BEFORE THE PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTA TIVES
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
ONHB 1393 COWASSIONA’{E USE ACT OF 2009

i f}Marme mamed, father of a A-year-old son and S-yea;r-old daughter In January 1993 [ re~m3uzedﬁ e b e
"o ..my low back at work and ruptured a diso during. therapy, requiring surgery. T suffer from Spimal oo e
‘- Stenosis (narrowing of the. spinal canal) due to scar tissue, Sciatica, and bulging discs inmy fow oo o

- back 1 have severe pain in my. low back, 1egs and buttacks 1 atth permanenﬂy Disabled I am?i’j? o

. ::  :_ Oxycﬂnﬁﬁ, 10{) mg Tmce &aﬂy fér fam aﬁd Vahum. 5 mg = ttmes daﬁy fur thuscle spasmé I also_; -
in take, Ammlp’tylene 36 mg at bedttme for Depresszcm and Sleep and Ibupmfen 400-1000 mg daﬂy, -

- the peint f;hat medmauﬁns have no eﬂ‘ect whatsaever My pain beoomes ovemhetmng

“stress from’ worrying about finances, and the constant barassment from the Insurance carier,

I:have been usmg these Medlcamns for severai years Whﬂe they do help centrol my ® g LN
 never pam fme Shou'ld I dﬂ anyttnng too physmal su,ch a5 walkmg, dnvmg or standing.'- Tl g i

Due to my work mjury 1 lwe in poverty on workers compensation winch adids to my]; A

| T sending late payments, ignoring Judges orders, etc..I am forced to lic down with my legs up on' ' L s
& _plllows ‘waiting for relief that never comes. N{yrmally, several ‘tlrnes amonth 1 ﬁnd myself unabie: A el e

to walk at a]l ductoa “pmched’ nerve. j_ -

g _'nausea subsxdes allomng me to eat and it takes m} mmd eff my pam thereby Iessenmg the- f .

- ‘agony [ experience: I do not s}eep weH, ot do 1 feel Tested when T wake up: If T use Matijuana an il

~ hour-¢or two before bed, I am able to fall asleep and more importantly, stay asleep1 The constant.
lack of sleep exacerbates my pain and I constantiy feel drained of energy, which makes watchmg
: .my chxldren 4 bu:den, Agam Man_}uana allows me to get the sieep I desperately need.




a5 ::;'g gsmoke due te hawng COPD from mgarette smakmg In short Chramc pam causes armety a.nd _ .5
o idepressmn loss of appetite. and disturbed sleep. The constant, naggmg pam causes meto have' e
o anger zssues a.nd often renders me unﬁt to be in soczal settmgs e : = e

: Maruuana aﬂews me to get my mmci off my- paln, whxch has a dommo effect I feel Ies Gehinn
i pam, my muscle. spasms are ‘relieved somewhat and my prescrlpnon medica“tmn can wark as ji,
vt mtenﬁed Othermsel malmest bed ndden thh uncentrollablc pam. R TN

» I have grave cencems gcttmg, and usmg, Manjuam I Im,ow that it is. ﬁiegai and yet the. 3
_bencﬁts 1 get from usmg 1t outweigh the 1cga1 nsk When y{)u suffer long en@ugh you Ii de :
1 ianythmg to make the pam stop gl # ¢

i narma]ly aoq‘mre It through a.duit fnends I get smk 1f I dlSC(mtlnlle my Rx medlcatwns P

s oouﬁté:r at phé,x%names I m ver y concemed that I don t knnw anythmg about where 1t came fmm -_
R (gangs argamzed crime, etc. ?) Or if it was. growm/sprayed w1ﬂ1 haxmful chemxcals ‘

e o Medical studies ha,ve shown proof of pain rehef due to manjuana s effect on Pale = 5 .
| receptors in the brain. The Institute of Medicine was asked by the White House Office of =
' "National Drug Policy to conduct a review of the scientific evidence to-assess the pctentlal heslth oL,
S beneﬁts and nsks of man;uana and its cansntuent camabmmds 'I’hat review began n August- ' e -
: ;:'-';'_199'; fatbn W i ‘ o

: After revrewmg a series of trials in 1997 the US Soclety for Neurosclence L e
' '-cenc}uﬁed that "substances similar to or derived from marljuana ... conld benefif the
: more than 97 millien Antericans who experience some form of pain each year.” And the -
1999 study commmsmned by the White House and conducted by the Institute of Medicine
recognizes the role that cannabis can play in treating chrenic pam. "After nausea and

Lk vomiting; chmmc pain ‘was the eendltmn cited most often to the Instltute of Medlcme y
smdy team as a medlcmal use for marijuana e s T '

ﬁ'ﬁ The : udy faumi that "basm bmlogy mdr,cates 3 ruIe fur cannabmoids {a grpup of

iy _,componnd__s _fo_und in eannab:s] in pain and control of movement, which is consistent with

et pos:ﬂble therapeutw role in these areas. The evidence is relatively stmng for the -
. {reatment “of pain and mtngumgly, although less well establlshed, for movemem-

h dmerder i f

- : Accardmg o the Report, a number of briin areis ikat have an established ra!e in |
.sensmg a.mi procming pain respond ta the anaigas'ic effect of cannabts, such that‘ _




i cannabmmds have been used successfuily 10 treai:' eancer pam, whxch ls often ressstant to
treatmentmth op:ates : ,1_ % :

My fai:ber died i’rom lung cancer in. Juiy 1993.5 _He sald the only thmg thaf ailewed e 4 i
E tﬂ have an appetite was Marijuana. 1 watched as he wasted away, anable to i‘ind'; L
. marijuana, and he could barely keep dnwn eaas_of Ensure. T beg yeu o please pass the o

mpassion for those of us . A N

rk i _pm_ 'dmg rehef We don’t Wﬁl}f: _f_i;

My'tesﬂmany is submztted acoording 10 the law of the Comnonwealth of Pcnnsyivama‘-‘; L
. and the Rules of the Housa of chmsantatwes 'Ihank you fer this ﬂpportumty to bc hcard

| .DO];L Reitmeyer H_I _

_ Disabled/USMC Veteran

- (570)437-3806 :
frmtme@\{;n_zon(net

: '::Dated August 1 1 2009

Hnnorable Sen. G}m
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