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SENATE
WEDNESDAY, December 4, 2013

The Senate met at 11 a.m., Eastern Standard Time.

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Jim Cawley) in the
Chair. 

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend CHARLIE WARWICK, of Saint
Stephen's Episcopal Church, Whitehall, offered the following
prayer:

Let us pray.
Dear Heavenly Father, we, the Senate of the Commonwealth

of Pennsylvania, ask that You grant us the wisdom of Solomon
and allow us to be instruments of Your peace. Where there is
hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there
is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is de-
spair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness,
joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to
console, to be understood as to understand, and to be loved as to
love. For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we
are pardoned. All of this we ask in the name of the one Creator,
God. Amen.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Reverend Warwick, who
is the guest today of Senator Boscola.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.)

HOUSE MESSAGE

HOUSE BILLS FOR CONCURRENCE

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented to the
Senate the following bills for concurrence, which were referred
to the committees indicated:

December 4, 2013

HB 1053 and HB 1750 -- Committee on Judiciary.

BILLS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate
Bills numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which were
read by the Clerk:

December 4, 2013

Senators BREWSTER, FONTANA, HUGHES and COSTA
presented to the Chair SB 1201, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in high schools, further
providing for attendance in other districts.

Which was committed to the Committee on EDUCATION,
December 4, 2013.

Senators BREWSTER, FONTANA, VULAKOVICH,
SOLOBAY and WILEY presented to the Chair SB 1202, enti-
tled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in charter schools, further
providing for school staff.

Which was committed to the Committee on EDUCATION,
December 4, 2013.

Senators BREWSTER, WASHINGTON, FONTANA,
GREENLEAF, HUGHES, SMITH, COSTA, YUDICHAK and
KASUNIC presented to the Chair SB 1203, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in early learning programs,
providing for Prepare All Kids program.

Which was committed to the Committee on EDUCATION,
December 4, 2013.

Senators BREWSTER, TEPLITZ, FONTANA and
SOLOBAY presented to the Chair SB 1204, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in charter schools, providing
for moratorium; and further providing for applicability of other provi-
sions of act and regulations.

Which was committed to the Committee on EDUCATION,
December 4, 2013.

Senators FOLMER, BLAKE, DINNIMAN, PILEGGI,
YUDICHAK, VULAKOVICH and BAKER presented to the
Chair SB 1205, entitled:

An Act amending Title 24 (Education) of the Pennsylvania Consol-
idated Statutes, providing for change of designation to university.
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Which was committed to the Committee on EDUCATION,
December 4, 2013.

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator RAFFERTY, from the Committee on Transportation,
reported the following bills:

SB 1147 (Pr. No. 1541)

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, further providing for special motorcycle plates for veter-
ans.

SB 1187 (Pr. No. 1602)

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, in registration of vehicles, providing for special plates
for recipients of Combat Infantry Badge.

HB 892 (Pr. No. 1788)

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, in licensing of drivers, further providing for learners'
permits.

HB 1341 (Pr. No. 2597)

An Act designating Byberry Avenue from Warminster Road to
York Road, Borough of Hatboro, Montgomery County, as the SP4
Robert Preston Ruttle, Jr., Memorial Highway.

HB 1410 (Pr. No. 2514)

An Act designating the interchange of US Route 119 and US Route
22 in Burrell Township, Indiana County, as the Staff Sergeant Glen H.
Stivison, Jr., Memorial Interchange.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request temporary Capitol
leaves for Senator McIlhinney, Senator Yaw, and Senator Hutch-
inson, and a legislative leave for Senator Brubaker.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I request a temporary Capitol
leave for Senator Yudichak, and a legislative leave for Senator
Williams.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests temporary Capitol
leaves for Senator McIlhinney, Senator Yaw, and Senator Hutch-
inson, and a legislative leave for Senator Brubaker.

Senator Costa requests a temporary Capitol leave for Senator
Yudichak, and a legislative leave for Senator Williams.

Without objection, the leaves will be granted.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

Senator PILEGGI asked and obtained a leave of absence for
Senator CORMAN, for today's Session, for personal reasons.

Senator COSTA asked and obtained a leave of absence for
Senator WASHINGTON, for today's Session, for personal rea-
sons.

JOURNAL APPROVED

The PRESIDENT. The Journal of the Session of October 22,
2013, is now in print.

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the Session of
October 22, 2013.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that further reading
of the Journal be dispensed with and that the Journal be ap-
proved.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-48

Alloway Farnese Mensch Tomlinson
Argall Ferlo Pileggi Vance
Baker Folmer Rafferty Vogel
Blake Fontana Robbins Vulakovich
Boscola Gordner Scarnati Ward
Brewster Greenleaf Schwank Waugh
Browne Hughes Smith White
Brubaker Hutchinson Smucker Wiley
Costa Kasunic Solobay Williams
Dinniman Kitchen Stack Wozniak
Eichelberger Leach Tartaglione Yaw
Erickson McIlhinney Teplitz Yudichak

NAY-0

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye,” the question
was determined in the affirmative.

The PRESIDENT. The Journal is approved.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES CANCELLED

The PRESIDENT. Senator McIlhinney, Senator Yaw, and
Senator Hutchinson have returned, and their temporary Capitol
leaves are cancelled.

GUESTS OF SENATOR ELISABETH J. BAKER
AND SENATOR JOHN T. YUDICHAK

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Luzerne, Senator Baker.

Senator BAKER. Mr. President, along with Senator
Yudichak, I am pleased to rise and introduce guests who are
visiting today from the Borton-Lawson Engineering firm in
Wilkes-Barre. Borton-Lawson is an architectural and engineering
design firm with more than 175 employees. The group is part of
a new leadership development training program. They are here
to learn more about State government and how they can interact
with us as we advance programs and initiatives here in Harris-
burg. Senator Yudichak and I look forward to meeting with the
group, and I ask my colleagues to offer our usual warm Senate
welcome.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Baker and
Senator Yudichak please rise so that the Senate may give you its
usual warm welcome.

(Applause.)

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED

The PRESIDENT. Senator Yudichak has returned, and his
temporary Capitol leave is cancelled.

GUESTS OF SENATOR LISA M. BOSCOLA
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Northampton, Senator Boscola.

Senator BOSCOLA. Mr. President, it is my honor to welcome
Father Charles C. Warwick to our Chamber today. Father
Warwick is the current Vicar of Saint Stephen's in Whitehall,
Pennsylvania. Father Warwick is originally from Swoyersville,
Pennsylvania, and is a graduate of King's College in
Wilkes-Barre, the Pennsylvania State Police Academy, and the
Baltimore City Police Academy, as well. He served as a police
officer for a number of years and his specialty was with a K-9
unit. He has a lifetime appointment as a K-9 judge for the Penn-
sylvania Police K-9 Association, and he has trained numerous
K-9 teams along the east coast. In addition, Father Warwick is
also a 32nd degree Mason, a Knights Templar, assistant fire
chief, and serves as chaplain to several area fire departments. He
was ordained into the priesthood this past spring. He gave the
opening prayer in the House of Representatives, and he was so
impressed with the House, he said the Senate must be a lot better,
so he wanted to come over to the Senate and also give a prayer.
I would like you to welcome him and his wife, Patty. Patty, you
should stand up as well. Please give them our usual warm wel-
come.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Boscola
please rise so that the Senate may give you its usual warm wel-
come.

(Applause.)

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request a recess of the
Senate for purposes of a meeting of the Committee on Game and
Fisheries to be held in the Rules room immediately, to be fol-
lowed by a Republican caucus to be held in the Majority Caucus
Room.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, at the conclusion of the meet-
ing scheduled in the Rules room, Senate Democrats will meet in
the rear of the Chamber for a caucus as well.

The PRESIDENT. For purposes of a meeting of the Commit-
tee on Game and Fisheries, to be followed by Republican and
Democratic caucuses, without objection, the Senate stands in
recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.

CALENDAR

BILLS ON CONCURRENCE
IN HOUSE AMENDMENTS

SENATE CONCURS IN HOUSE AMENDMENTS

SB 607 (Pr. No. 1605) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act providing standards for carbon monoxide alarms; and im-
posing penalties.

On the question,
Will the Senate concur in the amendments made by the House

to Senate Bill No. 607?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
concur in the amendments made by the House to Senate Bill No.
607.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-47

Alloway Farnese Pileggi Vance
Argall Ferlo Rafferty Vogel
Baker Folmer Robbins Vulakovich
Blake Fontana Scarnati Ward
Boscola Gordner Schwank Waugh
Brewster Greenleaf Smith White
Browne Hughes Smucker Wiley
Brubaker Kasunic Solobay Williams
Costa Kitchen Stack Wozniak
Dinniman Leach Tartaglione Yaw
Eichelberger McIlhinney Teplitz Yudichak
Erickson Mensch Tomlinson

NAY-1

Hutchinson

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye,” the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate inform the House of
Representatives accordingly.

SENATE CONCURS IN HOUSE AMENDMENTS

SB 1042 (Pr. No. 1578) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:
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An Act amending the act of September 26, 1951 (P.L.1539,
No.389), known as The Clinical Laboratory Act, further providing for
definitions, for inspection, for unlawful conduct and for penalty.

On the question,
Will the Senate concur in the amendments made by the House

to Senate Bill No. 1042?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
concur in the amendments made by the House to Senate Bill No.
1042.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-48

Alloway Farnese Mensch Tomlinson
Argall Ferlo Pileggi Vance
Baker Folmer Rafferty Vogel
Blake Fontana Robbins Vulakovich
Boscola Gordner Scarnati Ward
Brewster Greenleaf Schwank Waugh
Browne Hughes Smith White
Brubaker Hutchinson Smucker Wiley
Costa Kasunic Solobay Williams
Dinniman Kitchen Stack Wozniak
Eichelberger Leach Tartaglione Yaw
Erickson McIlhinney Teplitz Yudichak

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye,” the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate inform the House of
Representatives accordingly.

SENATE CONCURS IN HOUSE AMENDMENTS

SB 1131 (Pr. No. 1577) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 3 (Agriculture) of the Pennsylvania Consol-
idated Statutes, in weights and measures, further providing for potatoes.

On the question,
Will the Senate concur in the amendments made by the House

to Senate Bill No. 1131?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
concur in the amendments made by the House to Senate Bill No.
1131.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-48

Alloway Farnese Mensch Tomlinson
Argall Ferlo Pileggi Vance
Baker Folmer Rafferty Vogel
Blake Fontana Robbins Vulakovich
Boscola Gordner Scarnati Ward
Brewster Greenleaf Schwank Waugh
Browne Hughes Smith White
Brubaker Hutchinson Smucker Wiley
Costa Kasunic Solobay Williams
Dinniman Kitchen Stack Wozniak
Eichelberger Leach Tartaglione Yaw
Erickson McIlhinney Teplitz Yudichak

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye,” the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate inform the House of
Representatives accordingly.

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILL REREFERRED

SB 75 (Pr. No. 1626) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 42 (Judi-
ciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Stat-
utes, extensively revising the law on human trafficking in the areas of
prosecution, prevention, victim protection, evidentiary confidentiality,
limitation of actions and victim impact statements; and making editorial
changes.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

HB 89, HB 321, HB 431, HB 546, SB 703 and SB 704 --
Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the
request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 990 (Pr. No. 1215) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of February 14, 1986 (P.L.2, No.2),
known as the Acupuncture Licensure Act, further providing for medical
diagnosis; and providing for liability insurance.

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?



2013 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL — SENATE 1229

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-48

Alloway Farnese Mensch Tomlinson
Argall Ferlo Pileggi Vance
Baker Folmer Rafferty Vogel
Blake Fontana Robbins Vulakovich
Boscola Gordner Scarnati Ward
Brewster Greenleaf Schwank Waugh
Browne Hughes Smith White
Brubaker Hutchinson Smucker Wiley
Costa Kasunic Solobay Williams
Dinniman Kitchen Stack Wozniak
Eichelberger Leach Tartaglione Yaw
Erickson McIlhinney Teplitz Yudichak

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye,” the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

SB 1040 (Pr. No. 1277) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, in financial responsibility, further providing for manner
of providing proof of financial responsibility, for required financial
responsibility and for availability of uninsured, underinsured, bodily
injury liability and property damage coverages and mandatory deduct-
ibles.

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-48

Alloway Farnese Mensch Tomlinson
Argall Ferlo Pileggi Vance
Baker Folmer Rafferty Vogel
Blake Fontana Robbins Vulakovich
Boscola Gordner Scarnati Ward
Brewster Greenleaf Schwank Waugh
Browne Hughes Smith White
Brubaker Hutchinson Smucker Wiley
Costa Kasunic Solobay Williams
Dinniman Kitchen Stack Wozniak
Eichelberger Leach Tartaglione Yaw
Erickson McIlhinney Teplitz Yudichak

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye,” the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

SB 1168 (Pr. No. 1546) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in wiretapping and electronic surveillance,
further providing for exceptions to prohibition of interception and dis-
closure of communications.

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-46

Alloway Farnese Pileggi Vogel
Argall Folmer Rafferty Vulakovich
Baker Fontana Robbins Ward
Blake Gordner Scarnati Waugh
Boscola Greenleaf Smith White
Brewster Hughes Smucker Wiley
Browne Hutchinson Solobay Williams
Brubaker Kasunic Stack Wozniak
Costa Kitchen Tartaglione Yaw
Dinniman Leach Teplitz Yudichak
Eichelberger McIlhinney Tomlinson
Erickson Mensch Vance

NAY-2

Ferlo Schwank

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye,” the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 1181 and HB 1201 -- Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

HB 1439 (Pr. No. 2682) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Penn-
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for definitions and for
subjects of local taxation.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?
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The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-48

Alloway Farnese Mensch Tomlinson
Argall Ferlo Pileggi Vance
Baker Folmer Rafferty Vogel
Blake Fontana Robbins Vulakovich
Boscola Gordner Scarnati Ward
Brewster Greenleaf Schwank Waugh
Browne Hughes Smith White
Brubaker Hutchinson Smucker Wiley
Costa Kasunic Solobay Williams
Dinniman Kitchen Stack Wozniak
Eichelberger Leach Tartaglione Yaw
Erickson McIlhinney Teplitz Yudichak

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye,” the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILL REREFERRED

SB 411 (Pr. No. 1596) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 27 (Environmental Resources) of the Penn-
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, in good Samaritan, further providing for
findings, for definitions, for eligibility and project inventory, for land-
owner liability limitation and exceptions, for project liability limitation
and exceptions, for exceptions and for water supply replacement; and
making editorial changes.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
AND REREFERRED

HB 414 (Pr. No. 2721) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Titles 23 (Domestic Relations) and 42 (Judiciary
and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in
child custody, further providing for factors to consider when awarding
custody; providing for consideration of child abuse and involvement
with child protective services; in child protective services, further pro-
viding for release of information in confidential reports and for county
agency requirements for general protective services; and in juvenile
matters, further providing for inspection of court files and records and
for law enforcement records.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

HB 433 (Pr. No. 2722) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in child protective services, further providing
for disposition of founded and indicated reports, for amendment or
expunction of information, for investigation of reports; and for evidence
in court proceedings.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

HB 436 (Pr. No. 2723) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in child protective services, further providing
for penalties for failure to report or to refer.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 453, SB 491 and SB 707 -- Without objection, the bills
were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
AND REREFERRED

HB 726 (Pr. No. 2724) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in child protective services, further providing
for definitions; and providing for exclusions from child abuse.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

BILL REREFERRED

SB 807 (Pr. No. 1594) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:
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An Act amending the act of July 9, 1987 (P.L.220, No.39), known
as the Social Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists and Professional
Counselors Act, further providing for definitions, for the licensing
agency and its functions, for powers and functions of board, for qualifi-
cations for license, for procedures for licensing, for reciprocity and for
reinstatement of license; providing for nomenclature; and further pro-
viding for penalties, for license renewal and records and fees and for
unlawful practice.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 814 (Pr. No. 1625) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of December 22, 1983 (P.L.306, No.84),
known as the Board of Vehicles Act, defining "out-of-State recreational
vehicle dealer"; further defining "recreational vehicle show"; and further
providing for grounds for disciplinary proceedings and for requirements
for out-of-State recreational vehicle dealers for recreational vehicle
shows, recreational vehicle off-premise sales, recreational exhibitions
and recreational vehicle rallies.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

SB 885 (Pr. No. 984) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act designating and adopting the River City Brass Band as the
official brass band of Pennsylvania.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 901, SB 903 and SB 904 -- Without objection, the bills
were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
PILEGGI.

BILL REREFERRED

HB 920 (Pr. No. 1059) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of June 30, 1981 (P.L.128, No.43), known
as the Agricultural Area Security Law, further providing for definitions
and for the purchase of agricultural conservation easements.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
AND REREFERRED

SB 1009 (Pr. No. 1273) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of August 26, 1971 (P.L.351, No.91),
known as the State Lottery Law, in Pharmaceutical Assistance for the
Elderly, further defining "income"; and further providing for determina-
tion of eligibility.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

BILL REREFERRED

SB 1037 (Pr. No. 1581) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of January 8, 1960 (1959 P.L.2119,
No.787), known as the Air Pollution Control Act, further providing for
Environmental Quality Board.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 1055, HB 1056, SB 1085 and SB 1096 -- Without objec-
tion, the bills were passed over in their order at the request of
Senator PILEGGI.

BILL REREFERRED

SB 1113 (Pr. No. 1502) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in preliminary provisions,
further providing for Keystone Exams; and, in State Board of Educa-
tion, further providing for powers and duties of the board.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 1118 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 1164 (Pr. No. 1544) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64),
known as The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act,
providing for drug overdose response immunity.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
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BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 1191 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
AND REREFERRED

SB 1195 (Pr. No. 1613) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of June 2, 1915 (P.L.736, No.338), known
as the Workers' Compensation Act, in liability and compensation, fur-
ther providing for injuries outside this Commonwealth; in the Unin-
sured Employers Guaranty Fund, further providing for definitions, for
fund, for claims, for claim petition, for administration and for assess-
ments and transfers; and providing for insolvency, for uninsured em-
ployer obligations and for administrative penalties and stop-work or-
ders.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 1197 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

HB 1247 (Pr. No. 1589) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act authorizing the release of Project 70 restrictions on certain
Project 70 land situate in Piney Creek Springs, Woodbury Township,
Blair County, owned by the Commonwealth in return for the imposition
of Project 70 restrictions on certain land situate in Woodbury Township,
Blair County, being conveyed to the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Com-
mission.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILLS REREFERRED

HB 1285 (Pr. No. 2429) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.177, No.175),
known as The Administrative Code of 1929, providing for the State
Geospatial Coordinating Board.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

HB 1424 (Pr. No. 1940) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in terms and courses of
study, providing for Holocaust, genocide and human rights violations
instruction.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

HB 1504 (Pr. No. 2068) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Titles 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) and
53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Stat-
utes, in selection and retention of judicial officers, further providing for
content of course of instruction and examination; and, in municipal
police education and training, further providing for powers and duties
of Municipal Police Officers' Education and Training Commission.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
AND REREFERRED

HB 1513 (Pr. No. 2492) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of December 31, 1965 (P.L.1257,
No.511), known as The Local Tax Enabling Act, further providing for
delegation of taxing powers and restrictions thereon.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

HB 1523 (Pr. No. 2030) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of January 19, 1967 (1968 P.L.992,
No.442), entitled, as amended, "An act authorizing the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania and the local government units thereof to preserve,
acquire or hold land for open space uses," further providing for local
taxing options.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

HB 1644 (Pr. No. 2267) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Penn-
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, in municipal authorities, further provid-
ing for purposes and powers.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
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Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-
ation.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

BILL REREFERRED

HB 1706 (Pr. No. 2513) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 35 (Health and Safety) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in emergency services, changing implementing
authority from the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency to the
Office of the State Fire Commissioner; further providing for assistance
to volunteer fire companies, ambulance service and rescue squads and
for powers and duties; and making editorial changes.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 273, ADOPTED

Senator PILEGGI, without objection, called up from page 10
of the Calendar, Senate Resolution No. 273, entitled:

A Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Com-
mittee to study the current condition and future viability of gaming in
this Commonwealth.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator.

Senator FERLO. Mr. President, I rise to be supportive of and
appreciate the resolution that is being offered by Senator Scarnati
and some of my other colleagues. I think it is an important piece
of legislation that would direct the Legislative Budget and Fi-
nance Committee to study the current condition and future viabil-
ity of gaming in our Commonwealth. I will not ask for an interro-
gation. I will presume that this legislation, while there are spe-
cific paragraphs that talk about the scope of services that the
Legislative Budget and Finance Committee should review, I
think it is the intent, unless I am mistaken, to allow them broad
latitude to look at all of the related issues involving the gaming
industry in our State and specifically the notion of yet more ex-
pansive gaming. I rise to just put on the record a number of con-
cerns.

First of all, I think, clearly, the committee that has this charge
has credibility and is bipartisan. I think they have an excellent,
professional staff at their disposal and they have the ability to
consult with others outside of the Capitol, should they need or
ascertain additional factual and material evidence to produce an
appropriate report. I do have a concern that there is not, written
in the bill, specific language allowing the committee or suggest-
ing to the committee to also review the social impact costs asso-
ciated with existing and expanded gaming in our Commonwealth.
It is a little bit too much focused just on the financial viability of
various forms of gaming. The current casino industry, as we

know--we have legislative action already in place which would
allow up to 15 casino or casino-like operations, I think 12 are
operational already. That is a significant increase and just this
past year, just a few months ago, we greatly expanded gaming
under the so-called small games of chance, which to me is really
a misnomer. Small games of chance implies little bingos and
little raffles, but the way those bills were structured, both at the
tavern level as well as the social and fraternal clubs, we are really
talking about a multimillion dollar gaming activity that is going
to go on at thousands of locations throughout all of our 67 coun-
ties, with a significant amount of money being returned to the
general budget.

So, I guess what I am trying to imply is that we have a signifi-
cant expansion of gaming, but I do not know that we have ever
taken a step back and reflected a little bit on what the social im-
pact and costs have been to individuals, families, as well as our
whole communities. I think this resolution is well-intended, but
I think when we look at the other activities, the existing Lottery
Commission activity over the last several years, especially begin-
ning with the Rendell administration, which improved or ex-
panded the availability of Lottery machines, I think we have seen
an increase of that activity and the small games of chance.

Now this resolution comes up at a time when there is a hotly
debated discussion about the so-called privatization of the Lot-
tery Commission or some type of a professional management
contract. There are a myriad of interlocking details and relation-
ships that are being discussed, and now, the issue of whether or
not we should privatize the Lottery or even enter into a manage-
ment agreement is now being commingled into some form of
property tax relief for elderly property owners. I am a supporter
of House Bill No. 76, but I will point out, and I think it is rele-
vant to this resolution, that over the last decade or so this legisla-
ture has voted at least twice to empower local counties to look at,
through referendum, changing the mix of taxation on property
either going to income sales--we have already empowered local
counties to do that. They have not acted. I did not think they ever
were going to act, obviously, and I think it really needs a com-
prehensive approach statewide to deal realistically with meaning-
ful property tax reform for seniors and older property owners
regardless of their income or their own personal situation. I
would have preferred that the State take on the job statewide of
doing the reassessments, which is a fundamental part of the prob-
lem with property tax, many of the counties refusing to politically
accept their legal obligation to do property assessments properly.
That has hurt school district budgets as well as municipal bud-
gets. I could go on and on.

I just want to be concerned that this resolution is broadly con-
strued so that the committee has the charge to look at social costs
to begin to analyze what the impact is financially of the expanded
gaming we have already approved, both under the Lottery and
under the so-called small games of chance at taverns and frater-
nal clubs, and now even the possibility and the advent very
clearly--I know there are discussions being held in places higher
than my pay scale, and those discussions involve allowing
Internet gaming, a further expansion of gaming within the Com-
monwealth. That is a grave concern I have as well, even down to
Internet Lottery purchasing, which will at some point come at the
expense of many retail outlets that get a benefit, from a small
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business point of view, of being host to a Lottery machine or
ticket sales.

So, again, I just want the comprehensive approach broadly
defined, the task being given to the Legislative Budget and Fi-
nance Committee, and I would hope that they are open to formal
suggestions from individual Members. I know we Democrats
have a number of concerns, especially now that this issue has
become commingled in the issue of property tax for older resi-
dents. I heard one proposal today, which I think is totally nonsen-
sical and I will not go into, so again, I will just close with that.
But I do have a grave concern that we are not really taking a step
back and looking at the social costs associated with so much
expanded gaming in every single community, not to mention the
fact that we have a de facto legalization of video poker machines.
On one hand, we are spending money out of the Gaming Fund to
investigate and prosecute tavern owners or clubs that have the
video poker machines; at the same time, every host community--
I represent a three-county area, including many small
communities--that has budgeted, they budget the permit fee for
the electronic device, the so-called video poker machine. So, it
is a very complicated issue. We already kind of de facto accepted
video poker machines in the taverns at the same time we are
spending money prosecuting tavern owners for what we know to
be a daily reality at these locations. It just does not seem fair. It
seems nonsensical. Again, I will close, I hope that the committee
will look broadly at all of the issues that are being discussed here
today by myself and I know are on the minds of other colleagues
as well.

Thank you.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-47

Alloway Farnese Pileggi Vance
Argall Ferlo Rafferty Vogel
Baker Folmer Robbins Vulakovich
Blake Fontana Scarnati Ward
Boscola Gordner Schwank Waugh
Brewster Greenleaf Smith White
Browne Hughes Smucker Wiley
Brubaker Kasunic Solobay Williams
Costa Kitchen Stack Wozniak
Dinniman Leach Tartaglione Yaw
Eichelberger McIlhinney Teplitz Yudichak
Erickson Mensch Tomlinson

NAY-1

Hutchinson

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye,” the question
was determined in the affirmative.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator ALLOWAY, from the Committee on Game and Fish-
eries, reported the following bills:

SB 1190 (Pr. No. 1627) (Amended)

An Act amending Title 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, reenacting and further providing for elk hunting licenses.

HB 1584 (Pr. No. 2166)

An Act amending Titles 30 (Fish) and 34 (Game) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, further providing for powers and duties of
waterways conservation officers and deputies and for powers and duties
of enforcement officers.

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Alexander
Koinski and to Schuylkill County Visitors Bureau by Senator
Argall.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Daniel N.
Frascella, Sr., and to Patrick J. Solano by Senators Baker and
Yudichak.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Marilyn
Baldwin by Senator Brewster.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Allen B. Rob-
inson II, Christian Hackenberg and to McClure's Evergreens by
Senator Corman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mark
McKillop by Senator Costa.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Kim Denise
Morton, Richard B. Weaver, Jr., Elizabeth Caroline Miller
Thompson, Robert Scott Jones, Schuylkill Valley Model Rail-
road Club and to Seora's Authentic Mexican Cuisine by Senator
Dinniman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Theresa
Sargent by Senators Dinniman and Pileggi.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Josh Lucas by
Senator Erickson.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Brad Christy,
Frank Straup and to Laurence Nodiff by Senator Farnese.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Doris Carson
Williams by Sentator Fontana.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Strouse, Sr., Luke M. Beaver and to Helen Clark by
Senator Gordner.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Cadet Second
Lieutenant Malachi A. Kahle by Senator Hutchinson.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Nicholas
Robert Greene by Senator Leach.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to John Stookey
and to Karen M. Phillips by Senator Pileggi.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Ford and to Roy W. E. Whaley by Senator Robbins.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to William
Whalen by Senator Scarnati.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Sroka, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Vanderhoof, Thomas Headlee,
John P. Allison, Richard Ketchem and to Dan Strimel by Senator
Solobay.
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Edward
Davies by Senator Tartaglione.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
George W. Smith, Jr., Sherrod Baltimore and to the Lower Dau-
phin High School Field Hockey Team by Senator Teplitz.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Thomas M.
Vasek by Senator Tomlinson.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Richard C. Karslake, Kenneth Tuckey, David Joseph Dietz,
Zachary Robert Raves, Richard Ira Monahan and to Matthew
Lake Brenneman by Senator Vance.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dr. and Mrs.
Gordon Gress, Mr. and Mrs. Sam DiFrancesco, Mr. and Mrs.
Ronald Lorence, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Appleyard and to Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Walker by Senator Wozniak.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
William K. Poust and to Marion Ballard by Senator Yaw.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Honor-
able Paul Hindmarsh, Eve Ann Sabol, the citizens of the City of
Hazleton and to Hazleton City Council by Senator Yudichak.

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Michael R. Henry and to the family of the late Raymond W.
Chimock by Senator Baker.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Nancy B. Schmitt by Senator Dinniman.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Dr. Jacob J. Guth, Jr., by Senator McIlhinney.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Honorable Calvin E. Smith by Senator Schwank.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Arthur Bruno, Jr., and to the family of the late Edward
Conrad Almasy by Senator Solobay.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Menthele Good Washington by Senator Williams.

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION

Senator VANCE. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from commit-
tees for the first time at today's Session.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The bills were as follows:

SB 1147, SB 1187, SB 1190, HB 892, HB 1341, HB 1410
and HB 1584.

And said bills having been considered for the first time,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider-

ation.

SB 902 TAKEN FROM THE TABLE

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that Senate Bill No.
902, Printer's No. 1294, be taken from the table and placed on
the Calendar.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY

The following announcements were read by the Assistant
Secretary of the Senate:

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2013

Off the Floor APPROPRIATIONS (to consider Rules Cmte.
Senate Bills No. 75, 622, 1009 and Conf. Rm.
1195; and House Bills No. 414, 726
1274, 1424, 1523, 1644 and 1706)

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2013

10:00 A.M. LOCAL GOVERNMENT (to consider Room 461
Senate Bills No. 1185 and 1189; and Main Capitol
House Bills No. 1529 and 1617)

10:30 A.M. PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE Room 461
(to consider Senate Resolution No. Main Capitol
61; Senate Bill No. 384; and House
Bills No. 993 and 1656)

11:00 A.M. VETERANS AFFAIRS AND Room 8E-B
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS East Wing
(to consider Senate Bill No. 1146;
and House Bill No. 807)

12:00 P.M. JUDICIARY (to hold confirmation Room 8E-B
hearings on The Honorable Patricia East Wing
H. Jenkins, Judge, Superior Court,
Jennifer R. Storm, Victim Advocate
and John P. Williams Jr., M.D., MBA,
Board of Pardons)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2013

 9:45 A.M. EDUCATION (to consider Senate Room 8E-B
Bills No. 873, 1000 and 1205; and East Wing
House Bill No. 1559)

10:00 A.M. FINANCE (to consider Senate Room 8E-A
Bill No. 968) East Wing

10:30 A.M. SPECIAL EDUCATION FUNDING Hrg. Rm. 1
FORMULA COMMISSION (public North Off.
hearing to consider final
recommendations and release final
report)

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Luzerne, Senator Baker.

Senator BAKER. Mr. President, we are fortunate to have
many distinguished and honorable guests who join us in this
Chamber with all of their talents, accomplishments, and contribu-
tions. The last Session week in November, I had made arrange-
ments to introduce an extraordinary individual named Michael
"Mickey" R. Henry. I was not able to introduce him. Mick, you
see, was in a wheelchair because of a tough battle with deadly
brain cancer, and in his weakened state, he suffered an accident
earlier in the day when he was to travel here to the Capitol that 
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prevented him from making the trip. A very sad circumstance,
but when you know his story, you will find great admiration and
inspiration.

Years ago, Mick was a top-notch narcotics detective in New
York City, bringing down drug dealers large and small. Then
came the terror attacks of 9/11. Mick spent 28 days digging
through the toxic rubble at Ground Zero, hoping to uncover sur-
vivors, but finding mostly remains and remnants. He was not
required to do so. He was one of those countless heroes who
made the search an intensely personal mission. He later moved
to Paupack Township in Wayne County, where he became in-
volved in our community in many ways and continued his disas-
ter response work, helping the victims of Hurricane Sandy. He
also helped to design a 9/11 memorial in his gated community of
Wallenpaupack Lake Estates, where he resided. Cancer struck
him once more, a more serious diagnosis. It is hard, in many
cases, to trace the cause of cancer, but in this one, those 28 days
at Ground Zero would be a reasonable conclusion.

Mick, as you would likely judge, was not a white flag kind of
a guy. He began working his way through a very ambitious
bucket list, much of it for the benefit of his young son, with the
same intensity and determination he has shown throughout his
life. He was a big New York Yankees fan, so a trip to Yankee
Stadium and meeting Robinson Cano and Reggie Jackson were
the highlights. It is hard for us to imagine that the Senate Cham-
ber was on his list with Yankee Stadium. The truth is, it is we
who would have been honored by his presence here.

By the grace of God and through his indomitable spirit, Mick
fought the enemy of cancer longer than most thought possible,
yet even the strongest of body and spirit cannot hold out forever.
So, Mick passed away at 9:11 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day, a time
when we are giving thanks for our abundant blessings. Mick's life
is a reminder to include those blessings of the exceptional service
provided by those who protect us and respond to help when
emergencies strike. His passing reminds us of the sacrifices made
and the cost of those dedicated individuals. So, on that day in
mid-November, I would have asked all of you for a rousing ap-
plause and an affirmation of his incredible spirit and courage,
and today, on this December day, I ask for a moment of silence
to honor the memory and inspirational life of Mick Henry, and
that our deep condolences are sent to his wife, Donna, and to his
son, Michael.

Thank you, Mr. President.
(Whereupon, the Senate en bloc stood in a moment of silence

in solemn respect to the memory of MICHAEL "MICKEY" R.
HENRY.)

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Stack.

Senator STACK. Mr. President, I rise to, once again, com-
mend this Chamber and our colleagues over in the House for
passing the very important infrastructure and transportation legis-
lation. I really believe it is going to be a very positive step toward
a great future in Pennsylvania if we can really create the 50,000
to 60,000 jobs. I believe that will bring on other economic devel-
opment and we can get on that road to Pennsylvania being a
leader in job creation and economic development, as opposed to
being near the bottom in a lot of categories.

On that topic, I never want to let go of the central issue that I
think is so important in Pennsylvania, and that is the issue of
education and public education. I think any recovery we make in
this State is going to have to begin and end with how well we are
getting our young people educated. Any discussion we have on
any issues that we are doing in Pennsylvania, if we cannot equip
our young people to succeed on an educational level, they will
never be able to compete internationally, or even nationally. So,
we have to continue on that path with education funding and
making sure that our kids are not grouped in the categories that
other States are grouped in, such as Alabama, which has had a
problem with educational funding and educational quality. Too
often, I have heard Pennsylvania grouped in with States like Ala-
bama or Arkansas, with all due respect to them, we have always
sort of had a different standard for how well we achieve educa-
tion.

And on that issue, one of the key problems now that I diag-
nose, and it is not on everybody's radar because we have been
working on a number of different issues, are the Keystone Ex-
ams. What these Keystone Exams are, they are a new set of ex-
ams that we are now mandating that all of our potential high
school graduates have to take and have to pass successfully in
order to move on. We have had very real, I would say minimal
debate, on the issue in public. In fact, it has been an insiders'
game, where the folks who are with the Department of Education
and other groups have had a split. In fact, this split peaked re-
cently when IRRC had a 3 to 2 vote to approve the Keystone
testing system, and that was on November 21 of this year.

Last week, Senator Dinniman and I hosted a town hall meet-
ing at the Independence Hall Visitors Center in Philadelphia. It
was my first time actually being involved with the hearing with
Senator Dinniman, who is also a college professor, and so a hear-
ing with Senator Dinniman is not always designed to let people
just tell their version. He questions them, and he creates an intel-
lectual exercise, and I urge anyone who has not had the chance
to spend some time with Senator Dinniman on public education
issues, try to get a chance to do that. We had a very good hear-
ing, and we heard from a lot of folks who may not have been
included in this debate, and I will submit many of them are from
the Philadelphia area, where we have had a lot of, well, I would
like to say unique challenges, but they are not unique challenges.
They seem to have proliferated throughout the State, and what
you have is inconsistency in educational delivery and results.

So, what the group told us, the folks who testified before our
committee told us, is mostly the biggest problem with the Key-
stone Exams are that they cost $300 million, and yet, it is still not
clear how we are going to be able to pay for $300 million in ad-
ditional education dollars that could be going to creating smaller
classrooms, having tutors in class, let alone having computers
and other high technology. Instead, we are going to take this
$300 million, that is the proposition, and spend it on a whole new
group of tests, and then the tests, in addition to being $300 mil-
lion--which by the way, from a fiscal standpoint, we still have a
public education shortfall in Philadelphia of right around $300
million. Those dollars alone could balance the books in Philadel-
phia. Instead, we are going to take time away from teaching and 
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classroom time and put kids through a whole new group of tests 
and create that obligation on teachers. So, I think that is problem-
atic.

Rhonda Brownstein of the Education Law Center told us that
she has lived in other places, and her son went to school in Ala-
bama. They left Alabama, they moved to Pennsylvania, and they
knew that we had a better reputation, but what she expressed to
our committee was that this kind of testing that has been imple-
mented in Alabama has led to significantly higher dropout rates
in Alabama. We can only forecast that it is going to increase
dropout rates in Pennsylvania when kids say, I cannot graduate
if I do not pass these tests. I know I am not going to pass these
tests. What is the use?

We are having a hard enough time as it is getting kids through
school. Marlene Jackson of the think tank Marketplace for Ideas,
said that her biggest problem with the Keystone Exams was that
kids had to take time away from getting ready to graduate and
their regular graduation curriculum to study for these exams,
which are, incidentally, being graded by for-profit companies that
we have not quite been able to find out who all is involved, how
much they are getting paid, or what is the comparative amount
that people who regulate or administer these tests get in other
States. So, we are having trouble watching education dollars, and
that is a huge issue, particularly for John Q. and Mary Q. Tax-
payers who want us to watch every bottom dollar when we can-
not account, and we are the folks who are the funders, and when
we cannot account for education dollars, that is a problem.

Dr. Joe O'Brien of the Chester County IU pointed out some
problems with these high-stakes exams, including that in Texas,
they, once again, saw a surge in dropout rates soon after they
implemented these tests. He also pointed out the problems of not
having enough teachers, once again as it is, because we cannot
pay them the dollars when we take these additional hundreds of
millions of dollars and put it someplace else. Literally, you are
not going to have the teachers to instruct the kids to make sure
that they are learning the things they need to learn to graduate.
So, that is a crazy Catch-22, and it makes no sense. He also
pointed out that, and I think this is well known, that educators
find that the performance on these tests is never related to the
curriculum that they have in school necessarily, but is often quan-
titative by ZIP Code. And Dr. Joan Duvall-Flynn, the chair of the
NAACP education committee, brought this point up again that
too often we are struggling with this still in America where if you
are from a challenged minority group or a challenging economic
group, you have less of a chance to succeed than folks who are
from more affluent areas, and that is not America. America is a
place for equal opportunity. If people work hard, if young people
work hard, if their parents work hard, if everybody gets in it to-
gether, they should be able to succeed, and I think this is another
example of because of one ZIP Code, or wherever one lives, they
will have less of an opportunity.

So, I think this new unfunded mandate creates an unnecessary
obstacle to education funding and I think first and foremost, we
need to make sure that we are funding public education so that
young people can achieve great things, not mediocre things, not
passable things. A lot of kids do not necessarily test well on these
things and some of the greatest minds of all time were not the
best testers in the world, including Einstein. So, we have to get

our priorities right, make sure that we are focusing on our kids'
future and stop spending hundreds of millions of dollars on
for-profit think tanks and not accounting for the dollars. I look
forward to working on these things, Mr. President, in our upcom-
ing Sessions as we go forward because, as I said before, if we
pretend Pennsylvania is a corporation, if we want to succeed, we
have to invest in our greatest strength, and that is our young peo-
ple.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Montgomery, Senator Rafferty.
Senator RAFFERTY. Mr. President, I will take a moment to

reflect upon this coming Saturday, December 7. December 7 is
certainly a day, to quote Franklin Delano Roosevelt, "A date
which will live in infamy." That was the day that the Imperial
Japanese Navy attacked us at Pearl Harbor and the entrance of
the United States of America to World War II and over 2,400
Americans were killed that day at Pearl Harbor. That is one day
that signifies American security being challenged and breached.
Unfortunately, many people are forgetting what happened on
December 7, whether it is a lack of stressing it through our edu-
cation system or not having enough readable material for people.
I have talked to World War II veterans, many of whom are going
home to God, about the significance of the war and the sacrifices
made by the men and women in this country alone during World
War II, and the lack of knowledge or appreciation for that.

I am sad to say, Mr. President, when our country was attacked
the second time on 9/11, shortly after 9/11, there were many
memorial services. We are starting to see that memory fade as
well for what happened on 9/11 here. I think December 7, 1941,
and 9/11 are two significantly important dates that we must keep
alive in the memory of all Americans, the day that our security
was breached in this country, both those dates. And specifically
about December 7, for those men and women who are still alive
who may have been at Pearl Harbor, especially those servicemen
who were there that day, may God continue to keep them in His
care, for they went through a horrific time with the ships on fire,
and burning in the airfields, burning in the cities itself, after be-
ing attacked by enemy forces. We have to remember the courage
that they showed not only that day, but the backbone and the
stamina of the American military to pull themselves together
after December 7, rise from the ashes and go on to win the war
in both the Pacific and in Europe.

So, Mr. President, just for the sake of those who are still liv-
ing, who survived Pearl Harbor, you have our undying gratitude
and thanks. For all our World War II veterans, may God continue
to bless you and thank you.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Allegheny, Senator Ferlo.
Senator FERLO. Mr. President, before we close out, I do want

to thank Reverend and Mrs. Warwick for being here today. I
have been here 11 years and I have never seen a member of the
clergy stay throughout our whole Session during the 11 years that
I have been here. I spoke to Reverend Warwick briefly earlier
and he seems very interested in public policy, but more impor-
tantly, I think he is very interested in the fact that we have a
tough job and I think he wanted to be part of the experience. I
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want to thank him personally, not only for his invocation earlier,
but certainly for his interest and leadership in the community that
he represents, not only with his pastoral duties, but certainly for
being the caring individual he seems to be. So, thank you very
much for staying throughout the whole Session.

I will just close with this note, and I have spoken about it lo-
cally in my region. I am absolutely just taken aback by the way
we have treated our veterans who have returned home from Af-
ghanistan, Iran, Iraq wars and wars that we do not even always
discuss and fields of battle all around the world. I find it repre-
hensible that we have several hundred thousand veterans who are
still waiting, some waiting up to 2 years, to receive a final deter-
mination of their benefits under the VA system. I just think that
is reprehensible. I cannot understand it, as I have stated earlier,
why we cannot immediately provide those benefits. They are
applied for under oath, they are applied for by veterans who put
their lives on the line, and who come back home. I cannot under-
stand why those benefits cannot immediately be assigned to those
individuals, and then the government, or whatever appropriate
agency, can do a post-audit to insure that the correct benefits are
getting to the correct people who are deserving. But the fact that
we have several hundred thousand people--I have dealt with this
in my own office. We had one decorated veteran, 7 months wait-
ing for benefits, who was about to get evicted from his apart-
ment. Fortunately, his landlord was extremely sympathetic. He
was really appreciative of this veteran and knows he is a great
tenant. It is a horrifying experience. It is just unfathomable to me.
And some of you may not be aware of the incidents involving the
VA hospital and the Legionnaire's Disease in the Pittsburgh area,
which was a complete cover-up by the VA hospital system. There
really should have been some criminal negligence proceedings
against some of the administrators. Instead, the Obama adminis-
tration gave the director of the VA hospital system in Pittsburgh
a $60,000 bonus. I could go on and on.

We have 50,000 young men and women coming back with
some level or form of paraplegia, loss of limb, legs, you name it,
not to mention all of the stress and all kinds of various types of
physical and mental ailments, including lack of housing, lack of
opportunities, the disfranchisement they face with their loved
ones, their wives, and their families. You can go through and
spend several hours on this as a public hearing. It is just unfath-
omable to me, given the resources that we have in this country,
how we are treating our veterans. Every day, we hear great
speech-making about the veterans and respect for this and respect
for that. It is about time the Federal government put its money
where its mouth is and provide these benefits and do it in an ap-
propriate way, but it is just criminal, really, that we have to go
begging. I applaud groups like the Wounded Warrior Project.

More recently, and this is something that just really disgusts
me, there are a lot of so-called nonprofit groups that have been
out there raising money and they are basically scam organiza-
tions. I have two of them, and I have notified the Attorney Gen-
eral's Office, one was the subject of a CNN investigation, a big
company that basically is a marketing firm and they have a cor-
porate headquarters in Manhattan. They get these groups, non-
profit groups, to give out donated pencils and toothbrushes that
they get donated from various groups and that is their contribu-
tion to the veteran. Meanwhile, the way the contract is written,

the marketing firm, the direct mail firm, the call-in phone confer-
ence center staff are making $40 million to $50 million; the
so-called nonprofit veterans group is getting a few thousand dol-
lars, and they are not providing any service. It is the biggest
scam, it is really outrageous, and I encourage anybody who gets
these direct mail pieces, just because they see the American flag,
and veterans, and they have words twisted that almost sound like
the Wounded Warrior Project--I could list many of them--I en-
courage folks to go to the Pennsylvania Attorney General's Web
site where she has a number of those organizations on the Web
site. Please, before you donate, donate to local communities
where you know the money is going to be spent or donate to
reputable organizations, nonprofits that you know are building
homes for veterans, are providing medical services, and the like.
Those are well-established agencies, not those fly-by-night direct
mail pieces that you get through the mail.

So, again, to the Obama administration, let us immediately
open up these doors and provide these benefits to our veterans.
If you have to do a post-audit based on prosecution, if you lied
on the application, that is fine. But, immediately open up the
gates and give our veterans these monthly benefits that they de-
serve.

So, again, thank you, and mostly I want to say Merry Christ-
mas.

Thank you, Mr. President.

BILLS SIGNED

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Jim Cawley) in the
presence of the Senate signed the following bills:

SB 607, SB 1042 and SB 1131.

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
now recess until Monday, December 9, 2013, at 1 p.m., Eastern
Standard Time, unless sooner recalled by the President pro tem-
pore.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The Senate recessed at 2:15 p.m., Eastern Standard Time.


