
Chis1 EXasulivL 01iXEar 
Pi.,idS"l 
S E V E N  h% TEUEFSEN 

cniel ~ i n a n c ~ i l l  onlw 
E x n u t l i ~  Vlca PrDsldDnl 
ROSWkRY SCHOELLKOPF 

YlrePlssldd 
opnauen* Marketing 
IOSEPH 14 WIEGOCKI 

V i a  Prosfdent 
COrnninaionsr 
ROBERIP. FAHEWTY. JR. 

C~rnmirrionor 
ROBERT A C0NI:OR 

E ~ B E U I I V ~  Dlre~lar 
o,Swrl"l €"ants 

DAYiDA FROELICII 

1n:rll"aLa~ei 
~aMolD~l0c:illrc 

Cbdrrnsn nl lhe BtmrO 
JAMES B WAGONER 
F a  5mn'i. AR 

RAYLA JALLISON 
Blaambi#an. M N  

ROUERTDICKSON 
.%rsMru, I N  

RUSSELLOIETHRICK. JR 
:.w~s!Om. NY 

MARION E. ELLlOTI 
Mmtscr. CA 

JOE FEAlllEnSTON 
Ber.!.mIc, A S  

CEONbRJ J. HAMMER 
FWlDI. C4 

JJS.1 IIILL 
Pimr Civil. AA 

GEORGE VliL'f 
N0.Whl l .  U* 

Jllil LEMP 
Cbqmiio. w 
RAYMOt:D LOTlERZO 
Mrilo Sn iP .  NJ 

NOnMUI I4ESSlER 
LynCv""illQ, vr 
XE:J;IY P.SER:iONS 
HaveI1C)I NC 

STEVEN M. TELLEFSEN 
HeRRm. to 
t i o n h r i w ~ ~ f v i s  
Bud:ily!Oli, CO 

I.lkRKA. VIATKINS 
Evmr"&is. lN 

UORDON WELODURNE 
Suns". BC. Camla 
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Phen,no: 609-695-1434 Fax: 609695-2505 

September 14.2007 

The Honorable Louise Willia~ns Bisltop, Chairman 
PENNSYLVANLA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Colnlnittee on Children & Youth 
Room 326 Main Capitol Building 
P. 0. Box 202192 
I-Iarrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 

Dear Representative Bishop: 

Babe Ruth League, Inc. is headquartered in Trenton and has over 1,000,000 players puticipatng on 
57,000 teams in 9,200 leagues. Over the years, the success of our baseball and sotthat1 progranls has 
been, first and foremost, due to our volunteers in states across the country and around the world. In 
Pennsylvania, Babe Ruth League, Inc, chartelJs over 350 leagues, 2,500 teams and 35,000 players. 

Let me state from the outset that d l  of Babe Ruth League's volunteers, from the local league 
Rfmilgcr to tile Chai~man of tlie 17-member Intcrnotional Boald, are dedicated to thc betterment oT 
youth and their safety, while a t  the same time producing better basebnll and sottball players. 

Given our unprecedented involvement in the youth games of basebnll and softball, Babe Ruth 
League, Ine. is concerned with your bill that would ban nluininum bats from the games in 
Pennsylvania. Specifically, as an international organization, wo are concerned that t11e bill labels 
alu~ninuln bats - and therefore our sport - unsafe. 

From our viewpoint, Babe Ruth Lcague provides opportunilies for children aged 4 to 18 to play 
baseball in a structured, supervised and safe environment that promotes sound values like 
sportsmanship, tcam\vork and dedication. In adopting our league rules, in establishing standards for 
the game and in all planning for our organization, the primnry consideration is the welfare of our 
participants. Babe Ruth League, Inc. would not pernlit the use of aluminurn baseball bate if they were 
a safety risk to our players. Tllc fact of the matter, alulninum baseball bats have been good for youth 
baseball and do not represent a safety issue to our participants. 

Wllilc participation in our probpxun has steadily increased over the past several years, our records 
mdicate no significant rise in the number of claims per team per year, nor has there been an 
increase in the dollar amount of claims. In the past three years loss dollars per participant and loss 
dollars per claim have remained stable. The data from our insurance carrier does not support the 
theory that players are a t  an increased risk of injury due to the usc of non-wood bats. 

Regardless, injuries in baseball and soRball can and do occur; but statistically, basehall is a safer 
spurt than many youth nctiv~ties and sports. Babe Ruth League, Inc. constantly reviews out. rules 
und safety Issues, and we feel there is no reason from our data and experience to change our bat 
rules 

Steven &I. Tellefsen w 
PresidentlCEO 

SMTItc 
cc: Jim Darby, Easton Sports 


