and had traveled to t he  fatty tissue between the lymph nodes,.~ hed a 
15% chance of living more than two years and a 20% chance of living past five 
Years. t was u m t  with t h k  and souoht a Second ODlnion at Fox Chase Cancer Center * 
bnd w m  @venthe same pmgnosts, 

ARer surgtiry on Sarruaw 2, 2902, I was put on a seven month wurse? oP 
chemaSnwapy along w#h 30 radW~11 tr&ment;s. Vhe Rrst week began yytth 
rsdl-n and cherna Bir rhesame day fW five day% in a row. Tke fat% &at 1 am alive 
eactay is a miracle but E wwld nata EkaC tk@ &&magi? frMn @e t rarmen% seem more 
dewastatcfig &an tke m m r  itself, which I am W w s  m&bly gmwlng in me for 

to 20 yeam. 

Railiation kcls a number QC' effects on  the body and f 8maglne a proPmSonal 
WM explain them b e e r  than 2. The dru$ used for my c h m o  stay In the system 
For 10 yeam, affcrrding Zo produd infamatian. It kills at1 cells wMch -durn 
qokkly, idudkcg brain mfYs and digestlye anrymes. Ttre reactfon af m y  dbasthre 
sysm ta thwe treatments has I& me with post-canmr ffrrrrabte W e l  Pyndrame, 
UkeretZva &litrs, a n s t a n t  cramping and discemfort.. I taka six pmsaigtkrn dru* 
atld also Q7C remedies daily for this, and thosrgh Pkey Raw Mmd make rife 
m a ~ m b t e e n c u g h  to go out in pubts withu t  waarlng a diaper, f wM4 never get 
better sZIIIm my cOlon/Fertum is not something that wilf grew back. 

I go t o  a pain m a n a g m d  speclalist who told me  that the  op@r&an I had 
rws pmbaMy done M times ever, worklwide. I-te sagd that if a med sktdent needed a 
topk to write a the$$ on, I would be the perfect subject because the o m e t a  f had 
h i s  never reany been written about. XE is the equivalent of having a colonwcopy 
wlthout a bag. I am lucky I do not have to wear a bag. If the cancer had been 
oresent two inches in either direction on mv colon. i would be wearina a baa todav. 
basicaily, #e sum- removed the cam&us s & b n  af mian and my rem-m and 
stretched the existbg mlan to my anus. Met havtrtg a redurn is tough to  get  u d  ta 



la;. %WF. Sinm stl of this s u w v  toDk ph& in my ktuek, 1 am ieR with hoids 
which c;iincaat be rmovetl &e &@lr pmdmity tothe whh-, which is all I have left 
tcr mmf:ral Me p a w e  of mrement Wrn my body. 

While 185 and UC are usually conditions brought about by stress or mental 
condltlons, in my case they are of physical origin but the fam that I have them 
causes stress whlch exacerbates the symptoms. I t  is a vicious circle. 

T have M n  given maH@ana by f ~ e W  i%t tinm during my t m m n t  and 
&nee. I can take my foil rqirnen of prmcriptiorrs and still be !eft with namping, 
dismmforl and nauma, whkh are rellw?d by manabis in less than tiva minutes. I 
kncw a people who Rave given me an open lnvltaeon to visit them and smoke 
whrm I nee41 ft. It hew but I have notEced that- when ttvey tetl me that they may not 
be able to p m u m  mri&am, I can became stms5ed and the symptoms ?Isre arp. 
3mt the r l  of kmwing I chrn go somiqbe and get W e f  & a ms-bresker In 
Itge*lf. f, vflm&ainty of w-her I may or may W be aMe to get &&$can tmmase 
my wmptom. A legal, safe enviroomeRe where I muld go to purchase my medical 
maeuam ~srswrld be a great relief. 

Through this, I have noticed that if I do not eat, I have less discomfort. There 
are times when I am hungry and smff at the thousht of eatlna because I know what 
the results Mil be and ha% my body witi react to the food. ~ h &  is not haaithy. With 
all I have gone through, good nutrition is an issue. Smoking cannaMs rnakes.me 
want to eat and I really think that had it not been for smoking, I never would have 
made it  this far. I would not wanr to live in a world with no relief. 

although m a m n a  is not a cum, it Is a glant b a k  f m  stress and hecalm rrae 
cave n W m ,  as well as h@tng with the atterrdant am&t?ty, @kc, Of muwe, not 
krrgwrlwg &ow my &ma& wlfi ma& from day to day is a stzmor as well, which has 
led to tmatrnant for gemilectd aexiety &isorder. 

I &Ill have staples in my mlon. Nw!ng up the body, we g& to my eyes. 
The rddiation had such an ~ f f a c t  on drying my eyes that I n w  have silicon implants 
ID my tear ducts to keep Me team fmm dralnrng when they are on my eye. m e  
moisture helps to keep my eyes a bit more moist but they are In a constant state of 
dryness and itchiness. Smoking helps me forget about that. 

hnotker concern with my eyes is thmt f hsve been under t r eawn t  witti a 
glaucoma spacialist: slnce 1997 fDr a condition called pigment dlspc?t2iii(w\ syndmme. 
The gEg& on the bacrk of my lrisas R a e  off and flcats En the iiquld lnside my 
eyes. These Eakes can m a t  to the area where RUE& &r and ex% the eye, M i m  
Me dmln and causing pressure W i h  a n  build up and Pead to g lauma if 
-Eked. 

Due to alwther lnjuy, the @&,it of my teft eye is hetd tn plam by thm steel 
plates and a flumlwr of screws. I cannot fully closa tlae eye. mat in itsett; Is a cause 
af discamfort: and head-, especiaily when there are changes In bammeblc 
pressurn. 

When I was a child, I was gmm 0 ear lnfecttons and msuffere@ ~ 8 t h  them for 
many ye;aw As a result, I have abut SO% heating loss in my right ear, whi& k 
m a w  scar tisue on the ineide, mk causes eamches which help touch off 
headactre?; that I betfieve am retzrted ao rhe steel plates. These we also caused by. 



cham- in  bsrometic pressure. 50 when &em k a sbm on th cay, or a *awe 
8W to m r  in the er, f kfiow ahead of Eim berwsa of the d i m t o r t  in my 
b e s  ly  the sin- around Cne leg ey.e whew the gtates 
am. X Bor mis problem. 

Wgdn, maBMr?rJ d w  not &q trpcr pain mgfeWy, twt &thr do W pp#b. 
1% does tam my rntnd off of the dismkrt  t o  tlue pobnt that X can %re& i am En pain. 
in n?y sifrsaSion, if I am RC& in @sin in on* area, c h a m  am E am strli rn par& 
m*se@h I m i n  a r& sta@ of pain and cmpfng. If k were at& Tor %e 
~ ~ a n s Z h a e i X ~ k t a M ~ e f e r t h s ~ o % m i ~ P e , I w w & R B d ; k a W e t c  
function. Until I started pain management, I was stuck'on the sofa because I wes 
afreld of the consequences of getting up and gmng cut. 

1 would IEk ta iead a nannal I& but Maei is nat: pmStrle anymap. I h w e  
karnePl to kwr what has tK?t?n dm& tO me in k% but do not understga why 
marSam, mmthlw that helm me %i mu&, 1s erwsilabk to me @?gal&. 

I t makes a giant difference and I truly believe I would be dead today if I was 
not able to smoke and forget the pain and take my focus off all this jumble of 
maladies. 1 doubt f would have made it chmuglt the chemotherapy and radiation. 
Given the ~ r w n o s k  and mv state of mlnd. I ombablv would have killed mvself. 

~~&~1na&rrly,-l Rild fffRndS Qlv@ hrf ;rifts oF mrifwnathrauphcPlt &a prrxess and ! 
honestly IkceJ it made the dHereme in my suwlval. 

Plea= h&p by vc3tEng " ~ '  en HB 1H3. Thank you hYr Me! oppoptuniw ?a be 
heard. 




