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WEDNESDAY, January 21, 2015 

The Senate met at 1 p.m., Eastern Standard Time. 

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Mike Stack) in the 
Chair. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Reverend DR. JACK M. HORNER, of Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Camp Hill, offered the following 
prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, You are the hope of the nations, the source of 

the blessings and beauty of our State and its natural resources. 
We thank You for Your mercy and grace given to those who 
have gone before us to build up and nurture this land and its citi-
zens. Your people have entrusted these Senators to carry out 
their responsibilities and to serve their constituents with integrity, 
honor, and humility. We thank You for that trust and ask that we 
may be worthy. Grant them wisdom that the decisions that they 
make may foster a generous spirit of cooperation and community 
building across this Commonwealth. As the Reverend Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., taught, a genuine leader is not a searcher for 
consensus, but a molder of consensus. Bless them in their leader-
ship. Help them be mindful of the marginalized, the poor and the 
powerless, and promote societies of compassion and civic re-
sponsibility. May they be firm in their commitment to promote 
freedom, liberty, and justice, and work with their colleagues, our 
Governor, and other elected officials for the fostering of the 
same. Thank You, Lord, for Your mercy and the strength to ac-
complish Your purposes in promoting the common good for all 
of our people. 

In Your name, we pray. Amen. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Reverend Homer, who 
is the guest today of Senator Vance. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.) 

BILLS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate 
Bills numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which were 
read by the Clerk: 

January 21, 2015 

Senators EICHELBERGER, FOLMER, WAGNER, 
SMUCKER, ALLOWAY, AUMENT and VANCE presented to 
the Chair SB 211, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 24, 1968 (P.L.237, No. 111), re-
ferred to as the Policemen and Firemen Collective Bargaining Act, 
further providing for right to collectively bargain, for duty to exert 
reasonable efforts, for commencement of collective bargaining, for 
board of arbitration, for notice, for powers and procedures, for determi-
nation of board of arbitration, for costs and expenses, for applicability, 
for severability, for repeals and for effective date, and making editorial 
changes. 

Which was committed to the Committee on LOCAL GOV-
ERNMENT, January 21, 2015. 

Senators HUGHES, TEPLITZ, VULAKOVICH and 
SCHWANK presented to the Chair SB 295, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in minors, further providing for misrepresen-
tation of age to secure liquor or malt or brewed beverages, for purchase, 
consumption, possession or transportation of liquor or malt or brewed 
beverages and for carrying a false identification card. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
January 21, 2015. 

Senators HUGHES, FARNESE, FONTANA, 
TARTAGLIONE, EICHELBERGER, VULAKOVICH, 
BREWSTER, COSTA, LEACH, BOSCOLA, BROWNE and 
RAFFERTY presented to the Chair SB 296, entitled: 

An Act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 42 (Judi-
ciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Stat-
utes, in falsification and intimidation, further providing for false alarms 
to agencies of public safety; and, in sentencing, providing for sentenc-
ing for offenses involving false alarms to agencies of public safety. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
January 21, 2015. 

Senators HUGHES, TEPLITZ, FARNESE, KITCHEN, 
FONTANA, BREWSTER, BROWNE, TARTAGLIONE, 
SCHWANK, COSTA and WILLIAMS presented to the Chair 
SB 297, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, in personal income tax, further pro-
viding for special tax provisions for poverty. 

Which was committed to the Committee on FINANCE, Janu-
ary 21, 2015. 
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Senators HUGHES, HAYWOOD, TEPLITZ, FARNESE, 
FONTANA, VULAKOVICH, BREWSTER, COSTA, WIL-
LIAMS and BOSCOLA presented to the Chair SB 298, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in offenses against the family, further provid-
ing for endangering welfare of children. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
January 21, 2015. 

Senators BAKER, WILEY, GREENLEAF, BLAKE, YAW, 
FONTANA, SCHWANK, BREWSTER, BOSCOLA, SMITH, 
YUDICHAK, VOGEL, COSTA, SCARNATI, HUTCHINSON, 
VULAKOVICH, TARTAGLIONE, ALLOWAY, RAFFERTY, 
VANCE, STEFANO, WOZNIAK and WHITE presented to the 
Chair SB 299, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 35 (Health and Safety) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, providing for incentives for municipal volunteers 
of fire companies and nonprofit emergency medical services agencies. 

Which was committed to the Committee on VETERANS 
AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, January 21, 
2015. 

Senators GREENLEAF, SCHWANK and VULAKOVICH 
presented to the Chair SB 301, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 2 (Administrative Law and Procedure) of 
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, consolidating provisions on 
administrative procedure and rulemaking; and making related repeals. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
January 21, 2015. 

GENERAL COMMUNICATIONS 

2014 ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE REPORT ON 
THE KEYSTONE INNOVATION ZONE TAX CREDIT 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com-
munication, which was read by the Clerk as follows: 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Department of Community and Economic Development 

Commonwealth Keystone Building 
400 North St. 4th FL 

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0225 

December 31, 2014 

Megan Totino Consedine 
Secretary of the Senate 
Office of Secretary of Senate 
462 Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Dear Ms. Consedine: 

The Corbett administration is pleased to present the 2014 Annual 
Legislative Report on the Keystone Innovation Zone (KIZ) Tax Credit 
and Tax Credit Sale programs. 

Gov. Corbett's push to assist Pennsylvania's startup companies and 
entrepreneurs resulted in an unprecedented 227 KIZ companies qualify-
ing for the 2014 KIZ Tax Credit. This increase of over 12.4 percent in 
companies approved, coupled with the record-setting growth to more 
than $17.1 million in Tax Credits awarded highlights the continued 
strengthening of the commonwealth's economy. 

The governors emphasis on having entrepreneurs and startup busi-
nesses network with Pennsylvania's world-class educational institutions 
is paying high dividends. The synergy created through this networking 
is creating new technologies and products and hundreds of innovative, 
high-paying jobs for our citizens. 

The PRESIDENT. This report will be filed in the Library. 

ALTERNATIVE FUELS INCENTIVE 
GRANT 2013 ANNUAL REPORT 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com-
munication, which was read by the Clerk as follows: 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Department of Environmental Protection 

Rachel Carson State Office Building 
P. 0. Box 2063 

Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 

January 6, 2015 

Megan Totino Consedine 
Secretary of the Senate 
Senate Post Office Box 203053 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3053 

Dear Ms. Consedine: 

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is pleased to 
present to you the Alternative Fuels Incentive Grant (AFIG) Program 
2013 Annual Report. This report summarizes the accomplishments of 
the program, which seeks to improve the Commonwealth's air quality 
and reduce the consumption of imported oil through the use of home-
grown alternative fuels which help the economy and environment. 

The AFIG Program was established via the Alternative Fuels In-
centive Act of 2004, P.L. 1376, No. 178. Section 4 of this act requires 
the distribution of an annual report to the Environmental Resources and 
Energy Committee of the Senate and to the Environmental Resources 
and Energy Committee of the House of Representatives. 

For the 2013-14 AFIG awards cycle, DEP granted awards totaling 
about $5.1 million to 27 projects. Several notable AFIG projects were 
completed within the program year and are briefly described in the 
report. 

The Alternative Fuel Vehicle (AFV) rebate program supported 
Pennsylvania residents who purchased a new, qualified, AFV which is 
registered in Pennsylvania. These vehicles, powered by compressed 
natural gas, electricity, fuel cells or liquid propane gas were eligible for 
rebates during the entire program year. For the 2013-14 rebate cycle, 
DEP processed 605 rebates for alternative fuel vehicles purchased and 
then registered in Pennsylvania. This represents an increase of 102 
Rebates processed compared to FY 2012-13. 

If you have questions, please contact Tom Santanna, Director of 
Legislative Affairs, by e-mail at tsantanna@pa.gov  or by telephone at 
717.783.8303. 

Sincerely, 

DANA K. AUNKST 
Acting Secretary 

The PRESIDENT. This report will be filed in the Library. 

APPOINTMENT BY THE 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDENT, The Chair wishes to announce the Presi-
dent pro tempore has made the following appointment: 

Mr. Anthony C. Moscato as a member of the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Control Board. 
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BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES 

Senator YAW, from the Committee on Environmental Re-
sources and Energy, reported the following bills: 

SB 147 (Pr. No. 177) (Amended) 

An Act amending the act of July 20, 1979 (P.L.183, No.60), known 
as the Oil and Gas Lease Act, further providing for definitions, for 
payment information to interest owners, for accumulation of proceeds 
from production and for conflicts; and providing for joint ventures and 
for inspection of records. 

SB 148 (Pr. No. 95) 

An Act providing for protection for a lessor of natural gas rights 
who reports a violation or suspected violation of a contractual agree-
ment and for remedies and penalties. 

SB 279 (Pr. No. 138) 

An Act establishing the Pennsylvania Grade Crude Development 
Advisory Council; and providing for duties of the Pennsylvania Grade 
Crude Development Advisory Council and the Department of Environ-
mental Protection and for administrative support. 

Senator RAFFERTY, from the Committee on Transportation, 
reported the following bills: 

SB 79 (Pr. No. 55) 

An Act amending the act of July 2, 2014 (P.L.876, No.98), entitled 
"An act designating a bridge on that portion of State Route 15 over the 
Yellow Breeches Creek, Carroll Township, York County, as the Glenn 
Bowers Memorial Bridge; designating a bridge on that portion of 17th 
Street over the 10th Avenue Expressway, City of Altoona, Blair 
County, as the Blair County Veterans Memorial Bridge; designating a 
bridge on that portion of State Route 764 over 31st Street, City of 
Altoona, Blair County, as the Alvin E. Morrison Memorial Bridge; 
designating West Erie Avenue from its intersection with North Second 
Street in Philadelphia City, Philadelphia County, to the point where it 
meets North Front Street in Philadelphia City, Philadelphia County, as 
Roberto Clemente Way; designating the interchange at the crossing of 
State Route 33 and Main Street (State Route 1022) in Palmer Township, 
Northampton County, as the Charles Chrin Interchange; designating the 
interchange between the portion of State Route 3009 and State Route 
119 in South Union Township, Fayette County, as the Fred L. Lebder 
Interchange; and designating a bridge on that portion of State Route 711 
over the Youghiogheny River in the City of Connellsville, Fayette 
County, as the Officer Robb McCray Memorial Bridge," further provid-
ing for Officer Robb McCray Memorial Bridge. 

SB 286 (Pr. No. 164) 

An Act amending the act of June 12, 1931 (P.L.575, No.200), enti-
tled "An act providing for joint action by Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
in the development of the ports on the lower Delaware River, and the 
improvement of the facilities for transportation across the river; autho-
rizing the Governor, for these purposes, to enter into an agreement with 
New Jersey; creating The Delaware River Joint Commission and speci-
fying the powers and duties thereof, including the power to finance 
projects by the issuance of revenue bonds; transferring to the new com-
mission all the powers of the Delaware River Bridge Joint Commission; 
and making an appropriation," further providing for the Delaware River 
Joint Commission, for composition, for employees, for financing and 
for executive sessions; providing for majority approval and contract 
procedures; further providing for report; providing for conflicts of inter-
est, for master plan and creating the Port Authority Transit Corporation 
Commuter's Council; further providing for definitions; authorizing the 

Governor to apply for approval; prohibiting the entrance into a compact 
until passage of a similar act; and making editorial changes. 

SB 287 (Pr. No. 165) 

An Act amending the act of June 12, 1931 (P.L.575, No.200), enti-
tled "An act providing for joint action by Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
in the development of the ports on the lower Delaware River, and the 
improvement of the facilities for transportation across the river; autho-
rizing the Governor, for these purposes, to enter into an agreement with 
New Jersey; creating The Delaware River Joint Commission and speci-
fying the powers and duties thereof, including the power to finance 
projects by the issuance of revenue bonds; transferring to the new com-
mission all the powers of the Delaware River Bridge Joint Commission; 
and making an appropriation," providing for gubernatorial veto. 

SB 290 (Pr. No. 178) (Amended) 

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, in general provisions, further providing for definitions; 
in licensing of drivers, further providing for chemical testing to deter-
mine amount of alcohol or controlled substance and for occupational 
limited license and providing for ignition interlock limited license; and, 
in driving after imbibing alcohol or utilizing drugs, further providing for 
ignition interlock and for the offense of illegally operating a motor 
vehicle not equipped with ignition interlock. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Centre, Senator Corman. 

Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, I request a legislative leave 
for Senator Argall. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Corman requests a legislative 
leave for Senator Argall. Without objection, the leave will be 
granted. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Senator COSTA asked and obtained a leave of absence for 
Senator LEACH, for today's Session, for personal reasons. 

JOURNAL APPROVED 

The PRESIDENT. The Journal of the Session of January 6, 
2015, is now in print. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the Session of 
January 6, 2015, 

Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, I move that further reading 
of the Journal be dispensed with and that the Journal be ap-
proved. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the motion? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator CORMAN and 
were as follows, viz: 

YEA-48 

Alloway Dinniman Mcllhinney Tomlinson 
Argall Eichelberger Mensch Vance 
Aument Famese Pileggi Vogel 
Baker Folmer Rafferty Vulakovich 
Bartolotta Fontana Scarnati Wagner 
Blake Gordner Scavello Ward 
Boscola Greenleaf Schwank White 



74 	 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE 
	

JANUARY 21, 

Brewster Haywood Smith Wiley 
Brooks Hughes Smucker Williams 
Browne Hutchinson Stefano Wozniak 
Corman Kitchen Tartaglione Yaw 
Costa McGarrigle Teplitz Yudichak 

NAY-0 

A majority of the Senators having voted 'aye, the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

The PRESIDENT. The Journal is approved. 

GUESTS OF SENATOR MICHAEL J. FOLMER 
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Folmer. 

Senator FOLMER. Mr. President, today we have two very 
special guests seated on the Senate floor, Sergeant First Class 
Vinicios Occhiena, and Staff Sergeant Melvyn Mayo. These two 
extraordinary soldiers are assigned to the Pennsylvania National 
Guard Medical Battalion Training Site located in Fort 
Indiantown Gap in the 48th Senatorial District. Sergeant First 
Class Occhiena of Jonestown, Pennsylvania, and Staff Sergeant 
Mayo of Reading, Pennsylvania, placed first in the Army-wide 
2014 Command Sergeant Major Jack L. Clark, Jr., Best Medic 
Competition, held in November at Camp Bullis, Texas. This 
Pennsylvania team beat 32 other teams from installations from 
around the world including Germany and Korea. Soldiers repre-
sented a variety of commands including special forces, infantry, 
and airborne. 

The competition was a two-soldier, 72-hour, highly competi-
tive and grueling challenge that placed medics in a simulated 
operational environment. Some events included in this competi-
tion were physical fitness challenges, an urban assault course, a 
mass casualty lane, an advanced land navigation exercise, an 
obstacle course, and M4 and M9 stress shoot. Both of these sol-
diers exemplify what it means to be members of the National 
Guard and of the United States Army. This is also an outstanding 
example of the quality of the soldiers that we have right here in 
Pennsylvania in our National Guard. I am so honored to have 
these exceptional soldiers as Senate guests today. 

Seated on the Senate floor along with Sergeant First Class 
Occhiena and Staff Sergeant Mayo is Command Sergeant Major 
Michael Gundrum and Lieutenant Colonel Steve Sanson, the 
Commander of the Medical Battalion Training Site that the sol-
diers belong to. Seated in the balcony above us in the Senate 
gallery is Christy Occhiena, wife of Sergeant First Class 
Occhiena; their son, Alex; and daughter, Trinity; as well as 
Wanda Colon, Staff Sergeant Mayo's mother; and his sister, 
Catrina Hogue. Also seated in the gallery is Dusty Durand, direc-
tor of the Pennsylvania Department of Military and Veterans 
Affairs Policy, Planning and Legislative Affairs Office; Master 
Sergeant Jennifer Jordan; and Captain Brian Priest, both with the 
Medical Battalion Training Site unit. 

Many thanks to all of our guests here today with Sergeant 
First Class Occhiena and Staff Sergeant Mayo. You also must be 
so proud of these soldiers, and I am very supportive of what they 
have done and extremely honored that I was able to introduce 
them, and I am looking for the Senate to give them a very warm 
welcome. 

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Folmer please 
rise so that the Senate may give you its usual warm welcome. 

(Applause.) 

GUEST OF SENATOR JAKE CORMAN 
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Centre, Senator Corman. 

Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, anyone who has served 
here in the Senate knows all too well that if it were not for the 
people who work for us in the Senate, we would not get a lot 
accomplished. Particularly, one of the harder positions in the 
Senate is working on the Senate Committee on Appropriations 
staff because of the long hours and so forth with the analyses that 
need to be done on all of the bills. Particularly, come budget 
time, when essentially, in June you live here as opposed to your 
house. I was fortunate enough to serve as the chair of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations for 6 years in the Senate. Today, I want 
to honor one of those individuals who, after 20 years of service 
with the Senate and 35 years of State government, has reached 
a time where she has decided to retire. 

Lori Taylor began her career with the Department of Public 
Welfare and then worked with the Governor's Budget Office 
before coming to the Senate in 1995 as a budget analyst. She is 
a dedicated professional who works hard behind the scenes to 
keep the budget process running smoothly. Lori is responsible 
for labor and industry, and environmental programs, two key 
areas of the budget, and she did an outstanding job as an analyst 
for those areas. We appreciate her attention to detail and her 
willingness to work many long hours and nights to get the job 
done. 

She is not going to be very bored in retirement, if you are 
concerned about that, because outside of her professional duties 
she has quite an exciting life outside of this building. Today, 
quite appropriately, she is an avid skier, and as we see the snow 
flying outside today, I know she already has a trip to Vermont 
planned. As she educated me yesterday, I was, unfortunately, not 
very observant, but she trains and owns Airedale terriers for 
competition and also works in some of the areas dealing with 
saving those beautiful dogs. So she will be quite active once she 
leaves the building. 

Today she is joined by her husband, Ron Swisher, her mother, 
Edna Taylor, and her brother, Gregg Taylor, and they are on the 
floor, as well as the entire Committee on Appropriations staff, 
Greg Jordan, executive director, and all his staff. They all join us 
today in thanking Lori for her tremendous service to the Senate 
and to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and wishing her the 
best in her retirement. Lori, we love you and hopefully we will 
continue to see you. 

(Applause.) 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair congratulates Lori and recog-

nizes her great service and thank you to you and for all of your 
guests being here today. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 

Senators VANCE, BAKER, AUMENT, HUTCHINSON, 
SCHWANK, COSTA, DINNIMAN, HAYWOOD, 
BARTOLOTFA, EICHELBERGER, GORDNER, GREEN- 
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LEAF, VULAKOVICH, YAW, BOSCOLA, BREWSTER, 
FONTANA, HUGHES, SMITH, TARTAGLIONE, TEPLITZ, 
YUDICHAK, BROWNE and RAFFERTY, by unanimous con-
sent, offered Senate Resolution No. 8, entitled: 

A Resolution designating the week of January 25 through 31, 2015, 
as "Nurse Anesthetists Week" in Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Cumberland, Senator Vance. 

Senator VANCE. Mr. President, nurse anesthetists were the 
first professional group to provide anesthesia in the United 
States, and it is the oldest recognized group of advanced practice 
registered nurse specialists. More than two-thirds of all of our 
rural hospitals rely on certified registered nurse anesthetists to 
provide anesthesia care. Fifteen-hundred facilities in Pennsylva-
nia would be unable to maintain trauma stabilization and surgical 
and obstetrical capabilities without the work of certified regis-
tered nurse anesthetists. This would force many rural patients to 
travel many, many miles to obtain service. Last year in the 
United States, 32 million anaesthesias were given by nurse anes-
thetists. Thank you very much, and I ask for immediate adoption. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

Senators SCHWANK, HAYWOOD, TEPLITZ, GREEN-
LEAF, BREWSTER, KITCHEN, BAKER, DINNIMAN, 
BOSCOLA, SCAVELLO, VIJLAKOVICH, TARTAGLIONE, 
FONTANA, ALLO WAY, WHITE, FARNESE, HUGHES, 
COSTA, PILEGGI, YUDICHAK, FOLMER, SMITH, 
AUIvIENT and RAFFERTY, by unanimous consent, offered 
Senate Resolution No. 9, entitled: 

A Resolution recognizing the month of January 2015 as Cervical 
Cancer Awareness Month" in Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Berks, Senator Schwank. 

Senator SCHWANK. Mr. President, I think all of our col-
leagues know we are certainly beginning a new Session, and one 
of the things that we always do, all of us I think, we have some 
particular illness or condition that we feel very close to, that we 
think is very important to our constituents here in the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania. I am going to start the year off with 
asking my Senate colleagues to recognize the month of January 
as "Cervical Cancer Awareness Month." 

Mr. President, cervical cancer is one of the most common 
cancers, of course, for women, and it is also one of the most 
preventable. The American Cancer Society estimates that about 
13,000 new cases will be identified this year in the United States,  

and 4,000 women will die of cervical cancer. It is a serious dis-
ease, but yet, it is one that over the years, through the use of Pap 
smears, annual Pap smears for women of all ages, as well as a 
human papillomavirus vaccination, are some things that we can 
do to help cure and prevent this disease. It is important that we 
make our constituents aware of this, and I thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, for the opportunity to do that. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dorothy 
Jaskulski by Senator Brewster. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Bill Schmader by Senator Hutchinson. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Alberto 
Vittorio Palagruto by Senator Pileggi. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Norma 
Howland by Senator Scarnati. 

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTION 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tion, which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the 
late Harry S. Cunningham by Senator Hutchinson. 

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION 

Senator RAFFERTY. Mr. President, I move that the Senate 
do now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from com-
mittees for the first time at today's Session. 

The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 
The bills were as follows: 

SB 79, SB 147, SB 148, SB 279, SB 286, SB 287 and SB 290. 

And said bills having been considered for the first time, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider-

ation. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY 

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of 
the Senate: 

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22, 2015 

9:30 A.M. 	FINANCE (to consider Senate Bill No. 4) Room 461 
Main Capitol 

10:30 A.M. 	JUDICIARY (to consider Senate Bills No. Room 8E-B 
161,166, 180, 210, 276, 283 and 301) 	East Wing 
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PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Montgomery, Senator Rafferty. 

Senator RAFFERTY. Mr. President, once again, congratula-
tions and well wishes on now presiding over the Senate of Penn-
sylvania. Mr. President, as you well know from our friendship, 
I am an avid reader and I like to read as many newspapers, peri-
odicals, and books as possible. Well, going through the newspa-
pers that I received this week, Mr. President, I could not help but 
notice there was a Stack edition. The public directory of Phila-
delphia was all about Mike Stack. Mr. President, I want to con-
gratulate you on that piece of press coup that you were able to 
get all kinds of good press in this edition. I wish you, once again, 
well as the presiding officer of the Senate of Pennsylvania. I look 
forward to continuing to work with you especially on the number 
of issues that we have worked on over the years. But, Mr. Presi-
dent, I have never seen anybody in this Chamber get this much 
good press. So congratulations. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Senator Rafferty for his 
friendship and being a great press agent, and I am sure that any 
great press will be short-lived. 

Thank you, Senator Rafferty. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Chester, Senator 

Dinniman. 
Senator DINNIMAN. Mr. President, I am going to do a brief 

remonstrance on some work I did over the summer. I think you 
need to be aware of this and I think we need to correct this situa-
tion. Students, as you know, in order to graduate from high 
school in Pennsylvania are supposed to pass three tests, one of 
them in biology. It is great to have standards, it is great to have 
responsibilities for those standards, but when you do not have the 
resources, it becomes criminal to punish those students. So I 
decided to look at Overbrook High School in Philadelphia. The 
reason I chose Overbrook is because a number of teachers in my 
district teach there. The reason I chose Overbrook is because it 
is one of the 90 schools that the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education promised the Federal government would get special 
attention under our exemption from No Child Left Behind. 

I looked at the question of resources, and I am going to tell 
you what happens at Overbrook and what happens at Henderson 
High School in my own district. There is no certified biology 
teacher at Overbrook High School. In fact, those students are not 
even given a biology course; they are given a course that is 
called environmental science, mostly taught by substitutes. My 
friends, the textbooks that are used are from 2004. They do not 
include the Common Core curriculum on which they will be 
tested. There are not enough textbooks. They cannot even take 
those books home with them. If you look for a computer in that 
school, you are lucky to find one or two in the computer room. 
For the last 3 years, because of cuts to the district, because we 
have not provided enough funds, there has not been a lab for 
biology. 

I want you to understand what is going on here. We are going 
to test those students. In fact, we just finished the winter test on 
biology, and if they do not pass we are going to stamp 'failure' 
on those students. We are not giving them a chance at all. They 
do not have the textbooks for the test, they do not have the com-
puters, they do not even have the certified teachers to teach them. 
That is criminal. 

I want to compare it to a school in my district, an average 
high school in Chester County and throughout the suburbs. In my 
school, at Henderson High School, every single youngster gets 
a computer in eighth grade, has it in ninth grade, and can take it 
home. They have the latest textbooks that are available. They are 
all taught by certified teachers and, in fact, each of the three high 
schools in the West Chester School District have just spent 
$100,000 to bring in an expert in biology to work with the teach-
ers to get scores high and to work with any student who fails that 
test. I give this to you as just one example. What is wrong with 
us? Are we going to have a sense of conscience? Are we going 
to have a sense of decency? We have two systems of education 
in this Commonwealth, separate and unequal, and it is about time 
we do something about it. 

I am going to do a remonstrance every day on another issue 
in education, because it cannot go on. Once again, my friends, 
we are requiring tests for graduation and students are not given 
a fair chance, and then we are going to stamp "failure" on the 
students and on the teachers and on the schools. All of you, I 
know, are genuinely concerned about education, as am I. Come 
on, we have to do something about this and unite. I am very 
happy that Senator Smucker is the chair of the Committee on 
Education. I thank Senator Folmer. Together, in a bipartisan way, 
let us solve this problem, let us give every student in Pennsylva-
nia a chance to be educated and a fair chance to do well. Thank 
you so much. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Philadelphia, Senator Kitchen. 

Senator KITCHEN, Mr. President, congratulations once 
again. You look very nice up there and also, your speech was 
well received by a number of people. 

What I have to say, I do support my colleague, and in the 
coming days lain going to join him, but today I want to express 
some concerns about the rollout of Healthy PA. We have an 
organization that we really got from CMS in Washington. These 
folks are really on the ball and they have been coming into of-
fices, helping us look into some of the regulations, and they have 
listed a lot of the problems. Now, I would hate to think that this 
was just thrown together in a political kind of way because of the 
time of year and the timing of the whole thing since we all asked 
for -- not all of us, but a lot of us, an insurance program to cover 
up to 500,000 people who were not covered. But this is really 
getting kind of scary. It is reports like people being assigned to 
the incorrect plan so then they cannot get treatment, such as re-
covery kinds of treatment. There are people who are enrolling 
and then a week, 2 weeks later, they get a letter saying they are 
not enrolled. People are eligible, but they are getting information 
saying they are not eligible. 

What I am saying is a lot of it -- I believe that the Governor 
can at least alter, amend, or change some of it. But I want to call 
it to our attention because we all have constituents who need 
insurance. It is not fair for people to go to work every day, all 
day long, whether it is in the urban areas, whether it is in subur-
ban areas, whether it is areas where people are more involved in 
agriculture, and then when they become sick they cannot even go 
to the doctor. People are losing their homes because they do not 
have adequate insurance. My question is, if we are not going to 
correct this in the manner in which it can at least serve the peo-
ple, then what is it that we are proposing to do? 

I thank you very much, Mr. President. 



2015 	 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE 	 77 


