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Honcrable Chairman, Members of tThe Transportation

[41]

Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen, good morning. I am John

Director of the Bureau of Traific Saiety Cperaticns
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for the Pennsylvani cf Transportation. I would
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like to express my appreciation for the cpportunity to

testify before this ccommittee with regard to House Biil 562.
I am certzin vou are aware that the Department embraces

tne concept proposed in this legislaticon that would reduce

our current vehicle safety inspecticn reguirement from twice

vearlv to once a year. We believe the statistical evidence
9
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produced by the Office of Budget and Acministraticn is both
S T 2 = T Rme mai mp mmriie] TvoT

clezr 2nd valid. This repori concludes that an annual pericdil
~otcr wvehicle insgpecticn (PMVI) for safety will not adversely

-
=Ffzct hichway safetv in Pennsylwvanlia.

Department’'s history. Much of our imprcvement 18 & direct
result of the recogniiion of changing conditions in the
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citizens. The proposed annuval PMVI will add to this by

the safety of our comnstituency.

ig recognized as a

v

Periodic vehicle safety inspectior
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reguisite portion of an overall highw safety program. The
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ernzctments was the development ©f 18 Highway Safety 2rogram
Stzndards covering topics from accicent investigation and
syaffic control devices to driver licensing and treific courcs.
Standard Number 1 is Periodic Motor Vehicle Inspection.
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both in the highway safety as well as the eccnomical arenas.

We believe that an annual inspectiion a&s propesed in House

11 562 will pro

vide such & program. We

ion is essential in minimizing the

any system should not place an undugé RErGEnip on the vehicle
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through usé - that is brake shoes wear out as they are utilized,

reduction in individual vehicle miles o

u
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many Ccompcnencs.

Cecreased wear rate for m

Since ocur existing regulations have ceveloped over many

1

Tocuirment and Inspection Regulstions Manuzl, would take zbout
cnz and one—-nzlf hours. According fc the OBR report, Pennsyl-
vaniz passengey CaX 1NsSpections are routinely cone in thirty
0 fortv-five minutes. In othey words, insgection stztions
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-=z rules in a rezlistic, saigty-CcConsSclous way
Today vou wall preobably hesr the COnTention Theét TOTE
SxtEnsive
Zefesiive CCOOCnEnts
Tovevsr, accordéing to the OBA reporit, vehlcle Yepailr COStS
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brakelining wear is use related &

s not tied to vehicle usage (as would be the case 1 the
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number of vehicles requiring repair under the current program
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along with cost figures for this service. In the Bursau o

each month, and based upon inIormation vhmitted by avery

While we are on the subject of costs, a guestaon regardlin
ircurance rates nad been raised With respact to this crcoosed
chence from twice vearly tO & once & ye&ar venicle csafety
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-owners of passenger vehicles é&o. .
Second, we plan to coordinate the znnual inspection oI

wehicles with the staggered recistraticn renewal program.
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Ln anmnuel inspecoion prograﬁ zs proposed in House Bill
S£7 would resul:i in dramatically reduced metorisc inconveniencs
2mi cost while maintaining present levels of traific safety.
- i estimated that Pemnsylvania's €.8 millicn gutomebiles
=2 emall truck owners would save mcre than s¢l million a year
tain
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zr3 inconvenience while not

levels of traffic safety.
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ror the opportunity to

+o House Bill 562.
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