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SESSION OF 2022 206TH OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 5

SENATE
TUESDAY, January 25, 2022

The Senate met at 1 p.m., Eastern Standard Time.

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor John K. Fetterman)
in the Chair.

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by Hon. MEGAN MAR-
TIN, Secretary of the Senate:

Let us pray.
Today, Lord, we come to You asking that You help us to keep

the faith. In the letter to the Hebrews, we learn that faith is confi-
dence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not
see. These days, Lord, we all hope for so much, yet keeping the
faith is easier said than done. We hope so much for our families,
communities, Commonwealth, and country. We hope for good
health for our family, friends, colleagues, and communities. We
hope for peace and prosperity throughout our nation. We hope
for wisdom and unity as we carry out our duties here in the Sen-
ate. Help us, Lord, to keep the faith and to remain steadfast, re-
membering that You do hear our prayers and needs and that You
are working behind the scenes to intercede on our behalf, bring-
ing to fruition all that for which we hope. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.)

BILLS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate
Bills numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which were
read by the Clerk:

January 25, 2022

Senators SANTARSIERO, KEARNEY, SAVAL, HUGHES,
COMITTA, FONTANA, CAPPELLETTI, MUTH and COSTA
presented to the Chair SB 1011, entitled:

An Act amending Title 65 (Public Officers) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in ethics standards and financial disclosure,
further providing for restricted activities.

Which was committed to the Committee on ENVIRONMEN-
TAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, January 25, 2022.

Senators FLYNN, SANTARSIERO, FONTANA, KANE,
BREWSTER, SCHWANK, COSTA and YUDICHAK presented
to the Chair SB 1022, entitled:

An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in disabled veterans' real estate tax exemption,
further providing for exemption.

Which was committed to the Committee on VETERANS
AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, January 25,
2022.

Senators FLYNN, FONTANA, HUGHES, BREWSTER,
CAPPELLETTI, SCHWANK, KANE and ARGALL presented
to the Chair SB 1023, entitled:

An Act amending Title 66 (Public Utilities) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in rates and distribution systems, further provid-
ing for price upon resale of public utility services.

Which was committed to the Committee on CONSUMER
PROTECTION AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE, January
25, 2022.

Senators STEFANO, ROBINSON, AUMENT, BAKER,
BARTOLOTTA, DUSH, FONTANA, GORDNER,
MASTRIANO, MENSCH, MUTH, PITTMAN, TOMLINSON,
J. WARD and MARTIN presented to the Chair SB 1028, enti-
tled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in professional employees,
providing for Purple Star School Program.

Which was committed to the Committee on VETERANS
AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, January 25,
2022.

Senators YAW, MASTRIANO, PITTMAN and J. WARD
presented to the Chair SB 1029, entitled:

An Act providing for mandatory in-person meetings for Common-
wealth government and its agencies, including independent agencies.

Which was committed to the Committee on STATE GOV-
ERNMENT, January 25, 2022.

Senators SCHWANK, VOGEL, FONTANA, MENSCH,
COMITTA, GEBHARD, MUTH, BREWSTER, STEFANO,
COSTA, J. WARD, BARTOLOTTA, AUMENT, YAW,
LANGERHOLC, STREET and LAUGHLIN presented to the
Chair SB 1032, entitled:

An Act amending Title 3 (Agriculture) of the Pennsylvania Consol-
idated Statutes, providing for licensing and regulation of agricultural
commodity handlers; creating an Agricultural Commodity Indemnity
Fund; and providing for penalties and enforcement.
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Which was committed to the Committee on AGRICULTURE
AND RURAL AFFAIRS, January 25, 2022.

Senators BREWSTER, FONTANA, MENSCH, FLYNN and
BROOKS presented to the Chair SB 1033, entitled:

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in obstructing governmental operations,
providing for the offense of failure to provide reasonable assistance to
persons subject to grave physical harm.

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY,
January 25, 2022.

RESOLUTIONS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate
Resolutions numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which
were read by the Clerk:

January 25, 2022

Senators SANTARSIERO, BROWNE, FONTANA, KANE,
KEARNEY, PHILLIPS-HILL, BARTOLOTTA, MENSCH,
COMITTA, SCHWANK, CAPPELLETTI, COSTA and
STEFANO presented to the Chair SR 219, entitled:

A Resolution recognizing January 30, 2022, as "CTE Awareness
Day" in Pennsylvania.

Which was committed to the Committee on RULES AND
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS, January 25, 2022.

Senators K. WARD and COSTA presented to the Chair SR
220, entitled:

A Resolution amending the Rules of the Senate, providing for 2022
temporary Rules of the Senate.

Which was committed to the Committee on RULES AND
EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS, January 25, 2022.

HOUSE MESSAGES

HOUSE BILLS FOR CONCURRENCE

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented to the
Senate the following bills for concurrence, which were referred
to the committees indicated:

January 24, 2022

HB 1760 -- Committee on Community, Economic and Recre-
ational Development.

January 25, 2022

HB 232 -- Committee on Education.
HB 1351 -- Committee on Local Government.

BILL SIGNED

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor John K. Fetterman)
in the presence of the Senate signed the following bill:

HB 1304.

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES

Senator YUDICHAK, from the Committee on Community,
Economic and Recreational Development, reported the following
bill:

SB 962 (Pr. No. 1350) (Amended)

An Act establishing the Rural Coworking and Innovation Center
Grant Program; and providing for requirements and imposing duties on
the Department of Community and Economic Development.

Senator AUMENT, from the Committee on Consumer Protec-
tion and Professional Licensure, reported the following bills:

HB 889 (Pr. No. 880)

An Act amending the act of May 22, 1951 (P.L.317, No.69), known
as The Professional Nursing Law, further providing for examinations
and certificates.

HB 1801 (Pr. No. 2651) (Amended)

An Act amending the act of May 23, 1945 (P.L.913, No.367),
known as the Engineer, Land Surveyor and Geologist Registration Law,
further providing for definitions, for general powers of board, for proce-
dure for licensing as professional engineer, for continuing professional
competency requirements, for fees and for penalties.

HB 1868 (Pr. No. 2652) (Amended)

An Act amending Title 63 (Professions and Occupations (State
Licensed)) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for
military and veterans' licensure.

Senator YAW, from the Committee on Environmental Re-
sources and Energy, reported the following bills:

SB 945 (Pr. No. 1348) (Amended)

An Act providing for the disposition of alternative energy credits.

SB 1030 (Pr. No. 1337)

An Act providing for suspension of the Pennsylvania Heavy-Duty
Diesel Emissions Control Program and for expiration of suspension.

HB 668 (Pr. No. 629)

An Act amending the act of May 31, 1945 (P.L.1198, No.418),
known as the Surface Mining Conservation and Reclamation Act, fur-
ther providing for Mining and Reclamation Advisory Board.

HB 1842 (Pr. No. 2231)

An Act amending the act of June 22, 1937 (P.L.1987, No.394),
known as The Clean Streams Law, in other pollutions and potential
pollution, providing for notice of discharge endangering public health
or environment.

Senator BROOKS, from the Committee on Health and Human
Services, reported the following bills:
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SB 152 (Pr. No. 132)

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176),
known as The Fiscal Code, in general budget implementation, further
providing for Department of Human Services.

SB 956 (Pr. No. 1286)

A Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of
Pennsylvania, providing that there is no right to abortion or funding for
an abortion.

HB 1420 (Pr. No. 1527)

An Act amending the act of June 13, 1967 (P.L.31, No.21), known
as the Human Services Code, in general powers and duties of the De-
partment of Public Welfare, providing for COVID-19 mental health
public awareness campaign.

Senator DUSH, from the Committee on Local Government,
reported the following bills:

SB 589 (Pr. No. 714)

An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Penn-
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, in general provisions relating to home
rule and optional plan government, further providing for definitions,
providing for appointment of government study commission in dis-
tressed municipality and further providing for first meeting of commis-
sion, for function and duty of commission, for hearings and public fo-
rums, for report of findings and recommendations, for limitation on
enactment of ordinance or filing of petition and for limitation on munic-
ipal powers.

HB 221 (Pr. No. 188)

An Act amending the act of January 19, 1968 (1967 P.L.992,
No.442), entitled "An act authorizing the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia and the local government units thereof to preserve, acquire or hold
land for open space uses," further providing for local taxing options.

HB 1350 (Pr. No. 1465)

An Act amending Title 8 (Boroughs and Incorporated Towns) of
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in powers and duties of elected
officials, further providing for surcharge by auditors; in powers, duties
and rights of appointed officers and employees, further providing for
borough manager created by ordinance and election, for powers and
duties, for other offices not incompatible and for organization of com-
mission; and, in taxation and finance, further providing for preparation
of budget.

HB 1877 (Pr. No. 2647) (Amended)

An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Penn-
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, in alteration of territory or corporate
entity and dissolution, providing for municipal boundary change; and
making related repeals.

Senator ARGALL, from the Committee on State Government,
reported the following bill:

SB 322 (Pr. No. 330)

An Act amending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320),
known as the Pennsylvania Election Code, in voting by qualified absen-

tee electors, further providing for canvassing of official absentee ballots
and mail-in ballots.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Westmoreland, Senator Kim Ward.

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, I request legislative leaves
for Senator Mastriano and Senator Tomlinson.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I request a legislative leave
for Senator Tartaglione.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Kim Ward requests legislative
leaves for Senator Mastriano and Senator Tomlinson.

Senator Costa requests a legislative leave for Senator
Tartaglione.

Without objection, the leaves will be granted.

JOURNAL APPROVED

The PRESIDENT. The Journal of the Session of June 16,
2021, is now in print.

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the Session of
June 16, 2021.

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, I move that further reading
of the Journal be dispensed with and that the Journal be ap-
proved.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator K. WARD and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Argall DiSanto Laughlin Schwank
Aument Dush Martin Stefano
Baker Flynn Mastriano Street
Bartolotta Fontana Mensch Tartaglione
Boscola Gebhard Muth Tomlinson
Brewster Gordner Phillips-Hill Vogel
Brooks Haywood Pittman Ward, Judy
Browne Hughes Regan Ward, Kim
Cappelletti Hutchinson Robinson Williams, Anthony H.
Collett Kane Santarsiero Williams, Lindsey
Comitta Kearney Saval Yaw
Corman Langerholc Scavello Yudichak
Costa

NAY-0

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question
was determined in the affirmative.

The PRESIDENT. The Journal is approved.

GUESTS OF SENATOR JUDY WARD
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Blair, Senator Judy Ward.

Senator J. WARD. Mr. President, I am so very proud to intro-
duce PIAA Class A State champions, Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic
High School from Altoona, Blair County. This is a story about a
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phenomenal team that works so hard to get to State champion-
ships. The senior players played on junior high teams that won
only one game in both their seventh and eighth grade years. Most
have played football since they were young, but many did not
play much until this year. In 2020, the team suffered a tough and
controversial loss to the eventual 2020 State champions,
Steelton-Highspire, in last year's PIAA semifinal round. The
team came together and worked hard over the summer to accom-
plish their goals, which they did, and beat Redbank Valley 21-14
at Hersheypark Stadium. Vincent Cioffari said it best. He said:
"It was all about our dedication to the sport, our hard work, and
the love that we have for each other. We came out and played
with heart, like we always do, and won this game."

I would like to introduce the Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic se-
niors on the football team: Vincent Cioffari--please stand when
I introduce your name--Haiden Garner; Deven Wyandt; Patrick
Reilly; PJ Pollock; Collin Campbell; Noah Ritchey; Anthony
Edwards; Christian Fochler; Connor Stayer; Joe Meintel; Colin
Butler; and Aidan Bender. I would also like to introduce the
coaches: head coach, Justin Wheeler; and assistant coaches:
Darren Elvey; Evan Imgrund; Patrick Irwin; Mike Sprouse; Jo-
seph Thomas; Gabe Walter; and Adam Wheeler. Congratulations
to Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School PIAA Class A cham-
pions. We could not be more proud of you. Please give a warm
Senate welcome to Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Judy Ward
please rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR KIM L. WARD
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Westmoreland, Senator Kim Ward.

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, I am so proud to stand here
today while we have the Penn-Trafford Warriors Football Team
up here in the gallery. I would like to offer a sincere and heartfelt
congratulations to our State championship Penn-Trafford Foot-
ball Team and welcome them to the Senate, along with their head
coach, John Ruane, and athletic director, Kerry Hetrick. This was
a big deal. We won, and we won in overtime. These guys have
heart. In the school's 50th season, this year, we had a lot of firsts.
We won our first State championship, they won their first PIAA
playoff game, and they won their first WPIAL title. Some con-
sidered them underdogs; I never did. Those guys have heart,
commitment, and talent. So, in overtime, 17-14, the first time
ever championships.

What I can say without a doubt is they represent the true gen-
tleman grit that makes our western Pennsylvania community
special. The team's perseverance is represented in their collective
willpower, mindset, passion, love, and respect for one another.
These characteristics are not only what made these young men
champions, but they are qualities that will make them succeed in
life and, actually, there are a couple of them up there who want
to run for office someday. Raise your hand, where are you? The
actions of these players on and off the field lifted our spirits and
made our county and our area so proud. They brought excitement
and hope to our community in a year that had a lot of challenges
for all of us and for all of our families. So, again, congratula-
tions. We are so proud of your personal and collective accom-

plishments and ability to overcome. We wish you the greatest
success. Please join me in welcoming the Penn-Trafford War-
riors.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Kim Ward
please rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)

GUEST OF SENATOR KRISTIN PHILLIPS-HILL
AND SENATOR MICHAEL R. REGAN

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from York, Senator Phillips-Hill.

Senator PHILLIPS-HILL. Mr. President, I rise with great
pride to introduce an extraordinary young woman, Laila Camp-
bell of Spring Grove Area High School. As a freshman, Laila
brought home not one, but two gold medals at the 2021 PIAA
Class AAA State Track and Field Championships in the 100- and
200-meter dash. She also won a silver medal in the girls' 100-
meter dash at the 2021 USA Track and Field National Junior
Olympics held in Jacksonville, Florida. Laila said it best about
her accomplishments and achievements when she said: "I feel
like the whole season--during summer (and) during the school
year--it showed what I can do. I competed against the No. 1 re-
cruit in the country, so I feel like getting second and coming
close to her showed what I can actually do." I want to acknowl-
edge and thank her coach and father, Brian Campbell, who has
supported Laila throughout her entire track career. Laila, I cannot
tell you how much I look forward to hearing about your future
success on the track and wish you nothing but the very best in
your future races and in all of your life's endeavors. Would my
colleagues please join me in welcoming Laila Campbell, the
2021 PIAA Class AAA track and field State champion.

(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

York, Senator Regan.
Senator REGAN. Mr. President, Spring Grove, Pennsylvania,

is quickly becoming Title Town, U.S.A. We are both going to be
recognizing another Spring Grove team, but I want to echo the
sentiments that Senator Phillips-Hill said about Laila. She is
clearly an exceptional athlete. I think it is important to note that
Laila was a high school freshman, just a freshman last year,
when reaching these great achievements. She is on path to a four-
peat, a four-time State champion, which would be absolutely
historic. Mr. President, and my colleagues--because she deserves
it, she won two gold medals--can we give her another warm Sen-
ate welcome. Laila Campbell, State champion.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guest of Senator Phillips-Hill
and Senator Regan please rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR RYAN P. AUMENT
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lancaster, Senator Aument.

Senator AUMENT. Mr. President, it is my pleasure to intro-
duce my guest for the day, Nancy G. Hamill, a Magisterial Dis-
trict Judge in Lancaster County, who recently retired after 42
years of service. Today I am pleased to recognize her extensive
service to the Lancaster County community. After graduating
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from Cornell University, she worked as a substitute teacher,
realtor, and ski instructor before serving 42 years as a Magiste-
rial District Judge in northern Lancaster County. She has also
been involved in committee and leadership positions in numer-
ous local, county, and State professional organizations. Nancy
has spent her life using her professional knowledge and expertise
to address community needs throughout the Lancaster area.
Nancy is the longest-serving Magisterial District Judge and will
continue to serve as a Senior Magisterial District Judge on a part-
time basis. Please join me in welcoming my guest, Judge Nancy
Hamill, and her husband, Jim, to the Pennsylvania Senate.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Aument
please rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR KRISTIN PHILLIPS-HILL
AND SENATOR MICHAEL R. REGAN

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from York, Senator Phillips-Hill.

Senator PHILLIPS-HILL. Mr. President, there is absolutely
no doubt that there is something very special happening in
Spring Grove. We are watching a number of athletes rocket to
success. So I rise again, along with my good colleague, the gen-
tleman from York County, to introduce a very talented group of
young women. We are fortunate to be joined by the Spring
Grove Rockets Girls' Volleyball Team, who captured the 2021
PIAA Class AAA State championship. Mr. President, I want to
congratulate the team: Katie Brandt; Ally Rue; Maddie Ruhland;
Aaliyah Tobing; Hailey Wolfe; Nevaeh Wolfe; Rylee Zedek;
Averi Bond; Sarah Czapp; Mylie Ormond; Anna Watson; Macey
Baum; and McKenzie Boyer. I also want to credit the time and
dedication of their coaches: Liz Zeigler; Sammie Strausbaugh;
and Tom Hunt; and team managers: Caylor Ormond; Abbey
Sanchez; and Alayna Zeigler. Finally, I want to thank the parents
of these exceptional young women, who supported them every
step of the way. To the Spring Grove Rockets, you made your
school district, your county, and the Commonwealth proud, and
I am so honored to be able to introduce you here in our State
Senate. Mr. President, let us give a warm Senate welcome to the
2021 PIAA Class AAA girls' volleyball champions, the Spring
Grove Lady Rockets.

(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

York, Senator Regan.
Senator REGAN. Mr. President, ladies, please stay on your

feet because you are going to have to get clapped for again. I
apologize, but I want to join and echo the sentiments of my
friend, Senator Phillips-Hill. These girls are an exceptional
bunch. I was reading news coverage of their accomplishment,
and they were described, I think very aptly, as dominant. That is
what you want to be when you are competing in sports. It is al-
ways a great pleasure to welcome State champions to the Capitol
to celebrate the best of the best, and it is particularly exciting
when they hail from our Senatorial districts. Therefore, Mr. Pres-
ident, I ask my colleagues to indulge me in providing another
warm welcome to the outstanding young women with us today:
the Spring Grove Rockets, who are the 2021 PIAA Class AAA
girls' volleyball State champs. Thank you.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Phillips-Hill
and Senator Regan please rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR TIMOTHY P. KEARNEY
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Kearney.

Senator KEARNEY. Mr. President, I, along with my col-
league, Senator Street, rise today to recognize members of the
Muslim Aid Initiative (MAI), who are here in the Capitol today
and are seated in the gallery. Earlier today on the floor, we had
the honor of presenting, on behalf of the Governor, a Citation to
members of the MAI, including the cochair, my constituent,
Rabiul Chowdhury. The Muslim Aid Initiative is dedicated to
serving the greater community, and their events reach out to
many of our diverse community members. It is through these
events that they receive their recognition for their continuous
efforts against COVID-19. Their efforts included PPE distribu-
tion, vaccination events, and organizing healthcare webinars to
provide information to our diverse communities as they have
navigated this pandemic. It is the work of organizations like the
MAI that have helped our Commonwealth work through the
pandemic. For these reasons, it is an honor to recognize them,
and I ask the Senate to give a warm welcome to the Muslim Aid
Initiative.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Kearney
please rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SECRETARY

The SECRETARY. Permission has been granted for the Com-
mittee on Rules and Executive Nominations to meet today off the
floor in the Senate Chamber to consider Senate Resolution No.
220.

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Westmoreland, Senator Kim Ward.

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, I request a recess of the
Senate for the purpose of a meeting of the Committee on Rules
and Executive Nominations to be held here in the Senate Cham-
ber.

For the information of the Members, following the Committee
on Rules and Executive Nominations meeting, we will return to
Session and call up Senate Resolution No. 220. Following the
vote on Senate Resolution No. 220, we will recess for caucus.
Thank you.

The PRESIDENT. For the purpose of an off-the-floor meeting
of the Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations, without
objection, the Senate stands in recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.
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RESOLUTION REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator K. WARD, from the Committee on Rules and Execu-
tive Nominations, reported the following resolution:

SR 220 (Pr. No. 1349)

A Resolution amending the Rules of the Senate, providing for 2022
temporary Rules of the Senate.

The resolution will be placed on the Calendar.

MOTION NOTWITHSTANDING
SENATE RULE 29

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Westmoreland, Senator Kim Ward.

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, as a special order of busi-
ness, I call up Senate Supplemental Calendar No. 2 and move
that the Senate proceed to consider SR 220, notwithstanding the
provisions of Senate Rule 29(b).

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No. 2

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 220, ADOPTED

Senator K. WARD, without objection, called up from page 1
of Supplemental Calendar No. 2, Senate Resolution No. 220,
entitled:

A RESOLUTION

Amending the Rules of the Senate, providing for 2022 temporary Rules
of the Senate.
RESOLVED, That the Rules of the Senate of Pennsylvania be

amended by adding a Rule to read:
Rule 39.  2022 temporary Rules of the Senate.

(a)  Continuity of legislative operations.--In light of evidence sug-
gesting that the SARS-CoV-2 Omicron variant is more easily transmis-
sible than prior variants of the virus that causes COVID-19, certain
Senators or members of their immediate family who reside in the same
household with a physical condition may be at a greater risk of substan-
tial harm to the individual's physical health if exposed to COVID-19. It
is the intent of the Senate to allow such members the temporary, limited
ability to participate remotely in Senate sessions, committee meetings
and hearings. Therefore, the following apply:

(1)  Notwithstanding Rule 14(h), members may remotely par-
ticipate in committee meetings as follows:

(i)  A quorum shall be established through a roll call.
(ii)  Technology employed for remote committee meetings

must safeguard the integrity of the legislative process and
maintain the deliberative character of the meeting by providing
for simultaneous aural and verbal communication among all
participants.
(2)  In addition to the provisions of Rule 17, the following

apply:
(i)  Members participating remotely may cast votes for all

measures considered and brought to a vote by the committee,
as if the members were physically present at the committee
meeting.

(ii)  The identity of the voting member must be verified by
the Chair.

(iii)  A member may also vote on matters before the com-
mittee pursuant to Rule 16(3).
(3)  Notwithstanding Rule 20, members may remotely partici-

pate in the session of the Senate as follows:
(i)  Members participating remotely may cast votes for all

measures considered and brought to a vote during session, as
if the members were physically present at the session of the
Senate.

(ii)  The identity of the voting member must be verified by
the presiding officer.

(iii)  Technology employed for remote participation in
Senate session must safeguard the integrity of the legislative
process and maintain the deliberative character of the session
by providing for simultaneous aural and verbal communication
among all participants.

(iv)  A member may also vote as provided in Rule
20(b)(1) and (2).

(v)  Notwithstanding any other Rule to the contrary, re-
mote participation in Senate session shall not include the intro-
duction of petitions and remonstrances. However, a Senator
participating remotely may submit remarks for the record
through their respective Floor Leader.
(4)  Notwithstanding Rule 23, the Chief Clerk may provide for

remote participation technology that enables members to partici-
pate in committee meetings and Senate session.

(5)  Notwithstanding Rule 27, the following apply:
(i)  Senators participating remotely in the session of the

Senate shall be counted for the purpose of determining a quo-
rum.

(ii)  A quorum shall be established through a roll call if
the identity of the voting member is identified by the presiding
officer.
(6)  This rule shall expire February 28, 2022, unless further

extended in accordance with the Rules of the Senate.
(b)  Applicability.--Remote participation under this temporary Rule

shall be limited to members for which both of the following apply:
(1)  the Senator or a member of their immediate family who

resides in the same household has a physical condition which
places that individual at greater risk of substantial harm to the indi-
vidual's physical health if exposed to COVID-19; and

(2)  the Senator has submitted to the President Pro Tempore a
written request to participate remotely, signed by a physician li-
censed in this Commonwealth, attesting to the fact that the Senator
or an immediate family member residing in the same household has
a physical condition which places the individual at greater risk of
substantial harm to the individual's physical health if exposed to
COVID-19. The request must be submitted with sufficient advance
notice of the remote participation need in order to allow for remote
participation equipment to be appropriately deployed.
(c)  Definitions.--As used in this Rule, the following words and

phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this subsection unless
the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Remote participation."  Simultaneous, interactive participation in
a committee meeting by committee members not physically present at
the location of the meeting, through means of communication technolo-
gies designed to accommodate and facilitate such simultaneous, interac-
tive participation.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, let me begin by saying thank
you to the President pro tempore and the Majority Leader for the
opportunity to vote on this Senate Resolution. I know it has been
a discussion for a number of days now and addresses our compli-
ance, we believe, with the Americans with Disabilities Act as it
relates to one of our Members in particular. So, to that end, we
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are grateful that we had an opportunity to work to get something
done. That being said, I have two sets of remarks that I would
like to introduce for the record: remarks from myself relating to
this issue, specifically as it relates to the ADA, but also from our
colleague, Senator Tartaglione, who, as Members know, is par-
ticipating through a legislative leave right now, but is certainly
watching what is taking place here. We will be submitting Sena-
tor Tartaglione's remarks for the record as well, who has really
been the impetus of this conversation. Thank you, Mr. President,
for the opportunity to submit these two sets of remarks.

The PRESIDENT. Without objection, the remarks will be
spread upon the record.

(The following prepared remarks were made part of the re-
cord at the request of the gentleman from Allegheny, Senator
COSTA:)

[Remarks withdrawn by the Minority Leader via letter written to
the Secretary/Parliamentarian.]

(The following prepared remarks were made part of the re-
cord at the request of the gentleman from Allegheny, Senator
COSTA, on behalf of the gentlewoman from Philadelphia, Sena-
tor TARTAGLIONE:)

Mr. President, I rise to ask for an affirmative vote on this resolu-
tion. As you all know, 18 years ago my life was drastically and forever
changed. I was put into this chair with the knowledge that I will have
to work every day for the rest of my life to get out of it. The past 18
years have taught me a lot about myself, the medical community, and
the importance of surrounding myself with people who will act in my
best interest and support me in things I cannot do myself. One thing I
cannot do myself, Mr. President, is protect myself from the pandemic
that has affected all of our lives. Mr. President, you all can see some of
the results of my injury. You can see the pictures of me in the hospital,
the scars that cover my body from countless surgeries, and my wheel-
chair, but there are things that you cannot see. You cannot see my par-
tially severed spinal cord, the nearly two decades of work in rehab I
have done to try and get myself out of this chair, my compromised
immune system, or the fact that, if I contracted COVID-19, I would
have to fight for my life in ways few of you would have to.

That is why I respectfully requested an accommodation under the
Americans with Disabilities Act. I am asking to be accommodated in a
way that will not put my life in jeopardy just to be physically present in
the Senate Chamber. I am not asking for much--I want to know that I
can protect myself while doing the job the constituents of the 2nd Sena-
torial District have sent me here to do, to represent them and their inter-
ests. For the last year, one of the main talking points against shutdowns
was, if you do not feel comfortable going out, stay home; you can pro-
tect yourself at home, but we should not have to change everyone's lives
to protect a few. That is exactly what I am trying to do. We have proven
over the last 2 years we can successfully legislate on behalf of our con-
stituents from anywhere in this Commonwealth. The House continues
to allow its Members the option to participate in Session from a safe
location if they do not feel comfortable in their Chamber, but here in the
upper body of the Pennsylvania legislature, we have changed our atti-
tude. We have gone from being willing to do what we can to protect our
fellow Senators, allowing each to make the best and safest decision for
them, to forcing everyone to always be present in the Chamber if they
wish to represent their constituents.

Mr. President, I do not ask for much. I have never used my accident
or injury as an excuse to not execute my duties as a Senator. I think I
have a good relationship with most of the Members in this body. I am
asking for each of you to protect me. We do not require masks or social
distancing in the Chamber, and I am not asking for things to be changed
that would force Members to do things that they are uncomfortable
with. I am hoping that everyone here will do the same for me because
I am scared. I am scared, Mr. President. Please do not make me have to

risk my life just to be present in this Chamber. I respectfully request
that you allow me to participate remotely.

Thank you, Mr. President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator K. WARD and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-45

Argall Costa Martin Stefano
Aument Dush Mastriano Street
Baker Flynn Mensch Tartaglione
Bartolotta Fontana Muth Tomlinson
Boscola Gordner Phillips-Hill Vogel
Brewster Haywood Regan Ward, Judy
Brooks Hughes Robinson Ward, Kim
Browne Kane Santarsiero Williams, Anthony H.
Cappelletti Kearney Saval Williams, Lindsey
Collett Langerholc Scavello Yaw
Comitta Laughlin Schwank Yudichak
Corman

NAY-4

DiSanto Gebhard Hutchinson Pittman

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question
was determined in the affirmative.

The PRESIDENT. The resolution is adopted.

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Westmoreland, Senator Kim Ward.

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, I request a recess of the
Senate for the purpose of a Republican caucus to be held in the
Majority Caucus Room and via Zoom.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, Senate Democrats will meet
immediately in the rear of the Chamber for a caucus as well.

The PRESIDENT. For purposes of Republican and Demo-
cratic caucuses to be held in their respective caucus rooms, with-
out objection, the Senate stands in recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore (Senator Jacob D. Corman
III) in the Chair.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The time of recess having
expired, the Senate will come to order.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Senator Tomlinson has re-
turned, and his legislative leave is cancelled.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Columbia, Senator Gordner.
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Senator GORDNER. Mr. President, I request a legislative
leave for Senator Martin.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Senator Gordner requests a
legislative leave for Senator Martin. Without objection, the leave
will be granted.

RECESS

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Columbia, Senator Gordner.

Senator GORDNER. Mr. President, I request a recess of the
Senate for the purpose of a meeting of the Committee on Appro-
priations to be held here on the floor.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. For the purpose of an off-the-
floor meeting of the Committee on Appropriations to be held
here on the floor and via Zoom, without objection, the Senate
stands in recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor John K.
Fetterman) in the Chair.

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.

CALENDAR

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 1, SB 113, SB 137, HB 220, SB 327, SB 457, SB 573 and
HB 598 -- Without objection, the bills were passed over in their
order at the request of Senator K. WARD.

BILL LAID ON THE TABLE

SB 676 (Pr. No. 1182) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, in financial responsibility, further providing for defini-
tions, for availability, scope and amount of coverage, for request for
lower limits of coverage, for coverages in excess of required amounts,
for stacking of uninsured and underinsured benefits and option to
waive, for notice of available benefits and limits and for availability of
uninsured, underinsured, bodily injury liability and property damage
coverages and mandatory deductibles.

Upon motion of Senator K. WARD, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was laid on the table.

SB 676 TAKEN FROM THE TABLE

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, I move that Senate Bill No.
676, Printer's No. 1182, be taken from the table and placed on
the Calendar.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED

The PRESIDENT. Senator Tartaglione has returned, and her
legislative leave is cancelled.

CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR RESUMED

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR RESUMED

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 703, SB 704, HB 723, SB 745, HB 764 and SB 775 --
Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the
request of Senator K. WARD.

BILL AMENDED

SB 806 (Pr. No. 1105) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of July 20, 1979 (P.L.183, No.60), known
as the Oil and Gas Lease Act, further providing for definitions, for
payment information to interest owners and for accumulation of pro-
ceeds from production.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration?

YAW AMENDMENT A3466

Senator YAW offered the following amendment No. A3466:

Amend Bill, page 2, lines 23 through 30; page 3, lines 1 through
30; page 4, lines 1 through 11; by striking out all of said lines on said
pages and inserting:
Section 3.2.  Payment information to [interest owners] royalty owners

for oil, natural gas and natural gas liquids from a conven-
tional formation.

Whenever payment is made [for oil or gas production to an interest
owner, whether pursuant to a division order, lease, servitude or other
agreement,] to a royalty owner for the production of oil, gas or natural
gas liquids from a conventional formation, pursuant to an oil and gas
lease, all of the following information, at a minimum, shall be included
on the check stub provided to the royalty owner or on an attachment to
the form of payment provided to the royalty owner, unless the informa-
tion is otherwise provided on a regular basis:

(1)  A name, number or combination of name and number that
identifies the lease, property, unit or well or wells for which pay-
ment is being made; and the county in which the lease, property or
well is located.

(2)  Month and year of [gas production] oil, gas or natural gas
liquids production for which payment is being made.

(3)  Total barrels of crude oil or number of Mcf of gas or vol-
ume of natural gas liquids sold.

(4)  Price received per barrel, Mcf or gallon.
(5)  Total amount of severance and other production taxes and

other deductions permitted under the lease, with the exception of
windfall profit tax.

(6)  Net value of total sales from the property less taxes and
deductions from paragraph (5).

(7)  [Interest] Royalty owner's interest, expressed as a decimal
or fraction, in production from paragraph (1).

(8)  [Interest] Royalty owner's share of the total value of sales
prior to deduction of taxes and deductions from paragraph (5).

(9)  [Interest] Royalty owner's share of the sales value less the
[interest] royalty owner's share of taxes and deductions from para-
graph (5).
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(10)  Contact information, including an address and telephone
number.

Section 3.3.  [Accumulation of proceeds from production.
(a)  General rule.--Proceeds from production of oil and gas may be

accumulated and remitted to the persons entitled thereto annually for
the 12 months' accumulation of proceeds totaling less than $100.

(b)  Owner to be paid.--Notwithstanding any other provision of this
section to the contrary, all accumulated proceeds shall be paid to the
owner thereof when production ceases or upon relinquishment or trans-
fer of the payment responsibility.] Payment information to royalty own-
ers for oil, natural gas and natural gas liquids from an unconventional
formation.

(a)  Payment information.--Whenever payment is made to a royalty
owner for the production of oil, gas or natural gas liquids from an un-
conventional formation, pursuant to an oil and gas lease, all of the fol-
lowing information, at a minimum, shall be included on the check stub
provided to the royalty owner or on an attachment to the form of pay-
ment provided to the royalty owner, unless the information is otherwise
provided on a regular basis:

(1)  A common well name and the American Petroleum Insti-
tute identification number that identifies the well for which pay-
ment is being made.

(2)  Month and year of oil, gas or natural gas liquids produc-
tion for which payment is being made.

(3)  Total barrels of crude oil or number of Mcf or MMBtu of
gas and volume of natural gas liquids produced and sold from each
well.

(4)  Price received by the payor per unit of oil, natural gas and
natural gas liquids produced and sold.

(5)  The aggregate amounts for each category of deductions for
each well incurred by the payor which reduces the royalty owner's
payment, including all severance and other production taxes.

(6)  Net and gross value of the payor's total sales from the sale
of oil, gas and natural gas liquids from each well less any deduc-
tions identified in paragraph (5).

(7)  Royalty owner's legal and contractual interest in the
payor's share, expressed as a decimal or fraction.

(8)  Royalty owner's share of the gross value of the payor's
total sales for the oil, gas and natural gas liquids before any deduc-
tions identified in paragraph (5).

(9)  Royalty owner's share of the sales value less the royalty
owner's share of taxes and any deductions identified in paragraph
(5).

(10)  Payor's contact information, including an address and
telephone number.
Amend Bill, page 4, lines 26 and 27, by striking out "Subject to the

provisions of section 3.3, if" and inserting:
 If
Amend Bill, page 5, lines 14 through 23, by striking out all of lines

14 through 22 and "(c)" in line 23 and inserting:
 (e)
Amend Bill, page 5, line 24, by striking out "(d)" and inserting:

 (f)
Amend Bill, page 6, line 19, by striking out "(d)" and inserting:
 (f)

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator YAW and were
as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Argall DiSanto Laughlin Schwank
Aument Dush Martin Stefano
Baker Flynn Mastriano Street
Bartolotta Fontana Mensch Tartaglione
Boscola Gebhard Muth Tomlinson
Brewster Gordner Phillips-Hill Vogel
Brooks Haywood Pittman Ward, Judy
Browne Hughes Regan Ward, Kim
Cappelletti Hutchinson Robinson Williams, Anthony H.

Collett Kane Santarsiero Williams, Lindsey
Comitta Kearney Saval Yaw
Corman Langerholc Scavello Yudichak
Costa

NAY-0

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question
was determined in the affirmative.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration, as

amended?

MUTH AMENDMENT A3536 OFFERED

Senator MUTH offered the following amendment No. A3536:

Amend Bill, page 5, line 7, by inserting after "action.":
 A resolution or settlement of a civil action authorized under this

subsection may not include a nondisclosure agreement regarding the
civil action.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Montgomery, Senator Muth.

Senator MUTH. Mr. President, my amendment would ban the
use of any nondisclosure agreements in the resolution or settle-
ment of a civil action to recover unpaid royalties under the Oil
and Gas Lease Act. Many residents who have these royalties and
also have industry on their property have often been forced to
sign nondisclosure agreements to secure either remediation from
a cleanup of a spill or other issues related to the extraction indus-
try. This amendment would simply prohibit the use of an NDA
in the event that an operator fails to pay the appropriate royalties
and civil action is taken, that any settlement or resolution cannot
include a nondisclosure agreement.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Lycoming, Senator Yaw.
Senator YAW. Mr. President, I rise to ask for a negative vote

on this amendment. Senate Bill No. 806 and its amendment in-
volves private agreements between multiple parties. The absence
or presence of a nondisclosure agreement does nothing to ad-
dress any of the critical issues that are addressed by Senate Bill
No. 806 and its amendment. So, I ask for a negative vote.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes, for the second time,
the gentlewoman from Montgomery, Senator Muth.

Senator MUTH. Mr. President, I would like to offer that the
use of NDAs in industry relative to drinking water supplies and
restoration is very common, and when those NDAs are signed,
you may not be allowed to tell your neighbor about how an ex-
traction entity contaminated your water supply. Similarly, with
this legislation, if an NDA is allowed to be used as part of the
civil settlement, that would mean that your neighbor--who likely
has the same royalties coming in from the same operator--would
not be able to know that you were ripped off or not appropriately
paid by the operator themselves and, therefore, the transparency
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on the profits and also how landowners are being treated would
be diminished if an NDA is allowed to be used. Thank you.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator MUTH and were
as follows, viz:

YEA-19

Brewster Flynn Kearney Street
Cappelletti Fontana Muth Tartaglione
Collett Haywood Santarsiero Williams, Anthony H.
Comitta Hughes Saval Williams, Lindsey
Costa Kane Schwank

NAY-30

Argall DiSanto Mastriano Stefano
Aument Dush Mensch Tomlinson
Baker Gebhard Phillips-Hill Vogel
Bartolotta Gordner Pittman Ward, Judy
Boscola Hutchinson Regan Ward, Kim
Brooks Langerholc Robinson Yaw
Browne Laughlin Scavello Yudichak
Corman Martin

Less than a majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the
question was determined in the negative.

Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator K. WARD.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 807, SB 846, SB 862, SB 927, SB 938 and SB 967 --
Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the
request of Senator K. WARD.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Westmoreland, Senator Kim Ward.

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, I request a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Scavello.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Kim Ward requests a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Scavello. Without objection, the leave
will be granted.

CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR RESUMED

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR RESUMED

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

HB 979 (Pr. No. 1706) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 53 (Munici-
palities Generally) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in fire-
arms and other dangerous articles, further providing for limitation on
the regulation of firearms and ammunition; and, in preemptions, provid-
ing for regulation of firearms and ammunition.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration?

COLLETT AMENDMENT A3454 OFFERED

Senator COLLETT offered amendment No. A3454:

Amend Bill, page 1, lines 1 through 6, by striking out all of said
lines and inserting:
Amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 53 (Municipalities) of

the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in firearms and other dan-
gerous articles, further providing for limitation on the regulation of
firearms and ammunition; and, in home rule and optional plan gov-
ernment, further providing for limitation on municipal powers.
Amend Bill, page 1, lines 9 through 14; pages 2 through 4, lines 1

through 30; page 5, lines 1 through 15; by striking out all of said lines
on said pages and inserting:

Section 1.  Section 6120(a) of Title 18 of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes is amended and the section is amended by adding a sub-
section to read:
§ 6120.  Limitation on the regulation of firearms and ammunition.

(a)  General rule.--[No county, municipality or township] Except
as provided in subsection (a.4), no political subdivision may in any
manner regulate the lawful ownership, possession, transfer or transpor-
tation of firearms, ammunition or ammunition components when carried
or transported for purposes not prohibited by the laws of this Common-
wealth.

* * *
(a.4)  Exception.--A political subdivision may, by ordinance, regu-

late the possession, transfer or transportation of firearms, ammunition
or ammunition components when carried or transported on any property
owned, operated or maintained by the political subdivision, including,
but not limited to:

(1)  Buildings.
(2)  Parks.
(3)  Conveyances or vehicles.

* * *
Section 2.  Section 2962(g) of Title 53 is repealed:

§ 2962.  Limitation on municipal powers.
* * *
[(g)  Regulation of firearms.--A municipality shall not enact any

ordinance or take any other action dealing with the regulation of the
transfer, ownership, transportation or possession of firearms.]

* * *
Section 3.  This act shall take effect in 60 days.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Montgomery, Senator Collett.

Senator COLLETT. Mr. President, it brings me no pleasure to
once again be standing in front of my colleagues begging to vote
for policies which will help end suffering, improve quality of
life, and enable the safety of our communities, instead of bills
like House Bill No. 979, which seek to punish municipalities and
our taxpayers for acting in place of a State government unwilling
to face the multiple crises at hand. It remains mind boggling to
me that amidst an ongoing pandemic, an unemployment rate near
6 percent, and a legislature which sits on billions of dollars in
untapped Federal aid, our Majority continues to bring this partic-
ular piece of legislation up for a vote. One that will undoubtedly
put Pennsylvanians' lives in jeopardy while repeatedly ignoring
truly urgent legislation before us that would address such crises
as domestic violence, access to mental health and addiction treat-
ment, housing insecurity, lack of accessible and affordable
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childcare, healthcare staffing shortages, and voting rights, just to
name a few.

Since 2000, Pennsylvania has seen 13 school shootings in
rural, suburban, and urban areas across our diverse Common-
wealth. More than 100 mass shootings involving 4 or more peo-
ple have occurred in Pennsylvania since 2013. Bringing bills like
House Bill No. 979 up for a vote continues to send the message
to Pennsylvanians that this legislature's Majority is not only will-
ing to tolerate tragedies like these, but that they do not care at all
about the very real problems facing Pennsylvanians today. Make
no mistake, passing House Bill No. 979 would hamstring one of
the only levels of government--local government--that has re-
peatedly expressed interest in addressing the proliferation of
firearms in the communities they represent. This Majority needs
to make up its mind once and for all, whether it values and re-
spects the judgment of local sovereigns or not.

Within weeks of COVID-19 hitting America's shores and
emergency orders being put in place in Pennsylvania and across
the country, Republicans in this Chamber were already calling on
Governor Wolf to step back and return management of the global
pandemic to county and local bodies. My colleague, the Senator
from Lancaster County, a former county commissioner, praised
local officials as quote, "...more than capable and connected...in
knowing what is best for their communities." The Senator from
Centre County, one of his party's Leaders in this Chamber said,
quote, "...that empowering our local people is the best way to
move forward....We trust them. We trust that they have the char-
acter, interest, and ability to determine their own destiny to move
forward in this crisis." He was, of course, referencing the
COVID-19 crisis. Why are his words any less applicable, though,
to the gun violence epidemic? Especially considering that, unlike
COVID-19, the State has offered zero solutions to mitigate the
spread of this disease or protect the lives of Pennsylvanians.

Until Harrisburg is willing to take a stand to address the un-
derlying causes of gun violence and gun deaths, let us not spend
another minute debating measures like House Bill No. 979,
which would limit local government's ability to do the same.
Like the Senator from Centre County said on May 11, 2020, "Do
you think someone as a local elected official is getting paid a ton
of money? They are doing the best they can and they see the
carnage on the other side of this." So, Mr. President, on behalf of
the victims of senseless tragedies, the members of our local gov-
ernments who desperately want to address the problem of gun
violence in our communities, and in the spirit of finding solutions
to real and recurring problems in Pennsylvania, I offer amend-
ment No. A3454 to House Bill No. 979. The amendment will
ensure that municipalities across our State have the ability to
regulate the carry and use of firearms and ammunition in pub-
licly controlled lands and facilities in a manner consistent with
local control through the adoption of an ordinance or resolution.
By allowing each municipality the right to consider such legisla-
tion, the public will have an opportunity to participate and com-
ment on the proposed policies, the outcome of which shall deter-
mine the will of each community to address their own public
safety concerns, especially in the absence of true leadership by
a compassionate, concerned, and responsive General Assembly.
I urge my colleagues to support this amendment. Without its
adoption, I urge a "no" vote on the bill and any bill like it.

Thank you, Mr. President.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Cambria, Senator Langerholc.

Senator LANGERHOLC. Mr. President, I would respectfully
ask the Members for a "no" vote to this amendment as it is in
direct contravention to the legislation that is before this body and
would circumvent the very purpose of the legislation.

Thank you, Mr. President.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Westmoreland, Senator Kim Ward.

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, I request a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Yudichak.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Kim Ward requests a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Yudichak. Without objection, the leave
will be granted.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator COLLETT and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-17

Cappelletti Haywood Muth Street
Collett Hughes Santarsiero Tartaglione
Comitta Kane Saval Williams, Anthony H.
Costa Kearney Schwank Williams, Lindsey
Fontana

NAY-32

Argall Corman Laughlin Scavello
Aument DiSanto Martin Stefano
Baker Dush Mastriano Tomlinson
Bartolotta Flynn Mensch Vogel
Boscola Gebhard Phillips-Hill Ward, Judy
Brewster Gordner Pittman Ward, Kim
Brooks Hutchinson Regan Yaw
Browne Langerholc Robinson Yudichak

Less than a majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the
question was determined in the negative.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration?
It was agreed to.

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
York, Senator Regan.

Senator REGAN. Mr. President, I stand in support of House
Bill No. 979, which will make it clear that State law preempts
and supersedes any local action intended to regulate firearms or
ammunition. Those opposed to this legislation are trying desper-
ately to keep firearms out of the hands of law-abiding citizens.
The increase in violent crimes we are seeing in places like Phila-
delphia is not being caused by individuals who lawfully pur-
chase, possess, or carry a firearm. Imposing local laws prevent-



74 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL — SENATE JANUARY 25,

ing the carrying of a firearm in Philadelphia is not going to stop
these lawless monsters who have complete and total disregard
for human life. Instead, such local restrictions mean you are
sending sheep off to slaughter. You are not allowing peaceful
residents and visitors to be armed for self protection when in or
traveling through cities where violent criminals are being re-
leased from prison without bail and without being prosecuted for
committing crimes with the illegal guns.

Further, Pennsylvanians and out-of-State visitors should not
be expected to know local firearm restrictions of every single
municipality they drive through as they travel through the great
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. That is just not fair. Again, Mr.
President, law-abiding citizens with legally possessed firearms
are not the problem when it comes to gun violence and lawless-
ness in Pennsylvania--or anywhere in our nation for that matter.
I know this from experience. In 23 years as a Federal agent, I
never once seized a legally owned firearm from a criminal; they
are always illegally possessed. It is time to stop punishing those
who have done nothing wrong for the wrongdoing of violent
criminals.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman

from Washington, Senator Bartolotta.
Senator BARTOLOTTA. Mr. President, anyone who looks

through the Crimes Code can see that Pennsylvania has over 120
laws to make sure that criminals who use firearms during the
commission of their crimes are put behind bars. The problem is
that criminals do not follow the law, and they do not care about
gun laws. When restrictive, new ordinances are added to the
books, law-abiding citizens are the only people who suffer. Cre-
ating a patchwork of local gun ordinances only does one of two
things. It disarms law-abiding citizens instead of empowering
them to defend themselves and protect their families and their
own lives. Or, it turns well-meaning Pennsylvanians into crimi-
nals if they do not know the gun laws in every single municipal-
ity in our Commonwealth, and there are 2,560 municipalities in
Pennsylvania. We need to empower citizens, not threaten their
safety, freedom, and ability to defend themselves, especially in
today's environment of escalating, and too-often unchecked,
violence.

Some have pointed out that crime is up nationally, and that is
all too true, but that does not explain why Philadelphia is on its
way to becoming the murder capital of the United States, with
over 560 murders last year alone, with 2,300 shooting victims. It
is well on its way to exceed that number this year. In the first 25
days of this year, they had 38 murders. Chicago is the only city
in the nation with more homicides than Philadelphia. New York
City, which has a population five times greater than Philadelphia,
had fewer murders than Philly last year. The answer to the prob-
lem is to prosecute criminals who use firearms in their crimes,
not to coddle them. That means enforcing State laws, all 120 of
them--not ignoring them to score political points. Ordinances
approved by municipalities run the gamut from impractical to
completely nonsensical, but they do not make anyone safer. We
need to give law-abiding Pennsylvanians the tools to fight back
against this gross government overreach and protect their consti-
tutional rights.

Just 3 weeks ago, in the city of Philadelphia, two men at-
tempted to carjack a Lyft driver who was legally armed. The
driver was able to defend himself and his passenger, and they

both walked away from the incident uninjured. If we continue to
criminalize self defense, those stories will become fewer and
farther between, and the stories of murdered, innocent, law-abid-
ing citizens will continue to escalate. With today's vote, we can
choose to disarm Pennsylvanians, or we can stand up for their
right to protect themselves and their families. When given that
choice, Mr. President, I will stand up for the rights of our citizens
every single time.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman

from Chester, Senator Comitta.
Senator COMITTA. Mr. President, I rise today in opposition

to House Bill No. 979. I oppose this bill today for the same rea-
sons I opposed and voted against its companion back in Novem-
ber. Not only does it do nothing to address the crisis of gun vio-
lence, it actually penalizes the local officials who do. House Bill
No. 979 hands over legal standing to individuals and groups like
the NRA to sue municipalities for trying to keep their residents
safe. Worse yet, it allows municipalities to be hit with legal fees
for simply trying to do the right thing. Undermining the ability
of local municipalities to protect their communities is not about
freedom, and it certainly is not about safety. If we want to sup-
port local communities' and Pennsylvanians' rights, let us take up
measures to reduce gun violence--measures that, by and large,
are supported by the vast majority of Pennsylvanians, including
responsible firearms owners: safe gun storage; universal back-
ground checks; lost and stolen gun reporting; and extreme risk
protection, or red flag laws. We can take those up right now in-
stead of rehashing a whole debate on a bill that the Governor is
going to veto anyway.

I would also like to take a moment to thank our local leaders
and municipalities who have stepped forward and passed ordi-
nances to better protect their residents. Thank you for doing your
job and for trying to help fill the gaps in our gun laws. In many
ways, the local elected officials are addressing some of the very
problems that we, the legislature, have failed to adequately ad-
dress here at the State level. I know some of us began in local
government. I was a borough mayor and borough council mem-
ber before being elected to State office. Should we be standing
with local leaders and communities? Should we be listening to
them and working together with them? Should we be backing
them up against legal threats from groups like the NRA? I think
so.

In closing, I, again, respectfully and sincerely, ask my col-
leagues to work with us on real, meaningful, commonsense mea-
sures to protect the health, safety, well-being, and very lives of
our constituents. I hope we can work together on that, but if we
cannot, let us not stand in the way of those who are.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Delaware, Senator Kearney.
Senator KEARNEY. Mr. President, I do not think it will come

as a surprise that I will be voting "no" on this bill, which, you
know, has moved nowhere in the last few Sessions. The open-
ended nature of the potential suits that could be brought could
bankrupt Pennsylvania communities and pad the pockets of out-
siders seeking to interfere in communities that have nothing to do
with them. I know that many Pennsylvanians are passionate
about firearms and the Second Amendment, but the provisions
contained in this bill are meant to intimidate municipalities and
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communities that are merely trying to save lives in their commu-
nities.

Before I was in the Senate, I was the mayor of my borough.
During that time, a version of this bill was being considered, and
I received a call from a constituent, a neighbor, who happened to
be a policy advisor to the NRA. He worried that our borough
would be sued and could face financial crisis because we had a
law on our books, a law that had been there for quite a few years.
That law forbade the discharge of a weapon in the borough ex-
cept for a list of usages, including, but most specifically, by law
enforcement. To the vast majority of borough residents and our
entire council, our ordinance seemed like a fairly straightforward
public safety measure in a small, densely populated, borough.
But, in the mind of my constituent, it was grounds for a lawsuit.

Gun violence has taken the lives of hundreds of Pennsylvani-
ans last year, injured even more, and has destroyed so many fam-
ilies. I cannot understand how we, as a legislature, can respond
to so much pain, so much violence, to such a disruptive epidemic
of shootings and murders in our communities with this, with a
giveaway to the NRA and to many outsiders. It just does not
make sense. We all know that gun violence is a problem that
affects some communities quite a bit and others not so much. I
actually think that allowing localized response to firearm regula-
tions makes a lot of sense in that context. It has been hammered
into my head since I arrived in Harrisburg that one size does not
fit all in our Commonwealth. But one size fits all is exactly what
this bill intends. Our municipalities, our communities, could do
much to solve their own problems and reduce crimes in their
neighborhoods if the legislature gave them a chance. Our munici-
palities could crack down on gun trafficking, straw purchases,
guns falling into the hands of minors. Our constituents have
begged their leaders for help, for better policies that can keep
them safe. We have an obligation to keep our communities safe,
and letting them create their own solutions would be the least we
could do here in Harrisburg.

I urge my colleagues to vote "no" on the bill and for everyone
to think about what kind of message this bill sends to the fami-
lies, friends, and communities of Pennsylvanians murdered and
maimed by gun violence.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman

from Montgomery, Senator Cappelletti.
Senator CAPPELLETTI. Mr. President, do you know what

the irony of all of this is? I agree with the basic premise of this
bill. We would be better served with comprehensive gun and
firearms legislation from the Federal government and from us.
Local municipalities should not be burdened with having to make
these kinds of laws. However, the continued failure of Congress
and this legislative body to even feign an interest in--let alone to
substantively address--the epidemic of gun and firearms violence
leaves our municipalities with no other choice. If it is not the
local governments working to protect the people of this Com-
monwealth, then who? Because we have the opportunity, every
day we are here, to do something about the ever-increasing gun
and firearms violence we are facing in this country and in our
Commonwealth. We could pass legislation that provides univer-
sal background checks, requires safe storage, enacts and estab-
lishes extreme risk protection orders, establishes a 72-hour wait-
ing period for the purchase of a firearm, or even just a simple lost
and stolen gun reporting law.

These bills are literally proven to reduce firearms and gun
violence. They are proven to save and protect lives without in-
fringing on your Second Amendment. But those bills are lan-
guishing in committee, and we are left to debate bills like this,
bills that are literally proven to increase gun and firearms
violence--the same thing you are purporting to be against. It is a
fact that States that have and enforce preemption laws like this
one, like the one we are discussing right now, have higher rates
of firearms violence. Connecticut, Hawaii, Massachusetts, New
Jersey, and New York, do you know what they have in common?
They have the lowest rates of gun and firearms violence, and
they do not have preemption laws like this one.

This bill comes at a time when Pennsylvania's communities
are seeing the impact of a dual public health crisis of COVID-19
and gun violence. According to the State's unit of gun violence
prevention, early data points to a record-breaking year for Penn-
sylvania for firearms-related deaths. There were an estimated 784
firearms-related murders, up from 621 in 2019, and 2,575 shoot-
ings, up from 1,840 in 2019, all across this Commonwealth. Let
me say that again: all across our Commonwealth--in rural, subur-
ban, and, yes, in urban Pennsylvania. This bill is wrong for us,
it is wrong for Pennsylvania, and it demonstrates how out of
touch this Chamber is with our constituents. We are, again, fail-
ing the citizens we swore to protect, and in the face of a severe
lack of leadership in this Chamber, I will be a "no" vote.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Bucks, Senator Santarsiero.
Senator SANTARSIERO. Mr. President, I rise in opposition

to House Bill No. 979. As many here in the Senate and generally
in our assembly know, this is not the first time this legislation
has been voted on. We, of course, have a Senate version of this
bill. But, in previous Sessions, legislation almost identical to this
bill has been brought up. Initially, it was actually amended into
a completely unrelated piece of legislation, passed by the Gen-
eral Assembly, and signed by former Governor Corbett. Because
that violated the single subject rule, ultimately, that was invali-
dated by the State Supreme Court.

But here we are, once again, with this piece of legislation in
front of us, and we know how the vote is going to go today. We
also know that Governor Wolf is going to veto this legislation if
it does make it to his desk. My colleagues have offered, I think,
compelling reasons why we should be voting against this legisla-
tion, and I applaud the gentlewoman from Montgomery County
for having offered her amendment earlier, because that is exactly
the kind of bill that we should be passing, given the fact that this
State is in the midst of a gun violence epidemic. That gun vio-
lence epidemic has been going on for some time now. As the
previous speaker, the gentlewoman also from Montgomery
County, noted, those States that have, in fact, stepped forward
and passed gun violence legislation, legislation aimed at protect-
ing their citizens without curtailing the right to keep and bear
arms, have seen a decrease in the incidents of gun violence in
their jurisdictions. For simple things, like, for example: safe stor-
age acts that reduce the number of accidental injuries, deaths,
suicides, and intentional crimes. Simple things like requiring
universal background checks which, after all, are necessary if we
are going to enforce existing law--and we hear often about en-
forcing existing law--that forbids certain people with certain
criminal histories and histories of mental illness from obtaining
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a firearm. Well, you cannot enforce that if you do not have a
system of universal background checks, and we do not have that
here in Pennsylvania today.

Laws like those that require gun owners to notify law enforce-
ment when their firearms are lost or stolen. Again, a reasonable
measure. Now, this General Assembly refuses to bring these bills
up for a vote, let alone pass them. In the absence of that, munici-
palities across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, eager to
protect their citizens--in fact, taking that oath of office that they
take, and that responsibility, first and foremost, to provide for
public safety seriously--have passed legislation to do just that.
But, once again, here is the General Assembly of Pennsylvania
on the verge of trying to pass legislation that would prevent them
from doing so. But, this bill goes further, because if this bill were
just about trying to preempt local ordinances seeking to protect
our communities, that would be bad enough. But, no, this bill
goes a step further. It gives standing to organizations like the
National Rifle Association to sue our local communities. It gives
standing to the NRA and similar groups to effectively sue our
taxpayers, because they do not like the fact that our towns are
trying to keep their citizens safe by passing these reasonable gun
violence prevention measures. That is what is going on here. The
gun manufacturing industry, through organizations like the NRA,
is trying to prevent reasonable gun violence prevention measures
from passing. Why is that? Because they want to sell more fire-
arms. I get it, that is their business, I understand, but we have an
obligation to make sure that the people of Pennsylvania are pro-
tected.

We continually pass on acting on that obligation; we shirk
that responsibility. But then we go in the opposite direction and
we make it impossible for our local communities to act. Now we
threaten them with private organizations, that are deep pocketed,
to come after them in court and put them and their taxpayers at
financial risk. Mr. President, this bill has no place in this Senate,
in this General Assembly. It is exactly the wrong thing for our
Commonwealth. I urge a "no" vote, and I urge the Governor--as
I know he will if this gets to his desk--to veto it forthright. Thank
you.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montgomery, Senator Haywood.

Senator HAYWOOD. Mr. President, I rise to address some of
the source of success of New York City, which has much more
significant success than Philadelphia, as has been accurately
stated. I want to describe the framework for some of that success,
certainly not all. However, the State of New York and New York
City have some highly restrictive rules for access to handguns.
First, the purchase of a handgun in New York is limited to only
those individuals who hold a valid pistol permit issued by a
county or a major city. This purchase permit includes keeping a
record of the make, model, caliber, and serial number of the
handgun. It is limited to only persons who will provide said in-
formation for purchase. New York State has a permit to purchase
requirement for handguns, it is not only there. The carrying of a
handgun in New York is limited to only those individuals with
a pistol license who possess a registered handgun and are carry-
ing the handgun subject to New York regulations: permit to pur-
chase carry restrictions. Out-of-State residents are not permitted
to have a pistol handgun in New York. An application is required
for a handgun license that includes county of residence, you must
go to the police or sheriff's office to obtain the license; a back-

ground check that includes FBI criminal records along with men-
tal health records, which are checked as part of the licensing
process. Pistol licenses for approval can take up to 4 months to
make sure that the individuals are properly vetted. Concealed
carry is only permitted when the individual demonstrates a spe-
cial need for such concealed carry, otherwise, not permitted.

There are further regulations in New York City greater than
what I have just described. Also, handgun licenses in the State of
New York vary greatly from jurisdiction to jurisdiction. In the
State of New York, there are some jurisdictions that are called
the "more hunting" areas, they have less restriction than what is
called the "downstate city" areas. The State of New York is an
excellent example of where there is no preemption, the big cities
are permitted to have significant restrictions on access to pistols,
and certainly that contributes to the saving of lives from firearm
death.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Allegheny, Senator Brewster.
Senator BREWSTER. Mr. President, I was not prepared to

speak on the bill today, but after hearing my colleagues on both
sides, I feel compelled to make some comments because of my
firsthand experience on the issue. Not an experience I planned on
having. Most of you know that before coming to the Senate I was
the mayor of a third class city, a great city, historical city, and
one of the largest in the State at one time. I personally experi-
enced 34 homicides in my city, gut-wrenching experiences where
I knew some of the victims, knew some of the perpetrators, and
without going into that detail, caused me to spend a lot of time
dealing with violence in my city.

I will say this, if I thought this bill would save one life, I
would vote for it. But there is no evidence, in my personal expe-
rience, that that has occurred. Let me explain why. Of the 34
homicides, 33 of the cases were stolen weapons. I, as a mayor,
introduced an ordinance--and I was asked to, by the way--to put
in place gun laws specific to my town. That would not have
saved one of those lives. The 34th homicide was domestic. As I
think back, and I have said it--maybe not clearly or directly
enough in this Caucus and in this Chamber--we need to get to the
core causes. What causes somebody to be that angry, that vio-
lent, to kill somebody? Mental health--if I skip one interrupt me--
distribution of drugs; in some cases, gangs; domestic violence.
I had the opportunity at the Penn State campus to hear the mother
of one of the perpetrators at Columbine--both of the shooters
committed suicide at the site, if I recall correctly--she spoke, and
I think she wrote a book. She talked about the things she found
out about her son after this was over. Her comment was, I had no
idea he was having that kind of trouble. The incident in Pitts-
burgh, the synagogue, I think we would all agree that going into
a church of worship, a school, and shooting dozens of people
could not be identified as normal behavior. So if it is not normal
behavior, it is abnormal behavior. The gun was simply the vehi-
cle.

We need to spend more of our time and more of our energy
and resources on mental health in this Commonwealth, that is
one. Let us talk for a second about drug distribution. My opinion,
if you sell narcotics and you are not an addict, you do not have
an addiction issue, and you sell it for money, you kill people.
There is not a person in this room who does not know a family
that has been bankrupt, whether child, dad, or mother overdosed.



2022 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL — SENATE 77

Frankly, there are some cases now where the courts are starting
to hold drug dealers responsible for death, as well they should
be. Where there is money, and I do not know that anybody dis-
agrees with this, in my opinion, the sale of narcotics is the most
lucrative business on the planet. Unregulated. Think of the audi-
ence they have. In my own family, I have had folks die of over-
doses. I think the person who sold them the drugs should go to
jail. Are we spending any time on that? These folks--every time
we make a drug bust, there are illegal guns. I do not want to criti-
cize any entity.

Let us talk about the court system. I had one of the largest
police departments in Allegheny County. We pick up folks for
drive-by shootings, maybe nobody died, maybe they just got
wounded. Individuals who are arrested go into court; they are
home before the police are. I used to ask my chief, in a couple of
the homicides, where did they get the gun? The gun charges were
plea bargained away. Anybody care about that? He would say,
well, you have got them on aggravated assault, attempted homi-
cide, concealed weapon, stolen weapon--these charges get
dropped. Nobody wants to talk about that because we do not
want to anger anybody. But that is the real world we live in.
Sure, we will drop the gun charges. I actually insisted on know-
ing where the gun came from in a certain homicide. Mayor, they
dropped the charges, so, you know, that question is never an-
swered.

You are looking at an individual, right now, at the podium
who, 2 weeks after I took office as mayor, had a quadruple homi-
cide. Four people, three blocks away from where I was that eve-
ning on a cold January night. An arrest was made, one weapon
was found, the other one was not. Stolen. The individual was
high on cocaine, four people dead: his girlfriend, his girlfriend's
daughter, and his two cousins. Two different houses, 200 yards
apart. When you witness something like that, you see the bodies,
and somebody walks down the street and says, Mayor, here is
who did that. When he gets on cocaine, he is violent. He had two
stolen guns. What would another gun law have done to stop that?
Not long after that I had a triple homicide. Triple. Imagine going
to that home and experiencing that grief by the families. I had a
request to create an ordinance; I did not because I thought it was
a violation of the Constitution, the Second Amendment. Our
solicitor agreed with me, neighboring communities that had al-
ready put in place an ordinance, their own gun ordinances,
agreed with me and backed off. But look at the simple things,
how do you enforce something like that? How do you go from
one community--Allegheny County has 130 communities, you
work two communities away, you shop at another community.
How do you know what the laws are in those communities? It is
those kinds of things, if it is not enforceable and there is no evi-
dence that it is going to stop.

I saw an article, 40 million guns have been sold. Why? Go to
some of these gun clubs and see the new members coming in.
They look like us, senior citizens in their 80s buying weapons
because they are afraid--never had a gun. By the way, when they
join some of these clubs they have to testify why they are doing
it. We are doing it because we live alone in a complex, and we
are afraid, so we bought a weapon and we need to learn how to
shoot it. Young married couples, well, I travel a lot, my wife's
alone, so we feel we need protection, we have never shot a gun
that is why we are joining. That is what is going on out there.

Now, we all want to stop the violence, and I think one of my
colleagues mentioned a number of gun laws, I think there are
over 164 gun laws on the books. Gun advocates are saying en-
force them. I agree. When someone kills somebody, or tries to
kill somebody with a stolen gun, why those charges would ever
be dropped is beyond me. When we do that we send a message
that in some places it does not matter. Now, I do not think I am
the only one in this room who has experienced that.

So I would just close by saying that I would like to see us
spend more time, more energy, more resources on mental health.
There are people reaching out in every mass shooting--there was
a message that that individual was going to do something, did not
say where, on social media, and nobody really dealt with it. We
know who the drug dealers are. I probably should not say this
publicly, but I will. When I took office I went to folks who I
knew had access to guns and I asked them, I am going to be the
Mayor, would you talk to X, Y, Z and tell them I would appreci-
ate it if they needed to be violent, I cannot have that while I am
Mayor. Individual came back to me and said, Mayor, they know
you, they trust you, you have their commitment, but we cannot
control the young kids. This was almost 20 years ago and, boy,
were they right, because therein lies the problem.

So, I can see the rationale from my colleagues. I would love
to see CeaseFire, the NRA, and FOAC in the room. They know
their business, and I know that there is common ground. The
problem is, the gap is so wide now I do not know how we get
there, but putting new laws on the books. By the way, I should
say this too: as Mayor, I was sued because my officers made a
certain arrest--and I would rather not get into the agency--but I
will say that that agency sued the city, we rewrote the ordinance
three times and we had to pay that organization legal fees to
rewrite that ordinance. So it is not unprecedented that organiza-
tions can represent individuals and that community may have to
pay that legal fee. That is not something new. It happens now.

So I would ask for a "yes" vote on the bill and ask that both
sides, this is a very serious issue, and when we have to get up
and debate whether it is going to work or not, that is a pretty
clear picture in my mind, that it is not going to work. I think we
should do what we can to get our court system in a room, deal
with the judges that many of us support and say, we need your
help. Deal with local leadership and get testimony from law en-
forcement and from the families.

This whole issue about defunding police, what they really
mean is we need money for crisis intervention. I said that 15
years ago. When a young person dies on the street, we need to be
in that family's house that night with clergy and others who can
help them. When an arrest is made, we need to be in the home of
that person's family. That is what intervention is about, so we
understand what happened. Would not anybody in this room,
certainly, want to sit in a room with an individual who has been
arrested and say, why did you do this? What would cause you to
be this angry? Those are the things you need to hear, and then
you will find out that maybe these local laws are not the answer,
it is a bigger problem. Mr. President, I thank you for the time,
and I will be voting "yes" on the bill. Thank you.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Anthony Williams.

Senator A.H. WILLIAMS. Mr. President, I, like the previous
speaker, was not going to comment on the bill, but there are
some things which I cannot withstand, regardless of how people
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vote. The gentleman mentioned the fact that we do not need
more gun laws; we do not need more laws on the books. Let us
agree upon that; we do not. This is a new law. I am not sure ev-
erybody thought about that, but this is a new law. In fact, this
new law removes other laws, so there is a bit of hypocrisy, con-
fusion, or paradox in this moment. Let us be clear, if we are go-
ing to do things by the record, this is not adding to what already
exists. This removes law. As a matter of fact, this is a new law,
so strike one.

I cringe when people describe the gun violence we have in
this country, this State, and in the areas that I represent around
two issues: mental health and drug dealers. Needless to say that,
unfortunately, a significant portion of my district has experienced
homicides based upon gun violence. I want you to be very clear,
I have a very stable district, hardworking human beings, and by
the way, the majority of them are not drug dealers, but a signifi-
cant portion have been affected--their children, aunties, uncles,
mothers, and fathers--by gun violence. Not because they partici-
pated in it, but because someone has an illegal gun. This is not
about people like me who say your Second Amendment right is
protected. I am not against legal guns. I do think you need to
follow them. For the logic that says things like it is not the gun--
and I have heard this since I have been in the General Assembly-
-it is not the gun that causes the problem, it is the person. Well,
if you have a person who is in a car drinking and driving, it is not
the car's fault that he ran over an innocent person. It is not the
car's fault that somebody got murdered or slaughtered because a
drunk driver drove over them, it is the driver's fault. So let us
deal with his mental health issues or her mental health issues.
Does that make any sense? No. There is a consequence to the
folks that we require cars to be driven a certain way and, by the
way, cars to be designed in a certain way so that they are safer.
By the way, we register them and we follow them, and that is not
a gun, that is a car. That consequence is to the user, as well as to
the car. So, the slogans do not work anymore. The slaughter
continues across Pennsylvania. It is not just the drug dealers, not
just the people who have mental health, it is to a household who
has a 4-year-old child who, unfortunately, gets his hand on a gun
that was not put in a lockbox, so they shoot their sister or
brother. These are not stories that I make up. These are stories I
read in newspapers across Pennsylvania.

This has nothing to do with the fact that if you want to own a
gun, if you want to hunt, God bless you. I do not; it is cold. But,
if you choose to protect yourself with a gun, and I heard that
comment; there are so many people who want to buy a gun. I am
64 years old. I have never owned a gun in my entire life; I am
thinking about buying one. And he is absolutely right, it is a
reaction to the level of violence in communities. But guess what?
Think about the logic. If the person who is a criminal could not
get their hands on an illegal gun, I would not have to buy one.
We have to have some logic in this conversation. You cannot just
throw things across the board because you want to have a gun
and no regulation. I am not here to persuade anyone. My com-
ments are not necessarily reflective upon the person who be-
lieves in this legislation. They cannot, and I am sure the vote will
not be affected by a comment I make, but the record has to re-
flect some common sense in this conversation.

You cannot arbitrarily stigmatize or stereotype those folks
who are involved in gun violence. You cannot define a commu-
nity as ravaged by mental health conditions because you do not

want to deal with the fact that you have to responsibly register a
gun. Gun manufacturers should be required, just like car dealers
are, to follow that. Matter of fact, if many people do not want to
follow it, that is their business, but I am not going to allow us to
have a conversation, on this floor, suggesting otherwise, because
it is not truthful, it is not accurate, and most importantly, it dis-
respects the lives of those people who have been killed in Penn-
sylvania, who lost their lives to guns that are legal or illegal, but
not responsibly used. I do not care what the situation was in
which they lost their life--whether it was by accident, intentional,
murder, manslaughter, committing a crime, not committing a
crime, dropping the gun on the ground--it does not really matter.
What matters is that there is a bill before us that interrupts local
control, local responsibility, and therefore puts a place like
Chester--struggling economically in Pennsylvania, has a problem
with guns in their town that they have tried to address with their
own taxpayers' money and have had some modicum of success.
And because we decided in Harrisburg that we have a better
vision of guns than people, that we have a decision that we are
going to impose upon Chester--if you dare decide to write a bill
or law that says you can regulate firearms in your town, we are
going to make you pay a price for that--a struggling town.

You know, they did better in the Wild Wild West, when at
least in the O.K. Corral you had to give your firearm to the local
sheriff. Then, when you left, you got your firearm back. They
allowed that in America, as a matter of fact, they allowed it in
the West, that is not a made-up thing, that actually happened in
a place that believed in the ability to have a firearm, use a fire-
arm, et cetera. I am not sure that--and I understand the politics of
the day. I understand that some of us have to make sure we are
positioned a certain way with regard to our constituents, and that
there are those who believe that a gun is a recreational tool, and
I do not want to disrespect that. There are certainly families who
go hunting on one of the biggest days in Pennsylvania, I am not
here to discredit that. But, I am sure as heck not going to sit here
and allow for people to describe people in my district, and many
other districts, as mentally unstable and drug dealers. That is not
the truth, and the loss of life has to be measured at some time by
this Commonwealth.

I will tell you something: for as critical as I am about those
comments, I am also appreciative of the fact that in the last bud-
get cycle, there was a thoughtful process that allowed for a lot of
money to be spent on intervention and prevention in terms of
violence across Pennsylvania. So it is not without balance, and
I will acknowledge this. I am not suggesting that one party is
better than the other in that conversation, but I am saying to all
of us, if we are going to have these conversations, let us at least
have them with some level of integrity and honesty and think
about what we are saying. Think about what we are saying to
other people.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Cambria, Senator Langerholc.
Senator LANGERHOLC. Mr. President, this is a bill about

recognizing that what we do in this Chamber matters. The bill is
about reinforcing the fact that this body and this body alone--the
Pennsylvania Senate and our colleagues in the Pennsylvania
House of Representatives alone--are tasked with regulating the
laws of this Commonwealth. Does what we say here matter? Do
the bills that we pass here, that go on to become law, do they
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matter? Because over the years, there has been a patchwork of
municipalities that do not think so. So, we find ourselves here
today. This is not the first time that we have been here or the first
time that we have had this debate, even though it clearly and
unequivocally says in Title 18, Section 6120 of our Crimes Code,
the heading being: (Reading)

Limitation on the regulation of firearms and ammunition.
(a) General rule. --No county, municipality or township may in any

manner regulate the lawful ownership, possession, transfer or transpor-
tation of firearms, ammunition or ammunition components when carried
or transported for purposes not prohibited by the laws of this Common-
wealth.

That is law. Title 18 is law. It was passed by this General
Assembly. To rebut some comments that were made here prior,
this is not something new, this is not a new preemption statute.
That is existing law on the books; we passed that; it is clear. Yet,
still, municipalities enact their own laws, essentially spitting in
the face of this General Assembly.

I ask, what would be the reaction from this body if instead of
municipalities passing gun laws, what if they decided to enact
their own Crimes Code? In our township, homicide is not a crime
anymore. What would be the reaction? What if they chose to
enact their own Vehicle Code violations or laws? What if they
chose to ban abortions? Would there be outrage? Would the
same arguments be made with respect to what has been made
here today? Would that get anyone's attention? I surmise it
would. It is the same principle. State law. That is our job. It is
clear. It is ours to decide, not the municipalities.

The answer to avoiding liability for this cost that it is going to
have upon our municipalities is simple: repeal your ordinances.
This legislation clearly lays out a framework for that. It provides
60 days. Repeal the ordinances. Your township, borough, or
municipality will not be liable and will not be subject to any type
of financial penalty. With regard to standing, this gives third
parties--the NRA--the right to sue on behalf of your members.
You are darn right it does, and it should. What else is going to be
needed to get the attention of these municipalities that clearly do
not think what we do here matters? Should we then restrict--if we
are so concerned about allowing third parties the right for
standing--the League of Women Voters or the ACLU the right
to sue our Commonwealth? If that is the sentiment, I will intro-
duce that bill tomorrow.

Philadelphia has the strictest gun laws in this State. How is
that working? An 85 percent rise in homicides? The Philadelphia
City Controller stated that arrests for illegal gun possession in-
creased by more than 100 percent since 2015. From the same
source in 2020, 49 percent of these charges were withdrawn or
dismissed and only 42 percent of these charges saw conviction,
which means almost 1,100 individuals who were rightfully ar-
rested by the Philadelphia Police Department for illegal gun pos-
session had their charges dismissed. Prosecute your offenders.

In essence, this bill should not be necessary. We should not be
here. We should not be discussing this because the law is clear,
it has been laid out, it has been spelled out. Title 18 is clear. We
have that authority. I would ask for an affirmative vote.

Thank you, Mr. President.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED

The PRESIDENT. Senator Yudichak has returned, and his
temporary Capitol leave is cancelled.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Cambria, Senator Langerholc.

Senator LANGERHOLC. Mr. President, I request a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Tomlinson, and legislative leaves for
Senator Gebhard and Senator DiSanto.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Langerholc requests a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Tomlinson, and legislative leaves for
Senator Gebhard and Senator DiSanto. Without objection, the
leaves will be granted.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Street.

Senator STREET. Mr. President, in light of the most recent
comments, I feel a need to address some of this. This General
Assembly has, in so many respects, failed to act to address the
crime and violence that is rising across the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. Not just in Philadelphia, but in Lancaster, Read-
ing, Erie, Pittsburgh, and in cities small and large across the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. It is true that we are responsi-
ble for the Crimes Code; it is true that we have much larger
stakes of money than municipalities small and large. It is, in fact,
true that we have the ability to pass, or fail to pass, most gun
laws. While municipalities, small and large, are more limited
than we are--and some, like Philadelphia, have greater capacity,
as has been acknowledged, than others--the reality is that the
General Assembly has a greater capacity to address the chal-
lenges.

Many of you know this is a personal issue for me, but it is not
individual to me. This is impacting people across the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania. For us to be standing in the way of peo-
ple, regardless of which municipality they live in, and their abil-
ity to attempt to address the problems of gun violence and in-
stead, actually, have third parties who may or may not have any
actual stake in terms of living in those communities be able to
intervene--and in the case of some small communities, poten-
tially bankrupt them--to try and obstruct their ability to make
their communities safer. It is deeply wrong. It is beyond an abdi-
cation of our duties. We are, in some respects, as a body
complicit in the ongoing carnage. If we move forward with at-
tempting to block municipalities--understand this is not a prob-
lem that exists in any one city, this is a problem that exists
throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; this is a Penn-
sylvania problem; it is more acute in some places than others--
but for us as the General Assembly to stand here and add to the
burden that municipalities already have by trying to make sure
that they now have to deal with unbridled lawsuits and threats of
bankruptcy and put before them the false choice--which will be
very real for them--of whether they are going to suffer financial
penalty or they are going to try to make their citizens safer, it is
wrong. We should not be doing this. There are so many things
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we could be doing to advance making Pennsylvania safer. This
is not one of them. I urge a "no" vote.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-32

Argall Corman Laughlin Scavello
Aument DiSanto Martin Stefano
Baker Dush Mastriano Tomlinson
Bartolotta Flynn Mensch Vogel
Boscola Gebhard Phillips-Hill Ward, Judy
Brewster Gordner Pittman Ward, Kim
Brooks Hutchinson Regan Yaw
Browne Langerholc Robinson Yudichak

NAY-17

Cappelletti Haywood Muth Street
Collett Hughes Santarsiero Tartaglione
Comitta Kane Saval Williams, Anthony H.
Costa Kearney Schwank Williams, Lindsey
Fontana

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same without amendments.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 992 and HB 1082 -- Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator K. WARD.

BILL AMENDED

HB 1122 (Pr. No. 1170) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, in hunting and furtaking licenses, further providing for
resident license and fee exemptions and for license costs and fees.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration?
Senator LAUGHLIN offered the following amendment No.

A3476:

Amend Bill, page 1, line 2, by inserting after "Statutes,":
 in Pennsylvania Game Commission, further providing for organization

of commission; and,
Amend Bill, page 1, lines 7 and 8, by striking out all of said lines

and inserting:
Section 1.  Section 301(a) and (b)(7) and (8) of Title 34 of the

Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes are amended and subsection (b) is
amended by adding a paragraph to read:
301.  Organization of commission.

(a)  Composition.--The independent administrative commission
known as the Pennsylvania Game Commission shall consist of [eight]
nine competent citizens of this Commonwealth who shall be well in-
formed on the subject of wildlife conservation and restoration and who

shall be appointed by the Governor, by and with the advice and consent
of a majority of the elected members of the Senate.

(b)  Qualifications.--The members of the commission shall be ap-
pointed from the various geographical sections of this Commonwealth
so that one and only one shall be a resident of each of the following
districts:

* * *
(7)  The counties of Susquehanna, Wyoming, Luzerne,

Lackawanna, [Carbon, Wayne, Pike and Monroe] Wayne and Pike,
constituting the seventh district.

(8)  The counties of [Schuylkill, Berks,] Chester,
[Northampton, Lehigh,] Bucks, Montgomery, Philadelphia and
Delaware, constituting the eighth district.

(9)  The counties of Carbon, Monroe, Schuylkill, Berks,
Northampton and Lehigh, constituting the ninth district.
* * *
Section 2.  Section 2706 of Title 34 is amended by adding a subsec-

tion to read:
Amend Bill, page 2, line 3, by striking out "2" where it occurs the

first time and inserting:
 3
Amend Bill, page 2, line 14, by striking out all of said line and

inserting:
Section 4.  This act shall take effect as follows:

(1)  The addition of 34 Pa.C.S. §§ 2706(h) and 2709(a)(2)(vi)
shall take effect in 60 days.

(2)  The remainder of this act shall take effect immediately.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Erie, Senator Laughlin.

Senator LAUGHLIN. Mr. President, this amendment expands
the number of Pennsylvania game commissioners from 8 to 9,
and this will allow for a better division of responsibilities based
on population and the differing geographical areas of the Com-
monwealth. I ask for an affirmative vote on the amendment.

Thank you, Mr. President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?
It was agreed to.
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its

order at the request of Senator K. WARD.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

HB 1224, HB 1479, HB 1560, HB 1660, HB 1823 and HB
2051 -- Without objection, the bills were passed over in their
order at the request of Senator K. WARD.

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

HB 118, SB 200, SB 225, SB 284 and SB 471 -- Without
objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the request
of Senator K. WARD.

BILL OVER IN ORDER AND LAID ON THE TABLE

SB 474 (Pr. No. 1181) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:
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An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, in registration of vehicles, further providing for person
with disability plate and placard.

Without objection, the bill was passed over in its order at the
request of Senator K. WARD.

Pursuant to Senate Rule 9, the bill was laid on the table.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 522, SB 527 and SB 597 -- Without objection, the bills
were passed over in their order at the request of Senator K.
WARD.

BILL OVER IN ORDER AND LAID ON THE TABLE

HB 636 (Pr. No. 593) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act designating the interchange located on I-279 at Camp
Horne Road in Ohio Township, Allegheny County, as the Scott F. Hirsh
Memorial Interchange.

Without objection, the bill was passed over in its order at the
request of Senator K. WARD.

Pursuant to Senate Rule 9, the bill was laid on the table.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 815 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator K. WARD.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
AND REREFERRED

SB 936 (Pr. No. 1202) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in child protective services, further providing
for notification to department and development of plan of safe care for
children under one year of age.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
Upon motion of Senator K. WARD, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

BILL LAID ON THE TABLE

HB 951 (Pr. No. 1335) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in limitation of time, further pro-
viding for infancy, insanity or imprisonment; in matters affecting gov-
ernment units, further providing for exceptions to sovereign immunity
and for exceptions to governmental immunity; waiving sovereign im-
munity and governmental immunity; and making a related repeal.

Upon motion of Senator K. WARD, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was laid on the table.

HB 951 TAKEN FROM THE TABLE

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, I move that House Bill No.
951, Printer's No. 1335, be taken from the table and placed on
the Calendar.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 977, HB 987, HB 996, HB 1096 and HB 1248 -- Without
objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the request
of Senator K. WARD.

BILL LAID ON THE TABLE

HB 1312 (Pr. No. 1404) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act designating the bridge, identified as Bridge Key 4142,
carrying State Route 1001 over the Dunning Creek in the Borough of
Bedford, Bedford County, as the CPL William Glen Imler Memorial
Bridge.

Upon motion of Senator K. WARD, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was laid on the table.

HB 1312 TAKEN FROM THE TABLE

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, I move that House Bill No.
1312, Printer's No. 1404, be taken from the table and placed on
the Calendar.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

HB 1421 and HB 1500 -- Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator K. WARD.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
AND REREFERRED

HB 1650 (Pr. No. 1837) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 67 (Public Welfare) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in human services generally, reorganizing provi-
sions relating to adoption opportunities and to family finding and kin-
ship care; and making editorial changes.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
Upon motion of Senator K. WARD, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.
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BILLS OVER IN ORDER

HB 1737 and HB 1819 -- Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator K. WARD.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Westmoreland, Senator Kim Ward.

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, I request temporary
Capitol leaves for Senator Dush and Senator Corman.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Kim Ward requests temporary
Capitol leaves for Senator Dush and Senator Corman. Without
objection, the leaves will be granted.

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator BROWNE, from the Committee on Appropriations,
reported the following bills:

SB 934 (Pr. No. 1199) (Rereported)

An Act providing for display of the Preamble of the Constitution
of Pennsylvania in each school building.

SB 935 (Pr. No. 1200) (Rereported)

An Act providing for display of the Preamble of the United States
Constitution in each school building.

HB 245 (Pr. No. 2141) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of December 20, 1985 (P.L.457, No.112),
known as the Medical Practice Act of 1985, further providing for li-
cense without restriction and for institutional license.

HB 253 (Pr. No. 2653) (Amended) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176),
known as The Fiscal Code, in emergency COVID-19 response, further
providing for money in account; and providing for opioid abuse child
impact task force and for ARPA health care workforce supports.

HB 1849 (Pr. No. 2092) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of February 19, 1980 (P.L.15, No.9),
known as the Real Estate Licensing and Registration Act, in definitions,
further providing for definitions; and, in powers and duties of the State
Real Estate Commission - general, further providing for continuing
education.

MOTION NOTWITHSTANDING
SENATE RULE 12

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Westmoreland, Senator Kim Ward.

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, as a special order of busi-
ness, I call up Senate Supplemental Calendar No. 3 and move the
Senate proceed to consider House Bill No. 253, notwithstanding
the provisions of Senate Rule 12(m)(2).

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined
in the affirmative.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No. 3

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

HB 253 (Pr. No. 2653) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176),
known as The Fiscal Code, in emergency COVID-19 response, further
providing for money in account; and providing for opioid abuse child
impact task force and for ARPA health care workforce supports.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lehigh, Senator Browne.

Senator BROWNE. Mr. President, I am sure that you agree
for any appropriations process to be effective, it must be
proactive in serving the public obligations, the needs of the juris-
diction that it is responsible for. I think this body working in a
bipartisan basis over the last 18 months, especially given our
current circumstance, has met that standard. With the provisions
that have been amended into House Bill No. 253, this measure
stands as the sixth appropriations action by this body over the
last 18 months--in a timeframe where we usually do one--in or-
der to proactively address the extraordinary circumstances our
communities have faced with the COVID-19 pandemic. We have
provided funding to many segments of our economy that have
experienced stress: from nursing homes to our systems that serve
individuals with disabilities, to our childcare systems and to our
small businesses. Over that time, billions have been appropriated
to serve the needs of our communities, and I think we have effec-
tively worked together to meet some of the challenges.

One segment that has not been included in these appropria-
tions measures to date has been our acute care hospital system,
primarily because there was a significant amount of appropria-
tions and allocations of funding done directly out of the different
stimulus acts that were passed out of Washington. They received
separate, designated dollars that went directly to those institu-
tions. However, I do not think anyone, going back to March of
2020, would have expected the pandemic to last this long or that
we would experience another spike in cases. It seems that, re-
cently, our acute care hospital system has faced a perfect storm
of spiking cases in a timeframe where we have had challenges
with workforce complement across every segment of our econ-
omy, and it has taken a tremendous burden on our hospital sys-
tem to face those current challenges.

Now is a perfect time for us to step forward as a Senate body
to address the stress and the challenges that are currently being
experienced by our acute care hospital system, and the provisions
of House Bill No. 253, as amended, do that. Provides for the
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distribution of $225 million in Federal American Rescue Plan
funding to support those healthcare professionals on the
frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic. Under this legislation, all
of our hospitals that provide inpatient medical care will receive
funding that must be used for making retention or recruitment
payments directly to hospital staff, directly targeting the chal-
lenge that they have in staff recruitment and retention. We spe-
cifically restrict top executives, administrators, and contracting
staff from being eligible for the funding to keep it targeted to our
frontline workers. Our focus is to get these dollars into the hands
of the staff who are serving patients every day.

Critical access hospitals, hospitals that serve a large medical
assistance population, and facilities that provide inpatient care to
our most vulnerable in behavioral health systems will also re-
ceive an additional appropriation to be utilized for staff retention
and recruitment payments. Supplemental payment going to these
facilities is set at a standard rate. The eligible facilities will re-
ceive the same amount per bed across three categories: critical
access; high medical assistance; and behavioral health. House
Bill No. 253, as amended, recognized the importance of attract-
ing and keeping young professionals working in the Common-
wealth and its healthcare industry. This is why it also includes
additional funding to be directed to the Student Loan Relief for
Nurses Program.

Two hundred twenty-five million dollars will be appropriated
in the following manner: $210 million for payments to hospitals
for the purpose of making retention recruitment payments. All
hospitals receive a share of $100 million to be allocated based on
licensed beds for all facilities--all hospitals will receive approxi-
mately $2,800 per bed; and supplemental payments for critical
access hospitals, high Medicaid access hospitals, and behavioral
health providers of inpatient service in the amount of $110 mil-
lion to be allocated based on a standard per bed amount--all eligi-
ble facilities will receive approximately $4,400 per bed. Hospi-
tals that qualify for both--the base funding and the supplemental
funding--those institutions that are most stressed and most at risk
will receive a maximum amount of about $7,200 per bed. Staff
retention payments must be made within 90 days of receipt of the
funding, be documented back to the Department of Human Ser-
vices that the funding was allocated for this purpose, and facili-
ties will have 180 days for any recruitment payments. Mr. Presi-
dent, we must recognize this current challenge on our hospital
system not only places tremendous stress in the short term, but
could expose the status of our hospital network, our acute care
hospital network in the long term. We must respond now, so
once the pandemic has finally passed, we will maintain our
world-class healthcare system for the future benefit of our citi-
zens. The provisions, as amended, in House Bill No. 253 meet
that test. I ask for the Members of the Senate to support House
Bill No. 253, as amended.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Westmoreland, Senator Kim Ward.

Senator K. WARD. Mr. President, I am not going to speak
long on this bill because we have a lot of eloquent speakers to
talk about the importance of this bill. When we heard from our
hospitals, how stressed they were, how they were losing acute
care professionals, how people were sitting in an ER for 5 hours
or 5 days. But when you get to the bottom of why we did this
bill, it was to help those acute care nurses and workers. They
have been stressed; they have been working for 2 years under the

most stressful circumstances, putting themselves at risk, holding
patients' hands as they died alone, because they could not be with
their family. They have seen so much, and it has to be--and I
have talked to many nurses--almost like a PTSD. They have
worked so hard under so much pressure, and I want to take the
last sentence and say, I appreciate them and thank them very,
very much for what they have done for our Commonwealth in
the last couple of years.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Mercer, Senator Brooks.

Senator BROOKS. Mr. President, as a rural legislator, I un-
derstand what it means to have our healthcare access threatened,
but over the past 22 months, this is something that has chal-
lenged much of Pennsylvania throughout this pandemic. For
months we have been hearing from our hospitals, emergency
departments, nurses, acute care centers, and all of the support
staff that are the engines of our hospital systems. Capacity is at
an all-time high, and they need help. Our hospitals across the
Commonwealth are running at an average of 88-90 percent ca-
pacity, with some at full capacity. This does not include overflow
beds, triage, or patients served in an emergency waiting room or
hallway. In fact, in some instances, we have ambulances having
to wait outside for 2-3 hours just to drop off a patient.

Behind these numbers are not only the pandemic and the pa-
tients, but also all of the staff who are the heartbeat and engine
of our acute care facilities. We may not always see their faces,
but we feel the results of their work as they care for our friends,
neighbors, and loved ones. In passing this legislation today, we
say you have been heard. We have heard your pleas, and it is our
hope that the retention and recruitment payments available to
direct care staff in this legislation will ease a bit of the burdens
you have faced over the last 22 months. It is our hope that this
relief will help to retain critical staff at these facilities and ensure
continued access to treatment. It is not the executives and the
administrators receiving these dollars; it is for those in the very
trenches and those very people who we are relying so heavily on.
I am also proud to support this legislation for its inclusion of
additional funding to support our Pennsylvania Student Loan
Relief for Nurses Program. This program was born out of the
efforts of myself and Senator Collett to introduce similar legisla-
tion that seeks to retain nurses in Pennsylvania's workforce.
While this is a work in progress, House Bill No. 253 is a tool to
help keep hospital doors open and beds available to those who
need them in our communities.

Thank you to our nurses, hospital staff, behavioral health
providers, radiology technicians, environmental workers, house-
keepers, and thousands of behind-the-scenes staff members who
have helped us keep hospital doors open and responding to an
unprecedented threat of pandemic proportions. On behalf of all
Pennsylvanians, we say thank you.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Montgomery, Senator Collett.

Senator COLLETT. Mr. President, I rise in support of House
Bill No. 253, which was amended today in the Committee on
Appropriations to include the allocation of $225 million in fund-
ing for a variety of much-needed healthcare workforce supports.
I would like to thank the crafters of this amendment for acknowl-
edging the overwhelming needs of Pennsylvania's healthcare
workforce, with $210 million of these funds being appropriated
for hospital staff. A key element of House Bill No. 253 worth
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mentioning is that these resources will be directed to folks work-
ing and providing care at the bedside, not towards administrators
or executives, capital costs, or contracted and temporary employ-
ees. It is refreshing, and it is long overdue. As a registered nurse,
it is always a privilege when I can use my platform here to high-
light the vital role Pennsylvania's healthcare workers play in
keeping our families safe and our economy functioning, and the
many ways we as legislators can do better by them and the com-
munities they serve.

While these issues are not new, the COVID-19 crisis has dra-
matically exacerbated them and hastened the urgency with which
we must act. One of the biggest such issues facing our healthcare
system is recruitment and retaining the skilled and dedicated staff
who take care of us and our loved ones during their times of
need. During the pandemic, we have seen a mass exodus of
healthcare workers retiring early, moving away from clinical and
bedside settings, and flat-out leaving the field because of the
added physical risks and mental strain put on them during
COVID-19, not to mention the added risk to their patients caused
by chronic short staffing. Our nurses and direct care workers
have done a phenomenal, and frankly, awe-inspiring job of re-
sponding to an ongoing pandemic with limited resources, which
makes them the heroes that they are. But, words only go so far
when it comes to showing our healthcare workers that they are
needed and valued. That is why I was thrilled to work with the
chairman and Governor Wolf to secure $5 million in American
Rescue Plan funds for student loan relief for Pennsylvania nurses
who have been working during the pandemic.

But, as proud as I am of what we have accomplished, I have
been clear, since day one, that the need far outweighed the allot-
ted funding and that I would continue to press for more. The
additional $15 million that House Bill No. 253 puts into
PHEAA's Student Loan Relief for Nurses Program helps us help
many more nurses. But make no mistake, we still need more.
PHEAA has already received more than 6,000 applications, and
applications are still being accepted through March 1. With each
awardee able to receive up to $7,500, that means well over half
of the eligible applicants could be left in the cold. I ask you to
join me in continuing to push our legislative leaders and the ad-
ministration for even more funding for this program to meet the
overwhelming need. I encourage you to join me in pushing for
similar funding to attract and keep all of our critical healthcare
workers on the job. It is an opportunity to invest in Pennsylva-
nia's workforce and economy when we need it most. I urge a
"yes" vote on this bill.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Allegheny, Senator Costa.
Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I will be very brief. I think

my colleagues on both sides of the aisle have very eloquently
laid out the significance and importance of this piece of legisla-
tion. Driving out what will ultimately be a quarter billion dollars
to those first responders, nurses, and folks who are on the front
line, to me, is significant. While we are doing $225 million here
today, it is my understanding that we will also be addressing
emergency responders as well, with an additional $25 million.
This is unprecedented work that is important at a most critical
time. As we hear from our hospitals, it was mentioned, what the
surge has caused these hospitals--the long lines at our hospital
emergency rooms, doctors' offices, and the like--it is critically

important that we take this time to be able to drive these re-
sources out.

I think it is also important for us to be very clear that these
resources will make their way, essentially, to the bedside. As I
think Senator Collett so eloquently stated, this is not going to be
making its way to hospital administrators or hospital bottom
lines, but rather to ensure that we have the opportunity to recruit
and retain those individuals who are working in our hospitals and
other places. They have the ability to be able to draw them and
keep them there in their facilities. But, more importantly, be-
cause these are Federal resources--as we know, there are limita-
tions placed upon them--there are provisions that would provide
for auditing, along those lines, that we must adhere to. I think it
is important for folks in this room, the public, and the Common-
wealth to know that it is essential that there is adherence to what
we say in this legislation, in terms of how those dollars will be
used, and also what the Federal government has provided to us
in the form of guidelines as we go forward. I really want to put
folks on notice that we will be watching to ensure that those
resources make their way to the people we are trying to address
and the people we are trying to help. It is our obligation, through
the provisions of this measure, that allow us to be able to do what
I will call the compliance with that audit check that needs to be
done.

I thank my colleagues for the work that they have done, cer-
tainly the work that Senator Collett has done, in advancing the
loan forgiveness program for nurses. You know, my daughter is
a nurse. Unfortunately, she has already paid her bill, so she will
not be able to be eligible. But, at the end of the day, I think what
is important here is that there are so many folks like her--as a
clinical instructor, she teaches right now--that will be able to be
beneficiaries of this particular legislation as we go forward,
which I think is extremely important. Beyond that, I also thank
my colleague, Senator Kearney, and, I believe, a number of oth-
ers, who have talked about and advanced the issue with regard to
emergency responders--how important and how critical they are
to this process, to the healthcare delivery--and those other folks,
Senator Anthony Williams and other folks, who have brought it
to our attention that these are the types of things that we should
be making investments in at a time when it is most needed. Our
colleagues have brought this to our attention. We were able to
bring it to the attention of our colleagues on the other side of the
aisle and the administration.

What this represents is an opportunity for all of us. When we
work together, when we have like-minded individuals in the
room working to a common goal to address an issue that needs
to be addressed, these are the outcomes that can come from that.
I applaud all of my colleagues for the work that has been done
and the leadership on both sides of the aisle here and, no doubt,
on the other side of the building as well. We do anticipate quick
passage and getting this to the Governor's desk, where he has
agreed to sign this measure, and this is something, given what we
know, that is remaining in the ARP funds. These are the types of
things that we need to do together to ensure that we drive out the
dollars that were intended, from Congress, to be able to help us
to help others. That is what this is about today. I hope, as we go
forward over the course of the coming months, that we will be
able to continue this bipartisan spirit about looking out for those
folks in our Commonwealth who need these resources and to
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address the shortcomings that folks and entities are dealing with
across Pennsylvania.

Thank you, Mr. President.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lancaster, Senator Aument.

Senator AUMENT. Mr. President, I request a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Yudichak, and legislative leaves for
Senator Stefano, Senator Pittman, and Senator Regan.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Aument requests a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Yudichak, and legislative leaves for
Senator Stefano, Senator Pittman, and Senator Regan. Without
objection, the leaves will be granted.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Hughes.

Senator HUGHES. Mr. President, I will speak to this reality
as we move this forward. Quite frankly, almost a quarter billion
dollars is being allocated, and I think what all of us could com-
fortably say--at least I know my friend, colleague, Senator
Browne, my partner as chair of the Committee on Appropria-
tions, could comfortably say--we are moving close to a quarter
billion dollars, in pretty much record time, to deal with some-
thing extremely important that all of us have collectively come
together and know it needs to be done. This is the human infra-
structure that we have all talked about, or that most of us have
talked about, this is the investment in those individuals who do
not build bridges, build highways, lay asphalt, drive cement
trucks, or things like that. These are the individuals who we are
investing in, however, who do utilize all of those resources, the
human infrastructure that touches our lives in a very personal
way. The fact that we are seeing them and making this invest-
ment is significant. The fact that we are making this investment
in the context of a pandemic, that is to be recognized. Hopefully,
these individuals who needed this investment before the COVID-
19 pandemic will see this as a response to their reality, but also
see this as a way to advocate for ongoing investments in this
human infrastructure.

The pull on the healthcare system has been dramatic, has been
painful; to know that 90 percent of the people who are in our
hospitals right now--as relates to COVID-19--90 percent of those
individuals are unvaccinated. That is troubling, and something
needs to be done to make sure that we continue the vaccination
programs and everyone sees the importance of it, has access to
it, and takes the necessary steps. Because it is at that moment
where we do not put so much pressure on our healthcare system.
It is at that moment. That being said, Mr. President, it is great to
work together. It is great to work in a bipartisan fashion. It is
great to work at a breakneck speed to get this thing done, and
hopefully we will learn from this that as we sit on excessive dol-
lars here in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that we can
really respond to the needs of the human infrastructure that exists
in this State. They have responded remarkably to this pandemic.
We need to reward them and also build for the future, because
we know that investment is necessary.

Thank you, Mr. President.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED

The PRESIDENT. Senator Dush has returned, and his tempo-
rary Capitol leave is cancelled.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Argall DiSanto Laughlin Schwank
Aument Dush Martin Stefano
Baker Flynn Mastriano Street
Bartolotta Fontana Mensch Tartaglione
Boscola Gebhard Muth Tomlinson
Brewster Gordner Phillips-Hill Vogel
Brooks Haywood Pittman Ward, Judy
Browne Hughes Regan Ward, Kim
Cappelletti Hutchinson Robinson Williams, Anthony H.
Collett Kane Santarsiero Williams, Lindsey
Comitta Kearney Saval Yaw
Corman Langerholc Scavello Yudichak
Costa

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.

MOTION NOTWITHSTANDING
SENATE RULE 12

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lancaster, Senator Aument.

Senator AUMENT. Mr. President, as a special order of busi-
ness, I call up Senate Supplemental Calendar No. 4 and move the
Senate proceed to consider House Bill No. 1122, notwithstanding
the provisions of Senate Rule 12(m)(2).

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No. 4

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

HB 1122 (Pr. No. 2657) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, in Pennsylvania Game Commission, further providing
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for organization of commission; and, in hunting and furtaking licenses,
further providing for resident license and fee exemptions and for license
costs and fees.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Argall DiSanto Laughlin Schwank
Aument Dush Martin Stefano
Baker Flynn Mastriano Street
Bartolotta Fontana Mensch Tartaglione
Boscola Gebhard Muth Tomlinson
Brewster Gordner Phillips-Hill Vogel
Brooks Haywood Pittman Ward, Judy
Browne Hughes Regan Ward, Kim
Cappelletti Hutchinson Robinson Williams, Anthony H.
Collett Kane Santarsiero Williams, Lindsey
Comitta Kearney Saval Yaw
Corman Langerholc Scavello Yudichak
Costa

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION

Senator BOSCOLA. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from commit-
tees for the first time at today's Session.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The bills were as follows:

SB 152, SB 322, SB 589, SB 945, SB 956, SB 962, SB 1030,
HB 221, HB 668, HB 889, HB 1350, HB 1420, HB 1801, HB
1842, HB 1868 and HB 1877.

And said bills having been considered for the first time,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider-

ation.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of
the Senate:

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2022

  9:30 A.M. COMMUNITY, ECONOMIC AND Hrg. Rm. 1
RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT North Off.
(public hearing on small business (LIVE
assistance and economic recovery) STREAMED)

10:00 A.M. TRANSPORTATION (to consider Senate Room 8E-B
Bills No. 866, 891 and 965) East Wing

(LIVE
STREAMED)

Off the Floor APPROPRIATIONS (to consider House Senate
Bills No. 221, 889 and 995) Chamber

(LIVE
STREAMED)

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Washington, Senator Bartolotta.

Senator BARTOLOTTA. Mr. President, I rise today to speak
about a truly evil crime: human trafficking. The volume of cases
in the Commonwealth is sadly shocking. Because Pennsylvania
has main highways that are used to travel up and down the East
Coast, our State continually ranks in the top 10 States for human
trafficking. Since the passage of Pennsylvania's comprehensive
Human Trafficking Law in 2014, 80 convictions have resulted
out of the 174 cases of trafficking in the Commonwealth. In 2020
the National Human Trafficking Hotline identified 221 unique
situations of trafficking in Pennsylvania, of which 80 percent
were sex trafficking and 20 percent were labor trafficking. This
is why we need to improve our understanding and awareness of
this insidious crime against humanity.

Human traffickers prey on the vulnerabilities of others, often
intentionally targeting the weakest among us, from children who
are living in foster care, to those with a mental illness, to people
who are facing homelessness, and our LGBTQ population; and
people recently released from incarceration are targeted as well.
Human trafficking is a form of interpersonal violence with many
of the same power and control dynamics as other abusive rela-
tionships. Because of the layers of trauma human trafficking
inflicts on its victims, it can take them several attempts before
they are able to successfully break the cycle. That is why victims
need our help. Legislative efforts to convict the despicable peo-
ple involved and to protect the victims have been made, but
more, definitely, needs to be done.

By partnering with Senator Phillips-Hill to sponsor a resolu-
tion designating January 2022 as National Human Trafficking
Awareness and Prevention Month in Pennsylvania, we can work
to raise awareness of this horrendous crime and understand the
common signs of trafficking victims. We can work to combat the
stigma that it only happens to people who let it happen to them-
selves. That is not true, and with that work we will more effec-
tively support and protect these vulnerable victims.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman

from York, Senator Phillips-Hill.
Senator PHILLIPS-HILL. Mr. President, I too rise to com-

memorate January 2022 as Human Trafficking Awareness Month
in Pennsylvania. It is hard to conceive of a crime more reprehen-
sible than human trafficking. Victims face the prospect of endur-
ing unspeakable violence, forced addiction, ongoing threats,
isolation, sexual assault, and other atrocities committed by abus-
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ers in order to force compliance. This abuse often takes place
over the course of months, or even years, against victims who
fall prey between the ages of 12 and 14 years of age, on average.
The select few victims who escape this cycle of violence are left
forever scarred by their torture.

Human trafficking continues to be a problem affecting every
corner of this Commonwealth. Act 1 of 2020 was a critical step
forward in ending this horrific practice, but we still have so much
more work to do. According to the National Human Trafficking
Hotline, Pennsylvania ranks ninth in the nation for the most re-
ported cases of human trafficking. The Route 15 corridor that
runs through central Pennsylvania is a particular hotspot for traf-
fickers. We must stand with the victims and send a message that
we want to fight to end this egregious industry in Pennsylvania.
As William Wilberforce, who fought slavery in Europe during
the 19th century, said, "You may choose to look the other way,
but you can never say [again] that you did not know."

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Venango, Senator Hutchinson.
Senator HUTCHINSON. Mr. President, I rise again to talk

about the egregious new tax that the Wolf Administration is pre-
paring to impose on Pennsylvania motorists. I am referring to the
proposed requirement that drivers pay tolls to cross nine inter-
state bridges across this Commonwealth, including the Canoe
Creek bridges on Interstate 80 in my legislative district. I have
noted previously that the process for adding tolls to these inter-
state bridges was mired in a lack of transparency, citizen input,
and legislative oversight. It has been a sloppy, closed process
that also sets the precedent for more tolls elsewhere in the future.

Today, I want to talk about the cost to Pennsylvania drivers
and the impact on our communities. I want to ensure that this
Chamber fully comprehends what the administration is trying to
do. It is trying to claim the power not only to establish tolls, but
also to raise them whenever they want and as high as they want,
and it wants the power to take money from other transportation
projects to cover these toll bridge projects if they run out of
money.

First, I will address the cost. Under the administration's plan,
Pennsylvania motorists who use these bridges could spend more
than $1,000 a year to travel on roads known as freeways just to
go back and forth to work. That is based on a $2 per vehicle,
each way, 5 times a week, 52 weeks a year. However, we do not
know the actual cost. The PennDOT Secretary originally testified
that the tolls will cost approximately $1 to $2 per passenger vehi-
cle, with larger vehicles paying more per axle. Of course, as we
have already seen, there has been a major lack of transparency
with this plan and the specifics seem subject to change on a
whim. As a matter of fact, the Secretary has since then floated
the idea of one-way tolling without clarifying the new toll num-
bers, so we do not really know. So our best guess estimate as-
sumes that you also use E-ZPass. For motorists without E-ZPass,
that cost could be even more, and how much more we, again, do
not know. Once these tolls are in place, PennDOT can raise them
whenever they want, as high as they want, for the 30- to 35-year
duration of the public-private partnership contract. Now, we
know the Pennsylvania Turnpike has tolls, and drivers certainly
know that these tolls have gone up astronomically, but at the
very least, the Turnpike Commission must hold an open, public
meeting to vote on any toll increase. Not so with these bridge

tolls. If it chooses, PennDOT can hike the tolls on its own. The
P3 Board is not required to review any toll increase, and cer-
tainly there is no plan to let the legislature do so. So, that is our
best estimate of the cost of this scheme to our motorists.

What about the impact on our local communities? Well, it
does not take a transportation expert to know what will happen
when motorists are facing a $1,000 annual bill to use their free-
way. It just takes a basic understanding of human nature. Motor-
ists are going to find the nearest alternative to the newly tolled
bridge. The technical term for this is diversion; that means extra
traffic, more wear and tear, and more public safety hazards for
communities with narrow streets or roads that are nearby these
tolled bridges. And in a funny twist, if these communities need
funding to repair the wear and tear caused by these bridge toll
diversions, they might not get it. Chances are that the Motor
License Fund will be used as plan B to cover shortfalls in pro-
jected toll revenue. Let me explain that further. Under the admin-
istration's plan, the P3 contractor is promised the same amount
of revenue every year for 30 to 35 years. If toll revenue comes up
short because of fewer toll-paying motorists, PennDOT will have
to take money from the Motor License Fund--the current fund
financed by gas tax and registration fees--to make up the differ-
ence. Raiding that Motor License Fund will mean fewer trans-
portation projects will be done across the State, and it will be
PennDOT alone, again, that decides which local projects are cut
to make up for any shortfalls in the bridge tolling plan.

Now, to sum it up, Mr. President, motorists who use these
bridges are going to spend up to $1,000 a year and get nothing
new. They will have the same bridge but they will be out $1,000.
Local consumers will pay more for goods and groceries that are
brought in by trucks, and employers who built their business
model on the promise that they could ship materials and parts in
and ship products out on this freeway system will be suddenly
less competitive. The cost to motorists, communities, and em-
ployers is too great. The power claimed by PennDOT to imple-
ment and raise tolls on its own is too great. The risk of letting
PennDOT shut down much-needed transportation projects across
the State to cover shortfalls in this tolling scheme is unaccept-
able. It is time to halt this ill-conceived plan.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. Senator Tartaglione has submitted remarks

for the record. Without objection, the remarks will be spread
upon the record.

(The following prepared remarks were made part of the re-
cord at the request of the gentlewoman from Philadelphia, Sena-
tor TARTAGLIONE:)

Mr. President, I rise because today marks 5,679 days since the
Pennsylvania legislature last passed an increase in the minimum wage.
Mr. President, those 5,679 days mean that for over 15 1/2 years, our
Commonwealth's lowest earners have gone without an increase in their
pay. How can that be? Maybe it is because inflation has not risen, so the
buying power of minimum-wage workers has remained steady. Maybe
it is because employers actually act in the best interest of their employ-
ees, and there is not an employee in Pennsylvania who is paid a
poverty-level wage. But, we all know that is not true. Mr. President, I
think the true reason is that the leaders blocking an increase in the mini-
mum wage in this Commonwealth are so far removed from the every-
day worker who makes poverty-level wages that they truthfully do not
see the devastating impact that making $7.25 an hour can have on the
lives of workers and their families.
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Mr. President, this past year we saw near record-level inflation. The
average cost of items across the board jumped nearly 7 percent in 1
year. That record inflation is disproportionally felt by the lowest earners
of this Commonwealth. Read the letters and testimony submitted to the
Department of Labor and Industry about the minimum wage or talk to
constituents actually making the minimum wage across the Common-
wealth. You will hear heartbreaking decisions between buying food for
children or paying rent, and decisions of paying for childcare or medi-
cine. We are forcing these workers to make decisions that no one in
2022 should have to make. According to a study released last year by
Ipsos, a $15 minimum wage would allow affected workers, who would
see their pay more than doubled, to not just try and survive economi-
cally, but to actually participate in the economy. In a time, Mr. Presi-
dent, when we are fighting for an economic recovery from the global
pandemic, adding much-needed money into the economy would be a
huge boost. Senate Bill No. 12 is in committee waiting for a vote. Let
us bring it to the floor. Let us have a vote. Let us pass meaningful, life-
changing legislation for our Commonwealth and our constituents.

Thank you, Mr. President.

BILLS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate
Bills numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which were
read by the Clerk:

January 25, 2022

Senators SANTARSIERO, KEARNEY, HUGHES,
FONTANA, TARTAGLIONE, COSTA, KANE, MUTH,
CAPPELLETTI, STREET and COMITTA presented to the Chair
SB 1012, entitled:

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No.176),
known as The Fiscal Code, providing for utility company assistance;
and making an appropriation.

Which was committed to the Committee on CONSUMER
PROTECTION AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE, January
25, 2022.

Senators REGAN, GORDNER, J. WARD, MENSCH,
BAKER, PHILLIPS-HILL, HUTCHINSON, BARTOLOTTA,
MASTRIANO, YAW, MARTIN, SCAVELLO and FLYNN
presented to the Chair SB 1037, entitled:

An Act amending Title 44 (Law and Justice) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in other officers and officials, providing for
coroners; and making a related repeal.

Which was committed to the Committee on LAW AND JUS-
TICE, January 25, 2022.

HOUSE MESSAGES

HOUSE BILLS FOR CONCURRENCE

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented to the
Senate the following bills for concurrence, which were referred
to the committees indicated:

January 25, 2022

HB 199, 285, 324 and 333 -- Committee on Finance.
HB 624 -- Committee on Consumer Protection and Profes-

sional Licensure.

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lancaster, Senator Aument.

Senator AUMENT. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
now recess until Wednesday, January 26, 2022, at 11 a.m., East-
ern Standard Time, unless sooner recalled by the President pro
tempore.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The Senate recessed at 6:46 p.m., Eastern Standard Time.


