ek 7 TEST]MONY OF. JESSE WINFIELQ SULLIVAN oy
_ BEFORE THE PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATNES
~ COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

 ON HOUSE BILL 1393 COMPASSIONATE USE ACT OF 2009 '

"~ Good morning, Chalrmen Oliver and Bakerf anil Members of tha

Committee My _name is 3esse Suilwan and I was bom on October 15, 1978 f

T would iike to speak abﬂut somethmg very clase to my hearl: The :

e -f_:ssue is the incarceration of the chronically ill. Once incarcerated, their
= :;;fundamentai rrght to {:hoose treatment and medzcatlon reg:mens for the:r

rthxs subjec:t due to my mnnectton wﬁ:h the correctionai system however Pl S S
today I am stepping forward so that I may exercise my right to free speech e

.'_;.f'_'anﬁ have my vo:ce heard

The treatment of the chronicaliy ill by incarceratmn for seif medica_ting g

s inhumane. I have seen dying men in prison for small amounts of

" marijuana for medical use. How is that justice? Who among us has the right.
. to.impose upon. another our belsef in hcw we think the’y should aope wath a :
i ,\ldemﬁtatlng disease? ks : v %, : Pl 3 ™ P

I speak af sncmd:biy pamful and depressang diseases such as AIDS

Hepatitis mu!tipie sclerpsis, and ¢ancer. This is not ‘only cruel but completely

kN defies Pennsylvania's Constitution. Section 2 under political powers in the -~
Y ZPennsylvania Constitution states “A!l power is inherent in the people, and ali - i
- free gcvernments are founded on their authority and instituted for thelr

peace, safety and happiness. For the advarnicement of these ends they have

~at all times an inalienable and indefeasible right to alter, reform or abolish
4 ;'theur government in such manner as thay may think proper"

i ._'-:-e'gr'egiously askew fmm what our fcrefathers enwstoned fer th;s great state AR

Wzth those wc:rds in mind, it wouid seem to. me that we are

& rights that are granted us as a peopte in the tcnststutson

What are the issues? One major issue is that the right fora

' 'Pennsylvania resident to make a decision of their own free will, which hurts
- no other person, has been long ago taken, However the btgger _issue is

':: 1 :




| humamty, ,and the fact that 2 persen suffering from a fatal dasease _
o ,-should not have to be burdened with insufferable pain, and the fear that
3 5% -_shou?d they choose to self medrcate they could die ina co id pnson ceii

7. Most of us can hot fathom what these’ ;aeople suffer with every day,
bl ever_yone understancfs money, SO lets @ok at this fi‘ﬁm a cotd financial

-7 may no longer medicate with marijuana for relief, so where marijuana s
. relieved a multitude of symptoms, this person must now have a separate
" medication for each symptom. 1 think we can alf understand the obvious

| :-;care.

:_'gsux:h suffering, but iet’s for a moment focus on one: AIDS. The average
. fincarcerated AIDS patient will cost $4684.92 a month. Shockmg? Thatis

~pnly the cost for their life sustaining medication, this does not include the % Sk

- 'medication they now need to curb the side effects of that life sustalning

- medication. You can find in any drug book or pharmacy the most common - .

2 sude effects of Ka!etra, V:read Izentress, and cnmbmr '

Fﬂf‘ &ach Qf these drugs the most comman szde effects are -anorexia,

iR nausea, vomitting, dizziness, extremity pain and headache. So now add the

- -cost of all the medication needed to treat those intolerable side effects.
5_‘-’Aleng wnth that consider that they require a special diet full of protein and -
. " calories, along with supplernental drinks to keep them from major weight
- loss. So let's do some math, ajl of these medical needs addressed, this

U il ';-_‘inmate costs the tax payers close to $8000.00 a month. Hardiy seems
ol worth it for a $300.00 offense, - .

s Twlf am now going to address my personal issves, that I have had to
~.overcome without the help of my Country or State. I suffer from depression,
- anxiety, and insomnia, some of which was brought on from the traumatic -
_experiences suffered in the service and from working in maximum. security zn
... the prison system. I have seen death, suffering, been placed in unnetving

ession the tax payers begin footmg the bill for this | person, This perSoh R o

fe 7-3?;5;, ' costs for an inmate - housing, food, and officers to staff the institution. That . e
.. amournts to nothmg compared to the buli the taxpayers foot for thelr medlcai ot

positions and high tension satuations whuc:h unless you have been there, you . :

o y would not understand

: Doctors have prescnbed me different medncatrons but all have their -
- own drawbacks. The most recent was Ambien with which for the first time in

my hfe 1 had susc&da! thoughts Why is thls drug iegal that has claimed lives ;

2




" but I am mt ailawed to chese to mgest a pfant that the “Maker" (uf you
2 belreve in ane) hnmse!f has plac:ed here for us. '

T BN My aduft life. has been spent servmg our nat;on anci iocai cemmumty
. --and for thfs 1 want to be ab!e to chose how I med;cate

L of :Pennsylvama and the Ruiles of the House af Representatwes Thank yeu
ol el fer th:s op;:ortunity to be heard :

 pated: ) A3 72009 Jesse Sullivan

My testimony is submitted according to the law of the Ccmmonwealth _ i

10 Tia Circle, Mount Joy, PA 17552

- 717-968 2?74 }ws-#tatt@gmaii ccm'f






