_ TESTIMONY OF . Saris ). Patie :
BEFGRE THE PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
~ COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

ON HB 1393 COMPASSIONATE USE ACT OF 2009

- Good mornmg, Chairmen Oliver and Baker, and Members of the Co_mmtttee

& My name s Dr. Denis Petro. I'm writing In suppnrt of the H B. 1393, the
A Compassionate Use Med;cai Marfjuana Act.

Tama board cerhﬂed neum!ogtst w;th over 25 years expenence in neumfagy, s . i v

e ciihlcal pharmacoiogy and marijuana research, recognized world-wide as the first:
" ¢linical reseatrcher to conduct a double-blind, placebo. controlled clinical tral of THC

' {a substance derlved from marijuana) demonstrating the efficacy of marijuana in -

treating painful muscle spasms in patients with multiple sclerosis (Journal of Clinical

-_'Pharmacofogy 1981 21 413 16) In the past 10 years I have wntten 4 book

£ j‘ at the Umted States Court of Appeals for the Federal C;rcunt (717 Madison P!ace, NW

Washlngtan DC} beéfore Judde Frandis L. Young (Admm:stratwe Law Judge, .S,

o Drug Enforcement Adm;mstratmn) In Justice Young’s decision dated September 6,

: ./1988, he repeated elements of my. affidavit and direct test:mony {Pages 52- =53} in his
'-'deces;on regardmg marijuana in freatment of symp!:oms associated with MS. Asa.
- former FDA officer and with considerable experience in neurplogy and drug

devekopment I have been cailed on to participate as an expert in a number of cases

" involving drug development, drug toxicity and clinical syndromes in neurology. My
; quai:ﬁcat;ons have been accepted as an expert both in state and federal cases and

the courts in the USA Canada and the United ngdom have recogmzed my -

expert;se

: : Manjuana Is recogmzed by the medical community as safe and effectiveinthe =
treatment of the pain and musc!e spasms assoc:ated with miuttiple sclerosis, spinal.
__mrd injury, and CNS mJury In patients who have not obtaaned symptom relief with .

.- conventional therapy, marijuana offers a rationa} alternative at least as safe as.

" - canventional therapy without the potential for fatal overdose and addiction habahty

seen with opioids and dangemus drug c:ombmatlons

I base my: opmion on the body of clinical research "pubtished'm peer revneWéd
medlca! 3oumals beginning with my eriginal double~-blind clinical trial published in

- 1981, which demonstrated beneficial effects of rarijliana on spasticity associated -

% with multiple sclerosis. This research was confirmed by eight subsequent

:mdependent clinical trials demonstrating the therapeutic efficacy of maruuané in

© patients with ruscle spasms and pain. Finally, in the year 2000, a landmark study

. .conducted:-in the United Kingdom entitled “Cannabinoids control spasticity and
“tremor in a multiple sclerosis model” [Nature, 2000 Mar 2: ;404(6773):84-7)

. referenced my onglnal research and concluded that their study “provides a rationale
. for patients’ indications of the therapeutic potential of cannabfs In the coritrol of the

symptoms of muitiple sclerosis”. Based on this and other evidence, the drug
regulatory authority of Canada (Health Canada) approved the cannabis extract
Sativex® for the Indication “adjunctive treatment for the symptomatic relfef of
neuropathic pain in muftiple sclerosis in aduits” in the year 2005. The neuropathic




; pam seen in MS is similar to the pam assoeciated w:th spinal inj ury The scxentsﬁc
. evidence demionstrates the effectiveness and safety of cannabis In treatment of
chronic: pain syndromes. When compared with potent opioid anaigesit: agents such a5
Vicodin, marijuana is a safe and effective therapeutic modality in treatrment of S
- patients with severe and d;sab!mg ‘chronic pain such as in.MS and in relsaving cancer

-~ paih, Additional research done by the US National Institutes of Health in Bethesda ey
" .demonstratad the antioxidant and neuroprotective properties of cannabinoidsieading -
* to the award of a Patent (#6,630,507) on cannabis as useful in the prevention and .

 treatment of age-refated mﬁammatory and autoimmufe diseases and nervous .o
et SYETOM d:sorders such as Parkmson 5 dlsease Alzheimer s dlsease and HIV

o E 1 support the passage of the HB 1393 the Compassmnate Use Mar;juana Act,
ok it w:th recogmtion of countless seriously ill patients with MS, spinal cord injury, AIDS,
3 -"'termmal ‘cancer and other conditions made more tolerabie by using ‘medicinal
. marijuana, One of the most- memorable patients I've had the opportupity to meet - - L
. was Ms. Cheryl Miller, & résident of New Jersey, who died In 2003 after a long. battie 28
- with multiple sclerosis. Her memory can be hcnored by passage of. this Act to reheve e 2, S
: the suffenng of seriousty il patients . _ £y

Sintere_ly,' '

Dated: 18 November, 2009

or. Deriis 1. Petro M.D.
' _.500 Grove Street =
g _’Catasauqua, PA 18032
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