
SENATE
WEDNESDAY, August 19, 2009

The Senate met at 1 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time.

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Joseph B. Scarnati III)
in the Chair.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend EDDIE CROSS, Pastor of Miracle
of Life Church, Harrisburg, offered the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, as we humbly bow our heads to You in rev-
erence and celebration of who You are in our lives, we want to
bless You for this day that You have given us. We recognize
You as master over everything, King of the universe, and we
praise You for Your kingdom, which reigns over all the earth.

It is our privilege to call upon Your name and to ask for Your
wisdom to be executed here in this Chamber. We thank You,
Lord God, for this body, this legislative Assembly, Lord God,
that has come together to take care of the business of the Com-
monwealth. We pray that, Lord, they will walk and work in co-
operation, in unity, and understanding. It is our prayer that Your
might will move in this place, Lord, that we will be able to see
the impasses that have held us up in times past come to resolu-
tion.

Thank You, we pray, right now, for Your love and Your
spirit, in this house, that makes us one. We pray these things in
the matchless name of Jesus, our Christ. Amen.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Reverend Cross, who is
the guest today of Senator Piccola.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.)

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE GOVERNOR

NOMINATIONS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com-
munications in writing from His Excellency, the Governor of the
Commonwealth, which were read as follows and referred to the
Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations:

MEMBER OF THE FULTON COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

liej ithd be M nurrnd
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2009

SESSION OF 2009 193RD OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 71

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nora Peterman, 4634 Larchwood
Avenue, Philadelphia 19143, Philadelphia County, Eighth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Fulton County Board of
Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified, vice Kathleen Zimmerman, Warfordsburg,
resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE FULTON COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nina Tinari, 6401 Church Road, Phil-
adelphia 19151, Philadelphia County, Seventh Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Fulton County Board of Assistance, to
serve until December 31, 2009, and until her successor is appointed and
qualified, vice Katie Anderton, McConnellsburg, resigned.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE GREENE COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, B.J. Clark, 611 East Darby Road,
Havertown 19083, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Greene County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice William Thomas, Waynesburg, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE GREENE COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Stephanie Moore, R.R. 2, Box 397,
Millerstown 17062, Juniata County, Thirty-fourth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Greene County Board of Assis-



Havertown 19083, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Juniata County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2011, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Jacquelyn Everitt, Mifflintown, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE JUNIATA COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Sam Cohn, 491 Hillside Drive,
Mountville 17554, Lancaster County, Thirty-sixth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Juniata County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Willis E. Kauffman, Mifflintown, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE JUNIATA COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Stephanie Moore, R.R. 2, Box 397,
Millerstown 17062, Juniata County, Thirty-fourth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Juniata County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until her successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Esther E. Rhine, Mifflintown, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE JUNIATA COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nora Peterman, 4634 Larchwood
Avenue, Philadelphia 19143, Philadelphia County, Eighth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Juniata County Board of
Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified, vice Carlen D. McClure, Port Royal, re-
signed.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE JUNIATA COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
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tance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until her successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Peter Rameas, Waynesburg, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE HUNTINGDON COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, B.J. Clark, 611 East Darby Road,
Havertown 19083, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Huntingdon County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2011, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Joann Condellone, Huntingdon, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE HUNTINGDON COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nora Peterman, 4634 Larchwood
Avenue, Philadelphia 19143, Philadelphia County, Eighth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Huntingdon County Board
of Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified, vice Beverly Gusler, James Creek, resigned.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE HUNTINGDON COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nina Tinari, 6401 Church Road, Phil-
adelphia 19151, Philadelphia County, Seventh Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Huntingdon County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2011, and until her successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Robert Parsons, Blair Mills, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE JUNIATA COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, B.J. Clark. 611 East Darby Road,
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In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nina Tinari, 6401 Church Road, Phil-
adelphia 19151, Philadelphia County, Seventh Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Juniata County Board of Assistance,
to serve until December 31, 2010, and until her successor is appointed
and qualified, vice Fred N. Noble, Honey Grove, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LACKAWANNA COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Sam Cohn, 491 Hillside Drive,
Mountville 17554, Lancaster County, Thirty-sixth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Lackawanna County Board of As-
sistance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until his successor is
appointed and qualified, vice Frank Grecco, Carbondale, deceased.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LACKAWANNA COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Stephanie Moore, R.R. 2, Box 397,
Millerstown 17062, Juniata County, Thirty-fourth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Lackawanna County Board of As-
sistance, to serve until December 31, 2011, and until her successor is
appointed and qualified, vice George Yavorek, Eynon, deceased.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LACKAWANNA COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

'To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nora Peterman, 4634 Larchwood
Avenue, Philadelphia 19143, Philadelphia County, Eighth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Lackawanna County Board
of Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified, vice Dominick Famularo, Carbondale, re-
signed.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LACKAWANNA COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nina Tinari, 6401 Church Road, Phil-
adelphia 19151, Philadelphia County, Seventh Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Lackawanna County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2011, and until her successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Fred Donnini, Olyphant, deceased.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LANCASTER COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Sam Cohn, 491 Hillside Drive,
Mountville 17554, Lancaster County, Thirty-sixth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Lancaster County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Peter True, Lancaster, resigned.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LANCASTER COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nora Peterman, 4634 Larchwood
Avenue, Philadelphia 19143, Philadelphia County, Eighth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Lancaster County Board
of Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified, vice Mary J. Loreto, Columbia, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LANCASTER COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nina Tinari, 6401 Church Road, Phil-
adelphia 19151, Philadelphia County, Seventh Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Lancaster County Board of Assistance,
to serve until December 31, 2010, and until her successor is appointed
and qualified, vice MacDonald Stacks, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LAWRENCE COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
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In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, B.J. Clark, 611 East Darby Road,
Havertown 19083, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Lawrence County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Jean L. Rogan, New Castle, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LAWRENCE COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Sam Cohn, 491 Hillside Drive,
Mountville 17554, Lancaster County, Thirty-sixth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Lawrence County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Joseph Bullano, New Castle, resigned.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LAWRENCE COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Stephanie Moore, R.R. 2, Box 397,
Millerstown 17062, Juniata County, Thirty-fourth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Lawrence County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2011, and until her successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Frank V. Sylvester, New Castle, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LAWRENCE COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nora Peterman, 4634 Larchwood
Avenue, Philadelphia 19143, Philadelphia County, Eighth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Lawrence County Board
of Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified, vice Robert Session, New Castle, deceased.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LEBANON COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nora Peterman, 4634 Larchwood
Avenue, Philadelphia 19143, Philadelphia County, Eighth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Lebanon County Board of
Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified, vice Joyce Dissinger, Lebanon, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LEHIGH COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, B.J. Clark, 611 East Darby Road,
Havertown 19083, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Lehigh County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2011, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Wendy Engler Shade, Allentown, resigned.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LUZERNE COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, B.J. Clark, 611 East Darby Road,
Havertown 19083, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Luzerne County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Joseph Salvo, Shavertown, deceased.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE LYCOMING COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, B.J. Clark, 611 East Darby Road,
Havertown 19083, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Lycoming County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Reverend George E. Doran, Jr., Hughesville,
deceased.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
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MEMBER OF THE LYCOMING COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nora Peterman, 4634 Larchwood
Avenue, Philadelphia 19143, Philadelphia County, Eighth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Lycoming County Board
of Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified, vice John Losch, Montoursville, deceased.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MCKEAN COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, B.J. Clark, 611 East Darby Road,
Havertown 19083, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the McKean County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Marcia Shuman, Rixford, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MCKEAN COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Sam Cohn, 491 Hillside Drive,
Mountville 17554, Lancaster County, Thirty-sixth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the McKean County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Shirley Reed, Eldred, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MCKEAN COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Stephanie Moore, R.R. 2, Box 397,
Millerstown 17062, Juniata County, Thirty-fourth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the McKean County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2011, and until her successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Vincent Goodrich, Bradford, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MERCER COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, B.J. Clark, 611 East Darby Road,
Havertown 19083, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Mercer County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Janet McDougall, Grove City, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MERCER COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Sam Cohn, 491 Hillside Drive,
Mountville 17554, Lancaster County, Thirty-sixth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Mercer County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Michael Reichart, Sharpsville, deceased.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MERCER COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Stephanie Moore, R.R. 2, Box 397,
Millerstown 17062, Juniata County, Thirty-fourth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Mercer County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2011, and until her successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice David Immonen, Greenville, resigned.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MERCER COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nora Peterman, 4634 Larchwood
Avenue, Philadelphia 19143, Philadelphia County, Eighth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Mercer County Board of
Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2011, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified, vice Walter Matthews, Sharon, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor
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MEMBER OF THE MONROE COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nina Tinari, 6401 Church Road, Phil-
adelphia 19151, Philadelphia County, Seventh Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Monroe County Board of Assistance,
to serve until December 31, 2010, and until her successor is appointed
and qualified, vice W. Andrew Worthington, Stroudsburg, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MONTOUR COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Stephanie Moore, R.R. 2, Box 397,
Millerstown 17062, Juniata County, Thirty-fourth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Montour County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until her successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Grace Reinaker, Danville, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MONTOUR COUNTY
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nora Peterman, 4634 Larchwood
Avenue, Philadelphia 19143, Philadelphia County, Eighth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Montour County Board of
Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified, vice Brian Cope, Danville, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE NORTHAMPTON
COUNTY BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Kirk M. Allen, 185 Seyfert Drive,
Birdsboro 19508, Berks County, Eleventh Senatorial District, for ap-
pointment as a member of the Northampton County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Elsie Luciano, Bethlehem, deceased.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE NORTHAMPTON
COUNTY BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Sam Cohn, 491 Hillside Drive,
Mountville 17554, Lancaster County, Thirty-sixth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Northampton County Board of
Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until his successor is
appointed and qualified, vice Arthur Panzini, Easton, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE NORTHAMPTON
COUNTY BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Stephanie Moore, R.R. 2, Box 397,
Millerstown 17062, Juniata County, Thirty-fourth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the Northampton County Board of
Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified, vice Doris Lifland, Easton, resigned.

EDWARD c RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE NORTHAMPTON
COUNTY BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nina Tinari, 6401 Church Road, Phil-
adelphia 19151, Philadelphia County, Seventh Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Northampton County Board of Assis-
tance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until her successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Fred Davis, Easton, deceased.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTY BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Gregory E. Dunlap, Esquire, 613
Sweetbriar Drive, Harrisburg 17111, Dauphin County, Fifteenth Senato-
rial District, for appointment as a member of the Northumberland
County Board of Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2010, and
until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice Frederick Hauk,
Sunbury, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor



August 18, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
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MEMBER OF THE NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTY BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nora Peterman, 4634 Larchwood
Avenue, Philadelphia 19143, Philadelphia County, Eighth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Northumberland County
Board of Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2009, and until her
successor is appointed and qualified, vice Michael Carpenter, Coal
Township, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTY BOARD OF ASSISTANCE

August 17, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Nina Tinari, 6401 Church Road, Phil-
adelphia 19151, Philadelphia County, Seventh Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Northumberland County Board of
Assistance, to serve until December 31, 2011, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified, vice Allen Dexter Kunkel, Northumberland,
resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OF THE WARREN STATE HOSPITAL

pensation Appeal Board, to serve until the third Tuesday of January
2011, and until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice Joseph T.
Rafferty, Auburn, resigned.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

RECALL COMMUNICATION
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com-
munication in writing from His Excellency, the Governor of the
Commonwealth, which was read as follows and referred to the
Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations:

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA
LABOR RELATIONS BOARD

August 19, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In accordance with the power and authority vested in me as Gover-
nor of the Commonwealth, I do hereby recall my nomination dated June
25, 2009, for the reappointment of L. Dennis Martire, 124 Sandlewood
Drive, McDonald 15057, Washington County, Forty-sixth Senatorial
District, as a member of the Pennsylvania Labor Relations Board, to
serve until June 2, 2015, and until his successor is appointed and quali-
fied.

I respectfully request the return to me of the official message of
nomination on the premises.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

HOUSE MESSAGES

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE AMENDMENTS
TO HOUSE BILLS

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed the Sen-
ate that the House has concurred in amendments made by the
Senate to HB 39 and HB 1663.

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Dr. Raymond F. Feroz, 193 South
Main Street, Seneca 16346, Warren County, Twenty-first Senatorial
District, for reappointment as a member of the Board of Trustees of the
Warren State Hospital, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2015,
and until his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE WORKERS'
COMPENSATION APPEAL BOARD

August 19, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, David H. Wilderman, Esquire, 202
North 23rd Street, Camp Hill 17011, Cumberland County, Thirty-first
Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the Workers' Corn-

BILLS INTRODUCED AND REFERRED

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following Senate
Bills numbered, entitled, and referred as follows, which were
read by the Clerk:

August 17, 2009

Senator ROBBINS presented to the Chair SB 1072, entitled:
An Act designating U.S. Route 62 in Mercer County as the Mercer

County Veterans Highway.

Which was committed to the Committee on TRANSPORTA-
TION, August 17, 2009.

August 19, 2009

Senators PICCOLA, PILEGGI, BOSCOLA, EARLL, M.
WHITE, WARD, ERICKSON and BAKER presented to the
Chair SB 1073, entitled:
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An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in early learning programs,
further providing for duties of department, for grant awards and for
duties of approved providers.

Which was committed to the Committee on EDUCATION,
August 19, 2009.

APPOINTMENT BY THE
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair wishes to announce the Presi-
dent pro tempore has made the following appointment:

The Honorable John C. Uhler as a member of the Interbranch
Commission on Juvenile Justice.

APPOINTMENTS BY THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT. The Chair wishes to announce the Minor-
ity Leader has made the following appointments:

The Honorable James Gibbons as a member of the
Interbranch Commission on Juvenile Justice.

Mr. Leonard C. Piazza III as a member of the Statewide Uni-
form Registry of Electors Advisory Board.

BILLS SIGNED

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Joseph B. Scarnati
III) in the presence of the Senate signed the following bills:

HB 39 and HB 1663.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.

Senator MELLOW. Mr. President, I request legislative leaves
for Senator Stout, Senator Tartaglione, and Senator Williams.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Mellow requests legislative leaves
for Senator Stout, Senator Tartaglione, and Senator Williams.
Without objection, the leaves will be granted.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
JOURNAL APPROVED

The PRESIDENT. The Journal of the Session of July 16,
2009, is now in print.

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the Session of July
16, 2009.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that further reading
of the Journal be dispensed with and that the Journal be ap-
proved.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Alloway Ferlo O'Pake Vance
Argall Folmer One Vogel
Baker Fontana Piccola Ward
Boscola Gordner Pileggi Washington

Browne Greenleaf Pippy Waugh
Brubaker Hughes Rafferty White, Donald
Corman Kasunic Robbins White, Mary Jo
Costa Kitchen Scarnati Williams
Dinniman Leach Smucker Wozniak
Earll Logan Stack Yaw
Eichelberger Mcllhinney Stout
Erickson Mellow Tartaglione
Farnese Musto Tomlinson

NAY-0

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question
was determined in the affirmative.

The PRESIDENT. The Journal is approved.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
GUESTS OF SENATOR ROBERT TOMLINSON

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Bucks, Senator Tomlinson.

Senator TOMLINSON. Mr. President, I rise to introduce two
members of my district staff who are here today in Harrisburg.
First is Sean Schafer, who is a legislative assistant in my district.
He is a graduate of Penn State University and is doing a great job
in the district. With him is Chris Duffner, who is one of my dis-
trict interns for the summer. He is going to be leaving us at the
end of this week and going on to Georgetown University in
Washington, D.C. Chris graduated at the top of his class in high
school, and we wish him well in his college career. He has done
a wonderful job as a district administrator on my staff. I ask the
Senate to give them a warm welcome today.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Tomlinson
please rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR ELISABETH J. BAKER
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Luzerne, Senator Baker.

Senator BAKER. Mr. President, it is a privilege for me to
introduce students and administrators from Susquehanna Com-
munity School District in Susquehanna County. They are here
visiting the Capitol today as one of the top performers, the top
schools, across the Commonwealth. In fact, their school district
had the greatest gain in student achievement over the past 7
years.

So I am honored to have with us today Superintendent
Bronson Stone; administrators Mark Gurchman, Joni Miller,
Kathleen Hinkley, Clay Weaver, Bob Keyes, Matt Misiura,
Holly Warunek, and Pam Weiss; and the students who are join-
ing their administrators are Danielle Barnes, John Herfert,
Amanda Marco, Lauren Marco, Nick Marco, Cori Glidden,
Alyssa Hubal, Trevor Pissetti, Nicole Sherman, and John Ball.

We are very proud of the students and administrators from
Susquehanna Community School District, and I ask my col-
leagues to offer a warm welcome.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Baker please
rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)
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RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request a recess of the
Senate for purposes, first, of a meeting of the Committee on
Rules and Executive Nominations to be held in the Rules room,
to be followed by a Republican caucus to be held in the Majority
Caucus Room.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Berks, Senator O'Pake.

Senator O'PAKE. Mr. President, I ask for the Democratic
Members to report to our caucus room.

The PRESIDENT. For purposes of a meeting of the Commit-
tee on Rules and Executive Nominations to be held immediately
in the Rules room, to be followed by Republican and Democratic
caucuses, without objection, the Senate stands in recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE GOVERNOR
REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON RULES

AND EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS

Senator ROBBINS, from the Committee on Rules and Execu-
tive Nominations, reported communications from His Excel-
lency, the Governor of the Commonwealth, recalling the follow-
ing nominations, which were read by the Clerk as follows:

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA
LABOR RELATIONS BOARD

August 19, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In accordance with the power and authority vested in me as Gover-
nor of the Commonwealth, I do hereby recall my nomination dated June
25, 2009, for the reappointment of L. Dennis Martire, 124 Sandlewood
Drive, McDonald 15057, Washington County, Forty-sixth Senatorial
District, as a member of the Pennsylvania Labor Relations Board, to
serve until June 2, 2015, and until his successor is appointed and quali-
fied.

I respectfully request the return to me of the official message of
nomination on the premises.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE WORKERS'
COMPENSATION APPEAL BOARD

as a member of the Workers' Compensation Appeal Board, to serve
until the third Tuesday of January 2011, and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Richard Block, Philadelphia, deceased.

I respectfully request the return to me of the official message of
nomination on the premises.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

NOMINATIONS RETURNED TO THE GOVERNOR

Senator ROBBINS. Mr. President, I request that the nomina-
tions just read by the Clerk be returned to His Excellency, the
Governor.

A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined
in the affirmative.

The PRESIDENT. The nominations will be returned to the
Governor.

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON RULES
AND EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS

Senator ROBBINS, from the Committee on Rules and Execu-
tive Nominations, reported the following nominations made by
His Excellency, the Governor of the Commonwealth, which were
read by the Clerk as follows:

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF
CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

July 20, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Michael Napolitano, 3112 Deerfield
Court, Murrysville 15668, Westmoreland County, Forty-first Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of
California University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher
Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2013, and until
his successor is appointed and qualified, vice John C. Pettit, Washing-
ton, resigned.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, William M. Heim, 1414 Rose Vir-
ginia Road, Reading 19611, Berks County, Eleventh Senatorial District,
for reappointment as a member of the Municipal Police Officers Educa-
tion and Training Commission, to serve for a term of three years and
until his successor is appointed and qualified.

In accordance with the power and authority vested in me as Gover- EDWARD G. RENDELL
nor of the Commonwealth, I do hereby recall my nomination dated July Governor
17, 2009, for the appointment of B.J. Clark, 611 East Darby Road,
Havertown 19083, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial District,
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MEMBER OF THE STATE PLANNING BOARD

July 23, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Ellen M. Ferretti, 55 Grandview Ave-
nue, Dallas 18612, Luzerne County, Twentieth Senatorial District, for
reappointment as a member of the State Planning Board, to serve for a
term of four years and until her successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE PLANNING BOARD

July 20, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, The Honorable Donna Hartle, 23
White Oak Drive, Lucinda 16235, Clarion County, Twenty-first Senato-
rial District, for appointment as a member of the State Planning Board,
to serve for a term of four years and until her successor is appointed and
qualified, vice The Honorable Donato Zucco, Johnstown, whose term
expired.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE PLANNING BOARD

July 23, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Richard G. Phillips, Jr., 3 Bladens
Court, Philadelphia 19106, Philadelphia County, First Senatorial Dis-
trict, for reappointment as a member of the State Planning Board, to
serve for a term of four years and until his successor is appointed and
qualified.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE PLANNING BOARD

July 23, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, The Honorable Judith Schwank, 169
Stitzer Road, Fleetwood 19604, Berks County, Eleventh Senatorial
District, for reappointment as a member of the State Planning Board, to
serve for a term of four years and until her successor is appointed and
qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE PLANNING BOARD

July 20, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Richard P. Vilello, Jr., 148
Susquehanna Avenue, Lock Haven 17745, Clinton County, Thirty-fifth
Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the State Planning
Board, to serve for a term of four years and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Harry C. Stokes, Gettysburg, whose term
expired.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGE

July 29, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Russell L. Lawton, 2631 Meadow
Lane, Bloomsburg 17815, Columbia County, Twenty-seventh Senato-
rial District, for appointment as Magisterial District Judge, in and for
the Counties of Columbia/Montour, Magisterial District 26-2-01, to
serve until the first Monday of January 2010, vice The Honorable
Donna J. Coombe, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

NOMINATIONS LAID ON THE TABLE

Senator ROBBINS. Mr. President, I request that the nomina-
tions just read by the Clerk be laid on the table.

The PRESIDENT. The nominations will be laid on the table.

GUEST OF SENATOR DOMINIC F. PILEGGI
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, it is my pleasure this after-
noon to introduce Anthony Pugliese, an intern in my Harrisburg
office. Anthony will begin his final semester at West Chester
University at the end of this month, and is pursuing a bachelor of
arts degree in political science. He is interested in a career in the
field of State government, and specifically, working for the State
legislature.

Anthony recently served as State chairman of the Pennsylva-
nia Federation of College Republicans, and during his freshman
year at West Chester University, he was elected president of the
College Republicans. He is a member of the Sigma Pi fraternity
and was captain of the West Chester Men's Tennis Team during
the 2008-09 season. Mr. President, Anthony is seated in the gal-
lery today, and I ask that we extend our traditional warm wel-
come.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guest of Senator Pileggi please
rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)
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EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion was made by Senator ROBBINS,
That the Senate do now resolve itself into Executive Session

for the purpose of considering certain nominations made by the
Governor.

Which was agreed to by voice vote.

NOMINATIONS TAKEN FROM THE TABLE

Senator ROBBINS. Mr. President, I call from the table certain
nominations and ask for their consideration.

The Clerk read the nominations as follows:

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF
CALIFORNIA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

July 20, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Michael Napolitano, 3112 Deerfield
Court, Murrysville 15668, Westmoreland County, Forty-first Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of
California University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher
Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2013, and until
his successor is appointed and qualified, vice John C. Pettit, Washing-
ton, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, William M. Heim, 1414 Rose Vir-
ginia Road, Reading 19611, Berks County, Eleventh Senatorial District,
for reappointment as a member of the Municipal Police Officers' Educa-
tion and Training Commission, to serve for a term of three years and
until his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE PLANNING BOARD

July 23, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Ellen M. Fer retti, 55 Grandview Ave-
nue, Dallas 18612, Luzerne County, Twentieth Senatorial District, for

reappointment as a member of the State Planning Board, to serve for a
term of four years and until her successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE PLANNING BOARD

July 20, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, The Honorable Donna Hartle, 23
White Oak Drive, Lucinda 16235, Clarion County, Twenty-first Senato-
rial District, for appointment as a member of the State Planning Board,
to serve for a term of four years and until her successor is appointed and
qualified, vice The Honorable Donato Zucco, Johnstown, whose term
expired.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE PLANNING BOARD

July 23, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Richard G. Phillips, Jr., 3 Bladens
Court, Philadelphia 19106, Philadelphia County, First Senatorial Dis-
trict, for reappointment as a member of the State Planning Board, to
serve for a term of four years and until his successor is appointed and
qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE PLANNING BOARD

July 23, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, The Honorable Judith Schwank, 169
Stitzer Road, Fleetwood 19604, Berks County, Eleventh Senatorial
District, for reappointment as a member of the State Planning Board, to
serve for a term of four years and until her successor is appointed and
qualified.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE PLANNING BOARD

July 20, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Richard P. Vilello, Jr., 148
Susquehanna Avenue, Lock Haven 17745, Clinton County, Thirty-fifth
Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the State Planning
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Board, to serve for a term of four years and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, vice Harry C. Stokes, Gettysburg, whose term
expired.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGE

July 29, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Russell L. Lawton, 2631 Meadow
Lane, Bloomsburg 17815, Columbia County, Twenty-seventh Senato-
rial District, for appointment as Magisterial District Judge, in and for
the Counties of Columbia/Montour, Magisterial District 26-2-01, to
serve until the first Monday of January 2010, vice The Honorable
Donna J. Coombe, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

On the question,
Will the Senate advise and consent to the nominations?

• The yeas and nays were required by Senator ROBBINS and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the
request of Senator PILEGGI.

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 303, SB 535, SB 899, SB 993, SB 1007, SB 1009 and SB
1034 -- Without objection, the bills were passed over in their
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 1047 (Pr. No. 1339) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of July 5, 1984 (P.L.587, No.119), known
as the Rail Freight Preservation and Improvement Act, further providing
for contracts, procurement and sale of property and competition in
award of contracts.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

HB 1798 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

Alloway
Argall
Baker
Boscola
Browne
Brubaker
Corman
Costa
Dinniman
Earll
Eichelberger
Erickson
Farnese

Ferlo
Folmer
Fontana
Gordner
Greenleaf
Hughes
Kasunic
Kitchen
Leach
Logan
Mcllhinney
Mellow
Musto

RESOLUTION REREFERRED

Senator PILEGGI, without objection, called up from page 4
of the Calendar, Senate Resolution No. 156 , entitled:

A Resolution encouraging the State Board of Education to adopt
the final-form regulation, Reg. No. 006-312, establishing new high
school graduation requirements, and development of voluntary Key-
stone Exams for use by school districts in this Commonwealth to ensure
our high school graduates are ready to compete in the 21st century in
our global economy and succeed in the arena of higher education.

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Governor be informed accordingly.

EXECUTIVE SESSION RISES

Senator ROBBINS. Mr. President, I move that the Executive
Session do now rise.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.

CALENDAR

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 1036, SB 1037, SB 1038, SB 1039, SB 1040, HB 222, SB
369, HB 485, HB 602, SB 746, SB 893, SB 974 and SB 1042 --

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the resolution was rereferred to the Committee on Appro-
priations.

GOVERNOR'S ITEM VETO MESSAGE OF SB 850
TAKEN FROM THE TABLE

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that the August 5,
2009, message from the Governor containing item vetoes to Sen-
ate Bill No. 850, Printer's No. 953, be taken from the table and
placed on the Calendar.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The PRESIDENT. It will be placed on the Calendar.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No. 1

GOVERNOR'S ITEM VETO MESSAGE
OF SENATE BILL 850
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MOTIONS TO OVERRIDE GOVERNOR'S
LINE ITEM VETOES, DEFEATED

SB 850 (Pr. No. 953) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the Governor's item veto message.

August 5, 2009

To the Honorable Senate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

I have the duty to inform you that I have this day signed Senate
Bill 850, Printer's Number 953 entitled, " An Act to provide from the
General Fund for the expenses of the Executive, Legislative and Judi-
cial Departments of the Commonwealth, the public debt and the pub-
lic schools for the fiscal year July 1, 2009, to June 30, 2010, for cer-
tain institutions and organizations, and for the payment of bills in-
curred and remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2009; to provide appropriations from the State Lottery Fund,
the Energy Conservation and Assistance Fund, the Hazardous Mate-
rial Response Fund, The State Stores Fund, the Milk Marketing
Fund, the Home Investment Trust Fund, the Emergency Medical Ser-
vices Operating Fund, the Tuition Payment Fund, the Banking De-
partment Fund, the Firearm Records Check Fund, the Ben Franklin
Technology Development Authority Fund and the Tobacco Settle-
ment Fund to the Executive Department; to provide appropriations
from the Judicial Computer System Augmentation Account to the
Judicial Department for the fiscal year July 1, 2009, to June 30,
2010; to provide appropriations from the Motor License Fund for the
fiscal year July 1, 2009, to June 30, 2010, for the proper operation of
the several departments of the Commonwealth and the Pennsylvania
State Police authorized to spend Motor License Fund moneys; to pro-
vide for the appropriation of Federal funds to the Executive Depart-
ment of the Commonwealth and for the payment of bills remaining
unpaid at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 2009; to provide
for the additional appropriation of Federal and State funds from the
General Fund, from the State Lottery Fund and from the Tobacco
Settlement Fund for the Executive Department of the Commonwealth
for the fiscal year July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009, and for the payment
of bills incurred and remaining unpaid at the close of the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2008; and making interfund transfers for the fiscal
year July 1, 2008, to June 30, 2009.", except as to the items con-
tained in this letter:

I believe the bill presented to me for signature today is techni-
cally flawed and cannot be viewed as a constitutionally balanced
budget enacted with the best interests of the citizens of Pennsylvania
in mind; therefore, I am exercising my constitutional right to line
item veto all but those appropriations that will allow state employees
to be paid and those serving immediate basic health and safety pur-
poses.

In those line item appropriations where I have deleted the entire
line, I am listing the line item and amount below. In those line item
appropriations where I have inserted a new, lesser amount, I am veto-
ing the amount of the appropriation removed.

Where I have not eliminated or reduced an appropriation, this
does not mean that I agree with the funding levels for these line
items. In many cases the amounts presented in Senate Bill 850 are
insufficient to meet the responsibilities of state government. How-
ever, Commonwealth employees who have worked these weeks with-
out pay deserve to be compensated and the basic framework of gov-
ernment must be in place to protect the health and safety of our citi-
zens.

Senate Bill 850 is not a constitutionally balanced budget. Senate
Bill 850, when combined with other General Fund (non-preferred)
appropriations included in separate appropriation bills, is more than
$1.7 billion out of balance with current revenue estimates. The Gen-
eral Assembly has not sent me any additional pieces of legislation
that would provide for additional General Fund revenues to support
the total spending level contained in this bill. While the bill does in-
clude a number of inter-fund transfers that enhance general fund rev-
enues, I have concerns with some of the proposals. For example, at
the time Senate Bill 850 was introduced, there was a possibility that
$174,000,000 would be available in the Oil and Gas Lease Fund for

transfer to the General Fund. At this time there is not sufficient reve-
nue in the fund to effectuate this transfer in its entirety.

There are also technical problems with the bill that cause me to
reduce or eliminate certain appropriations.

In addition, the appropriations in Senate Bill 850 do not reflect
the mandatory cost increases associated with updated caseload pro-
jections for key health care programs. Also, the bill does not include
many of the appropriations required for agencies to utilize federal
stimulus programs under the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009.

But most of all Senate Bill 850 is not a legitimate budget be-
cause it robs the Commonwealth and its citizens of future opportuni-
ties. To continue to grow and progress, as Pennsylvania has done
over the last six and a half years, we must also continue to invest in
our assets. And our greatest asset is, in fact, our young people.
Thanks to our work with the members of the legislature, Pennsylva-
nia has made smart and substantial investments in education that
have paid tremendous dividends. Today nearly 30% more of our chil-
dren are proficient in reading and math compared to seven years ago.
Today, Pennsylvania is one of only nine states that made significant
progress in elementary school reading and math on the national as-
sessment. And, today we can all exalt in our recent PSSA scores,
which for the first time in our state's history show improvement in
every grade level, in both reading and math. If our state is going to
remain viable and competitive in the new high-technology global
economy we must continue to invest in our children. I cannot and
will not accept a budget that fails to do so.

As I have said, Senate Bill 850 is a deeply flawed piece of legis-
lation that I cannot accept as the final Commonwealth budget for fis-
cal year 2009-2010. It is simply a statutory tool to allow me to pay
our employees and protect some citizens from immediate risks to
their health and safety. I am returning Senate Bill 850 with the fol-
lowing full and partial line item vetoes with that very purpose in
mind.

(Full message of line item vetoes can be found in the Au-
gust 10, 2009, Legislative Journal for the Senate.)

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move, as a special order
of business, that the Senate proceed to Senate Supplemental Cal-
endar No. 1 containing the Governor's August 5, 2009, message
regarding item vetoes to Senate Bill No. 850, Printer's No. 953.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi moves, as a special order
of business, that the Senate proceed to consider Supplemental
Calendar No. 1, containing the Governor's August 5, 2009, mes-
sage regarding item vetoes to Senate Bill No. 850, Printer's No.
953.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President,. today is August 19. We are
now 50 days past the deadline for enacting a State budget. As
everyone in this Chamber knows, there are still serious differ-
ences between the budget which our Caucus would like to see
enacted and the budget that Governor Ed Rendell would like to
see enacted. Today, it is my hope that the Senate can set aside
those differences and take action which is clearly in the best
interest of some of Pennsylvania's most vulnerable citizens.

The Senate will soon be asked to vote on several veto over-
rides. Today, we can work together cooperatively to provide
funding for programs which serve our neediest citizens. In many
cases, there is no disagreement on the amount of funding that
should be provided. We have embraced the Governor's recom-
mended funding level in many areas, including funding for rape



1242 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE AUGUST 19,

crisis services, for homeless assistance, for drug and alcohol
programs, and for veterans services. There should be no question
that the organizations waiting for this funding and the people
who need those services should be freed from their current posi-
tion in the middle of our budget negotiation process.

In some other areas, we will be asked to override line item
vetoes where there is a modest difference in the proposed levels
of spending. Both programs are extremely time-sensitive. Col-
lege students need to know if they will receive the grants they are
expecting; parents who received State subsidies for child care
need to know those funds are available so they can go to work;
and families who rely on the Community Mental Retardation
Base Program should not have to worry about whether or not
their loved ones will continue to receive necessary services.

Mr. President, it was 2 weeks ago today that the Governor
partially signed and partially vetoed Senate Bill No. 850. When
he did that, there was some reason to hope that an agreement on
a final State budget would be reached sooner rather than later.
Unfortunately, that has not been the case. Today, we are faced
with a situation where many organizations which provide abso-
lutely vital services are on the verge of closing. In today's Harris-
burg Patriot News, the executive director of the Pennsylvania
Coalition Against Domestic Violence said, quote, "...starting
next week, there will be women and children in certain areas of
the state who may not have the support services available to
them when they need to flee their violent homes," end quote.

Today's actions in the Senate should not be partisan. It should
not even take very long. We could be back to the business of
negotiating a final State budget, and also agree today to provide
this immediate funding for our most vulnerable citizens. If the
Senate votes to override these few line item vetoes, it will not
reduce the Governor's leverage in budget negotiations. He can
continue to advocate for spending at any level he wants.

What these veto overrides will do is simple: They will release
State funds to our most vulnerable citizens who so desperately
need the funds. The overrides will provide funding to help vic-
tims of rape, victims of domestic violence, and families who do
not know where their next meal is coming from. The overrides
will insure that disabled veterans can receive transportation ser-
vices, that the homeless can be sheltered, and that college stu-
dents and their families can go to school without worrying about
whether they will have to drop out.

Today, I ask my fellow Senators to set aside partisanship.
This is not a game. What we do today can have a real, immediate
impact on the lives of thousands of Pennsylvanians. Today, we
must let the residents of this great State see us working as one to
protect our most vulnerable citizens.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.
Senator MELLOW. Mr. President, I rarely, at the podium here

on the floor of the Senate, use a prepared text, but today, this is
an issue of such great importance that I am going to read, just
very briefly, from a text that has been prepared, trying to outline
what our thoughts are.

Mr. President, we are now in the seventh week past a budget
deadline, yet Republicans still insist on playing games. This is
much more of a political move than it is a fiscal move. It is going
to waste yet another day that should be spent trying to solve the
real-life problems that continue to grow every day we do not

have a complete and balanced budget. The one thing I believe the
Majority Leader is right in saying is this is not time to play
games. We should be dealing with the real problems that people
have today. School districts, counties, municipalities, local hos-
pitals and other healthcare providers, law enforcement agencies,
and other social service providers throughout the Commonwealth
all have legitimate funding needs that require the enactment of
a State budget now, not tomorrow, not next week, not next
month, Mr. President.

Senate Republicans need to stop playing games and be sincere
with the people of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, if this budget
and this budget fight were genuinely about holding the line on
spending, then the Republicans in the Senate would not have
pushed for a special election to take place in the 24th Senatorial
District, a seat vacated by Senator Wonderling, who took a job
at the Philadelphia Chamber of Commerce. That special election,
Mr. President, which is going to be held on September 29, 34
days prior to the general election, is going to cost the people of
Pennsylvania hundreds of thousands of dollars. That is the kind
of careless spending we are talking about, when it benefits the
Republican Party in the Senate, Mr. President. It is the height of
hypocrisy when we are talking about being financially frugal.

Mr. President, this activity that we are taking part in today is
nothing more than to try to divide and embarrass the Democratic
Members of the Senate, the Democratic Members of the House
of Representatives, and the Democratic Governor. And I have
said over and over, and I do not back down one bit from what I
am saying, this battle that we are confronted with here in the
Senate is not about the late summer, now, of 2009 as much as it
is about November of 2010, Mr. President, because we have
gone entirely too far.

There is much room for negotiation. There is a willingness on
the part of both the House Democrats and the Senate Democrats
to work with our colleagues on the other side of the aisle to try
to bring about a resolve and to do that immediately. The only
thing that is being resolved today is to open up yet a stronger
wound in trying to come up with an override of a veto, which the
Majority party knows, Mr. President, is not going to take place.
They have shared with us 14 different line items which they
would like to override the veto of Senate Bill No. 850, which, in
its own right, was not in balance to begin with.

But I can assure them, as we are standing here today, that the
override of the veto will not take place, not because there is not
a sincere interest on the part of the Democrats in the Senate to
come up with a resolve, but this is not a way of resolving an
issue. This is a way of further dividing an issue. And any one
Democrat or Republican who votes to override the veto is voting
to perpetuate what has taken place since June 30, not a resolve,
not reaching a hand out to try to work together to come up with
the proper type of a balanced budget that meets the needs of the
people of Pennsylvania. The only thing this is meant to do, Mr.
President, is to divide and to be divisive, and we do not want
anything to do with that.

Mr. President, I am going to repeat it once again. If there were
sincerity on holding the line on spending, we would not be facing
a special election that is going to spend $350,000 of Pennsylva-
nia taxpayers' money on September 29, 34 days before a general
election would take place, to elect a Senator in the 24th Senato-
rial District. And if we ever get a budget done, we probably will
not even be in Session during that period of time, Mr. President.
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To me, this action today, Mr. President--and I am not refer-
ring to any one particular individual--is the height of hypocrisy
in action in all the years I have been in this body. Mr. President,
it is not the right thing to do. The right thing to do is to work to
discuss, to negotiate, to meet, not to become divisive and try to
come up with a proposal that they, in fact, know is not going to
work, is not going to pass, and means nothing more than delay-
ing the process.

A week from now, we will be saying this is the eighth week
that we have not had a budget passed in Pennsylvania. At the rate
we are going, it will be the 9th week and the 10th week. This is
not the way to run a railroad, Mr. President. Discussion, negotia-
tion, and compromise is the way you get this done. A budget in
Pennsylvania is not a Democratic budget or a Republican budget.
It does not take care of the needs of the Democratic people or the
Republican people. It takes care of the needs of the people of
Pennsylvania and those who are the most vulnerable, and we
have badly neglected our duties and failed badly in what we are
doing today. Each and every one of us, the 49 Members of this
body today, should look at one another and say, shame on you.
Shame on all of us. It is a blight on everybody for what we have
allowed to take place.

Mr. President, I ask for a negative vote, and I am not going to
speak again, if I can help it. I ask for a negative vote when we
get to the point of having an override of the veto of the 14 items
that have been given to us.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Centre, Senator Corman.
Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, a couple of weeks ago, the

Governor held a press conference at which he stated that because
the budget disagreement looked like it was going to go on for a
period of time still, he asked for the House of Representatives to
send Senate Bill No. 850, which he disagreed with, to him so that
he could ultimately sign it, partially, and veto parts of it, so that
the key parts of government could still continue to operate, and
State employees who were getting payless paydays would now
begin to get paid. This is what the Governor's thought process
was.

Why would he do that? Well, he understood that the State
employees--at least, I will take him at his word that he under-
stood that the State employees did not deserve to be held in the
middle of this budget debate--that they should not be used as
pawns, and that we should figure out a way to get them paid, as
they did by passing Senate Bill No. 850 to the Governor, and
then the Governor blue-lining parts of it but signing parts of it
that would ultimately pay employees throughout the State of
Pennsylvania.

We did not have a problem with that, Mr. President, because,
quite frankly, although we would have preferred to have the bud-
get passed in total--that is certainly all our preference--we would
have liked to have had the budget passed in total by June 30, but
it was clear that that would not happen, and that it was not going
to happen anytime in the near future. So when the House of Rep-
resentatives moved forward with passing Senate Bill No. 850,
and the Governor vetoed parts of it but signed parts of it to get
the State employees paid, we had no objections, because clearly,
we wanted all State employees--again, whether you are a Repub-
lican or a Democrat did not matter--we wanted all State employ-

ees to get paid, so, therefore, they would no longer be caught in
the middle of this budget debate.

Well, unfortunately, Mr. President, the Governor, when he
vetoed other lines in the budget, has now put a different group of
individuals in the middle of this budget debate. And although we
were hopeful, once the conference committee began to have their
deliberations, we could bring this budget debate to a close and
have a final overall budget for all of us to sign, for the Governor
the sign, and to get into place, our hopes have been somewhat
dashed, as we are still frustrated to get to closure on this year's
fiscal spending plan.

Mr. President, as late as just this week, Monday evening, it
was still clear that the two sides are significantly apart, even
though trying to make steps in the right direction. To think that
we are going to have a budget in place today, tomorrow, or next
week is not realistic. And even if we agreed, Mr. President, to a
budget today or tomorrow, it would still take a couple of weeks
to ultimately put it together. So what happens in those couple of
weeks while we are still either debating or putting this budget
together? Well, certain time-sensitive social service issues are
going to become a crisis.

Mr. President, I got a call today from a childcare center in
Centre County that told me they could not meet payroll. They
cannot meet payroll this week, which means, ultimately, if they
cannot meet payroll, they will probably have to close their doors,
which obviously puts those people out of work and shuts down
that facility. Then, all the parents who have taken their children
to that daycare facility will no longer be able to take their chil-
dren there, and they will either have to find other places or, if
they were getting subsidized, may not be able to afford to go to
other places, and therefore, they will not be able to go to work.
That is real. That is today. That is not next week. That is not next
month.

I know the Governor was on a radio station in Pittsburgh last
week saying that if these go dark for a couple of weeks, what is
the big deal? Well, Mr. President, it is a big deal. It is a very big
deal. And what makes it probably more frustrating is that in the
areas of childcare services and childcare assistance, we are very
close to where the Governor is on what he wants to spend.
Therefore, we could at least get this portion of the budget passed,
allow that to be subsidized, and allow those parents to be able to
send their kids to these facilities and continue to go to work ev-
ery day.

You know, there is nothing that prevents us, Mr. President, if
we do not -- some argument will be made today that we are hold-
ing out for more funding. Well, Mr. President, in 2003, when the
Governor introduced his first budget, and we passed it, and then
he vetoed just the education part of the budget, when we ulti-
mately resolved that difference in December of that year, we
were able to go back and not only redo the education budget that
he vetoed, but other lines in the budget as well. So no matter
what the lines say today, that we would be overriding in the Gov-
ernor's veto, there still is an ability of this General Assembly, if
it so desires, to up some of that spending.

So the question is, do we hold back these services today, Mr.
President, that we could be giving to the people of Pennsylvania,
or do we go forward and allow these services to be delivered to
the people of Pennsylvania? Now, the Governor, in his own com-
ment, when he vetoed specific lines in Senate Bill No. 850, said
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that although he agreed with some of these lines, he needed to
use them for leverage. He needed to use them for leverage to
make sure that the General Assembly would be here working on
an overall budget.

Well, Mr. President, I do not know if I could tell a victim of
domestic violence that they need to wait a couple of weeks for
counseling because of the process. How do we tell a working
mom to figure it out for a couple more weeks while she is trying
to go to work, because she cannot go to work because her
daycare facility is shut down, or a disabled veteran that they can
no longer get transportation to the medical facilities, because we
are working through this process?

We could go on and on, Mr. President. The point is there is no
reason not to fund these areas. For many of them, we agree with
the Governor on the spending line. The only reason that they
were vetoed is for leverage purposes, and I do not think, whether
it was the State employees, previously, or now, these particular
individuals who depend on these services, that they should be
used in the middle as pawns any more than the State employees
should have been used. So if it was good enough for the State
employees, to get them out of the middle of this debate, then I
think it is good enough for these people as well, and we should,
in a very bipartisan way.

This is not scoring us any more points to get this done. If we
come together, 49 to 0, pass it on to the House, and they override
it as well, we are still here, Mr. President. This is only $2 billion
worth of spending. The Governor certified the revenue estimate
at over $25 billion. I believe he signed around $12 billion into
law when he did Senate Bill No. 850. This is only another $2
billion. There is plenty of money there, and there is still a good
$10-plus billion worth of leverage that the Governor needs to
keep us here and working. And of course we are going to be here
working to try to get an overall budget completed.

But to deprive these people of their services just because the
Governor needs more leverage, I think, is unconscionable. Mr.
President, these people do not deserve to be put in the middle of
this debate, as the State employees do not deserve to be put in the
middle of this debate. Let us act as one. Let us understand that
we are not completing our budget process today, that this is just
a small step. Let us take some of the heat out of these areas that
people, who are going to need services, are sensitive to. This will
just provide that, Mr. President.

There is still a lot of work to be done here. We are all still
going to be here attempting to get this done, Mr. President, but
I think today it is a good move on our part. We can do it in a
bipartisan way. We can get this completed. We will still be here
finishing up, getting to a point, but I think anyone who thinks
that we could be done in the next day or two with the differences
that we still have, I think is somewhat naive, unfortunately. To
have these people of Pennsylvania be deprived of these services
for weeks, if not months, until a final State budget is completed
would be unfortunate.

So, Mr. President, I ask for an affirmative vote.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Allegheny, Senator Costa.
Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I rise to join my friend and

colleague, Senator Mellow, and ask for a negative vote on this
motion to attempt to override the Governor's veto of Senate Bill
No. 850.

Mr. President, I am struck by the irony of some of the com-
ments that were made by some of my colleagues, and I think one
comment was made many years ago, and I am not quite sure who
made the comment or whom to attribute it to, but the comment
goes something like: this is no way to run a railroad. Mr. Presi-
dent, this is no way to run a State government, where you piece-
meal together various aspects of a State budget because we do
not have the ability or the desire, the desire to sit down and nego-
tiate an appropriate budget that meets the needs of the Common-
wealth residents.

I was struck by the comment of my colleague, the Majority
Leader, who says that they were looking for a budget that his
Caucus would like to see enacted. Now, that is great, if the pro-
ceeds from our State revenues were going to take care of his
Caucus, in terms of what gets funded. We have a responsibility,
an obligation, to make certain that we put together a budget that
addresses the needs of all of our caucuses, every single caucus in
this Commonwealth, every single resident in this Common-
wealth, not one for 29 Members of the other side of the aisle.

Mr. President, the fact that we are going to try to piecemeal
together a budget is not wholly appropriate. It is not appropriate
at all, and I am offended, quite frankly, that we are here trying to
do this. We have had ample opportunities. This side of the aisle
has shared with our colleagues on the other side of the aisle a
countless number of proposals, countless proposals, to try to get
to a point that we can reach a compromise and understanding,
something that is negotiated where both sides can agree that we
have a budget not for 29 Members but for the General Assembly
and for the residents of this Commonwealth.

Mr. President, it was not long ago when we were at a confer-
ence committee meeting, and the comment was made by one of
the conferees that if we take the PIT off the table, we can get a
budget done in 3 days. Three days. Mr. President, I think it is
pretty clear that this side of the aisle has said the personal income
tax is off the table. The House Democrats have said the PIT is off
the table. What are we stalling for? What are we waiting for?

We can find the time to set a special election and spend
$400,000 on a needless election that is going to take place on
September 29, but we cannot find the time or the effort to try to
get together and reach a compromise. Our most recent proposal
we sent to the, other side to try to reconcile our differences has
not even been acknowledged, now over a week later, as some-
thing we can live with, whether it is something that is too high,
.get lost, we think you are crazy, nothing. If that is the way we are
going to negotiate, so be it.

Mr. President, we need to make certain that we have a serious
and sincere conversation and dialogue about how we negotiate
a budget, and we negotiate a budget. We do not piecemeal this
thing together. This is a sham and something that needs to stop.
As was indicated earlier by my colleague, Senator Mellow, it is
all about politics, and it is a shame that the people of Pennsylva-
nia are being misled to think that we are going to be able to do
something that we are not going to do. This is the third time that
we have done this exercise where we have gone down this path.
It is time we stop. It is time we stop.

If we would allow for the Republican budget cuts to stand,
which are incorporated into Senate Bill No. 850, we are talking
about 8,000 families that will lose childcare subsidies. We are
fighting to make sure that they do not lose them. We are trying
to get more folks that childcare subsidy. That is what we are
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talking about doing. The Commonwealth will be forced to lose
and forfeit $60 million in lost Federal childcare support. That is
what we are fighting for, to keep that and get more. We are fight-
ing to make sure that 2,800 children would not lose their Head
Start placements this fall. We want those 2,800 kids in Head
Start.

This State has done a very good job on pre-K education and
working in Head Start and those types of programs to make sure
that our kids are getting an appropriate foundation and appropri-
ate beginnings. That is what we are fighting for. That is what this
is about. You may want to call it leverage. We call it fighting for
the people of Pennsylvania who need these types of things. We
do not want $52 million cut in pre-K programs, pre-K programs
that the President of the United States has held out as a model, a
model for the rest of the country, a pre-K program that has
proven results, that has improved student performance.

We are proud of that program. We want to continue it. We
want to continue to fight for it, not take $52 million away from
it, and $16-plus million for children's health insurance. Again,
Pennsylvania was a role model in terms of healthcare insurance
for kids with our CHIP Program, and we expanded that with the
Cover All Pennsylvanians. Now we are going to take $16.4 mil-
lion out of that program. We do not want to do it. That is what
we are fighting for. That is what today is about. You can call it
leverage. We call it fighting for the people of Pennsylvania and
not just for 29 Members.

Thank you, Mr. President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.

The PRESIDENT. The Senate now has before it Supplemen-
tal Calendar No. 1, containing the Governor's August 5, 2009,
message regarding item vetoes to Senate Bill No. 850, Printer's
No. 953.

On the question,
Shall the Senate reconsider and agree to pass the bill, the ob-

jections of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Bucks, Senator Tomlinson.

Senator TOMLINSON. Mr. President, I move that, pursuant
to Article IV, Sections 15 and 16, of the Constitution of Pennsyl-
vania, the Senate proceed to reconsider the following item,
namely:

The appropriation for the Pennsylvania Higher Education
Assistance Agency in Section 228 on page 115:

For the payment of educational assistance grants.
Stateappropriation ....................... $386,198,000.

And agree to re-pass the same, the objections of the Governor
to the contrary notwithstanding.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Tomlinson moves that, pursuant
to Article IV, Sections 15 and 16, of the Constitution of Pennsyl-
vania, the Senate proceed to reconsider the following item,
namely:

The appropriation to the Pennsylvania Higher Education As-
sistance Agency in Section 228 on page 115:

For the payment of education assistance grants.
Stateappropriation ....................... $386,198,000.

And agree to re-pass the same, the objections of the Governor
to the contrary notwithstanding.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Bucks, Senator Tomlinson.

Senator TOMLINSON. Mr. President, last week, Representa-
tive Adolph, the chairman of the PHEAA board, sent a letter to
Senator Pileggi with a resolution asking that the Senate please
begin proceedings to override the Governor's veto on the
PHEAA line item. Many of you probably heard last week that
there were a lot of families sitting around their kitchen tables
concerned that they were not going to be able to go to school,
concerned that the school was not going to be able to front the
money for the loans and the grants, and there was a lot of con-
sternation.

In fact, this a very bipartisan resolution. In fact, there is a
gentleman by the name of "Costa" on this resolution; there is a
gentlewoman by the name of "Mann" on this resolution. So there
are people on both sides of the aisle who have great concern for
those families, as they are sending their children off to college in
just a few days. I mean, it is August 19; school is starting next
week or the following week. There is a lot of consternation and
a lot of worry by these families that their children are not going
to be able to go to school.

Yes, it is true that many of these schools now have agreed,
under great pressure, by the way, to go ahead and front this
money. My concern, Mr. President, is many of these very small
private schools are not going to be able to keep this up. Many of
them have their foundations already decimated by the downturn
that we have had in the economy. The stock market has deci-
mated many of these private foundations from which these pri-
vate schools lend to their students. In this budget, we also cut out
about $500 million from the State system and about $699 million
from the State-affiliated. That is $1.1 billion that the schools
themselves, the colleges themselves, are not going to receive.

So this $389 million is truly a great burden. While many of
these kids are going to be able to go to school, these schools are
going to be under great pressure. I think it is going to cause great
pressure, and there are going to be things they are not going to be
able to do, services they will not be able to provide because of
the pressure we have put on them.

So in a very bipartisan way, and in a way just trying to re-
move these children and these families and these higher educa-
tion institutions from harm's way, to get them out of the goings
on in this budget here, that is why I offer this amendment, be-
cause these children and these families do not need to be held
hostage to our inability to have a budget. I do not see the reason-
ing behind trading one group of hostages for another group of
hostages. We relieved the hostages, the State employees, last
week. I would just like us to relieve the hostages we have in the
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higher education institutions and the children we have going to
school.

Mr. President, for those bipartisan reasons, and it is a very
small amount of money in the big picture. It is not a great deal of
money. I do not think it is a great leverage. It is not going to give
one side or another side an advantage. I think it should be agreed
to easily. For that reason, I offer this motion.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Logan.

Senator LOGAN. Mr. President, I rise to respectfully object
to the motion to override the PHEAA line item. I serve as the
vice chairman of the PHEAA board. I serve with Senator
Tomlinson and Senator Hughes, Senator Fontana, Senator Wash-
ington, Senator Erickson, Senator Earll, and Senator Piccola in
a very bipartisan fashion on the PHEAA board.

I think we should go back just a few years. PHEAA has, as
you know, had their issues, and we primarily have a new board
at PHEAA. As Senator Tomlinson indicated, the board is headed
by Bill Adolph, a State Representative from the House of Repre-
sentatives who chairs that board and with whom we work very
well together. I would challenge anybody to find a person with
more dedication than Chairman Adolph. Actually, the entire
board, Mr. President, has worked hard. We hired a new CEO and
president at PHEAA, Jim Preston, and the PHEAA board gave
him pretty strict instructions when we hired him to complete an
evaluation of the expenses and identify areas of potential savings
through the operations of PHEAA. We wanted him to focus his
efforts on providing access to higher education for Pennsylvania
students. That was the mission. That was the goal: Provide ac-
cess to higher education for Pennsylvania students.

As we sit right now, I think the override of this veto, if suc-
cessful, flies in the face of that goal. Mr. President, we cannot go
back--and I will share the numbers with you--we cannot step
back in time. Over the last number of years, from October 2007,
the board cut about $80 million out of the operations at PHEAA
through a workforce reduction plan that saves us about $24 mil-
lion a year, about 264 or 265 voluntary departures; the elimina-
tion of the management bonus program; no automatic COLA
increases for nonunion associates, which saves us roughly about
$5 million a year; for professional services, IT, conferences,
advertising, all totaled, saves us about $80 million.

With all of that savings and cutting and making PHEAA run
more effectively and efficiently in turning those dollars over to
Pennsylvania students, I think board members on both sides of
the aisle in both Chambers really built the trust again of the folks
in this room, the folks in the House, the folks outside, the media,
and the Governor's Office. We are not the agency that we were
4, 5, or 10 years ago, Mr. President. So in 2008-09, the legisla-
ture appropriated roughly $407 million, between $407 million
and $408 million, to hand out to Pennsylvania students. When
you add in some of the carryover dollars, Mr. President, from
2007-08 and some Federal dollars, we handed out about $411
million to roughly 160,000 Pennsylvania students, of which we
are very proud.

I remember the board members in February of this year when
the Governor's budget came out, we were all elated - Republi-
cans, Democrats, House, Senate, our private members - because
the Governor recognized what we did. The Governor recognized
what Jim Preston and his complete team at PHEAA had done,
recognized the tough decisions that the board members made at

PHEAA and proposed a little over $450 million to give to Penn-
sylvania students. That was up from $407 million. Four hundred
and fifty-two million dollars given out, or what we thought
would be given out, to our Pennsylvania students. A committee
that was chaired by my good friend, Senator Earll, for whom I
have the utmost respect, who reworked the formula, we were
going to hand out money, whatever that dollar figure was, to
172,000 kids. We were elated about the $452 million, Mr. Presi-
dent, but we were realistic in saying that probably would not
stick.

So we waited a number of months until the Governor came up
with a revised budget because of the $3.2 billion-$3.3 billion
deficit in Pennsylvania. So the Governor's revised budget came
back down to $407.4 million, or level funding, with which, under
these economic conditions, we were still ecstatic. We could
level-fund this agency and provide grants to 172,000 kids in
Pennsylvania. We were ecstatic. So as we do every year, we
wrote to those 172,000 kids. This is what the legislature appro-
priated or will appropriate or hopes to appropriate, and this is
your grant, based on that formula.

Now, under Senate Bill No. 850, which I voted against, and
one of the main reasons I stood on the floor was because of the
decline in money that we were going to appropriate to PHEAA.
Senate Bill No. 850 dropped to $386 million, or roughly $25
million less, $25 million less for Pennsylvania students than we
appropriated the year before in an economic downturn. It just
does not make sense to step back. The board members. at
PHEAA and Jim Preston and his team did not go through all of
that pain and tough decisions to go backward.

I do not want to make this partisan, because the PHEAA
board has never been partisan. Bill Adolph is a Republican; I am
the vice chair, and I am a Democrat; my good friend, Senator
Tomlinson, chairs the executive committee; there are many
Members like Senator Earll, who chairs a committee, and Sena-
tor Hughes. It has never been partisan. But I cannot vote, as
much as I want to start doling this money out to kids, I cannot
vote to go back, and I see this vote today as going back. When
we appropriate $411 million in one year, and then the next year,
we appropriate $386 million and we increase the number of stu-
dents--remember, we are going from 167,000 students to 172,000
students. So when you increase the number of students and de-
crease the funding, Mr. President, that is absolutely going back.

The PHEAA employees did a search the last couple of days
to find out if there is a school, be it private or public, or a com-
munity college, for which this is not an issue. It is an issue. This
is $400-some million. It is going to be an issue for them, but at
the present time, it is not. Colleges, universities, community
colleges, they are not closing. No kids are going to be kept off of
the campus. It is not the crisis that is perceived out there. Every
school--we cannot find one--every school will either front or
credit the kids coming in who receive a PHEAA grant.

Now, Mr. President, I am going to be completely honest. I am
not saying that in a month from now it is not going to be a crisis,
2 months from now it is not going to be a disaster, or 3 months
from now kids will not be getting kicked out. I am not saying
that. But as we sit today, and in a month or so, this is not a prob-
lem. I do not want to short-change our kids who are going to
college, and I think a "yes" vote to override this veto to revert
back to $386 million is taking us back.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Bucks, Senator Tomlinson.

Senator TOMLINSON. Mr. President, I want to say that Sen-
ator Logan has done an outstanding job. The secret of success
with the PHEAA board is the fact that it has been so nonpartisan,
that we have worked very, very well together. I would like to say
that it has been a pleasure to serve on the PHEAA board, but I
cannot say that it has been a pleasure these last few years. It is
actually a pleasure now. Since Representative Adolph, Senator
Logan, and I as the chairman of the executive committee, and the
great loyal staff that we have over there, we have really turned
the PHEAA organization around. It really is doing an outstand-
ing job, and while last week we were concerned with the individ-
ual students, I am still extremely concerned, because I am not
hearing here today from any of our leaders that we are going to
settle this budget next week, that we are going to settle this bud-
get in 2 weeks or 3weeks or 2 months or 3 months.

What really concerns me is as we looked at these different
schools, some of them are not in the best financial shape. I think
that our State system, I think that our State-associated schools,
the Penn States, the Temples, I think they are going to get by the
next couple of months, but it is going to strain their resources.
While I agree with Senator Logan that I think we should increase
this line item--and I am happy to stand here and publicly say
that--I think that because we have only 90 percent of the water
in the glass, we should not hold up the glass for the 10 percent.

I think that we are going to stress these financial institutions.
I think that, particularly, some of these private institutions, given
what has happened to their foundations, are going to be overly
stressed, and I have no confidence--totally out of my hands and
out of Senator Logan's hands--I have no confidence that we are
going to bring any resolution to this budget. I keep hearing that
we are $1 billion apart. I hear we are $600 million apart. I hear
that this person does not participate, and I hear that that person
does. It is amazing. I do not understand. I watched the confer-
ence committee on TV, and I thought it was awful. It looked like
February. It looked like the budget process in February.

So I do not see any progress. I do not see us making any
movement, and I am very, very concerned. And while, yes, I
agree with Senator Logan that we have moved beyond the indi-
vidual students' crisis, we are in a crisis for the colleges, and this
crisis, for the private colleges, is going to be, I think, very, very
critical in a month or 2 months. So for that reason, Mr. President,
I ask for an affirmative vote.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Logan.

Senator LOGAN. Mr. President, not to belabor the point, I
completely agree with Senator Tomlinson, and I also have my
concerns. My immediate concern was kids not being able to at-
tend school because the school would not be able to front or
credit the grant. That is not the case today. It might be the case
in 3 or 4 months, but it is not the case today. That should give us
the impetus to get out of this room and stop with the other line
items, the overrides, and get to work. But my real concern
is--and I have only been here 9 years--my real concern is if this
veto override is successful here, and then it is successful in the
House, the students of Pennsylvania are stuck with $386 million,
and we can do better. We have to do better. That is my concern.

I know it might not be any of us, Mr. President, but if this
veto override is successful here and successful in the House of

Representatives, some bureaucrat that works for you, works for
me, works for Senator Mellow, works for Senator Costa, some
bureaucrat is going to check it off the list. All right, PHEAA is
done, $386 million. Let us turn the page. We can move on to
something else. That is going to happen. Everybody in the room
knows it is going to happen. We keep talking about a $1 billion
deficit. That is going to happen. So we are going to shortchange
our Pennsylvania students. We can do better, and that is my con-
cern, Mr. President.

So with that said, I urge all of the Members of the Senate to
vote "no" on the override. Thank you, Mr. President.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Dauphin, Senator Piccola.

Senator PICCOLA. Mr. President, I rise to support the motion
made by Senator Tomlinson to override the Governor's veto and
to pass this appropriation, the Governor's veto notwithstanding.
I have heard the remarks from Senator Tomlinson and from Sen-
ator Logan, and there is a lot that I can agree with from both of
the gentlemen. However, I would like to address my remarks not
only to the men and women here in the Senate Chamber, but as
Senator Tomlinson referenced, to the hostages, the new hostages
who are out there. They are 172,000 in number. Fewer than
100,000 State employees, but now we have 172,000 Pennsylva-
nia residents who are eligible to receive PHEAA grants but will
not receive them because the Governor has completely elimi-
nated that line item from Senate Bill No. 850.

In reality, there are more than 172,000 hostages, because each
one of those Pennsylvania residents eligible to receive PHEAA
grants during the current fiscal year has a family. In reality, it is
those families who are the hostages, because they tend to be
lower- and middle-class working families who strive very hard
to send their sons and daughters to college, and we are just com-
plicating what is already a very daunting and difficult task that
they face as each school year approaches. Anyone who has filled
out PHEAA applications, and eligibility applications, and finan-
cial statements, and gone through that whole process, knows that
even under the best of times, those obstacles and difficulties are
very, very monumental.

Now, what are we talking about in terms of dollars? We are
talking about Senate Bill No. 850, which contained an appropria-
tion of $386 million, versus what the Governor recommended,
about $407 million, and the mathematicians tell me that repre-
sents slightly more than a 5-percent reduction. Now, we can, as
Senator Tomlinson indicated, with a supplemental budget or
some additional appropriation, as we progress toward a final
resolution of this stalemate, increase that $386 million. It has
happened in the past, and it will happen in the future. These
things happen every time we have these kinds of impasses.

I will not bore you with the history of that. But let us assume,
for the moment, the worst case scenario, because in this kind of
an economy, in this kind of economic circumstance, a 5-percent
reduction is not all that bad. Many Pennsylvanians would like to
be able to just cut back by 5 percent. Unfortunately, because of
the economic circumstances they may find themselves in, they
will have to cut back a lot more.

But let us assume for the moment the worst-case scenario, that
you are going to have to receive a slightly lower amount in a
PHEAA grant. What does that represent? Between Senate Bill
No. 850, which we are proposing to override today, and the Gov-
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ernor's proposal of $407 million, the average grant award would
be reduced by $174. One hundred and seventy-four dollars.

So, really, what we are talking about--now, the average grant
is about $2,550. For each of you hostages out there, you are go-
ing to get $174 more if we sit and wait, whenever, to get what-
ever the Governor is proposing. That is assuming you can get
there. That is assuming you can get there. I do not know if you
can or you cannot. Maybe you can, maybe you cannot. It would
be nice to get there. But why not give an ounce of preventative
medicine today, override this veto, and get those PHEAA grant
checks out there to the students and to the colleges that they are
attending, and eliminate 172,000--probably four times that
many--hostages who are out there?

The good Lord knows that this budget impasse has created
thousands and thousands of other hostages. They are still there,
and they are going to be there next week and the week after that
and into September. And that is what the Governor, by his own
admission, has said he wants, hostages. He wants a crisis. He
wants leverage. That is his word, "leverage." I use "hostages"
and "crisis." But that is what he wants.

So I suggest, Mr. President, that today, we take those 172,000
hostages and set them free. Let my people go. We let the State
employees go a couple of weeks ago. Let us let the PHEAA
grant students go and override the Governor's veto on this partic-
ular line item. These kids do not deserve to be held hostage in
this crisis that we have today.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Chester, Senator Dinniman.
Senator DINNIMAN. Mr. President, with all due respect to

my colleague, let my people go? Charlton Heston, Senator
Piccola? But in all seriousness, you know, the problem here is if
we are going to let people go, let us get this budget done and let
all the people go, because all that is going to happen is one set of
hostages gets replaced by a new set of hostages.

First, it was the State employees. Now it is the people who are
in daycare or the people who are receiving the PHEAA grants.
But you know, everyone in Pennsylvania is a hostage, and if we
are going to let our people go, then let us, together, together,
now, if necessary--it is 3:50 on a Wednesday afternoon--let us
stay in Session until this gets completed, and let us finally re-
solve it, because we cannot keep replacing one set of hostages
for the next set of hostages.

If you really are concerned about higher education, let me
suggest that you not only take care of the students who are re-
ceiving the PHEAA grants, but you finally fund higher educa-
tion. Give the money to the SSHE schools, give the appropria-
tions to the State-related universities, because if any--you know,
speakers have come up and have said, well, these schools might
be in danger. They are in danger not just because they are not
receiving the PHEAA grant. They are in danger because they are
not receiving their State appropriation, period.

So we take care of PHEAA. What about the hostages in the
libraries? I do not see that listed on here. What about the millions
of students who go to the public and private schools of Pennsyl-
vania? They are being held hostage because they are not receiv-
ing their money. I do not see that listed on here. What about the
private schools? What about parochial school students who are
going to receive tremendously less money for books and instruc-
tional equipment under Senate Bill No. 850? They are hostages,

too. So if we are really concerned about the hostages in educa-
tion, let us really let our people go. Let us let all our people go.

Now, let me say, in fact, in deference to all of the speakers, I
hope that we can fund every single PHEAA grant, but at this
moment, the PHEAA students, the students receiving PHEAA
grants, are in better shape than most of the rest of Pennsylvania,
because every university I am familiar with, every university that
I have called and asked, is accepting the promise of a PHEAA
grant in terms of the students' enrollment for this semester. No
student is being denied admission to a course, to a program,
based on the fact that they cannot produce the money from the
PHEAA grant. These institutions assume there will be a budget.
These institutions understand they are going to get their money.

Now, there are many other places--both listed on here and not
listed on here--where there is not that assurance. Also, and Sena-
tor Logan tried to present to us, that $25 million less in PHEAA
money under Senate Bill No. 850 is a pretty serious problem.
The cost of higher education increases, the economy is in sham-
bles, and people need to pay these costs, and at this stage, at this
very moment, we are talking about reducing the PHEAA grants
under Senate Bill No. 850?

It seems to me, if we really care about these students, it is
more important to make sure that there is more money in
PHEAA in the months and years ahead than it is to worry about
a student not being admitted to a college today because he does
not have the PHEAA grant. The student will be in college, no
student is being kept out, and eventually, by working together,
we will not only take care of these students but, ultimately, will
work together, if we decide to do so, and hopefully we will, so
that all the people in Pennsylvania can go. So I cannot vote, as
Senator Logan has said, we cannot vote to override the Gover-
nor's veto knowing the result is going to be $25 million less for
PHEAA students in this coming year.

Mr. President, thank you for the opportunity to speak. I think
Senator Logan has stated it well. I have deep respect for Senator
Tomlinson, and I know -- my final remark is this: listen, all of us
in this Chamber are good and decent people, and I know how
much Senator Tomlinson and Senator Piccola care about the
young people in Pennsylvania. We all do, but especially those
two gentlemen who have just spoken. They deeply care about
young people.

But the question for us is, do you override the Governor's
veto, get immediate PHEAA grants--when all the colleges have
said they would accept them already--at the cost of 25 million
fewer dollars for this coming year? I want to make sure, in the
coming year, that every single student will have an opportunity
to attend a university or a college in this Commonwealth.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. Without objection, the Chair recognizes

Senator Tomlinson.
Senator TOMLINSON. Mr. President, I would like to reem-

phasize that we do supplemental budgets here all the time. I
agree with my colleague from Chester County. He knows how
important higher education is to me, and Senator Logan knows
how important PHEAA is to me, and because it is such a small
part of the budget, that is why I thought maybe we could come
to an agreement on it. It is not a big piece of the budget. It is
something we could do. Certainly, we could push for a supple-
mental appropriation. Certainly, we could make up that money
in a later appropriation. But I just, myself, last week, seeing how
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the families were struggling, seeing how the schools were strug-
gling, want to try to help these people. I want to try to do some-
thing for them.

These colleges do not want to get in the middle of this fight
with the Governor and the legislature. They do not want to get in
the middle of this budget fight. They are not going to stand up
and say, hey, we cannot do this, or we are stressed. We want to
leave them out of that. Leave the budget fight to us. We should
have left them out of it. Help the people, help those students,
help those higher education institutions now, and get them out of
harm's way. Do not let them be dragged through this budget bat-
tle, because, as I said earlier, I am a little concerned that I do not
see any light at the end of the tunnel. I do not see anything com-
ing together, and I just wanted to try to help the kids and the
families and the higher education institutions.

Senator Dinniman has my support for increasing that PHEAA
line item in a supplemental budget if we can pass this, and if we
cannot, I would certainly fight for that because, as Senator Logan
said earlier, PHEAA is a great story. It is a great success story
here in Pennsylvania. One hundred and seventy-two thousand
children are going to school because of PHEAA, and they would
not otherwise be doing that. It is a great history that we have
here, and we have come together in a bipartisan way to do that.
That is why I wanted to do this. I did not want to do this to try to
insert myself into the battle. I wanted to try to extract myself
from the battle.

So thank you very much for your comments, Senator
Dinniman and Senator Logan, but I still ask that we try to push
this forward. I ask for an affirmative vote.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Berks, Senator O'Pake.

Senator O'PAKE. Mr. President, let us not miss the real point
here today. Here we are, as the Majority Leader just admitted, 50
days late in doing the job we were elected to do. But instead of
taking action on a fair, complete, responsible, and balanced final
budget resolution, what we are seeing today on this motion and
the others that are going to be offered from the Majority party in
this Senate is a piecemeal budget charade of picking temporary
winners and losers. It is just another day of politics as usual,
another day of posturing, another day of grandstanding, another
day that will just further delay a final compromise, which we
must reach on a completed balanced State budget.

A House and Senate budget conference committee was ap-
pointed by the House and the Senate 24 days ago to negotiate a
compromise. Where is the compromise? Where is the final bud-
get? The conferees need to get back to work right now, and work
together every day until they reach agreement on a full balanced
budget for this House and Senate to vote on.

Mr. President, let us stop the politics. We all know that is
what today is all about. We need to stand up for all of our citi-
zens, not just for the line items that are going to be voted today,
the few people represented there. We need to get to work seri-
ously for the common good, and the common good demands that
all sides put politics and ideology on the shelf, step down off the
soap box, and get to work on a responsible, final, complete, fair,
and balanced compromise.

The interest of Pennsylvania's children was mentioned, and I
am sure it will be mentioned later on the various selective items
that they will try to override. Let me quote from an e-mail that I
got today from an organization called Protect Our Children. They

are people from 25 child concern agencies, from the Lutheran
Advocacy Ministry; the Luzerne County Department of Human
Services; the Maternity Care Coalition; the National Association
of Social Workers, Pennsylvania Chapter; the Network of Victim
Assistance; the Pennsylvania Network of Children's Advocacy
Centers; the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence;
the Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape; the Pennsylvania
Council of Churches.

I could go on and on, but this is what is significant. They said,
and I think all of you got a copy: An immediate resolution to the
outstanding 2009-10 budget is urgently needed. Such resolution
must evolve, however, from a bipartisan negotiated budget ver-
sus a continued recycling of Senate Bill No. 850, a bill that in-
cluded a $10 million reduction for child welfare services, as well
as other significant reductions to services linked to keeping chil-
dren safe and families strong.

Here is the bottom line, and this I am quoting from them:
Acting on an override of Senate Bill No. 850 appears certain
only to delay securing a final budget. Mr. President, that says it
all. We should not be delaying with these piecemeal tactics that
pick temporary winners and losers. We have to recognize our
responsibility to all the citizens of Pennsylvania and get serious
about our responsibilities. The entire Commonwealth is watch-
ing.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Schuylkill, Senator Argall.

Senator ARGALL. Mr. President, in public policy, we always
have at least two options: We can stand by and do nothing, or we
can seek to resolve the problem.

On August 5, this Governor created a new problem, 36 days
after our budget deadline. Despite the fact that bipartisan majori-
ties in this Senate and over in the House of Representatives had
told him that we believe that now, in the midst of this terrible
recession--the worst in most of our lifetimes--that now is the
worst possible time to raise the personal income tax, a tax which
is levied not just on millions of Pennsylvanians, but on many of
our small businesses as well, the Governor disagrees, and he has
told us that he wants to raise our taxes, and he is willing to use
any political weapon in his arsenal to get his way. That is why
we are here today. The Governor is essentially saying that he
knows better than all of our constituents who reach out and tell
us that they want us to hold the line on taxes. He wants to ob-
tain--and we have heard it several times here--political leverage,
I believe, was his direct quote.

On August 5, he vetoed the appropriation agreed to by the
House and the Senate for education assistance grants for our
college students, as well as a host of other worthy programs. It
is a very destructive political game. Some of you may recall, as
I do, that the last time he unleashed this political strategy, in
2003, our schoolchildren went until December without funding,
6 months beyond the deadline. That is not a model any of us
should ever, ever want to repeat. But that is exactly what this
Governor, in his final 17 months, is attempting to do.

I do not believe that it is at all appropriate that this Governor
has attempted to, first, utilize our State Parks, then tens of thou-
sands of our State employees, as hostages. Now, and we have
heard it before, he has taken our preschool children, our public
school students, our public libraries, our college students, and
people in everyday need who depend on services through our
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counties--he has taken them as hostages in order to blackmail us
into raising the income tax and a host of other taxes.

On May 6, 55 days before the budget deadline, this Senate
appropriated $386 million for PHEAA grants, and yet here we
are, 50 days beyond the budget deadline, one of only two States
in the nation to fail to pass a budget, and our college students
have not received $1 from our State government, despite the fact
that every Member of this Senate and every Member of the
House knows that that funding is available for their use. At least,
it was available before the Governor got out his veto pen.

As I noted when I began today, we have really two choices.
We can override the Governor's power play, his line-item veto
for education assistance grants for our students, or we can sit by
and do nothing. Despite all of the attempted political spin on this
issue by the Governor, our choice is really very simple: Do we
do nothing, or do we resolve the problem? Do we appropriate
$386 million for the purpose of higher education, or do we agree
with the Governor and allow these college students to be held as
hostages, give them zero dollars, and allow the Governor to con-
tinue his efforts to raise the personal income tax and a host of
other taxes?

There are two college students in my home. One is a junior,
one is a freshman. I do not believe that my son should be held as
a hostage. I do not believe that my daughter should be held as a
hostage. I do not believe that any of our 172,000 college students
and their parents should be held as hostages by this Governor for
1 more day. That is a very simple choice for me. The people of
the six counties that I represent have told me, in very specific
terms, not to raise taxes.

I encourage all Members of this Senate to vote to override the
Governor's veto today, and provide very immediate help for our
young people.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman

from Northampton, Senator Boscola.
Senator BOSCOLA. Mr. President, I want to state for the

record two things. Number one, I want to talk a little bit about
the line-item vetoes and overrides, not only on PHEAA, but a
couple of other programs, and then state for the record that I am
a Democrat. I do appreciate that my party is a huge, big tent, and
today, I am getting up to express maybe a different view, but at
least my colleagues appreciate what I have to say, even though
they might not agree with it.

Over the last few weeks, I have heard from every social pro-
gram in the State, practically every one of them that has been
blue-lined by the Governor, and most of them are literally starv-
ing on the vine, mostly daycare providers, rape crisis centers, and
food banks throughout my district. All of them had their funding
eliminated by the Governor's line-item veto. So their line items
were not flat-lined. They did not get cut by 10 percent or 5 per-
cent or reduced somewhat. Their entire line item in the State's
General Fund was struck down with one huge blue pen and re-
placed with a big, fat zero. The Governor did not have to do this.
He had choices to make. In 1993, I remember, when we had a
budget impasse, he only held up the ESBE formula in education
to get this process moving forward.

This line-item veto that we are talking about today has major
implications down the road for real people. The social service
agencies that we are talking about, these are men and women
from back home whom I have worked with for years and years

while I have been in the State legislature, in times of budget sur-
pluses and in times when State funding was really tight. They
will be the first to admit that there is never enough money avail-
able to meet the demand for their services. But being the caring
professionals that they are--and I am proud of every one of
them--they always manage to do the best they can with what we
give them, especially our drug and alcohol services, our domestic
violence shelters, and our daycare centers, where the waiting list
is long and there are never enough slots or spaces available to
serve everyone in need.

That is especially true in bad economic times like we have
today. These groups knew going into this fiscal year that our
economy is in very dire straits. I mean, a $3.2 billion deficit is
pretty hard to hide. It is like that 800-pound gorilla that was sup-
posed to go away 7 weeks ago, but no one can figure out how to
get rid of it. Now, these programs did expect to get cut some-
what, and no one who works for any of these 11 or 12 social
agencies expected us to pull a billion dollars out of the hat--or
out of the air, for that matter--and fund each and every one of
these programs to the fullest extent possible.

They knew cuts were probable, and reduced funding was all
but guaranteed, given the drop in revenues that our Treasury
experienced. So they made provisions to deal the best that they
could with whatever funding was going to come down from the
State. They would have to make do for now and hope that we
could make it up later when the economy recovers. But, Mr.
President, they never expected this kind of game. They never
expected to not get any funding whatsoever. They expected cuts,
but they did not expect to be blue-lined and totally zeroed out
altogether.

So now these agencies are taking out bank loans to meet pay-
roll, and they are turning clients away and laying off workers.
And this is the point. They are all asking me one simple direct
question, and this is where my frustration lies today. They ask,
Lisa, what are you going to do to restore our funding--because I
am their Senator--what are you going to do to restore funding for
veterans, and for people suffering from mental retardation, and
for daycare centers who today, right now, whose parents are
making a decision whether they are going to go back to work or
not, or even worse, leave their kids home alone? They say, Lisa,
what are you going to do to restore State funding for domestic
violence, rape victims, and the homeless?

Now, these agencies and those who run them did not cause
the State's budget deficit, and they do not deserve to suffer be-
cause of the games that are being played in Harrisburg right now.
And I am going to tell you--Republicans, you are not going to
like this either--this is not just Democrats playing games and
Republicans playing games. We are both playing games, and
then we have the Governor doing it as well.

So today I make a decision. I am looking beyond the game. I
am putting the people ahead of politics, because that is the only
thing I can do right now, the only way I can restore funding to
these agencies that need it right now. For the people who did not
deserve to be zero-funded, I have to vote today to override some
of the Governor's line-item vetoes. I am not on the conference
committee, and I am not the Governor. My only voice is my
vote. To my colleagues today, the only voice I have is my vote
today. I am not going to sit back and posture, pontificate, and
point blame everywhere else but where we stand, today, at this
very moment. Today, I draw the line, differentiating myself from
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some of the people who want to continue this game at the sake
of other people's livelihoods and decisions that they are making.

It may be analogized this way: When someone is drowning,
Mr. President, you do not tell them to hang on until they find a
bigger life preserver. You do not tell a drowning man to wait
until he can be rescued in a yacht. You throw him a lifeline, you
pull him into a leaky rowboat if you have to, and you get him
safely to shore. And that is what I am going to vote for today, a
lifeline to PHEAA grants, daycare centers, veterans groups, and
rape crisis centers. I am not going to sit and argue about who
started it. I just want to get back to the job that we have to do,
because today's vote represents the quickest way to get these
funds to some of the people who need them.

Veterans pay their taxes, so why should they not have pro-
grams that benefit them? Working parents pay their taxes, so
why should kids have difficulty getting their PHEAA loans, es-
pecially in schools that are more private? By the way, these are
middle-class families who do not benefit from many social pro-
grams out there, but the one program they do rely on is PHEAA,
to get their kids to school.

So this bridge budget we have now is leading only to chaos,
crisis, and uncertainty for millions of Pennsylvania taxpayers,
and what is disappointing about this is that it has created chaos.
It did not have to be this way. There are individuals on both sides
of the aisle—and there is a Governor involved who chose to
blue-line certain areas--who chose not to sit down and negotiate,
not to give the people the money they deserve. Bridge budget.
There are a lot of angry people out there right now who would
like to throw us all off a bridge, and I cannot blame them. That
is why they hate politics, why they grow cynical of us, and why
they do not trust us. And that goes for all of us, Democrats and
Republicans. No one is looking like a saint right now, far from
it.

The only thing can I do, the only option I have today, is to go
back home and tell the people I represent that I had a chance to
restore their funding. I did not let politics get in the way. I did
not make excuses or worry about my ego or legacy or even my
next election. At least I can tell them I did the right thing. I gave
them that lifeline that they need. So I am asking everybody in
this Chamber, both sides of the aisle, to put these petty games
and charades aside.

Today, I am voting to restore funding to help those families
and organizations that are being held hostage politically. I am
voting to restore their funding, period, putting people before the
politics. This is not a vote to support the Republican agenda to-
day, even though I am a Democrat. It is that this is the only vote
I have today to end this game that is being played. I will not pick
a side right now, and in the future, any new votes that come up
from this day forward will not be political on my part. If it is a
good idea, I am going to vote for it, Democrat or Republican.

I am hoping, I am hoping that--probably the Governor is lis-
tening today and colleagues on both sides of the aisle. I know
that there are others who feel the same way I do, and I just want
my voice to be heard by the leaders on both sides of the aisle
who are making this decision to move forward with this budget
impasse. We are impacting people who have real needs and are
being hurt right now. So let us get moving. Do not blame each
other, because both sides are playing the game a little bit. Let us
move forward and put the people first. They demand to be put
first, and they deserve to be put first.

Thank you, Mr. President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator TOMLINSON
and were as follows, viz:

YEA-30

Alloway Eichelberger Pileggi Vogel
Argall Erickson Pippy Ward
Baker Folmer Rafferty Waugh
Boscola Gordner Robbins White, Donald
Browne Greenleaf Scarnati White, Mary Jo
Brubaker McIlhinney Smucker Yaw
Corman One Tomlinson
Earll Piccola Vance

NAY- 19

Costa Hughes Mellow Tartaglione
Dinniman Kasunic Musto Washington
Farnese Kitchen O'Pake Williams
Ferlo Leach Stack Wozniak
Fontana Logan Stout

Less than a constitutional two-thirds majority of all the Sena-
tors having voted "aye," the question was determined in the neg-
ative.

And the question recurring,
Shall the Senate reconsider and agree to pass the bill, the ob-

jections of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Erickson.

Senator ERICKSON. Mr. President, I move that, pursuant to
Article IV, Sections 15 and 16, of the Constitution of Pennsylva-
nia, the Senate proceed with its reconsideration of the following
item, namely:

The appropriation to the Department of Public Welfare in
Section 219 on page 100:

For Community Mental Retardation base program services,
exclusive of capital improvements, which shall include grants to
counties for noninstitutional programs
Stateappropriation ....................... $158,353,000.

And agree to re-pass the same, the objections of the Governor
to the contrary notwithstanding.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Erickson moves that, pursuant to
Article IV, Sections 15 and 16, of the Constitution of Pennsylva-
nia, the Senate proceed with its reconsideration of the following
item, namely:

The appropriation to the Department of Public Welfare in
Section 219 on page 100:

For Community Mental Retardation base program services, exclu-
sive of capital improvements, which shall include grants to counties for
noninstitutional programs

Stateappropriation ....................... $158,353,000.

And agree to re-pass the same, the objections of the Governor
to the contrary notwithstanding.
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On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Erickson.

Senator ERICKSON. Mr. President, a number of years ago,
I was serving as a member of the Delaware County Council. We
were formulating the annual budget, which included funding for
the mental retardation system. As we worked our way through
the process, we were visited by a considerable number of people
from the mental retardation community who impressed on us the
need to provided adequate support for services for people in their
system.

They made a powerful case for this support by simply point-
ing out that many of the people being served needed help that, as
individuals, they could not provide for themselves. Furthermore,
some of the people had no family members to help them, or if
they did, the family members could not afford the cost of the
services or could not physically provide those services. They
were left with no recourse but to turn to government. The need
to provide services has not diminished over the years. In fact, if
anything, it has increased, as family caregivers age and are un-
able to provide this so desperately needed care.

The Community Mental Retardation Base Program funding
provides and supports coordination, family aid, family education
training, recreational therapy and recreational leisure time activi-
ties, vocational therapy, dental hygienics, employment training,
and home modifications. All of these services are necessary to
maintain and improve the quality of life for those impacted indi-
viduals.

I recognize that the proposed action today to override the
Governor's veto does not lead to a complete budget, nor does it
provide the full measure of funding that I personally would like
to see in the Community Mental Retardation Base Program bud-
get, but it would restore over $158 million to the program and
would allow the program to proceed unhindered. This amount is
within 2 percent of what the Governor proposed. We never
viewed Senate Bill No. 850 as a final product. We have indi-
cated, time and again, willingness to continue to look at the
spending levels and perhaps increase them, as you have heard
here on a couple of other occasions today.

We are dealing with some of the most vulnerable people in
our society. As I previously indicated, many of these folks find
it difficult or impossible to help themselves. We must take an
action to help these people. The removal of all the funds from
this line item in the budget, as the Governor has done, is reck-
less, ill-advised, irresponsible, and mean-spirited. If we cannot
help these deserving people, we should be ashamed of ourselves.

One of the primary functions of government is to provide
support to people who cannot fend for themselves. If we do not
do this, we have failed. A vote against the restoration of funding
for the Community Mental Retardation Base Program will cause
people who are dependent on this source of funding to become
isolated. We must provide funding for these services.

I have here, Mr. President, letters that the Delaware County
Human Services Department is going to send out to its providers.
They are concerned because they now have to begin to defer
payments, and I want to read, in part, this letter: (Reading)

Because we care about the people it affects and are deeply con-
cerned about the impact on them, their families, and the workers who
provide their services, we have held off this action- -that is the defer-
ring of payments --hoping that the Governor would pass the legislation
he has vetoed. This has not occurred.

I also call to your attention, Mr. President, from an article
which appeared on August 12 in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, a
reference that was made by Butler County Commissioner James
Kennedy, who said, "...a total collapse of the human ser-
vice...delivery system appears to be imminent."

For these reasons, Mr. President, I urge a "yes" vote on this
motion. Thank you.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.

Senator MELLOW. Mr. President, even though we are not
mean-spirited on this side of the aisle, we would accept the same
roll call.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lancaster, Senator Smucker.

Senator SMUCKER. Mr. President, as someone not far re-
moved from running a private business, I am very sympathetic
to the problems being experienced by program providers trying
to keep their doors open. The bad economy has made it tough for
those who provide services and for those who pay for the ser-
vices. To compound the difficulty by cutting off State funding is
unnecessary, unfair, and unwise.

Governor Rendell seems to think it is simply a matter of turn-
ing the lights off when money runs out, and then turning them
back on when funding is restored. He is right about the lights
going off in a lot of places in the days ahead if funding is not
restored very soon, but he is very wrong if he expects that every-
one will open up again. Some people who survived the budget
impasse of 2003 are not going to make it through this time unless
State funding shows up soon.

One reason is the troubled economy. The easy lines of credit
that carried people through in years past are just not there now,
and for people who can access credit, there is a reluctance to get
overextended. It is hard to fault anyone who does not want to
bank on State government coming through eventually, because
the difficulty of dealing with the record budget deficit is there for
all to see.

Another concern is that life does not go on hold for people
using the services. If a shutdown occurs, they are forced to make
other arrangements or to find other placements. Once that hap-
pens, they are not all coming back to the original providers. It is
impossible for people back home to see any sense in State gov-
ernment trying to improve services by sacrificing service provid-
ers. They cannot see any sense because there is none, practically
or economically.

As much as we would like to deliver a complete and responsi-
ble State budget today, there is still disagreement over what con-
stitutes the most responsible approach. The best we can do today,
then, is to make sure that some of our most vulnerable citizens
and some of our most crucial service providers do not become
casualties of the budget deadlock. By voting to restore funding
today, we prevent the probability of serious holes being ripped
in the safety net.

Thank you, Mr. President.
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And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas.and nays were required by Senator ERICKSON and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-30

Alloway Eichelberger Pileggi Vogel
Argall Erickson Pippy Ward
Baker Folmer Rafferty Waugh
Boscola Gordner Robbins White, Donald
Browne Greenleaf Scarnati White, Mary Jo
Brubaker McIlhinney Smucker Yaw
Corman One Tomlinson
Earll Piccola Vance

NAY-19

Costa Hughes Mellow Tartaglione
Dinniman Kasunic Musto Washington
Farnese Kitchen O'Pake Williams
Ferlo Leach Stack Wozniak
Fontana Logan Stout

Less than a constitutional two-thirds majority of all the Sena-
tors having voted "aye," the question was determined in the neg-
ative.

POINT OF ORDER

Senator FERLO. Mr. President, I rise to a point of order.
The PRESIDENT. The gentleman from Allegheny, Senator

Ferlo, will state it.
Senator FERLO. Mr. President, I got up at 5 a.m. to drive here

because this is an important issue, but I am confused about these
continued budget shenanigans by the aisle opposite. How long is
this charade going to go on?

The PRESIDENT. The Senator needs to state a point of order.
Senator FERLO. That is my point of order. What is the next

proceeding? Are we going to go systemically down each one of
these nonsensical actions?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will entertain any motion, but
up until now, there has not been a motion, so there is no point of
order to be taken.

Senator FERLO. Okay, thank you, Mr. President.

And the question recurring,
Shall the Senate reconsider and agree to pass the bill, the ob-

jections of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Allegheny, Senator Orie.

Senator ORIE. Mr. President, on behalf of Senator Greenleaf,
Senator Rafferty, and myself, I move that, pursuant to Article IV,
Sections 15 and 16, of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, the Sen-
ate proceed with its reconsideration of the following items,
namely:

The appropriation to the Department of Public Welfare in
Section 219 on pages 106 and 107:

For domestic violence programs
StateAppropriation ......................... $12,487,000.

For rape crisis programs
StateAppropriation ......................... $7,146,000.

And agree to re-pass the same, the objections of the Governor
to the contrary notwithstanding.

The PRESIDENT. Senator One moves that, pursuant to Arti-
cle IV, Sections 15 and 16, of the Constitution of Pennsylvania,
the Senate proceed with its reconsideration of the following
items, namely:

The appropriation to the Department of Public Welfare in
Section 219 on pages 106 and 107:

For domestic violence programs
StateAppropriation ........................ $12,487,000.

For rape crisis programs
StateAppropriation ......................... $7,146,000.

And agree to re-pass the same, the objections of the Governor
to the contrary notwithstanding.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Allegheny, Senator Orie.

Senator ORIE. Mr. President, I am honored to join two former
prosecutors, Senator Greenleaf and Senator Rafferty, in making
this motion.

As a former 10-year veteran prosecutor who specialized in
prosecuting sexual assaults and domestic violence cases, it is
incomprehensible, egregious, and, quite frankly, repugnant to see
this Governor, a former Philadelphia district attorney, veto fund-
ing for domestic violence programs and rape crisis programs,
when Senate Bill No. 850 and the. Governor's revised budget
proposal are identical levels of funding. The Governor
blue-lined--in essence vetoed--the entire appropriation, despite
the fact that there is no dispute as to the funding levels for do-
mestic violence or rape crisis programs.

As a former veteran prosecutor who witnessed firsthand the
horrific effects of child sexual assaults at the hands of sexually
violent predators, or violent rapes, or brutal, lethal incidents of
domestic violence, I asked myself, why would this Governor, a
former prosecutor, not fund identical line items from Senate Bill
No. 850 in his revised budget? There is only one explanation. It
is by holding these victims of rape, child abuse, and domestic
violence as human pawns, human hostages, he can create irrepa-
rable harm and crisis in our communities and across the Com-
monwealth to force a broad-based tax vote to justify his $1 bil-
lion to $1.5 billion in new spending.

This political maneuver on the backs of victims across the
Commonwealth is nothing short of incomprehensible. I say it is
incomprehensible because when you examine the Pennsylvania
State statistics surrounding the horrific crimes of sexual assaults,
rapes, and domestic violence, I believe you would want to do
everything humanly possible to insure that these victims receive
the vital and necessary services and intervention that they des-
perately need. Instead, this Governor, a former prosecutor, has
chosen to use the victims of sexual assault, domestic violence,
and rape as human shields for his political agenda, his political
legacy.



1254 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE AUGUST 19,

Let me provide you with an overview of Pennsylvania statis-
tics surrounding the crimes of sexual assault, rape, and domestic
violence. I use the term "statistics" loosely because what I am
really referring to are human beings, human lives, children and
adults across this Commonwealth. As a former prosecutor who
has tried hundreds of sexual assaults, rapes, and domestic vio-
lence cases, I can assure you that the impact of each victim's
devastation is something you never, ever forget. It leaves an
indelible mark on each and every prosecutor.

Let us examine the statistics on domestic violence in Pennsyl-
vania. In 2007, more than half of Pennsylvania's 67 counties
experienced lethal incidents of domestic violence. By the end of
2007, 95 victims of domestic violence perished. To put human
faces to these disturbing statistics, let me share with you a few
haunting details of some of these 2007 domestic violence cases.

In January of 2007, a 4-year-old girl called 911 as her mother
was being beaten to death with a claw hammer by her stepfather.
The little girl indicated to the 911 dispatcher, my parents are
dying. My daddy is hitting my mommy.

In February 2007, two young children strapped in the back
seat of a car outside a daycare center watched as their father shot
their mother through the car window and then committed suicide.

In August, a mother held her 11-month-old son as her boy-
friend, the boy's father, slashed her throat and stabbed her seven
times, repeatedly telling her to die. The mother survived the at-
tack. The father committed suicide 4 days later.

In early December, an 8-year-old boy watched as his stepfa-
ther beat and stabbed his mother's male friend who was staying
with them because the mother was fearful of her estranged hus-
band. The couple's three children also were in the home at the
time of the killing.

And just a week before Christmas, a terrified 7-year-old boy
hid in his room for 2 days after watching his father beat and
stomp his mother to death. The boy tried to intervene several
times to help his mother and pleaded with his father to stop. He
took cover under the kitchen table as his father first beat his
mother. Then, the father left the room and returned wearing
shoes so he could stomp her face and body as she laid uncon-
scious on the floor. When the couple's 18-year-old son returned
from a friend's house 2 days later, he discovered his mother's
body and his younger brother hiding in his room.

One of the most alarming Pennsylvania statistics surrounding
domestic violence is the following: An analysis of news reports
from the past 8 years reveals that on average, an adult or child
dies every 3 days in Pennsylvania as a result of domestic vio-
lence. Mr. President, I want to reiterate the statistic so that it
sticks with each and every Member when they make this vote in
regard to overriding this veto. An adult or child dies every 3 days
in Pennsylvania as a result of domestic violence.

Now I would like to share with you the Pennsylvania statistics
on sexual assault and rape. I would like to begin with the statis-
tics on children. In 2008, there were 3,832 incidents of sexual
assault. And by sexual assault, I mean rape, involuntary deviate
sexual intercourse, and statutory rape. Sexual injuries were 63
percent of the total injuries to children in Pennsylvania. And now
I would like to move forward to adults and the incidents of forc-
ible rape. One out of every 10 adult women, or about 490,000
adult women in Pennsylvania, have been victims of forcible rape
sometime in their lifetimes. The number of forcible rapes that

have occurred in Pennsylvania in 2008 is 3,440, a 1.6-percent
increase from 2007.

Again, I would like to share with my colleagues in the Senate
one of the most disturbing statistics surrounding rapes in Penn-
sylvania. On average, nine reported rapes occur each day, or one
report of rape every 2 hours and 40 minutes. Again, I would like
to reiterate the statistic for each and every Member as we vote to
override this veto. On average, nine reported rapes each day, or
one report of rape every 2 hours and 40 minutes across this Com-
monwealth.

When I say the actions of this Governor in vetoing the domes-
tic violence programs and rape crisis programs are egregious, I
mean that vital, necessary services will be denied to child victims
of sexual assault, adult victims of rape, and victims of domestic
violence. Please understand that there were 91,545 victims who
received services from the 52 local rape crisis centers in Pennsyl-
vania between June 2006 and July 2007. Last year, child sexual
assault victims received over 9,200 hours of service from rape
crisis centers. In addition, in regard to domestic violence cases,
there were 92,967 individuals who received services. Included in
that are 7,300 children and 80,000 victims of domestic violence.
If you look even further, 12,539 individuals, a third of them chil-
dren, were able to go to shelters to escape domestic violence.

Withholding vital and necessary funding is egregious and will
result in severe fiscal hardships for the 61 local domestic vio-
lence programs and the 52 local nonprofit rape crisis programs
covering all 67 counties. Beginning this Friday, this Friday, do-
mestic violence programs will begin shutting down, and each
week thereafter, more will close. During the last six budget im-
passes, an infamy only to this Governor, these programs have
been able to function because counties were still making pay-
ments. This year, there is a new precedent. Counties are not able
to continue to support programs, and they will have to close
down.

The Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape conducted a survey
of centers across the State. The majority of the centers, 84.4 per-
cent, received 41 percent or more of their sexual violence bud-
gets through the Commonwealth. Six centers receive more than
80 percent of their budgets through the Commonwealth. Over 67
of those centers that responded said they only have financial
resources to last through the end of September. With 47.1 per-
cent only having enough to go through mid-September, that
means two-thirds of the centers will not be able to provide ser-
vices after September 1, due to a 4-week turnaround time in the
process of requesting funding and receipt of those funds.

What I mean when I say that the actions of this Governor are
repugnant is that this Governor, a former prosecutor of one of the
largest counties in this State, is allowing victims to be
revictimized--victims of sexual assault, victims of rape and do-
mestic violence--by denying them necessary services, vital inter-
ventions, despite the fact that State funding line levels contained
in Senate Bill No. 850 and in his revised budget are identical.
The Governor, a former prosecutor, is callously and politically
manipulating the perfect storm that will be striking victims
across this Commonwealth. And when I say victims, I am refer-
ring also to the most vulnerable - our children in our communi-
ties. It is deplorable. It is nothing less than repugnant.

To end my remarks, I would like to speak about the unspeak-
able, about the true tragedies, the harsh realities, and the human
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harm that this Governor will be inflicting upon victims - adults
and children - across the Commonwealth. I refer to an August 9,
2009, Evening Sun article in which Terri Hamrick, the executive
director of Survivors, Inc., in Gettysburg, states the following.
She says that the image that she fears the most, the one that she
cannot get out of her head, is of being forced to shut the doors of
the nonprofit shelter, where she will have to turn away victims
of domestic violence and victims of sexual assault.

I think her quote aptly describes what we are going to be fac-
ing here in Pennsylvania. What has happened to the State work-
ers is tragic. But the people who are most vulnerable, and the
people's voices that you are not going to hear, are the ones who
are going to be harmed the most. It is almost a silent tragedy.
Earlier in my remarks, I referred to two tragic Pennsylvania sta-
tistics surrounding domestic violence, sexual assault, and rape,
and I believe these statistics reflect the imminent, harsh realities
of this Governor's decision to veto domestic violence programs
and rape crisis programs.

Let me reiterate these statistics. An adult or child dies every
3 days in Pennsylvania as a result of domestic violence. Pennsyl-
vania averages nine reported rapes each day, one reported rape
every 2 hours and 40 minutes. Let me put both of these tragic
statistics in human terms so you understand the human aspect of
the vote you will be making to override the Governor's veto.

Since the constitutional deadline of June 30, as of today, 50
days have expired under the budget impasse. In regard to domes-
tic violence, many services which will be closing down on Fri-
day, based on the aforementioned projections from the statistics
given, it is possible that 15 victims, adults and children, will have
been killed as a result of domestic violence. That number in-
creases each day, and it will increase each month as they go by.
In regard to rapes, based on the projected statistics, it is possible
that over 450 reported rapes have occurred over the past 50 days.
Again, this projection increases as each day goes by and as ser-
vices for rape crisis shut down.

I am imploring each and every one of my colleagues here in
this august body to put a human perspective to this vote and re-
store vital lifesaving services and interventions for programs of
domestic violence and rape crisis. Mr. President, this vote
crosses party lines. This vote crosses politics. This vote carries
tremendous impact to the victims of rape, sexual assault, and
domestic violence. This vote, in some instances, is a question of
life and death for victims across Pennsylvania. This vote is big-
ger than the Governor's political agenda. It is bigger than his
personal legacy. This vote is bigger than most of us can ever
comprehend.

There should be no debate, but overwhelming bipartisan sup-
port to provide domestic violence programs and rape crisis pro-
grams the funding they desperately need to provide the safety net
for our most vulnerable. No matter what anyone says here to-
day--and I am just going to predict that there may be some fool-
ish person to step up and say that this can be delayed, this is
something that we should put off--Mr. President, no one in this
Chamber has that luxury. No one in this Chamber can afford to
wait and delay funding these programs.

Mr. President, by not making an affirmative vote to fund rape
crisis programs, domestic violence programs, and override this
veto, in essence, you are putting victims across this Common-
wealth in great danger, great peril, great harm. There will be no
safety net in any of our communities. Mr. President, on this is-

sue, we cannot erase the human harm that will be caused by de-
laying or not overriding this line-item veto of rape crisis and
domestic violence. I implore my colleagues not to revictimize the
victims of Pennsylvania. There are no tomorrows after Friday.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Montgomery, Senator Leach.
Senator LEACH. Mr. President, I was not going to speak on

this particular motion, but I feel compelled to speak, after my
colleague from Allegheny County made her remarks. My col-
league from Allegheny County made some compelling remarks
on the consequences of the scourge of domestic violence, and I
do not think anyone would disagree with those comments. I do
think--and I say this more broadly than to just those com-
ments--it is important, when we have these debates and when we
have public policy debates generally, both in Pennsylvania and
across the nation, to resist the temptation toward demagoguery.

The fact is that the Governor does not oppose domestic vio-
lence programs. The Governor--I think, as noted as a former
prosecutor--the Governor has put more money into fighting do-
mestic violence than has ever been spent before in Pennsylvania.
The Governor has been a visionary and a crusader for fighting
domestic violence. The Governor would happily sign a budget
which contains every penny of domestic violence money that the
gentlewoman from Allegheny County was talking about and
more. So this is not about anyone not believing in the dangers
and the harms of domestic violence.

You know, you could just as easily say--and I am not saying,
because I think it would be demagogic to do so--but one could
construct an argument that by failing to pass the Governor's bud-
get, you are stopping the funding for domestic violence, that you
are putting women at risk, because this money was in the Gover-
nor's budget proposal not today, not yesterday, but back, I be-
lieve, in February. We certainly could have passed that by June
30.

Now, I do not say that by failing to vote for the Governor's
budget, someone opposes domestic violence protection or is
insensitive or callous to the harm that domestic violence causes
to people, and women, in particular, in this Commonwealth. I
know that is not what is motivating people to oppose the Gover-
nor's budget. I know that there may be sincere differences of
opinion on a whole variety of issues having nothing to do with
domestic violence.

But one could construct an argument that by failing to pass
the Governor's budget, we have delayed the day that women in
Pennsylvania get the domestic violence protection that they de-
serve. That argument, at least as a logical point, would be every
bit as valid as the argument that the Governor is somehow caus-
ing women not to have domestic violence protection by fighting
for crime prevention programs, by fighting for education, by
fighting for healthcare. We have a budget disagreement, and I
think it is important not to say--when we use terms like "repug-
nant," we are implying that there is a motivation, a pro-domes-
tic-violence motivation, and I think that is really unfortunate, and
that is what compelled me to get up.

On a broader point, while I am here, I would say that I find it
ironic that some of my good friends on the other side of the aisle
are waxing eloquently about the importance of these social safety
net programs. My gosh, if we do not override the Governor's
veto, poor people are not going to get their money, and human



1256 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE AUGUST 19,

services will suffer. Of course, they are proposing dramatic cuts
in those programs from what the Governor originally proposed,
and because of the theology of not accepting any new revenue
for any new purpose from any source, those programs are all
going to be cut. But I hope they will remember, as we continue
this process, how eloquent they were today in talking about the
State's role in providing a safety net for people who are disad-
vantaged, for people who are in trouble, for people who are poor,
for people who are victims.

I would also note that when we talk about domestic violence
and crime, and apropos of what I just said, Senate Bill No. 850
cut $38 million from crime prevention programs, cut $10 million
from child welfare programs, and cut $7.7 million from proba-
tion and parole supervision over what was proposed. So again,
I think we have to be very careful when we get up and imply that
people somehow are insensitive to the needs of victims of crime.
I just wanted to clear the record on that.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Montgomery, Senator Greenleaf.
Senator GREENLEAF. Mr. President, this is actually the first

time that I have risen to speak on this budget issue. I felt com-
pelled to do so because I have been frustrated, as everybody in
this room has been frustrated, about the process, and I am sure
the residents of this great Commonwealth have been frustrated
by it. I would have liked to, and we have, in years past, passed
the budget in May, under a different administration, but we
passed them very early.

I have been here for quite a while, and I know that there are
compromises and accommodations that have to be made, not just
on what our pure philosophy or general philosophy would be, but
this is a very, very diverse State that has very diverse interests,
and probably the most difficult thing that we do during the year
is to divide up the moneys that we have available and decide who
gets them and how much we give them.

In order to come to a conclusion here, we have to be able to
make that compromise. The problem is, it just feels, sometimes,
that people are saying, it is our way or no way. That is not a good
approach. There have been proposals by the Senate--we have
passed a budget here--and we are waiting for other proposals to
be passed, and then we can deal with those and start to negotiate
and discuss those issues. Obviously, I and all of us urge that that
would happen.

I stand here today to speak about this particular issue because
it is an issue that is dear to my heart. I have been involved in --
almost the first day that I walked into this Chamber, I started to
talk about child molesters and predators and held hearings on it,
and we ultimately passed Megan's Law. I have been involved in
" No means no," the rape law. So we all passed it, and it is an
important and sensitive issue, and I guess this is a classic exam-
ple of, what can I do? I am frustrated. How do I resolve this?
There are only so many things I can do. I can cast my vote in the
way I want to cast it. I voted for a budget that was balanced, a
budget that we were willing to compromise on and negotiate.

Today, there is an item before us that I feel is important, ex-
tremely important, an item that will not unbalance the budget, an
item that deals with moneys that would go to very, very impor-
tant services. I can cast my vote on that, and I will. I will vote to
override the Governor's veto, because I know by doing that,

I will fund this agency. It may not solve all of the problems that
we are dealing with, but it will solve that issue, and maybe it will
break the deadlock.

I have a comparison of the budgets in front of me, the budget
that the Governor proposed, his revised budget of 2009-10 for
domestic violence and rape crisis, and I also have Senate Bill No.
850 as it was sent to the Governor. If you look under domestic
violence, it is funded at $12,487,000. That is the Governor's pro-
posal. And the Senate proposal was $12,487,000. For rape crisis,
the Governor's proposal was $7,146,000, and the Senate version
was the same, $7,146,000. I mean, I am not sure what we are
arguing about on this particular issue.

I have also been around long enough to know that we have, in
the last two decades, and probably longer than that, every year
we have had pretty much of a surplus and increased spending.
Sometimes, we have had surpluses of a half-billion dollars,
sometimes $1 billion in moneys over the year before that we
could spend. And our increases have been significant, sometimes
3 percent, 4 percent, usually, above the cost of living, as much as
a double-digit increase in one year, if I remember.

So I have asked staff to prepare for me--I thought that was
what the situation was--so I have a chart here for the last 20
years, and it starts at the budget year of 1987-88. At that time, it
was a little bit over $10 billion that we were spending. Our total
budget was $10 billion 20 years ago, and then it went up kind of
gradually. Then, we hit the 2001-02 and 2002-03 budget years,
and it all of a sudden went right across, no increase at all, a
flat-line increase. I think it was a relatively minor decrease. I
think it was by $29 million we decreased that budget, because it
was a bad year, a bad economic year. Then, we get into the next
years after that, in 2003-04, 2004-05, 2005-06, and 2006-07, and
it goes up dramatically. Before, it was going up gradually, and
then it hit that year, and it goes up like this.

So what we have here is a revenue estimate for this year,
$25.56 billion. That is our revenue estimate for this year that we
can spend, plus the $2 billion in Federal funds. It is a really sad
commentary when we say that we cannot balance our budget
with that kind of money. I mean, the State government is oblivi-
ous to what is happening outside in the private sector. People are
losing their jobs, they are on unemployment compensation, busi-
nesses are shutting down, and State government is just rolling
along right down that road, oblivious to anything that is happen-
ing outside of these walls. We cannot ignore that.

If we cannot curtail our spending in a recession year, the
worst recession year I have ever known in my life, then we can
never do it. If we can never do it, then we are in trouble, the peo-
ple of Pennsylvania are in trouble, and the businesses and the
people who pay taxes are in trouble if we cannot do it today. This
is what we are addressing here in this particular piece of legisla-
tion, and I think it is important for us to step back from all of this
and to do what we can. Today, what we can do is fund domestic
violence and rape crisis. I ask for a positive vote.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Philadelphia, Senator Washington.

Senator WASHINGTON. Mr. President, I would like to sub-
mit my remarks for the record, please.

The PRESIDENT. The remarks will be spread upon the re-
cord.
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(The following prepared remarks were made part of the re-
cord at the request of the gentlewoman from Philadelphia, Sena-
tor WASHINGTON:)

Mr. President, we gather today not in an effort to advance the bud-
get negotiation process, but for political gamesmanship and posturing.
While my colleagues maneuver for the cameras and for the media,
wasting time that could be dedicated to enacting a budget for the people
of this Commonwealth, people continue to suffer. I will not support a
piecemeal budget. If my Senate colleagues wish to show the people of
this Commonwealth that they are serious about advancing the budget
process, serious about finalizing a budget that is nearly 2 months past
its constitutionally mandated deadline, let us end today's games and
move back to the negotiating table.

I hope Pennsylvania voters are as outraged as I am at this spectacle
we call governing. We have a task to do here: crafting a spending plan
that is balanced fairly and meets the needs of the citizens of Pennsylva-
nia. Senate Bill No. 850 was never the solution. It was not the solution
when it was first introduced, and passing certain line items out of Sen-
ate Bill No. 850 is not the solution now. It is ridiculous that we are even
entertaining these veto overrides. Where does it get us? We still will not
have a balanced budget, there will still be Pennsylvanians suffering, and
there will still be a devastating loss of services across this State. Let us
stop all the political partisanship. This process should not be about
scoring political points. It should be about meeting the needs of all
Pennsylvanians. While it is important that childcare services and
childcare assistance be funded, as well as domestic violence and rape
crisis programs, it is also important that we insure that our hospitals are
funded, that we do not risk the possibility of turning away 10,000 kids
from CHIP, and that our libraries remain open. The only way to do that
is to pass a complete and balanced budget.

So, Mr. President, unless we are voting on a complete and balanced
budget that meets the needs of our citizens, my vote will be a resound-
ing "no."

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montgomery, Senator Rafferty.

Senator RAFFERTY. Mr. President, my colleagues, Senator
One and Senator Greenleaf, have spoken very eloquently and
have shared a number of statistics with the people of Pennsylva-
nia regarding the importance of this vote. I have heard comments
made that this is politically driven and involves political machi-
nations today on the floor with the exercise of overriding the
veto. I have heard the Executive stand in front of a group of peo-
ple and say that he blue-line vetoed items in Senate Bill No. 850,
giving them zero dollars, so he could supposedly get them addi-
tional dollars down the road. We have spoken on supplemental
bills that we have done throughout the years here in the Senate
of Pennsylvania, with our colleagues in the House, to fulfill those
budget requests and to fill in budget items as the year goes on.

Mr. President, in May, in May, Senate Bill No. 850 left this
Chamber. Just a few weeks ago, Senate Bill No. 850 was ap-
proved by the House of Representatives and sent to the Governor
with the exact same funding, the exact same funding in dollars
for domestic violence and rape crisis, the exact same dollars that
Governor Rendell requested in his budget. Yet for whatever rea-
son, those items were blue-line vetoed. Now, I have heard the
excuse that I blue-line vetoed some items to get you more
money. But I have not heard an excuse for this. I would like an
answer as to why he blue-line vetoed these two critical items
people rely on day in and day out, when in the section of the
State that I come from, there is one rape occurring every day.
These people need counseling. These people need the treatment
that they acquire and the assistance that they acquire from these
funding items, and they are not getting it because they were
blue-line vetoed by the Executive for absolutely no reason.

Mr. President, that is politics. That is wrong. What I suggest,
Mr. President, is that we have an affirmative vote on overriding
the Governor's veto. As Teddy Roosevelt once said, "In a mo-
ment of decision, the best thing you can do is the right thing. The
worst thing you can do is nothing."

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Centre, Senator Corman.
Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, I am not going to try to

duplicate what my colleagues--who have been leaders on this
issue, the Senator from Allegheny County, the two Senators from
Montgomery County--said on the importance of domestic vio-
lence and rape crisis. I guess my job as chairman of the Commit-
tee on Appropriations is to break it down on a numbers issue. I
am basically going to reiterate what the Senator from Montgom-
ery County said so eloquently.

Mr. President, in the first debate of the day on the override of
PHEAA grants to students, the Senator from the other side, from
Allegheny County, made the argument that it was not enough
money, and that is why he was holding out for more, and that is
why he did not want to override the veto. I respect that opinion.
I do not necessarily agree with it. I think we still funded it very
well, but nevertheless, I respect that viewpoint. Mr. President, in
this particular line item, as has been mentioned, there is no dif-
ference. The funding for domestic violence and rape crisis is
exactly what the Governor asked for in his revised request of the
General Assembly back in early July. So what is the purpose of
vetoing this line, Mr. President?

I am not sure -- after Senate Bill No. 850 was passed in the
House, the Governor and his staff had a meeting, and for what-
ever reason, arbitrarily, they got their blue pen, and they looked
and saw domestic violence and rape crisis, and they struck a line
right through the line item. Is it to hold out for more money? No.
Is it to change the program in any way? No. The only reason I
have that he would have done that is his own reasoning, when he
said at the press conference that he was looking for leverage. Mr.
President, as was very eloquently stated earlier by speakers, this
is a very important line item in the budget that goes to victims of
very difficult crimes, and to arbitrarily whack this out of the bud-
get when we have no disagreement on the funding level is curi-
ous at best.

So I guess the question here today -- we have a chance to put
it back. We, as the Senate of Pennsylvania, can stand up unani-
mously. This is not a shot at the Governor. This is not a shot at
the House or anyone else. The House passed this. But you know
what, just as they did for the State employees by passing Senate
Bill No. 850 and giving the Governor a bridge budget so that the
State employees could get paid and no longer have a payless
payday, we can, here today with this vote, restore this funding
that we all agree on. We all agree. Does anyone disagree? We all
agree. Let us restore this funding with this vote. It is not going to
change the dynamics of this budget process. It is not going to
give the Governor a disadvantage because we pass this. It is not
going to give us a better advantage in this negotiation because
we pass this. What we are doing is restoring funding for people
in need during a very difficult time in their lives. Can anyone
stand up and say why we should vote "no" on this? Anybody?
The roar is deafening.

Let us just agree. Let us focus on -- it was mentioned earlier
that this is no way to run a railroad. I agree. We should have had
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this budget done in June, and the people of Pennsylvania would
be off and running with the budget that we should have in place.
That day is gone. That train has left the station. You know, the
fact that the Governor signed a bridge bill says that we are al-
ready doing this in a hodgepodge way. We are already down that
road, or that track, to stay with the analogy. We are already down
that track. So, okay, if we are down that road, let us go to the
areas that we agree on. We agree on the funding for domestic
violence and rape crisis. So let us override the veto, get it to the
House, let them override it, and get this funding out to the people
of Pennsylvania who are in desperate need of it.

Again, I am happy to hear a reason why we should not do
that. I do not think there is one. Again, no one is going to get an
advantage over this very small portion of the budget. Let us just
pass it, send it to the House, and hopefully they will pass it, and
we can take at least one small part of this budget off of the table,
that we all agree on, and move on to the next one. It would be the
responsible thing to do, Mr. President. I ask for an affirmative
vote.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Allegheny, Senator Orie.

Senator ORIE. Mr. President, with all due respect to the Mi-
nority Leader, I object to the previous roll call being used as a
vote. I feel that on this issue, the importance, the lifeline for vic-
tims, the great imminence of harm to victims across Pennsylva-
nia, and where Senate Bill No. 850 is in agreement with the Gov-
ernor's funding for domestic violence and rape crisis, there
should be a roll-call vote reflective of victims across Pennsylva-
nia.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator ORIE and were
as follows, viz:

YEA-30

Alloway Eichelberger Pileggi Vogel
Argall Erickson Pippy Ward
Baker Folmer Rafferty Waugh
Boscola Gordner Robbins White, Donald
Browne Greenleaf Scarnati White, Mary Jo
Brubaker Mcllhinney Smucker Yaw
Corman One Tomlinson
Earll Piccola Vance

NAY-19

Costa Hughes Mellow Tartaglione
Dinniman Kasunic Musto Washington
Farnese Kitchen O'Pake Williams
Ferlo Leach Stack Wozniak
Fontana Logan Stout

Less than a constitutional two-thirds majority of all the Sena-
tors having voted "aye," the question was determined in the neg-
ative.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Logan.

Senator LOGAN. Mr. President, I request legislative leaves
for Senator Mellow, Senator O'Pake, Senator Stack, Senator
Washington, and Senator Leach.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Logan requests legislative leaves
for Senator Mellow, Senator O'Pake, Senator Stack, Senator
Washington, and Senator Leach.

Without objection, the leaves will be granted.

And the question recurring,
Shall the Senate reconsider and agree to pass the bill, the ob-

jections of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Franklin, Senator Alloway.

Senator ALLOWAY. Mr. President, I move that, pursuant to
Article IV, Sections 15 and 16, of the Constitution of Pennsylva-
nia, the Senate proceed with its reconsideration of the following
item, namely:

The appropriation to the Department of Public Welfare in
Section 219 on page 108:

For provision of services to the homeless
Stateappropriation ........................ $25,623,000.

And agree to re-pass the same, the objections of the Governor
to the contrary notwithstanding.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Alloway moves that, pursuant to
Article IV, Sections 15 and 16, of the Constitution of Pennsylva-
nia, the Senate proceed with its reconsideration of the following
item, namely:

The appropriation to the Department of Public Welfare in
Section 219 on page 108:

For provision of services to the homeless
Stateappropriation ........................ $25,623,000.

And agree to re-pass the same, the objections of the Governor
to the contrary notwithstanding.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Franklin, Senator Alloway.

Senator ALLOWAY. Mr. President, I rise today to speak on
behalf of the Homeless Assistance Program, which allows the
counties to provide for a range of services to homeless and
near-homeless families. It is unfortunate that I stand here today,
and the body of this Senate is half-empty. I take this very seri-
ously. This means a lot to the constituents in my area. In fiscal
year 2007-08, the program served more than 110,000 Pennsylva-
nians who were desperately in need of help. The program pro-
vides vital services, including, but not limited to, emergency
shelter assistance, bridge housing, and rental assistance.

The funding provided in Senate Bill No. 850 is equal to the
Governor's State spending request from back in February. The
amount of this appropriation is also now $2.6 million more than
the Governor's revised funding request made on June 26. With
many individuals struggling to make ends meet, it has never been
more important for the State to provide this valuable safety net.
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Mr. President, I would like to bring to everyone's attention
that this week, I received a letter from one of our colleagues from
the other side of the aisle challenging us and chastising me and
the Caucus for throwing the homeless out in the streets. I was
told by some folks to come live in the tent cities where the home-
less will be living because we did not have this funding in place.
I agree with my colleague who sent that letter, and I take up her
challenge. Let us get this funding done. Many counties' homeless
shelters depend on this State funding just to keep their doors
open. In my district in Franklin County, our shelter is in dire
straits. It is getting ready to close its doors. We have just
launched a major fundraiser to try to keep them afloat for another
few months. The director of this facility was quoted as saying,
"...we are not giving up. We will fight to keep our doors open
until no breath is in us."

Mr. President, it is wholly unfair to hold these folks hostage
in our budget negotiations. Now is the time for us to stand up and
fight for these individuals by protecting this vital source of fund-
ing. Again, I state, this appropriation is $2.6 million more than
the Governor's revised request, and I ask our friends to please
stand up, take a stand on this, be counted, and vote for our most
vulnerable citizens during their great time of need.

Thank you, Mr. President.
I object to the previous roll call being used as the vote. I

would like to have everyone counted on this roll call, please.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator ALLOWAY and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-30

Alloway Eichelberger Pileggi Vogel
Argall Erickson Pippy Ward
Baker Folmer Rafferty Waugh
Boscola Gordner Robbins White, Donald
Browne Greenleaf Scarnati White, Mary Jo
Brubaker McIlhinney Smucker Yaw
Corman One Tomlinson
Earl! Piccola Vance

NAY- 19

Costa Hughes Mellow Tartaglione
Dinniman Kasunic Musto Washington
Famese Kitchen O'Pake Williams
Ferlo Leach Stack Wozniak
Fontana Logan Stout

Less than a constitutional two-thirds majority of all the Sena-
tors having voted "aye," the question was determined in the neg-
ative.

And the question recurring,
Shall the Senate reconsider and agree to pass the bill, the ob-

jections of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Luzerne, Senator Baker.

Senator BAKER. Mr. President, I move that, pursuant to Arti-
cle IV, Sections 15 and 16, of the Constitution of Pennsylvania,

the Senate proceed with its reconsideration of the following
items, namely:

The appropriations to the Department of Military and Veter-
ans Affairs in Section 218 on pages 87 and 88:

For transfer to the Educational Assistance Program Fund
Stateappropriation ......................... $6,995,000.

For assistance to veterans who are ill or disabled and without
means of support
Stateappropriation ........................... $428,000.

For disabled American veterans' transportation
Stateappropriation ........................... $350,000.

For veterans outreach services
Stateappropriation ......................... $1,678,000.

And agree to re-pass the same, the objections of the Governor
to the contrary notwithstanding.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Baker moves that, pursuant to
Article IV, Sections 15 and 16, of the Constitution of Pennsylva-
nia, the Senate proceed with its reconsideration of the following
items, namely:

The appropriations to the Department of Military and Veter-
ans Affairs in Section 218 on pages 87 and 88:

For transfer to the Educational Assistance Program Fund
Stateappropriation ......................... $6,995,000.

For assistance to veterans who are ill or disabled and without
means of support
Stateappropriation ........................... $428,000.

For disabled American veterans transportation
Stateappropriation ........................... $350,000.

For veterans outreach services
Stateappropriation ......................... $1,678,000.

And agree to re-pass the same, the objections of the Governor
to the contrary notwithstanding.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Luzerne, Senator Baker.

Senator BAKER. Mr. President, I doubt any citizen believes
programs to help Pennsylvania veterans should ever be put at
risk. They are appalled to find that funding is stopped by nothing
more than politics. Regrettably, that is what Governor Rendell
has done in trying to have higher spending. People cannot under-
stand why four very important veterans programs were vetoed by
the Governor, despite these programs being funded at the level
he recommended, despite these programs having no connection
to the ones he is fighting for, and despite these programs totaling
a whopping four-hundredths of a percent of our State budget.

The programs the Governor has put in jeopardy - the veterans
outreach services, the veterans educational assistance, the veter-
ans assistance, and the disabled veterans transportation - there is
no disagreement over the amounts for these programs. There is
no disputing the value of these programs. There is no disputing
that these programs are just a small down payment on the ser-



1260 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE AUGUST 19,

vices rendered by our veterans, so there is no justification for
putting them at risk. Veterans have done their duty. They have
disrupted their lives in service for us. Why should they now be
forced to panhandle for a State tax increase to get the funding
and the services that they are owed?

The veterans service organizations have done a terrific job in
setting up and running outreach efforts, linking veterans to a
wide range of programs they are eligible for. Because of this, a
record number of Pennsylvania veterans and their families are
receiving benefits. According to the Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs, this new program that we all adopted a little
more than a year ago has already delivered $144,890,662 in Fed-
eral benefits to Pennsylvania veterans. That equates to an aston-
ishing $87.82 of return for every dollar that the State has in-
vested. If you couple that with the funding that has been obtained
through outreach efforts by our veterans service organizations at
the county level and those by the DMVA, it comes to close to
$200 million.

Without funding for these outreach efforts, these programs are
now in jeopardy, especially those run by smaller service organi-
zations, and it comes at a time when we know many--the major-
ity of those deployed troops--will be scheduled to return home
and they will be looking to seek services. The elimination of the
DAV transportation impacts veterans with no other means of
access to quality medical care at our veterans medical centers.
These vans provide service to those in need, and in my region,
some of our veterans travel a minimum of 50 miles on a one-way
trip to get to the Wilkes-Barre VA Medical Center. It is a reliable
service, and they need to have access.

Consider the numbers for the National Guard Education As-
sistance Program. On any given day, one-quarter of the force
eligible is using the benefit and enrolled in one of the 169 partici-
pating schools, over 1,500 individuals at the moment, a lot of
good for a relatively small amount of money. To cut off funding,
as the Governor has done, is to disrupt services, some soon, more
as we move closer to the fall. In combat, the term for this is col-
lateral damage. At a time when so many Pennsylvanians are
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, we should be doing all that we
can to honor the commitments made to those who protect our
freedom. This is our opportunity to do what is right for those
who have served and those who are serving. Our dedication, our
respect, and our sense of obligation needs to match theirs.

Mr. President, I ask for an individual roll-call vote on this.
Thank you.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I will be very brief. I want to
rise to point out a couple of things relative to the comments and
remarks of the gentlewoman we just heard from as it relates to
funding for veterans and military affairs. I think we need to be
clear that as it relates to the very specific line items, the total
amount of the line items that we are talking about is less than the
$13 million that, quite frankly, is being cut from the most impor-
tant, or the largest, line item, which we will talk about in a mo-
ment.

As part of the 2008-09 budget, the actual budget number,
revised number, was $83 million. Mr. President, once it was
revised, the Governor's budget proposal revised it to $82 million.
Senate Bill No. 850, which we are being asked to adopt and con-
cur with, is at $69.783 million. Mr. President, I am specifically

referring to veterans homes lines, which have been cut by $12
million. I just want to make that point, because that illustrates
what we are talking about, what we are fighting for. We are
fighting for the opportunity to put more funds into veterans pro-
grams, not to cut them by an amount that is more, in the aggre-
gate, than the four line items that we are talking about here to-
day.

So I ask my colleagues to continue to vote "no" on this partic-
ular motion. Thank you, Mr. President.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Mercer, Senator Robbins.

Senator ROBBINS. Mr. President, very quickly, I just want
to reinforce the need to reinstate the veterans education program,
or the National Guard Education Assistance Program. Many of
these men and women who have joined our National Guard
based on this educational program are presently serving in Iraq,
and their educational career has been interrupted. For them, when
they come back home, the 56th Stryker Brigade, some 4,000
veterans and many others who are utilizing this program--and it
is a program, yes, it is not a large dollar figure, but it is a pro-
gram that they signed a contract with the State of Pennsylvania
to join the Guard and to serve our country and to provide this
service to us, and they have done so knowing that their lives
would be disrupted. I think it is extremely important that we
restore this funding along with the other--and the good Senator
is right. It is a small dollar figure, but it is extremely important
now, as they come back to resume their educational careers that
they have been guaranteed by contract and through our commit-
ment and the National Guard Education Assistance Program.

I think it is important, and Mr. President, I will offer the rest
of my remarks for the record.

The PRESIDENT. The remarks will be spread upon the re-
cord.

(The following prepared remarks were made part of the re-
cord at the request of the gentleman from Mercer, Senator ROB-
BINS.)

Mr. President, I rise today to urge the Senate to reinstate funding
for the National Guard Education Assistance Program, which the Gov-
ernor vetoed in Senate Bill No. 850.

Pennsylvania is home to the largest National Guard unit in the
country, and many are currently serving our State and our country in
Iraq. Since September 11, 2001, more than 17,000 soldiers and airmen
have deployed in support of the global War on Terror.

Pennsylvania's National Guard units are highly trained and coura-
geous. These citizen soldiers make hard choices to leave behind
spouses, children, parents, jobs, school, and the comforts of home to
protect us and to defend the principles of democracy. We made a com-
mitment to these brave individuals that if they joined the Guard, the
State would provide 100-percent tuition to a State university or its
equivalent to attend another Pennsylvania school. We owe it to these
soldiers and their families to meet that commitment. They met theirs.

Today, there are approximately 4,000 guardsmen serving with the
56th Stryker Brigade Combat Team in Iraq. Some of these soldiers are
with Company B and Headquarters and Headquarters Company of the
1st Battalion of the 112th Infantry, a unit from Cambridge Springs,
Crawford County, and located in my senatorial district. Every day, they
put their lives on the line defending our freedom and helping to win the
war on terrorism. As a combat infantry soldier who served this great
country in the jungles of Vietnam and who spearheaded the National
Guard Education Assistance Program here in the General Assembly, I
find it shameful that this assistance would be unnecessarily cut off for
soldiers who are protecting us and who counted on this funding to pay
for their education.
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On the average, 25-percent of our force that qualifies for the Edu-
cational Assistance Program is currently using the benefit and enrolled
in school. It is an important incentive for them. The funding enables
them to pursue or finish their education and move ahead with their
career choices. Currently, 1,513 dedicated National Guardsmen have
been awarded education assistance to attend State schools, independent
colleges, community colleges, and vocational programs for the upcom-
ing school year. This represents a 21-percent increase over last year's
enrollment as our guardsmen returning from Iraq resume their educa-
tion. The total value reserved to date is almost $6.4 million. Mr. Presi-
dent, this is money well spent. It provides an incentive for young men
and women to join the Guard and serve our State and country. It offers
a small reward for their service, dedication, and sacrifice. And it en-
courages men and women to pursue educational opportunities that will
make them even more successful in their chosen careers.

Douglas MacArthur made his famous "Duty, Honor, Country"
speech at West Point on May 12, 1962, when he received the Silvanus
Thayer Award. He said, "Duty, Honor, Country : Those three hallowed
words reverently dictate what you ought to be, what you can be, what
you will be."

Those words still apply for our soldiers who sacrifice and fight for
our nation, facing enormous danger and hardship so that we can live in
freedom.

I believe it is our duty as a legislature to honor our commitment to
our service men and women by reinstating this funding. Thank you.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Chester, Senator Dinniman.

Senator DINNIMAN. Mr. President, veterans homes, includ-
ing the Southeastern Veterans Center in my county, are going to
have to hold admissions. You know, let us get to the root of this.
Every single person in this Chamber cares deeply about all of the
people we are discussing, whether it be veterans, whether it be
kids, whether it be anyone who is suffering these budget cuts.
My challenge, my challenge to the leadership of the other side,
is if we care enough, let us stay and continue with Session and
not leave Harrisburg. When it comes to the end of this Session
and a recess is suggested, I hope everyone in my Caucus will
vote "no" for the recess. If you care and you care enough, then
stay here and get the job done.

I am tired of us being accused of not caring, and then we have
to say you do not care. We all care. We all are good and decent
people. Just stop these political shenanigans. Let us get on with
the budget. If you really care, I say to Mr. Pileggi, I say to Mr.
Corman, I say to the rest of them, stay. Stay here. Do not leave.
All right? Because this is getting ridiculous.

We are going to go through each of these things. We are go-
ing to argue that we want more money for some things. You are
going to argue that you should accept what you have. You know,
$12 million makes a big difference for those veterans homes. If
you are saying that we do not care about those veterans because
we do not want to override the Governor's veto, then tell me, are
you willing, tonight, to stand up and say that you will give an-
other $12 million to veterans homes? These are people who sac-
rificed their lives for the nation and for the Commonwealth.

Come on. We can choose selective issues with which to attack
each other. Let us just get on with it. Let us get this budget
straightened away, and let us not recess until such a time as it is
concluded.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair wishes to remind Members not

to use Members' names.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Centre, Senator

Corman.

Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, I am just trying to com-
pose myself after the last speaker.

I just want to bring up a couple of points. The last speaker
talked about the money for the veterans homes, and I know the
Democratic chairman of the Committee on Appropriations spoke
about it as well. There is an important issue there that needs to be
resolved. I would point out that they are now admitting more
people back into the homes again with the money that they have
been given, so that is a good thing. But clearly, I think there
could be some enhancements there before it is all said and done.

The problem, Mr. President, is it has absolutely nothing to do
with the vote that is before us. The vote that is before us is a vote
on four line items within the Department of Military and Veter-
ans Affairs: veterans assistance, disabled American veterans'
transportation, veterans outreach services, and transfer to the
Educational Assistance Program. On all four of those lines, we
completely agree, Mr. President, with the Governor's revised
request and with Senate Bill No. 850, as passed. We completely
agree. So again, it poses the question, if we completely agree,
why can we not pass this appropriation along and deal with this
issue?

Now, granted, it is a small part of the budget. There are bigger
issues in the budget. There are bigger issues within the veterans
budget that we have to hammer out. But if we agree on these
lines, why can we not override this veto, send it to the
House--hopefully they will override it--and get these particular
line items funded? Again, I am waiting for an answer to that
question, as I asked previously when it came to domestic vio-
lence. Why can we not agree? Why can we not pass what we
agree on?

Look, Mr. President, I know the Governor has a tough job. I
mean, it is hard to do something that the people of Pennsylvania
do not want. I mean, that is hard to pull off. When the majority
of the legislature, the majority of the Senate and the majority of
the House, does not want to raise taxes, and you do, you know,
that is tough. That is a tough lift for the Governor. So the only
way I suppose he could do it--he said it himself--is to mount
some leverage on Members of the General Assembly by creating
this crisis.

So even on the areas where we agree--92 lines in Senate Bill
No. 850, which he vetoed, agree with his funding levels--we
could sign all those 92, override them, and let them go into law,
and take those off the table and begin to focus on areas where we
do not agree. But that does not create a crisis. You know, before,
we wanted victims of domestic violence and rape to be in a cri-
sis. Now we want veterans to be in a crisis. Childcare service is
coming up. That is how you get leverage. That is how you get
something that the people of Pennsylvania do not want, a tax
increase.

So, Mr. President, I agree with the previous speaker about the
importance of the veterans homes. I agree that we need to get to
a funding level that provides those homes. We can provide for
our veterans who deserve it. But, Mr. President, we are not talk-
ing about that. What we are talking about are these four line
items that we are here to override the veto, where we agree. You
would think, if we cannot pass things where we agree, how are
we ever going to get to the things where we do not agree?

So I would say, let us focus on where we agree. This is an
area, again, a small part of the budget. Passing it does not change
the balance of whoever has the momentum in this budgetary
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debate. It just allows these four small programs to be funded,
helps out a segment of our population of veterans who could use
the help, and moves the ball forward just a little bit, Mr. Presi-
dent. So I ask for an affirmative vote.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Chester, Senator Dinniman.

Senator DINNIMAN. Mr. President, the difficulty is that cer-
tain programs have been selected by the Majority to be saved. I
am sure that each and every Member of our Caucus also can
suggest certain programs to be saved. Every time we mention
another program--another hostage, as you would say, in this de-

,bate, who still remains a hostage--we are told, well, maybe that
can be taken care of by a supplemental appropriation later on.
You know as well as I know that there is a limit to how much tax
money we have this year. In fact, many of my colleagues have
helped us understand that limit. We all agree that we are not
going to raise the personal income tax. That is off the table. So
the question is, where is the income for all these supplemental
appropriations going to come from?

In other words, what you are asking us today is to select six
or seven programs where people are really having difficulty, and
let us override the Governor on those. I can tell you six or seven
other programs where people are also in crisis, six or seven other
programs that also deserve our consideration today. But the only
way to resolve this is to stay in Session, to stay in Session and to
end this budget crisis. If you want to choose the six today, and
we are supporting the Governor, then so be it. But in the end, in
the end, all you have done is you have freed some hostages, and
you have created new hostages, and that does not get anyone
anywhere.

You know, Mr. President, as Members, it is time we took a
role in this. We, as Members, have allowed this process to go on
week after week after week. You know, at first, the citizens
would say, oh, yeah, you know, it is just Harrisburg and the poli-
tics that go on. But now, they are fed up with all of us. None of
us gain by what is occurring here today. The citizens want us to
solve this budget and to solve it now. I hope that as you vote on
these selective issues, you will also understand the hundreds and
hundreds of thousands of Pennsylvanians who are still suffering
because of other issues that you just did not happen to choose.

So I think this is a strange way to do a budget. When you
cannot reach agreement, you come in, you select the popular six,
and then we are supposed to override the Governor on the popu-
lar six, and we forget about the other 30 or 40 that are out there.
That, to me, is absurd. The public is laughing at us. Mr. Presi-
dent, if there was any political advantage for Democrats, Repub-
licans, the Governor, the House, or the Senate, it is gone already.
It is gone, because the public has had it with all of us.

Let us just get on with this. We will vote these things and
finish this agenda today, but I hope that we have the courage not
to recess. I hope we have the courage to say we will stay in Har-
risburg and not go home. We will stay here, day after day, until
this issue gets solved. Then, maybe, when we the Members take
some control here, maybe then, we will be able to settle this.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Centre, Senator Corman.
Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, I think quite a few Mem-

bers will have to get in their cars and come back for the rest of
the night if that is what the gentleman wants to do. But hey, he

held out an olive branch; let me take it. If you want to propose
any 6, 10, 20 lines that you would like to override, we are here
to support it. Draft them up. We are here. We applaud the oppor-
tunity.

So any line items of the Governor's veto that you want to
override, we will wait here all night, and we will vote for those
line items. You choose them, any one you want, and we are
happy to support you in your efforts.

The PRESIDENT. Without objection, the Chair recognizes
the gentleman from Chester, Senator Dinniman.

Senator DINNIMAN. Mr. President, would you, tonight, be
willing to override the Governor on all of higher education votes
and put that money back in the budget--the total package, SSHE,
State System--

Senator CORMAN. Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. Please address the Chair. Does the gentle-

man wish to interrogate the Senator?
Senator DINNIMAN. No, Mr. President. I have no desire to--
The PRESIDENT. Please address the Chair in your remarks,

sir.
Senator DINNIMAN. Mr. President, you know, to answer

your question, you have spent the last week going through the
budget and telling us, at the last minute, what you were going to
do here today. We will be more than happy to go through that
budget, and to say that some of those areas which you have
shortchanged, Mr. President, which the Senate has shortchanged,
let us see if we can get some of those back in the budget. But we
will see to that, Mr. Corman -- excuse me -- Mr. President, as we
go through this next week.

Thank you for the challenge and the opportunity, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montgomery, Senator Rafferty.

Senator RAFFERTY. Mr. President, I have stood today to talk
about two items that we have voted on. Both of those items, Mr.
President, I did not choose, the Governor chose. He blue-line
vetoed items that were identically funded by the Senate of Penn-
sylvania in Senate Bill No. 850, passed by the Senate, passed by
the House, and sent to his desk. It was his hand that struck those
items, identically funded in his budget. He has explanations to
make to the people of Pennsylvania and to the veterans of Penn-
sylvania who are coming home. Regardless of where they are, if
they are in a veterans home or in their own home, they deserve
the care, they deserve the quality of care, they deserve the atten-
tion, and they deserve the respect. The message here is, you are
not getting it.

That is wrong, Mr. President. They deserve our vote. We de-
serve to give them our vote to restore these items to the veterans
administration, to make sure that those coming home realize that
we thank them, we welcome them, and we want them here in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

I urge an affirmative vote, Mr. President. I am tired of the
politics as well, but I did not choose these lines, the Governor
did.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Allegheny, Senator Costa.
Senator COSTA. Mr. President, it was not my intent to bela-

bor or continue this dialogue, but I just felt a need to get up, just
for a few moments, to comment about a couple of things.
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You know, it is nice to be able, as my colleague Senator
Dinniman indicated, to selectively pick, very narrowly pick, out
of 600-plus line items, pick out the ones that are the most popu-
lar, to be able to garner the support of the public out there. But
the fact of the matter is that we cannot, nor should we, nor are we
obligated -- we are obligated to be here to pass a budget, to do it
in a holistic way, not in a very isolated, very narrowly tailored
way, to just pick out and do certain things as we go through this
process. That is not what we are here for. Let us quit all this chat-
ter about what we are standing for, what we are doing, and ev-
erything else. We need to move forward.

Now, as it relates to this line item, specifically, as the gentle-
man said just before I spoke, about wanting to make certain that
veterans homes are provided with adequate resources, we agree.
But this budget, Senate Bill No. 850, which we are going to be
asked to adopt, has in it $12 million less than what we think
needs to be spent. We are going to fight for that $12 million, and
we are going to fight for more money for veterans programs,
because we believe we recognize the sacrifices, and we honor
those men and women who are serviced by those dollars. We
want to put more dollars there, and we want to put the $12.4
million back into veterans homes. That is what we are fighting
about. To allow us to nitpick, one by one, and pick specific line
items out of that mix is not going to get the job done.

The Members on this side of the aisle, as I said at the outset
in my earlier remarks, have provided countless numbers of bud-
get line-item reports for the other side to consider, and in those,
there were significant line items for veterans services. It was
asked for, and the Caucuses got together and worked out a bud-
get document that we thought was going to be acceptable to ev-
eryone involved. It was rejected. Yet we have done that a num-
ber of times, and we are ready to stand by those documents and
work from those documents and, as I indicated before, cut further
from those documents in the appropriate places.

For us to stand up here and try to narrowly construct a docu-
ment line by line by line is not what we were sent here for. We
were sent here to represent all of the people of Pennsylvania, all
of the people of Pennsylvania, and that is what we should be
doing. We need to get back to the issue of discussing a budget.
We spent nearly 5 1/2 hours now in this Chamber today arguing
and bickering about line items, when we could have used that
opportunity to sit down in a collective manner to try to make
certain that we address the real core issues that separate us, the
differences that we believe separate us from getting a budget
done. I encourage my colleagues to go in that direction, and let
our rhetoric and let our actions take us there, not through this
process that we are entertaining right now.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. Without objection, the Chair recognizes

the gentleman from Centre, Senator Corman.
Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, I appreciate the tolerance

of the Senate to allow me to speak for a third time, but I will be
brief. Again, Mr. President, when the Governor signed a bridge
budget, as he referred to it, that train left the track. We are no
longer going to be able to put this budget together as one holistic
piece. We now already have some part of the budget done. We
have to finish the remaining part.

The areas that we picked out to discuss today are areas that
we either agree on or very closely agree on. So we thought this

would be a way to get things accomplished that we agree on,
because quite frankly, as frustrating as it is, by discussions that
we had this week, we are still not very close to a budget agree-
ment. So we can allow the people who receive these services to
wait weeks, months, whatever it may be, or we can focus on
areas where we agree or closely agree, and pass those to-
day--hopefully, the House will agree--and get those particular
line items funded.

In closing, Mr. President, I will again say to the gentleman
from Chester County, if he wants to stay here all night, I am here
all night. If he wants any line item in the budget - education,
transportation, welfare, DCNR, you name it - if he wants to pro-
pose an override of the Governor's veto, I will provide him with
29 votes to get it done. You name it, we have 29 votes to over-
ride any line item in the budget. He is welcome to try to--we will
wait here, and he can go draft them. Draft up those overrides,
and we will provide the votes to make it happen.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. Without objection, the Chair recognizes

the gentleman from Chester, Senator Dinniman.
Senator GORDNER. Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Columbia, Senator Gordner. For what purpose does the gentle-
man rise?

Senator GORDNER. Mr. President, I object to the speaker
speaking for the fourth time.

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman is in order.
Senator DINNIMAN. That is fine. And then we will do the

same.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman

from Westmoreland, Senator Ward.
Senator WARD. I have to lower this, Mr. President, or maybe

I will just pull an Elizabeth Dole, and I will walk with it.
. Mr. President, I just want to address, from the other side of

the aisle, we are saying that if we release this funding, if we
override the Governor's veto, that we are accepting a lower num-
ber, but that is not the fact. The fact is that Senate Bill No. 850
was just the budget that the Democratic House sent to the Gover-
nor. It is not the final budget. Those numbers will all be negoti-
ated in the conference committee. Those are not the final num-
bers.

You know, I am with my colleague over there. I think we
should override everything the Governor blue-lined, stop holding
people hostage, and stop making them the issue. We should
come to the table clean, without anybody being hurt, without
hurting the people we represent, and negotiate the budget.

Thank you.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator BAKER and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-30

Alloway Eichelberger Pileggi Vogel
Argall Erickson Pippy Ward
Baker Folmer Rafferty Waugh
Boscola Gordner Robbins White, Donald
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Browne Greenleaf Scarnati White, Mary Jo
Brubaker McIlhinney Smucker Yaw
Corman One Tomlinson
Earll Piccola Vance

NAY-19

Costa Hughes Mellow Tartaglione
Dinniman Kasunic Musto Washington
Farnese Kitchen O'Pake Williams
Ferlo Leach Stack Wozniak
Fontana Logan Stout

Less than a constitutional two-thirds majority of all the Sena-
tors having voted "aye," the question was determined in the neg-
ative.

And the question recurring,
Shall the Senate reconsider and agree to pass the bill, the ob-

jections of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lycoming, Senator Yaw.

Senator YAW. Mr. President, I move that, pursuant to Article
IV, Sections 15 and 16, of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, the
Senate proceed with its reconsideration of the following item,
namely:

The appropriation to the Pennsylvania Housing Finance
Agency in Section 240 on page 121:

For payment to the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency for the
Homeowner's Emergency Mortgage Assistance Program.
Stateappropriation ......................... $9,900,000.

And agree to re-pass the same, the objections of the Governor
to the contrary notwithstanding.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Yaw moves that, pursuant to Arti-
cle IV, Sections 15 and 16, of the Constitution of Pennsylvania,
the Senate proceed with its reconsideration of the following item,
namely:

The appropriation to the Pennsylvania Housing Finance
Agency in Section 240 on page 121:

For payment to the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency for the
Homeowner's Emergency Mortgage Assistance Program.
State appropriation ......................... $9,900,000.

And agree to re-pass the same, the objections of the Governor
to the contrary notwithstanding.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lycoming, Senator Yaw.

Senator YAW. Mr. President, I will be very brief. We have
been at this a long time today. This is one of those items which,
it does affect a small group of people, but once again, it is only
$9.9 million, but there are approximately 500 to 600 loan
closings involved in this. It is a hostage situation because, under
the circumstances, with the failure to appropriate any money
under this program to the Housing Finance Agency, the result is
that this program will have to start to be wound down by the end

of August. There is just no reason. Under the circumstances, it
makes no logical sense, in today's economy and considering the
mortgage problems that are prevalent throughout the United
States, not to fund a program of this type.

I respectfully ask for an affirmative vote on the motion.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Philadelphia, Senator Hughes.
Senator HUGHES. Mr. President, before I get to the point of

having some comment on this process that we are going through
here--which I think is, in many respects, at best, disingenuous--I
think one of the things that needs to be pointed out is that one of
the reasons that many of us will be voting, I guess, in the nega-
tive on this particular motion is that it is a negotiation of the bud-
get in isolation, but most importantly, a lot of us probably believe
that this line item deserves a lot more funding than has been
proposed by either the Governor or the Majority, the Senate Re-
publicans in this Chamber, or in the House.

Given the current economic situation that we are in, it lends
itself, with the increased number of foreclosures that are going
on across this Commonwealth, to suggest, in a budgetary conver-
sation, that the dollars suggested and recommended here on ev-
erybody's part, that we have seen so far, are insufficient, and that,
in fact, maybe in this case, this is a conversation where we need
to be driving more dollars to this particular line item supporting
HEMAP than have currently been discussed by anyone else.

The problem that we have here, Mr. President, in what I think
and what I know to be a rather disingenuous discussion about
this whole budget situation, is that you cannot negotiate these
conversations or appropriate these particular line items in isola-
tion. What you provide in one line item may be an item that you
might have to take away in another. That is why when you have
budget negotiations, you discuss them in total. You try to see
how one program might be able to complement another, and so
you move the whole process forward to achieve a greater good
for all of the people of this Commonwealth.

To selectively pull out six or seven or eight particular items
that we all know are relevant and important but, truthfully and
honestly, cannot and should not be negotiated in isolation from
other items that are going on in the State budget, is, as I said, a
rather disingenuous process. It takes a few items, politicizes
them, puts them up front, tries to make the Majority--which, in
this case, has had a history of voting against particular items like
this--and says that these issues are sacrosanct, these issues are
important, but does not force the larger conversation about what
we need to be doing in this State budget.

We need to be about the business of not just doing 6 or 7 or
8 items, but addressing all 700 line items in the State budget,
doing it sooner rather than later, and doing it in a comprehensive
fashion, so that the work we do at HEMAP can be complemented
by other works we do in other items that relate specifically to
that constituency that we are addressing in HEMAP. That is how
this needs to be done. Maybe we want to see more dollars added
to this particular program. Maybe that is the way we should be
going, but we are trying to be responsible here, Mr. President,
and make sure that the whole pie, and the whole process, and the
whole program is looked at in its totality, and not just deal with
one versus the other. When you add to one, invariably, you have
to take from the other.

We need to be dealing with this thing in the whole, and not
walking down this, at best, disingenuous process of picking one
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here, picking one there; trying to make certain folks look good,
trying to make certain folks not look good; not having an honest
conversation that we should be about, that the conferees should
be about, the business of conferring and discussing and negotiat-
ing; and get back to their business, what they really should be
doing, going through this budget in their process. But here we
are, cherry picking a few items, when we should be doing this
thing in the whole.

So I would suggest, Mr. President, a negative vote on this
particular matter so that this organization, this General Assem-
bly, the Senate and the House, through their conferees, get back
to the table, negotiate in a thoughtful process, and negotiate
quickly.

It was suggested to us, Mr. President, I just might add, it was
suggested to us that when the across-the-board tax item was re-
moved from the table, when the Governor and certain Members
of the legislature removed the personal income tax from the ta-
ble, it was suggested to us that a full budget could probably be
done in 3 days. That was suggested by the Majority. Well, that
was 3 or 4 weeks ago, maybe even longer. Now we are in a situa-
tion where we are in the business of cherry picking certain items.
It was said that that could have been done. The Democratic
chairman of the Committee on Appropriations has said, in earlier
conversation this evening, that they have offered several opportu-
nities, several different discussion points, several different bud-
get alternatives to address that. It has not been received. It has
not been addressed.

So now we are cherry picking, in what I said is a disingenuous
process. The whole budget needs to be dealt with by the confer-
ees, in consultation with the Governor, to get this business done.
It was said by the Majority that it could have been done in 3
days. That was 3 or 4 weeks ago. It has not happened. This pro-
cess does not resolve the issues of the people of this State and
does not resolve, in totality, all of the issues that all of the Mem-
bers in the Senate and all of the Members in the House need to
address in a budget that is 700 items strong. I would think, and
I have offered legislation in conversation, that this particular--

POINT OF ORDER

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. For what purpose does the gentleman from

Delaware, Senator Pileggi, rise?
Senator HUGHES. I am finishing up, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. For what purpose does the gentleman rise?
Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I hesitate to interrupt the

gentleman, but I thought we had a motion on the floor that was
not a motion dealing with the entire budget.

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman is correct. We are speaking
on the line item in the budget dealing with the payment to the
Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency.

Senator HUGHES. Thank you, Mr. President, and I will make
sure that my closing comments relate specifically therein.

I would suggest a "no" vote on this particular matter. I think
a number of our Members would like to have a consideration that
these dollars be even more for HEMAP and the Pennsylvania
Housing Finance Agency, and more for that organization that
runs this program. But we want to be responsible and discuss that
in a budget conversation in the whole, not in part.

Thank you very much.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator YAW and were
as follows, viz:

YEA-30

Alloway Eichelberger Pileggi Vogel
Argall Erickson Pippy Ward
Baker Folmer Rafferty Waugh
Boscola Gordner Robbins White, Donald
Browne Greenleaf Scarnati White, Mary Jo
Brubaker McIlhinney Smucker Yaw
Corman One Tomlinson
Earl! Piccola Vance

NAY-19

Costa Hughes Mellow Tartaglione
Dinniman Kasunic Musto Washington
Farnese Kitchen O'Pake Williams
Ferlo Leach Stack Wozniak
Fontana Logan Stout

Less than a constitutional two-thirds majority of all the Sena-
tors having voted "aye," the question was determined in the neg-
ative.

And the question recurring,
Shall the Senate reconsider and agree to pass the bill, the ob-

jections of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, we had started the day with
the intention to consider 12 motions addressing particularly vul-
nerable populations in Pennsylvania that were directly impacted
by the Governor's deliberate choice to eliminate their funding,
even though, in many cases, the Governor's request for funding
agreed, to the penny, with the amount that he eliminated.

It appears now, after six attempts, that the Members on the
other side of the aisle do not agree with that approach. Only one
Member has joined us, and their indication to us is that on the
additional six areas that we had intended to consider, they do not
intend to change their position. With that in mind, Mr. President,
it is our intention to delay the consideration of those additional
six items until another day on the floor here, and maybe to recon-
sider again the six areas that we addressed without success today.

Mr. President, there has been some commentary about the
overall budget, and that maybe we should be working on a bud-
get. One Member, the gentleman from Chester County, said that
we should stay here and consider other lines that were vetoed,
and I believe the gentleman from Centre County appropriately
responded that we would stay here if there were motions made
to override any of the other lines that the Governor vetoed. But
I do not believe--and my understanding is that there is no inten-
tion on the other side of the aisle to raise any of those motions
this evening.

So for those reasons, the attempt to override the Governor's
veto, at least from our side of the aisle, tonight, will end with this
past vote, and we will reserve the right to address these items on
another day.
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As to the overall budget, Mr. President, we continue to be
willing to meet with the Governor, although he does not seem to
be willing to engage at this point. The conference committee
process has been a failure, and the Member of the House who
has assumed the chairmanship of that committee has, for legiti-
mate personal reasons, not been in Harrisburg and is not ex-
pected back until next Monday. So we do not expect that to be
productive.

As we said many times today, what we were trying to do to-
day is, on those areas, on those points where there was agree-
ment as to funding, and where innocent Pennsylvanians have
been put in the middle of this process, to take them out of the
middle of the process, to allow that funding to flow. It would not
impact the Governor's leverage. Why he needs these innocent
individuals as leverage is certainly beyond my understanding.
But we cannot do that without the cooperation of the other side
of the aisle, and that, apparently, is something we are not going
to get this evening.

So with that, Mr. President, we will not be offering the mo-
tions on the additional six items that we had intended to offer this
evening. Thank you, Mr. President.

POINT OF ORDER

Senator DINNIMAN. Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Chester, Senator Dinniman. For what purpose does the gentle-
man rise?

Senator DINNIMAN. Mr. President, to correct the record.
The PRESIDENT. The gentleman is in order.
Senator DINNIMAN. My point of order is that I did not sug-

gest to the body to stay tonight to discuss more ways to override
it. I suggested that we remain in Session, come back tomorrow,
the next day, and if necessary, this weekend, to work together to
solve this budget. I just want the record to be corrected.

Thank you, Mr. President.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
BILL REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator PILEGGI, from the Committee on Rules and Execu-
tive Nominations, reported the following bill:

SB 921 (Pr. No. 1266) (Rereported) (Concurrence)

An Act amending the act of December 22, 1983 (P.L.306, No.84),
known as the Board of Vehicles Act, providing for the definitions of
"dual" or "dualing" and "line-make"; further providing for mediation
and arbitration, for unlawful acts by manufacturers or distributors and
for manufacturer or distributor repurchase of inventory and equipment.

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Madisyn
Bender by Senator Alloway.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the citizens of
the Borough of Ringtown by Senator Argall.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Victor McCarty, David Charles Harman, Stephen J. Motichka,
Edith Pillarella and to Jeffrey Hiller by Senator Baker.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Tina Litsch by
Senator Boscola.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Edmund Marks, Mr. and Mrs. George Broske, Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Hall, Alex Joseph Weaver and to Ronald E. Frisbie by
Senator Brubaker.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Kyle Ramp,
James F. Garbrick III and to the Marysville Firecrackers All-Star
Softball Team by Senator Corman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Edward Sam-
uel Turpin, Louise Vento Costa, Walter Lee Coblentz and to
Angels' Place, Inc., by Senator Costa.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Henry W. Koenig and to Dr. Greg R. Weisenstein by Senator
Dinniman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ryan Harper
by Senators Dinniman and Rafferty.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Brian D.
Shapter by Senator Earll.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Commander
Jane Marie Roland by Senator Eichelberger.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Liedertafel
Singing Society of Pittsburgh by Senator Ferlo.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Rocco Difonso by Senator Fontana.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Don Messersmith, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bordner and to Mr. and
Mrs. Russell Gilbert by Senator Gordner.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the North
Penn Volunteer Fire Company by Senator Greenleaf.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to George
Benson by Senator Hughes.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Veronica
Valentovich, Mary Perry, Eleanor Downs, Louise Ziemkowsky,
Gloria 0' Neil, Anna Herman, Emily Sipula, Robert Ventura,
Audrey Gribble, Margaret Doman, Velma Shelling and to Tillie
Delgado by Senator Kasunic.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Sam Hill and to Mount Olive Holy Temple of Philadelphia by
Senator Kitchen.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Sean Casey
Lynch by Senator Leach.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Kathleen
Kuscavage by Senator Mcllhinney.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Betty M. Buss
and to the members of Zion Moselem Lutheran Church of
Fleetwood by Senator O'Pake.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to North Hills
Response (Silver) Team, Inc., of Pittsburgh, by Senator Orie.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Andrea Doerr
and to Zachary M. Rhoads by Senator Piccola.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Eric Richard
Ulmanis and to the Penncrest High School Envirothon Team of
Media by Senator Pileggi.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Richard White by Senator Pippy.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Charlie's
Pizzaria of East Norriton by Senators Rafferty and Leach.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Matthew Wil-
liam Christy and to Blaise Andrew Bucha by Senator Robbins.
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mildred P.
Williams and to Mahoning Valley Milling Company, Inc., of
Punxsutawney, by Senator Scarnati.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Simeral Con-
struction Company of Lititz, Wohlsen Construction Company of
Lancaster, Witmer Group of Mount Joy, Farfield Company of
Lititz, Wickersham Construction and Engineering, Inc., of Lan-
caster, Smucker Company of Smoketown, MCA Construction of
Lancaster, Paul Risk Associates, Inc., of Quarryville, Horst Con-
struction Company of Lancaster, Creative Construction Solu-
tions, LLC, of Willow Street and to the Benchmark Construction
Company, LLC, of Brownstown, by Senator Smucker.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Gerald E. Mahan and to Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Gorby by Senator
Stout.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Larry Klinedinst and to Justin M. Eberly by Senator Vance.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Doris Polsky
by Senator Washington.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Aaron House-
man and to Sean J. Moran by Senator Waugh.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
James E. Ashbaugh and to Stephen Ray Sleppy by Senator D.
White.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
William M. Whitehill, Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Rogers and to Mr.
and Mrs. Eugene A. Schmader by Senator M.J. White.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ernestine
Cramer by Senator Williams.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Reverend
Adrian Tirpak, the Honorable George M. Ledney, Dr. P. Emery
D'Archangelo, Jr., William Hunter, Thomas L. Geiger, Eugene
Donald Gahagen, Stephen Yuhas, Nunzio Yocca, Donald Durst,
Arthur R. Palumbo, Henry Polasko, William D. Kmetz and to
Virgil R. Palumbo by Senator Wozniak.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Raymond H. Luhta and to Mr. and Mrs. Fred A. Swanger by
Senator Yaw.

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Kenneth A. Williams by Senator Dinniman.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late John R. Mascio by Senator Fontana and others.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Robert H. Grunmeier, to the family of the late Richard J. de
Groot and to the family of the late Reinhardt Mathwig by Senator
Mcllhinney.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Robert M. McGowan, Sr., by Senator Wozniak.

POSTHUMOUS CITATIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following cita-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

A posthumous citation honoring the late Admiral Joel T.
Boone was extended to the family by Senator Argall.

A posthumous citation honoring the late Shirley Melvin was
extended to the family by Senator Washington.

Posthumous citations honoring the late Dr. Earl S. Shope,
David J. Rizzo, Harry G. Keirn, Merle K. Heckler, Nick W.
DiLoretto, Joseph M. Zahurak, Ralph W. Maneval, Sr., and to
Tom J. Grebis were extended to the families by Senator
Wozniak.

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Cambria, Senator Wozniak.

Senator WOZNIAK. Mr. President, boy, did we have fun
today. My, I am weary of this process. My wife is weary of this
process. My two children--they are 17 and 20--they could not
really care less. But it is the people of Pennsylvania who are
truly weary of this process. And the Fourth Estate, we could not
have given them a better effort to sit there and sell newspapers
if we tried. Usually, in the dog days of summer, they are looking
for things to write about, and we just came out here and
hand-delivered them all kinds of pablum for the public.

What went on today--and obviously, we needed two-thirds
votes to override the Governor's veto--none of these motions
succeeded. That gives people an opportunity to go back home
and say, oh, I supported the budget for the homeless, I supported
money for the veterans, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera. Every bud-
get process that I have been through in my career here ended up
in what is called a conference committee report. Senate Bill No.
850 is now in that conference committee. This was more of an
exercise in political posturing than it was to really attempt to
come to closure with the budget.

We all know that, if we were doing our jobs, every one of the
Members here and the Members of the House have spoken to
their leadership about their wishes, their dreams, what they will
support, and what they will not support. Those concepts have
been taken to the leadership who were placed on the conference
committee. It is now their job to craft language. I understand my
side constantly talks about fighting for more money for the dif-
ferent programs. I am cognizant, and I think the public is cogni-
zant, of the fact that we have a $3.2 billion deficit, and that is
driving every decision we make. Trying to close that gap is ex-
tremely difficult.

In a Wozniak world, I would have accepted Senate Bill No.
850, and I would have told my Secretaries to assume it is a
12-month budget, and make the appropriate cuts across the
board, and see what happens, and the weeping and gnashing of
teeth, and perhaps nothing precludes us from coming back at a
later date and having another discussion and opening the budget
back up. That did not occur.

It is now Wednesday, August 19. I believe this is the longest
budget impasse in recent history, and probably in Pennsylvania
history. I know, and I think the Governor understands, now, that
the personal income tax is off the table. There have been some
discussions about some other ancillary revenue enhancers, and
I am sure they have to be entertained and talked about, but what
I would like to urge is that the conferees, all four Caucuses, and
the administration realize it is August 19, and it seems that we
are not moving forward.

They say in war, the first casualty is the truth. Now, the only
information I get on the budget process comes from my own
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leadership and chairman of the Committee on Appropriations. I
have not had the opportunity, and I am sure they would share
with me if I asked the other side of the aisle about their percep-
tion of the discussions. Nevertheless, compromises must be
made. We have to be willing to bend a little bit, the Senate Re-
publicans have to be willing to bend a little bit, the House Demo-
crats and the Blue Dogs and the Green Dogs and the Yellow
Dogs have to bend a little bit, as well as the Republican Party
and the Governor.

The public has made it clear, with what is going on in this
national recession, with the activities of Washington, that a stom-
ach for an overall tax increase simply is not there. Are there
other ways to raise revenues that are not a direct personal income
tax? Perhaps there are. They have been brought to the table, and
so far, nobody has really tried to address that issue.

It deals with staving off the capital stock and franchise tax,
something that I would reluctantly support, even though I would
like to expedite that process, because I think it is a very regres-
sive tax on the business community. The Delaware loophole - a
concept where many corporations of Pennsylvania, doing busi-
ness in Pennsylvania, manufacturing in Pennsylvania, keep their
legal entity in Delaware where they have absolutely no corporate
income tax. By closing that loophole, we close or reduce corpo-
rate income taxes on the majority of corporations of Pennsylva-
nia, making it more across-the-board and more efficient, and at
least a little less unfair for Pennsylvania businesses.

Mr. President, we have sat here for a long time on a Wednes-
day and went through this process. I would strongly urge, be-
cause it is now out of the hands of the rank-and-file, it is up to
the leadership to make those difficult decisions and to go back to
their Membership and say, this is the deal that we have struck,
and we are sticking with it. Not everybody is going to get what
they want. That is never how it has been, not as it is, and never
will be. But for the sake of God, let us turn the page on the
2009-10 budget.

Let us move forward. Let us finance us up to next June 30,
because we are going to have another tough issue in an election
year coming up in what is going to happen in a very, very short
amount of time. When summer is gone, fall is shortly to be upon
us, we will be in the cold of winter, and shortly, we will be in
another budget battle in an election year. So we need to do our
job and do it well and remain friends as we go through the pro-
cess. We have done it before, and we can do it again. Let us get
the job done.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Delaware, Senator Pileggi.
Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I would like to briefly com-

ment on some issues raised by the previous speaker, as one of the
Members of the conference committee and someone who has
been involved in negotiations. We will certainly continue, to the
extent possible, to work through the conference committee to
work through negotiations. We had an opportunity, as Members
of the Senate, to take votes today to help innocent people in parts
of this budget process, and unfortunately, that opportunity was
squandered.

As to a resolution of the overall budget, it is going to require
the Governor's participation. He has made it very clear, at least
as of today's date, the 19th of August, that he is not yet ready to
engage in conversations with legislative leaders. Frankly, absent

the Governor's participation, absent the Governor's involvement
and willingness to compromise, it is going to be very difficult to
get a budget, unless the General Assembly gets together and
presents a common point of view to the Governor through a vote
in both the House and the Senate. Frankly, today's activities do
not give me much optimism for the Senate rising up in a biparti-
san way. Even on areas where we agree on the funding, we can-
not seem to cast a vote in favor of that to help those people and
at least solve parts of the budget.

To the point that was raised by the previous speaker, we cer-
tainly stand ready to continue to negotiate with the Governor and
with the other legislative leaders to work through the conference
committee to try to reach a resolution on the entire budget pack-
age.

Thank you, Mr. President.

HOUSE MESSAGE

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE BILLS

The Clerk of the House of Representatives returned to the
Senate SB 366 and SB 574, with the information the House has
passed the same without amendments.

BILLS SIGNED

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Joseph B. Scarnati
III) in the presence of the Senate signed the following bills:

SB 366 and SB 574.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of
the Senate:

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2009

10:00 A.M. AGRICULTURE AND RURAL Theatre Area
AFFAIRS (joint informational . College of
committee hearing with the House Agriculture
Agriculture and Rural Affairs Penn State
Committee to hear testimony on Univ., Rock
"The Farm Bill: Year One Update Springs, PA
and a Look Ahead")
CANCELLED

10:00 A.M. FINANCE (public hearing on Local Room 8E-B
Government Financing and Municipal East Wing
Pension Issues)

12:30 P.M. LABOR AND INDUSTRY (to consider Room 461
the nomination of L. Dennis Martire Main Capitol
to the Pennsylvania Labor Relations
Board)

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 2009

1:00 P.M. STATE GOVERNMENT (public Lodge
hearing to consider Senate Bill No. Student
684) Union Bldg.
POSTPONED Penn State

Beaver
100 Univ. Dr.
Monaca, PA
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RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
now recess to the call of the President pro tempore.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
now recess until Monday, August 24, 2009, at 6:45 p.m., Eastern
Daylight Saving Time.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The Senate recessed at 11 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving

Time.


