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December 1, 2009

Honorable Matthew Baker
House of Representatives
Minority Chalrman

Health wiwd Homan Seivices
Committee

113 Ryan Office Building
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Honorable Frank Oliver
House of Representatives
Majority Chairman

Health and Humean Serviees
Committee

34 East Wing

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Re: HB 1393 Legalization of Mariiuana for Medicinal Purposes
Dear Chainpen Qliver and Bakes:

House Bill 1393 has been introduced 1o legalize the use of
marijiuana in Pennsylvania for medicinal purpeses, While we
support the uge of any medication that will relieve the pain of those
who have truly serfous and debilitating conditions, we believe this
bill is riddled with provisions that will lead to widespread abuse of
a hanmful substance, Additionally, we agree with the FDA that
there are alternatives to marijudna use that betfer treat chronic pain
and suffering.

HB 1393"s proposed legatization of mariiugna for treatment
purposes would bypass and disregerd the rigorous drug approval
provess conductad by the FDA to enswre a substance s safe and
hias a medicinal benefit. Tn 2006, the FDA found marfjuana to
have a high potential for abuse and a lack of accepted safery for ifs
use. Further, the FIDA hes serious coneerns regarding medieations
that are smoka{i. Smoking makes it more difficult 1 administer
safe, regulated doses and also introduces harmful chemical
bypmductc; Tar levels, for example, ave 4 times higher in
marijuana cigarettes than in a tobacco ciparetie. Instead, the FDA
has approved the use of Madrinol, a pharmaceutical product that
extracts the active ingredient of martiuana (THC) fnto a
scientifically regulated form. Marinol has worked effectively at



religving the nausea and vomiting associated with chemotherapy and {0 assist with the
loss of appetite in AIDS patienis.

House Bill 1393 does have an admirable goal: to provide relisf to sick and iafinm
paiients. Yet the actual i aripact of similar laws has been to encourage illegitimate
production and use of marijuana. The languaze of House Bill 1393 is verv similar to
legislation that was passed in California i 1996: the abuse probiems California has since
encountered with doctors, patients, and distributors is & cautionary fale 1o legisiators of
other stites,

One of the most troublesome provisions in FIB 1393 is the grant of power to prescribe
marijuana for almost any medical complaini. The negative effects of a broad pres”rapme
power havé besn demonstrated in Califormia, where the smate law allows prescripz:wns for
any iliness for which marijuana provides relief, Obraining a prescription is as €asy as
walking into a ¢linic and complaining about a tension headache- something that could be
eased with Tylenol as casily as marijuana. In an undercover study in Califorras, CRS
found that prescriptions for marijuana were written to individuals who complained of hair
foss, dry skin, and high heel pain. While doctors thay be overly generous in their
prescriptions, what they are doing is not against the Jaw- 1t is perfectly legal to make this
type of prescription al their patient’s reguest. HB 1393 simlarly allows ;m:smpt;onﬁ for
any wcakenmg condition that is r%gm;;ed as being treatable with maruuax}a m a manner
that is. superior to treatment wi th(}ut mar. z}udna What quahﬁes as “recognition™ by
licensed mediecal autherities or as a “superior™ treatment is not further explained, leaving
the door open for ambiguity and abuse.

Even more troublesorne 15 the production and diswribution of medical marijuana as
provided by HB 1393, “Compassion centers™ face little specification and regulation. No
doctors ot certified pharmacists need sversce the growth and distribution of marijuana
afier the prescription is written. There are no regulations for who will ensure that a
patient is not evermedicatad and that the produc! is grown and sold strictly for medicinal
use. In Califormia, the owner of one “compassion cenfer”™ {or “dispensary™ as they are
known i California) sold $4.5 million worth of “medical marijuana” in two years. He
wags recently arrested by the DEA on drug conspiracy charges,

The legislature should also be concerned with the message legalizing marijuana creates in,
society, especially to children and vouths encountering drugs for the first time, It
becomes more difficult to effectively teach drug resistance when the siate is supporting
marijuana cultivation and use, Moreover, long-term studies of teenagers and their drug
use patierns show that very few young people use other illegal drugs without first rying
mariiuana. Inereased use of cocaine and heroin and the accompanying increase in drug-
related evime is 4 high cost {o bear for the legalization of medical marijuana.
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in short, House Bill 1393 will create a myriad of problems for the Commonwealt,
including the unregulated production and sale of marijuana. Because of the potential for
abuse and the availability of a safe alternative, we oppose this bill.

Sincerely Yours,

N )

Edward M, Marsice, Ir.
President

CC: Mike Schwover, Counsel, Speaker of the House
Annmarie Kaiser, Legislative Liaison, Office of the Attorney General
Mike Pietuch, Executive Director, Pennsylvania District Attorneys Association
Executive Commitiee. Pennsylvania District Attomievs Association
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