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A COUNCIL OFTROlT UNLIMiTED FEBRUARY 16,2000 

Thank you for providing the opportunity for PA Trout to provide testimony to be 

included in the official record of the House Environmental Resources and Energy Committee's 

hearings on ''Current and Proposed Bonding Requirements on Coal Mining." PA Trout has 

nearly 9000 members in 56 chapters statewide. The mission of PA Trout is to protect, restore and 

enhance the wldwater fishery resources of Pennsylvania and their waters he&. 

PA Trout first adopted an official policy statement on mining in the 1980's. The most 

recent revision of that policy statement occurred in April of 1999 and is attached to this 

testimony. I will not read the policy statement today, but you will see that it makes clear that PA 

Trout is not opposed to mining, but insists that mining be done in an environmentally sound way. 

PA Trout has hold a long-standing interest and involvement in the regulation of coal 

mines in Pennsylvania, and specifically the reclamation bonding program. One of ow former 

presidents, William Kodrich, was on the ad hoc committee that developed the document that 

eventually became Pennsylvania's "primacy" coal mining law in 1980. 

We were one of the plaintiffs in the lawsuit brought against the predecessor of the 

Deparbnent of Environmental Protection in 1981 that attempted to force the Department to 

ensure that the bonds posted for coal mine were sufficient to guarantee full reclamation. That 
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