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SENATE 

TUESDAY, June 7, 2011 

The Senate met at 1 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time. 

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Jim Cawley) in the 
Chair. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Reverend GLEN BAYLY, Pastor of 
Mifflinburg Alliance Church, Mifflinburg, offered the following 
prayer: 

Join me as we pause for a moment of prayer. 
Our gracious Heavenly Father, we come before You today, 

and we pause at this time in honor of You and to recognize Your 
presence in this place. We ask You to bless this Session of our 
government, that it might be pleasing in Your sight, that it might 
be guided by Your spirit, that all that is done here and said here 
might be acceptable to You and beneficial to the people of Penn-
sylvania. 

As we gather today, we remember our many blessings, and 
we give You thanks today for providing for our needs, for the 
great nation that we live in, and the State that we live in. We do 
pray for the many who are suffering around our world today. We 
pray for the situation in the Middle East, that peace may come to 
that area of the world. We pray for our troops in harm's way 
today, all around the world, asking Your presence with them and 
Your protection over them. We also pray for those in our own 
nation who are suffering today, some from the recent tornadoes, 
others even now awaiting more flooding. We ask Your protec-
tion over them, Your blessing upon them, Your comfort in their 
hearts today. And for all who are suffering, we commit them to 
Your care. 

We ask You for the Members of this body today, that You 
might be with each one, that each one would seek to have a per-
sonal relationship with You, that they might know the forgive-
ness of our sins and the hope of eternal life. We pray for wisdom 
and guidance from above, that all that we do might be to the 
benefit of the people of our State. So, we commit this day to You 
and ask You to bless it, and we pray all this in Your holy and 
omnipotent name. Amen. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Reverend Bayly, who is 
the guest today of Senator Yaw. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.) 

HOUSE MESSAGE 

HOUSE BILL FOR CONCURRENCE 

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented to the 
Senate the following bill for concurrence, which was referred to 
the committee indicated: 

June 7, 2011 

HB 1330 -- Committee on Education. 

RESOLUTION INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate 
Resolution numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which 
was read by the Clerk: 

June 7, 2011 

Senators GREENLEAF, TARTAGLIONE, ERICKSON, 
FONTANA, ALLOWAY, RAFFERTY, FARNESE, 
SCHWANK, FERLO and PILEGGI presented to the Chair SR 
130, entitled: 

A Resolution honoring William Penn and Hannah Callowhill Penn 
and endorsing the construction of a Penn Memorial at the Independence 
Mall National Historical Park in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

Which was committed to the Committee on STATE GOV-
ERNMENT, June 7, 2011. 

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

Senator D. WHITE, from the Committee on Banking and 
Insurance, reported the following bills: 

SB 388 (Pr. No. 1290) (Amended) 

An Act amending the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L.216, No.76), known 
as The Dental Law, adding definitions; and providing for professional 
liability insurance. 

SB 896 (Pr. No. 913) 

An Act amending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), 
known as The Insurance Company Law of 1921, providing for insur-
ance language translation. 
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SB 1096 (Pr. No. 1291) (Amended) 

An Act amending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), 
known as The Insurance Company Law of 1921, further providing for 
purpose, for definitions, for acting for or aiding nonadmitted insurers, 
for requirements for eligible surplus lines insurers, for surplus lines 
licensees duty to notify insured, for exempt risks, for surplus lines 
advisory organizations, for licensing of surplus lines licensee, for sur-
plus lines licensees may accept business from insurance producer, for 
surplus lines tax, for tax on independently procured insurance and for 
suspension, revocation or nonrenewal of surplus lines licensee's license. 

SB 1097 (Pr. No. 1279) 

An Act amending the act of July 6. 1917 (P.L.723, No.262), enti-
tled "An act imposing a tax on premiums of insurance and reinsurance 
in foreign insurance companies and associations not registered in this 
Commonwealth; providing the method of collection of such tax, and 
imposing penalties," further providing for tax on contracts with unau-
thorized companies and deductions. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES 

The PRESIDENT The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Delaware, Senator Pileggi. 

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request a temporary 
Capitol leave for Senator Piccola. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Costa. 

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I request a legislative leave 
for Senator Williams, and temporary Capitol leaves for Senator 
Farnese, Senator Kitchen, and Senator Leach. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests a temporary 
Capitol leave for Senator Piccola. 

Senator Costa requests a legislative leave for Senator Wil-
liams, and temporary Capitol leaves for Senator Farnese, Senator 
Kitchen, and Senator Leach. 

Without objection, the leaves will be granted. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Senator PILEGGI asked and obtained a leave of absence for 
Senator EARLL, for today's Session, for personal reasons. 

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
JOURNAL APPROVED 

The PRESIDENT. The Journal of the Session of April 26, 
2011, is now in print. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the Session of 
April 26, 2011. 

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that further reading 
of the Journal be dispensed with and that the Journal be ap-
proved. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the motion? 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Leach has returned, and his tempo-
rary Capitol leave is cancelled. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to the motion? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and 
were as follows, viz: 

YEA-49 

Alloway Farnese Piccola Vogel 
Argall Ferlo Pileggi Ward 
Baker Folmer Pippy Washington 
Blake Fontana Rafferty Waugh 
Boscola Gordner Robbins White Donald 
Brewster Greenleaf Scamati White Mary Jo 
Browne Hughes Schwank Williams 
Brubaker Kasunic Smucker Wozniak 
Corman Kitchen Solobay Yaw 
Costa Leach Stack Yudichak 
Dinniman Mcllhinney Tartaglione 
Eichelberger Mensch Tomlinson 
Erickson One Vance 

NAY-0 

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

The PRESIDENT. The Journal is approved. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES CANCELLED 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Piccola, Senator Farnese, and Sen-
ator Kitchen have returned, and their temporary Capitol leaves 
are cancelled. 

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
GUESTS OF SENATOR KIM L. WARD 

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Westmoreland, Senator Ward. 

Senator WARD. Mr. President, today I am very pleased to 
introduce to you members of the AARP from North Huntingdon 
in Westmoreland County. Last week, I was so fortunate, along 
with Representative Dunbar, to be a part of their swearing-in. 
Some of their new officers are here, their new president, Carl 
Anderson; and also Rose Thompson, who is the coordinator, and 
she coordinated this trip. I am very, very happy to have them 
here with me today. So please help me welcome them. 

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Ward please 
rise so that the Senate may give you its usual warm welcome. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS OF SENATOR ROBERT B. MENSCH 
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Montgomery, Senator Mensch. 

Senator MENSCH. Mr. President, I have two introductions 
today. First is Andrew Wilson, who is a recent graduate of 
Shippensburg University, where he received a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in political science. He completed a human re-
sources internship with Hershey Entertainment and Resorts com-
pany in the summer of 2010. Before attending Shippensburg, he 
was a scholarship swimmer at Seton Hall University, where he 
was a Big East finalist and also received an academic scholar-
ship. He worked as a lifeguard with the YMCA of Easton, where 
he also resides. He aspires to be an elected official in State gov- 
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ernment. He enjoys kayaking, running, and cycling in his spare 
time. Andrew is an intern in my Harrisburg office for the sum-
mer. 

Also with him is Andrew Cyphers, who is currently a rising 
senior at Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, where he 
is majoring in political science, with a minor in economics. This 
past spring, he interned at Chwat and Company, a small lobbying 
firm in Alexandria, Virginia. He is a 2008 graduate of Easton 
Area High School, where he was an active participant in the 
schools instrumental music programs. Andrew earned his Eagle 
Scout award in 2007 after supervising the renovation of three 
bathrooms at his church in Phillipsburg, New Jersey. In his free 
time, Andrew enjoys outdoor activities, including skiing and 
backpacking. After graduation, he hopes to work in government 
affairs, preferably something relating to foreign service. Andrew 
Cyphers is also a summer intern with us here in my Harrisburg 
office. I ask that the Senate give both of these gentlemen a warm 
welcome. 

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Mensch 
please rise so that the Senate may give you its usual warm wel-
come. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS OF SENATOR ROBERT D. ROBBINS 
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Mercer, Senator Robbins. 

Senator ROBBINS. Mr. President, today I have the pleasure 
of introducing two young ladies who are seated in the gallery: 
Lacey Weaver, who is the reigning Miss Meadville Area; and 
Libby Hornstein, who is the reigning Miss Meadville Area Out-
standing Teen. 

Lacey, the daughter of Dale and Valerie Weaver of 
Conneautville, currently attends Slippery Rock University. Dur-
ing her reign, she will be promoting her platform: "Little Mo-
ments, Big Magic, HUGE Impact: Big Brother, Big Sisters." 

Libby is the daughter of Tom and Christy Hornstein of 
Meadville and attends Meadville Area High School. During her 
reign, she will promote her platform: "Manners Matter." 

Next week, both Lacey and Libby will be traveling to Pitts-
burgh to compete for their respective State titles of Miss Penn-
sylvania and Miss Pennsylvania Outstanding Teen. Lacey and 
Libby are accompanied here today by Lacey's parents, Dale and 
Val Weaver, who are also seated in the Senate gallery. 

Mr. President and fellow Members, please join me in welcom-
ing my special guests to the Senate of Pennsylvania. 

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Robbins 
please rise so that the Senate may give you its usual warm wel-
come. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS OF SENATOR MICHAEL BRUBAKER 
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lancaster, Senator Brubaker. 

Senator BRUBAKER. Mr. President, it is a privilege of mine 
today to introduce to you four constituents from my district who 
won an essay writing contest on what it means to clean up the 
Chesapeake Bay. Their essays were evaluated by a panel of  

judges, and each of the essay winners are here today with their 
fathers. Isaiah Acosta, who is accompanied by his father, Robert, 
is a fifth-grade student at Park Elementary School; Leah Davis, 
who is accompanied by her father, Robert, is a second-grade 
student at Octorara Primary Learning Center; Austin Hartman, 
who is accompanied by his father, Quinn, is an eighth-grade 
student at Columbia High School; and Alexandra McCray, who 
is accompanied by her father, Chris, is a fourth-grade student at 
Highland Elementary School. 

These students and their parents are very focused on educa-
tion. It is a privilege and honor for me to introduce them today. 

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Brubaker 
please rise so that the Senate may give you its usual warm wel-
come. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS OF SENATOR VINCENT J. HUGHES 
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, Senator Hughes. 

Senator HUGHES. Mr. President, it is my great privilege to 
recognize some interns who are here in Harrisburg on the floor 
visiting with us. They work in both my Harrisburg and Philadel-
phia offices. They are part of the Youth Employment Initiative 
program and the THIS program, which is operated by the State 
System of Higher Education, our State-owned university system. 

I would like to recognize Kirnita Hinton, who is a sociology 
major at St. Joseph's University; Brittany Pennywell, who is a 
biology major at Hampton University; Hakeem Stokes, who is a 
psychology major at the University of Phoenix; Ciarra Karnes, 
who is a psychology major at Slippery Rock University; and the 
final proof in the pudding that the Hawk will never die, a crimi-
nal justice major from St. Joseph's University, Miss Melanie 
Mitchell. 

Would the Senate give these promising young people an out-
standing, warm round of applause. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Hughes 

please rise so that the Senate may give you its usual warm wel-
come. 

(Applause.) 

GUEST OF SENATOR STEWART J. GREENLEAF 
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Montgomery, Senator Greenleaf. 

Senator GREENLEAF. Mr. President, I rise to welcome to the 
Senate a special guest from my district, Thomas. Today, Thomas 
is being featured on the abc27 News program 'Val's Kids," 
which introduces to the audience Pennsylvania children who are 
eligible for adoption. Thomas is a very good student, a very po-
lite and respectftil young man who is very deserving of a home 
with a great family. He aspires to be lawyer one day and is very 
driven to achieve success in life. There are many young people 
just like Thomas who are eligible for adoption in Pennsylvania, 
and everyone here knows how important it is to have the support 
of a loving family. I would like to thank abc27 and Valerie 
Pritchett for helping so many children be adopted. 
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If you remember, last year in 2010, the legislature adopted a 
Senate bill to provide for open adoptions. Open adoptions means 
that children who are older--Thomas is 16 years old--and who 
are in foster care and have been there for a long time, can be 
adopted but still have contact with their natural family. We are 
hopeful and pray that there will be a family out there for Thomas. 
He needs a permanent, loving, caring family. Thomas is a won-
derful young man, a very kind young man, a very intelligent 
young man, and we do need more lawyers. So I wish Thomas 
great success in his education, but more so, I wish him success 
in finding a family. 

So I ask the Senate to give recognition to Thomas, who is 
sitting in the gallery, and welcome him. 

The PRESIDENT. Would the guest of Senator Greenleaf 
please rise so that the Senate may give you its usual warm wel-
come. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS OF SENATOR CHARLES McILHLNNEY 
AND SENATOR ROBERT TOMLINSON 

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Bucks, Senator Mcllhinney. 

Senator McILHINNEY. Mr. President, it is my pleasure to 
introduce some guests of mine, along with Senator Tomlinson, 
from Bensalem, Pennsylvania. We have Gerard and Sandra 
Marini; their grandson, Darren Brumberg; and Sandra's sister, 
Selma Chopinsky. Sandra is a hairdresser, and Gerard is a wine 
sales representative with Allied Beverages. Please join me in 
giving them a warm Senate welcome. 

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Mcllhinney 
and Senator Tomlinson please rise so that the Senate may give 
you its usual warm welcome. 

(Applause.) 

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
SESSION PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN 

The PRESIDENT. With that, it is picture time. The Senate 
will be at ease for the taking of the annual photograph. 

(The Senate was at ease.) 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Delaware, Senator Pileggi. 

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request a recess of the 
Senate for purposes, first, of a meeting of the Committee on Edu-
cation to be held in the Rules room immediately, to be followed 
by a Republican caucus to be held in the Majority Caucus Room. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Costa. 

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, at the conclusion of the meet-
ing of the Committee on Education, the Senate Democrats will 
gather in the rear of the Chamber for a caucus as well. 

The PRESIDENT. For purposes of a meeting of the Commit-
tee on Education, followed by Republican and Democratic cau-
cuses, without objection, the Senate stands in recess. 

AFTER RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the 
Senate will come to order. 

CALENDAR 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 

SB 227 CALLED UP OUT OF ORDER 

SB 227 (Pr. No. 991) - Without objection, the bill was called 
up out of order, from page 1 of the Third Consideration Calen-
dar, by Senator PILEGGI, as a Special Order of Business. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 227 (Pr. No. 991) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 13, 1967 (P1.31, No.21), known 
as the Public Welfare Code, further providing for application for regis-
tration certificate, for issuance of registration certificate and for records; 
providing for disclosure; and further providing for emergency closure. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-49 

Alloway Farnese Piccola Vogel 
Argall Ferlo Pileggi Ward 
Baker Folmer Pippy Washington 
Blake Fontana Rafferty Waugh 
Boscola Gordner Robbins White Donald 
Brewster Greenleaf Scamati White Mary J0 
Browne Hughes Schwank Williams 
Brubaker Kasunic Smucker Wozniak 
Corman Kitchen Solobay Yaw 
Costa Leach Stack Yudichak 
Dinniman Mctlhinney Tartaglione 
Eichelberger Mensch Tomlinson 
Erickson One Vance 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

PREFERRED APPROPRIATION BILL 
OVER IN ORDER 

SB 1062 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 
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BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 3 (Pr. No. 1286) -- The Senate proceeded to consideration 
of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 40 (Insurance) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, providing for compliance with Federal health care legis-
lation. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-37 

Alloway Erickson Pippy Ward 
Argall Folmer Rafferty Waugh 
Baker Gordner Robbins White Donald 
Blake Greenleaf Scarnati White Mary Jo 
Boscola Kasunic Smucker Wozniak 
Brewster Mcllhinney Solobay Yaw 
Browne Mensch Stack Yudicbak 
Brubaker One Tomlinson 
Corman Piccola Vance 
Eichelberger Pileggi Vogel 

NAY- 12 

Costa Ferlo Kitchen Tartaglione 
Dinniman Fontana Leach Washington 
Famese Hughes Schwank Williams 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER TEMPORARILY 

SB 314 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order temporarily at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

SB 366 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 389 (Pr. No. 1200) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in vocational education, 
further providing for the definition of "vocational agricultural educa-
tion." 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 

AMENDMENT A2555 OFFERED 

Senator WOZNIAK offered the following amendment No. 
A2555: 

Amend Bill, page 1, line 5, by striking out "in vocational educa-
tion," 

Amend Bill, page 1, line 7, by striking out all of said line and in-
serting: 
education"; and providing for the definitions of "county average daily 
membership," "county market value/income aid ratio" and "county 
weighted average daily membership" and for basic education funding 
for 2010-2011 school year. 

Amend Bill, page 2, by inserting between lines 14 and 15: 
Section 2. Section 2501 of the act is amended by adding clauses to 

read: 
Section 2501. Definitions.--For the purposes of this article the 

following terms shall have the following meanings: 

county. 
Section 3. The act is amended by adding a section to read: 
Section 2502.50. Basic Education Funding for 2010-2011 School 

Year.--For the 2010-2011 school year, the Commonwealth shall pay to 
each school district a basic education funding allocation which shall be 
calculated as follows: 

(a) An amount equal to the following: 
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(A) Multiply the 2011-2012 county market aid-income aid ratio by 
the 2010-2011 county average daily membership for the county where 
the school district is located. 

(B) Multiply the product from subparagraph (A) by an amount 
equal to thirty percent (30%) of the amount calculated under subsection 
Lk  

three hundred ten-thousandths (.4300): 
(A) Multiply the 2011-2012 county market aid-income aid ratio by 

the 2010-2011 county average daily membership for the county where 
the school district is located. 

(B) Multiply the product from subparagraph (A) by an amount 
equal to twenty percent (20%) of the amount calculated under subsec-
tion (b). 

(C) Divide the product from subparagraph (B) by the sum of the 
products of the 2011-2012 county market value/income aid ratio for the 
county where the school district is located multiplied by the 2010-2011 
county average daily membership for all counties that are subject to this 
subparagraph. 

(D) Divide the quotient of subparagraph (C) by the 2010-2011 
county average daily membership for the county where the school dis- 

rid Bill, page 2, line 15, by striking out "2" and inserting: 
4 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Cambria, Senator Wozniak. 

Senator WOZNIAK. Mr. President, a few weeks ago, I intro-
duced a couple of amendments dealing with our educational 
system. I know that there are tremendous discussions going on 
about vouchers and how this is going to fix the problems in our 
schools. I have different opinions on that. 

I do know one thing, though. In 1968, when we went from 
2,500 school districts down to the 500 we have now, we had a 
basic education formula that actually worked in 1968. By the 
time it reached 2011, this formula is so discombobulated that 
nothing—there is no fairness, there is no parity, there is no rhyme, 
and there is no reason as to how we drive out the money from the 
State. I had two previous amendments. They did not quite make 
it. They are not ready for prime time. But if we are going to 
change, make structural changes in our educational system, we 
are going to have to make some very difficult decisions. 

In the long run, it will save the taxpayers not tens of millions 
of dollars, not hundreds of millions of dollars, but potentially 
over a billion dollars in making some sanity out of our school 
system. Those two previous amendments were--one was to try to 
start the process of consolidating our schools. The second 
amendment dealt with the consolidation of just the administrative 
costs of our schools. Each one alone would have saved a lot of 
money. 

Now, to get to my amendment. The third leg of that stool is to 
take the entire school district ESBE formula and change the way 
it is driven out. Right now, 500 individual school districts--the 
fundamental way that we drive the basic education formula out 
is we take the aggregate wealth of each school district, and that 
bases how we pay them from the State. What my amendment 
does is makes it not the aggregate wealth of 500 individual 
school districts, but the aggregate wealth of the entire county. 
That way, the decision here in Harrisburg is, how do we divvy up 
the amount of money to 67 counties and not 500 school districts? 

Fundamentally, it is a safer and more fair way to drive out our 
money. In the bigger picture, it makes it easier to do what I be- 
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lieve we need to do, and that is to merge and consolidate our 
school districts. I do not believe I am going to be successful to-
day, but it is time we begin the debate. 

If you want to fix education in Pennsylvania, we are going to 
have to make some tough decisions, and it is not good enough 
that we hide behind our mothers' skirts and put it off for another 
year. Out of this budgetary crisis comes opportunity, and now is 
the time to start making the decisions that we all talk about when 
we are not putting up the votes, but we do not talk about it in 
public because it is the "C' word. Well, 75 years ago, the word 
"cancer" was almost a death knell, the "C" word. Well, consoli-
dation is not the same word it was 50 years ago. 

It is time to talk about it, it is time to take action, and it is time 
to move the ball forward. Let us start with the process. I know it 
will need debate. I know it will need public hearings. I know it 
will need some work. But we need to change the way that we 
fund education to make it more fair for every single taxpayer and 
every single municipality in Pennsylvania. I would appreciate 
consideration and a positive vote for this amendment. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Lancaster, Senator Brubaker. 
Senator BRUBAKER. Mr. President, I ask my colleagues for 

a negative vote. I have a tremendous amount of respect for the 
maker of this amendment. In his own words--I think I heard him 
say that he believes this amendment will not be successful. I 
believe he has come to that conclusion because he understands 
that, really, the right way to go about this debate is to take it into 
the Committee on Education and have it thoroughly vetted. 

To my knowledge, Mr. President, that has not occurred. So I 
ask my friend, the maker of the amendment, to take this debate 
into the Committee on Education to have it thoroughly vetted, 
because it is indeed altering the way education spending is done 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. It is taking billions of 
dollars and significantly changing the way we spend education 
dollars. That ought to be discussed in the Committee on Educa-
tion and, Mr. President, to date, that discussion has not been 
held. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Dauphin, Senator Piccola. 

Senator PICCOLA. Mr. President, would the maker of the 
amendment yield to interrogation? 

The PRESIDENT. Will the gentleman yield? 
Senator WOZNIAK. I will tell you what, Mr. President, I will 

do one better. The gentleman is correct. I wanted to have my say 
on the Senate floor about the importance of being prudent and 
responsible in our decisionmaking process. if the chairman of the 
Committee on Appropriations will address this issue and my 
other two issues--and I do believe he is conducive to doing 
that--I will withdraw this amendment at this time, so that nobody 
has to make a decision as to which way they want to vote. 

The PRESIDENT. Technically, Senator Piccola, you currently 
have the floor, sir. 

Senator WOZNIAK. Oh, I am sorry, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT. That is okay, Senator Wozniak. 
Senator PICCOLA. Mr. President, I just want to know if the 

gentleman will yield to interrogation. 
The PRESIDENT. Will the gentleman yield? 
Senator WOZNIAK. I yield, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT. Very well. 

Senator PICCOLA. Mr. President, in the gentleman's advo-
cacy for the amendment, he said that he wants to change the way 
the money is driven out. Under this amendment, to whom is it 
driven out? 

Senator WOZNIAK. I am not following what the question is, 
Mr. President. 

Senator PICCOLA. Well, Mr. President, our basic education 
line item, and the formula that determines how money is driven 
out, is determined by school district. This would change that. To 
whom is the gentleman driving the money? 

Senator WOZNIAK. Mr. President, it will be to the school 
districts, but it will be based not upon the aggregate wealth of the 
individual school district, but on the aggregate wealth of the 
county. So let us say there are 15 school districts within that 
county. Everybody will be treated the same now, so that the only 
differential will be perhaps a poverty deal, maybe some other 
ancillary issues that are in addendum to the ESBE formula, and 
whatever the local property taxes are. But otherwise, those 15 
school districts within one county will all be treated the same by 
the State. 

Senator PICCOLA. Mr. President, so every school district 
within the county, regardless of its relative aid ratio, will receive 
the same amount of money per student? 

Senator WOZNIAK. Yes, Mr. President. 
Senator PICCOLA. Is the gentleman sure he wants to do that, 

Mr. President? 
Senator WOZNIAK. Mr. President, we need to have a starting 

place to start to make some decisions on how we more fairly 
fund our educational process. This is not the end game, Mr. Pres-
ident, and I have already said I will be withdrawing this amend-
ment, but we need to address it. The answer to that is yes, be-
cause we need to go to the next level and reduce the number of 
school districts. Bigger is not better, smaller is not smarter, but 
what we have now is a completely unfair distribution of wealth 
in this Commonwealth. 

Senator PICCOLA. Mr. President, so if! understand the gen-
tleman's argument and his amendment, he will drive the money 
out based on a county formula, but it will be divided by the num-
ber of students within that particular county, and each school 
district will get that money. 

Senator WOZNIAK. Yes, Mr. President. 
Senator PICCOLA. Thank you, Mr. President 
Mr. President, if! could speak, and then I will yield the floor. 
The PRESIDENT. You may. 
Senator PICCOLA. Mr. President, this amendment has im-

mense ramifications and many, many, many unintended conse-
quences. Some of them actually may be good. I do not know. But 
as the gentleman from Lancaster, the maker of the bill, has indi-
cated, this needs a lot of scrutiny, and I urge a negative vote on 
the amendment. 

AMENDMENT WITHDRAWN 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Cambria, Senator Wozniak. 

Senator WOZNIAK. Mr. President, I did make a commitment 
to withdraw this amendment, so I will stick to that. I withdraw 
this amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. The amendment is withdrawn. 
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And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 
It was agreed to. 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution. 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-49 

Alloway Farnese Piccola Vogel 
Argall Ferlo Pileggi Ward 
Baker Folmer Pippy Washington 
Blake Fontana Rafferty Waugh 
Boscola Gordner Robbins White Donald 
Brewster Greenleaf Scarnati White Mary Jo 
Browne Hughes Schwank Williams 
Brubaker Kasunic Smucker Wozniak 
Corman Kitchen Solobay Yaw 
Costa Leach Stack Yudichak 
Dinniman Mcllhinney Tartaglione 
Eichelberger Mensch Tomlinson 
Erickson One Vance 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

BILLS OVER IN ORDER 

SB 732, SB 815, SB 816, SB 817, SB 818 and SB 1000 --
Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the 
request of Senator PILEGGI. 

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 

BILLS REREFERRED 

HB 143 (Pr. No. 317) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of December 19, 1974 (P.L.973, No.319). 
known as the Pennsylvania Farmland and Forest Land Assessment Act 
of 1974, further providing for split-off, separation or transfer, leasing 
for wireless service, utilization of land or conveyance of rights for ex-
ploration or extraction of gas, oil or coal bed methane, utilization of 
land for commercial alternative energy generation, death of landowner 
and temporary leases. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

HB 144 (Pr. No. 711) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of December 19, 1974 (P.L.973, No.319), 
known as the Pennsylvania Farmland and Forest Land Assessment Act 
of 1974, further providing for utilization of land or conveyance of rights 
for exploration or extraction of gas, oil or coal bed methane. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 165 (Pr. No. 155) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, further providing for issuance and content of driver's 
license. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

SB 299 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

BILL REREFERRED 

SB 301 (Pr. No. 334) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of December 19, 1974 (P.L.973, No.319), 
known as the Pennsylvania Farmland and Forest Land Assessment Act 
of 1974, further providing for split off, separation or transfer. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

BILLS OVER IN ORDER 

SB 321, SB 341, HB 373, HB 374, HB 385, 1111442, SB 469, 
SB 549, SB 626, SB 635, SB 638, SB 704, SB 707, SB 709, SB 
776, SB 777, SB 828, SB 829, SB 830, SB 831, SB 832, SB 957, 
SB 967, HB 986 and SB 995 -- Without objection, the bills were 
passed over in their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 32, ADOPTED 

Senator PILEGGI, without objection, called up from page 7 
of the Calendar, Senate Resolution No. 32, entitled: 

A Resolution providing for the Rules of the Senate for the 195th 
and 196th Regular Session. 

RESOLVED, That Senate Resolution No. 1, Printer's No. 1(2011), 
Senate Resolution No. 4, Printer's No. 4(2011) and Senate Resolution 
No. 45, Printer's No. 658 (2011) be repealed effective September 1, 
2011. 

RESOLVED, That the following be adopted as the Rules of the 
Senate for the governing of the 195th and 196th Regular Session effec-
tive September 1, 2011. 

(2011-2012) 
RULES OF THE SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

I SESSIONS 
Regular and Special 

1. The General Assembly shall be a continuing body during the 
term for which its Representatives are elected. It shall meet at twelve 
o'clock noon on the first Tuesday of January each year. Special sessions 
shall be called by the Governor on petition of a majority of the Mem-
bers elected to each House or may be called by the Governor whenever 
in his opinion the public interest requires. (Const. Art. 2, Sec. 4) 

Weekly 
2. The Senate shall convene its weekly sessions on Monday, unless 
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the Senate shall otherwise direct. 
II PRESIDENT 

The Lieutenant Governor shall be President of the Senate. (Const. 
Art. 4, Sec. 4) 

III DUTIES OF THE PRESIDENT 
1. The President shall: 
(a) Take the chair on every legislative day at the hour to which the 

Senate stands recessed, immediately call the Senators to order, and 
proceed with the Order of Business of the Senate. 

(b) While in session have general direction of the Senate Chamber. 
It shall be the President's duty to preserve order and decorum, and, in 
case of disturbance or disorderly conduct in the Chamber or galleries, 
may cause the same to be cleared. When in the President's opinion there 
arises a case of extreme disturbance or emergency the President shall, 
with the concurrence of the President Pro Tempore, the Majority and 
Minority Leaders, recess the Senate. Such recess shall not extend be-
yond the limitation imposed by Article 2, Section 14 of the Constitu-
tion. 

(c) During debate, prevent personal references or questions as to 
motive, and confine Senators, in debate, to the question. 

(d) Decide, when two or more Senators arise, who shall be first to 
speak. 

(e) In the presence of the Senate, within one legislative day after 
receipt or adoption, sign all bills and joint resolutions which have 
passed both Houses after their titles have been read. 

(t) Sign resolutions, orders, writs, warrants and subpoenas issued 
by order of the Senate. The signature shall be attested by the Secretary-
Parliamentarian of the Senate, or, if absent, by the Chief Clerk; and the 
fact of signing shall be entered in the Journal. 

(g) Decide all points of order, subject to appeal, giving, however, 
any Member called to order the right to extenuate or justify. Debate 
shall not be permitted unless there be an appeal from a decision of the 
President in which event the President shall submit the question to the 
whole Senate for decision. The President shall submit points of order 
involving the constitutionality of any matter to the Senate for decision. 
Questions of order submitted to the Senate may be debated. 

IV PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
1. (a) The Senate shall, at the beginning and close of each regular 

session and at such other times as may be necessary, elect one of its 
Members President Pro Tempore, who shall perform the duties of the 
Lieutenant Governor in any case of absence or disability of that officer, 
and whenever the office of Lieutenant Governor shall be vacant. (Const. 
Art. 2, Sec. 9) 

(b) The vote of a majority of the Members voting shall be required 
to elect a President Pro Tempore. Except at the beginning and close of 
each regular session, the Senate shall only elect a President Pro Tern-
pore when the office has become vacant and the vote of the majority of 
the Members elected shall be required to vacate the office of a seated 
President Pro Tempore. 

V DUTIES OF PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
1. The President Pro Tempore shall: 
(a) Appoint the Chair, Vice-Chair and members of the Standing 

Committees of the Senate as soon after the election of the President Pro 
Tempore as possible. 

(b) Appoint members to special committees whenever authorized. 
(c) Fill all vacancies occurring in standing and special committees. 
(d) Refer to the appropriate standing committee, every bill and 

joint resolution which may be introduced in the Senate or received from 
the House of Representatives. 

(e) Appoint and have under the President Pro Tempore's direction 
such Senate employees as are authorized by law. 

(t) Vote last on all questions when occupying the Chair. 
2. The President Pro Tempore may: 
(a) Name any Senator to preside in the absence of the President, or 

if both the President and President Pro Tempore are absent the Majority 
Leader, or the Majority Leader's designee, shall preside. The Majority 
Leader, during such time, shall be vested with all powers of the Presi-
dent. This authority shall not extend beyond a day's recess. 

VI DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY-PARLIAMENTARIAN 
1. At the beginning of each regular session convening in an odd-

numbered year and at other times as may be necessary, the Senate shall 
elect a Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate. 

2. The Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate shall: 
(a) Assist the presiding officer in conducting the business of the 

session. 
(b) Act in the capacity of Parliamentarian. 
3. The Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate shall, subject to the 

direction of the President Pro Tempore: 
(a) Direct the following functions: (1) amending bills in the Sen-

ate; (2) preparing and publishing the Senate Calendar; (3) publication 
of the Senate History. (4) numbering Senate bills as they are introduced 
and causing them to be distributed to the chair of the committee to 
which they are referred and receiving a receipt for same; (5) printing of 
bills. 

(b) Keep a record of the Senate action on a bill on a special record 
sheet attached to the bill after it has been reported from committee. 

(c) Keep a record of all leaves granted by the Senate by compiling 
the leave requests submitted by a member and transmitted to the 
Secretary-Parliamentarian by the respective floor leaders. These records 
shall be retained only for the duration of the two-year legislative ses-
sion. Further, these records shall be available for public inspection upon 
request. 

(d) Transmit all bills, joint resolutions, concurrent resolutions and 
other communications to the House of Representatives within one legis-
lative day of final passage or adoption, and each shall be accompanied 
by a message stating the title to the measure being transmitted and re-
questing concurrence of the House, as required. 

(e) Attest all writs, warrants and subpoenas issued by order of the 
Senate; certify as to the passage of Senate Bills and the approval of 
executive nominations. 

(f) Supervise the Senate Library, assist Senators by making refer-
ence material available to them and perform any duties assigned to the 
Senate Librarian by any statute. 

(g) Supervise the Chief Sergeant-at-Arms, the Senate Bill Room, 
the Senate Print Shop, the Official Reporter's Office and the Senate 
Page Service. 

4. The Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate shall post each roll 
call vote taken in the Senate on the Internet website maintained by the 
Senate immediately, but in no case later than 24 hours after the vote. 
Each roll call vote shall be posted in a manner which clearly identifies 
the bill, resolution or other subject of the vote. 

5. The Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate shall post the Leg-
islative Journal of the Senate on the Internet website maintained by the 
Senate upon approval of the Journal or within 45 calendar days of each 
session day, whichever is earlier. If the Secretary-Parliamentarian posts 
the Legislative Journal on the Internet website prior to Senate approval, 
the copy shall be marked "Official Reporter's Document." 

VII DUTIES OF THE CHIEF CLERK 
1. At the beginning of each regular session convening in an odd-

numbered year and whenever necessary, the Senate shall elect a Chief 
Clerk of the Senate. 

2. The Chief Clerk shall be the chief fiscal officer of the Senate 
and shall perform those duties prescribed in section 2.4 of the act of 
January 10, 1968 (1967 P.L.925, No.4 17), referred to as the Legislative 
Officers and Employes Law. In addition, the Chief Clerk, subject to the 
direction of the President Pro Tempore, shall perform those powers and 
duties prescribed in the Financial Operating Rules of the Senate. In the 
absence of the Secretary-Parliamentarian, the Chief Clerk shall, subject 
to the direction of the President Pro Tempore, attest all writs, warrants 
and subpoenas issued by order of the Senate and shall certify as to the 
passage of Senate Bills and the approval of executive nominations. 

VIII DUTIES OF THE SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 
1. The Chief Sergeant-at-Arms shall: 
(a) Be constantly in attendance during the sessions of the Senate 

except when absent in discharging other duties. 
(b) Have charge of and direct the work of the Assistant Sergeants-

at-Arms. 
(c) Serve all subpoenas and warrants issued by the Senate or any 

duly authorized officer or committee. 
(d) Maintain order, at the direction of the presiding officer, in the 

Senate Chamber and adjoining rooms. 
(e) See that no person, except those authorized to do so, disturbs 

or interferes with the desk or its contents of any Senator or officer. 
(I) Exclude from the floor all persons not entitled to the privilege 

of the same. 
(g) Have charge of all entrances to the Chamber during the ses-

sions of the Senate and shall see that the doors are properly attended. 
(h) Announce, upon recognition by the presiding officer, all impor- 
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tant communications and committees. 
(I) Escort the Senate to all Joint meetings with the mace. 
(j) Escort the Senate to attend funeral services of members, former 

members of the Senate or other dignitaries with the mace. 
IX ORDER OF BUSINESS 

1. The Order of Business to be observed in taking up business shall 
be as follows: 
First 	Call to Order. 
Second 	Prayer by the Chaplain and Pledge of Allegiance. 
Third 	Reading of Communications. 
Fourth 	Receiving reports of committees. 
Fifth 	Asking of leaves of absence. No Senator shall absent 

himself without leave of the Senate, first obtained, 
unless prevented from attendance by sickness, or 
other sufficient cause. 

Sixth Approval of Journals of preceding session days. 
Seventh Offering of original resolutions. 
Eighth Introduction of Guests. 
Ninth Consideration of the Calendar. Any bill or resolu- 

tion on the Calendar not finally acted upon within ten 
legislative days shall be removed from the Calendar 
and laid on the table, unless the Senate shall other- 
wise direct. 

Tenth Consideration of Executive Nominations. 
Eleventh Unfinished Business. Reports of Committees. 

Unanimous consent resolutions. Congratulatory and 
condolence resolutions. 

Twelfth First consideration of bills reported from commit- 
tee, which, at this time, shall not be subject to amend- 
ment, debate or a vote thereon. 

Thirteenth Announcements by the Secretary-Parliamentarian. 
Fourteenth Introduction of Petitions and Remonstrances. 
Fifteenth 	Recess. 

Special Order of Business 
2. Any subject may, by a vote of a majority of the Members pres-

ent, be made a special order; and when the time so fixed for its consid-
eration arrives, the presiding officer shall lay it before the Senate. 

X ORDER AND DECORUM 
Recognition 

I. Any Senator who desires to speak or deliver any matter to the 
Senate shall rise and respectfully address the presiding officer as Mr. 
President' or "Madam President," and on being recognized, may ad-
dress the Senate at a microphone located on the floor of the chamber. 

Avoiding Personal References 
2. Any Senator addressing the Senate shall confine remarks to the 

question under debate, avoiding personal references or questions as to 
motive. 

Speaking Out of Order 
3. If any Senator transgresses the Rules of the Senate, in speaking 

or otherwise, the presiding officer may, or any Senator may through the 
presiding officer, call that Senator to order. 

Speaking More than Twice 
4. No Senator shall speak more than twice on one question without 

leave of the Senate. 
Decorum 

5. When a Senator is speaking, no other person shall pass between 
the Senator and the presiding officer. 

Order and Privilege 
6. No Senator speaking shall be interrupted except by a call to 

order, a question of privilege, or a call for the previous question, with-
out the consent of the Senator speaking, and no Senator shall speak on 
a question after it is put to a vote. 

Questions of Order 
7. The presiding officer shall decide all questions of order, subject 

to appeal by any member. No debate shall be allowed on questions of 
order, unless there is an appeal. A second point of order on the same 
general subject, but not the same point, is not in order while an appeal 
is pending, but when the first appeal is decided, laid on the table or 
otherwise disposed of, the second point of order is in order and is sub-
ject to appeal. While an appeal is pending, no other business is in order. 
It is within the discretion of the presiding officer as to whether to vacate 
the chair on an appeal. 

Question When Interrupted 
8. A question regularly before the Senate can be interrupted only  

by a call for the previous question, for amendment, postponement, to 
lay on the table, commitment, recess or adjournment sine die. 

Use of Tobacco Products 
9. No tobacco products, including cigarettes, cigars, pipes and 

chewing tobacco shall be used in the Senate Chamber or in Senate 
Committee Rooms. 

Cell Phones 
10. In the Senate Chamber, cell phones and similar portable com-

munication devices shall be set to silent mode. 
XI MOTIONS 

Putting a Motion 
1. When a motion is made, it shall, before debate, be stated by the 

presiding officer. Every motion made to the Senate and entertained by 
the presiding officer shall be entered in the Journal with the name of the 
Senator making it. A motion may be withdrawn by the Senator making 
it before amendment, postponement, an order to lay on the table, or 
decision. 

Precedence of Motions 
Motions shall take precedence in the following order: 
1. Adjourn sine die. 
2. Recess. 
3. Previous question. 
4. Recess temporarily within the same session day. 
5. Questions of privilege of the Senate. 
6. Orders of the day. 
7. Lay on the table. 
8. Limit, close or extend limit on debate. 
9. Postpone. 
10. Commit or recommit. 
11. Amend. 
12. Main motion. 

Non-Debatable Motions 
3. Non-debatable motions are: 

I. Adjourn sine die. 
2. Recess. 
3. Recess temporarily within the same session day. 
4. Previous question. 
5. Lay on table. 
6. Orders of the day. 
7. Limit, close or extend limit on debate. 

Motions Which Permit Limited Debate 
4. On the motion to postpone, the question of postponement is 

open to debate, but the main question is not. 
5. The motion to commit or recommit to committee is debatable 

as to the propriety of the reference, but the main question is not open to 
debate. 

6. The motion to amend is debatable on the amendments only and 
does not open the main question to debate. 

Seconding Motions 
7. All motions except for the previous questions (which shall be 

moved by not less than four Senators) may be made without a second. 
Recessing and Convening 

8. (a) A motion to recess shall always be in order, except when on 
the call for the previous question, the main question shall have been 
ordered to be now put, or when a Member has the floor and shall be 
decided without debate. 

(b) A motion to recess, adopted and not having a reconvening 
time, the Senate will meet the following day at 10:00 a.m. 

(c) The Senate shall not convene earlier than 8:00 a.m. unless the 
Senate adopts a motion that sets forth the need to convene earlier than 
8:00 a.m. 

(d) The Senate shall not recess later than 11:00 p.m. each session 
day unless the Senate adopts a motion that sets forth the need to recess 
later than 11:00 p.m. 

Motion for Previous Question 
9. Pending the consideration of any question before the Senate, a 

Senator may call for the previous question, and if seconded by four 
Senators, the President shall submit the question: "Shall the main ques-
tion now be put?" If a majority vote is in favor of it, the main question 
shall be ordered, the effect of which shall cut off all further amendments 
and debate, and bring the Senate to a direct vote first upon the pending 
amendments and motions, if there be any, then upon the main proposi-
tion. The previous question may be ordered on any pending amendment 
or motion before the Senate. 
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Motion to Lay on Table 
10. The motion to lay on the table is not debatable and the effect 

of the adoption of this motion is to place on the table the pending ques-
tion and everything adhering to it. Questions laid on the table remain 
there for the entire session unless taken up before the session closes. 

Motion to Take from Table 
11. A motion to take from the table, a bill or other subject, is in 

order under the same order of business in which the matter was tabled. 
It shall be decided without debate or amendment. 

Reconsideration 
12. When a question has once been made and carried in the affir-

mative or negative, it shall be in order to move the reconsideration 
thereof. When the Senate has been equally divided on a question, or a 
bill shall have failed to pass, by reason of not having received the num-
ber of votes required by the Constitution, it shall be in order to move the 
reconsideration thereof. 

Provided, however, that no motion for the reconsideration of any 
vote shall be in order after a bill, resolution, report, amendment or mo-
tion upon which the vote was taken shall have gone out of the posses-
sion of the Senate. 

Provided, further, that no motion for reconsideration shall be in 
order unless made on the same day on which the vote was taken, or 
within the next five days of voting session of the Senate thereafter. 

A motion to reconsider the same question a third time is not in 
order. 

When a bill, resolution, report, amendment, order, or communica-
tion, upon which a vote has been taken, shall have gone out of the pos-
session of the Senate and been sent to the House of Representatives or 
to the Governor, the motion to reconsider shall not be in order until a 
resolution has been passed to request the House or Governor to return 
the same and the same shall have been returned to the possession of the 
Senate. 

XII BILLS 
Passage of Bills 

1. (a) No law shall be passed except by bill, and no bill shall be so 
altered or amended, on its passage through either House, as to change 
its original purpose. (Const. Art. 3, Sec. 1) 

(b) No alteration or amendment shall be considered which is not 
appropriate and closely allied to the original purpose of the bill. If a bill 
has been amended after being reported by the Appropriations Commit-
tee and if the amendment may require the expenditure of Common-
wealth funds or funds of a political subdivision or cause a loss of reve-
nue to the Commonwealth or a political subdivision, the Appropriations 
Committee shall make a fiscal note reflecting the impact of the amend-
ment available to the Senators. 

Reference and Printing 
2. No bill shall be considered unless referred to a committee, 

printed for the use of the members and returned therefrom. (Const. Art. 
3, Sec. 2) 

Form of Bills 
3. No bill shall be passed containing more than one subject, which 

shall be clearly expressed in its title, except a general appropriation bill 
or a bill codifying or compiling the law or a part thereof. (Const. Art. 
3, Sec. 3) 

Consideration of Bills 
4. Every bill shall be considered on three different days in each 

House. All amendments made thereto shall be printed for the use of the 
members before the final vote is taken on the bill and before the final 
vote is taken, upon written request addressed to the presiding officer of 
either House by at least twenty-five per cent of the Members elected to 
that House, any bill shall be read at length in that House. No bill shall 
become a law, unless on its final passage the vote is taken by yeas and 
nays, the names of the persons voting for and against it are entered on 
the Journal, and a majority of the Members elected to each House is 
recorded thereon as voting in its favor. (Const. Art. 3, Sec. 4) 

Local and Special Bills 
5. No local or special bill shall be passed unless notice of the inten-

tion to apply therefor shall have been published in the locality where the 
matter or the thing to be effected may be situated, which notice shall be 
at least thirty days prior to the introduction into the General Assembly 
of such bill and in the manner to be provided by law; the evidence of 
such notice having been published, shall be exhibited in the General 
Assembly, before such act shall be passed. (Const. Art. 3, Sec. 7) 

Revenue Bills 

6. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the House of Rep-
resentatives, but the Senate may propose amendments as in other bills. 
(Const. Art. 3, Sec. 10) 

Appropriation Bills 
7. (a) The general appropriation bill shall embrace nothing but 

appropriations for the executive, legislative and judicial departments of 
the Commonwealth, for the public debt and for public schools. All other 
appropriations shall be made by separate bills, each embracing but one 
subject. (Const. Art. 3, Sec. 11) 

(b) No appropriation shall be made for charitable, educational or 
benevolent purposes to any person or community nor to any denomina-
tion and sectarian institution, corporation or association: Provided, That 
appropriations may be made for pensions or gratuities for military ser-
vice and to blind persons twenty-one years of age and upwards and for 
assistance to mothers having dependent children and to aged persons 
without adequate means of support and in the form of scholarship grants 
or loans for higher educational purposes to residents of the Common-
wealth enrolled in institutions of higher learning except that no scholar-
ship, grants or loans for higher educational purposes shall be given to 
persons enrolled in a theological seminary or school of theology. 
(Const. Art. 3, Sec. 29) 

Charitable and Educational Appropriations 
8. No appropriation shall be made to any charitable or educational 

institution not under the absolute control of the Commonwealth, other 
than normal schools established by law for the professional training of 
teachers for the public schools of the State, except by a vote of two-
thirds of all the members elected to each House. (Const. Art. 3, Sec. 30) 

Land Transfer Legislation 
8.1. No bills granting or conveying Commonwealth land or taking 

title thereto shall be reported by any committee of the Senate unless 
there has been filed with the Secretary-Parliamentarian and the Chair of 
the Reporting Committee, a memorandum from the Department of 
General Services indicating the use to which the property is presently 
employed, the full consideration for the transfer, if any, a departmental 
appraisal of the property, including its valuation and a list of recorded 
liens and encumbrances, if any, the use to which the property will be 
employed upon its transfer, the date by which the land is needed for its 
new use, and the senatorial district or districts in which the land is lo-
cated. The memorandum shall be filed within 60 days after a request is 
made for same and contain a statement by a responsible person in the 
Department of General Services indicating whether or not the depart-
ments involved favor the transfer which is the subject of the bill under 
consideration. 

8.2. No amendment granting or conveying Commonwealth land or 
taking title thereto shall be considered by the Senate unless there has 
been filed with the Secretary-Parliamentarian and the Chair of the com-
mittee reporting the bill, a memorandum from the Department of Gen-
eral Services indicating the use to which the property is presently em-
ployed, the full consideration for the transfer, if any, a departmental 
appraisal of the property, including its valuation and a list of recorded 
liens and encumbrances, if any, the use to which the property will be 
employed upon its transfer, the date by which the land is needed for its 
new use, the senatorial district or districts in which the land is located 
and a statement by a responsible person in the Department of General 
Services indicating whether or not the departments involved favor the 
transfer which is the subject of the amendment under consideration. The 
sponsor of the amendment may request the memorandum from the 
Department of General Services. 

Consideration - Second Regular Session 
9. All bills, joint resolutions, resolutions, concurrent resolutions, 

or other matters pending before the Senate upon the recess of a first 
regular session convening in an odd-numbered year shall maintain their 
status and be pending before a second regular session convening in an 
even-numbered year but not beyond adjournment sine die or November 
30th of such year, whichever first occurs. 

Introduction 
10. All bills shall be introduced in quadruplicate. A sponsor may 

be added after a bill has been printed but the addition of sponsors shall 
not require that the bill be reprinted. All bills shall be examined by the 
Legislative Reference Bureau for correctness as to form and shall be 
imprinted with the stamp of the Bureau before being filed with the 
Secretary-Parliamentarian for introduction. 

Character of Bills to be Introduced 
11. No Member shall introduce, nor shall any committee report 



578 	 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE 
	

JUNE 7, 

any bill for the action of the Senate, proposing to legislate upon any of 
the subjects prohibited by Article III, section 32 of the Constitution. 

Printing of Amended Bills 
12. All bills reported or re-reported from committee, if amended 

by the committee, and all bills on the Calendar, if amended by the Sen-
ate, shall be reprinted and a new printer's number assigned thereto be-
fore any action is taken thereon. 

No bill or joint resolution re-reported from committee as amended 
shall be voted on final passage until at least six hours have elapsed from 
the time of the committee report. 

First Consideration 
13. Bills on first consideration shall not be subject to amendment, 

debate or a vote thereon. 
Second Consideration 

14. Bills on second consideration may be subject to amendment, 
debate and a vote thereon. 

Third Consideration and Final Passage 
15. (a) Bills on third consideration may be amended and are sub-

ject to debate. Bills on final passage may not be amended but are open 
to debate. The vote on final passage shall be taken by a roll call. The 
names of the Senators voting for and against shall be recorded, entered 
in the Journal and posted on the Internet website maintained by the 
Senate. No bill shall be declared passed unless a majority of all Senators 
elected to the Senate shall be recorded as voting for the same. 

(b) No bill which may require an expenditure of Commonwealth 
funds or funds of any political subdivision or cause a loss of revenue to 
the Commonwealth or any political subdivision shall be given third 
consideration on the Calendar until it has been referred to the Appropri-
ations Committee and a fiscal note attached thereto. 

(b.1) In obtaining the information required by these Rules, the 
Appropriations Committee may utilize the services of the Budget Office 
and any other State agency as may be necessary. 

(b.2) No bills appropriating money for charitable or benevolent 
purposes shall be considered finally until after the general appropriation 
bill shall have been reported from committee. 

16. (a) It shall not be in order, by suspension of this Rule or other-
wise, to consider a bill on final passage unless it is printed, together 
with amendments, if any, and made available to the Senators. 

(b) No bill or joint resolution amended on third consideration shall 
be voted on final passage until at least six hours have elapsed from the 
time of adoption of the amendment. 

Pre-Filing of Bills, Joint Resolutions 
and Resolutions 

17. Any Senator or Senator-elect may file bills, joint resolutions 
and resolutions with the Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate com-
mencing on December 15 of each even-numbered year. The Secretary-
Parliamentarian of the Senate shall number the bills, joint resolutions 
and resolutions and shall have them available for distribution. Upon the 
naming of the committees of the Senate at the convening of a First 
Regular Session, the President Pro Tempore shall refer all prefiled mea-
sures to the proper committee within 14 calendar days. 

Normal Filing of Bills, Joint Resolutions 
and Resolutions 

18. Senators may introduce bills, joint resolutions and resolutions 
by filing the same with the Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate. The 
Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate shall number the bills, joint 
resolutions and resolutions and shall notify the President Pro Tempore 
of the fact of such filing. 

Referral to Committee by President Pro Tempore 
19. Every bill, joint resolution and resolution introduced by a Sen-

ator or received from the House of Representatives shall be referred by 
the President Pro Tempore to the appropriate committee within 14 cal-
endar days. Upon referral, the Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate 
shall deliver the bills, joint resolutions and resolutions to the commit-
tees to which they have been referred. The Secretary-Parliamentarian 
of the Senate shall have the bills, joint resolutions and resolutions avail-
able for distribution. 

XIII AMENDMENTS 
When in Order 

1. Amendments shall be in order when a bill is reported or re-re-
ported from committee, on second consideration and on third consider-
ation. No amendments shall be received by the presiding officer or 
considered by the Senate which destroys the general sense of the origi-
nal bill, or is not appropriate and closely allied to the original purpose  

of the bill. Any Member, upon request, must be furnished a copy of a 
proposed amendment and be given a reasonable opportunity to consider 
same before being required to vote thereon. 

2. Amendments offered on the floor shall be read by the clerk and 
stated by the presiding officer to the Senate before being acted upon. 
Amendments shall be presented with at least four typewritten copies 
obtained through the Legislative Reference Bureau, which shall have 
the Sponsor identified. No amendment may be considered by the Senate 
until the Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate has posted the amend-
ment on the Internet website maintained by the Senate. 

3. Amendments to bills or other main motions or questions before 
the Senate may be tabled. When an amendment proposed to any bill or 
other main motion or question before the Senate is laid on the table, it 
shall not carry with it or prejudice the bill, main motion or question. A 
motion to take an amendment from the table shall only be in order if the 
bill or other main motion or question remains before the Senate for 
decision. The motion to take an amendment from the table is not debat-
able and shall have the same precedence as the motion to amend. 

Amendments Reconsidering-Revert to Prior Print 
4. Amendments adopted or defeated may not be again considered 

without reconsidering the vote by which said amendments were adopted 
or defeated, unless a majority vote of the Senators present shall decide 
to revert to a prior printer's number. If such a motion is made to a bill 
on third consideration and carried it shall not be in order to vote on the 
final passage of said bill until a copy of the reverted printer's number is 
made available to the Senators. 

Concurrence in House Amendments 
5. (a) No amendments to bills by the House shall be concurred in 

by the Senate, except by the vote of a majority of the Members elected 
to the Senate, taken by yeas and nays. (Const. Art. 3, Sec. 5) 

(b) If a bill on concurrence contains an amendment which may 
require the expenditure of Commonwealth funds or funds of a political 
subdivision or cause a loss of revenue to the Commonwealth or a politi-
cal subdivision, the bill may not be voted finally until a fiscal note re-
flecting the impact of the amendment is made available to the Senators. 

6. (a) Any bill or resolution containing House amendments which 
is returned to the Senate shall be referred to the Committee on Rules 
and Executive Nominations immediately upon the reading of the com-
munication by the clerk. The consideration of any bill or resolution 
containing House amendments may include the amendment of House 
amendments by the Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations. 
The vote on concurring in amendments by the House to bills or resolu-
tions amended by the House shall not be taken until said bills or resolu-
tions have been favorably reported, as committed or as amended, by the 
Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations and have been placed 
on the desks of the Senators and particularly referred to on their calen-
dars. 

(b) Unless the Majority Leader and the Minority Leader shall agree 
otherwise, the offering of an amendment to House amendments in the 
Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations shall not be in order 
until at least one hour after the filing of a copy of the amendment as 
prepared by the Legislative Reference Bureau with the office of the 
Secretary-Parliamentarian. Upon the filing of such an amendment, the 
Secretary-Parliamentarian shall immediately time stamp the amendment 
and forward a time-stamped copy of the amendment to the offices of the 
Majority Leader and the Minority Leader. Except as provided in this 
subsection, it shall not be in order to suspend or otherwise waive the 
requirements of this subsection. 

XIV COMMITTEES 
Standing Committees 

1. There shall be the following permanent Standing Committees, 
the Chair, the Vice-Chair and members thereof to be appointed by the 
President Pro Tempore as soon as possible after the election of the 
President Pro Tempore in sessions convening in odd-numbered years or 
such other times as may be necessary. The composition of each Stand-
ing Committee shall reasonably reflect the caucus composition of the 
Senate membership. 

Aging and Youth -- 10 members 
Agriculture and Rural Affairs -- 10 members 
Appropriations -- 23 members 
Banking and Insurance -- 13 members 
Communications and Technology -- 10 members 
Community, Economic and Recreational Development -- 13 

members 
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Consumer Protection and Professional Licensure -- 13 members 
Education -- 10 members 
Environmental Resources and Energy -- 10 members 
Finance -- 10 members 
Game and Fisheries -- 10 members 
Intergovernmental Operations -- 10 members 
Judiciary -- 13 members 
Labor and Industry -- 10 members 
Law and Justice -- 10 members 
Local Government -- 10 members 
Public Health and Welfare -- 10 members 
Rules and Executive Nominations -- 16 members 
State Government -- 10 members 
Transportation -- 13 members 
Urban Affairs and Housing -- 10 members 
Veterans Affairs and Emergency Preparedness -- 10 members 

Subcommittees 
2. Each standing committee or the chair thereof may appoint, from 

time to time, a subcommittee to study or investigate a matter falling 
within the jurisdiction of the standing committee or to consider a bill or 
resolution referred to it. A Subcommittee may hold public hearings only 
with the prior permission of its standing committee. Subcommittees 
shall be regulated by the Senate Rules of Procedure and shall be in 
existence for only that time necessary to complete their assignments and 
report to their standing committees. 

Members-ex-officio 
3. (a) The President Pro Tempore shall be an ex-officio voting 

Member of all standing committees and any subcommittees that may be 
established and shall not be included in the number of committee mem-
bers herein provided. However, the President Pro Tempore shall not be 
an ex-officio Member of the Committee on Ethics and Official Conduct. 

(b) The Majority Leader and the Minority Leader shall each be an 
ex-officio member of the Committee on Appropriations and shall not be 
included in the number of members of the committee provided herein. 

(c) The Majority Leader shall serve as Chair of the Committee on 
Rules and Executive Nominations and the Minority Leader shall serve 
as the Minority Chair. 

Committees' Function Between Sessions 
4. Standing committees shall exist and function both during and 

between sessions. Such power shall not extend beyond November 30th 
of any even-numbered year. 

Powers and Responsibilities 
5. Standing committees are authorized: 
(a) To maintain a continuous review of the work of the Common-

wealth agencies concerned with their subject areas and the performance 
of the functions of government within each such subject area, and for 
this purpose to request reports from time to time, in such form as the 
standing committee shall designate, concerning the operation of any 
Commonwealth agency and presenting any proposal or recommenda-
tion such agency may have with regard to existing laws or proposed 
legislation in its subject area. The standing committee is authorized to 
require public officials and employees and private individuals to appear 
before the standing committee for the purpose of submitting informa-
tion to it. 

(b) In order to carry out its duties, each standing committee is 
empowered with the right and authority to inspect and investigate the 
books, records, papers, documents, data, operation, and physical plant 
of any public agency in this Commonwealth. 

(c) In order to carry out its duties, each standing committee may 
issue subpoenas, subpoenas duces tecum and other necessary process to 
compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of any books, 
letters or other documentary evidence desired by the committee. The 
chair may administer oaths and affirmations in the manner prescribed 
by law to witnesses who shall appear before the committee to testify. 

Notice of Meetings 
6. (a) The chair of a committee, or, in the absence of the chair, the 

vice-chair, with the approval of the chair, shall provide each member of 
the committee with written notice of committee meetings, which shall 
include the date, time and location of the meeting and the number of 
each bill, resolution or other matter which may be considered. During 
session, notice of meetings of standing committees shall be published 
daily. Notice shall be delivered by the chair to the Secretary-Parliamen-
tarian's office in writing by the end of the session on the day preceding 
its intended publication. 

(b) Whenever the chair of any standing committee shall refuse to 
call a regular meeting, then a majority plus one of the members of the 
standing committee may vote to call a meeting by giving two days 
written notice to the Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate, setting the 
time and place for such meeting. Such notice shall be read in the Senate 
and the same posted by the Secretary-Parliamentarian in the Senate. 
Thereafter, the meeting shall be held at the time and place specified in 
the notice. In addition, any such meeting shall comply with all provi-
sions of 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 (relating to open meetings) relative to notice 
of meetings. 

(c) When the majority plus one of the members of a standing com-
mittee believe that a certain bill or resolution in the possession of the 
standing committee should be considered and acted upon by such com-
mittee, they may request the chair to include the same as part of the 
business of a committee meeting. Should the chair refuse such request, 
the membership may require that such bill be considered by written 
motion made and approved by a majority plus one vote of the entire 
membership to which the committee is entitled. 

7. A committee meeting, or hearing for which notice has not been 
published as provided in section 6(a), may be held during a session only 
if approval is granted by the Majority and Minority Leaders and if no-
tice of the bills to be considered is given during session. 

Bills Recommitted 
8. Any bill or resolution reported by any standing committee with-

out prior notice having been given as required by these Rules shall be 
recommitted to the committee reporting the same. 

Public Meetings or Hearings 
9. (a) The chair of a standing committee may hold hearings open 

to the public and in doing so shall make a public announcement in writ-
ing prior to the date of the hearing of the date and time, the location and 
the subject matter of the hearing. 

(b) The chair of a standing committee shall have the power to 
designate whether or not a meeting of the committee for the purpose of 
transacting committee business shall be open to the public or shall be 
held in executive session and therefore closed to the public, but no 
matters may be considered in executive session for which an open meet-
ing is required under 65 Pa.C.S. Ch. 7 (relating to open meetings). 

10. All standing committees may have their hearings reported and 
transcribed if payment for such service is being made from committee 
funds. If payment is expected to be made from a source other than com-
mittee funds, approval must be first obtained from the President Pro 
Tempore. 

Quorum of Committee 
II. A committee is actually assembled only when a quorum consti-

tuting a majority of the members of that committee is present in person. 
A majority of the quorum of the whole committee shall be required to 
report any bill, resolution or other matter to the floor for action by the 
whole Senate. 

Quorum of Subcommittee 
12. A subcommittee is actually assembled only when a quorum 

constituting a majority of the members of that subcommittee is present 
in person. A majority of the quorum of the whole subcommittee shall 
be required to report any bill, resolution or other matter to the commit-
tee. 

Discharging Committees 
13. (a) No standing committee shall be discharged from consider-

ation of any bill, resolution or other matter within ten legislative days 
of its reference to committee without the unanimous consent of the 
Senate or after such ten-day period except by majority vote of all mem-
bers elected to the Senate. 

(b) Such discharge shall be by resolution which shall lie over one 
day for consideration upon introduction and which may be considered 
under the Order of Business of Resolutions on the Calendar. 

XV COMMITTEE OFFICERS 
Chair - Ex-officio 

1. The Chair of each standing committee shall be ex-officio a 
member of each subcommittee that may be established as part of the 
standing committee, with the right to attend meetings of the subcommit-
tee and vote on any matter before the subcommittee. 

Calling Committee to Order 
2. The Chair, or, if authorized by the Chair, the Vice-Chair shall 

call the committee to order at the hour provided by these Rules. Upon 
the appearance of a quorum, the committee shall proceed with the order 
of business. Any member of the committee may question the existence 
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of a quorum. 
Chair Control of the Committee Room 

3. The Chair, or, if authorized by the Chair, the Vice-Chair shall 
preserve order and decorum and shall have general control of the com-
mittee room. In case of a disturbance or disorderly conduct in the com-
mittee room, the Chair, or, if authorized by the Chair, the Vice-Chair 
may cause the same to be cleared. The use of cell phones and similar 
portable communication devices within any Senate committee room by 
other than members of the Senate or their staffs is strictly prohibited. 

Chairs Authority to Sign Notices, etc. 
Decide Questions of Order 

4. The Chair shall sign all notices, vouchers, subpoenas or reports 
required or permitted by these Rules. The Chair shall decide all ques-
tions of order relative to parliamentary procedure, subject to an appeal 
by any member of the committee. 

Vote of Chair, Vice-Chair 
5. The Chair and Vice-Chair shall vote on all matters before such 

committee provided that the name of the Chair shall be called last. 
Performance of Duties by Vice-Chair 

6. Upon the death of the Chair, the Vice-Chair shall perform the 
duties of the office until and unless the President Pro Tempore shall 
appoint a successor. Upon and during disability, or incapacity of the 
Chair, the Vice-Chair shall perform the Chairs duties. 

Chairs Duty to Report 
7. The Chair shall report any bill to the floor of the Senate not later 

than the second legislative day after the committees vote to report it. 
XVI COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Members, Attendance, Voting 
1. Every member of a committee shall be in attendance during 

each of its meetings, unless excused or necessarily prevented, and shall 
vote on each question, except that no member of a committee shall be 
required or permitted to vote on any questions immediately concerning 
that member's direct personal, private or pecuniary interest. 

2. The Chair may excuse any Senator for just cause from atten-
dance during the meetings of the committee for any stated period. 

3. Any member of a committee who is otherwise engaged in legis-
lative duties may have the member's vote recorded on bills, resolutions 
or other matters pending before the committee by communicating in 
writing to the Chair the inability to attend and the manner in which the 
member desires to be voted on bills, resolutions or other matters pend-
ing before the committee. 

XVII COMMITTEE VOTING 
Taking the Vote 

1. The Chair shall announce the results of all votes to report a bill 
or resolution or a vote regarding an executive nomination. All votes 
shall be open to the public and shall be posted on the Internet website 
maintained by the Senate within 24 hours. 

2. In all cases where the committee vote shall be equally divided, 
the question falls. 

XVIII MOTIONS IN COMMITTEES 
I. All motions made in committee shall be governed and take the 

same precedence as those set forth in these Rules. 
XIX CONFERENCE COMMITTEES 

I. The President Pro Tempore shall appoint three Senators to com-
prise a Committee of Conference. Two shall be from the majority party 
and one from the minority party. 

2. The deliberations of the committee shall be confined to the 
subject of difference between the two Houses, unless both Houses shall 
direct a free conference. 

Report of Conference Committee 
3. (a) The report of a Committee of Conference shall be prepared 

in triplicate by the Legislative Reference Bureau and shall be signed by 
the members or a majority of the members of each committee compris-
ing the Committee of Conference. Every report of a Committee of Con-
ference shall be printed together with the bill as amended by the com-
mittee, made available to the Senators and shall be particularly referred 
to on their calendars before action shall be taken on such report. No 
report of a Committee of Conference may be adopted by the Senate 
until at least six hours have elapsed from the time of adoption of the 
report by the Committee of Conference. 

(b) A report of a Committee of Conference which requires the 
expenditure of Commonwealth funds or funds of a political subdivision 
or causes a loss of revenue to the Commonwealth or a political subdivi- 

sion shall have a fiscal note attached before the report is finally adopted 
by the Senate. 

Report of Conference Committee - Adoption 
4. Reports of committees of conference shall be adopted only by 

the vote of a majority of the members elected to the Senate, taken by 
yeas and nays. (Const. Art. 3, Sec. 5) 

XX VOTING 
Senators Must be Present 

1. Every Senator shall be present within the Senate Chamber dur-
ing the sessions of the Senate, and shall be recorded as voting on each 
question stated from the Chair which requires a roll call vote unless the 
Senator is on leave, is duly excused or is unavoidably prevented from 
attending session. The refusal of any Senator to vote as provided by this 
Rule shall be deemed a contempt of the Senate. 

Voting Required 
2. Except as may be otherwise provided by this Rule, no Senator 

shall be permitted to vote on any question unless the Senator is present 
in the Senate Chamber at the time the roll is being called, or prior to the 
announcement of the vote. 

Capitol Leave 
(a) A Senator who is performing a legislative duty in the Harris-

burg area, which is defined in the Financial Operating Rules of the 
Senate as within Dauphin County or otherwise within a 10-mile radius 
of the Capitol, may, upon request during session, be granted a Capitol 
Leave by the Senate and may be voted by the Senator's respective floor 
leader. A specific reason for the Capitol Leave must be given in writing 
by the Senator. The Capital Leave request shall be communicated to the 
Senator's respective floor whip for transmission to the respective floor 
leader prior to the beginning of a roll call vote. All written Capitol 
Leave requests shall be transmitted by the respective floor leaders to the 
Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate for retention in accordance with 
Rule VI 3.(c) within 24 hours of the conclusion of the legislative day in 
which leave was requested. 

Legislative Leave 
(b) A Senator who is performing a legislative duty outside of the 

Harrisburg area may, upon request during session, be granted a Legisla-
tive Leave by the Senate and may be voted by the Senator's respective 
floor leader. A specific reason for the Legislative Leave must be given 
in writing by the Senator. The Legislative Leave request shall be com-
municated to the Senator's respective floor whip for transmission to the 
respective floor leader prior to the beginning of a roll call vote. All 
written Legislative Leave requests shall be transmitted by the respective 
floor leaders to the Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate for retention 
in accordance with Rule VI 3.(c) within 24 hours of the conclusion of 
the legislative day in which leave was requested. 

Military Leave 
(c) A Senator who is on active duty or in training with a reserve 

component of the armed forces of the United States or the Pennsylvania 
National Guard or Air National Guard may be granted a military leave. 
A Senator requesting military leave shall submit a leave request to the 
Senator's respective floor leader who shall transmit the request to the 
Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate on behalf of the Senator re-
questing leave within 24 hours of the conclusion of the legislative day 
in which leave was requested. 

Personal Leave 
(d) A Senator who is absent for any purpose other than those set 

forth in these Rules may be granted a personal leave. A Senator on 
personal leave shall not be voted on any question before the Senate or 
on any question before any committee of the Senate. A Senator request-
ing personal leave shall submit a leave request to the Senator's respec-
tive floor leader who shall transmit the request to the Secretary-Parlia-
mentarian of the Senate on behalf of the Senator requesting leave within 
24 hours of the conclusion of the legislative day in which leave was 
requested. 

Excused from Voting 
3. (a) A Senator desiring to be excused from voting due to a di-

rect, personal, private or pecuniary interest in any question or bill pro-
posed or pending before the Senate, shall seek a ruling from the presid-
ing officer. 

(b) Senators who seek a ruling on whether they have a direct, per-
sonal, private or pecuniary interest in any question or bill proposed or 
pending before the Senate shall, after the Senator is recognized by the 
presiding officer, make a brief statement of the reasons for making the 
request and ask the presiding officer to decide whether or not the Sena- 
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tor must vote. The question shall be decided by the presiding officer 
without debate. 

Changing Vote 
4. No Senator may vote or change a vote after the result is an-

nounced by the Chair. Before the announcement of the final result, 
however, a Senator may change a vote, or may vote, if previously ab-
sent from the Chamber. Should a Senator be erroneously recorded on 
any vote, the Senator may at any time, with the permission of the Sen-
ate, make a statement to that effect which shall be entered in the Jour-
nal. Similarly, should the Senator be absent when a vote is taken on any 
question, the Senator may later, with the permission of the Senate, make 
a statement for entry upon the Journal, indicating how the Senator 
would have voted had the Senator been present when the roll was taken 
and the reasons therefor shall be submitted in writing or delivered orally 
not to exceed live minutes. 

Persons Allowed at Desk During Roll Call 
5. No Senator or other person, except the Majority or Minority 

Leader or other persons designated by them, shall be permitted at the 
Reading Clerk's desk during the recording, counting or verification of 
a roll call vote. 

Two-Thirds Vote 
6. When bills or other matters which require a two-thirds vote are 

under consideration, the concurrence of two-thirds of all the Senators 
elected shall not be requisite to decide any question or amendment short 
of the final question and on any question short of the final one, a major-
ity of Senators voting shall be sufficient to pass the same. 

Majority Vote Defined 
7. A majority of the Senators elected shall mean a majority of the 

Senators elected, living, sworn and seated. 
Majority Vote 

8. When bills or other matters which require a vote of the majority 
of Senators elected are under consideration, the concurrence of a major-
ity of all the Senators elected shall not be requisite to decide any ques-
tion or amendment short of the final question; and, on any question 
short of a final one, a majority of Senators voting shall be sufficient to 
pass the same. 

Announcement of Vote 
9. Upon completion of a roll call vote or a voice vote the result 

shall be announced immediately unless the Majority or Minority Leader 
requests a delay. 

Explanation of Vote 
10. Any Senator may, with the consent of the Senate, make an 

explanation of a vote on any question and have the explanation printed 
in the Journal. 

Tie Vote 
11. In the case of a tie vote, the President of the Senate may cast 

a vote to break the tie so long as by doing so it does not violate any 
provisions of the Constitution of Pennsylvania. In the event there is a tie 
vote on a question requiring a constitutional majority, the question falls. 

Verifying Vote 
12. Any Senator may demand a verification of a vote immediately 

upon the completion of a roll call or after the announcement of the vote 
by the presiding officer. In verifying a vote, the Clerk shall first read the 
affirmative roll at which time any additions or corrections shall be 
made. Upon the completion and verification of the affirmative roll call, 
the Clerk shall proceed with the reading of the negative roll at which 
time any additions or corrections shall be made. Upon the completion 
and verification of the negative roll call, the roll call shall be declared 
verified. It shall not be in order for a Senator to change a vote after the 
verified roll call is announced. A demand for a verification shall not be 
in order when all Senators vote one way. The demand for a verification 
of a vote is not debatable. 

Voice Vote 
13. Unless otherwise ordered or demanded, a voice vote may be 

taken. Any Senator who doubts the accuracy of a voice vote may de-
mand a roll call vote. Such request must be made immediately upon the 
announcement of the vote by the presiding officer and shall not be in 
order after other business has intervened. The demand for a verification 
of a voice vote shall not be in order. 

XXI CORRESPONDENTS 
Admission to Senate Press Gallery 

1. Admission to the Senate Press Gallery shall be limited to mem-
bers in good standing of the Pennsylvania Legislative Correspondents 
Association and to other members of the press as determined by the 

President Pro Tempore. Seating shall be available on a first-come-first-
served basis. 

Photographs in Senate Chamber 
2. Photographers may be authorized by the President Pro Tempore 

to take still photographs in the Senate. 
3. No still photographs shall be taken in the Senate during sessions 

without prior notice to the Senators. When possible, such notice shall 
be given at the beginning of the session during which the still photo-
graphs are scheduled to be taken. 

Order and Decorum of Press 
4. Persons seated in the Senate Press Gallery shall be dressed ap-

propriately and shall, at all times, refrain from loud talking or causing 
any disturbance which tends to interrupt the proceedings of the Senate. 

5. Persons seated in the Senate Press Gallery shall not walk onto 
the floor of the Senate nor approach the rostrum or the clerk's desk 
during session or while being at ease. 

XXII RADIO AND TELEVISION 
1. Filming, videotaping, televising or broadcasting of Senate ses-

sions shall be permitted as provided in these Rules. 
2. Nothing in this Rule shall be construed to prohibit any licensed 

radio station or television station from broadcasting a session from the 
Senate or any part thereof provided that the signal originates from the 
Senate-operated audio-visual system which transmits Senate session 
activity to the offices in the Main Capitol and environs. 

XXIII VIDEO FEED AND AUDIO FEED 
Responsibilities of the Chief Clerk 

1. The Chief Clerk of the Senate, in consultation with the 
Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate, shall provide a video feed and 
an audio feed of Senate floor activity. 

2. The Chief Clerk of the Senate shall be responsible for the acqui-
sition, installation and maintenance of equipment required to provide 
the video feed and the audio feed, and for the continued development 
and operation of the feeds, including the hiring of the necessary person-
nel. 

3. All equipment required to produce the video feed and audio feed 
shall be operated by Senate personnel. Nothing in any contract entered 
into by the Office of the Chief Clerk regarding installation or mainte-
nance of equipment shall permit any control over the video cameras and 
microphones in the Senate Chamber to be exercised by anyone but the 
appropriate Senate officers and employees. 

Sessions Provided Free of Charge 
4. Continuous broadcast of Senate sessions shall be provided free 

of charge to any licensed television station, radio station or cable televi-
sion outlet and shall further be available through the Senate's website. 

5. The Senate Committee on Management Operations may autho-
rize providing the video feed and audio feed free of charge to other 
entities. 

Funding 
6. Funding for the implementation and operation of the broadcast-

ing system shall be provided through Senate appropriations as desig-
nated by the President Pro Tempore. 

Scope of Video and Audio Feeds 
7. The video feed and audio feed shall provide a complete, 

unedited record of what is said on the floor of the Senate and shall be 
free from commentary. 

8. To the extent possible, only the presiding officer and the persons 
actually speaking shall be covered by the video cameras and micro-
phones. 

9. During roll call votes and other votes, the video cameras shall 
be focused on the presiding officer or the appropriate clerks until the 
announcement of the vote tabulation by the presiding officer. 

10. During recesses of the Senate or when the Senate is at ease, the 
video feed and audio feed shall be turned off. 

Restrictions on Video and Audio Feeds 
11. The video feed and audio feed, and any television or radio 

coverage thereof, shall not be made available or used for political or 
campaign purposes, whether in paid political advertisements or other-
wise. Use of the video feed and audio feed shall be subject to all Federal 
and State laws relating to elections and campaign practices. 

12. The video feed and audio feed, and any television or radio 
coverage thereof, shall not be used in any commercial advertisement. 

13. Any live coverage of the Senate shall be without and presented 
without any commercial sponsorship, except when it is part of a bona 
fide news program or public affairs program. 
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14. The President Pro Tempore or any other presiding officer shall 
be prohibited from ordering, without consent of the Senate, that any 
segment of a floor session not be broadcast or recorded. 

15. Except as provided in this paragraph, the President Pro Tern-
pore, any other presiding officer and any Senator, officer or employee 
of the Senate shall be prohibited from editing any portion of the video 
feed and audio feed described in this Rule. A Senator may post a video 
clip or audio clip of Senate session on an Internet website or provide a 
video clip or audio clip of Senate session for any television broadcast 
as long as the clip exclusively features the Senator who is posting or 
providing the clip. 

Other Recording Prohibited 
16. Except as provided in this Rule, any recording, filming, video-

taping, broadcasting or distribution of any session of the Senate, or any 
part thereof, in any form whatsoever is prohibited. 

17. Nothing in this Rule shall be construed to prohibit any licensed 
radio station from broadcasting a session from the Senate or any part 
thereof provided that the signal originates from the Senate-operated 
sound system which transmits Senate session activity to the offices in 
the Main Capitol and environs. 

Violations 
18. Any violation of this Rule shall be dealt with as directed by the 

Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations. 
Official Record 

19. The video feed and audio feed provided by the Senate shall not 
constitute an official record of Senate actions. The official record of 
Senate actions shall be contained in the Journals prepared by the 
Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate and approved by the Senate. 

XXIV WHO PRIVILEGED TO THE 
FLOOR OF THE SENATE 

1. With the exception of the Senate Gallery and the Senate Press 
Gallery, no person shall be admitted within the Senate Chamber during 
Senate sessions, unless invited by the President Pro Tempore or the 
Majority or Minority Leaders, During session, authorized staff with 
access to the Senate Chamber shall be limited and shall be restricted to 
the area immediately adjacent to the Majority and Minority Leaders' 
desks. Advice to Senators during debate shall be allowed only when the 
Senator is using the microphones at the leaders' desks. 

Rear Entrance Closed During Session 
2. No person or persons shall, during a session, be permitted to 

enter through the front or rear door of the Senate Chamber nor be pres-
ent in the rooms immediately to the rear of the Senate Chamber except 
for Senators, officers and employees expressly authorized. 

Telephone Facilities 
3. No person or persons other than Senators or their staff shall, at 

any time, be permitted to use the telephone facilities in or adjacent to 
the Senate Chamber. 

XXV RULES 
I. These Rules shall be in full force and effect until altered, 

changed, amended or repealed as provided herein. 
Dispensing with Rules 

2. The consent of a majority of the Senators elected shall be neces-
sary to suspend any Rule. 

Altering, Changing or Amending - Vote 
3. The consent of a majority of the Senators elected shall be neces-

sary to alter, change or amend these Rules. 
Alterations, Changing or Amending - Resolution 

4. All alterations, changes or amendments to Senate Rules shall be 
by resolution which shall not be considered unless first referred to and 
reported from the Rules Committee. 

XXVI MASON'S MANUAL OF LEGISLATIVE 
PROCEDURE TO GOVERN SENATE 

I. The Rules of Parliamentary Practice comprised in Mason's Man-
ual of Legislative Procedure shall govern the Senate in all cases to 
which they are applicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with 
the Standing Rules, Prior Decisions and Orders of the Senate. 

XXVII QUORUM 
Majority Constitutes a Quorum 

I. A majority of Senators elected shall constitute a quorum, but a 
smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and compel the atten-
dance of absent members. (Const. Art. 2, Sec. 10) 

When Less than a Quorum is Present 
2. When, upon a call, which may be demanded by not less than 

four Senators, it is found that less than a quorum is present, it shall be  

the duty of the presiding officer to order the doors of the Senate to be 
closed, and to direct the clerk to call the roll of the Senate and note the 
absentees after which the names of the absentees shall be again called. 
A Senator whose absence is not excused, or an insufficient excuse is 
made, may by order of a majority of the Senators present be sent for and 
taken into custody by the Sergeant-at-Arms, or assistant sergeants-at-
arms appointed for the purpose. Any unexcused Senator shall be 
brought before the bar of the Senate, where, unless excused by a major-
ity of the Senators present, shall be publicly reprimanded by the presid-
ing officer for neglect of duty. 

When Less than a Quorum Vote But Present 
3. When less than a quorum vote upon any subject under the con-

sideration of the Senate, not less than four Senators may demand a call 
of the Senate, when it shall be the duty of the presiding officer to order 
the doors of the Senate to be closed and the roll of the Senators to be 
called. If it is ascertained that a quorum is present, either by answering 
to their names, or by their presence in the Senate, the presiding officer 
shall again order the yeas and nays; and, if any Senator present refuses 
to vote, the name or names of such Senator shall be entered on the Jour-
nal as "Present but not voting." Such refusal to vote shall be deemed a 
contempt; and, unless purged, the presiding officer shall direct the 
Sergeant-at-Arms to bring the Senator before the bar of the Senate, 
where the Senator shall be publicly reprimanded by the presiding offi-
cer. 

XX VIII EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 
Presentation and Reference 

I. All nominations by the Governor or the Attorney General shall 
be submitted to the Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate. All nomi-
nees shall file the financial statements required pursuant to 65 Pa.C.S. 
Ch. 11 (relating to ethics standards and financial disclosure) with the 
Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate. Copies of the nominations and 
financial statements shall be furnished by the Secretary-Parliamentarian 
of the Senate to the Majority and Minority Caucus Secretaries or their 
designees. 

2. Nominations shall, after being read, without a motion, be re-
ferred by the presiding officer to the Committee on Rules and Executive 
Nominations. After having been reported by the committee, the final 
question on every nomination shall be: "Will the Senate advise and 
consent to this nomination?" 

3. The Chair of the Committee on Rules and Executive Nomina-
tions shall designate an appropriate standing committee of the Senate 
to conduct a public hearing for nominees that have Statewide jurisdic-
tion and to which salaries are attached. The Committee on Rules and 
Executive Nominations shall refer those nominees to the designated 
committee for the purpose of holding a public hearing to scrutinize the 
qualifications of nominees and to report back its recommendations. 
Public hearings may be held for nominees for any other office. 

Information Concerning Nominations 
4. All information, communication or remarks made by a Senator 

when acting upon nominations in committee, concerning the character 
or qualifications of the person nominated, may be kept confidential. If, 
however, charges shall be made against a person nominated, the com-
mittee may, in its discretion, notify the nominee, but the name of the 
person making such charges shall not be disclosed. 

Consideration 
5. When the consideration of executive nominations is reached in 

the order of business, a Senator may make a motion to go into executive 
session for the purpose of confirming the nominations which have been 
reported from committee; and on the motion being agreed to, the nomi-
nation or nominations shall be considered until finally disposed of, 
unless the same shall be postponed by a majority of the Senate. 

Executive Session 
6. When in executive session, no communication shall be received 

from the Governor, unless it be relative to the nomination under consid-
eration, nor from the House of Representatives, nor shall any other 
business. 

Reconsideration 
7. When a nomination is confirmed or rejected by the Senate, any 

Senator may move for a reconsideration on the same day on which the 
vote was taken, or on either of the next two days of voting session of the 
Senate; but if a notification of the confirmation or rejection of a nomi-
nation shall have been sent to the Governor before the expiration of the 
time within which a motion to reconsider may be made, the motion to 
reconsider shall be accompanied by a motion to request the Governor 
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to return such notification to the Senate. A motion to reconsider the vote 
on a nomination may be laid on the table without prejudice to the nomi-
nation. 

XXIX RESOLUTIONS 
Introduction 

1. All resolutions, Senate and concurrent, shall be introduced by 
presenting four copies of the Resolution, with the sponsor identified, to 
the presiding officer. 

Consideration 
2. The following resolutions, after being read, shall be referred to 

an appropriate committee without debate unless by unanimous consent 
the Senate shall otherwise direct and, if favorably reported by the com-
mittee, shall lie over one day for consideration, after which they may be 
called up as, of course, under their appropriate order of business: 

(a) All Senate and House concurrent resolutions, excepting resolu-
tions in reference to adjournment sine die, recesses and those recalling 
bills from the Governor, which shall be regarded as privileged. 

(b) Resolutions containing calls for information from the heads of 
departments, or to alter the Rules. 

(c) Resolutions giving rise to debate, except those that relate to the 
disposition of matters immediately before the Senate, those that relate 
to the business of the day on which they were offered, and those that 
relate to adjournment sine die or a recess. 

Printing in Senate History 
3. Congratulatory and condolence resolutions shall be given to the 

Secretary-Parliamentarian and shall be considered under the order of 
unfinished business in the daily order of business. 

4. All resolutions shall be adopted by a majority vote of the Sena-
tors present except as specifically provided for in these Rules. 

Joint Resolutions 
5. Joint Resolutions shall be limited to constitutional amendments 

and shall be adopted by a vote of a majority of the Senators elected to 
the Senate; 

A joint resolution when passed by both Houses shall not be trans-
mitted to the Governor for approval or disapproval but shall be filed in 
the Office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth in accordance with 
Article Xl, Section 1 of the Constitution of Pennsylvania. 

XXX GENERAL ACCESS TO THE SENATE 
FLOOR PROHIBITED 

1. The Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate shall cause the 
doors to the Senate Floor to be closed to all persons except those who 
are entitled to access under the Rules of the Senate. On days when the 
Senate is not in session, access to the Senate Floor by any person not 
connected with the Senate is prohibited. Other than the Senator, no 
person shall be permitted to occupy the seat of a Senator at any time. 

XXXI VETO 
Passing over Veto 

1. When any bill is not approved by the Governor, he shall return 
it with his objection to the House in which such bill originated. There-
upon such House shall enter the objections upon their Journal and pro-
ceed to reconsider it. If after such reconsideration, two-thirds of all the 
Members elected to that House shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be 
sent with the objections to the other House by which likewise it shall be 
reconsidered, and, if approved by two-thirds of all the members elected 
to that House, it shall become a law. (Const. Art. 4, Sec. 15) 

2. A bill vetoed in a first regular session and not finally acted upon 
may be brought up for consideration in a second regular session. 

XXXII DIVISION OF A QUESTION 
1. Any Senator may call for a division of a question by the Senate 

if the question includes points so distinct and separate that, one of them 
being taken away, the other will stand as a complete proposition. The 
motion to strike out and insert is indivisible. 

XXXIII COORDINATION WITH OTHER SENATE RULES 
I. Any use of Senate resources or time shall be governed by the 

Financial Operating Rules and the Ethical Conduct Rules of the Senate. 
XXXIV COMMITTEE ON ETHICS 

I. In addition to the committees created by Rule XV, there shall be 
a Senate Committee on Ethics which shall be composed of six members 
appointed by the President Pro Tempore. Three members shall be of the 
Majority Party and three members shall be of the Minority Party. The 
Minority Party members will be appointed on the recommendation of 
the Minority Leader. 

2. The Senate Committee on Ethics shall be organized as follows: 

(a) The President Pro Tempore shall appoint one of the Majority 
Party members as Chair and, on the recommendation of the Minority 
Leader, one of the Minority Party members as Vice-Chair. A quorum 
for this committee shall be four members and the committee shall have 
such duties, powers, procedure and jurisdiction as are prescribed and 
authorized in this Rule. 

(b) The chair shall notify all members of the committee at least 24 
hours in advance of the date, time and place of a meeting. Whenever the 
chair shall refuse to call a meeting, a majority of the committee may 
call a meeting by giving two days' written notice to the Majority Leader 
and the Minority Leader of the Senate setting forth the time and place 
for such meeting. A meeting commenced in this manner shall be held 
at the time and place specified in the notice. 

(c) Except as provided in section 10 of this Rule, all meetings of 
the committee shall be open to the public and notice of such meetings 
shall be given as generally provided in these rules for the convening of 
committees. 

(d) The committee may adopt rules of procedure for the orderly 
conduct of its affairs, investigations, hearings and meetings, which rules 
are not inconsistent with this Rule. 

3. The committee shall receive complaints against any Senator 
alleging unethical conduct in violation of a Senate Rule, statute or con-
stitutional provision governing the ethical conduct of a Senator. Any 
complaint filed with the committee shall be submitted in writing; be 
sworn or affirmed by the person filing the complaint and shall detail the 
alleged unethical conduct in question and specify the Rule, statute or 
constitutional provision allegedly violated. 

4. Upon receipt of a complaint that conforms with all the require-
ments of this Rule, the Senate Committee on Ethics shall review the 
complaint and determine whether or not a preliminary investigation is 
warranted within 30 days of receiving the complaint. For good cause, 
a majority of the members of the committee may vote to grant an addi-
tional 30 days to complete the committee's review. A frivolous or de 
minimis complaint may be dismissed by a majority of the members of 
the committee, with prejudice. The chair shall notify the complainant 
and the subject Senator of the disposition of a dismissed complaint. 

5. If it is determined by a majority of the members of the Senate 
Committee on Ethics that an ethical conduct violation may have oc-
curred, the Senator against whom the complaint has been brought shall 
be notified in writing and given a copy of the complaint. Within 15 days 
after receipt of the complaint, the Senator may file a written answer to 
the complaint with the committee. If no answer is filed, the complaint 
shall be deemed denied by the subject Senator. The lack of an answer 
shall not be deemed to be an admission or create an inference or pre-
sumption that the complaint is true. The lack of an answer shall not 
prohibit a majority of the members of the committee from either pro-
ceeding with a formal investigation or dismissing the complaint. 

6. The committee shall have 30 days from the date that receipt of 
the answer to the complaint is to be provided to complete its prelimi-
nary investigation. For good cause, a majority of the members of the 
committee may vote to grant an additional 30 days to complete the 
committee's review. The committee may employ an independent coun-
sel to conduct a preliminary investigation. Upon conclusion of the pre-
liminary investigation, by vote of a majority of the members of the 
committee, the committee shall determine whether to proceed with a 
formal investigation, which may include hearings. In the event that the 
committee vote is equally divided, the question falls. If the committee 
does not decide to proceed to a formal investigation, the Chair shall 
notify the complainant and the subject Senator of the disposition of the 
complaint and shall summarize the committee's rationale for its conclu-
sion. 

7. Prior to the commencement of a formal investigation, the fact 
that a preliminary investigation is being conducted or is to be conducted 
shall be confidential information. If, however, the filing of a complaint 
or a preliminary investigation is made public by the complainant, the 
committee may publicly confirm the receipt of a complaint. 

8. When an indictment is returned against a member of the Senate, 
and the gravamen of the indictment is directly related to the ethical 
conduct of a Senator in violation of a Senate Rule, statute or constitu-
tional provision governing the ethical conduct of a Senator, the Senate 
Ethics Committee shall not initiate any new investigation, and shall 
suspend any ongoing investigation, initiated pursuant to this Rule until 
the subject matter of the indictment that relates to the Senator's alleged 
unethical conduct is resolved. 
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9. In addition to action on formal complaints as provided in section 
3, a majority of the members of the Senate Committee on Ethics may 
initiate a preliminary investigation of suspected unethical conduct in 
violation of a Senate Rule, statute or constitutional provision governing 
the ethical conduct of a Senator. If it is determined by a majority of the 
members of the committee that a violation may have occurred, the Sen-
ator in question shall be notified in writing of the alleged unethical 
conduct in question and the Rule, statute or constitutional provision 
allegedly violated. Within 15 days of the receipt of this information, the 
Senator may file a written answer with the committee. The lack of an 
answer shall not be deemed to be an admission or create an inference 
or presumption that the complaint is true. The lack of an answer shall 
not prohibit a majority of the members of the committee from either 
proceeding with a fonnal investigation or dismissing the complaint. The 
committee shall have 30 days from the date that receipt of the answer 
to the complaint is to be provided to complete its preliminary investiga-
tion. For good cause, a majority of the members of the committee may 
vote to grant an additional 30 days to complete the committees review. 
Upon conclusion of the preliminary investigation, by vote of a majority 
of the members of the committee, the committee shall determine 
whether to proceed with a formal investigation, which may include 
hearings. In the event that the committee vote is equally divided, the 
question falls. 

10. The committee shall conduct its preliminary investigations, 
hearings and meetings related to a specific investigation or a specific 
Senator in closed session unless the Senator subject to investigation 
advises the committee in writing that he or she wants such meetings or 
hearings to be held publicly. In the event that the Senator in question 
makes such a request, the committee shall furnish the Senator with a 
public meeting or hearing. 

11. In the event that the Senate Committee on Ethics shall elect to 
proceed with a formal investigation of alleged unethical conduct by a 
Senator, the committee may employ an independent counsel to conduct 
a formal investigation. The committee and any independent counsel 
employed by the committee shall comply with the following procedural 
requirements at all stages of the investigation: 

(a) The Chair of the Senate Committee on Ethics may continue any 
hearing for reasonable cause. Upon the vote of a majority of the mem-
bers of the committee, or upon the request of the Senator subject to 
investigation, the Chair shall issue subpoenas for the attendance and 
testimony of witnesses and the production of documentary evidence 
relating to any matter under formal investigation by the committee. The 
Chair of the committee may administer oaths or affirmations, examine 
and receive evidence, or rule on any objections raised during the course 
of a hearing. 

(b) All testimony, documents, records, data, statements or informa-
tion received by the committee in the course of any preliminary or for-
mal investigation shall be private and confidential except in the case of 
public meetings or hearings or in a report to the Senate. 

(c) All constitutional rights of any Senator under investigation 
shall be preserved, and the Senator shall be entitled to present evidence, 
cross-examine witnesses, face the accuser and be represented by coun-
sel. 

(d) An oath or affirmation shall be executed in writing before any 
member of the committee, any independent counsel employed by the 
committee to conduct a preliminary or formal investigation, or any 
employee of the Senate related to the investigation may have access to 
information that is confidential under the rules of the committee as 
follows: 

"I do solemnly swear or affirm that I will not disclose, to any per-
son or entity outside of the Senate Ethics Committee, any informa-
tion received in the course of my service with the committee, ex-
cept as authorized by the committee or in accordance with the 
Rules of the Senate." 

Copies of the executed oath or affirmation shall be provided to the 
Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate as part of the records of the 
Senate. Any Senator or other person who violates the confidentiality 
requirements of this section shall be removed immediately from the 
committee and replaced by another Senator, counsel or employee of the 
Senate appointed in like manner as the persons original appointment or 
selection. 

12. No report regarding unethical conduct by a Senator shall be 
made to the Senate unless a majority of the members of the Senate 
Ethics Committee determine that a finding of unethical conduct in vio- 

lation of a Senate Rule, statute or constitutional provision governing the 
ethical conduct of a Senator has occurred. No finding of unethical con-
duct by a Senator in violation of a Senate Rule, statute or constitutional 
provision governing the ethical conduct of a Senator adopted by the 
Senate Committee on Ethics shall be valid unless signed by at least a 
majority of the members of the committee. Any such report may in-
clude a minority report. A report adopted by the committee that con-
tains findings of unethical conduct by a Senator in violation of a Senate 
Rule, statute or constitutional provision governing the ethical conduct 
of a Senator shall not be filed with the Secretary-Parliamentarian of the 
Senate or released to the public until at least seven days after a copy of 
the report is sent by certified mail to the Senator under investigation. 

13. After the expiration of the seven-day notice requirement con-
tained in section 12, the Senate Ethics Committee shall file its report 
with the Secretary-Parliamentarian of the Senate, who shall cause a 
copy of the report of the committee to be distributed to the members of 
the Senate. The report of the Senate Ethics Committee shall be placed 
on the Senate Calendar and shall be acted on by the Senate within ten 
legislative days of the adoption of a temporary rule setting forth rules 
of procedure for the orderly disposition of the report by the full Senate. 
A vote by a majority of the members elected to the Senate shall be 
necessary to adopt each finding set forth in the Ethics Committee Re-
port. 

14. Should the full Senate vote to adopt an unethical conduct find-
ing against a Senator as set forth in the Ethics Committee Report, that 
Senator may be subject to sanction by the full Senate. A sanction may 
include any of the following depending on the circumstances of the 
violation: a warning; a written reprimand; restitution for damages or any 
other sanction provided for under the Rules of the Senate of Pennsylva-
nia or the Constitution of Pennsylvania. 

15. The Senate Committee on Ethics, at the request of a Senator or 
officer who has an ethical question or concern regarding the Senate 
Rules individually or in conjunction with others, may issue an advisory 
opinion seeking to clarify the ethical requirements of the Senate Rules. 
These advisory opinions, with such deletions and changes as shall be 
necessary to protect the identity of the persons involved or seeking 
them, may be published and shall be distributed to all members, officers 
and employees of the Senate. No action regarding unethical conduct 
may be taken against a Senator, officer or employee, who has relied on 
a written advisory opinion, whether directly addressed to that person or 
not, which is reasonably construed as being applicable to the unethical 
conduct in question. 

16. In the event that a member of the Senate Ethics Committee 
shall be under investigation, that Senator shall be temporarily replaced 
on the committee in a like manner as the Senator's original appointment. 

17. Whenever the committee shall employ independent counsel to 
conduct a preliminary or formal investigation or shall incur other ex-
penses pursuant to its duties under this rule, payment of costs of such 
independent counsel or other expenses incurred by the committee pur-
suant to this Rule shall be paid by the Chief Clerk upon submission of 
vouchers and necessary documentation. The vouchers shall be signed 
by both the chair and vice-chair of the committee. Included in such 
allowable expense items shall be travel and per diem for the members 
of the committee. The Chief Clerk shall pay such expenses out of funds 
appropriated to the Chief Clerk for incidental expenses. 

XXXV STATUS OF MEMBERS INDICTED 
OR CONVICTED OF A CRIME 

1. When an indictment is returned against a member of the Senate, 
and the gravamen of the indictment is directly related to the Senator's 
conduct as a committee chair, ranking minority committee member or 
in a position of leadership, the Senator shall be relieved of such com-
mittee chairmanship, ranking minority committee member status, or 
leadership position until the indictment is disposed of, but the member 
shall otherwise continue to function as a Senator, including voting, and 
shall continue to be paid. 

2. If, during the same legislative session, the indictment is 
quashed, or the court finds that the Senator is not guilty of the offense 
alleged, the Senator shall immediately be restored to the committee 
chairmanship, ranking minority committee member status, or leadership 
position retroactively from which that Senator was suspended. 

3. Upon a finding or verdict of guilt by a judge or jury, a plea or 
admission of guilt or plea of nolo contendere of a crime by a member 
of the Senate, the gravamen of which relates to the member's conduct 
as a Senator, and upon imposition of sentence, the Secretary-Parliamen- 
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tarian of the Senate shall prepare a resolution of expulsion under ses-
sion. 

XXXVI STATUS OF OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES 
INDICTED OR CONVICTED OF A CRIME 

1. Whenever any officer or employee of the Senate is indicted or 
otherwise charged before a court of record with the commission of a 
felony or a misdemeanor, the gravamen of which relates to the officers 
or employees conduct or status as an officer or employee of the Com-
monwealth or the disposition of public funds, such employee shall im-
mediately be suspended without pay and benefits by the Chief Clerk. 
After a finding or a verdict of guilt by a judge or a jury, plea or admis-
sion of guilt, or plea of nolo contendere, and upon imposition of sen-
tence, the employment shall be terminated. 

2. If the indictment is quashed, or the court finds that the officer or 
employee is not guilty of the offense alleged, the suspension without 
pay shall be terminated, and the officer or employee shall receive com-
pensation for the period of time during which the officer or employee 
was suspended which compensation shall be reduced by the amount of 
any compensation said officer or employee earned from other employ-
ment during the period of suspension. 

3. If the officer or employee or the supervising Senator of such 
employee disagrees with the decision of the Chief Clerk as to whether 
an indictment for particular conduct shall be a crime requiring suspen-
sion or dismissal, the officer or employee in question or the supervising 
Senator may appeal the suspension to the Committee on Ethics, which 
shall determine whether the conduct charged is an offense requiring 
suspension. Whenever an appeal of a suspension shall be taken to the 
committee, the suspension shall remain effective pending a decision by 
the committee. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and 
were as follows, viz: 

YEA-49 

Alloway Farnese Piccola Vogel 
Argall Ferlo Pileggi Ward 
Baker Folmer Pippy Washington 
Blake Fontana Rafferty Waugh 
Boscola Gordner Robbins White Donald 
Brewster Greenleaf Scamati White Mary Jo 
Browne Hughes Schwank Williams 
Brubaker Kasunic Smucker Wozniak 
Connan Kitchen Solobay Yaw 
Costa Leach Stack Yudichak 
Dinniman Mcllhinney Tartaglione 
Eichelberger Mensch Tomlinson 
Erickson One Vance 

NAY-0 

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution is adopted. 

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 33, ADOPTED 

Senator PILEGGI, without objection, called up from page 
of the Calendar, Senate Resolution No. 33, entitled: 

A Resolution providing for the adoption of Financial Operating 
Rules of the Senate. 

RESOLUTION 

Providing for the adoption of Financial Operating Rules of the 
Senate. 

RESOLVED, That Senate Resolution No. 2, Printer's No. 2 of 2011 
be repealed. 

RESOLVED, That Financial Operating Rules of the Senate be 
adopted for the governing of the 195th and 1961h Regular Session. 

(2011-2012) 
FINANCIAL OPERATING RULES OF THE SENATE 

I. PERSONNEL 
1. Central Office. 

The office of the Chief Clerk of the Senate shall serve as the central 
office of the Senate for all personnel and payroll matters. 
2. Employees of the Senate. 

(a) Personnel Files. 
Before any person is placed on any payroll of the Senate, there 

must be in the office of the Chief Clerk a payroll file containing: 
(1) Full name of employee. 
(2) Full address. 
(3) Date of employment/termination/or job transfer. 
(4) Actual functional job title or description to include general 

hours of work, general job responsibilities and job location. 
(5) The name of the Senator or Officer responsible for moni-

toring the employees performance. 
(6) Letter of appointment signed by the authorizing Senator or 

Officer including a delineation of the account from which the em-
ployee is to be paid. 

(7) The current compensation level with signature approval of 
the authorizing Senator or Officer. Overtime payments may be 
authorized only in emergency maintenance and security situations 
with the signature approvals of the Senator or Officer responsible 
for monitoring performance, the authorizing Senator or Officer and 
the President Pro Tempore. 

(8) All information necessary for tax withholding and benefit 
eligibility. 

(9) Employment Eligibility Verification Form. 
(b) Maintenance of the Personnel Files. 
It is the responsibility of the Chief Clerk to develop procedures 

necessary to maintain this payroll file information on a current basis. 
All payroll changes shall be reflected by the next appropriate payroll 
period providing said change is received in the office of the Chief Clerk 
prior to processing of the payroll. 

(c) Reclassification of Employees. 
Any reclassification of employees under the Senate of Pennsylvania 

Pay Management Plan shall be submitted by the Senator or Officer 
authorizing such reclassification to the Senate Committee on Manage-
ment Operations for approval or disapproval. The Senate Committee on 
Management Operations is authorized to establish a bi-partisan subcom-
mittee to consider and approve or disapprove all such requests subject 
to an appeal by the Senator or Officer for consideration of the reclassifi-
cation by the Senate Committee on Management Operations. 
3. Contract for services. 

(a) Files for Service Contracts. 
For any person retained on a contractual basis by any Officer or 

Senator to provide services, there shall be in the office of the Chief 
Clerk a file containing: 

(I) A copy of the contract signed by the authorizing Senator 
or Officer including: 

(I) Full name, address and Federal tax identification num-
ber of the contractor. 

(ii) Duration of the contract. 
(iii) Cost of the contract and terms of payment. 
(iv) Clear, detailed description of the type of service to be 

performed or product to be delivered. 
(2) The name of the Senator or Officer responsible for moni-

toring the contractor's performance. 
(3) Additional information as required by policies of the Sen-

ate Committee on Management Operations. 
(b) Limitation on contract. 
Except as authorized by policies of the Senate Committee on Man-

agement Operations, no contract may extend beyond the expiration of 
the term of office of the Senator. 

(c) Contract Review. 
All contracts for services shall be submitted to the Chief Clerk for 

review and approval regarding conformity with applicable laws, rules 
and policies adopted by the Senate Committee on Management Opera-
tions. 
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(d) Payment. 
Payments under contract shall be made in accordance with provi-

sions of the contract provided that a voucher for such payment is re-
ceived in the office of the Chief Clerk before the applicable processing 
deadline. Contractor performance shall be reviewed by the monitoring 
individual designated pursuant to Rule I.3.(a)(2), who under conditions 
of satisfactory performance and conformity to the contract shall approve 
the voucher prior to processing. 
4. Authorized Accounts. 

Salaries, wages and related benefits shall be paid from accounts so 
authorized by the General Appropriation Act. Such accounts also may 
pay expenses related to contracts for services. 

II. TRAVEL ALLOWANCES AND REIMBURSEMENTS 
1. Travel by Senators. 

Travel allowances or reimbursements may be paid to a Senator who 
is engaged in travel in the performance of legislative duties. Travel 
payments may be claimed in connection with the following: 

(1) One round trip between home district and Harrisburg for 
each week a Senator is in actual attendance at a session of the Sen-
ate ("Session Mileage"). 

(2) Round trip travel between home district and Harrisburg for 
other legislative activities. 

(3) All travel on intradistrict and interdistrict legislative busi-
ness. 

(4) All travel to attend committee meetings, hearings, confer-
ences and seminars. 

2. Employee Travel. 
Travel reimbursement may be paid to employees engaged in travel 

from their work place to the place of legislative business provided that 
the travel is necessary for the performance of official business. Except 
as provided in Rule 11.3., Senators and employees are not authorized to 
lease vehicles on a long-term basis, and no payments will be made with 
respect to long-term lease vehicle expenses incurred by Senators or 
employees. When away from the Harrisburg area and from their work-
place, employees may, subject to approval of the supervising Senator 
or officer, rent cars on a short-term basis for a period not in excess of 
that needed to carry out official business. 
3. Rental of Vehicle or Conveyance. 

(a) Short-Term Rental of Vehicle or Conveyance. 
A Senator whose long-term leased vehicle is unavailable may be 

reimbursed the actual legislative percentage expenses for a short-term 
rental. A Senator or employee who rents a vehicle or conveyance on a 
short-term basis, other than a Senator's temporary replacement of a 
long-term leased vehicle, may be reimbursed only on an actual cost 
basis for the legislative percentage of rental payments and expenses of 
operation. 

(b) Vehicle Rental by Chief Clerk. 
The Chief Clerk is authorized to lease such vehicles as deemed 

necessary by the Senate Committee on Management Operations for the 
operation of the Senate. The actual expenses of the lease and operation 
shall be paid by the Senate's Incidental Expense Account. The Chief 
Clerk is also authorized to enter into a master lease agreement with the 
Department of General Services for the long-term lease of automobiles 
to be used by Senators. Rules relating to the payment of expenses relat-
ing to vehicles leased through the Department of General Services to be 
used by Senators shall be promulgated by the Senate Committee on 
Management Operations. 
4. Allowable Transportation Expenses. 

(a) General. 
(I) Common or Chartered Carrier. A Senator or employee 

may be reimbursed for reasonable actual costs of carriage when 
traveling by common or chartered carrier, including expenses for 
parking, taxis, limousines and tolls. Claims for payment based on 
miles traveled cannot be paid. 

(2) Personal Vehicle and Noncommercial Conveyance. A 
Senator or employee who uses a personal vehicle may be reim-
bursed on such mileage basis as may be established by the Senate 
Committee on Management Operations. Reimbursement for use of 
other noncommercial vehicles or noncommercial aircraft shall be 
made on such basis as may be established by the Senate Committee 
on Management Operations. 

(3) Session Mileage. The mileage rate for Session Mileage 
payments under Rule 11.1 shall be as set forth by law. 

(4) Out-of-State Travel. 

(I) Nonmember Officers of the Senate and their employ-
ees may claim expenses for travel outside the Commonwealth, 
provided that such travel is approved in the manner described 
in Rule XI. All claims for Senators' and employees' travel out-
side the Commonwealth shall be filed with the Office of the 
Chief Clerk in the manner described in Rule XI. 

(ii) Senators may claim expenses for travel outside the 
Commonwealth provided that the travel is necessary to attend 
a conference, seminar or meeting regularly or specially sched-
uled by an organization which conference, seminar or meeting 
has a legislative purpose. Senators shall submit a copy of a 
registration and agenda, in addition to any other documenta-
tion required by these rules. 

(iii) Senators may also claim expenses for travel outside 
the Commonwealth when the travel has a legislative purpose, 
but is not for attending a conference, seminar or meeting, pro-
vided the purpose is approved by the Senate Committee on 
Management Operations, and provided further that approval is 
not required for legislative business in Washington, DC. 

(b) No Duplication. 
(1) Session Mileage. Senators claiming reimbursement for 

travel expenses associated with attendance at a legislative session 
shall reduce such claim by an amount equal to the "session mile-
age" entitlement for the same period. 

(2) Reimbursement From One Source. If a Senator or em-
ployee is entitled to reimbursement from more than one source for 
legislative business performed on behalf of more than one commit-
tee or group, payment shall be received from only one source. 

5. Documentation. 
(a) Expense Voucher. 
All requests for travel payments must be made on an expense 

voucher showing: 
(I) Dates of travel. 
(2) Legislative purpose of travel described in reasonable spec-

ificity. Claims for out-of-State travel shall also include such infor-
mation as may be required under Section 4.(a). 

(3) The number of miles traveled when claiming reimburse-
ment on a mileage basis. Such mileage claims also should reflect 
an itinerary including point of origin, furthest destination, and in-
termediate points and the legislative purpose of the trips. 
(b) Receipts. 
Receipts must be submitted to support the cost associated with 

claims for: 
(1) Travel by common or chartered earner. 
(2) Leased vehicle or conveyance operation. Receipts for 

gasoline and maintenance shall include the license number of the 
vehicle and the location of the purchase. In addition, a copy of such 
lease must be on file with the Office of the Chief Clerk. 

(3) Parking, limousine, toll charges and other miscellaneous 
incidental items when any of these items exceed $10. 

6. Authorized Accounts. 
Travel payments can be made from any of the following accounts. 

Long-term vehicle or conveyance rental payments may be made from 
all accounts except (3) and (6). Authorized accounts are: 

(1) Appropriations Committee Accounts. 
(2) Senators' Legislative Accountable Expense Accounts. 
(3) Senators' Mileage and Expense Accounts for "session 

mileage" travel. 
(4) Incidental Expense Account. 
(5) Caucus Operations Accounts. 
(6) Committee and Contingent Expenses Accounts. 
(7) Computer Services Accounts. 

III. MEALS AND LODGING 
1. General. 

A Senator may receive payments attributable to ordinary and neces-
sary expenses for meals, lodging and incidental items provided that the 
Senator is engaged in the performance of legislative duties. Depending 
on the nature and location of the activity, as explained below, payments 
may be made in one of the following forms: per diem allowance or 
reimbursement for actual costs incurred. 
2. Per Diem Allowance. 

(a) Per Diem Entitlement. 
A Senator is entitled to receive a per diem allowance for each day 

the Senator is in the performance of legislative duties while in the Har- 
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nsburg area (defined as within Dauphin County or otherwise within a 
10-mile radius of the Capitol) or elsewhere in the Commonwealth but 
away from home. Specific legislative duties include attendance at ses-
sions of the Senate, attendance at official committee meetings and par-
ticipation in all other activities necessary or appropriate to the carrying 
out of the responsibilities of the Senator. Payment of a per diem allow-
ance is authorized only when the legislative duties performed by the 
Senator occur more than 50 miles from the Senator's residence. 

(b) Types of Per Diem Allowance. 
(1) Full Per Diem. A full per diem allowance not to exceed 

such amount as may be established by the Senate Committee on 
Management Operations may be claimed as an allowance for meals 
and lodging. 

(2) Partial Per Diem. When the per diem entitlement derives 
from the performance in the Harrisburg area of the specified legis-
lative duties set forth in Rule III.2.(a), a Senator may receive a 
partial per diem allowance up to an amount established by the Sen-
ate Committee on Management Operations for meals and inciden-
tals. 

3. Actual Costs. 
A Senator may claim actual costs for lodging, meals and other 

incidental items incurred in the performance of legislative duties. Ex-
pense claims for costs of lodging, meals and other incidental expenses 
incurred in the performance of legislative duties outside of the Com-
monwealth may be reimbursed on an actual expense basis or through a 
per diem allowance. 
4. Employees' Travel. 

If an employee is engaged in travel away from the normally as- 
signed place of work necessary for the performance of official business, 
the employee may be reimbursed for reasonable actual cost of lodging, 
meals and other incidental items. For rules regarding out-of-State travel, 
see Rule XI. 
5. Payment From One Source. 

If a Senator is entitled to a meal and lodging claim from more than 
one source for legislative business performed on behalf of more than 
one committee or group, payments shall be received from only one 
source. 
6. Review. 

All authorized and approved meals and lodging claims shall be 
reviewed for inadvertent duplication by the Office of the Chief Clerk 
prior to processing and payment. 
7. Record Keeping. 

Where a per diem allowance or reimbursement is paid by a legisla- 
tive service agency cofunded between both Houses of the General As-
sembly, a copy of the approved claim shall be furnished to the Office 
of the Chief Clerk. 
8. Documentation. 

(a) Per Diem Allowance. 
For payment of a per diem allowance, a Senator must submit a 

voucher showing the date, the legislative activity in which the Senator 
was engaged on that date, and the location of the activity. 

(b) Actual Expenses of a Senator or an Employee. 
For payment of actual expenses, a Senator or employee must sub- 

mit a voucher showing the date, amount, place and the legislative activ-
ity in which the Senator or employee was engaged and must submit a 
vendor or credit card receipt or invoice for each item exceeding $10. 
9. Authorized Accounts. 

(a) Attendance at Sessions. 
Payments shall be made from the Incidental Expense Account for 

authorized Per Diem Allowances only for sessions of the Senate during 
which a Senator is recorded as present on any roll call vote. 

(b) Authorized Accounts. 
Payment may be made from the following accounts for other autho-

rized per diem, meal and lodging claims: 
(1) Appropriations Committee Accounts. 
(2) Senators' Legislative Accountable Expense Accounts. 
(3) Incidental Expense Account. 
(4) Caucus Operations Accounts. 
(5) Committee and Contingent Expenses Accounts. 
(6) Computer Services Accounts for actual expenses only. 

IV. EQUIPMENT AND FURNISHING 
CONTROL AND INVENTORY 

1. Purchases, Improvements, Renovations. 

The Office of the Chief Clerk shall act as the sole agent for im-
provements or renovations to Senate facilities at the Capitol Complex 
and for the purchase, rental, control and inventory of durable equip-
ment, furniture and furnishings with a useful life of one year or more 
and a cost greater than the limit established by the Senate Committee on 
Management Operations for utilization in both the Capitol and District 
Offices. Nonrecoverable items including, but not limited to, carpeting, 
draperies and air conditioners for use in and improvements or renova-
tions to district office facilities shall be purchased pursuant to standards 
developed by the Senate Committee on Management Operations. The 
Chief Clerk shall serve as the sole agent for the purchase of United 
States and Pennsylvania flags. 
2. Approval of Purchase or Rental. 

All requests for the purchase or rental of such equipment, furniture 
and furnishings must be reviewed and approved by the Chief Clerk. 
3. Senate/Officer Inventory. 

All approved requests shall be processed by the office of the Chief 
Clerk, which shall maintain a full and current inventory of all durable 
equipment, furniture and furnishings secured on behalf of a Senator, 
Officer or employee of the Senate. 
4. Pricing and Service. 

The Chief Clerk shall take all necessary and reasonable steps to 
ensure that the purchase or rental of durable equipment, furniture and 
furnishings with a useful life of one year or more and a cost greater than 
the limit established by the Senate Committee on Management Opera-
tions shall be transacted at the lowest available price for the quality, 
compatibility, availability and service of the items being purchased or 
leased. 
5. Dissemination of Literature. 

The Secretary of the Senate shall provide for the publication and 
dissemination of educational or informational literature pertaining to the 
Senate of Pennsylvania, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or the 
Government of the United States. 
6. Documentation Required. 

(a) Request for Purchase or Rental Showing: 
(1) Date of request. 
(2) Item requested. 
(3) By whom request made. 
(4) Purpose. 
(5) Signature approvals. 
(6) Record of Rule IV.4. actions taken. 

(b) Vendor's invoice or receipt detailing: 
(I) Date of purchase or rental. 
(2) Vendor's identity. 
(3) Description of item purchased or rented. 
(4) Length of rental contract when applicable. 
(5) Cost and payment terms of the purchase or rental. 

7. Authorized Accounts. 
(a) Legislative and Printing Expense Account as provided in Gen-

eral Appropriations Act. 
(b) Computer Services (R) & (D) Accounts for the acquisition of 

equipment and fixtures necessary for the implementation and adminis-
tration of the respective caucus information technology systems. 

(c) The account as provided in the General Appropriations Act for 
the purchase of flags. 

(d) Senators' Legislative Accountable Expense Accounts for the 
purchase of flags and for the rental of durable equipment, furniture and 
furnishings. 

DISTRICT OFFICE EXPENSES 
I. Authorized Expenses. 

Expenses authorized shall include: 
(a) Aggregate office rental in accordance with policies as may be 

established by the Senate Committee on Management Operations. Ex-
cept as provided in this Rule, no Senator nor a member of the Senator's 
immediate family may have a financial interest in a district office. For 
purposes of this subsection, a financial interest shall not include owner-
ship in a publicly traded investment vehicle, including a corporation, 
mutual fund, REIT or limited liability partnership in which the Senator 
or a member of the Senator's immediate family is not a managing part-
ner. Prior to entering into a district office lease agreement, the Chief 
Clerk shall obtain written verification from the Senator that neither the 
Senator nor a member of the Senator's immediate family has a financial 
interest in the property. This Rule shall not prohibit a district office 
from being located in a building in which a Senator or a member of the 
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Senators immediate family has a financial interest if rent, utilities or 
any expenses that may inure to the benefit of the property or landlord 
are not paid for by the Senate. 

(b) Insurance 
(c) Printing services. 
(d) Telephone and answering services. 
(e) Postage and mailing services. 
(t) Publications and subscriptions. 
(g) Nondurable supplies. 
(h) Senator, employee and visitor parking. 
(I) Janitorial maintenance and cleaning services. 
Ci) Utility services. 
(k) Other items authorized for expenses as defined in the Genera! 

Appropriations Act and policies of the Senate Committee on Manage-
ment Operations. 
2. Documentation Required. 

A copy of the district office lease indicating the amount and pay-
ment terms shall be maintained in the office of the Chief Clerk. Vouch-
ers shall appropriately document expenses and legislative purpose for 
each expenditure. Receipts or invoices shall be included for all expendi-
tures in excess of $25 per occurrence. 
3. Authorized Accounts. 

Accounts authorized include: 
(1) Senators' Legislative Accountable Expense Accounts. 
(2) Chief Clerk Employees' Salary and Expense Account. 
(3) Legislative and Printing Expense Account. 

VI. CAPITOL OFFICE EXPENSES 
I. Types of Expenses Authorized. 

Expenses authorized shall include: 
(1) Utility services. 
(2) Insurance. 
(3) Printing services. 
(4) Telephone and answering services. 
(5) Postage and mailing services. 
(6) Publications and subscriptions. 
(7) Nondurable supplies. 
(8) Employee parking. 
(9) Janitorial maintenance and cleaning services. 
(10) Other items authorized for expenses as defined in the 

General Appropriations Act. 
2. Documentation Required. 

Documentation required shall include vouchers appropriately docu-
menting expenses and legislative purpose for each expenditure. Re-
ceipts or invoices shall be included for all expenditures in excess of $25 
per occurrence. 
3. Authorized Accounts. 

Accounts authorized include: 
(1) Legislative Printing and Expense Account. 
(2) Postage Account of Chief Clerk (for postage only). 
(3) Senators' Legislative Accountable Expense Accounts. 
(4) Appropriations Committee Accounts, exclusive of office 

rental. 
(5) Caucus Operations Accounts, exclusive of office rental. 
(6) Committee and Contingent Expenses Accounts, exclusive 

of office rental. 
(7) Incidental Expense Account. 

VII. OFFICIAL EXPENSES 
1. General. 

While engaged in the performance of legislative duties, a Senator, 
Officer or employee expressly authorized by a Senator may claim actual 
expenses as set forth below. 
2. Participation in Conferences and Seminars. 

Expenses, such as registration fees, incurred in participating in 
legislative conferences and seminars may be claimed. Related travel 
expenses incurred are discussed in Rule H. Related meals and lodging 
expenses incurred are discussed in Rule III. 
3. Conducting Meetings. 

Expenses attributable to conducting legislative meetings or per-
forming official duties may be claimed. Such expenses may include: 

(a) Food and refreshment which are ordinary to the performance 
of a Senator's legislative duties, and for which there is a legislative 
purpose. In general, these expenses will be incurred during, immedi-
ately preceding or immediately following a substantial and bona fide 
legislative business discussion. 

(b) Meeting room rental. 
(c) Incidental items. 

4. Documentation. 
(a) Participation in Conferences and Seminars. 
Vouchers shall show the amount, date, place and legislative pur-

pose. Registration or other receipts must be attached. 
(b) Meeting expenses. 
Vouchers of meeting expenses shall include documentation regard-

ing the amount, date, place and legislative purpose. If a meeting ex-
pense is claimed by a Senator or employee, the portion of the voucher 
amount attributable to that Senator or employee shall be indicated. A 
receipt or invoice shall be attached to the voucher. 

(c) Official Duty Expenses. 
Vouchers shall show or reference to records which show the 

amount, date, place, legislative purpose and if claimed by a Senator or 
employee, the portion of the amount attributable to the expense. Restau-
rant, hotel or credit card receipt or invoices must be attached. 

(d) Claims by Senate Employees. 
Vouchers involving any official expenses claimed by Senate em-

ployees shall reflect formal authorization by the supervising Senator or 
officer. 
5. Authorized Accounts. 

Payments shall be made from the following accounts: 
(I) Appropriations Committee Accounts. 
(2) Incidental Expense Account. 
(3) Caucus Operations Accounts. 
(4) Committee and Contingent Expenses Accounts. 
(5) Senators' Legislative Expenses Accounts. 

VIII. SPECIAL EXPENSES 
1. Authorized Expenses. 

Expenses authorized include: 
(a) Flowers, baskets of fruit or other appropriate items or memorial 

contributions to designated charities not to exceed the amount estab-
lished by the Senate Committee on Management Operations. Recipients 
are limited to instances of death or illness for Senators, Officers, em-
ployees or their immediate families, or former Senators or their immedi-
ate families or dignitaries including both incumbent or former elected 
or appointed officials or their immediate families. 

(b) Rental of common carrier and other expenditures inherent 
thereto for attendance at funerals of a Senator or members of a Senator's 
immediate family, former Senators, dignitaries, or Officers. 
2. Documentation Required. 

Documentation required shall include a receipt or vendor invoice 
showing: recipient, instance, description of items delivered, date deliv-
ered and cost. 
3. Authorized Accounts. 

Payment shall be made only from Contingent Expense Accounts or 
the Incidental Expense Account. 

IX. MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES OF STANDING 
AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

1. Committee Proceedings. 
Rental of meeting rooms and hearing facilities and payments to 

qualified court reporters or stenographers to record the proceedings 
authorized by the chairman of a standing or special committee of the 
Senate, including the cost of transcripts. Witnesses served with a sub-
poena to testify before such proceedings shall be paid witness fees and 
travel expenses as provided by Section 5903 of the Judicial Code. 
2. Printing and Mailing. 

Committee printing and mailing costs for mailings relating to legis-
lative business. 
3. Publications and Subscriptions. 

Publications and subscriptions. 
4. Documentation Required. 

Vouchers or vendors receipts or invoices stating vendor's name, 
services or amount of postage, date, place, and total amount due or paid. 
Postage purchases shall require a receipt stamped by the Postmaster. 
5. Authorized Accounts. 

Accounts authorized include: 
(I) Appropriations Committee Accounts. 
(2) Caucus Operations Accounts. 
(3) Committee and Contingent Expenses Accounts. 

X. SENATE COMMITTEE ON MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS 
1. Duties. 
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In addition to duties imposed by law or otherwise by these rules, 
the duties of the Senate Committee on Management Operations shall be: 

(1) To arbitrate a decision of the Secretary or Chief Clerk of 
the Senate relating to these Rules, in the event that a Senator, Offi-
cer or employee shall disagree with a decision of the Secretary or 
Chief Clerk of the Senate. 

(2) To make a final decision in case of a dispute on a question 
of legislative intent or legislative purpose regarding an expenditure. 

(3) To make a continuing review of these Rules as to expendi-
tures and the reporting of expenditures, and, from time to time, to 
make such recommendations as are appropriate. 

(4) To adopt clarifications to these Rules through interim 
policy determinations. 

2. Records. 
A record of the committees decisions shall be maintained. The 

Chief Clerk shall be responsible for maintaining such records. 
XI. OUT-OF-STATE TRAVEL 

1. Request for Approval. 
No nonmember Officer of the Senate or any employee of any non-

member Officer shall be reimbursed nor shall any of his or her expenses 
be paid for any travel outside the Commonwealth unless such travel has 
been approved by a majority of the membership of the Senate Commit-
tee on Management Operations. All requests for such approval shall be 
made to the Chief Clerk, and shall include information relating to the 
destination, the estimated cost of such travel, the number of days in-
volved, and the relationship that the travel has to the duties of the Offi-
cer or employee making the request. In the case of an employee, the 
request shall also be approved by the Officer. 
2. Time Limit for Filing. 

A copy of any request for reimbursement or for the payment of any 
expenses relating to out-of-state travel by a Senator or employee as-
signed to a Senator shall be filed with the Office of the Chief Clerk 
within 30 days of such travel. Copies of these requests shall be made 
available for public inspection in the Office of the Chief Clerk in accor-
dance with the act of February 14, 2008 (P.L.6, No.3), known as the 
Right-to-Know Law. 

XII. LIST OF EMPLOYEES; DOCUMENT ACCESS 
1. Publication and Distribution. 

(a) The Chief Clerk shall have published quarterly and shall mail 
to each Senators residence a listing of all employees of the Senate or 
any of its Officers, Committee Chairmen, and Senators and all persons 
holding purchase of service contracts with the Senate or any of its Offi-
cers, Committee Chairmen and Senators. The list for employees shall 
contain the full name of the employee, the job title of the employee, the 
compensation of the employee, and the name of the Senator or Officer 
for such employee. For individuals holding contracts for services with 
the Senate, the list shall contain the name of the contractor, the address 
of the contractor, a statement of the nature of the duties of the contrac-
tor, and the fee of the contractor as well as the name of the Senator or 
Officer responsible for monitoring the performance of the contractor. 

(b) The list shall be submitted by February 1, for the quarter end-
ing December 31; by May I, for the quarter ending March 31; by Au-
gust 1, for the quarter ending June 30; and by November 1, for the quar-
ter ending September 30. The list shall also be updated on a monthly 
basis including additions and deletions and shall be available for public 
inspection in the office of the Chief Clerk in accordance with the act of 
February 14, 2008 (P.L.6, No.3), known as the Right-to-Know Law. 
2. Public Inspection of Vouchers and Requisitions. 

All vouchers and requisitions relating to all expenditures, expenses, 
disbursements and other obligations out of all appropriated funds of the 
Senate shall be available for public inspection in accordance with the 
act of February 14, 2008 (P.L. 
6, No.3), known as the Right-to-Know Law. Payroll and independent 
contractor records of the Senate shall also be made available for public 
inspection in accordance with the Right-to-Know Law. 
3. Photocopies of Records. 

Photocopies of financial records maintained in the Office of the 
Chief Clerk shall be made available in accordance with the act of Feb-
ruary 14, 2008 (P.L.6, No.3), known as the Right-to-Know Law. 

XIII. PERSONNEL POLICIES 
1. Preparation of Rules and Regulations. 

The Senate Committee on Management Operations created pursu-
ant to Section 1.1 of Act No. 417 of 1967 is authorized to prepare and 
adopt rules and regulations for uniform personnel policies and proce- 

dures, job specification and pay plans including periodic increments for 
Senate Officers and employees. 
2. Approval of Rules and Regulations. 

Each such rule or regulation or any amendment thereto shall be 
prepared in resolution form and shall be placed on the Senate calendar 
for final approval or disapproval. The committee may when approved 
by at least five Members of the committee including both Floor Leaders 
implement such rules and regulations pending final Senate consider-
ation of them. Such resolution shall have the force and effect of law in 
accordance with its terms when it has been approved by the full Senate. 

XIV. ACCOUNTING AND OPERATIONS MANUAL 
1. Preparation and Approval. 

The Chief Clerk shall prepare an Accounting and Operations Man-
ual with separate sections applicable to Senators and their employees 
and fund custodians. This Manual shall be submitted to the Senate 
Committee on Management Operations for its approval. 
2. Distribution. 

Upon approval applicable sections of the Accounting and Opera-
tions Manual shall be distributed to all Senators and Officers. A com-
plete manual shall be forwarded to the Legislative Audit Advisory 
Commission. 
3. Maintenance and Updating. 

The Chief Clerk shall be responsible for maintaining and updating 
this manual as a result of revisions or amendments promulgated by the 
Senate Committee on Management Operations. 

XV. EFFECT AND DURATION 
1. Current Policies. 

Policies of the Senate Committee on Management Operations in 
effect on the date of the adoption of these rules are hereby ratified and 
approved by the Senate. 
2. Applicability. 

These rules provide guidance to Senators, Senate officers and Sen-
ate employees in performing their duties in the Senate. The changes 
contained in these rules are to be applied prospectively and are not 
intended to reflect on the propriety of past rules or practices of the Sen-
ate or its Senators, officers or employees. 
3. Rules. 

These rules shall be in full force and effect until altered, changed, 
amended or repealed as provided in Article XVI. 

XVI. CHANGES TO RULES 
The consent of a majority of the Senators elected shall be necessary 

to alter, change or amend these rules. 
XVII. PROCEDURE FOR CHANGING RULES 

All alterations, changes or amendments to these rules shall be by 
resolution which shall not be considered until first referred to and re-
ported from the Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and 
were as follows, viz: 

YEA-49 

Alloway Famese Piccola Vogel 
Argall Ferlo Pileggi Ward 
Baker Folmer Pippy Washington 
Blake Fontana Rafferty Waugh 
Boscola Gordner Robbins White Donald 
Brewster Greenleaf Scamati White Mary Jo 
Browne Hughes Schwank Williams 
Brubaker Kasunic Smucker Wozniak 
Connan Kitchen Solobay Yaw 
Costa Leach Stack Yudichak 
Dinniman Mdflhinney Tanaglione 
Eichelberger Mensch Tomlinson 
Erickson One Vance 

NAY-0 
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A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolution is adopted. 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR RESUMED 

SB 314 CALLED UP 

SB 314 (Pr. No. 1287) -- Without objection, the bill, which 
previously went over in its order temporarily, was called up, 
from page 2 of the Third Consideration Calendar, by Senator 
PILEGGI. 

BILL AMENDED 

SB 314 (Pr. No. 1287) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, defining 'interactive wireless communications device'; 
further providing for junior driver's license and for suspension of oper-
ating privilege; providing for prohibiting use of interactive wireless 
communications devices while operating motor vehicles; and further 
providing for duty of driver in construction and maintenance areas or on 
highway safety corridors, for duty of driver in emergency response 
areas, for accident report forms, for department to compile, tabulate and 
analyze accident reports, for television equipment and for restraint 
systems. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Senator FERLO offered the following amendment No. 

A2714: 

Amend Bill, page 7, line I, by inserting after "agencies": 
for using an interactive wireless communications device for 

voice communication 
Amend Bill, page 7, by inserting between lines 4 and 5: 

(4) State and local law enforcement agencies shall enforce the 
use of an interactive wireless communications device for texting, e-
mailing, browsing the Internet or instant messaging as a primary action. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Ferlo. 

Senator FERLO. Mr. President, I will try to be brief, and I 
think I need to be brief, because this issue has been around the 
House and the Senate for at least 3 or 4 years. To the credit of 
many colleagues on both sides of the aisle, both in the Senate 
and in the House, as well as countless public hearings across the 
length and breadth of the Commonwealth, it has become quite 
obvious and increasingly clear that we need a piece of legislation 
that deals reasonably and realistically with the effort to discour-
age cell phone use and, more explicitly, text messaging while 
driving in a several-ton vehicle. 

This amendment, very simply, would break up the offenses of 
using a cell phone or a smart phone into two different classes. I 
am not looking to change 90 percent of this bill, which I will 
vote to support, even though I wish the bill would, across the 
board, have a primary offense. Rather, this bill suggests, primar-
ily, a secondary offense. But in this one instance, in this one  

case, because of this one urgency of death, destruction, and may-
hem on the public roads, I am asking my colleagues here to 
please support this amendment, which would ban text messaging 
and make it a matter of a summary offense, a primary offense, 
which is a $100 fine. 

So this amendment would break up the offenses. It would 
require using a cell phone, a voice communication de-
vice--essentially, making a phone call will remain in the bill as 
a secondary offense. However, using a cell phone for either 
texting, e-mailing, or browsing the Internet--and we have all seen 
that on the roadway--would be cause for a primary offense. So, 
it would not require another offense to occur before someone 
could be pulled over by a uniformed police officer and given a 
summary offense, a ticket, basically. 

I do not need to reiterate a lot of the statistics. I think we 
know that common sense should prevail. Every one of us in this 
room has driven either alongside or behind someone who we 
think is actually engaged in a DUI. And when we look at and 
pass them or see what they are actually doing as they weave all 
over the road and into the berm of the shoulder, we realize they 
are not DUI, they are basically text messaging. They are all over 
the road. There have been any number of credible academic, 
medical, and scientific analyses and studies that show that the 
cognitive use of portions of the brain needed for text messaging 
are separate and distinct and much more complicated than an 
individual who is actually using a cell phone, putting on makeup, 
eating a Big Mac, or talking to a passenger. 

There has been, hands-down, conclusive information readily 
available for the last several years that shows the various parts of 
the brain, the higher levels of cognitive skills that are needed 
when individuals are using multiple thumbs for text messaging, 
e-mailing, and browsing the Internet. I am for all that. I am for 
the technology, but it should not be done while driving at 75 
miles per hour down the roadway. It should not be causing more 
than 10,000 deaths in the last few years as a result of text 
messaging. 

Ninety-one percent of the American people, according to a 
Rasmussen poll in 2009, agree with the outright ban of text 
messaging. Even 59 percent would really like to see a total ban 
of cell phone use as well. This bill tries to strike some medium. 
I know there are strong views in this Chamber. There are civil 
libertarian views, there are demographically and parochially 
different views among my colleagues here, and I respect that. 
But can we please begin to end the carnage on the roads of Penn-
sylvania? 

Please consider this amendment, which would, again, ban text 
messaging and make it a primary offense. I will note that a recent 
Federal executive order now bans text messaging for all Federal 
employees. Again, I ask that you please think about this. This bill 
is noble and admirable in its view. It is attempting to protect 
young children with multiple passengers. We have seen the hor-
rific deaths of young people. So often on prom night, a bunch of 
kids will jump in the car. This bill is attempting to change that. 
It is attempting to make more prudent and appropriate the pen-
alty for not wearing seatbelts. 

Please give your thoughts to this amendment. Let us take not 
only the moral high ground, but let us do something that really 
is representative of most of the views of the overwhelming ma-
jority of folks whom we represent. Let us ban text messaging. 
Let us make it a primary offense. And even if we were to amend 
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this bill, there is still a tremendous need for education and advo-
cacy, and being proactive for our families, our loved ones, and 
those agencies and the public for whom we are elected to serve. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Chester, Senator Dinniman. 
Senator DINNIMAN. Mr. President, I rise to support this 

amendment. I mean, think about it for a second. As you go down 
the road, have you not seen the people who are text messaging, 
whose heads are down, who do not know what is going on? Just 
yesterday, there was a person who was text messaging, and when 
the rest of the traffic moved, that person did not move because 
they were not looking at the traffic; they were looking down at 
their device. 

Driving is a privilege that we give to people in Pennsylvania. 
You have to pass a test to be able to be a driver. You have to 
show that you are a competent driver. Well, it is very difficult to 
pay attention to the road if you are also text messaging. Many of 
us would like to see everything made a primary offense, but we 
understand that legislation comes about when there is an under-
standing between everyone involved, and no one gets everything 
they want. But we hope that those who want a secondary offense 
for cell phone use would understand that text messaging is differ-
ent, would understand how important it is for us as a legislature 
to say no to something, make it a primary offense when someone 
is doing an action which not only endangers themselves, but 
potentially endangers the other passengers in the car and other 
people on the road. 

It is hard enough to drive--driving is dangerous enough with-
out people thinking that with two fingers, they can look at, re-
ceive, and send messages and, at the same time, focus on the 
rush-hour traffic that is going on around them. I think this is a 
good part of a compromise on this bill, a bill of which maybe no 
one is happy with every part, but we are getting there. We are 
moving forward on this matter, and I urge you also to support 
this amendment, which would say that texting, just like the fail-
ure to use seatbelts for 16- to 18-year-olds--texting at any age is 
dangerous, and we need to make it a primary offense. 

I know that there are those who will argue that, oh, you know, 
secondary offenses are a way to educate people, and it will hap-
pen anyway. A primary offense is when a person realizes they 
cannot do something, and when there is a direct punishment for 
doing it, that is what will stop many of the deaths on the high-
ways. If you think about it for one second, the majority of your 
constituents, no matter how they feel about cell phone use, would 
agree that texting is just taking it too far when you are driving a 
car. You cannot drive safely and text. We need to get that mes-
sage across by making this a primary offense. 

Thank you so much, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Cambria, Senator Wozniak. 
Senator WOZNIAK. Mr. President, I rise to oppose this 

amendment. We have a bill here now that is addressing certain 
things that get under the craw of some of the citizens, dealing 
with texting in an automobile, driving and talking in an automo-
bile, dealing with our junior licenses, dealing with something that 
we did not know we did not do, which is to make an offense for 
not having your underage child, your baby, in a safety seat. But 
by making it a primary offense, I do not think really anything is 
going to change out there except for some very irate people. 

It was brought up earlier that the majority of people support 
the ban on texting, the ban on cell phones. And when you read 
between the lines, that really means that they want everybody 
else banned, but they are okay because they can handle it. I have 
always been of the opinion that we can always make a punish-
ment steeper, but it is next to impossible to take a steeper punish-
ment and reduce it. Let us start with a secondary offense. Let us 
begin with the educational process, as the earlier speaker said 
about the educational end. When you look at the younger genera-
tion, it is the education that puts them behind the seatbelts, that 
makes them put down their cell phones, that makes them put 
down their text phones, and also, with junior licenses, perhaps 
responsible parents making sure they do not do it. 

Let us not go overboard. And another issue--it was brought up 
that it will be a primary offense, which means somebody could 
be pulled over for doing that, or it could be assumed. Somebody 
could be looking down and changing the radio, and it looks like 
they are texting in that effect. It has been brought up that it is a 
$100 penalty. Folks, in this time in history, if you get a speeding 
ticket, the penalty for speeding is the cheapest part of the ticket. 
It is all of the other fines and fees and additives that we put onto 
those tickets that really cost the money. So this $100 violation 
cost could very well end up being $250 for texting. 

Let us make it a secondary offense. Let us make sure some-
body did something wrong on the highway, hopefully not trau-
matic like an accident, but perhaps something that a police offi-
cer can pull them over for and make it a secondary offense. Let 
us not go that far. We can come back in a year, and if it does not 
work and we see that carnage on the highways that was brought 
up, we can come back and make it tougher. But let us get this 
legislation passed, let us get it over to the House, and let us at 
least get something on the books, making it inappropriate behav-
ior to text and use cell phones. Keep your eyes on the road, be-
cause after all, these things do weigh 2,000 pounds, 3,000 
pounds, 4,000 pounds. They are very useful, but they are also 
very dangerous. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator FERLO and were 
as follows, viz: 

YEA-36 

Argall Erickson Leach Tartaglione 
Baker Farnese Mensch Tomlinson 
Blake Ferlo One Vance 
Boscola Fontana Piccola Vogel 
Brewster Gordner Pileggi Ward 
Browne Greenleaf Pippy Washington 
Brubaker Hughes Rafferty White Donald 
Costa Kasunic Schwank White Mary Jo 
Dinniman Kitchen Stack Yudichak 

NAY-13 

Alloway 	Mdllhinney 	Smucker 	Williams 
Corman 	Robbins 	Solobay 	Wozniak 
Eichelberger 	Scarnati 	Waugh 	Yaw 
Folmer 
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A majority of the Senators having voted "aye,' the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

Senator PICCOLA, from the Committee on Education, re-
ported the following bills: 

SB 1086 (Pr. No. 1282) 

An Act amending the act of June 14, 1961 (P.L.324, No.188), 
known as The Library Code, providing for State-aid for 2011-2012. 

HB 1352 (Pr. No. 1712) 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, further providing for back-
ground checks of prospective employees and conviction of employees 
of certain offenses. 

SENATE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 

Senators WASHINGTON, BLAKE, BOSCOLA, 
BREWSTER, COSTA, DINNIMAN, FARNESE, FERLO, 
FONTANA, HUGHES, KASUNIC, KITCHEN, LEACH, 
SCHWANK, SOLOBAY, STACK, TARTAGLIONE, WIL-
LIAMS, WOZNIAK and YUDICHAK by unanimous consent, 
offered Senate Resolution No. 133, entitled: 

A Resolution recognizing the month of June 2011 as 'Child Passen-
ger Safety Month" in Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Philadelphia, Senator Washington. 

Senator WASHINGTON. Mr. President, it is very important 
that we do all we can to encourage Pennsylvania's parents to 
protect their children from injury or death in automobile acci-
dents. Therefore, please support a resolution recognizing the 
month of June as "Child Passenger Safety Month" in Pennsylva-
nia. Statistics from Safe Kids USA report that motor vehicle 
crashes are the leading cause of death among children ages 3 to 
14, and that nearly half of motor vehicle deaths in crashes are 
attributed to children who are unrestrained in motor vehicles. 
Proper use of child safety seats reduces the risk of death by as 
much as 71 percent, sparing families untold grief and heartache. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

Senators WASHINGTON, BLAKE, BOSCOLA, 
BREWSTER, COSTA, DINNIMAN, FARNESE, FERLO, 
FONTANA, HUGHES, KASUNIC, KITCHEN, LEACH, 
SCHWANK, SOLOBAY, STACK, TARTAGLIONE, WIL-
LIAMS, WOZNIAK and YUDICHAK, by unanimous consent, 
offered Senate Resolution No. 134, entitled: 

A Resolution designating the month of June 2011, as "Men's Health 
Month" in Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Philadelphia, Senator Washington. 

Senator WASHINGTON. Mr. President, many diseases and 
medical conditions that are male-specific can be successfully 
treated when our fathers, brothers, sons, and husbands are made 
aware of the consequences of not seeking medical attention and 
routine care on a regular basis. Early detection is the key to liv-
ing a long and healthy life. Please support a resolution designat-
ing the month of June 2011 as "Men's Health Month" in Pennsyl-
vania, and I encourage the establishment of lifesaving men's 
health initiatives in our communities. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Chester, Senator Dinniman. 
Senator DINNIMAN. Mr. President, I want to support this 

resolution. There are several of us here in the Senate who have 
gone through prostate cancer, and what we realized was that 
early detection is what saved us. I think what Senator Washing-
ton is saying to the men of this Commonwealth, be they old, be 
they young, or be they somewhere in the middle, is that it is 
about time you take care of yourself. It is your responsibility, and 
it is your responsibility not only to remain healthy, but to help 
your family and your kids and your spouses, because good health 
is essential. 

So I join Senator Washington, and I thank her for rising and 
urging the men of this Commonwealth to be healthy, to get 
tested, whether it be a colonoscopy for the possibility of cancer 
of the colon, whether it be a prostate exam, the PSA tests, or 
other health matters, it is important that you take care of yourself 
for your own good and for the good of your family and your 
community. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

Senator WARD, by unanimous consent, offered Senate Reso-
lution No. 135, entitled: 

A Resolution recognizing June 7, 2011, as "AARP Advocacy Day" 
in Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Westmoreland, Senator Ward. 

Senator WARD. Mr. President, I offer this resolution recog-
nizing "AARP Advocacy Day" in Pennsylvania. The AARP has 
nearly 2 million members in Pennsylvania, and its advocacy is 
widely respected. But beyond that, the AARP members and vol-
unteers give many hours of their time to help their fellow citi-
zens. More than 150 chapters across the Commonwealth provide 
older Pennsylvanians with opportunities for community service 
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through volunteer activities, informational meetings, social gath-
erings, and travel. 

Each year, thousands of AARP volunteers provide free tax 
assistance to more than 113,000 individuals in our Common-
wealth. Through the AARP, 600 instructors teach driver safety 
courses to 31,000 drivers each year, and thousands of older 
Pennsylvanians find local job opportunities through its 
WorkSearch program. The AARP provides helpful consumer 
information on issues ranging from long-term care services to 
reverse mortgages and avoiding scams. 

Many States look to this great organization for help and guid-
ance, and with nearly 2 million senior citizens calling Pennsylva-
nia home, its contributions are felt strongly here in the Keystone 
State. I ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing June 7, 
2011, as AARP Advocacy Day in Pennsylvania. Thank you. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Fort 
Loudon Ruritan Club by Senator Alloway. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis Toth, Brass Rail of Allentown and to Sunburst Property 
Management of Allentown by Senator Browne. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Sand Is-
land Tennis Courts facility by Senators Browne and Boscola. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Clarence 
Frank by Senator Costa. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Garrett James 
Groce by Senator Gordner. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Bryan 
Clougherty by Senator Greenleaf. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Sang Ho Alex 
Park by Senator Orie. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Chief Petty 
Officer Jon Maletto by Senator Scarnati. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Master Ser-
geant Jill M. Kelley by Senator Smucker. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Captain Scott 
D. Flinn, Angelo Marino, Mark Livolsi and to Joseph Solomon 
by Senator Solobay. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Rochelle A.R. 
Frisby by Senator Stack. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Chapel of 
the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit at the Holy Ghost Preparatory 
School of Bensalem by Senator Tomlinson. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Michael J. 
Breen and to the Pennsylvania Health Care Cost Containment 
Council by Senator Vance. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Christopher 
R. Walsh, Davis M. Powers, Dalton Wise and to Jason D. Reed 
by Senator Waugh. 

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTION 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tion, which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the 
late First Lieutenant Demetrius Frison by Senator Smucker. 

POSTHUMOUS CITATIONS 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following cita-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 

Posthumous citations honoring the late John Macerelli and the 
late Alfred W. DeLucia were extended to the families by Senator 
Solobay. 

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION 

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do 
now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from commit-
tees for the first time at today's Session. 

The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 
The bills were as follows: 

SB 388, SB 896, SB 1086, SB 1096, SB 1097 and HB 1352. 

And said bills having been considered for the first time, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider-

ation. 

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lackawanna, Senator Blake. 

Senator BLAKE. Mr. President, I am actually taking to the 
floor of the Senate today to speak a little bit, again, about the 
current budget debate that we are in and some of the priorities, 
with the remaining days of negotiations that relate to this budget. 
I would like to again echo some of the comments I had men-
tioned earlier on the floor of the Senate regarding 'eds and 
meds.' 

Last week, the Auditor General released a special report with 
results of five statewide public hearings about how millions of 
incoming tobacco settlement dollars should be used, and stake-
holders throughout the State went on the record to indicate that, 
in fact, the Governor and the General Assembly should use the 
settlement dollars for health-related programs, as mandated by 
the original Tobacco Settlement Act, Act 77 of 2001. 

Mr. President, again, I think it is important to keep in mind 
that this is a statewide consensus that the Auditor General was 
able to achieve, and I believe that Members of this Caucus have 
been talking about this for weeks, if not months, about the neces-
sity to keep our commitment to health-related use of these dol-
lars. We just heard, here on the floor of the Senate, a resolution 
by Senator Washington regarding men's health and the issue of 
the use of these dollars. 

The other thing I would like to echo are comments of Senator 
Stack, who has been on this floor so often and a lead voice re-
garding the termination of adultBasic that left 41,000 working 
Pennsylvanians without comparable health insurance and his 
constant advocacy for the restoration of that program. There are 
500,000 people on the waiting list for adultBasic, and we need to 
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deal with a commitment to restore that program. I know that 
Senator Stack will continue to advocate that, in this budget cycle, 
as we try to find a way to restore that important health insurance 
program. 

I would also like to speak, Mr. President, about the four re-
gional cancer centers around the State. I have one in the north-
east region in the 22nd Senatorial District, the Northeast Re-
gional Cancer Center. There is also the Abramson Cancer Center 
of the University of Pennsylvania, the University of Pittsburgh 
Cancer Institute, as well as the Penn State Hershey Cancer Insti-
tute. Mr. President, successive budgets have cut the cancer insti-
tutes' money from $2.4 million, to $972,000, to zero in the Gov-
ernor's proposed budget. The House Republican version of the 
budget did show some enlightenment by restoring $450,000 to 
this important set of cancer centers throughout the State. 

Funds used for community-based cancer education, healthcare 
professional education, cancer screening, survivorship programs, 
and informational and awareness programs have resulted in 
proven increases in levels of screening, improved levels in the 
stage of diagnosis, and in reduced pain and suffering and lives 
saved, Mr. President. Pennsylvania will pay later through in-
creased medical costs for people with cancer who could have 
been screened and cancer detected much earlier. Mr. President, 
it is an important commitment that we keep to our cancer centers 
throughout the State, and we should find a way in this budget 
debate to restore the funding needed for that cancer research and 
for that cancer screening. 

Another economic development issue that has been talked 
about throughout the State, and I think one that is worthy of our 
attention right now, Mr. President, is Life Sciences Greenhouses. 
In 2001, Pennsylvania made a bold and unprecedented commit-
ment to the biosciences by committing funds from the Master 
Tobacco Settlement Agreement to support research and encour-
age early-stage funding and enhanced venture funding for the 
Life Sciences Greenhouses program. 

We were stimulating commercialization, and through Febru-
ary 15, 2011, Life Sciences Greenhouses has created over 3,100 
jobs in this State, retained over 2,700 jobs, supported new com-
panies in the amount of 136, and supported indirect jobs by a 
multiplier that we can calculate at over 20,000 throughout the 
State. We have been a leader in early-stage life sciences invest-
ment as a result of Life Sciences Greenhouses, and the new gen-
eration of life sciences enterprises in this State have created a 
model for the nation. It takes a decade for many medical devices 
and new therapeutic processes to come to market, even longer 
for life sciences companies to become profitable. The Governor 
had proposed $3 million for Life Sciences Greenhouses, but the 
House Republican budget proposal zeros out the national best 
practices program. In the Senate, we need to restore that and 
acknowledge the Governor's commitment. 

Finally, I would like to speak a little bit about medical 
schools. The DPW Medical Assistance Physician Practice Plans 
is a DPW line item that supports medical schools at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, Drexel, and Thomas Jefferson. The current 
year funding was $28.8 million, which included just under $10 
million in State money and about $3.1 million in Federal money. 
For the last 2 years, the Federal match has made up approxi-
mately 66 percent of this funding due to enhanced Medicaid 
match under the Federal stimulus. Governor Corbett had pro-
posed a complete elimination of this funding for fiscal year 2012. 

The Medical Assistance State-related academic medical centers 
have also been proposed for complete elimination. Funding for 
State-related medical schools at Pittsburgh, PSU Hershey, and 
Temple comes from a line item called Medical Assistance - 
State-related academic medical centers in DPW, about $19 mil-
lion, and this funding being eliminated is about $44.3 million, 
including the Federal match. 

In northeastern Pennsylvania, my district, the medical college 
of northeastern Pennsylvania has been eliminated, $3.9 million 
for The Commonwealth Medical College. These cuts to our State 
medical schools will have severe and detrimental impacts on 
important programs that train future doctors and that have vast 
economic benefits for the Commonwealth. 

Mr. President, in New Jersey, Governor Christie is proposing 
$170 million for the medical and dental school of New Jersey, 
comprised of three medical schools: a dental school, a nursing 
school, and allied health programs, the same amount of funds 
that these schools got last year in 2010-11. In West Virginia, the 
Governor is proposing $18 million for the West Virginia Univer-
sity Health Sciences program and $12 million for the Joan C. 
Edwards School of Medicine at Marshall University, a private 
school in West Virginia. These dollars, again, are concurrent 
with prior-year funding. It is critically important that this Com-
monwealth retain its competitive position with respect to its med-
ical schools, Mr. President, and I would like to see us in the Sen-
ate restore this essential funding. 

My last element of consideration, again, on the "eds and 
meds" front has to do with our hospitals. Mr. President, the Hos-
pital and Health System Association of Pennsylvania released a 
report called "Pennsylvania Hospital Quality: Achieving More 
Together." Key findings evidenced tremendous improvement 
with respect to urinary tract infections, blood stream infection 
rates, and reduced healthcare-associated infections, HAIs, a sig-
nificant double-digit reduction in these healthcare-associated 
infections. 

We were the first State to create a patient safety organization. 
A HAP report includes several hospital highlights that review 
real-world successes achieved by our hospitals across the State. 
Earlier this year, the Governor put forth a budget plan that in-
tended to make jobs grow--sort the must-haves from the 
nice-to-haves, said the Governor--but the Governor has also in-
cluded cutting Medicaid payments to hospitals in the amount of 
$333 million, jeopardizing hundreds of thousands of people 
across the State, accident victims and burn victims, from the 
healthcare they need and from the assistance that they need. 

More recently, the House of Representatives advanced their 
own budget plan, which proposed to cut hospital Medicaid pay-
ments a staggering $413 million. Hospitals are a must-have, not 
a nice-to-have, for Pennsylvania citizens, providing essential 
healthcare services for millions of patients each year and stable 
employment for hundreds of healthcare workers throughout the 
State. 

As lawmakers, we have to deal with the difficulty of this bud-
get, but the "eds and meds" have been an important stabilizing 
fabric of our economy for years, Mr. President, and in this bud-
get, we need to evidence our priorities for the "eds and meds," 
not only to sustain the economic vitality of the State, but to guar-
antee quality healthcare for Pennsylvanians. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
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The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, Senator Stack. 

Senator STACK. Mr. President, I was encouraged today to 
stand with my friend and colleague, Senator Farnese, and other 
Members of this Chamber, along with Members of the House, on 
the issue of fair funding for the arts and culture here in Pennsyl-
vania. What is important about this issue is, naturally, as the 
loyal opposition, we tend to say a number of things which, per-
haps, folks on the other side of the aisle would consider negative 
toward Governor Corbett, but on this issue, let us be clear, Gov-
ernor Corbett and the First Lady, Mrs. Corbett, have it right: We 
have to have reasonable funding in our State budget to support 
culture and arts here in Pennsylvania. 

It is an economic power driver. It creates jobs, it creates mil-
lions of dollars for the State, and it triggers extra dollars in tour-
ism, restaurants, and small businesses. When we choose to cut 
that particular area of the budget, as the House Republicans have 
done, what we are saying is, we are not investing in any plan for 
the future, we are not investing in the programs that really work 
here in Pennsylvania. We are taking the wrong road, and we are 
proud of it. So I am glad that we are not doing that on this side 
of the aisle and that we are fighting for that issue, as well as 
Governor Corbett and the First Lady. 

Now, let me make a switch of gears. We are here on June 7, 
still trying to figure out a way to solve the worst budget deficit 
crisis that we have seen in years. And each and every day that 
passes, I hear Members of the Republican Caucus in the House. 
the Democratic Caucus in the House, the Senate Republican 
Caucus, and the Senate Democratic Caucus still talking about the 
issue of, quote, unquote, "a severance tax" or a local impact fee 
with regard to the Marcellus Shale issue. I find it absolutely in-
credible and baffling that this is an issue that we have not settled 
by this point in time. And with the numbers I am looking at with 
regard to this budget, how can we talk about slashing public 
education, creating devastating cuts toward public education, 
slashing all kinds of programs across the board, and saying we 
do not have the money to fund these programs, so everyone is 
going to have to suck it up and suffer. 

The fact of the matter is, we have a revenue source, and that 
is the Marcellus Shale. The Marcellus Shale is not a new indus-
try. This is natural gas. The folks who drill natural gas are not 
new to the industry. They come from all over the world. They do 
what they have done with precious resources in every other part 
of the world. It is like gold: hey come in, they dig it, they take it 
out, and they take it somewhere else. It is a natural resource, and 
it belongs to all of Pennsylvania. 

So for us to still not have set up some kind of funding mecha-
nism with regard to the Marcellus Shale is insane. We should not 
be considering any cuts until we have decided how many hun-
dreds of millions of dollars we will get from some kind of sever-
ance tax on the Marcellus Shale, or whether it is a local impact 
fee--which, by the way, I salute the President pro tempore, Sena-
tor Scarnati, on the local impact fee. One of the things I like 
about his legislation is, not only does revenue go to the particular 
communities that are impacted, but there is a way that this ends 
up having a statewide benefit, and I still think it has to be a state-
wide or global approach on this issue because we are talking 
about every man, woman, and child's natural resources here in 
Pennsylvania. 

If you live in Pennsylvania, you have a stake in Marcellus 
Shale. So the legislation that I have seen out there in West Vir-
ginia, which some people consider a comparable state to Penn-
sylvania, but in many ways, it is smaller and less populated, and 
it does not have the same kinds of demands that we have and it 
does not have the same kind of natural gas reserves that we have 
in Pennsylvania--West Virginia derives $416 million a year from 
their severance tax. If we are not in that kind of a ballpark, I am 
not going to support any kind of Marcellus Shale legislation. But 
keep in mind, Mr. President, I am not convinced we are going to 
see it or vote on it. So I urge--I will tell Governor Corbett, he is 
correct on culture and arts, but he is dead wrong on the 
Marcellus Shale. If we are going to pass a budget with which we 
can all live, we are going to have to find that revenue before we 
commit devastating cuts against the middle class, people who are 
trying to work for a living here in Pennsylvania, and the unin-
sured. It is an outrage, and I am not going to support that kind of 
program. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Philadelphia, Senator Farnese. 
Senator FARNESE. Mr. President, over the last several 

weeks, actually months, during this budget process, I have stood 
at the podium, I have talked about where the priorities are of this 
body, where the priorities are of this administration. What is this 
administration's vision for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania? 
Where are they articulating taking the people as we move for-
ward? And one of the first things we did in this body was move 
a piece of legislation which I believe severely limited a woman's 
access to healthcare, and that is Senate Bill No. 3. 

Let me just be very clear about this. I am supportive, always 
have been supportive, of a woman's right to choose, period. That 
is where I stand on this issue, that is where I will always stand on 
this issue, and I will continue to advocate for that. But, I believe 
what we have done today--and when I look at what is going on 
in this building, not only in this Chamber, but across the building 
in the House, I really cannot get my arms around the direction 
that the Republicans want to take the Commonwealth. Where do 
they want us to go next? And I say that because, what have we 
done today, recently? Well, not only have we passed a bill that, 
in my opinion, is going to severely hurt women and their access 
to healthcare--and if you think that the Gosnell problem in Phila-
delphia, which was a horrible, horrible circumstance, if you think 
this bill that passed today in any way, shape, or form is going to 
address that problem, you are kidding yourself. You are simply 
kidding yourself. 

Let us be honest about what the bill does. If we are supposed 
to be honest with each other, let us be honest about what the bill 
does. It is meant to prevent women, or prohibit women, from 
getting legal abortions in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
That is what it is supposed to do. It is supposed to make it as 
difficult as possible. We had an opportunity to amend it, to try to 
make it a little bit better, but we fell short, as we often do. 

And at the same time that we are going after women and their 
access to healthcare, we take a crack at cutting arts and culture 
in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania by 70 percent. Where are 
your priorities? Where do you want to take the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania? What is your direction? There is a significant 
disconnect between what it takes to run for an elective office in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and what it takes to lead. 
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You cannot lead by cutting access to healthcare, by cutting 
41,000 people off of healthcare, and by cutting educational pro-
grams. 

Arts and culture in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is an 
educational program. Not only, Mr. President, is it an economic 
generator for the millions and millions of dollars that it brings in 
every year in tax revenue and jobs, over $200-some million, but 
just as importantly, it is a key piece of a child's educational de-
velopment. It offers them an opportunity to learn and grow, an 
area that a lot of children do not get exposure to in many, many 
parts of the Commonwealth. It is vital to their development. And 
when you cut funding for the arts and culture, when you system-
atically go after men, women, and children who need these ser-
vices, one has to step back and say, where are the priorities of 
this administration? Where do they see the Commonwealth go-
ing? 

Then, you have to ask yourself the other question--you are 
cutting arts and culture, you are going after women's rights and 
access to healthcare, and at the same time, you refuse to have a 
conversation about taxing the Marcellus Shale. That is right, 
taxing the Marcellus Shale. Because if you think you can talk 
about these issues in a vacuum, if you think you can legitimately 
look at things and say, well, we can do this over here because we 
said this on the campaign trail, but it is okay to cut 41,000 people 
off of healthcare coverage, it is just wrong. 

I said it before, one of the smartest things a person can do 
when they make a mistake is to take measures to correct it. The 
opportunity to correct that mistake is beginning to run down. The 
clock is really ticking on the opportunities for this administration 
to right a wrong, a direction that I do not believe, and many peo-
ple do not believe, this Commonwealth should be going. 

So today, Mr. President, I think it is appropriate to let the 
people of Pennsylvania know that there is another way to go, that 
many people on our side of the aisle, and I believe on the other--I 
do not think this is a 100-percent Democratic or Republican is-
sue--but I believe there are people in this Commonwealth who 
honestly believe that what we should be doing is concentrating 
on job creation and job development. I heard my Democratic 
colleagues in the House at a press conference yesterday talking 
about a ridiculous bill that is supposed to address voter fraud. 
The bill would make it extremely difficult, if not impossible, for 
folks to get out and exercise their right to vote, by using a picture 
ID for every single time they go to the voter polls. Why are we 
wasting our time on legislation like that, like Senate Bill No. 3, 
like cutting 70 percent of the arts and culture? Why are we wast-
ing the people's time on these ridiculous moves that do not get us 
any closer to solving our problems? 

What we should be focused on are our budgetary problems 
and getting people back to work. That is the only thing we 
should be focused on. I did not say it, this administration said it. 
They said it for 3 months when they campaigned - that all they 
cared about was getting people back to work. Yet, when they get 
to work, they go after women's access to healthcare, they cut 
people off from access to healthcare, and now, the new target of 
the day is arts and culture, even though arts and culture brings in 
millions and millions of dollars and sustains thousands and thou-
sands of good paying jobs. 

Unfortunately, Mr. President, that is where we are. That is 
where we are headed. There is still time to get off of that path. 
There is still time to rectify the problems that many of us see in  

the direction that we are heading during this budget season. 
Again, I hope that the lesson that I learned many, many years ago 
will be learned by this administration, and that is, if you make a 
mistake, the smartest thing you can do is correct it. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Philadelphia, Senator Hughes. 
Senator HUGHES. Mr. President, just to continue the train of 

thought that the previous speaker, my good friend, Senator 
Famese, raised, we are in a situation where the original assess-
ments about where we are in the Commonwealth, where the 
State budget exists in the Commonwealth, which were made 
back on March 8--clearly, those original assessments have not 
borne fruit. They are not where we are. The assumptions made 
on March 8 is not where Pennsylvania is right now. 

The fact is, effective May 31, a few short days ago, the num-
bers came in at the close of business, and we revealed them on 
the morning of June 1, that the State is now in a budget surplus 
of approximately $539 million. Back on March 8, the original 
budget surplus was estimated to be about $78 million. Well, the 
truth is, the numbers have come in, and the growth that has oc-
curred in the Commonwealth, based on a decade's worth of in-
vestments in the right things, has now grown to $539 million. 

Mr. President, now that does not include what probably will 
be the case when we get to the end of June. Many of us are be-
ginning to feel that the budget surplus, the operating surplus of 
the current year dollars, was probably somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of $600 million. We say that because there is a great 
track record of evidence that indicates the month of June is the 
third most productive month, in terms of tax receipts, of the 12 
months. The month of June is, as I said, the third most produc-
tive month of the 12 months of tax receipts. Given that history, 
I think there is a safe assumption that we will probably be in a 
current year budget surplus of about $600 million. 

Given that, Mr. President, I really think, and our entire Cau-
cus thinks, that the administration really needs to be thoughtful 
about realigning its priorities and realigning its spending patterns 
to accommodate the growth in Pennsylvania's budget. The suc-
cess of the economic conditions in the Commonwealth are not 
where we want them to be, but are clearly in a much better posi-
tion than most other States in the country. We need to do the 
things that are appropriate to keep that growth going, to keep that 
success rate going. 

A redeployment of the budget surplus of $600 million into 
areas like funding for the arts, into areas like funding for basic 
education, which surely need some significant support--we hear 
that an overwhelming majority of the school districts in the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, because of projected cuts by the 
administration, are now projected to have to raise local property 
taxes because they are not getting appropriate support from the 
State. Well, now it is clear that the State does have money, the 
State is in a surplus, and not just a small surplus, but a rather 
dramatic surplus which will more than likely continue through-
out the 2011-12 budget year. 

With that reality that exists, with the fact that there is poten-
tially $600 million in place, we need to rewrite the original ar-
rangements that were put in place in terms of how to spend the 
money and drive dollars back to areas that clearly, without any 
hesitation, will benefit every citizen in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. Basic education funding, I am sure, has to be a 
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priority, has to be paramount. But the conversation about restor-
ing funding to the arts, I think, is very significant. 

The arts community and everything that comes out of that 
community is probably one of the most productive economic 
engines that the State has. It clearly surpasses the fabled sports 
teams that we all enjoy. Our baseball teams, our football teams, 
our basketball teams, our hockey teams, our soccer teams, our 
lacrosse teams, and everything we do here in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania with our athletic teams and facilities at the pro- 
fessional level are clearly important to the Commonwealth. They 
are important economically to the Commonwealth, and they are 
important in terms of the enjoyment that every Pennsylvania 
citizen gets when they root for their Pennsylvania home team. 
However, as an economic benefit, they are far surpassed by the 
investments made in our arts community, from the local dance 
team to the orchestra, from the local museum and the art exhibi-
tion to some of the most incredibly sophisticated artistic techno-
logical breakthroughs that we all now enjoy. 

I think, Mr. President, that since we clearly have dollars in 
place, we have not even talked about the other programmatic 
opportunities that exist to create savings in the Commonwealth, 
which then yield more dollars and create savings in the Com-
monwealth. We can clearly invest in the arts. We can clearly 
invest in our higher education academic institutions. We can 
clearly invest in job creation programs. We can clearly invest in 
areas like HEMAP, which really needs the support that is appro-
priate. 

The HEMAP program is the Homeowners Emergency Mort-
gage Assistance Program. It is the program that is one of the first 
in the country to assist homeowners who are now in a foreclo- 
sure situation. It stops a foreclosure and creates a window and a 
pool of dollars that homeowners can utilize to refinance their 
mortgages and then go forward, getting them out of foreclosure 
with a new arrangement. Clearly, the housing market remains to 
be, probably, the last area that has not benefitted from a turn- 
around in Pennsylvania's economy. We are still dragging in that 
area. So investments in the HEMAP program and other similarly 
situated programs will really be important to the Commonwealth. 

We can still put a small portion of the State's surpluses into 
the Rainy Day Fund, a small portion. Because we have to recog- 
nize that it is raining right now on Pennsylvania's people, that 
Pennsylvania's people are suffering. We cannot ignore the fact 
that 42,000 people who were formerly in the adultBasic program 
were summarily dismissed from that program, without any real 
significant lifeline made available to them to keep them going. 
Well, you know, they need help, and the administration needs to 
respond to that help. The administration has made available to us 
new dollars to try to respond to the support that they need. 

We need to figure out, as we come to closure over the next 3 
weeks, with respect to budget negations, how are we going to put 
Pennsylvania's people first. They need to be put first in terms of 
whatever dynamic we come together with to craft a final docu-
ment and agreement on a State budget. The people of Pennsylva- 
nia need to be put first. The children going to school need to 
have the adequate resources in that school so that they can get 
the quality education that they deserve. Our students going to 
college need to get the appropriate support that they are due so 
that they do not have to be confronted with 10-, 15-, 20-, or 
25-percent tuition increases. If we do not fully fund our college 
and university system, these young people will be confronted 

with the reality of a potentially large tuition increase, which they 
just cannot handle. 

Our job creation engines in the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia need to be funded. We need to put people to work. We need 
to put people to work in high-tech jobs, we need to put people to 
work in all kinds of economic development activity across the 
Commonwealth so that we can have the workforce that we de-
serve to have in Pennsylvania, and the dollars exist to help make 
that happen. We need to support the arts. We need to support our 
HEMAP program, our mortgage foreclosure program. We have 
the resources to do it, Mr. President. The administration needs to 
take the lead, in terms of freeing us up in the House and the Sen-
ate, to create a budget environment so we can drive resources to 
those areas, so we can solve the problems of this Commonwealth 
and put Pennsylvania's people first. 

Mr. President, we are urging, once again, as we are here on 
June 7, that we put Pennsylvania's people first, that we come up 
with a budget resolve that indicates that we are conscious of our 
budget surplus and are going to drive that surplus to helping 
those who are so desperately in need, for us to be leaders for 
them and supporters of them in their time of need. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Lancaster, Senator Brubaker. 
Senator BRUBAKER. Mr. President, I submit my essays for 

the record. 
The PRESIDENT. They will be spread upon the record. 

(The following documents were made part of the record at the 
request of the gentleman from Lancaster, Senator BRUBAKER:) 

Helping the Bay 

Austin Hartman 
Eighth Grade 
Columbia Jr./Sr. High School 

The Chesapeake Bay was very healthy about a hundred years ago, 
but now the bay is a grade D. That is not a good thing. We need to start 
helping the bay by doing small things everywhere you go. The bay is 
really important to our State because of our water and food supply. I 
think my family and I can help the Bay by doing three things, by help-
ing at home, helping in the community, and sending ideas to the EPA. 

First, we can stop using so much energy to help the pollution in the 
bay. We can ride bikes in town to places instead of driving so all those 
chemicals won't get into the water, and we can use reusable cups and 
plates, so then cups won't lead into the water and kill off some of our 
fish species. 

Next, my family and I can go out and pick up trash around the 
rivers and streams. We can fish out trash in the water and throw them 
out. We all can plant trees around our community and near the bay. If 
we plant more trees on the side of the bay that has the most pavement 
land, it can help the bay a lot. The pavement land sends in chemicals 
and dirt into the water but the other side has forest and marsh. The for-
est and marsh acts as a filter. The water goes into the forest and the 
trees and plants absorb the water, which helps not only the bay but, the 
environment too. 

Finally, we can send ideas and plans to the EPA to help save the 
bay and planet earth. We also can get involved in our community's 
helping center. We can send money for supplies they need to help the 
bay. Helping EPA can really do good things to the bay. EPA is big but 
if we all contribute, we can make a difference. 

The Chesapeake Bay is in trouble and we need to act now and help 
before it's too late. We can help by doing thing at home, doing things 
for our community, and helping EPA. This is our world and we need to 
take care of it. 
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Isaiah Acosta 
Fifth Grade 
Park Elementary School 

The Chesapeake Bay lies off the Atlantic Ocean surrounded by 
Maryland and Virginia. The bay is about 200 miles long. The Chesa-
peake Bay is very large for fish to live in and have their baby's and they 
won't die from the pollution in the water. The drainage basin covers 
64,299 square miles in the District of Columbia and parts of six states. 

The way I would help clean up Chesapeake Bay is that I would 
help clean up Chesapeake Bay so animals won't die in the ocean. The 
Chesapeake Bay is home to fresh water, salt water, and brackish water. 
It is home to 300 species of fish and numerous shellfish and crab spe-
cies. 

The way Columbia, as a town, can help is to start cleaning up the 
Susquehanna River because the river is polluted with chemicals that can 
kill the fish. They will have nowhere to eat, lay eggs, and find shelter 
or else they will die from the pollution. Columbia started new projects 
which is Riverfront Projects which started rain gardens, park rangers' 
corner on sidewalks painted blue waves that says "Save our rivers and 
Protect our waters." Another project there is the arbor committee which 
plant trees all around towns. 

President Obama has declared that the Chesapeake Bay is a na-
tional treasure and we all should try and help keep the bay clean. Sena-
tor Michael Brubaker, chairman of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation is 
also concerned about keeping our waterways clean. It is up to all of us 
to help keep Susquehanna River and the Chesapeake Bay clean. 

The Chesapeake Bay 

Alexandra McCray 
Fourth Grade 
Highland Elementary School 

The Chesapeake Bay is being polluted all the time. By making a 
change, people in PA can help improve the conditions of this important 
water way. This paper will explain how to help. We can pick up litter. 
We can make industries clean up. We can conserve, and recycle. 

I think that we should make industries clean up. For people that run 
dairy branches, I think that you should fence your cattle away from the 
water (no matter how much they love it) because if you don't your cows 
urine and manure could eventually end up in the Chesapeake. For coal 
owners don't mine near a river, stream, or creek. Coal has deadly natural 
chemicals that can affect the Chesapeake. Litter is a problem every- 
where. HELLO PEOPLE!!!!! It's against the law and it is completely, 
100%, 10/10 disgusting. I mean really if there is a trash can in the park 
it's not just there to look pretty. USE IT!!!!! Your litter can get into the 
ground water and eventually get into the Chesapeake. No over fishing. 
Over fishing can harm the Chesapeake. Over fishing can make some of 
the most beloved fish extinct. 

We should recycle. Recycling is very important because if we 
threw out everything it would extend our landfill which could eventu- 
ally take up our living space. We should also conserve water because 
what water that goes down the drain gets dumped into the Chesapeake. 
Electricity also needs to be conserved because power plants use chemi- 
cals that affect the air, water, and environment around them. When it 
rains the rain collects the pollution. It goes into the ground water. The 
more energy we use, the more chemicals, the more pollution. 

So now you see why we should make industries clean up, and why 
we should recycle, and conserve. I hope that we can reach out to the 
public and make them clean up their act! 

Leah Davis 
Second Grade 
Octorara Primary Learning Center 

The Chesapeake Bay is not as healthy as it should be. The water 
plants, fish, birds, and animals that live there are sick and dying. Many 
people who live in the large watershed area around the Bay have been 
polluting it; usually without even knowing it. If you want to know how 
to make the Bay more healthy, just read this! 

Don't fertilize or water your lawn or garden too much. Extra water 
might wash the fertilizer chemicals into streams that go into the Bay. 
Chemicals make water plants and fish sick. 

Plant trees to keep dirt in place. Loose dirt might be washed to the 
Bay by rain. Fish eggs and small animals can be smothered by too much 
dirt in the water. 

Save electricity by turning off the TV and computer and playing 
outside. Share rides, take the bus or ride your bike to go shopping. Fac-
tories that make electricity put out a lot of smoke. Car exhausts make 
smoke too. The smoke is air pollution and rain brings it back into the 
Bay and makes it sick. 

Don't litter; do recycle. Garbage can be washed into the Bay and 
hurt animals and birds. Recycling saves energy and keeps air pollution 
lower. 

Teach others what you know about the Chesapeake Bay and how 
to make the Bay more healthy. Tell them to just read this! 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE GOVERNOR 

NOMINATIONS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com-
munications in writing from His Excellency, the Governor of the 
Commonwealth, which were read as follows and referred to the 
Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations: 

MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY 

June 7, 2011 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Gregory I. Bittner, O.D., 4047 LeTort 
Lane, Allison Park 15 10 1, Allegheny County, Fortieth Senatorial Dis-
trict, for appointment as a member of the State Board of Optometry, to 
serve for a term of four years or until his successor is appointed and 
qualified, but not longer than six months beyond that period, vice Marc 
M. Berson, O.D., Orefield, whose term expired. 

TOM CORBEIT 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA 
PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

June 7, 2011 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Pamela A. Witmer, 43 Hillymede 
Drive, Hummelstown 17036, Dauphin County, Fifteenth Senatorial 
District, for appointment as a member of the Pennsylvania Public Util-
ity Commission, to serve until April 1, 2016, or until her successor is 
appointed and qualified, but not longer than six months beyond that 
period, vice Tyrone J. Christy, Renfrew, whose term expired. 

TOM CORBET 
Governor 

HOUSE MESSAGES 

HOUSE BILLS FOR CONCURRENCE 

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented to the 
Senate the following bills for concurrence, which were referred 
to the committees indicated: 
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June 7, 2011 

HB 463 -- Committee on Aging and Youth. 
HB 608 -- Committee on Environmental Resources and En- 

ergy. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY 

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of 
the Senate: 

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2011 

9:30 A.M. 	AGING AND YOUTH (to consider Room 461 
Senate Bills No. 550 and 1095) Main Capitol 

9:30 A.M. 	EDUCATION (public hearing on the Hrg. Rm. I 
subject of teacher evaluations and North Off. 
effectiveness with a focus on the Corbett 
Administrations emphasis on including 
student performance/achievement and 
Senate Bill No. 1087) 

10:00 A.M. 	LAW AND JUSTICE (to consider Senate Room 8E-B 
Bill No. 117; and House Bill No. 148) East Wing 

10:00 A.M. 	PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE (to Room 461 
consider Senate Bills No. 349, 361 and Main Capitol 
458; and House Bills No. 140 and 960) 

THURSDAY, JUNE 9.2011 

11:00 A.M. 	STATE GOVERNMENT (joint hearing Cranberry 
with the House State Government Twp. 
Committee to consider Congressional Municipal 
Redistricting) Bldg., 2525 

Rochester 
Road 
Cranberry 
Twp., PA 

MONDAY, JUNE 13, 2011 

10:30 A.M. 	GAME AND FISHERIES (public hearing Room 8E-A 
with the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat East Wing 
Commission regarding license flexibility) 
CANCELLED 

TUESDAY, JUNE 14. 2011 

9:00 A.M. 	STATE GOVERNMENT (joint hearing 	Hrg. Rm. I 
with the House State Government 	North Off. 
Committee to consider Congressional 
Redistricting) 

10:00 A.M. 	ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND Sen. Maj. 
ENERGY (to consider the nomination of Caucus Rm. 
Bernard A. Labuskes, Jr., Esq., to the 
Environmental Hearing Board) 

12:00 P.M. 	CONSUMER PROTECTION AND 	Room 461 
PROFESSIONAL UCENSURE (to 	Main Capitol 
consider the nomination of the Hon. Katie 
True for Commissioner of Professional and 
Occupational Affairs) 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 2011 

9:30 A.M. 	COMMUNICATIONS AND Room 8E-A 
TECHNOLOGY (to consider Senate Bills East Wing 
No. 162, 354, 355 and 356; and Senate 
Resolution No. 10) 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22.2011 

9:30 A.M. 	URBAN AFFAIRS AND HOUSING Sen. Maj. 
(public hearing on the requirements for Caucus Rm. 
carbon monoxide (CO) alarms) 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lehigh, Senator Browne. 

Senator BROWNE. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do 
now recess until Wednesday, June 8, 2011, at II a.m., Eastern 
Daylight Saving Time, unless sooner recalled by the President 
pro tempore. 

The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 
The Senate recessed at 5:03 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving 

Time. 


