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The Senate met at 1 p.m., Eastern Standard Time. 

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Jim Cawley) in the 
Chair. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Reverend KELLY WIANT, Pastor of Market 
Square Presbyterian Church, Harrisburg, offered the following 
prayer: 

God, we give You thanks for the work You have called us to, 
for the people we have the opportunity to serve, and for the col-
leagues who work beside us for the common good. Therefore, we 
ask that we might live lives of gratitude and that the decisions we 
make today and in the weeks and months ahead might be filled 
with wisdom, compassion, courage, and with real hope for the 
future. We ask that You fill us today and every day with patience 
and passion. Amen. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Reverend Wiant, who is 
the guest today of Senator Piccola. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.) 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE GOVERNOR 

NOMINATIONS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com-
munications in writing from His Excellency, the Governor of the 
Commonwealth, which were read as follows and referred to the 
Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations: 

MEMBER OF THE DELAWARE VALLEY REGIONAL 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

March 4, 2011 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Ronald G Henry, 711 Pennstone 
Road, Bryn Mawr 19010, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial 
District, for appointment as a member of the Delaware Valley Regional 
Planning Commission, to serve at the pleasure of the Governor, vice 
David G Mandelbaum, Merion Station, resigned. 

TOM CORBETF 
Governor 

March 4, 2011 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In confomiity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Timothy R. Thyreen, 51 West College 
Street, Waynesburg 15370, Greene County, Forty-sixth Senatorial Dis-
trict, for appointment as a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency, to serve until June 
30, 2011, and until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice 
Murray Utberg, Kingston, resigned. 

TOM CORBETF 
Governor 

RECALL COMMUNICATION 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com-
munication in writing from His Excellency, the Governor of the 
Commonwealth, which was read as follows and referred to the 
Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations: 

SHERIFF, PHILADELPHIA COUNTY 

March 4, 2011 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In accordance with the power and authority vested in me as Gover-
nor of the Commonwealth, I do hereby recall my nomination dated 
January 3, 2011, and corrected on January 13, 2011, for the appoint-
ment of The Honorable Barbara Deeley, 100 South Broad Street, 5th 
Floor, Philadelphia 19110, Philadelphia County, Fifth Senatorial Dis-
trict, as Sheriff, in and for the County of Philadelphia, to serve until the 
first Monday of January 2012, vice The Honorable John D. Green, 
resigned. 

I respectfully request the return to me of the official message of 
nomination on the premises. 

TOM CORBETT 
Governor 

HOUSE MESSAGE 

HOUSE BILL FOR CONCURRENCE 

The Clerk of the House of Representatives presented to the 
Senate the following bill for concurrence, which was referred to 
the committee indicated: 
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March 3. 2011 

HB 378 -- Committee on State Government. 

BILLS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate 
Bills numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which were 
read by the Clerk: 

March 4, 2011 

Senators BAKER, ARGALL, BOSCOLA, BREWSTER, 
BROWNE, DINNIMAN, EARLL, EICHELBERGER, 
ERICKSON, FARNESE, FOLMER, FONTANA, 
McILHINNEY, MENSCH, ORIE, PIPPY, RAFFERTY, 
SMUCKER, SOLOBAY, TARTAGLIONE, WAUGH, D. 
WHITE, WILLIAMS and YUDICHAK presented to the Chair 
SB 351, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in particular rights and immunities, 
further providing for Good Samaritan civil immunity for use of auto-
mated external defibrillator and for nonmedical good Samaritan civil 
immunity. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 4, 2011. 

Senators WILLIAMS, TARTAGLIONE, ERICKSON, RAF-
FERTY, BOSCOLA, GREENLEAF and WOZNIAK presented 
to the Chair SB 733, entitled: 

An Act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 42 (Judi-
ciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Stat-
utes, providing for responsibility of parents and guardians and for pre-
trial diversion program. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 4, 2011. 

Senators VANCE, BROWNE, EARLL, GREENLEAF, RAF-
FERTY, PILEGGI, BOSCOLA, FONTANA, WAUGH, 
COSTA, YUDICHAK, WASHINGTON and FERLO presented 
to the Chair SB 734, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of December 19, 1986 (P.L.1737, 
No.209), known as the Insurance Payment to Registered Nurse Law, 
adding a definition of 'registered nurse first assistant; and further pro-
viding for scope of coverage. 

Which was committed to the Committee on BANKING AND 
INSURANCE, March 4, 2011. 

Senators RAFFERTY, ARGALL, KITCHEN, VOGEL, D. 
WHITE, FARNESE, WAUGH, BAKER, STACK, YUDICHAK, 
WARD, BROWNE, ERICKSON, BOSCOLA and 
TARTAGLIONE presented to the Chair SB 735, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, providing for loan forgive-
ness for certain physicians. 

Which was committed to the Committee on EDUCATION, 
March 4, 2011. 

Senators RAFFERTY, BROWNE, WAUGH, MENSCH, 
TARTAGLIONE and BOSCOLA presented to the Chair SB 736, 
entitled: 

An Act amending the act of September 27, 1961 (P.L.1700, 
No.699), known as the Pharmacy Act, further providing for definitions; 
and providing for registration, qualifications and supervision of phar-
macy technicians and pharmacy technician trainees. 

Which was committed to the Committee on CONSUMER 
PROTECTION AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE, March 
4,2011. 

Senators RAFFERTY, BROWNE, EICHELBERGER, 
WAUGH, BREWSTER, FONTANA, ERICKSON, SCARNATI, 
ALLOWAY, PIPPY, BOSCOLA and YUDICHAK presented to 
the Chair SB 737, entitled: 

An Act providing for a memorandum of understanding between the 
Commonwealth and the United States Department of Justice or Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

Which was committed to the Committee on LAW AND JUS-
TICE, March 4, 2011. 

Senators RAFFERTY, BROWNE, LEACH, STACK, 
ERICKSON, ALLOWAY, COSTA and GREENLEAF presented 
to the Chair SB 738, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in medical education loan 
assistance, further providing for definitions and for Pennsylvania Medi-
cal Education Loan Assistance Program; and establishing a loan for-
giveness program for physician assistants. 

Which was committed to the Committee on EDUCATION, 
March 4, 2011. 

Senators RAFFERTY, BROWNE, D. WHITE, MENSCH, 
ARGALL, TARTAGLIONE, YAW, M. WHITE, GREENLEAF, 
YUDICHAK and FARNESE presented to the Chair SB 739, 
entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 20, 2002 (P.L. 154, No. 13), 
known as the Medical Care Availability and Reduction of Error (Mcare) 
Act, establishing the Mcare Commission. 

Which was committed to the Committee on BANKING AND 
INSURANCE, March 4, 2011. 

Senators RAFFERTY, ORIE, FOLMER, ERICKSON, M. 
WHITE and PICCOLA presented to the Chair SB 740, entitled: 

A Supplement to the act of June 12, 1931 (P.L.575, No.200), enti-
tled "An act providing for joint action by Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
in the development of the ports on the lower Delaware River, and the 
improvement of the facilities for transportation across the river; autho-
rizing the Governor, for these purposes, to enter into an agreement with 
New Jersey; creating The Delaware River Joint Commission and speci-
fying the powers and duties thereof, including the power to finance 
projects by the issuance of revenue bonds; transferring to the new com-
mission all the powers of the Delaware River Bridge Joint Commission; 
and making an appropriation," further providing for purposes of com-
mission. 

Which was committed to the Committee on TRANSPORTA-
TION, March 4, 2011. 

Senators RAFFERTY, ERICKSON, FOLMER, FARNESE, 
BREWSTER, STACK, BROWNE, TARTAGLIONE and PIPPY 
presented to the Chair SB 741, entitled: 
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An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, further providing for the offense of accidents involving 
death or personal injury. 

Which was committed to the Committee on TRANSPORTA-
TION, March 4, 2011. 

Senators RAFFERTY, ERICKSON, WAUGH, BREWSTER, 
ALLOWAY, GREENLEAF and YUDICHAK presented to the 
Chair SB 742, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in reimbursements by Com-
monwealth and between school districts, providing for growth supple-
ment for 2011-2012 school year; and making an appropriation. 

Which was committed to the Committee on EDUCATION, 
March 4, 2011. 

Senators RAFFERTY, BAKER, FOLMER, FARNESE, 
PILEGGI, WAUGH, MENSCH, EARLL, BROWNE, YAW, M. 
WHITE, GREENLEAF and WOZNIAK presented to the Chair 
SB 743, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No. 14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in terms and courses of 
study, further providing for teaching safe driving of motor vehicles. 

Which was committed to the Committee on EDUCATION, 
March 4, 2011. 

Senators SCARNATI, ALLOWAY, CORMAN, BROWNE, 
WAUGH, ERICKSON, BRUBAKER, EARLL, ARGALL, D. 
WHITE, RAFFERTY, YAW, MENSCH, YUDICHAK and 
SOLOBAY presented to the Chair SB 745, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of July 5, 1984 (P.L.587, No. 119), known 
as the Rail Freight Preservation and Improvement Act, further providing 
for contracts, procurement and sale of property and competition in 
award of contracts. 

Which was committed to the Committee on TRANSPORTA-
TION, March 4, 2011. 

Senators ERICKSON, PILEGGI, TARTAGLIONE, FERLO 
and ARGALL presented to the Chair SB 747, entitled: 

An Act providing for plumbing contractors licensure; establishing 
the State Board of Plumbing Contractors and providing for its powers 
and duties; conferring powers and imposing duties on the Department 
of Labor and Industry; establishing fees, fines and civil penalties; creat-
ing the Plumbing Contractors Licensure Account; and making an appro-
priation. 

Which was committed to the Committee on CONSUMER 
PROTECTION AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE, March 
4,2011. 

Senators FARNESE, FOLMER, FONTANA, BROWNE, 
RAFFERTY, ORIE, TARTAGLIONE, WARD, 
EICHELBERGER, WAUGH, SOLOBAY, BOSCOLA, WIL-
LIAMS, EARLL and M. WHITE presented to the Chair SB 748, 
entitled: 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for nonmedical 
good Samaritan civil immunity. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 4, 2011. 

March 7. 2011 

Senators YAW, M. WHITE, SCARNATI, PILEGGI, 
COSTA, GREENLEAF, ERICKSON, BROWNE, D. WHITE, 
FOLMER, WARD, FONTANA, GORDNER, PIPPY, 
YUDICHAK, WASHINGTON and WILLIAMS presented to the 
Chair SB 601, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of December 19, 1984 (P.L. 1140, 
No.223), known as the Oil and Gas Act, further providing for defini-
tions, for well permits, for well location restrictions, for protection of 
fresh groundwater, casing requirements and for protection of water 
supplies. 

Which was committed to the Committee on ENVIRONMEN-
TAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY, March 7, 2011. 

Senators YAW, KASUNIC, MENSCH and WOZNIAK pre-
sented to the Chair SB 744, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Penn-
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, in consolidated county assessment, 
further providing for subjects of local taxation, for changes in assessed 
valuation, for assessment of lands divided by boundary lines and for 
separate assessment of coal and surface. 

Which was committed to the Committee on FINANCE, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators PILEGGI, VOGEL, FOLMER, SMUCKER, 
SCARNATI, RAFFERTY, D. WHITE, ERICKSON, KASUNIC, 
BAKER, YAW, PIPPY, ALLOWAY, BRUBAKER, 
EICHELBERGER, GREENLEAF, WAUGH, COSTA, 
MENSCH, YUDICHAK, EARLL, WOZNIAK, M. WHITE and 
WARD presented to the Chair SB 746, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, in realty transfer tax, further provid-
ing for definitions, for excluded transactions and for acquired company; 
and, in inheritance tax, further providing for transfers not subject to tax. 

Which was committed to the Committee on FINANCE, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators DINNIMAN, FONTANA, EARLL, ERICKSON, 
COSTA and WILLIAMS presented to the Chair SB 749, enti-
tled: 

An Act amending Titles 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) and 
75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further provid-
ing for Commonwealth portion of fines, etc. and for municipal corpora-
tion portion of fines, etc.; defining "interactive wireless communication 
device"; further providing for junior drivers license, for learners per-
mits and for suspension of operating privilege; prohibiting use of inter-
active wireless communication device; and further providing for duty 
of driver in construction and maintenance areas or on highway safety 
corridors, for duty of driver in emergency response areas, for accident 
report forms, for department to compile, tabulate and analyze accident 
reports, for television equipment, for restraint systems and for applica-
bility and uniformity of title. 

Which was committed to the Committee on TRANSPORTA-
TION, March 7, 2011. 

Senators VANCE, WARD, PILEGGI, BROWNE, EARLL, 
FOLMER, ORIE, WASHINGTON, BOSCOLA, FONTANA, 
FERLO and BREWSTER presented to the Chair SB 751, enti-
tled: 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in juvenile matters, further defin-
ing "dependent child." 
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Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators VANCE, WARD, PILEGGI, BROWNE, EARLL, 
FOLMER, ORIE, WASHINGTON, BOSCOLA, FONTANA, 
FERLO and BREWSTER presented to the Chair SB 753, enti-
tled: 

An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, further providing for the definition of "child 
abuse." 

Which was committed to the Committee on AGING AND 
YOUTH, March 7, 2011. 

Senators BOSCOLA, RAFFERTY, BROWNE, WAUGH, 
FONTANA, WASHINGTON, WOZNIAK and ERICKSON 
presented to the Chair SB 754, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 44 (Law and Justice) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for policy, for definitions and 
for DNA sample; providing for collection from persons accepted from 
other jurisdictions; and further providing for procedures for withdrawal, 
collection and transmission of DNA samples and for expungement. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators BOSCOLA, ALLOWAY and WAUGH presented to 
the Chair SB 755, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, further providing for the defense of insanity. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators BOSCOLA, BROWNE, FONTANA, WOZNIAK 
and BREWSTER presented to the Chair SB 756, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for registration of do-
mestic violence predators; establishing the Domestic Violence Predator 
Assessment Board; and imposing powers and duties on the Pennsylva-
nia State Police and on the Pennsylvania Board of Probation and Parole. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, KITCHEN, FONTANA, SOLOBAY, 
WAUGH, ORIE, TARTAGLIONE, LEACH, KASUNIC, 
EARLL, MENSCH, FERLO and FARNESE presented to the 
Chair SB 758, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of December 22, 1983 (P.L.306, No.84), 
known as the Board of Vehicles Act, further providing for grounds for 
disciplinary proceedings, and for off-premises sales, shows, exhibitions 
or rallies on Sundays. 

Which was committed to the Committee on CONSUMER 
PROTECTION AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE, March 
7,2011. 

Senators STACK, FERLO, GREENLEAF, LEACH, WIL-
LIAMS and FARNESE presented to the Chair SB 759, entitled: 

An Act establishing the Pennsylvania Innocence Inquiry Commis-
sion within the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts; and pro-
viding for its powers and duties. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, ORIE, MENSCH and BOSCOLA pre-
sented to the Chair SB 760, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 4 (Amusements) of the Pennsylvania Con-
solidated Statutes, providing for Commonwealth land. 

Which was committed to the Committee on COMMUNITY, 
ECONOMIC AND RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, ORIE, WAUGH, MENSCH and 
BOSCOLA presented to the Chair SB 761, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 4 (Amusements) of the Pennsylvania Con-
solidated Statutes, in table games, further providing for local share 
assessment. 

Which was committed to the Committee on COMMUNITY, 
ECONOMIC AND RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, ORIE, MENSCH and BOSCOLA pre-
sented to the Chair SB 762, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 4 (Amusements) of the Pennsylvania Con-
solidated Statutes, further providing for Category 2 slot machine license 
and providing for validity of tax settlement and payment in lieu of taxes 
agreements. 

Which was committed to the Committee on COMMUNITY, 
ECONOMIC AND RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, ORIE, WAUGH, MENSCH and 
BOSCOLA presented to the Chair SB 763, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 4 (Amusements) of the Pennsylvania Con-
solidated Statutes, further providing for definitions and for financial and 
employment interests. 

Which was committed to the Committee on COMMUNITY, 
ECONOMIC AND RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, SOLOBAY, COSTA, D. 
WHITE, WILLIAMS, FERLO and FARNESE presented to the 
Chair SB 764, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of October 6, 1998 (P1.705, No.92), 
known as the Keystone Opportunity Zone, Keystone Opportunity Ex-
pansion Zone and Keystone Opportunity Improvement Zone Act, fur-
ther providing for extension for unoccupied parcels. 

Which was committed to the Committee on FINANCE, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, SOLOBAY, BREWSTER, 
ERICKSON, ORIE, COSTA, BOSCOLA, RAFFERTY, 
LEACH, TARTAGLIONE, FERLO, BROWNE and FARNESE 
presented to the Chair SB 766, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 24, 1976 (P.L.424, No. 101), re-
ferred to as the Emergency and Law Enforcement Personnel Death 
Benefits Act, further providing for death benefit eligibility. 

Which was committed to the Committee on LABOR AND 
INDUSTRY, March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, BREWSTER, COSTA, 
TARTAGLIONE, LEACH and FERLO presented to the Chair 
SB 767, entitled: 
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An Act amending the act of July 23, 1970 (P.L.563, No.195), 
known as the Public Employe Relations Act, further providing for defi-
nitions, for powers of board, for submission of impasse to panel of 
arbitrators and for certain strikes prohibited. 

Which was committed to the Committee on LABOR AND 
INDUSTRY, March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, BREWSTER, BOSCOLA, 
LEACH, BROWNE, FERLO and FARNESE presented to the 
Chair SB 768, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of December 27, 1974 (P1.995, No.326), 
known as the Veterinary Medicine Practice Act, further providing for 
definitions. 

Which was committed to the Committee on CONSUMER 
PROTECTION AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE, March 
7,2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, BREWSTER, BOSCOLA, 
LEACH, BROWNE, FERLO and FARNESE presented to the 
Chair SB 769, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of December 27, 1974 (P.L.995, No.326), 
known as the Veterinary Medicine Practice Act, further providing for 
grounds for disciplinary proceedings. 

Which was committed to the Committee on CONSUMER 
PROTECTION AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE, March 
7,2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, SOLOBAY, ERICKSON, 
RAFFERTY, LEACH, KASUNIC and FARNESE presented to 
the Chair SB 770, entitled: 

An Act amending Titles 24 (Education) and 71 (State Government) 
of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for supplemental 
annuities commencing 2012. 

Which was committed to the Committee on FINANCE, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, BREWSTER, RAFFERTY, 
LEACH, FERLO and FARNESE presented to the Chair SB 771, 
entitled: 

An Act providing for safe staffing standards for medical doctor 
residents working in hospitals and for penalties. 

Which was committed to the Committee on PUBLIC 
HEALTH AND WELFARE, March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, KITCHEN, FONTANA, TARTAGLIONE 
and FARNESE presented to the Chair SB 772, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in minors, defining the offense of providing 
minors access to firearms; and prescribing penalties. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, SOLOBAY, BREWSTER, 
RAFFERTY and WARD presented to the Chair SB 773, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for sentencing for per-
sons convicted of three or more offenses. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, SOLOBAY, BREWSTER, 
RAFFERTY, WARD and FARNESE presented to the Chair SB 
774, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for sentences for 
second and subsequent offenses. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, SOLOBAY, BREWSTER, 
ERICKSON, WAUGH, ORIE, COSTA, PIPPY, BOSCOLA, 
RAFFERTY, LEACH, KASUNIC, D. WHITE, WARD, 
BAKER, TARTAGLIONE and FARNESE presented to the 
Chair SB 776, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, in military leave of absence, further providing 
for educational leave of absence. 

Which was committed to the Committee on VETERANS 
AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, March 7, 
2011. 

Senators STACK, KITCHEN, FONTANA and ORIE pre-
sented to the Chair SB 777, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 14, 1919 (P.L.18, No.9), enti-
tled "An act conferring upon judge advocates of the United States Army 
the powers of notaries public, declaring the effect thereof; validating 
notarial acts heretofore performed by judge advocates, and declaring the 
effect thereof," providing for applicability, fees, signature and title as 
prima facia evidence and for definitions. 

Which was committed to the Committee on VETERANS 
AFFAIRS AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, March 7, 
2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, RAFFERTY, BROWNE and 
TARTAGLIONE presented to the Chair SB 778, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No. 14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, providing for patriotism, 
citizenship and human rights instruction. 

Which was committed to the Committee on EDUCATION, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, SOLOBAY, BREWSTER, 
ORIE, COSTA, BOSCOLA, LEACH, KASUNIC, D. WHITE, 
TARTAGLIONE, FERLO and FARNESE presented to the Chair 
SB 779, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 28, 1935 (P.L.477, No. 193), re-
ferred to as the Enforcement Officer Disability Benefits Law, extending 
the scope of the act to certain school police officers. 

Which was committed to the Committee on LABOR AND 
INDUSTRY, March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, SOLOBAY, BREWSTER, 
BOSCOLA, LEACH, KASUNIC, D. WHITE, WILLIAMS, 
TARTAGLIONE, FERLO, BROWNE, FARNESE and RAF-
FERTY presented to the Chair SB 780, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, authorizing a first responders tax 
credit for purposes of personal income tax. 

Which was committed to the Committee on FINANCE, 
March 7, 2011. 
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Senators STACK, FONTANA, SOLOBAY, ALLOWAY, 
BOSCOLA, RAFFERTY, VOGEL, MENSCH and BRUBAKER 
presented to the Chair SB 781, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, providing for manufacturing and 
agriculture tax credit. 

Which was committed to the Committee on FINANCE, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, RAFFERTY, KITCHEN, FONTANA, 
SOLOBAY, BREWSTER, ERICKSON, PIPPY, 
TARTAGLIONE, BROWNE, D. WHITE, FERLO and 
FARNESE presented to the Chair SB 782, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, further providing for accidents involving death or per-
sonal injury. 

Which was committed to the Committee on TRANSPORTA-
TION, March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, KITCHEN, FONTANA, SOLOBAY, 
BREWSTER, BOSCOLA, RAFFERTY, TARTAGLIONE, 
BROWNE, FERLO and FARNESE presented to the Chair SB 
783, entitled: 

An Act establishing the Peter Roberto Alert System; providing for 
certain immunity; and prescribing a penalty. 

Which was committed to the Committee on LAW AND JUS-
TICE, March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, SOLOBAY, BREWSTER, 
ERICKSON, RAFFERTY, LEACH, TARTAGLIONE, 
BROWNE and FARNESE presented to the Chair SB 784, enti-
tled: 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in sentencing, further providing for 
sentences for offenses committed with firearms. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, SOLOBAY, BREWSTER, 
ERICKSON, ORIE, RAFFERTY, LEACH, TARTAGLIONE, 
FERLO, BROWNE and FARNESE presented to the Chair SB 
785, entitled: 

An Act providing for group life insurance to law enforcement offi-
cers and for the powers and duties of the Commissioner of the Pennsyl-
vania State Police. 

Which was committed to the Committee on BANKING AND 
INSURANCE, March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, BREWSTER, RAFFERTY, 
TARTAGLIONE, BROWNE, KASUNIC and MENSCH pre-
sented to the Chair SB 786, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in forgery and fraudulent practices, providing 
for an offense relating to prescriptions and prescription drugs. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, BREWSTER, RAFFERTY, 
TARTAGLIONE, BROWNE, KASUNIC and MENSCH pre-
sented to the Chair SB 787, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in theft and related offenses, providing for 
the offense of theft of controlled substances. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 7, 2011. 

Senators STACK, FONTANA, BREWSTER, RAFFERTY, 
TARTAGLIONE, BROWNE, KASUNIC and MENSCH pre-
sented to the Chair SB 788, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in theft and related offenses, providing for 
the offense of theft of prescriptions or prescription order forms. 

Which was committed to the Committee on JUDICIARY, 
March 7, 2011. 

RESOLUTION INTRODUCED AND REFERRED 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate 
Resolution numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which 
was read by the Clerk: 

March 7. 2011 

Senators LEACH, FONTANA, STACK, M. WHITE, 
COSTA, GREENLEAF, ARGALL, FERLO, BROWNE, 
WASHINGTON and FARNESE presented to the Chair SR 54, 
entitled: 

An Act directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to 
conduct a study of the museums in this Commonwealth and research 
and evaluate how funding and resources are allocated for this Common-
wealth's museums. 

Which was committed to the Committee on COMMUNITY, 
ECONOMIC AND RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, 
March 7, 2011. 

APPOINTMENT BY THE MINORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair wishes to announce the Minor-
ity Leader has made the following appointment: 

Senator Jim Ferlo as a member of the Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission. 

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 

Senator CORMAN, from the Committee on Appropriations, 
reported the following bills: 

SB 302 (Pr. No. 279) (Rereported) 

An Act amending the act of July 2, 1993 (P.L.359, No.50), known 
as the Keystone Recreation, Park and Conservation Fund Act, further 
providing for annual reports; and making editorial changes. 

SB 303 (Pr. No. 280) (Rereported) 

An Act amending the act of October 18, 1988 (P.L.756, No. 108), 
known as the Hazardous Sites Cleanup Act, further providing for the 
fund and for civil penalties. 
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SB 304 (Pr. No. 281) (Rereported) 

An Act amending the act of January 8, 1960 (1959 P.L.2119, 
No.787), known as the Air Pollution Control Act, further providing for 
public review of State implementation plans. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Delaware, Senator Pileggi. 

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request temporary Capitol 
leaves for Senator Piccola, Senator Mcllhinney, Senator Browne, 
Senator Smucker, and Senator Folmer, and a legislative leave for 
Senator Tomlinson. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Costa. 

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I request legislative leaves for 
Senator Dinniman and Senator Williams, and a temporary 
Capitol leave for Senator Hughes. 

The PRESIDENT Senator Pileggi requests temporary Capitol 
leaves for Senator Piccola, Senator Mcllhinney, Senator Browne, 
Senator Smucker, and Senator Folmer, and a legislative leave for 
Senator Tomlinson. 

Senator Costa requests legislative leaves for Senator 
Dinniman and Senator Williams, and a temporary Capitol leave 
for Senator Hughes. 

Without objection, the leaves will be granted. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Senator COSTA asked and obtained a leave of absence for 
Senator WASHINGTON, for today's Session, for personal rea-
sons. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 

WEEKLY RECESS 

Senator PILEGGI offered the following resolution, which was 
read as follows: 

Boscola Folmer Pileggi Ward 
Brewster Fontana Pippy Waugh 
Browne Gordner Rafferty White Donald 
Brubaker Greenleaf Robbins White Mary Jo 
Corman Hughes Scamati Williams 
Costa Kasunic Smucker Wozniak 
Dinniman Kitchen Solobay Yaw 
Earl Leach Stack Yudichak 

NAY-0 

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present the same to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Delaware, Senator Pileggi. 

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request a recess of the 
Senate for the purpose of a Republican caucus to be held in the 
Majority Caucus Room immediately. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Costa. 

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, we, too, would like to have 
a Democratic caucus in the back of the Chamber. 

The PRESIDENT. For purposes of Republican and Demo-
cratic caucuses, without objection, the Senate stands in recess. 

AFTER RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the 
Senate will come to order. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Folmer has returned, and his tem-
porary Capitol leave is cancelled. 

CALENDAR 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 
In the Senate, March 7, 2011 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 
RESOLVED, (the House of Representatives concurring), Pursuant 

to Article II, Section 14, of the Pennsylvania Constitution, that when the 
Regular Session of the Senate recesses this week, it reconvene on Tues-
day, April 5, 2011, unless sooner recalled by the President Pro Tempore 
of the Senate; and be it further 

RESOLVED, Pursuant to Article II, Section 14, of the Pennsylva-
nia Constitution, that when the Regular Session of the House of Repre-
sentatives recesses this week, it reconvene on Monday, April 4, 2011, 
unless sooner recalled by the Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and 
were as follows, viz: 

YEA-48 

Alloway 	Eichelberger 	Mdllhiinney 	Tartaglione 
Argall 	Erickson 	Mensch 	Tomlinson 
Baker 	Famese 	One 	Vance 
Blake 	Ferlo 	Piccola 	Vogel 

SB 79 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Tomlinson has returned, and his 
legislative leave is cancelled. 

CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR RESUMED 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR RESUMED 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 159 (Pr. No. 440) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act authorizing the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to join the 
Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunity for Military Children; 



194 	 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE 
	

MARCH 7, 

providing for the form and enforcement of the compact; imposing addi-
tional powers and duties on the Governor, the Secretary of the Com-
monwealth and the compact commissioner; and establishing the State 
Council on Interstate Educational Opportunity for Military Children. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-48 

Alloway Eichelberger Mcllhinney Tartaglione 
Asgall Erickson Mensch Tomlinson 
Baker Farnese One Vance 
Blake Fenlo Piccola Vogel 
Boscola Folmer Pileggi Ward 
Brewster Fontana Pippy Waugh 
Browne Gordner Rafferty White Donald 
Brubaker Greenleaf Robbins White Mary Jo 
Corman Hughes Scarnali Williams 
Costa Kasunic Smucker Wozniak 
Dinniman Kitchen Solobay Yaw 
Earli Leach Stack Yudichak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye,' the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES CANCELLED 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Smucker and Senator Hughes have 
returned, and their temporary Capitol leaves are cancelled. 

CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR RESUMED 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR RESUMED 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

SB 242 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

BILL AMENDED 

SB 273 (Pr. No. 271) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Titles 18 (Crimes and Offenses) and 42 (Judi-
ciary and Judicial Procedure) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Stat-
utes, in general principles of justification, further providing for defini-
tions, for use of force in self-protection, for use of force for the protec-
tion of other persons, for grading of theft offenses and for licenses to 
carry firearms; and providing for civil immunity for use of force. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Senator ALLOWAY offered the following amendment No. 

A09l0: 

Amend Bill, page 6, line 30, by inserting after "activity,": 
who is not in illegal possession of a firearm 

Amend Bill, page 7, by inserting between lines 16 and 17: 
(2.4) The exception to the duty to retreat set forth under para-

graph (2.3) does not apply if the person against whom the force is used 
is a peace officer acting in the performance of his official duties and the 
actor using force knew or reasonably should have known that the person 
was a peace officer. 

Amend Bill, page 7, line 17, by striking out "4' and inserting: 

Amend Bill, page 7, line 27, by striking out '(' and inserting: 

Amend Bill, page 8. line 15, by striking out "the proximate cause 
f' and inserting: 

related to 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Costa. 

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, before we deliberate the 
amendment, I request a recess of the Senate for the purpose of a 
Democratic caucus. 

The PRESIDENT. Without objection, the Senate stands in recess. 

AFTER RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the 
Senate will come to order. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Costa. 

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, first, let me say thank you for 
your patience and the indulgence of the Members while we ad-
dressed a couple of issues. If I might, Mr. President, interrogate 
the maker of the amendment with a few brief questions. 

The PRESIDENT. Will the gentleman stand for interrogation? 
Senator ALLOWAY. Absolutely, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT. You may proceed, Senator Costa. 
Senator COSTA. Mr. President, the question I have for the 

maker of the amendment is, in the content of the language of the 
amendment, it references "who is not in illegal possession of a 
firearm." My concern, Mr. President, is in the language 'illegal 
possession of a firearm." I would like some clarity along the lines 
of exactly what that means. Does that in fact mean, for example, 
an individual who is not permitted to have a firearm because of 
a previous conviction? 

I am also concerned, Mr. President, about the issue relating to 
the fact that if a weapon is in a home that may not be registered 
at that particular time--one of our Caucus Members expressed the 
concern that there are a number of people in this Commonwealth 
who have weapons in their homes that are not registered for one 
reason or another, may have been passed down from a family 
member generations ago--if, in fact, that weapon is used in this 
incident that would have taken place under this legislation, 
whether or not that would constitute an illegal possession of a 
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firearm. If the maker of the amendment could help provide some 
clarity along those lines, it would be very much appreciated. 

Senator ALLOWAY. Mr. President, I think the answer to the 
gentleman's question would be yes. The words speak for them-
selves. If someone is found to have been in illegal possession of 
the firearm to begin with, then they would lose that presumption. 
I think it actually narrows the law a little bit, and I think this 
actually makes the bill better. 

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, if! understand the gentleman 
correctly, so if an individual would be in illegal possession of a 
firearm and then would use that firearm in the course of an inci-
dent, maybe at their homestead, if they use that weapon, that they 
would not be given the benefit of the presumption that is con-
tained in the language of the underlying bill. Is that correct, Mr. 
President? 

Senator ALLOWAY. That is correct, Mr. President. Thank 
you. 

Senator COSTA. Thank you very much, Mr. President. I 
thank the maker of the amendment as well. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator ALLOWAY and 
were as follows, viz: 

YEA-47 

Alloway Eichelberger Mensch Tomlinson 
Argall Erickson One Vance 
Baker Farnese Piccola Vogel 
Blake Folmer Pileggi Ward 
Boscola Fontana Pippy Waugh 
Brewster Gordner Rafferty White Donald 
Browne Greenleaf Robbins White Mary Jo 
Brubaker Hughes Scarnati Williams 
Corma.n Kasunic Smucker Wozniak 
Costa Kitchen Solobay Yaw 
Dinniman Leach Stack Yudichak 
Earl Mdllhinney Tartaglione 

NAY-1 

Ferlo 

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 369 (Pr. No. 392) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 74 (Transportation) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, in scenic highways, providing for the designation 
of a portion of U.S. 219, S.R. 969, S.R. 879, S.R. 153, S.R. 453, S.R. 
1001, Bilger's Rocks Road and the Greenville Pike in Clearfield County 
as scenic byways. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-48 

Alloway Eichelberger Mcllhinney Tartaglione 
Argail Erickson Mensch Tomlinson 
Baker Farnese One Vance 
Blake Ferlo Piccola Vogel 
Boscola Folmer Pileggi Ward 
Brewster Fontana Pippy Waugh 
Browne Gordner Rafferty White Donald 
Brubaker Greenleaf Robbins White Mary Jo 
Corman Hughes Scarnati Williams 
Costa Kasunic Smucker Wozniak 
Dinniman Kitchen Solobay Yaw 
Earli Leach Stack Yudichak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

BILL AMENDED 

SB 606 (Pr. No. 610) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 74 (Transportation) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, providing for the designation of the Crawford 
Lakelands Byway as a scenic byway. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Senator ROBB1NS offered the following amendment No. 

A087 1: 

Amend Bill, page 2, line 10, by inserting after '": 
in Crawford County 

Amend Bill, page 2, line 11, by inserting after "byway": 
to be known as the Crawford Lakelands Byway 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlemen from 
Mercer, Senator Robbins. 

Senator ROBBINS. Mr. President, this is a technical amend-
ment to Senate Bill No. 606, and I ask for its adoption. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 
It was agreed to. 
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its 

order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 



196 	 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE 
	

MARCH 7, 

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 
AND REREFERRED 

SB 1 (Pr. No. 721) -- The Senate proceeded to consideration 
of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, providing for opportunity 
scholarships; establishing the Excess Scholarship Fund; providing for 
educational improvement tax credit; and repealing provisions of the Tax 
Reform Code of 1971 relating to educational improvement tax credit. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation. 
Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 

vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

SB 71 (Pr. No. 56) -- The Senate proceeded to consideration 
of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, in other offenses, further providing for the 
offense of greyhound racing. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation. 

BILLS REREFERRED 

SB 157 (Pr. No. 439) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act establishing a task force within the Department of Educa-
tion, providing for its powers and duties and providing for administra-
tive support. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 203 (Pr. No. 172) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No. 14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, further providing for duties 
of public institutions of higher education and for the Transfer and Artic-
ulation Oversight Committee; providing for participation by State-re-
lated institutions and for retroactivity; and making a related repeal. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 224 (Pr. No. 193) .- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No. 14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, further providing for back-
ground checks of prospective employees and for conviction of employ-
ees of certain offenses. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

SB 237 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

BILLS REREFERRED 

SB 244 (Pr. No. 210) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No. 14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, adding a requirement relat-
ing to cardiopulmonary resuscitation. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 251 (Pr. No. 359) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No. 14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, further providing for school 
district payments. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 274 (Pr. No. 250) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, in hunting and furtaking licenses, further providing for 
unlawful acts concerning licenses; and, in special licenses and permits, 
further providing for authority to issue permits, for permit fees and for 
falconry pennits. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 281 (Pr. No. 255) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130), 
known as The County Code, further providing for commissioners sole 
contractors for county, for contract procedures, terms and bonds and 
advertising for bids and for evasion of advertising requirements. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 282 (Pr. No. 256) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 23, 1931 (P.L.932, No.317), 
known as The Third Class City Code, further regulating contracts as to 
purchasing and advertising requirements. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 
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SB 283 (Pr. No. 257) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of May 1, 1933 (P.L. 103, No.69), known 
as The Second Class Township Code, further providing for competitive 
bidding of contracts. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 284 (Pr. No. 258) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.1206, No.33 1), 
known as The First Class Township Code, further providing for con-
tracts and acquisition of property and for general regulations concerning 
contracts. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 285 (Pr. No. 319) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of February 1, 1966 (1965 P.L.1656, 
No.581), known as The Borough Code, further providing for regulation 
of contracts, for evasion of advertising requirements and for certain 
purchase contracts. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 286 (Pr. No. 260) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of May 27, 1953 (P.L.244, No.34), enti-
tled "An act relating to and regulating the contracts of incorporated 
towns and providing penalties," further providing for regulation of 
contracts; providing for adjustment; further providing for evasion of 
advertising requirements, for contracts between $750 and $10,000 and 
for separate bids for plumbing, heating, ventilating and electrical work. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 287 (Pr. No. 261) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Titles 53 (Municipalities Generally) and 74 
(Transportation) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further 
providing for competitive bidding of contracts by intergovernmental 
units, by parking authorities, by municipal authorities and by metropoli-
tan transportation authorities. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 288 (Pr. No. 262) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of July 28, 1953 (P.L.723, No.230), 
known as the Second Class County Code, further regulating contracts 
and purchases. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 289 (Pr. No. 263) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of August 6, 1936 (Sp.Sess., P.L.95, 
No.38 1/2), entitled 'An act to authorize and empower cities, boroughs, 
towns, and townships, separately or jointly, to provide for protection 
against floods by erecting and constructing certain works and improve-
ments, located within or without their territorial limits, and within or 
without the county in which situate; and to expend moneys and incur 
indebtedness; to assess benefits against property benefited; to issue 
improvement bonds imposing no municipal liability; and to acquire, 
take, injure or destroy property for such purposes," further providing for 
competitive bidding of contracts. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 290 (Pr. No. 264) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of April 29, 1937 (P.L.526, No. 118), 
refeffed to as the Political Subdivision Joint Purchases Law, increasing 
the amount of purchases that may be made subject to certain conditions. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 291 (Pr. No. 265) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of July 29, 1953 (P.L.1034, No.270), 
known as the Public Auditorium Authorities Law, increasing the dollar 
amount of supplies and materials which may be purchased without 
advertising. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

SB 325 (Pr. No. 710) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act providing for gas and hazardous liquids pipelines and for 
powers and duties of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission; and 
imposing civil penalties. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

SB 328 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

BILLS REREFERRED 

SB 342 (Pr. No. 549) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 15, 1982 (P.L.502, No.140), 
known as the Occupational Therapy Practice Act, further providing for 
definitions, for creation of board, for requirements for licensure, for 
practice and referral, for renewal of licenses and for refusal, suspension 
or revocation of license; and providing for impaired professionals pro-
gram. 
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Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 343 (Pr. No. 335) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in preliminary provisions, 
providing for collection of identifying information of students attending 
institutions of higher education. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

SB 344 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

BILLS REREFERRED 

SB 357 (Pr. No. 347) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of February 1, 1966 (1965 P.L. 1656. 
No.581), known as the Borough Code, further providing for general 
powers. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 358 (Pr. No. 348) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 24, 1931 (P.L.l206, No.331), 
known as The First Class Township Code, further providing for suits 
and property. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 359 (Pr. No. 349) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of May 27, 1953 (P.L.244, No.34), enti-
tled "An act relating to and regulating the contracts of incorporated 
towns and providing penalties," further providing for power to convey. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

SB 360 (Pr. No. 350) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 23, 1931 (P.L.932, No.3 17), 
known as The Third Class City Code, further providing for sales of 
personal property. 

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice 
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations. 

BILLS OVER IN ORDER 

SB 449, SB 468, SB 508, SB 566 and SB 639 -- Without ob-
jection, the bills were passed over in their order at the request of 
Senator PILEGGI. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 

Senator WARD, by unanimous consent, offered Senate Reso-
lution No. 55, entitled: 

A Resolution recognizing March 10, 2011, as 'World Kidney Day" 
in Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Westmoreland, Senator Ward. 

Senator WARD. Mr. President, today, 1 in 9 Pennsylvanians 
will be affected by kidney disease, more than 15,000 are receiv-
ing dialysis, and more than 1,600 Pennsylvanians are on the 
waiting list for kidney transplants. What is more, national projec-
tions show an increase in people suffering from kidney disease, 
as hypertension and diabetes increase in the United States and in 
the Commonwealth. World Kidney Day's aim is to raise aware-
ness of the importance of our kidneys to our overall health and 
to reduce the frequency and impact of kidney disease and its 
associated health problems worldwide. That is why I am intro-
ducing in the Senate a resolution to designate March 10, 2011, as 
"World Kidney Day" in Pennsylvania, urging all residents to 
recognize that renal disease is a serious health threat to the Com-
monwealth's citizens. Thank you. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

Senators FOLMER, PICCOLA, STACK, D. WHITE, 
KASUNIC, SOLOBAY, ARGALL, GREENLEAF, 
DINNIMAN, ALLOWAY, FONTANA, COSTA, ROBBINS, 
EARLL, TARTAGLIONE, PIPPY and PILEGGI, by unanimous 
consent, offered Senate Resolution No, 56, entitled: 

A Resolution designating the month of March 2011 as "Interna-
tional DeMolay Month" in Pennsylvania. 

Which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote. 

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Chief Mitch 
Shapiro and to Patrick J. Shafer by Senator Greenleaf. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ginny Robin-
son by Senator Hughes. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Thomas 
DiCampello and to Mamie Wolk by Senator Mcllhinney. 
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Shaler Area 
High School Varsity Cheerleading Squad by Senator One. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dr. Jay 
Schnitzer, Zayyan Saunders, Rick Hazelett, Dan Regan, Sal 
Luongo and to Joseph MacAdams by Senator Tomlinson. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to John L. 
Shearer, Ronald W. Brown, Josh Shiery and to Jacob S. Showers 
by Senator Vance. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Edward Bonk, 
Teresa Bonk and to Bob Morgan by Senator Yudichak. 

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTION 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tion, which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the 
late Walter A. Prokopchak by Senator Baker. 

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Centre, Senator Corman. 

Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, I want to take a moment 
of the Senates time today to honor someone who spent the better 
part of her adult life working for the citizens of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. President, in Harrisburg, here at the Capitol, there are Mem-
bers who are a little more high profile than others, but there are 
also people who work for us, staff, who are a little more high 
profile than others. Some you see quite a bit and some you very 
rarely see, yet they are doing tremendous work for the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania. 

In fact, Mr. President, when I was chairman of the Committee 
on Public Health and Welfare--I had been in the Senate, I be-
lieve, a good 6 years before I got to be chairman--every time I 
wanted to do something dealing with welfare, my executive di-
rector kept saying to me, well, Senator, we have to check with 
Mary first. I kept saying, who is Mary, and why does she get to 
make all of these decisions? It was not until after I got out of that 
chairmanship and became chairman of the Committee on Appro-
priations that I found out he was referring to Mary Hisrich, who 
is a welfare analyst for the Senate Committee on Appropriations 
in the Republican Caucus. 

Mary has been a tremendous asset to this Caucus. She started 
her career in State government--I will not give the year, but it 
was in the Governor's Budget Office--and then was hired by the 
Senate Appropriations staff, then-chairman Dick Tilghman, with 
the executive director at the time, Bob Bittenbender, back in 
1987. Since then, she has spent the better part of her career work-
ing for us and doing a lot of the welfare analysis for the budget. 
Anyone who has done the budget knows that is by far the most 
difficult part of the budget to put together because it is so inter-
twined with the Federal government, so intertwined with differ-
ent formulas, that if you move one line, it effects two or three 
others. The last couple of years, when we did something a little 
different here in the Senate--we actually moved forward with our 
own budget in the Senate, not waiting for the executive 
branch--we clearly could not have gotten that done without the 
great work of Mary Hisrich. 

I should have known when I looked at her resume and it said 
'Penn State graduate' that she was a star from the beginning, and 
she has been a tremendous asset for this Caucus. She does her  

work very professionally, and has just been--I have not quite 
figured out where we are going to go now that she is leaving, but 
she has done more than her share of time here in the Senate. She 
is going to move on, and she is going to enjoy her garden as soon 
as the snow melts. I think she was out there this weekend, and 
then all of a sudden, Sunday hit and it delayed some of her work 
in the garden. 

The people who work for us, Mr. President, work for the tax-
payers at the same time. She has spent her career working for the 
Commonwealth, and I believe the Commonwealth is better be-
cause of the work that she has done. So I would like the Senate 
to take a moment of its time, she is retiring this month, and be-
fore we get into the budget tomorrow, I want to take a moment, 
to recognize a tremendous public servant for the Senate of Penn-
sylvania, our welfare analyst, Mary Hisrich, and congratulate her 
on her retirement. 

(Applause.) 
The PRESIDENT. It is always appropriate to find time to 

recognize and congratulate Senate staff. 
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Washington, Sena-

tor Solobay. 
Senator SOLOBAY. Mr. President, as a Member who re-

cently took a long walk down the hallway from the other Cham-
ber, I rise today to recognize the honored traditions of the Senate. 
At the same time, I would like to urge my colleagues to consider 
some of the bad habits that have a way of sometimes turning into 
less-than-great traditions. One of the habits that slowly is becom-
ing a tradition is our tendency to spend taxpayer money to gather 
a panel of experts together to get advice on complicated issues, 
only to ignore that advice once we have paid for it. 

A couple things I am speaking of are the educational cost-
ing-out study that we asked for guidance in finding the best ways 
to prepare our children for a prosperous future, and also, the 
Transportation Advisory Committee that we asked to tell us what 
we need to do to protect and preserve our effective system of 
transportation. It seems useless and wasteful to pay for this ex-
pert advice and then just ignore the advice. 

Mr. President, the House of Representatives today is prepar-
ing to send us something that I feel is another giant leap on this 
same road. More than 15 years ago, the Members of the House 
and the Senate began an effort to protect citizens from the hidden 
dangers of cost-cutting and profit-skimming in the construction 
of homes. At the same time, special interests got busy in protect-
ing the patchwork of regulation. Local fiefdoms, lobbyists, and 
sometimes the dangerous lure of money, threatened and delayed 
this process for many years. 

Many of the colleagues in this Chamber today were here for 
that battle, and their work should be remembered as a significant 
victory for the safety of our citizens over the influence of special 
interests. One of the comments made that day on the floor was: 
"Public safety and consumer protection are fundamental respon-
sibilities of government. They are things which government owes 
all citizens. This legislation is, in my opinion, government living 
up to its fundamental responsibility to our citizenry." 

Mr. President, one of the most humbling and greatest tradi-
tions in this Chamber is the record upon which we lay our words. 
The record is indelible, eternal, and irreversible. When this 
Chamber passed the statewide Uniform Building Code more than 
10 years ago, its intent was also to be indelible, eternal, and irre-
versible. That is clear from the record. But it was not very long 
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after that the forces began trying to threaten the process along the 
line and had regrouped and rearmed to undo the momentum of 
the work that was being done. 

When the code bill was passed, we thought that we were care-
ful enough to make it impervious to the shifting of winds or even 
showers of influence. Mr. President, unfortunately, as we wait 
for the arrival of a piece of legislation from the House, legisla-
tion that would undo the work that many in here had given so 
much to accomplish, we must ask our ourselves of the traditions 
of the Senate that we will honor. Will we again go down the path 
of advice and ignore, or will we turn words laid upon the record 
indelible, eternal, and irreversible? Will we go back to the days 
of weighing influence against protection of our citizens, or will 
we continue to make a giant leap into a much, much safer millen-
nium? 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Philadelphia, Senator Stack. 
Senator STACK. Mr. President, as we all know, tomorrow is 

the day that Pennsylvania has anticipated for quite some time, 
when Governor Tom Corbett stands before the General Assem-
bly to deliver his first Budget Address. It is a day that newspa-
pers and even the new Budget Secretary, Charles Zogby, are 
calling a 'day of reckoning.' And we all know we are grappling 
with a $4 billion deficit, and if that is not bad enough, the ending 
of the Federal ARRA funds and an economy that is still trying to 
climb out of the depths of recession. 

The Governor has not revealed his plans, but everyone, 
through the grapevine, is bracing for a very painful budget, and 
we are wincing at the thought of deep cuts everywhere. But this 
huge budget hole can be healed if we deal with it correctly, and 
cutting and slashing alone is only going to prolong the pain. So 
I just want to be one of the early people out there to say that we 
are going to have to think creatively on this. That is what I ask 
my colleagues to consider when we sit in the House of Represen-
tatives tomorrow, with our colleagues over there, and we hear the 
Governor's plan. 

Now, a lot of us have been talking over the years about the 
cuts that we need to make with regard to corrections. And as I 
said last week, the biggest part of the budget is education, wel-
fare, and corrections. There are varying views of how much that 
encompasses in the budget--anywhere from 70 to 80 percent of 
the budget--but one of the things where we have not been smart 
is in the area of corrections. We continue to build prisons and put 
everybody in jail, and it ends up costing taxpayers billions. 

It is still going to cost taxpayers a lot of money, but I think we 
need to find new ways to shift gears and be smarter. And if there 
are ways to rehabilitate people who are nonviolent or who have 
a drug and alcohol issue and made a stupid mistake when they 
were young, I think we have to find ways to do that. I have heard 
that Governor Corbett is in favor of this type of thing. So I just 
want to say that is one area where we can be smart with our cuts, 
as opposed to simply making cuts across the board. If we shift 
the money the right way and try to get folks who are nonviolent 
to be productive members of society, get them out of prison, that 
is one good way where we could cut and still be smart. 

A couple of other ways I have, Mr. President, is we need to 
collect the money laying on the table that is still owed to us. I 
talked about some of these ideas last week. Right now, there are 
$1.6 billion of unpaid fines, costs, fees, and restitution that is  

owed in the Court of Common Pleas in the Philadelphia Munici-
pal Court alone, just in the Philadelphia court system. Senator 
Rafferty and I have introduced legislation that would require 
people--and this is not going to be a surprise for its intelligence, 
Mr. President--require people to pay all of their outstanding court 
fees and fines before they can have their car registration re-
newed. This could bring hundreds of millions of dollars back into 
the State, Mr. President. 

There is another idea we have. We could also offer a one-time 
90-day traffic ticket amnesty program in Philadelphia. It is a 
short amnesty of 90 days that--I offered this plan last year--gives 
people with suspended licenses for delinquent traffic tickets the 
opportunity to have their license reinstated immediately after 
they pay their fines, plus a $125 restoration fee. In Philadelphia, 
160,000 people have suspended licenses right now for not paying 
their traffic tickets. The value of their unpaid tickets alone is 
$150 million. Mr. President, that is money we could use in this 
State budget. I think we should go after it. 

We also need to find other ways to generate new revenue. 
Last year, I worked with Senator Erickson and others, in this 
Chamber and in the House, to expand small games of chance at 
taverns. The plan that we have advanced would collect up to 
$150 million in new tax dollars while helping local businesses 
and their charities of choice. And charities, incidentally, are an-
other wonderful part of our State that are going to have an even 
more painful time with this budget. If we can expand small 
games of chance, we can also give charities a shot in the arm. 

Speaking of thinking ahead, I think we need to invest, and we 
have heard that education is one of the best investments we can 
make. Now, I may be a little outside of the conventional thinking 
with education, but I, too, agree that we need to spend smarter in 
Pennsylvania. I think we can be much more efficient in the way 
we invest in our kids. We have made tremendous inroads in edu-
cation. We need to do even better. 

A lot of us fear that Governor Corbett is going to advance a 
billion dollars in cuts to education. I think if we go cutting into 
education blindly, we are making a big mistake. I know we are 
going to have to find a way to make cuts in that particular area, 
but one of the things I want to put out there is the area of com-
munity colleges. And if we can do everything we can to spare the 
cutting knife upon community colleges, I think we will all serve 
ourselves well. This is the area where hardworking folks who 
have either lost their job or are about to lose their job, or young 
people trying to go into the new economy, are getting the train-
ing they need. We talk about employers not wanting to come to 
Pennsylvania because our population is not job-ready. A big part 
of getting folks job-ready can be found at the community college 
level. So I think we really need to spare the cutting knife there, 
or at least do it in a way that would continue to invest in folks 
and make sure that our community colleges are protected. I hap-
pen to be an advocate for the Community College of Philadel-
phia and have a wonderful satellite campus in northeast Philadel-
phia in my district. 

So we all know that the day of reckoning is coming, Mr. Pres-
ident, but do we just stand by and hope that we get through the 
painful process and the budget heals itself, or do we take steps 
now so that we are not in this same situation next year? Mr. Pres-
ident, I truly believe that we can get out of this historic fiscal 
nightmare, but we need to be proactive, and I have offered some 
options to raise money and to reduce costs in our budget. There 
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is no question that the Governor has an incredibly tough job to 
do. But many hands make light work, so if Democrats and Re-
publicans pull together, we can get this thing done. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Mcllhinney has returned, and his 
temporary Capitol leave is cancelled. 

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES 
(Continued) 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Costa. 

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I rise, first, to commend my 
colleague for his comments, in particular, regarding things that 
we can do in the area of corrections reform. Last year, Senate 
Democrats began to march down this path, and we believe more 
work needs to be done along those lines. We established correc-
tions reform as one of our highest priorities, and we did have 
some success last year by working closely with the House to 
enact legislation that, I think, will have a positive impact on the 
overall budget of the Department of Corrections. 

The second part of the gentleman's remarks of which I am 
particularly fond was his reference to community colleges. Mr. 
President, in the last 7 or 8 years, I have served as a trustee at the 
Community College of Allegheny County, and currently serve as 
the treasurer. I have seen firsthand the impact that the loss of 
revenue and the stabilization of revenue--we have not had any 
increase at the community college level for the most part--how 
it has impacted our ability to provide the low-cost, high-quality 
programs that we were able to because of the budget constraints. 
I, too, agree that with the rumors that there will be Draconian 
cuts to the higher education community tomorrow, we are very 
concerned about that, and I hope that as we go forward, we are 
in a position to better prioritize higher education in this upcom-
ing budget. But at the end of the day, we have a responsibility, 
collectively, to work with the Governor and with the House and 
the Senate to put together a budget that is appropriate. 

Mr. President, I also rise today particularly along the lines of 
choices and how we prioritize things as we go forward. Mr. Pres-
ident, over the course of the last couple of days, we have learned 
a lot about a particular business tax interpretation that our Com-
monwealth has taken with respect to the accelerated depreciation 
issue that came out of the Department of Revenue recently. The 
end result is that in this current fiscal year budget, as we under-
stand, it will result in approximately $60 million to $70 million 
in lost revenue to the Commonwealth this budget season, and 
next year upwards of $160 million to $200 million in lost reve-
nue. 

Mr. President, a couple of things stand out in my mind. As I 
understand this interpretation, it was a reverse, I believe, of an 
interpretation that had taken place from the previous administra-
tion. And while we recognize that administrations have the pre-
rogative of interpreting various statutes in the manner in which 
they like, at the end of the day, this appears to us, and to me in 
particular, one of those interpretations that, I think, would have 
probably been better left for the General Assembly to determine 
and not necessarily the Department of Revenue at this particular 
point in time. 

Given the constraints that we have in this year's budget, and 
we know what is going to happen--a $4 billion-plus deficit--we 
believe that something of this magnitude should have been done 
at the statutory level to allow us the opportunity to discuss and 
negotiate. At a minimum, it is something, we believe, that should 
have been done during the budget process and not early in Febru-
ary or mid-February, as was done. But, what is most troubling to 
me is that it appears that when the decision was made vis-a-vis 
this particular accelerated depreciation issue, that another deci-
sion was made around that same time, the decision with respect 
to adultBasic. 

Mr. President, the way I see it, two decisions needed to be 
made. One was whether or not to accept the depreciation issue 
and allow the business community to enjoy $60-plus million in 
savings along the lines of business taxes, and the other issue is 
regarding adultBasic, as to whether or not we should terminate 
a program that was going to drop off its rolls anywhere up to 
42,000 individuals who were currently enrolled. 

Mr. President, we believe the more prudent decision would 
have been, and should have been, a decision that would have 
allowed us to forego the business tax changes until a minimum 
of July 1 and to allow those proceeds to be used, those savings, 
for the adultBasic program. It was an opportunity. It concerns me 
that a decision was made to do the business tax cuts and not to 
preserve the adultBasic program, particularly when we have 
something along the lines of the opportunity to preserve that 
program and also allow for this General Assembly to make a 
determination as to whether or not we want to be coupled or 
decoupled from Federal regulations. We have a State Tax Code, 
and there are reasons why we have it. One of the reasons is that 
we do not want the Federal government to decide for us exactly 
what our tax policies are going to be, and therefore that authority 
is left to us. And that should have been something that we con-
templated and considered as part of an overall budget strategy as 
we go forward, and it also would have allowed us the opportu-
nity to continue the program in adultBasic and then, for example, 
continue to have a conversation about what we want to do after 
July 1. 

So I am very disappointed that that was the decision that was 
made, the path that we went down, and my hope is that as we go 
forward, and as we start to create our priorities -- and let us be 
clear, we all recognize that the budget shortfall is going to be 
$4-plus billion, and we all want to spend within our means. That 
is our intent, and I know from folks on the other side of the aisle, 
in this building, it is to spend within our means, and we fully 
intend to be able to do that. 

But the question is going to become how we prioritize some 
of the means that we spend. And, I think, we want to be in the 
position to articulate issues that are looking out for working peo-
ple, working families, and that whatever we do, whether it relates 
to the business community, working folks, whether it deals with 
healthcare, corrections, or education, that whatever we do, we do 
it in a balanced manner and that we do not provide a significant 
benefit to one segment of our society at the expense of another. 
That is my hope as we go forward. 

Tomorrow, the mystery will go away. We will know where 
the cuts will be. We will know what our charge will be. We look 
forward to the opportunity to work very closely with our col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle, which we have historically 
done. We welcome the opportunity to be able to do so, as we 
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continue dialogue about what the priorities need to be within the 12:30 P.M. EDUCATION (public hearing on the Room 8E-A 

framework of limited spending and limited revenue as we go nomination of Ronald Tomalis, East Wing 

forward. Thank you very much, Mr. President. 
Secretary of Education) 

 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from TUESDAY. MARCH 8. 2011 

Delaware, Senator Pileggi. 
Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I certainly want to acknowl- 9:30 A.M. STATE GOVERNMENT (public Hrg. Rm. I 

edge and thank my colleagues on the other side of the aisle for 
hearing on Senate Bill No. 247 and 
other issues related to the Open Records 

North Off. 

their helpful suggestions as we approach the Budget Address Law) 
tomorrow of the Governor and as we start to work through the 
many difficult decisions that we need to make as part of a budget 2:30 P.M. TRANSPORTATION (to consider the Hrg. Rm. 1 

process. I am encouraged to hear the acceptance of the frame- 
nomination of Barry Schoch, P.E., as 
Secretary of Transportation; and Senate 

North Off. 

work within which we are working, which is a framework that Bills No. 631, 723 and 745) 
does not include new taxes or new fees. 

So we are presented with a set amount of revenue, a set Off the Floor VETERANS AFFAIRS AND Rules Cmte. 

amount of funds, that the Commonwealth has, and the real dis- 
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS (to 
consider Senate Bills No. 264,456 and 

Conf. Rm. 

cussion will be, how do we allocate those scarce resources 623) 
among many worthy needs? We know at the beginning that we 
cannot satisfy all needs, so it becomes a question of priorities, a WEDNESDAY. MARCH 9. 2011 

question of choices, a question of emphasis, and that should lead 9:00 A.M. BANKING AND INSURANCE (public Rm. 8E-B 
us to a productive debate and discussion about what are the ap- hearing on the nomination of Michael F. East Wing 
propriate priorities for the Commonwealth as we enter the new Consedme as Pennsylvania Insurance 

fiscal year. Commissioner) 

As to some of these specific issues raised, certainly, the De- 9:00 A.M. PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE (to Room 461 
partment of Corrections, issues on reducing the cost of correc- consider the nomination of Acting Main Capitol 
tions, we have worked in a very effective bipartisan manner in Secretary Eli N. Avila as the Secretary 

the last Session to advance corrections reform bills, including of Health) 

Senator Greenleafs Senate Bill No. 1161, which is now Act 95, TUESDAY, MARCH 15, 2011 
which will start to have some long-term effects. We also passed 
a number of corrections reform bills last Session that went to the 10:00 A.M. CONSUMER PROTECTION AND Symphony 

House, but unfortunately, did not make it to the Governor's desk PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE (public Hall 

for his signature. We will renew and intensify our efforts, and I 
hearing on gas explosion and pipeline 3rd Floor 
safety) Rodale Rm. 

am very happy to see the signs of cooperation on the other side 23 N. 6th St. 
of the aisle in that regard. Certainly, on the other issues which Allentown 

would generate additional revenue without new taxes or fees, this 
is a great time to renew that focus and to move those bills for- 

10:00 A.M. INTERGOVERNMENTAL Hrg. Rm. I 
OPERATIONS (informational hearing North Off. 

ward where we can find agreement and, certainly, I look forward on strategies and challenges in 
to that discussion as we enter this budget season. streamlining State Government) 

Concerning the issue of the tax policy decisions that have 
been made by the Department of Revenue, certainly, in the end, 

WEDNESDAY. MARCH 16.2011 

this body, in conjunction with the House, can legislate whatever 9:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 
tax policy the majority feels is best for the Commonwealth, and Governor's Budget Office/Executive North Off. 

we will certainly have an opportunity to revisit that question as Offices and Office of the Governor) 

we go through the budget. 1:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 
So, I am, again, very encouraged to hear the acceptance of the Treasury Department) North Off. 

budget framework and to set the terms of the debate about what 
are the right priorities for spending the limited resources that we 3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 

have here in the Commonwealth for the coming budget year. I Department of Labor & Industry) North Off. 

look forward to continuing this discussion in the coming weeks. THURSDAY. MARCH 17. 2011 
Thank you, Mr. President. 

9:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY Department of General Services) North Off. 

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of 1:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 

the Senate: Public Utility Commission) North Off. 

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 
Insurance Department) North Off. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
MONDAY, MARCH 21.2011 

MONDAY, MARCH 7, 2011 

12:30 P.M. 	APPROPRIATIONS (to consider Senate 	Room 461 
9:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - 

SERS/PSERS) 
Hrg. Rm. I 
North Off. 

Bills No. 302, 303 and 304) 	 Main Capitol 
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1:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 3:00 P.M. 	APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - 	I-Jig. Rm.! 
Office of Attorney General) North Off. Gaming Control Board) 	 North Off. 

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I ThURSDAY, MARCH 31. 2011 
Department of Military & Veterans North Off. 
Affairs) 9:30 A.M. 	APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - 	Hrg. Rm. 1 

Department of State) 	 North Off. 
TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 2011 

10:30 A.M. 	APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - 	Hrg. Rm. 1 
9:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I PEMA/Homeland Security) 	 North Off. 

PA Liquor Control Board) North Off. 
RECESS 

1:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 
PA State Police) North Off. The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Delaware, Senator Pileggi.  3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 
Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do Department of Conservation & Natural North Off. 

Resources) now recess until Tuesday, March 8, 2011, at 11 a.m., Eastern 
Standard Time, unless sooner recalled by the President pro tern- 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23. 2011 pore. 

9:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 
Department of Revenue) North Off. The Senate recessed at 3:27 p.m., Eastern Standard Time. 

1:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 
Department of Health) North Off. 

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. 1 
PA State System of Higher Education) North Off. 

ThURSDAY, MARCH 24. 2011 

9:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. 1 
Department of Environmental North Off. 
Protection) 

1:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. 1 
Department of Transportation) North Off. 

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 
Department of Aging) North Off. 

MONDAY, MARCH 28. 2011 

9:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. 1 
Office of Auditor General) North Off. 

1:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. 1 
Judicial Department) North Off. 

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 
State Related Universities) North Off. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 2011 

9:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 
Department of Education) North Off. 

1:00P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. 1 
Department of Corrections/Probation North Off. 
& Parole) 

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - I-Irg. Rm. I 
Department of Community & Economic North Off. 
Development/PA Housing Finance 
Agency) 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30.2011 

9:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 
Department of Public Welfare) North Off. 

1:00P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Hearing - Hrg. Rm. I 
Department of Agriculture) North Off. 


