COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 29, 2009
SESSION OF 2009 193RD OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
SENATE
WEDNESDAY, July 29, 2009
The Senate met at 10 a.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time.
The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Joseph B. Scarnati III)
in the Chair.

No. 65

Help us to remember that one day, we will stand before You
and give an account of how we served and how we lived. When
we do well, give us humility in acknowledging that You have
generously given us wisdom. Help us to honor You in all that we
do, 0 God. And for those of us who are Christians, we pray in
Jesus' name. Amen.

PRAYER

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Reverend Stoltzfoos,
who is the guest today of Senator Alloway.

The Chaplain, Reverend GERRY STOLTZFOOS, of Freedom
Valley Worship Center, Gettysburg, offered the following prayer:

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.)

I am painfully aware, today, that there are other belief systems
involved in this House other than mine. I am not here to push
mine, and I invite you to pray in the belief system that is yours as
I pray in mine:
Our Heavenly Father, You have given us today, and for that,
we thank You. You have allowed us to live in a great nation and
given us meaningful work to do. You have entrusted us with a
momentous time in history, when the decisions that will be made
today will decide the direction, the tone, and the meaning of so
many lives that will live with our decisions. We are humbled by
our role and deeply moved by the implications of what we do.
You have given us meaningful opportunities to make the lives of
others better, and for that, we are in need of Your wisdom, Your
guidance, and perhaps even Your intervention if we lose our way
in the details or somehow lose sight of the precious people whom
we serve.
As we go about our work today, we ask You to guide and
direct this work for the good of mankind. Allow us to create a
world, 0 God, that treats people well and fosters true greatness
in our people. Give us Your great grace to see and admit our
mistakes and grow in our abilities to serve those we are charged
to serve. Help us recognize and encourage great ideas, even when
they are not our own or convenient for our own careers. Our
desire is not so much that You bless the work of our hands but
that You would involve us in those great things that You are
already blessing.
Help us form a government and a system that allows the creative greatness of the human spirit to soar. Help us to imagine
solutions and to create room for people to create solutions of
their own. Help us to make it possible for our constituents to
build lives and families of meaningful and productive satisfaction. And, Lord, grant us a sense of awareness, that all we have
and all that we are comes from You, and that we are mere stewards of it.

GENERAL COMMUNICATION
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following communication, which was read by the Clerk as follows:
WRIT OF ELECTION
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA ) SS:
To The Honorable Pedro A. Cortes
Secretary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
To the Board of Elections of Bucks, Lehigh, Montgomery and
Northampton Counties
GREETING
WHEREAS, A vacancy exists in the Office of State Senator in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for the Twenty-fourth Senatorial District, composed of: that part of Bucks County consisting of the Townships of Durham, East Rockhill, Milford, Nockamixon, Richland and
Springfield and the Boroughs of Quakertown, Richlandtown,
Riegelsville and Trumbauersville; that part of Lehigh County consisting
of the Townships of Lower Milford, Salisbury, Upper Milford and Upper Saucon and the Boroughs of Coopersburg, Emmaus and Macungie;
that part of Montgomery County consisting of the Townships of Lower
Frederick, Lower Salford, Marlborough, New Hanover, Salford,
Towamencin, Upper Frederick, Upper Hanover and Upper Salford and
the Boroughs of East Greenville, Green Lane, Lansdale, Pennsburg and
Red Hill; that part of Northampton County consisting of the City of
Easton and the Townships of Forks, Palmer and Williams and the Boroughs of Glendon, Tatamy, West Easton and Wilson by reason of the
resignation of Senator Robert C. Wonderling, Senator from the said
Senatorial District, on the 28th day of July, two thousand nine.
NOW THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH B. SCARNATI, III, President of
the Senate of Pennsylvania, by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and Acts of
Assembly in such case made and provided, do hereby command you:
that you cause a Special Election to be held to fill said vacancy, said
election to be held on the 29th day of September A.D., two thousand
nine, to choose a person to represent said Twenty-fourth Senatorial
District in the Senate of Pennsylvania for the remainder of the term
expiring on the thirtieth day of November A.D., two thousand ten, and
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that you give due and public notice of said election throughout the
Twenty-fourth Senatorial District in the form and manner directed by
law.
Given under my hand and the seal of the Senate of Pennsylvania,
at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, this 29th day of July, two thousand nine.
JOSEPH B. SCARNATI III
President, Senate of Pennsylvania
MARK R. CORRIGAN
Secretary, Senate of Pennsylvania
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A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question
was determined in the affirmative.
The PRESIDENT. The Journal is approved.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
GUEST OF SENATOR MICHAEL A. O'PAKE
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.
Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request a legislative leave
for Senator Earll.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.
Senator MELLOW. Mr. President, I request legislative leaves
for Senator Leach and Senator Musto.
The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests a legislative leave
for Senator Earll.
Senator Mellow requests legislative leaves for Senator Leach
and Senator Musto.
Without objection, the leaves will be granted.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Berks, Senator O'Pake.
Senator O'PAKE. Mr. President, I am very honored to introduce to the Senate a brand-new citizen of the United States. She
was naturalized on Monday in Philadelphia. She has
distinguished herself since coming here from Peru. She is a recent graduate, with honors, of Reading Central Catholic High
School, an excellent high school in the city of Reading. She will
be entering Albright College in the fall. She is very hardworking
and she is very interested in government, and I can personally
vouch for that because she is a part-time intern in my Reading
office. I would like the Chair to extend its warm welcome and
congratulations to Jayda Labrin, who is in the gallery.
The PRESIDENT. Would the guest of Senator O'Pake please
rise to be welcomed by the Senate.
(Applause.)

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

CALENDAR

Senator PILEGGI asked and obtained a leave of absence for
Senator SMUCKER, for today's Session, for personal reasons.

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
JOURNAL APPROVED
The PRESIDENT. The Journal of the Session of July 9, 2009,
is now in print.
The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the Session of July
9, 2009.
Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that further reading
of the Journal be dispensed with and that the Journal be
approved.
On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?
The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

Famese
Ferlo
Folmer
Fontana
Gordner
Greenleaf
Hughes
Kasunic
Kitchen
Leach
Logan
Mcllhinney

Mellow
Musto
O'Pake
Orie
Piccola
Pileggi
Pippy
Rafferty
Robbins
Scarnati
Stack
Stout

NAY-0

SB 1037, SB 1038, SB 1039 and SB 1040 -- Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order temporarily at the
request of Senator PILEGGI.
BILLS OVER IN ORDER
HB 39, SB 107, HB 222, HB 348, HB 485 and HB 602 -Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the
request of Senator PILEGGI.
BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE
SB 607 (Pr. No. 657) -- The Senate proceeded to consideration of the bill, entitled:

YEA-48
Alloway
Argall
Baker
Boscola
Browne
Brubaker
Corman
Costa
Dinniman
Earll
Eichelberger
Erickson

NONPREFERRED APPROPRIATION BILLS
OVER IN ORDER TEMPORARILY

Tartaglione
Tomlinson
Vance
Vogel
Ward
Washington
Waugh
White, Donald
White, Mary Jo
Williams
Wozniak
Yaw

An Act amending the act of June 30, 1987 (P.L.163, No.16), known
as the Rural Pennsylvania Revitalization Act, in Center for Rural Pennsylvania, further providing for board of directors and for grants.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?
The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:
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YEA-48

Alloway
Argall
Baker
Boscola
Browne
Brubaker
Corman
Costa
Dinniman
Earll
Eichelberger
Erickson

Farnese
Ferlo
Folmer
Fontana
Gordner
Greenleaf
Hughes
Kasunic
Kitchen
Leach
Logan
Mcllhinney

Mellow
Musto
O'Pake
One
Piccola
Pileggi
Pippy
Rafferty
Robbins
Scarnati
Stack
Stout

Tartaglione
Tomlinson
Vance
Vogel
Ward
Washington
Waugh
White, Donald
White, Mary Jo
Williams
Wozniak
Yaw

NAY-0
A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.
BILL OVER IN ORDER
SB 693 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.
BILL LAID ON THE TABLE
SB 746 (Pr. No. 1209) -- The Senate proceeded to consideration of the bill, entitled:
An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for physician immunity
for disclosure on controlled substances; and further providing for actions on insurance policies.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was laid on the table.
SB 746 TAKEN FROM THE TABLE
Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that Senate Bill No.
746, Printer's No. 1209, be taken from the table and placed on
the Calendar.
The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar.
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requirements, for exceptions to license requirements, for general requirements, for powers of licensees in mortgage loan business, for mortgage lending authority and for license applications; providing for
prelicensing and continuing education; further providing for license
fees, for license issuance, for licensee requirements, for administration
and for sanctions; and providing for procedure for determination of
noncompliance with Federal law.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as
required by the Constitution,
On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?
The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:
YEA-48
Alloway
Argall
Baker
Boscola
Browne
Brubaker
Corman
Costa
Dinniman
Earll
Eichelberger
Erickson

Famese
Ferlo
Folmer
Fontana
Gordner
Greenleaf
Hughes
Kasunic
Kitchen
Leach
Logan
Mcllhinney

Mellow
Musto
O'Pake
One
Piccola
Pileggi
Pippy
Rafferty
Robbins
Scarnati
Stack
Stout

Tartaglione
Tomlinson
Vance
Vogel
Ward
Washington
Waugh
White, Donald
White, Mary Jo
Williams
Wozniak
Yaw

NAY-0
A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.
HB 1770 (Pr. No. 2515) -- The Senate proceeded to consideration of the bill, entitled:
An Act amending the act of December 5, 1936 (2nd Sp.Sess., 1937
P.L.2897, No.1), known as the Unemployment Compensation Law,
further defining "State 'on' indicator" and "State 'off indicator"; and
further providing for total extended benefit amount.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER
SB 893, SB 954 and SB 1042 -- Without objection, the bills
were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
PILEGGI.
BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE
HB 1654 (Pr. No. 2448) -- The Senate proceeded to consideration of the bill, entitled:
An Act amending Title 7 (Banks and Banking) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in mortgage loan industry licensure and consumer protection, further providing for scope, for definitions, for license

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as
required by the Constitution,
On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Columbia, Senator Gordner.
Senator GORDNER. Mr. President, I rise in support of House
Bill No. 1770. With the passage of this legislation, up to 60,000
people who are unemployed across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania could benefit from this legislation. Already, unfortu-
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nately, there are about 20,000 people who would benefit. Those
are individuals who have already taken advantage of the combined 72 weeks of unemployment comp provisions but have had
those exhausted. Around 20,000 of them, again, have had them
exhausted just in the past 2 weeks.
This legislation takes advantage of some Federal stimulus and
stabilization moneys and would allow us to provide these additional 7 weeks at the cost to the Federal government for most of
it, although there will be some cost to governmental employers.
As has been stated during this process, this will have no effect on
business employers, as a result of provisions in the Federal law,
but those employers that are not businesses, such as school districts, municipalities, counties, and even the Commonwealth, will
have some costs assigned to them. But I am sure we will all agree
that the benefits to those unemployed will outweigh the costs to
those municipal governments.
The city of Philadelphia will end up seeing the biggest cost,
of about $1 million. Allegheny County will be second, and the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, around $500,000. We have
received letters from the mayor of Philadelphia, the Allegheny
County Executive, and Governor Rendell, indicating their support for this legislation, even after acknowledging those costs to
them. Ninety-five percent of my district is made up of boroughs
and townships.
Part of the due diligence that the Senate Committee on Labor
and Industry did was to make sure that all of the municipal entities that will be affected had the ability to weigh in. Just last
week, as a matter of fact, the Pennsylvania Association of Boroughs and the Pennsylvania Association of Township Supervisors did weigh in. They indicated that they are neutral on the
legislation and appreciated the opportunity to have some extra
time to get some questions answered.
One of the important things that our committee did before we
reported this bill out was amend it in order to put in a retroactive
effective date. House Bill No. 1770, as it came over from the
House, had an effective date that said, effective immediately. The
problem with that is that if, in fact, we do this today, which I
know we will be doing, I believe it is scheduled for House consideration, on concurrence, on Monday, and it goes to the Governor. By the time it gets to the Governor, 3 weeks worth of unemployed would have already come off the rolls. As a result of the
committee's actions, we put in a retroactive position that will
make the effective date for the appropriate sections retroactive to
July 1, again, to make sure that those 20,000 individuals who
have already come off the rolls will qualify for these benefits as
well.
Finally, I would like to thank Senator Tartaglione and the
Members of the Senate Committee on Labor and Industry for
allowing me to do due diligence to make sure that this legislation
is 100-percent perfect for the benefit of the 20,000 people who
can take advantage of this now, and the 60,000 people who will
end up taking advantage of this benefit in the coming months.
Again, I urge support for House Bill No. 1770.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Philadelphia, Senator Tartaglione.
Senator TARTAGLIONE. Mr. President, I ask to be recognized so that I can speak in support of House Bill No. 1770,
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which I believe will give peace of mind to thousands of families
who have struggled through the recession.
Mr. President, this did not all come about because of the
crowd from Philadelphia that we have here in Harrisburg. This
all came about because the crowd from Philadelphia is united
with the crew from the suburbs, the gang from Allegheny, and the
squad from the northeast. It came about because people across
Pennsylvania are suffering through this historic recession, and
lawmakers from across Pennsylvania understand that helping
them is helping the economy and preserving families.
The working families that benefit from this bill live in large
cities, in small boroughs, in houses, in apartments, in suburbs,
and on farms. This crowd we have from Philadelphia--and I like
to call them the Philadelphia delegation--united with members
from east to west, behind the jobless workers who are among the
first victims of the recession. The Philadelphia crowd helped
convince city officials that the benefits of the bill were well
worth the costs. They worked through the weekend to convince
all of my Senate colleagues that we need to get this done so that
these families can stop worrying. The gang from Allegheny did
the same. I am proud of the crowd.
In my mind, the 17,880 workers who lost their unemployment
benefits nearly 2 weeks ago made all of this effort worth it. I am
their henchwoman, Mr. President, and I do not even think that is
a word, but even if it is not, I do not mind being called that. Call
me a henchwoman, call me persistent, call me whatever. Each
Member of this crowd was elected to this Chamber by constituents, most of us several times over. We are their henchpeople.
More than 4,000 of them will benefit from this bill, and I am
happy to be able to tell them that help is on the way. They lost
their income through no fault of their own. They have been working and looking for work in a market that is losing 4,000 jobs a
month. Unemployment has jumped by 45 percent in Philadelphia.
But joblessness is not just an issue for the city crowd. The unemployment rate is up by 70 percent in Dauphin County, and 260
people will benefit from this bill. Three hundred and eighty people will have their benefits restored in York County, where the
unemployment rate is up 88 percent in the past year. In Lancaster
County, unemployment is up by 80 percent, and 400 people will
get help.
Mr. President, I believe that the unemployed from these counties are good people who got caught up in bad times. I believe
they are hardworking. I believe they are honest. I believe the
same about my colleagues from those counties. Mr. President, I
know we have differences of opinion about many important issues, but I know that just like I do, they go back home when Session is over, and they answer for what we have done here in this
Chamber. I do not believe the people of Philadelphia are any
more honest and hardworking than the people of central Pennsylvania, and I would be troubled to learn that that feeling is not
mutual. I hope that there is nothing about my henchwomanship
that has left anyone feeling otherwise.
On behalf of the crowd, I want to thank my colleague from
Northumberland County, Senator Gordner, for his courtesy, flexibility, and dedication in moving this bill through the committee.
I am grateful to the Republican Leader from Delaware County
for his dignity and temperance and for his swift action today. To
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Senator Mellow, our Democratic Leader, I am thankful for his
leadership and support; to Governor Rendell, for his dedication
to getting this done; to Representative Gergely, who introduced
the bill and ushered it through the House of Representatives by
a vote of 197 to 1, and his staff.
Thanks to the Secretary of Labor and Industry, Sandi Vito,
and her wonderful staff, who has worked with us to clarify and
answer questions. Credit must go to Senate staff members, who
worked so diligently to reach this vote. Kathy Benton - I do not
know if there is a word for the henchwoman's henchwoman, but
she is it, and I am proud of her work. Todd Roup - I will spare
him a hench title, but his efforts are greatly appreciated. My colleagues on both sides of the aisle, for the people of Pennsylvania,
for the people who need help, and for those who just want the
General Assembly to operate with dignity and decorum, I urge a
"yes" vote on House Bill No. 1770.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Chester, Senator Dinniman.
Senator DINNIMAN. Mr. President, I rise to tell you that
unemployment is real, that I come from probably one of the
wealthiest counties in all of Pennsylvania, and that in our county,
too, the unemployment figures are increasing. We were okay
until about October of last year. We were able to keep it at 3
percent or below. But we are now at 6.25 percent, and in the
Philadelphia suburbs, we now have some of the fastest growing
unemployment in the Commonwealth, in terms of a percentage.
We have to, as a body, whether we are from Philadelphia,
whether we are from the suburbs, whether we are from central
Pennsylvania, Erie County, or Allegheny County, we have to
understand and respond sensitively to the people who, through no
fault of their own, do not have jobs. I want to join with my colleague from Philadelphia, Senator Tartaglione, to make this statement and to make it clear that this is a problem for all of Pennsylvania, and each of us has to be sensitive. But I personally was
disappointed, as I know Senator Tartaglione and all Members of
our Caucus were, that this vote was delayed for a week,
because--I mean, I am happy that we are going to vote "yes"
today.
Understand that there are people out there, real people, our
neighbors, our friends, even members of our families, who do not
have jobs. They try. They try the best they can to find employment in this economy, but there are no jobs out there. More and
more--at first, it was the workers on the lines who were hurt, then
it became middle management, and now, as we have a total restructuring of the global economy, upper management. The people who live in the neighborhoods of Chester, Montgomery, Delaware, and Bucks Counties, as well as suburbs all over this Commonwealth, are also getting hurt.
If there is anything that this body has to unite on, it is to reach
out and help those citizens who want to work, who have talent,
who want to contribute to the well-being of this Commonwealth,
but simply cannot find jobs. I am glad we are passing this today.
We should have passed this a week ago. And if any issue comes
up on unemployment, let us unite together. I know we had to go
through all of the intricacies of understanding what it would cost
this borough, or what it would cost this city, or what it would
cost the State, but the bottom line, my friends, is this: There are
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people in this Commonwealth, growing every day by hundreds
and hundreds and thousands and thousands, who do not have
jobs.
If we, who have jobs here, and were elected to do them, are
not sensitive to this community, then who will be? It is our responsibility, as Members--I do not care what your party is. I do
not care where you come from. We need to reach out, and we
need to reach out on a continuing basis. Again, the key is this we should thank God, each of us, that we have jobs. The people
who are listening out there are scared and nervous that they, too,
will join these statistics.
If there is any disappointment with the President's stimulus
program, it is that it has not brought back full employment yet.
But we, here in the Commonwealth, need to work, day in and day
out--with no excuses, no delay in our timing--to be sensitive to
those who are unemployed, to understand that they are our brothers and our sisters, and to make sure that we act and act quickly
on any opportunity to extend unemployment compensation.
Finally, Mr. President, do you think that any of those individuals out there do not want to work? Do you think, after 2
years--72 weeks, remember--that they have not struggled for a
year and a half, almost 2 years, to find employment? We need to
respond affirmatively to what is occurring. I thank Senator
Tartaglione. I thank Senator Gordner for finally moving the bill.
Again, let us remember that these are human beings who need
work, who want work, and we, as a body, should never delay in
trying to help our brothers and sisters who are struggling through
this difficult economy.
Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Columbia, Senator Gordner.
Senator GORDNER. Mr. President, I must respond to the
previous speaker. On behalf of 20,000 people who have already
lost their benefits, I am glad that we delayed so that we could
amend the bill to make sure that those folks are covered. If we
would have acted immediately, it is very probable that 20,000
people across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania who had exhausted their 72 weeks of benefits would not be benefitting by
the passage of House Bill No. 1770.
It is possible that the previous speaker is not aware of it, because he was not involved with the legislation, was not on the
committee, was not involved with the negotiations, was not involved with my conversations with the Secretary of Labor and
Industry, who immediately agreed to the amendment that we
inserted in the Committee on Labor and Industry to insure that
those 20,000 people who have already exhausted their benefits
would get those benefits. That is a direct result of putting a retroactive amendment into the bill.
So, Mr. President, there is a reason why we do due diligence.
The Senate is a deliberative body. We take a look at legislation,
and we make sure that it is correct, so that when it goes to the
Governor, it is exactly how we want it. I am pleased, as the chair
of the Committee on Labor and Industry, to have done due diligence on this bill, because I would have felt horrible to have
passed legislation to the Governor and then found out that 20,000
people might not have gotten the benefit of this bill because we
acted too quickly and too irresponsibly.
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So in response to the previous gentleman, I am pleased to
support House Bill No. 1770, as amended, with the Senate
amendment in it to insure the retroactive activity and to make
sure that those 20,000 people get the benefit of this legislation.
Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.
Senator MELLOW. Mr. President, I had no reason whatsoever to participate in this debate, except I think if there is anyone
who is uttering a lame excuse, it is the previous speaker, because
this gentleman could have reported this bill out of committee on
the date that we had a news conference, which was July 20. I
immediately-POINT OF ORDER
Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, point of order.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.
Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I believe the speaker is
questioning the motives of the gentleman who is chairman of the
committee.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair reminds all Members to speak
on the bill and not question the motives of previous speakers.
Senator MELLOW. I am not questioning the motive, Mr.
President. I am stating a fact. There is a major difference, and I
would like the Chair to instruct the Republican Leader of the
Senate that there is a difference between a fact and a motive. I do
not know what the gentleman's motive was, as chairman of the
Committee on Labor and Industry, not to report the bill out, but
I do not understand the excuse that we are making on the floor of
the Senate, because that bill could have been reported out.
I would have signed a note to convene a meeting of the Committee on Labor and Industry off the floor. That could have been
done a week ago. If that news conference did not take place in
the Rotunda last week, we would not be discussing House Bill
No. 1770 today, and that is thanks to Senator Tartaglione. She is
the one who is responsible for the fact that it was brought to the
attention of not only the Members of the Senate and the General
Assembly, but also to the people of Pennsylvania.
I am not questioning his motive whatsoever. I am questioning
the reason why there was an excuse. I know what the motive was,
I believe, and I am not -- in no way am I trying to say that the
gentleman did something inappropriate. I am questioning the
political wisdom as to why we had to wait to get this particular
bill done. The only thing that this bill does is help almost 20,000
people in Pennsylvania who are unemployed take advantage of
an extension through a stimulus. I heard excuses, Mr. President,
prior to the news conference on Monday, July 20, as to the reason why it was or was not done.
I think it is time that we put excuses aside. I think it is time to
start working on the business of the people, and the business of
the people, in this particular regard, is not to throw bouquets and
to sing "kumbaya." It is to do the job that we are being paid to
do. Let us not blame others for the reason why. They have said
we have done things, we have not done things.
Let us get down to doing the job the right way. Send it back
over to the House of Representatives so they can concur on it,
and send it to the Governor for his signature, for the purpose of
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helping the 20,000 people who are collecting unemployment,
because there seems to be little regard, Mr. President, for the
almost 80,000 people in Pennsylvania who work for the Commonwealth, who, because of the budget impasse, are not getting
paid. Let us not put those 20,000 people in the same category as
the 80,000 people in Pennsylvania who are, today, currently
working. Let us pass the bill, let us finish with the excuses, and
let us get on with our business.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.
Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, just briefly, for people who
might be watching this and are not informed on the history of this
bill, it is my understanding that although we agree that this bill is
an important and time-sensitive bill, for some reason, there was
no corresponding bill in the Senate, and the House bill was here
less than 3 weeks before today's final passage. I agree with the
gentleman from Columbia County. That deliberative process did
allow for a very important amendment. If it was simply rushed
through without that thoughtful process, we would be doing an
ineffective job as legislators.
I would also point out, for those who are watching, that much
of the press for us to act quickly came from our friends in the
House after they sent the bill to us, which did not come to us
until July, by the way. It could have come to us sooner, but it
came to us in July. And then today, we are here passing the bill,
as amended, back to the House. But for some reason, the House
does not think this is an urgent enough matter to come back tomorrow, or to come back the next day, or to come back even the
next day. They are prepared, evidently, to wait until Monday
before this bill takes final action in the House and goes to the
Governor.
So I think that the positive news here is that we have acted
responsibly, and we have acted quickly. We have moved this bill
forward to the House so that we will effectively extend unemployment compensation benefits. Frankly, I do not know how
productive it is to try to assign blame or error or a perceived
delay when, frankly, the delay, in this case, was productive.
Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.
Senator MELLOW. Mr. President, I just think, for clarification -- and I am not saying this for those who may be watching it
on TV, because quite frankly, everybody should have been
watching what has taken place in this particular Chamber and in
the General Assembly over the last several weeks or month with
regard to a budget and the ineffectiveness in trying to get a budget passed. But, Mr. President, our understanding is that the moment this bill passes the Senate, the House will reconvene for the
purpose of acting on House Bill No. 1770, to grant the extension
to those individuals, through the stimulus package, who collect
unemployment compensation.
So, Mr. President, let us quit the blaming that is taking place
in this body. I think it was very unfortunate that a Member of the
Republican Party was very critical of a Member of this Democratic Party over here. A Senator, on the radio last weekend,
made some very, very strong allegations against a gentlewoman.
I think when you talk about excuses and you talk about blame,
there is enough to go around right there, Mr. President.
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So if we are going to do the job the right way, as adults in
Pennsylvania, then we should do the job the right way, not only
as it deals with an extension of unemployment compensation
benefits, but equally as important, Mr. President, as it deals with
the budget of the Commonwealth, which today is 29 days late,
beyond the fiscal year when the budget should have been signed.
So let us move on. Let us get this job done, and hopefully, we
will then move on to try to resolve the budget.
And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?
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Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consideration.
BILLS OVER IN ORDER
SB 993, SB 1007, SB 1009, SB 1034, HB 1754 and HB 1798
-- Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order at
the request of Senator PILEGGI.
RECONSIDERATION OF SB 1036

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

NONPREFERRED APPROPRIATION BILL
OVER IN ORDER ON THIRD CONSIDERATION

YEA-48

SB 1036 (Pr. No. 1316) -- Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President,
I move that the Senate do now reconsider the vote by which Senate Bill No. 1036, Printer's No. 1316, failed final passage on July
28, 2009.
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined
in the affirmative.

Alloway
Argall
Baker
Boscola
Browne
Brubaker
Corman
Costa
Dinniman
Earll
Eichelberger
Erickson

Farnese
Ferlo
Folmer
Fontana
Gordner
Greenleaf
Hughes
Kasunic
Kitchen
Leach
Logan
Mcllhinney

Mellow
Musto
O'Pake
One
Piccola
Pileggi
Pippy

Rafferty
Robbins
Scarnati
Stack
Stout

Tartaglione
Tomlinson
Vance
Vogel
Ward
Washington
Waugh
White, Donald
White, Mary Jo
Williams
Wozniak
Yaw

NAY-0
A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.
Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.
SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR
BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS
AMENDED OVER IN ORDER
SB 168 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.
BILLS OVER IN ORDER

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?
Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move to reconsider the
vote by which the bill was agreed to on third consideration.
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined
in the affirmative.
And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration?
Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request that Senate Bill
No. 1036 go over in its order.
The PRESIDENT. Without objection, Senate Bill No. 1036
will go over in its order.
SB 1037 CALLED UP
SB 1037 (Pr. No. 1317) -- Without objection, the bill, which
previously went over in its order temporarily, was called up, from
page 1 of the Third Consideration Calendar, by Senator
PILEGGI.
NONPREFERRED APPROPRIATION BILL
OVER IN ORDER

SB 303, SB 369, HB 372, SB 381, SB 493, SB 535, SB 899,
SB 918 and HB 951 -- Without objection, the bills were passed
over in their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

SB 1037 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 1038 CALLED UP

SB 974 (Pr. No. 1350) -- The Senate proceeded to consideration of the bill, entitled:

SB 1038 (Pr. No. 1318) -- Without objection, the bill, which
previously went over in its order temporarily, was called up, from
page 1 of the Third Consideration Calendar, by Senator
PILEGGI.

An Act amending the act of June 28, 1995 (P.L.89, No.18), known
as the Conservation and Natural Resources Act, providing for continuation of lease agreements.
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NONPREFERRED APPROPRIATION BILL
OVER IN ORDER

SB 1038 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.
SB 1039 CALLED UP
SB 1039 (Pr. No. 1319) -- Without objection, the bill, which
previously went over in its order temporarily, was called up, from
page 1 of the Third Consideration Calendar, by Senator
PILEGGI.
NONPREFERRED APPROPRIATION BILL
OVER IN ORDER
SB 1039 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.
SB 1040 CALLED UP
SB 1040 (Pr. No. 1320) -- Without objection, the bill, which
previously went over in its order temporarily, was called up, from
page 2 of the Third Consideration Calendar, by Senator
PILEGGI.
NONPREFERRED APPROPRIATION BILL
OVER IN ORDER
SB 1040 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolutions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Robert Edward Bietsch by Senator Alloway.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Roy Ulmer and to Anna Yanklunas by Senator Baker.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to James Kane,
Alan Charles and to Daniel Staats by Senators Baker and Yaw.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Clifford Snyder by Senator Browne.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Chief William
R. Seace, Timothy Andrew Hildebrand, Vanessa Martin and to
Everett Denlinger by Senator Brubaker.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Bryan Waters
and to the Saint Paul African Methodist Episcopal Church of
Bellefonte by Senator Corman.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to David Michael Abbott by Senator Dinniman.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Fame Fire
Company No. 3 of West Chester by Senators Dinniman, Pileggi,
and Erickson.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Most Reverend David A. Zubik by Senator Ferlo.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Walters, Brian Savidge and to the citizens of Sugarloaf
Township by Senator Gordner.
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Daniel Martin
Horning by Senator Leach.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Louis Evangelista by Senator Mcllhinney.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Jerry
Preschutti by Senator Mellow.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the citizens of
the Village of Bowers by Senator O'Pake.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Leslie
Callaghan, Megan Neil, Ian Gilbert Memmi and to Amanda
Bennett by Senator Piccola.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Christopher
Ralph and to John Michael Rodgers by Senator Rafferty.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Bethesda
Children's Home of Meadville by Senator Robbins.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Robert G. Washabaugh by Senator Stout.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Harry W.
Fawkes by Senator Tomlinson.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Master Sergeant Dorothy K. Wise, Isaiah Elisha Seilhamer and to John
Taylor Nance by Senator Vance.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Andrew J.
Machemer, Jr., by Senator Vogel.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Reggie Bryant
by Senator Washington and others.
Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence Zahrobsky by Senator D. White.

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTIONS
The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolutions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:
Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Frederick A. Fanelli, Jr., by Senator Mcllhinney.
Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late John E. Dicken by Senator Tomlinson.
Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Sergeant Joshua Rimer by Senator Vogel.
Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Benjamin Franklin Brown by Senator Williams.

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Fontana.
Senator FONTANA. Mr. President, I have listened to the
debate, discussion, and rhetoric about the budget and the budget
impasse for the last 2 months. I have heard about State workers,
and for the record, Mr. President, I believe that the State workers
should be paid and should have been paid. But I have also heard
about spending numbers, deficits, money differences between
proposed budgets, live within your means, tighten your belt, old
revenues, new revenues, next year's budget, the budget for 2
years from now, and share the pain. I have heard all of that. So
I was wondering, Mr. President, is there another way to balance
this budget with revenue sources that have not been discussed
much or at all?
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The most current expenditure total for the Senate Republican
version of the budget, as reported yesterday, was $27.2 billion.
The Governor's most recent version of the budget has a total
expenditure of $28.6 billion, including the $277 million in cuts
announced on Monday. Simple mathematics, as I have heard
stated a few times here, that is a $1.4 billion difference. So the
billion-dollar question is, Mr. President, how do we make up that
difference?
My constituents have been very clear that they do not want a
personal income tax or even a sales tax increase, and I have not
advocated for either one of them. Those same constituents, however, Mr. President, are advocating for more funding for their
libraries, early childhood programs, public television, the arts,
job training, hospitals, and mental health programs, among others.
Mr. President, an extraction tax on the Marcellus Shale may
only generate $88 million, but that funding can reinstate, for
example, the New Communities Program that provides funding
for the Elm Street and Main Street programs in our municipalities. It could increase Pre-K Counts and the Head Start supplemental line items to the levels proposed by the Governor or restore the grants to the arts. Imposing a tax on smokeless tobacco
may also result in an additional $39 million, but that figure alone
could restore funding to our public libraries. Also, an increase in
the cigarette tax could provide an additional $85 million.
Mr. President, let us talk about the capital stock and franchise
tax. Whether we apply last calendar year's rate of 2.89 mills or
freeze the existing rate of 1.89 mills, we are still talking about
$72 million to $374 million in additional revenue, or something
in the middle. That is enough revenue to provide public television station grants, reestablish job training programs, increase
grants to the students at PHEAA, and increase the funding to our
tourism promotion agencies.
How about talking about closing the Delaware loophole? That
change could result in additional revenues of $200 million, revenue enough to insure that our hospitals have adequate funding
and that we continue to support mental health programs that our
residents rely on.
We all have priorities, Mr. President. There are plenty of
other worthy programs that we could discuss restoring to the
budget, provided that we have the revenue to do so. These are
some of the things that I have pointed out. So let us talk about
these proposals and give our constituents what they need and
what they want. Maybe someone, Mr. President, can tell me why
these revenues were not considered, or maybe they were considered and were rejected. I guess my question is, Mr. President,
why were they rejected, and why are we saying "no" to them now
and delaying this budget further?
Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Hughes.
Senator HUGHES. Mr. President, I rise to raise a point of
information for the Members and anyone who may be paying
attention to our activities here in the Senate.
We have been talking at length for several months now about
our budget situation, about the dollars that exist or do not exist
here in the Commonwealth, about decisions that we make here,
what impact they will have at the local level, what impact they
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will have on the services we provide. The gentleman, my friend,
my colleague from Allegheny County, just talked about potential
new resources and revenues that could be yielded to address our
situation. We talk about how we spend money, how we do not
spend money, and then we talk about the impact of all of these
decisions on our local municipalities, townships, school boards,
counties, whatever local jurisdiction you want to name. We have
talked about it all.
We have a new wrinkle that we can add to the equation today,
Mr. President, and it appears that--I do not know, maybe it is for
political expediency, maybe it is for whatever reason, but it
seems that it is rising face to some of the earlier conversations
that we had with respect to how our decisions impact local municipalities--it appears that the date for the special election to fill
the seat, I believe it is the 24th senatorial seat, the date for the
special election to fill the resignation of our good friend and
colleague, Senator Wonderling, who has retired from this body,
has been set for September 29. September 29 is the date that has
been set.
Now, I am not sure why we do not set the date to coincide
with the general election that appears the first Tuesday in November, which would seem to be the smart thing to do, would
seem to be the thing that would allow for voters to have their say
on a whole number of local and State issues and electoral seats.
But it seems that we have set a date, on September 29, that probably gives rise to political expediency. It does not necessarily
maximize turnout for the folks who reside in that senatorial district. But the thing that we do know is that it is probably going to
cost the local taxpayers of the, I believe, four different counties
who are part of that senatorial district, it is probably going to cost
a total of about a $500,000, all told, when you count up all costs.
And I am not talking about political costs. I am talking about
local taxpayer costs, Mr. President. It is probably going to cost
about $500,000 to local taxpayers to have that election on the
obscure date of September 29.
We are not talking about the first Tuesday in November, when
it would be the most appropriate time to have the election, where
everybody is already set up, the mechanisms are in place, the
local electoral boards are in position, machines and computers
and whatever the counties are using to do their vote-casting is set
where everybody is already focused on a date. We pick a date,
September 29, and forget the political conversation. What we
know is there are going to be hard-and-fast costs that have to be
borne by those counties on that date, a date pulled out of the sky,
September 29, a decision made by this body that will have an
impact on local taxpayers. They are going to have to pay the
costs of that, when the costs were already set in their budgets for
an election on that first Tuesday in November.
It makes no sense. It shows, however, that the decisions that
we make here have an impact on local taxpayers. First, we want
to set an election on some obscure date of September 29, adding
the cost to local taxpayers for them to run the election on that
day, and then in the same conversation, we propose a budget
process and budget discussions that will have further impact on
local taxpayers. It has been reported, that if we move Senate Bill
No. 850, which has been discussed and voted here on this floor,
or if we move House Bill No. 1416, which has been voted and
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discussed on the floor, that local taxpayers will have to pick up
costs that we are not bearing at the State level.
Well, now you have that, you have an election set for September 29, which will cost about $500,000 for local taxpayers. What
message are we sending to our local municipalities? Either we
are going to be helping and supporting them, or we are not going
to be helping them. The decision to have the election on September 29 does not help local taxpayers in their own personal pocketbooks.
Hopefully, we will be through this process by September 29.
Hopefully, we will be finished, and then we can prepare the conversations and negotiations for next year's budget situation for
the following year coming down the pike, because it is also going
to be dramatic then. But what we do know is that September 29,
this obscure date, picked for whatever reason, is going to cost
local taxpayers $500,000 in those counties, the four counties that
make up that senatorial district.
It is inconsistent. It makes no sense. It is inconsistent with all
of the conversation that has occurred here prior to this decision
being made. It is a bad one, and it is not good for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.
Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Ferlo.
Senator FERLO. Mr. President, first of all, I have two birthday recognitions today. Senator LeAnna Washington's
birthday--I will not mention her age. A gentleman never mentions
the age of a prominent woman like the Senator. We wish her a
happy birthday. I think her birthday actually was yesterday. She
is a great lady. Everybody in this Chamber knows that. She has
certainly been a role model and a mentor for so many young
people, especially women. So a special happy birthday to my
colleague, someone who I hope has good health and a long life.
Another significant birthday, Mr. President, is the birth date
of the Federal Medicare program, which is celebrating the 44th
birthday of the Federal passage of Medicare, a very vital human
service healthcare program that I believe even conservatives
would not want to attack or dismantle, a service that has been
provided to so many older Americans for a glorious 44 years.
There is going to be a very large birthday party in Washington,
D.C., tomorrow. Mr. President, we are the only advanced country
in the world that has chosen to leave healthcare to the tender
mercies of a panoply of for-profit businesses whose purpose is to
maximize income and not to provide healthcare, and that is at the
core of the healthcare crisis in America today.
As we celebrate Medicare's 44th birthday, Mr. President, I
think it is important to reflect on the following: that in celebrating Medicare's 44th birthday, we are working at this rally tomorrow by showing Congress and President Obama that many organizations, really the grassroots representatives across the nation,
the union organizations, physician organizations, nurses groups,
faith and religious organizations, Americans of every stripe, support a single-payer system. In essence, the Federal Medicare
system is a single-payer system, a single-payer system that obviously has been much maligned, of late, with tons of propaganda
and disinformation on all sides of the equation. As President
Obama says, "We must build on what works and leave out what
doesn't."
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Medicare has successfully provided care to seniors and people
with disabilities for almost half of a century. Medicare is a truly
American-made system that other healthcare systems around the
world have since been modeled after. With little over 3-percent
administrative overhead, compared to private insurance companies that run 12- to 16-percent administrative overhead, we must
look to this American solution to our healthcare crisis.
The best way to save this system is to expand it and make it
a truly single-payer system by removing the for-profit health
insurance corporations and those for-profit interests. Polls have
consistently shown that public support is clear for a Medicare for
All single-payer system. And in fact, despite the focus and the
attention that is always given to the leadership of the AMA, the
American Medical Association, if you actually poll--and it has
been done--actual physicians, whether they are members of the
AMA, 59 percent of physicians support a single-payer national
healthcare program.
In the face of the inadequate reform to our healthcare system,
we want Congress to make sure our voice is being heard. Unfortunately, the debate on the national healthcare program has centered around very confusing disinformation campaigns. In fact,
there is not even, clearly, a written bill by the Democrats in the
House and the Senate. Even initiatives of maintaining some type
of a public choice in a health delivery plan have now been omitted by the majority-Democratic Senate.
The focus of this rally tomorrow will be a celebration of
Medicare's 44th birthday and support for a single-payer national
healthcare program. There will be a meeting, a rally, beginning
at 9 a.m. Folks will be meeting at the Upper Senate Park--not our
Senate park, Mr. President, but the Senate Park in Washington,
D.C., tomorrow, July 30.
There are a number of speakers. Certainly, Congressman John
Conyers will be speaking as a main advocate and proponent of
the single-payer proposal in House Resolution No. 676, which
now has close to 100 Members of the Congress, including my
Congressman, Mike Doyle, who are in support of that legislation.
I will be privileged to also speak there tomorrow in Washington,
D.C., Mr. President, on behalf of many single-payer residents in
this State who believe we should consider both the State and
national single-payer solutions to our healthcare crisis and the
problem of over 50 million uninsured folks, and even the problem of people who are insured having underinsurance as a result
of conditions imposed by private health insurance companies,
preexisting conditions and the like.
I will also join, tomorrow, with Dr. David Scheiner, who was
the private personal physician for President Obama for the last
22 years, who is an ardent supporter of the single-payer system.
There will be others from public interest organizations, other
elected officials, and other public sector and policy advocates for
single-payers speaking at this rally tomorrow, Mr. President.
Single-payer national health insurance is a system in which a
single public or quasi-public agency organizes healthcare financing, but the delivery of care remains private. This is one of the
misconceptions in all the propaganda that has been put out by
opponents. They keep referring to the single-payer system as
somehow socialized medicine, that it is a national health service.
It is nothing of the sort. It is a single-payer financing system
where payments are made without the profit motive to all provid-
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ers. Private choice, whether it be physicians or doctors, continue
to be private. It is not something socialized. It is not something
dictated by government. So I wish that there would be an honest
debate and discourse on the single-payer system and its elements
in the national media and among those, regardless of their political or ideological views.
I find it disheartening that the Democratic Congress refuses to
ask the Congressional Budget Office for an analysis on the single-payer plan. The CBO has commented on this dysfunctional
plan that the Democratic Majority has put forward in the House
and in the Senate, but if they want to have a true debate and a
logical discourse in this nation on how we resolve the healthcare
crisis, they cannot ignore the single-payer rational financing plan
that is present in House Resolution No. 676.
Currently, the United States healthcare system is outrageously
expensive. We all know that, and it is inadequate. Despite spending more than twice as much as the rest of the industrialized nations--over $7,129 per capita for every mar:, woman, and child in
this country--the United States, honestly, performs quite poorly,
in comparison, on major health indicators, such as life expectancy, infant mortality, and immunization rates.
So even though we are spending billions, and we keep touting
that we are the biggest and the best, the actual health indicators
do not show that to other industrialized nations that have single-payer, or even to other countries that have a more progressive
view on the need for prevention and healthcare education. Moreover, the other advanced nations provide comprehensive coverage to their entire populations, while the U.S., as we well know,
Mr. President, leaves close to 50 million „ompletely uninsured
and millions more inadequately covered.
The reason we spend more and get less than the rest of the
world is because we have a patchwork system of for-profit payers. Private insurers necessarily waste healthcare dollars on
things that have nothing to do with care - overhead, underwriting,
billing, sales and marketing departments, as well as huge profits
and exorbitant executive pay. We have healthcare insurance professionals and administrators making $20 million or $30 million
a year, let alone golden parachutes. To me, that is reprehensible.
I have no objection to them making that in the private sector if
they want to sell Cadillacs, diamond rings, or become industrialists, but why we let that go on continually in this country on
something as vital and basic as the need for healthcare--I find I
am continually perplexed on that issue, Mr. President. Doctors
and hospitals must maintain costly administrative staffs to deal
with the bureaucracy.
You know, I was recently at a physic-an's office, and there
were four workers who never looked up from the counter. They
were busy, basically doing auditing, medical billing, and filling
out forms for a variety of insurance companies. There were 20
people in the waiting room, including myself.
Unfortunately, a woman, who was in a wheelchair, who
clearly came from one of the nursing homes in the area, was just
dropped off there by a driver from the nursing home. No one
even looked up from that counter to ask the woman who she was
or whether she was there for an appointment. Unfortunately, she
had severe medical conditions and really was not able to communicate. And she sat there as I was waiting for my doctor.
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Finally, I had to go over to the woman in the wheelchair and
talk to her, because she had pretty much been dumped there. Lo
and behold, she was left there, and she was in the wrong doctor's
office. She was in the wrong building in the Allegheny General
Hospital system, and people were sitting there doing their medical billing. I got upset. I was able to figure out, through 911,
what nursing home she came from in the North Hills region and
got her back to the appropriate building at Allegheny General
Hospital.
I am just using that because there are a million stories like that
in the naked city, Mr. President, about the horrendous care that
we receive in the system in this country, due directly to the profit
motive. This is reprehensible, it needs to be changed, and the
single-payer system offers an alternative.
Combined, this needless administration consumes one-third,
or 31 percent, of American health dollars. Single-payer financing
is the only way to recapture this wasted money. The potential
savings on paperwork, more than $350 billion per year, are
enough to provide comprehensive coverage to everyone, without
paying any more than we do presently.
Under a single-payer system, Mr. President, all Americans
will be covered for all medically necessary services, including
their right to choose and go to a private physician, be it primary,
secondary, or tertiary care, hospital services, preventative care,
long-term care, mental health, reproductive healthcare, dental,
vision--things that are never covered, mostly, by private insurance--prescription drugs, and medical supply costs.
Patients would regain free choice of doctor and hospital, and
doctors would regain autonomy over patient care. Physicians
would be paid fee-for-service, as they are currently, under the
Medicare system, and there would be a negotiated formula to
receive that salary from a hospital, or a nonprofit HMO, or a
group practice, whatever the choice is of that private citizen, who
is going to make a private choice about his or her healthcare.
Hospitals would receive a global budget for operating expenses.
Health facilities and expensive equipment purchases would be
managed by regional health planning boards.
Even in the Pittsburgh area, we see, yet again, the powerhouse, UPMC, building a major $400-, $500-, $600-million hospital at the turnpike entrance in Monroeville, which is completely
unnecessary in terms of beds and medical capacity. It is going to
raise the insurance premiums of every resident throughout southwestern Pennsylvania, and will be especially devastating to small
businesses in the region, who are suffering right now with extremely high medical premiums for no services.
A single-payer system would be financed by eliminating the
private health insurance corporations and recapturing these administrative costs. Yes, there would be taxes; modest new taxes
would replace premiums. Right now, we pay premiums out of
pocket. You would have a rational, fair system of taxes that
would replace premiums and out-of-pocket payments, currently
paid by individuals and businesses, as well as local and State
governments. Costs would be controlled, Mr. President, through
negotiated fees, global budgeting, and bulk purchasing.
It is reprehensible that even the passage of Medicare Part D,
unlike the VA system in this country, where the Federal government has the ability to buy pharmaceuticals at a wholesale price--
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that was explicitly precluded in the language of the Medicare
Part D legislation, again, costing the American taxpayers billions
of dollars for the same drug and pharmacy prescription that the
VA hospital system buys in bulk at a significant cost of 30- and
40-percent less money.
I mean, when are we going to get real in this country about
how we can resolve the healthcare system? The single-payer plan
is logical, it is efficient, and it is appropriate to be part of a national debate. Mr. President, I urge all my constituents to please
learn more about the single-payer system.
If you are watching C-SPAN tomorrow and you want to hone
in on the debate and the dialogue at this rally at the Upper Senate
Park, it begins at 1 p.m. I would encourage anybody who is at a
computer or goes on the Internet at the library to just type in the
words "single-payer healthcare," and you will come up with thousands of sites and educational articles.
There is an excellent, Mr. President--and I will close--there is
an excellent 25-minute video news interview by Bill Moyers of
two physicians, one physician and another healthcare policy advocate, very prestigious individuals with very important credentials, including one who is the former editor of The New England
Journal of Medicine. It is an excellent interview, and I encourage
folks to get on the Internet right now, as I speak, and go to Bill
Moyer's journal and look up that 25-minute video, the discussion
of the national healthcare crisis.
More importantly, it is a brief discussion about what is going
on in the Congress right now. Most Americans, unless you are an
insider lobbyist, are very confused about what is actually being
presented by either the Obama administration or others in the
Congress. I encourage you to view this video and learn a little bit
more about these issues. Again, there are any number of educational articles about the single-payer system and a lot of facts and
figures that are clearly defensible about what we need to do to
radically and fundamentally alter the healthcare nonsystem that
we have.
In closing, Mr. President, please be aware of paid commercials. You know, anytime you now see Harry and Louise commercials--in the Clinton years, they were used to trash any notion
of a comprehensive healthcare plan. Now, they have come back,
and they are being financed by Big Pharmacy. You have to
scratch your head. If Big Pharmacy is supporting some Democratic healthcare plan, you had better hold on to your wallets and
your pocketbooks and be concerned.
Please do not be an idiot. Do not be dumb. If you see commercials, do not believe everything you see. Learn who is sponsoring and paying for those millions of dollars of ads. And, Mr.
President, if the health insurance corporations and the drug pharmacy corporations are helping to pay for those commercials, then
those commercials, fundamentally, are disinformation campaigns,
not in any way advancing the need for radical reform in our
healthcare system and the need to truly make a system that provides healthcare as a right and not a privilege.
Thank you, Mr. President.
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RECESS
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Allegheny, Senator Orie.
Senator ORIE. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do now
recess until Monday, August 3, 2009, at 2 p.m., Eastern Daylight
Saving Time, unless sooner recalled by the President pro tempore.
The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The Senate recessed at 11:38 a.m., Eastern Daylight Saving
Time.

