
Good morning ladies and gentlemen, chairman Ed Staback and members of 
the house fish and game committee. I would like to thank you for this 
opportunity to address you on the subject of issuing of antlerless deer license. 
This is a very important issue to the deer hunters of Pennsylvania and a very 
emotional issue to many of our hunters. 

My name is Ron Peters. I am the president of the Crawford County Sportsmen's 
Council, a member of the Pennsylvania Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, 
former chairman of the northwest division of the PFSC and a director of the 
Saegertown Area Sportsmen's Club. I would like to state that my testimony is 
not on the behalf of the PFSC. 

I would like to inform you that I have worked on a voluntary. basis in Crawford 
County on the issuing of antlerless licenses for approximately 26 years. I have 
seen several different issuing methods over this time which I feel gives me the 
authority to speak on this subject. I have stood in line at the Warren County 
courthouse from 6 pm the night before antlerless licenses went on sale over the 
counter where the line had completely encircled the whole city block and 
started over with three abreast. Believe me, this is not a reasonable way to 
issue antlerless licenses. 

The system used this year turned out to be the most labor intent and time 
consuming I have encountered in my 25 years of volunteering. However, I feel 
it might work if it were tweaked properly. The largest problem was that nearly 
90% of the applications did not place their CID numbers on their checks. This 
had to be done by the issuing agent which was very time consuming. Another 
problem area - the application in the hunting digest should not be used for 
issuing for first licenses and is much larger than necessary. It was necessary to 
fold it at least twice to go into the envelope, making it difficult to work with for 
those entering them into the computer. 

Many of the problems were occurring frequently which indicated the applicant 
did not understand the instructions. We received may complaints that the 
original applications were very hard to write on which in turn made them hard 
to read. These are only a few of the problems we encountered. 

I have heard suggestions for the future to remove county treasurers from the 
system. I feel that county treasurers are more efficient and knowledgeable and 
this would be a mistake. I have also heard of a possible lottery system. No  one 
I have talked with is in favor of a lottery type system that may leave out a son, 
daughter, wife, lifetime hunting buddy or yourself. 



Some suggest getting your antlerless license when you purchase your hunting 
license. This would make hunting license issuing day "Black Friday" all over 
again in June. This would require issuing agents to have more than one 
computer and printer. Should an error occur, it would shut down an issuing 
agent untiI the problem is corrected with long lines waiting. 

Another thing to think about is non-residents not being able to purchase an 
antlerless license in the more desirable WMU's, especially in the WMU's where 
4 point restrictions are in place when it is extremely difficult to count four on a 
side for a rifle hunter. H e  will not buy a license at all if he cannot get an 
antlerless tag. 

In closing, I welcome any questions you may have and I will use my 25 years 
experience to answer them to the best of my ability. 

Once again, I thank Representative Staback and the house fish and game for 
this opportunity to testify 

Ron Peters 

Pres. - Crawford Co. Sportsmen's Council 




