
TESTIMONY OF Rr, Denis I. Petro 
BEFORE THE PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITFEE ON HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
ON Hi3 1393 COMPASSIONATE USE ACT OF 2009 

Good morning, Chairmen Oliver and Baker, and Members of the Committee. 
My name is Dr. Denis Petro. I'm writing in support of the H.B. 1393, the 
Compassionate Use Medical Marijuana kt, 

I am a board-certified neurologist with over 25 years experience in neurology, 
clinical pharmacology and marijuana research, recognized world-wide as the first 
clinical researcher to conduct a doubie-blind, placebo controiled clinical trial of THC 
(a substance derived from marijuana) demonstrating the efficacy of marijuana in 
treating painful musde spasms in patients with multiple sclerosis (Journal o f  Cllnlcal 
Pharmacolvgy 1981, 21:413-16). i n  the past 10 years I have written 4 book 
chapters (Spasticity and Chronic Pain, Seizure Disorders, and Cannabis in Multiple 
Sclerosis: Women's Health Concerns) on the subject of cannabis therapeutics. In 
1987, I testified in the matter of Marijuana Rescheduling Petition {Docket No.86-22) 
at the United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit (717 Madison Place, NW 
Washington, DC) before Judge Francis L. Young (Administrative Law Judge, U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration). I n  Justice Young's decision dated September 6, 
1988, he repeated elements of my affidavit and direct testimony (Pages 52-53) in his 
decision regarding marijuana in treatment of symptoms associated with MS. As a 
former FDA Officer and with considerable experience En neurology and drug 
development, I have been called on to participate as an expert in a number of cases 
involving drug deveiopment, drug toxicity and clinical syndromes in neuroiogy. My 
qualifications have been accepted as an expert both in state and federal cases and 
the courts in the USA, Canada and the United Kingdom have recognized my 
expertise. 

Marijuana is recognized by the medicai community as safe and effective in the 
treatment of the pain and muscle spasms associated with multiple sclerosis, spinal 
mrd injury, and CNS injury. In  patients who have not obtained symptom relief with 
conventional therapy, marijuana offers a rational alternative at least as safe as 
conventional therapy wbthout the potential for fatal overdose and addiction liability 
seen with opioids and dangerous drug combinations. 

I base my opinion on the body of clinicai research published in peer reviewed 
medicai journals beg~nning with my original double-blind clinicai trial published in 
1981, which demonstrated beneficial effects of marijuana on spasticity associated 
with multiple sclerosis. This research was confirmed by eight subsequent 
independent clinical trials demonstrating the therapeutic efficacy of marijuana in 
patients with musde spasms and pain. Finally, in the year 2000, a landmark study 
conducted in the Unlted Kingdom entitled "Cannabinoids control spasticity and 
tremor in a multiple sclerosis model" (Nature, 2000 Mar 2;404(6773):84-7) 
referenced my original research and conciuded that their study "provides a raNonale 
for patients'indications o f  the therapeutic potential of cannabis h €he control of the 
symptoms of multiple sclerosis". Based on this and other evidence, the drug 
regulatory authority of Canada (Health Canada) approved the cannabis extract 
SativexB for the indication "adjunctive treatment for the symptomatic relief of 
neuropathic pain in multiple sclerosis in adults" in the year 2005. The neuropathic 
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pain seen in MS is similar to the pain associated with spinal injury. The scientific 
evidence demonstrates the effectiveness and safety of cannabis in treatment of 
chroaic pain syndromes. When compared with potent opioid analgesic agents such as 
Vicodin, marijuana is a safe and effective therapeutic modality in treatment of 
patients with severe and disabling chronic paln such as in MS and in  rei~eving cancer 
pain. Additional research done by the US National Institutes of Health in Bethesda 
demonstrated the antioxidant and neuroprotectlve properties o f  cannabinoids leading 
to the award Of a Patent (#6,630,507) on cannabis as useful in the prevention and 
treatment of age-related inflammatory and autoimmune diseases and nervous 
system disorders such as Parkinson's disease, Alzheimer's disease and HIV 
dementia. 

I support the passage of the HB 1393, the Compassionate Use Marijuana Act, 
wlth recognition of countless seriously ill patients with MS, spinal cord injury, AIDS, 
terminal cancer and other conditions made more tolerable by using medicinal 
martjuana. One of the most memorable patients I've had the opportunity to meet 
was Ms. Cheryl Miller, a resident of New Jersey, who died in 2003 after a long battle 
with multiple sclerosis. Her memory can be honored by passage of this Act to relteve 
the suffering of seriousiy ill patfents. 

Sincerely, 

18 November, 2009 

Dr. Denis 3.  Petro, M. 
500 Grove Street 
Catasauqua, PA 18 
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In addition to the publications listed above, many regulatory 
documents have been prepared including IND and NDA filings. 
Otherdocuments are accessible thru the Freedom of Information 
Act. 
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