
William R. Buechner 

Vice President, Economics and Research 
American Road & Transportation Builders Association 

Washington, D.C. 

Dr. William R. Buechner is Vice President for Economics and Research for the 
American Road and Transportation Builders Association. He is responsible for 
managing the association's program of research and analyses on industry trends, the 
economic impact of industry operations and current and pending legislation and 
regulations. He also manages~special industry surveys and studies in response to 
ARTBA's member needs and overall mission. 

Prior to joining ARTBA in July 1996, Dr. Buechner was a senior economist for 21 years 
on the staff of the Congressional Joint Economic Committee, where he worked with 
members of Congress on a broad range of economic policy issues, including budget 
issues, Federal Reserve interest rate policies, Federal infrastructure policies, labor 
force and job training issues, and government regulation. He wrote numerous studies 
and reports for the Committee, helped Committee members prepare and manage 
legislation, managed over 300 Committee hearings, and developed computerized 
databases of economic information for use by Committee members and staff. He also 
served on the staff of the Senate Select Committee on Small Business. 

Dr. Buechner is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Amherst College in Amherst, 
Massachusetts and received a Ph.D. in economics from Harvard University. Prior to 
joining the staff of the Joint Economic Committee, he was a member of the Department 
of Economics at Smith College in Northampton, Massachusetts. He has served on the 
faculty of the Boston University Washington Intern Program and has also been an 
adjunct faculty member at the George Washington University, American University and 
George Mason University, where he taught evening courses in economics and 
economic policy. 

He and his wife Judith live in Falls Church and Maurertown, Virginia. They have four 
children and eight grandchildren. 



- 
By William Buechner, Ph.D. ' *A 

Vice President, Economics and Research 
American Road and Transportation Builders 

Association 
February 5, 2009 



Economic Recoueerylegisis/riin - - -- 
House - $30 billion 
- $20.4 billion to states, $7.4 billion to MPOs 
- half obligated within 90 days, rest by end of 

FY 2010 

Senate - $27 billion 
- $1 5.8 b to states, most oblig in 180 days 
- $10.5 b to MPOs, obligate in one year 
- $5.5 billion for large discretionary grants 
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Source ARTBA, Value of Transportation Construction Put In Place, adj w. composrte Index 
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Billions of dollars 
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American Road & 
Transportation Builders 

Association 

comuarison of House and Senate Economic Recovery Bills 

House Recovery Bill Senate Recovery Bill 

Highways ($30 billion total) 
$800 million for set-asides 
$16 billion (55 %) directly to state DOTs 

o $8 billion obligated in 90 days or 
redistributed 

o $8 billion obligated by August 2010 
or redistributed 

$13 billion (45 %) treated as STP funds 
o $1.3 billion for Transportation 

Enhancements 

o $7.4 billion (62.5 %)to MPOs 

$3.7 billion obligated in 75 
days or sent to state DOT, 
which must obligate funds in 
15 days or redistributed 
$3.7 billion obligated by July 
2010 or sent to state, which 
must obligate funds in 30 
days or redistributed 

o $4.4 billion (37.5 %) to state DOTs 

$2.2 billion obligated in 90 
days or redistributed 
$2.2 billion obligated by 
August 20 10 

Funds distributed by existing highway 
formula 

All projects 100 percent federal 

All funds are for STP eligible activities 
(basically everything) 

Highways ($27.06 billion total) 
$700 million for set asides 
$15.8 billion (60 %) directly to state DOTs 

o $13.18 billion obligated in 180 days or 
redistributed 

o $2.62 billion obligated in one year or 
transferred to "discretionary surface 
transportation grants" (details below) 

$10.5 billion (40 %) directly to MPOs 
o All funds must be obligated in one year 

or transferred to "discretionary surface 
transportation grants" 

Funds distributed by existing Surface 
Transportation Program (STP) formula and are 
for STP eligible activities (basically everything) 
All projects up to 100 percent federal, state 
share at the discretion of recipient 

States must spend five percent of formula funds 
on Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality 
Improvement Program activities 

Funds may be used for storm water runoff, 
passenger and freight rail, and port 
idkastructure 

Discretionary Grants For A National Surface 
Transportation System 

$5.5 billion for surface transportation 
discretionary grants (no comparable House 
provision) 

o Secretary of Transportation awards 
competitive grants for projects 
impacting nation or region 

o Project size $20 million to $500 million 



Public Transportation 

$7.5 billion for bus and equipment 
purchases 

a $2 billion for fixed guideway modernization 
grants 
$2.5 billion for capital investment grants 
(commuter rail and light rail) 

a For all categories, half of funds must be 
obligated in 90 days and the remaining half 
must be obligated by September 30, 2010 
Funds are 100 percent federal 

Airport Infrastructure 

o All modes eligible (including passenger 
and freight rail and port infrastructure) 

o Applications for the $5.5 billion must be 
received in 180 days and projects 
awarded in one year 

o Second round of applications in one 
year for funds transferred from 
unobligated highway and transit formula 
funds 

o Secretary may use $200 million of the 
$5.5 billion for TIFIA Program. 

Public Transportation 
$8.2 billion for bus and equipment purchases 
$200 million for set-asides 
No funds for fixed guideway modernization or 
capital investment grants 

$3 billion for the Airport Improvement Half of the formula funds must be obligated in 
Program (AIP) 180 days or redistributed 
Half of funds must be obligated in 90 days The remaining half of formula funds must be 
and the remaining half must be obligated by obligated in one year or transferred to 
September 30,2010 "discretionary surface transportation grants" 
Funds are 100 percent federal All projects up to 100 percent federal, state 

share at the discretion of recipient 

Rail Aviation System 
$800 million for Amtrak $1.1 billion for Airport Improvement Program 

a $300 million for grants to states to develop $200 million for facilities and equipment 
passenger rail infrastructure 
Half of funds preferred to be obligated in 90 No stated "use it or lose it" requirement 
days and the remaining half must be 
obligated by September 30,2010 

a Funds are 100 percent federal Funds are 100 percent federal 

Rail 
$850 million for Amtrak 

a $250 million for grants to states to develop 
passenger rail infrastructure 
$2 billion for high speed rail 
Funds are 100 percent federal 
No stated "use it or lose it" requirement 
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Senate Republicans Block Amendment to  Boost Stimulus Transportation Funds 
The U.S. Senate came two votes short of overcoming a procedural objection Republicans raised 

against an amendment to the chamber's economic recovery package that would have added $25 billion to the 
measure's infrastructure investments. The amendment by Senate Transportation Appropriations 
Subcommittee Chairman Patty Murray (D-Wash.) and Interior Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Dianne 
Feinstein (D-Calif.) would have increased the recovery bill's highway and bridge funding from $27 billion to $40 
billion, raised transit investment by $5 billion to $13.4 billion, and provided $7 billion for water and sewer 
infrastructure activities. 

Senate Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee Ranking Republican James lnhofe (R-Okla.) 
raised a point of order against the Murray-Feinstein Amendment because it would have increased the overall 
cost of the bill by $25 billion. Senators voted 58 to 39 to overcome the lnhofe objection, but waiving a point of 
order requires 60 votes. The only Republicans to vote for the Murray-Feinstein Amendment were Senators Kit 
Bond (R-Mo.) and Arlen Specter (R-Pa.). Senator Mary Landrieu (D-La.) was the lone Democratic vote against 
the amendment and Senators Judd Gregg (R-N.H.) and Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.) did not vote. 

It should be noted that a number of Republican senators who voted to block the Murray-Feinstein 
Amendment, rejected similar procedural maneuvers to deny increased highway and transit investment in 2004 
and 2005 as part of the debate over SAFETEA-LU. The stimulus package debate has become very partisan. 
Senate Republican leaders are expected to offer a substitute amendment that will consist of tax cuts and 
mortgage assistance. 

While the defeat of the Murray-Feinstein Amendment is a setback for our efforts to increase the 
recovery bill's transportation investments, there will be other opportunities to boost transportation funding as 
the Senate continues to debate the package, including: 

Senate EPW Committee Chairman Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) and Senator lnhofe will offer an 
amendment that could increase the bill's highway and bridge investment by up to $50 billion. The 
amendment would transfer funds provided in the bill for other programs that are not committed within 
one year to highway and bridge improvements; 
Senator Charles Schumer (D-N Y.) is expected to offer an amendment to increase the package's transit 
investment, and 
Senate Finance Committee Chairman Max Baucus (D-Mont.) will propose an amendment that would 
cancel the $8.75 billion rescission in highway contract authority scheduled for implementation on 
September 30. 

The Senate is expected to spend the remainder of this week on the economic recovery bill. We will 
keep you posted on further developments. If you have not already done so, please contact your senators 
through the toll-free ARTBA Action Hotline (1-888-448-2782) to  urge them to support efforts to increase 
transportation investment in the economic recovery bill. 
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