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SESSION OF 2009 193RD OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 57

SENATE

WEDNESDAY, July 15, 2009

The Senate met at 1 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time.

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Joseph B. Scarnati III)
in the Chair.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend RUTH FOUST, of The House of
Prayer, East Berlin, offered the following prayer:

Dear Heavenly Father, we come before Your throne in heaven
today and we honor Your holy name. We give You praise and
thanksgiving for the United States of America, and especially for
this State of Pennsylvania. We give You thanks and praise for
these State workers who are assembled here this afternoon. We
join together here this afternoon to petition You, Father in
heaven, in the name of Your son, Jesus, to show us Your mercy
and Your love, to heal our weariness and uphold our hope and
strengthen our faith, that we might live ever mindful of Your
justice and thankful for Your blessing.

Father, we make our earnest prayer that You will keep the
United States, and especially the State of Pennsylvania, in Your
protection, that You will incline the hearts of the citizens of
Pennsylvania to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience
to government and entertain a brotherly affection and love for
one another and for their fellow citizens of the United States.

Father, we pray for these State workers gathered today and for
the business of the day, that they will be given wisdom, guidance,
and prudence to do their duty in the true spirit of this great peo-
ple. We pray that our concerns shall be for all the people, regard-
less of station, race, or calling. May cooperation be permitted
and be the mutual aim of those who, under the concept of Your
constitution, hold to deferring political beliefs so that all may
work for the good of our beloved State and for Your glory.

We bow our heads and our hearts, thanking You for Your love
for us in sending Your son, Jesus, to be our Savior. Accept our
thanks for the peace that yields this day and the shared faith that
makes its continuance likely. Make us strong to do Your work,
willing to heed and hear Your will. And may our Governor
Rendell and our State workers use power to help people. Thank
You for the power to not advance our own purposes or to make
a show in the world or a name, but to use power to serve people
and to serve You.

In Your word, in the book of Luke, You said that if we have
faith, we can ask, and it will be given to us; we can seek, and we

shall find; we can knock, and it shall be opened unto us. Help us
to remember these things, we ask, in the name of Jesus, our Sav-
ior and resurrected Lord. Amen.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Reverend Foust, who is
the guest today of Senator Alloway.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.)

HOUSE MESSAGES

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE AMENDMENTS
TO HOUSE BILL

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed the Sen-
ate that the House has concurred in amendments made by the
Senate to HB 92.

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE BILL

The Clerk of the House of Representatives returned to the
Senate SB 142, with the information the House has passed the
same without amendments.

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed the Sen-
ate that the House has concurred in the resolution from the Sen-
ate, entitled:

Weekly recess.

BILLS SIGNED

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Joseph B. Scarnati
III) in the presence of the Senate signed the following bills:

SB 142, HB 92 and HB 263.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SECRETARY

The SECRETARY. Consent has been given for the Commit-
tee on Finance to meet during today's Session to consider Senate
Bills No. 918, 952 and 953.
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BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator D. WHITE, from the Committee on Banking and
Insurance, reported the following bills:

SB 381 (Pr. No. 379)

An Act amending the act of June 18, 1984 (P.L.391, No.82), known
as the Continuing-Care Provider Registration and Disclosure Act, fur-
ther providing for investigations and subpoenas and for audits.

SB 493 (Pr. No. 1310) (Amended)

An Act amending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284),
known as The Insurance Company Law of 1921, further providing for
definitions, for acting for or aiding nonadmitted insurers, for require-
ments for eligible surplus lines insurers, for other nonadmitted insurers,
for surplus lines licensee's duty to notify insured, for declarations, for
surplus lines advisory organizations, for evidence of insurance, for
effect of payment to surplus lines licensee, for licensing of surplus lines
licensee, for surplus lines licensee's acceptance of business from bro-
kers, for records of surplus lines licensees, for monthly reports, for
surplus lines tax, for tax on independently procured insurance, for sus-
pension, revocation or nonrenewal of surplus lines licensee's license and
for penalties; and providing for compliance.

SB 1002 (Pr. No. 1259)

An Act amending the act of June 26, 2001 (P.L.755, No.77), known
as the Tobacco Settlement Act, further providing for adult basic cover-
age insurance program.

HB 1654 (Pr. No. 2448) (Amended)

An Act amending Title 7 (Banks and Banking) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, in mortgage loan industry licensure and con-
sumer protection, further providing for scope, for definitions, for license
requirements, for exceptions to license requirements, for general re-
quirements, for powers of licensees in mortgage loan business, for mort-
gage lending authority and for license applications; providing for
prelicensing and continuing education; further providing for license
fees, for license issuance, for licensee requirements, for administration
and for sanctions; and providing for procedure for determination of
noncompliance with Federal law.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Argall.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Argall. Without objection, the leave
will be granted.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
JOURNAL APPROVED

The PRESIDENT. The Journal of the Session of July 2, 2009,
is now in print.

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the Session of July
2, 2009.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that further reading
of the Journal be dispensed with and that the Journal be ap-
proved.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-50

Alloway Ferlo O'Pake Vance
Argall Folmer One Vogel
Baker Fontana Piccola Ward
Boscola Gordner Pileggi Washington
Browne Greenleaf Pippy Waugh
Brubaker Hughes Rafferty White, Donald
Corman Kasunic Robbins White, Mary Jo
Costa Kitchen Scarnati Williams
Dinniman Leach Smucker Wonderling
Earll Logan Stack Wozniak
Eichelberger Mcllhinney Stout Yaw
Erickson Mellow Tartaglione
Farnese Musto Tomlinson

NAY-0

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question
was determined in the affirmative.

The PRESIDENT. The Journal is approved.

PERMISSION TO ADDRESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.

Senator MELLOW. Mr. President, it was brought to my atten-
tion today, in a discussion that I had with one of our senior Mem-
bers of the Senate, that on Saturday, July 18, 2009, it will be the
50th wedding anniversary of Barry and Lenore Stout.

Now, Mr. President, Senator Stout came to the General As-
sembly basically around the same time that I did. He and his
wife, Lenore, are the parents of five daughters and one son. They
have 14 grandchildren. Of the 14 grandchildren, he has 12 grand-
sons. So he has two basketball teams and two reserves on the
basketball teams with the boys only, and he also has two lovely
granddaughters. And on Sunday of this week, his family is going
to have a big family dinner honoring Barry Stout and his lovely
wife, Lenore, on their 50th wedding anniversary.

I would like to ask our Members if we could give a cordial
congratulations to Senator Stout and his lovely wife on their 50th
wedding anniversary.

(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Washington, Senator Stout.
Senator STOUT. Thank you, Mr. President, and I thank Sena-

tor Mellow for those remarks and for the recognition from my
colleagues. When I made that decision on July 18, 1959, if I
knew I was going to be here for the budget, I would have sched-
uled the wedding for September.

But we have been very blessed. My wife and I have 5 wonder-
ful daughters, a wonderful son, and 14 grandchildren. So her job
is to remember the birthdays. I just pay for the gifts. But no, it is
a very good family unit. I have been blessed with a good family,
and I have benefitted, and it has enabled me to serve here in the
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legislature for this period of time. I am very proud of my family,
and I look forward to being with them this weekend.

So I can take a legislative leave if you want to vote me for
something; I am taking personal leave for this weekend. Thank
you. I appreciate it.

(Applause.)

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
GUESTS OF SENATOR LISA M. BOSCOLA

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Northampton, Senator Boscola.

Senator BOSCOLA. Mr. President, I am very honored to have
some really great interns working for me this summer in my
Bethlehem district office. I really try to give my students
real-world and hands-on experience, and they have been busy
learning how to help the people of the 18th Senatorial District.
Constituent casework, legislative research, and constituent out-
reach is what they have excelled in, and I want to thank them for
all their dedication throughout this summer to help the people in
the 18th Senatorial District.

The first intern I would like to introduce is Tessa Houston.
Tessa is currently attending the University of West Virginia. She
is majoring in multi-disciplinary studies, those concentrations
being Spanish, public relations, and leadership studies. Aside
from the local community work that she does through her soror-
ity at West Virginia, she has been active with her student union
and has given a great deal back to her university.

Another intern I would like to introduce is Dylan Kmetz.
Dylan is special. He has been with us for--this is the second time,
the second internship this year--well, not this year, last year, too.
He just finished up his junior year of high school. I am really
good friends with his parents, so I think of him very affection-
ately. He is extremely interested in studying law, and Dylan has
a very promising future ahead of him, and I wish him nothing but
the best. I think that because he is interning, that is just the start
of a good career for him.

Also with us is Morgan Reibman. Morgan is currently attend-
ing Lafayette College in Easton, and she is seeking her bachelor's
degree in policy studies. Not only has she received the Distin-
guished Congressional Citizenship Award in 2008, but she is also
an AP scholar and enjoys playing tennis in her spare time. Mor-
gan was a Moravian Academy scholar-athlete in 2007.

Kelsey O'Connell, another intern of mine, with whom I am
best friends with her parents, has brought many contributions to
my office this summer. The interesting thing about Kelsey is that
she is not in the political science field. Actually, she is not even
studying government. She is actually a music major at
Susquehanna University, and through her studies, is hoping to
become an effective music teacher. She has demonstrated great
communication skills in my office and deals with constituents on
a daily basis.

We also have Hannah Schwarzbach with us, who has taken
a keen interest in the operations of our State government. Of
course, this is a special year for her internship since we do not
have a budget passed yet, so it is kind of special for her to see
how we operate. Hannah is a high school student who attends

Liberty High School in Bethlehem. She has been the student
representative to the Bethlehem Area School District's board. In
a very selfless act, she also spearheaded a local campaign, a pro-
gram called the Winter Warmth Campaign, which is a grassroots
initiative that has collected and distributed thousands of coats to
the less fortunate in our community.

I am very proud to have these wonderful interns. They are
very special to me. They work very hard, and I appreciate all
their hard work. I hope that the Senate will give them its usual
warm welcome.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Boscola
please rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)

GUEST OF SENATOR JOHN C. RAFFERTY
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montgomery, Senator Rafferty.

Senator RAFFERTY. Mr. President, it is a distinct privilege
to introduce to the Members of the Senate a young man who is
interning for me in my Chester County office.

I met him a few years ago when Chris, through his dedication,
hard work, and perseverance, earned the rank of Eagle Scout. I
had the opportunity to be at his Eagle Court of Honor, and I
struck up a friendship with him then and kept in touch with him
over the years. Chris is interning at the Chester County office. He
lives in Upper Uwchlan Township, Chester County. His parents
are Robert and Lorraine Mulhall. Chris is a graduate of Bishop
Shanahan High School and is entering his senior year at Penn
State, where he is majoring in politics. He is an avid follower of
politics, both at the local level and internationally. He aspires,
one day, to enter into the arena of political life and to serve the
community in which he lives, and possibly the Commonwealth,
or even possibly the United States, in elected office. He is a fine
young gentleman, and he has been a tremendous help to me in the
district office and to my staff. With us being here in Harrisburg,
that much more of the burden has fallen on Chris and those man-
ning the district offices.

So I would like to take this opportunity to introduce Chris to
the Members of the Senate and ask for our traditional warm wel-
come in welcoming Chris Mulhall here to the Senate of Pennsyl-
vania.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. Would the guest of Senator Rafferty please

rise to be welcomed by the Senate.
(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR KIM L. WARD
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Westmoreland, Senator Ward.

Senator WARD. Mr. President, I am very happy and honored
today to introduce some very special guests to Harrisburg. These
folks are not just here today to visit, but they are here on a mis-
sion. These people are part of the United Tea Party Patriots
movement and are here representing thousands and thousands of
Pennsylvanians and people throughout the country who have



YEA-50

Alloway Ferlo O'Pake Vance
Argall Folmer One Vogel
Baker Fontana Piccola Ward
Boscola Gordner Pileggi Washington
Browne Greenleaf Pippy Waugh
Brubaker Hughes Rafferty White, Donald
Corman Kasunic Robbins White, Mary Jo
Costa Kitchen Scarnati Williams
Dinniman Leach Smucker Wonderling
Earll Logan Stack Wozniak
Eichelberger Mcllhinney Stout Yaw
Erickson Mellow Tartaglione
Farnese Musto Tomlinson
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said, enough. We do not want government to raise our taxes any-
more, and we want them to stay out of our lives as much as possi-
ble.

They are here today to visit legislators and let their voices be
heard. And it is a great privilege for me to introduce these won-
derful people from my district.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Ward please
rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request a recess of the
Senate for purposes, first, of a meeting of the Committee on Fi-
nance, to be held in the Rules room immediately, to be followed
by a Republican caucus, to be held in the Majority Caucus
Room.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.

Senator MELLOW. Mr. President, I request that the Demo-
cratic Members report to our caucus room upon the conclusion
of the meeting of the Committee on Finance.

The PRESIDENT. For purposes of a meeting of the Commit-
tee on Finance to be held in the Rules room, to be followed by
Republican and Democratic caucuses, without objection, the
Senate stands in recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request a legislative leave
for Senator Piccola.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests a legislative leave
for Senator Piccola. Without objection, the leave will be granted.

CALENDAR

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 491 (Pr. No. 1307) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
approval of the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs and the
Governor, to grant and convey, at a price to be determined through a
competitive bid process, certain lands, buildings and improvements
situate in the City of Oil City, Venango County.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-50

Alloway Ferlo O'Pake Vance
Argall Folmer One Vogel
Baker Fontana Piccola Ward
Boscola Gordner Pileggi Washington
Browne Greenleaf Pippy Waugh
Brubaker Hughes Rafferty White, Donald
Corman Kasunic Robbins White, Mary Jo
Costa Kitchen Scarnati Williams
Dinniman Leach Smucker Wonderling
Earll Logan Stack Wozniak
Eichelberger Mcllhinney Stout Yaw
Erickson Mellow Tartaglione
Farnese Musto Tomlinson

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

SB 492 (Pr. No. 1308) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
approval of the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs and the
Governor, to grant and convey, at a price to be determined through a
competitive bid process, certain lands, buildings and improvements
situate in the Second Ward of the City of Corry, Erie County.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

NAY-0
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A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

HB 703 (Pr. No. 776) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of January 24, 1966 (1965 P.L.1527,
No.535), known as the Landscape Architects' Registration Law, further
providing for application for license and qualifications and experience
requirements of applicants and for continuing education.

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-48

Alloway Ferlo O'Pake Tomlinson
Argall Fontana One Vance
Baker Gordner Piccola Vogel
Boscola Greenleaf Pileggi Ward
Browne Hughes Pippy Washington
Brubaker Kasunic Rafferty Waugh
Corman Kitchen Robbins White, Donald
Costa Leach Scamati White, Mary Jo
Dinniman Logan Smucker Williams
Earll Mcllhinney Stack Wonderling
Erickson Mellow Stout Wozniak
Famese Musto Tartaglione Yaw

NAY-2

Eichelberger Folmer

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same without amendments.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 746 and SB 925 -- Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILLS REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS
AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 1 (Pr. No. 1303) -- The Senate proceeded to consideration
of the bill, entitled:

An Act establishing the Legislative Fiscal Office and providing for
its powers and duties; and making a related repeal.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

SB 107 (Pr. No. 1304) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act requiring the posting of certain governmental salary infor-
mation on the Internet.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS

AMENDED OVER IN ORDER

SB 284 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

HB 39 (Pr. No. 2058) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, further providing for cruelty to animals.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

HB 115, HB 222, SB 282 and SB 303 -- Without objection,
the bills were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

HB 348 (Pr. No. 379) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
approval of the Governor, to grant and convey to the Waymart Area
Historical Society, or its assigns, certain land, buildings and improve-
ments situate in the Township of Canaan, Wayne County.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

HB 372, HB 416, SB 441, HB 485, HB 602 and SB 607 --
Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the
request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 693 (Pr. No. 772) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:



MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF
ALLENTOWN STATE HOSPITAL

May 11, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Richard C. Kuklentz, Jr., R.R. 3, Box
3298-A, Saylorsburg 18353, Monroe County, Sixteenth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Board of Trustees of Allen-
town State Hospital, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2011,
and until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice John Berrier,
Allentown, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

June 24, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Caroline Allen, 6422 Taunton Road,
Harrisburg 17111, Dauphin County, Fifteenth Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Coun-
cil on the Arts, to serve until July 1, 2010, and until her successor is
appointed and qualified, vice Adrienne Snelling, Fogelsville, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

June 10, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Susan Goldberg, 224 West
Rittenhouse Square, Unit 2006, Philadelphia 19103, Philadelphia
County, First Senatorial District, for reappointment as a member of the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, to serve until July
1, 2012, and until her successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF
PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL ON THE ARTS

June 10, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
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An Act amending Title 74 (Transportation) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, providing for transportation infrastructure part-
nership and development.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

SB 896 (Pr. No. 1083) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 65 (Public Officers) of the Pennsylvania
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for registration fees, fund es-
tablished, system and regulations.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 900, SB 954, SB 968, SB 971 and HB 1607 -- Without
objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the request
of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
AND REREFERRED

HB 1648 (Pr. No. 2294) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act establishing a joint legislative, executive and judicial com-
mission on juvenile justice.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill just considered was rereferred to the Committee on
Appropriations.

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion was made by Senator ROBBINS,
That the Senate do now resolve itself into Executive Session

for the purpose of considering certain nominations made by the
Governor.

Which was agreed to by voice vote.

NOMINATIONS TAKEN FROM THE TABLE

Senator ROBBINS. Mr. President, I call from the table certain
nominations and ask for their consideration.

The Clerk read the nominations as follows:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Karen Farmer White, 406 Landon
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Gate, Pittsburgh 15238, Allegheny County, Thirty-eighth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania Council on the Arts, to serve until July 1, 2010, and until her
successor is appointed and qualified, vice Nancy Washington, Pitts-
burgh, whose term expired.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

May 12, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Charles P. Bednarik, 6379 Winding
Road, R.D. 4, Box 30, Coopersburg 18036, Lehigh County, Twenty-
fourth Senatorial District, for reappointment as a member of the State
Athletic Commission, to serve for a term of four years and until his
successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION

May 12, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Andrew DePaolo, 107 Evandale
Drive, Pittsburgh 15220, Allegheny County, Forty-second Senatorial
District, for reappointment as a member of the State Athletic Commis-
sion, to serve for a term of four years and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA
GAME COMMISSION

June 3, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Ralph Anthony Martone (District 1),
1611 Old Butler Road, New Castle 16101, Lawrence County, Forty-
seventh Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the Penn-
sylvania Game Commission, to serve until October 16, 2014, or until
his successor is appointed and qualified, but not longer than six months
beyond that period, vice H. Daniel Hill, Erie, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD
OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS

June 10, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Edward J. Rak (Public Member),
3222 Sundale Drive, Glenshaw 15116, Allegheny County, Fortieth
Senatorial District, for reappointment as a member of the State Board
of Landscape Architects, to serve for a term of three years and until his
successor is appointed and qualified, but not longer than six months
beyond that period.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD OF NURSING

June 8, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Kathleen M. Dwyer, 4204 D Society
Park Court, Harrisburg 17109, Dauphin County, Fifteenth Senatorial
District, for reappointment as a member of the State Board of Nursing,
to serve for a term of six years or until her successor is appointed and
qualified, but not longer than six months beyond that period.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

On the question,
Will the Senate advise and consent to the nominations?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator ROBBINS and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-50

Alloway Ferlo O'Pake Vance
Argall Folmer One Vogel
Baker Fontana Piccola Ward
Boscola Gordner Pileggi Washington
Browne Greenleaf Pippy Waugh
Brubaker Hughes Rafferty White, Donald
Corman Kasunic Robbins White, Mary Jo
Costa Kitchen Scarnati Williams
Dinniman Leach Smucker Wonderling
Earl! Logan Stack Wozniak
Eichelberger Mcllhinney Stout Yaw
Erickson Mellow Tartaglione
Farnese Musto Tomlinson

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Governor be informed accordingly.

EXECUTIVE SESSION RISES

Senator ROBBINS. Mr. President, I move that the Executive
Session do now rise.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator BROWNIE, from the Committee on Finance, reported
the following bills:
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SB 918 (Pr. No. 1109)

An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Penn-
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, consolidating and amending the Third
Class County Assessment Board Law, The Fourth to Eighth Class and
Selective County Assessment Law and provisions of The County Code
relating to auxiliary board of assessment appeals and assessment of
signs and sign structures; and making related repeals.

SB 952 (Pr. No. 1155)

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing for additions to tax.

SB 953 (Pr. No. 1311) (Amended)

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing for income tax re-
turns.

SENATE RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Senator WONDERLING, by unanimous consent, offered
Senate Resolution No. 154, entitled:

A Resolution honoring and commending the Borough of Emmaus
upon the 250th anniversary of its establishment.

Which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote.

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the follow-
ing resolutions, which were read, considered, and adopted by
voice vote:

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mabel V.
Wilson by Senator Farnese.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Griswold
Special Care of Berks County by Senator O'Pake.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ryan Smith
and to Michael A. Motta by Senator Orie.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Zachary D.
Willard by Senator Pippy.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Michael Paul
Keefe by Senator Rafferty.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Corrigan Rob-
ert Farley by Senator Vance.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Christopher
R. Barner by Senator Ward.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Tyler S.
Dreisbach by Senator Waugh.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Pearl Hilley
by Senator Williams.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Reverends
Stephen and Nancy Parr, Mr. and Mrs. Ronald G. Bryan and to
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Tallman by Senator Yaw.

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION

Senator BRUBAKER. Mr. President, I move that the Senate
do now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from com-
mittees for the first time at today's Session.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The bills were as follows:

SB 381, SB 493, SB 918, SB 952, SB 953, SB 1002 and HB
1654.

And said bills having been considered for the first time,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider-

ation.

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Allegheny, Senator Orie.

Senator ORIE. Mr. President, yesterday, when I heard the
gentleman from Philadelphia indicate how much he admired and
respected President Reagan and said he was one of the greatest
orators of our time, the quote I thought he would attribute to him
was former President Reagan's view of government when he said,
"The government's view of the economy could be summed up in
a few short phrases: If it moves, tax it. If it keeps moving, regu-
late it. And if it stops moving, subsidize it."

That is what we are looking at here, Mr. President, with what
we are facing in Pennsylvania, a $3.2 billion deficit, and the
Governor and the House Democrats want to spend more than we
have. While working families are doing all they can to make ends
meet in this difficult economy, the Governor wants to increase
their taxes by 16 percent.

It is ironic that in February, the Governor trumpeted his bud-
get by announcing the following: no broad-based tax increases
for individuals, and business taxes will also be cut by another
$400 million. He said, "The budget that I propose today is de-
signed to keep Pennsylvanians working, put more residents to
work, relieve the impact of the recession on hard-working fami-
lies and keep down the cost of state government. My budget does
not require a tax increase on families, it does not require a per-
sonal tax increase, a state sales tax increase or an increase in
business taxes."

Unfortunately, these words rang hollow in June, as the Gover-
nor proposed a staggering 16-percent increase in the PIT. He also
called for a rollback in the capital stock and franchise tax in addi-
tion to his proposed county sales tax and taxes on the Marcellus
Shale, cigarettes, cigars, and smokeless tobacco.

Like I said, this is an economy that has made crafting a budget
difficult, but it certainly is not impossible. This budget is like
going to the grocery store and stuffing the cart with everything
you want, only to find out at the register that it costs $100 and
you only have $50. The store is not going to give you that $50.
Instead, you have to make decisions and put back what you truly
can live without. That, in essence, is what we did in Senate Bill
No. 850. We looked at the 2008-09 budget and went over it line
by line, determining what we could put back on the shelf.

For many programs, cuts were simply the elimination of va-
cant positions. For example, if a program authorized staffing at
100 positions, but over the course of the year, only 90 positions
were filled, Senate Bill No. 850 would fund that program at 90
positions. To be clear, there were programs that I support and
strongly support that were cut. The truth is that we cannot afford
these programs in these tough times. It is my hope that once this
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economy rebounds, we can talk about restoring funds - in other
words, temporary cuts instead of these temporary taxes.

Ultimately, the Senate put forth a budget in Senate Bill No.
850 that controlled spending without raising taxes. Additionally,
our process and vote on the budget was done in the light of day.
Despite the incessant attacks and outright lies made by this ad-
ministration, my constituents get it. I have received thousands of
e-mails and contacts opposing any tax increases. To be fair, to
date, I have received eight contacts to support tax increases. But
it is not the polls or what is popular that drives me. It is the intent
to produce a budget that does the right thing: living within our
means without raising taxes on hardworking families.

Mr. President, it is July 15, 70 days since the Senate passed its
budget plan without the House taking any meaningful action, and
I repeat, no meaningful action on a budget. Last week, the House
Democratic leadership announced that it was going to reject the
Governor's PIT increase--at least for now--and instead take up
Senate Bill No. 850. Now, on the surface, the House Democrats'
realization was that they did not have enough votes for a PIT
increase, and their stated desire to save State workers from
payless workdays sounded like they truly had everyone's best
interest at heart. But we soon learned that the House Democratic
leadership's magic solution was simply to waste more time by
eliminating all higher education funding. If they truly believed in
eliminating higher education, fine, that is their position. But it is
my understanding that this is merely a ploy, 70 days later, to try
to get the Senate Republicans to agree to a tax increase.

I probably would say a couple of other words to describe this
proposal, but my colleague from the other side of the aisle from
Philadelphia said it best yesterday when he said, to hold hostage
our major universities, it is a shame. This is crazy.

On top of this, the House plan would increase spending by the
tune of $300 million over the Governor's plan. Again, this is
completely absurd, to spend more, even more than the Governor,
at a time when we are facing this type of a deficit. For the past
few months, we have called on the House to put forth a proposal,
be it within the confines of Senate Bill No. 850 or the Governor's
tax increase plan. Just tell us where you stand. Well, what their
budget scheme tells us is that they care more about playing
games with so many people's lives rather than doing the people's
business.

Our Constitution states, and it is clear, that all tax bills are to
originate in the House. If the House Democratic leadership truly
supports a tax increase, put up that vote, let the voters see, and
look at what they have in mind. If not, stop playing games with
people's lives. Unfortunately, they did not work with the House
Republicans, who came out with a revised budget proposal that
would not increase taxes, that government would live within its
means and fund core services. With the $3.2 billion deficit, this
budget is not easy, but we can do this budget together without
new taxes. The core principles that we are standing by are princi-
ples that families live by every day.

But I think it is very important to recognize the House Repub-
licans, the Blue Dog Democrats in the House Democratic Cau-
cus, and at least the one Pink Dog Democrat, as she called herself
yesterday, the Senator from Northampton County, that they have
stuck together to avert a tax increase that would further cripple
our economy, much like what happened in 1991. And despite

what the Minority Leader indicated last week by saying that the
1991 tax increase was a good thing, the PIT increase, the capital
stock and franchise tax increase, the corporate net income tax
increase, if you look at it today, we are still digging ourselves out
of those taxes. Our State and local tax burden ranks 11th. It is the
11th highest in the nation. In 1990, we were 24th. We are the
34th best in State competitiveness, with 1st being the best. ALEC
puts us at 37th on economic outlook and 44th on economic per-
formance. Chief Executive, the CEO magazine, lists PA as the
37th best State to do business in, and the Alliance for Worker
Freedom gives us an "F." We are tied with the worst in the coun-
try.

It is important to counter the claim that this Governor has
made that we have the second lowest PIT income tax. To quote
one of the columnists from today's paper in Philadelphia, John
Baer, he wrote: "...among states with an income tax, only six
others levy a flat tax like ours. We are second-lowest among the
seven, behind Illinois. But among states with a graduated income
tax, 25 have low-end rates lower than our 3.07 percent flat rate."
So let us set that record straight once and for all.

Albert Einstein coined the famous quote: insanity is "doing
the same thing over and over again and expecting different re-
sults." We cannot continue to raise taxes on working families
every time this economy slows. For once, we ought to try to live
within our means and, for once, just see what those results are for
Pennsylvania.

In the House Democratic leadership press conference last
week, their chairman of the Committee on Appropriations as-
sailed the Senate Republican strategy of no taxes as not the nor-
mal negotiating strategy. Well, I, for one, am not going to apolo-
gize for not negotiating on taxes at a budget table. The days of
negotiating tax increases behind closed doors are over. This is
the first time I have been at the budget table, and one of the
things that I believe the Senate Republicans have tried to do is
make this process as open and as transparent as possible. And
our public stance of no new taxes, encompassed in Senate Bill
No. 850, is the same, whether we speak with the Governor or
with the House Democrats.

It is my hope that eventually, this Governor and the House
Democratic leadership will understand that we can control spend-
ing without raising taxes, whether it is Senate Bill No. 850--even
if it needs an additional $1.5 billion, I think the House Republi-
cans have shown a way. The House Republicans managed to find
additional revenues without raising taxes, including a tax am-
nesty proposal, which New Jersey used, and it brought in $500
million, as well as looking at leasing more Marcellus Shale lands.

In this year, we need to think outside of the box. Instead of the
same old taxes, let us look at these types of options. What is
unfortunate about this process is the criticism that keeps coming
from the administration, despite the Governor's plea at the onset
that nobody should be whining. But we will continue to address
each and every one of the half-truths, the false claims, and the
outlandish statements made about this budget, whether it be
about education funding, State Parks, State Troopers, CHIP, or
even sexually violent predators running rampant on our streets.
We are making the core investments that are needed without
mortgaging our future.
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The German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer said, All truth
passes through three stages. First, it is ridiculed. Second, it is
violently opposed. Third, it is accepted as being self-evident."

I am hoping that this Governor finally realizes that taxes are
not the way to go. Two weeks ago, when we sat with the Gover-
nor for over 10 hours, looking line by line through the budget,
even he realized there were areas where more cuts could be
made. In fact, the Governor came out of those meetings support-
ing further cuts without agreeing to more spending.

It is also imperative that we keep this budget as open and
transparent as possible, that working families know exactly what
is contained in this budget well in advance. One tool that would
be extremely helpful is working under the same budget assump-
tions as this Governor. Currently, the Governor's Budget Office
has one set of budget numbers, while the Senate and House have
to work off of different figures. It would be nice to have one
bipartisan body to provide us that information, and through legis-
lation that Senator Browne is championing, I believe this will
provide that necessary transparency and bipartisan effort.

Mr. President, it has been 15 days since the State budget was
due. It is my hope that the House will finally move Senate Bill
No. 850 and look to some of the options the House Republicans
have put forward. And it is my hope that we will continue to
make government more open, more accountable, and make gov-
ernment live within its means. Lastly, I would like to make an-
other quote before I end, and that is from the President himself,
President Obama: "...in an economy like this, the last thing we
should do is raise taxes on the middle class." These words were
not Ronald Reagan's, but rather President Obama's.

Some say the Senate Republicans have been dogmatic and
inflexible, but it is important to hear words from the President
himself as well as the Blue Dog Democrats and some of the
Members here, even in the Caucus on the other side of the aisle,
who say that raising taxes in this economy is wrong.

Mr. President, we must pass a budget this year that controls
spending without raising taxes, and make this process as open
and transparent as possible to the people of Pennsylvania. We all
have that obligation.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Allegheny, Senator Costa.
Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I rise today to make several

points about our State budget that have not gotten much attention
lately but which I believe will help move the negotiations for-
ward if we discuss them more openly.

In much of the public debate generated by those who oppose
Governor Rendell's budget plan, there has been, first, Mr. Presi-
dent, an intense focus on the pain that comes from just one side
of the budget equation, the tax side. Second, there has been a
marked tendency to blame our need for more revenues on Gover-
nor Rendell's spending practices. Third, there has been an unwill-
ingness to honestly examine the impact of our decisions on the
overall Pennsylvania economy.

Mr. President, I believe that all three of these tactics are mis-
guided, and they are hindering our progress. As my colleague
stated, we are 15 days late in sending a budget to the Governor.
It is past time for everyone to face reality. And until we, as

State, face the three realities that I just outlined, we are not going
to be able to resolve the problem anytime soon.

Those on the other side of the aisle have said firmly and re-
peatedly that they will not approve new revenue. But Mr. Presi-
dent, it goes beyond just opposition to the personal income tax.
We have seen an entrenched refusal to consider use of the Rainy
Day Fund or use of such very narrowly defined levies as tobacco
taxes or natural gas extraction taxes that many other States al-
ready impose. Those who hold that position have tried to claim
the mantle of looking out for the taxpayer. But we have an obli-
gation, Mr. President, to look out for all taxpayers, for all Penn-
sylvanians, and there are many out there, taxpayers included,
who are just as concerned about the quality of services that Penn-
sylvania government provides and about human suffering as they
are about raising taxes.

We have seen, many times in this Capitol over the past several
months, several constituents asking us not to abandon them.
When we talk about protecting Pennsylvanians, we are talking
about people who are more than just taxpayers. Pennsylvanians
are people of modest means who have an elderly relative in a
nursing home. Pennsylvanians are veterans who have served our
country in the military and now live in a veterans home. Pennsyl-
vanians are our children who need a good education and a good
environment in which to learn. Pennsylvanians are the mentally
retarded who receive services through the Department of Public
Welfare. Pennsylvanians are State workers whose jobs are at risk,
on the line, because of budget shortfalls and budget delays. Penn-
sylvanians are families who want to take their kids to a State Park
this summer for a nice afternoon. Pennsylvanians are sick folks,
sick people in hospitals, and people who work at the hospitals
that are threatened with closure because of inadequate funding.
Pennsylvanians are people who care about the arts, and whose
jobs depend upon the arts and tourism. Pennsylvanians are peo-
ple protected from crime by the State Police, and the State
Troopers, as we know, are considered government employees.

I could go on and on, hundreds of other examples of people
or groups who benefit from the activities of State government
that is entrusted, that is entrusted to us. All the rhetoric that I hear
from the other side of the aisle indicates that none of that matters
during this budget debate. The message over and over is about
taxes and cutting and belt tightening, all of which are important,
which we stated clearly, all of which are important, but not to be
at the exclusion of everything else.

One of my Republican colleagues, the other day, illustrated
the need for budget cuts with an analogy of walking into a jew-
elry store and looking and wanting to purchase a necklace or a
ring and not being able to buy it because they could not afford it.
Mr. President, in my opinion, that analogy underscores how far
removed some of my colleagues are from the real human pain
being experienced throughout this Commonwealth, which will
only become more severe under some of the budget cuts pro-
jected and proposed by my colleagues.

Mr. President, Senate Republicans hold 30 votes in this
Chamber, and they have every right to represent their constitu-
ents. But they also have to recognize, in my opinion, that other
people also have a voice. Democrats in the House and the Senate
represent some Pennsylvanians, too. Sixty percent of Pennsylva-
nians voted to reelect Governor Rendell 2 1/2 years ago. He, too,
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represents Pennsylvania. If one party in these negotiations insists
on everything it wants and adopts an attitude that its political
supporters are the only people who matter, then we will never get
this budget done. We have to have a balanced approach.

This budget will also remain stalled as long as one party's
objective is casting blame and vilifying one person rather than
achieving a solution. Over and over again, and again today, Re-
publicans have said that we have gotten ourselves into this fiscal
crisis because of Governor Rendell's overspending. Plainly
speaking, Mr. President, that is baloney. Every budget we have
passed since Ed Rendell became Governor in 2003 has been
approved with some Republican votes. Every one.

Governor Rendell inherited a budget deficit when he took
office. But in the first years of his administration, the Governor
and General Assembly worked together and built the Rainy Day
Fund up to $700 million. Why? Because we had budget sur-
pluses. When we passed the budget in July of 2008, again, with
the help of some Republican votes, the spending increase was
less than the rate of inflation. No one, and I repeat, no one, at that
time, foresaw the extreme financial collapse that occurred a few
months later.

That collapse and the dire economic impact on Pennsylvania's
economy was not the fault of Ed Rendell. It was not the fault of
Senate Democrats or House Democrats or Republicans. This
near-depression nationwide came after 8 years of George Bush
economics. And it was caused, in large measure, by a de-
cade-long philosophical move toward deregulation that was ush-
ered in by the iconic conservative Ronald Reagan. We now see
the catastrophic results of unchecked corporate greed, Wall
Street irresponsibility, lax Federal oversight, and a failed Bush
presidency. Republicans want to make this budget fight about
partisan politics and electioneering. But the reality is that this
crisis is not of our making. This crisis is not about overspending.
It is about the revenue deficit that is unmatched in our lifetime,
unmatched in our lifetime, $3.2 billion.

Before asking for new revenues, Governor Rendell cut $2
billion from his budgets. In his last proposal on June 26, he ac-
cepted, in whole or in part, 200 line-item reductions suggested by
Republicans in this Chamber, in Senate Bill No. 850. The budget
is still out of balance. Now, the answer is not simple and clear.
We have to address the revenue shortfall. Yet the other side has
shown no willingness to move. In fact, they trivialize the Demo-
cratic spending reductions as if they never happened.

In doing so, they have ignored the harm that will be done to
the people of this State by deeper and more extreme budget cuts.
I do not just mean the human anguish of the direct victims of the
budget cuts, as bad as that might be. I mean the long-term dam-
age that we are capable of doing to Pennsylvania's future if we
are not careful, if we do not take a balanced approach. If we just
take the approach that cuts are the answer to everything, we will
cost more people their jobs, and we will shrink our economy.

Paul Krugman, a Nobel Prize-winning economist from Prince-
ton University, wrote in a column published last December 29
that America's economic recovery could be slowed by 50 Herbert
Hoovers. Whom was he talking about? Governors. Governors
who were slashing spending during a recession, often at the ex-
pense of the most vulnerable constituents and the nation's eco-
nomic future. Krugman wrote that he understands the fiscal

plight in which States find themselves, but that it would be
"crazy," in his words, to be cutting public services and public
investments now. That was Hoover's approach during the first 3
years of the Depression. Krugman wrote, "It's true that the econ-
omy is currently shrinking. But that's the result of a slump in
private spending. It makes no sense to add to the problem by
cutting public spending, too."

The family budget matters, Mr. President, of course. Of
course it does. But the overall Pennsylvania economy matters as
well, because it affects families. When we weaken it because we
are afraid to make difficult choices in the short run, we hurt our
constituents in the long run. We hurt all of them, all of them, not
just the advocates who rally here at the Capitol building, trying
to protect their funding from the line item, not just State workers
whose jobs are on the line, but all Pennsylvanians, who benefit
in a thriving economy.

Please do not be Herbert Hoovers in these negotiations. Amer-
ica today reveres Franklin Delano Roosevelt, who saved our
economy, not Herbert Hoover, who nearly destroyed it. We have
cut the budget, as we should have. But it is possible to reach a
point where cuts do more harm than good, and we are very, very
close to that point. This State cannot afford to have any of us,
liberal or conservative, stick blindly to an ideological philosophy
for its own sake and be willfully ignorant of the consequences of
our actions.

We have to work this out together. We have to work this out
in a way that balances, that balances the interests of all Pennsyl-
vanians. We have to negotiate. And in a negotiation, no one ever
gets everything that they want. But together, Mr. President, we
have to act to protect our economy and provide for our future
growth.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Centre, Senator Corman.
Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, I enjoyed the remarks of

my colleague from Allegheny County. I suspect they might have
been better suited for next November when we are giving the
Rendell legacy speeches about how wonderful these 8 years have
been. But nevertheless, they are somewhat timely as well. You
know, we are not here to look backward. I voted for many of the
Governor's budgets over the last 6 years. I am not here to say that
this $3.2 billion deficit is his fault. Obviously, there is a dramatic
problem in the economy right now, and that dries up our reve-
nues. So, Mr. President, it is how we move forward which is
critical, not how we look backward. How we move forward is the
critical approach.

Now, my colleague from Allegheny County mentioned that we
are unwilling to compromise, we are unwilling to look at any
revenue whatsoever, we are unwilling to do anything other than
what we have put forward. Well, I know my colleague has heard
me, has heard Senator Pileggi, and has heard you, Mr. President,
say many, many times, we are prepared to compromise. Three
guiding principles -- I am sure he could recite them for you if I
asked him to. Those three guiding principles are: no personal
income tax, no across-the-board taxes. The people of Pennsylva-
nia cannot afford it, do not want it. I feel very comfortable that
the people of Pennsylvania will side with us on that matter, and
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it is not the time, during a recession, to raise taxes, particularly
across-the-board taxes.

Mr. President, the second guiding principle is to spend less
money than we did last year. Mr. President, we are in a recession.
Families are spending less money than they did last year. Busi-
nesses are spending less money than they did last year. Who are
we, at the government level, to say, you know what, we just can-
not do that. We need to go back to the people of Pennsylvania
and the middle class and ask for more money. We cannot make
it with less, so we need more of your money, so we are going to
raise your taxes. We think we can get by and match the services
by spending less money than we did last year.

This is not the past. We are not looking backward, we are
looking forward. We think this is the best way to keep our econ-
omy moving, because part of the problem with our economy, Mr.
President, is that the sales tax is so reduced, and our revenue,
because people are not out consuming. People are not confident
in the economy, so they are not out consuming. Well, taking
more money out of their pockets for State government is not
going to get them to consume more, Mr. President. It is going to
add to their lack of confidence. So, you know, we think that we
need to spend less money than we did last year.

And the final one is something the Governor shares partially,
that it balances in the out-years. The Governor has mentioned
that he wants the budget to balance over the next 2 years, or he
will not sign it. I respect that and agree with him. But the key
here, Mr. President, is the third year, the third year, when the
stimulus money goes away--the $2 billion that will be in our Gen-
eral Fund appropriations next year will be gone in the out-year.
And if we have raised taxes already, if we have spent all of our
one-time sources already, then that third year, there will be a
huge cliff that we are going to need to address. And for the next
Governor, it will be a nice welcoming party for him with this
tremendous deficit.

So these are our guiding principles. There is a lot of room for
negotiations there. We balanced Senate Bill No. 850 back in
early May, not using any one-time sources, not using any reve-
nue, not increasing the personal income tax. Clearly, the deficit
is much larger than it was back in early May, so modifications to
Senate Bill No. 850 need to be made. You, Mr. President, have
spoken on television that you are willing to look at other sources
to begin the discussions, to help balance the budget. We have
said it here numerous times. Again, the only thing we have said
that we will not accept is an across-the-board tax increase.

Now, before we can get to the discussion of some of the other
one-time sources or other revenue that the gentleman wants to
talk about, we have to take the tax increase of the personal in-
come tax off the table, because we are not going to put ourselves
in a position where we negotiate some of these other things, and
the Governor comes in and says, well, I need the personal income
tax as well, so we end up in the position that the Governor has
proposed, which sets up a disaster in the out-years. So we are
certainly willing to have those discussions. We are certainly will-
ing to negotiate that, but not until the Governor and the House
Democrats and everyone takes the personal income tax increase
off the table. It is bad for Pennsylvania, and we just, you know,
do not see a way to move forward until that is completed.

Now, Mr. President, the House has moved somewhat this
week, after having Senate Bill No. 850 for--I think the Senator
from Allegheny County on our side of the aisle said 70 days.
They finally did move and they passed a budget out of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations. You know, watching the House, I sort
of feel like Charlie Brown, you know, when Lucy has the foot-
ball, and she puts it down, and he keeps coming through, and he
wants to go to kick it, and all of a sudden, she pulls the ball
away, and he goes sailing. Watching the House is sort of like
that. You know, we think they are going to pass a budget, and
they pull the ball away. And then we think they are going to pass
a budget again, and they pull the ball away. You know, the third
time, maybe, is the charm.

And they put forth a proposal. It certainly is a creative pro-
posal, one that certainly matches, I guess, the idealism of the
chairman and the committee that wants to actually spend more
money than the Governor. I do not know if that brings us any
closer to a resolution, Mr. President, but it would be nice if they
can pass that this week. You would think if you are going to pass
a spending bill, you might have the courage to pass a revenue bill
along with it, particularly if it calls for an increase in revenue.
Having said that, if they do not, be that as it may, we will take it.
To send a budget over that is out of balance by that level, I think,
would be borderline irresponsible, but nevertheless, we will take
it, because it is movement. It is movement. And then we will
balance it, take a look at it, and see where we can move forward.

So, Mr. President, I do not like being here on July 15 any
more than anybody else. Mr. President, every day, I get up and
say goodbye to my kids and drive to Harrisburg. It is summer,
and I would like to be out in the yard playing kickball or doing
something with my young children rather than be here, that is for
sure. Without question, I am sure everyone would rather be
somewhere else than here. And again, as we will reiterate, we are
prepared to negotiate to get this thing to a resolution. I think the
posturing time is over. I think the time for press conferences is
long gone.

The Governor had another one this week. I am not sure any-
thing was said differently than was said in the 45 other press
conferences he has held. And he is still going around the State,
still on that bandwagon to raise your taxes. Unfortunately for
him, it keeps falling on deaf ears, because as the phone calls
come in, the letters come in, and the e-mails come in, over-
whelmingly, "do raise my taxes." As difficult as that may be, one
of my colleagues said to me today, you know, Senator, are we
going to be able to take care of agriculture? What are we going
to be able to do for agriculture? I said, we are going to take care
of it. We are not going to raise their taxes. And I think that the
best thing we can do for almost all industry in Pennsylvania is
not to raise their taxes.

So we stand--again, there is a lot of room for negotiation in
there. There is a lot of room for compromise in the principles that
we have thrown out. We are certainly willing to talk, but we need
to pull the personal income tax off the table so we can get down
to a real discussion, because there are no votes for it in the
House. That is clear. There are no votes for it here in the Senate,
or at least not many votes for it here in the Senate. So if there are
no votes for it, why are we still talking about it? The only way a
personal income tax can happen is if a handful of legislators go
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into a back room, negotiate a tax increase, and come out and,
quote, "share the pain" amongst the Caucuses so that we can get
a tax increase. You know, I got the memo. The people of Penn-
sylvania were not happy with the way we have operated the last
few years, and we are trying to do things differently, certainly
open to everyone's opinion on where we should go and how we
should move forward. But as some have said, on both sides of the
aisle, we should do it in the light of day.

If they want a personal income tax increase over there, put up
the votes. Put up the votes, send it over, and we will take a look
at it. But they do not have the votes. That is very clear. And so
now, it is time to move off of that issue and come to the compro-
mise that I think we all want and the resolution that we all want.
So we stand ready, on July 15. Hopefully, the House will move
this week on whatever piece of legislation.

We will take it up, at that point in time, as quickly as possible.
We will not wait 70 days. Hopefully, we will wait 1 and be able
to move forward on legislation and hopefully get a budget done,
and make sure that the people of Pennsylvania have a budget that
lives within its means, that provides the services and the needs
that are absolutely necessary, and gets our State employees to
work, which unfortunately are the last little pawns who are being
used here. I do not think anyone deserves that, and certainly, we
are frustrated by it as well.

Thank you, Mr. President, and we look forward to working
with the other side to bring this thing to a resolution and conclu-
sion as soon as possible.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Senator John C. Rafferty,
Jr.) in the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Philadelphia, Senator Williams.

Senator WILLIAMS. Mr. President, before I start my re-
marks, I want to start with something I should have said yester-
day. There was a Member on the floor whom I was speaking
directly to whom I should not have noted in my comments. He
did not require me to do this, but I am doing it anyway. I want to
extend my apologies to him, to the Senate, and to any of the other
Members who felt it was inappropriate, the comments that I
made that were of a personal nature.

I do get passionate about the positions that I take, but that
said, I certainly enjoy my friendships on both sides of the aisle,
and I do have friends--and I say this in public--I do have friends
who are Republican. They are in the wrong party, but they have
the right heart. That said, I do not ever want to offend anyone
personally. I think all of us are here working to advance the be-
liefs that our constituencies sent us here with, and so to that re-
gard, I extend my humble submission and apologies toward him
and any other Member on the other side of the aisle who felt that
way.

That said, to the issue at hand, the State budget. I am glad to
hear that the gentleman who resides in the Majority position on
the Committee on Appropriations wants to look forward, the past
is the past, and that there are guiding principles that relate to that
consideration. And I heard what those principles are. So I am not
quite sure we are still talking about any particular item, be it the
PIT--I heard that four times - the PIT, the PIT, the PIT.

The gentleman who represents our Committee on Appropria-
tions has said, at least four or five or six times, he is interested in
negotiating a budget by any means necessary. There are parame-
ters to negotiating that. I did not hear him one time mention the
PIT. So as Ronald Reagan said before, "Here we go again,"
pointing every which way to avoid the obvious. We are not artic-
ulating a specific tax. They are. And as a matter of fact, they
keep talking about a tax that we are not talking about.

What is interesting, though, is I hear they are not for any
broad-based tax. Does that mean they are not for any taxes at all?
Because if they are not for any taxes at all, then we all can fill up
our bookbags and go home, because government is going to stop,
because the way government operates in Pennsylvania--they
know it, and we know it--we tax somebody. And for them to say,
we do not want any broad-based tax, that is to suggest that all
those State workers who will be in the Rotunda on the 18th, after
we do not get a budget done, do not expect their COLA in-
creases, their pension increases, or their raises, because that is
why spending has gone up. So I guess they want to take on the
responsibility of telling them, do not expect your raise that is
negotiated, because guess what, we are not going to raise the
revenue to support it. That is why Senate Bill No. 850 had a hole
in it. What is really hilarious is to suggest that the bill that is
going to come from the House to the Senate does not have reve-
nues to support it and that Senate Bill No. 850 did. Senate Bill
No. 850 did not.

You know, when I was a little kid and I used to get in trouble,
the first thing I used to do was blame my brother or sister, be-
cause I did not want to get in trouble. It was the other guy. So our
strategy today is, it is the other guys. They are sending over a bill
that is incomplete and does not have enough revenues. Oh, by the
way, we forgot that we sent one. As a matter of fact, we sent one
before they sent one. Then we complained and whined about the
fact that we did not have an amendment attached to it in the
House to cover the fact that we knew we sent one over there that
had a hole in it.

So all this wish-wash and mish-mash talk and all this stuff we
are doing - countdown. Countdown to the ultimate. We are not
paying State workers. That is right, get afraid. We are not paying
you on time. Get ready for the 17th. The budget will not be
passed. And guess what, blame all of us. Trust me, I know you
are going to go into some Senator's office; he is going to say it is
the Governor's fault. You are going to go into another Senator's
office; he is going to say it is the Republicans' fault. You are
going to go to another Representative's office; he is going to say
it is that guy's fault. No, it is all of our fault.

So please do not sit on this floor and start talking about House
Bill No. 1416 even before you have gotten it, because Senate Bill
No. 850 is sitting out there as a document of the past that the
Republicans on the House side have rejected. That is current.
That is not hypothetical. That is fact. The past is the past. If we
are interested in going forward, let us stop talking about the PIT,
because we are not. But let us stop pretending we are not talking
about taxes. I did not hear that. And by the way, I do not know
the difference between--a tax is a tax. By any other name, it is
still the same game. Revenue is revenue.

And by the way, the little schemes of, you know, well, it will
not be a PIT, but it will be stimulus money. The three guiding
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principles - no broad-based tax. Well, a tax is a tax. We have to
protect ourselves from that cliff that is going to happen in the
third year. Well, Senate Bill No. 850 did not do that. Senate Bill
No. 850 depended 100-percent on a 1-percent increase and stim-
ulus money. And the gentleman can interrogate me until the cows
come home, but that came from their mouths, not mine. Their
package, Senate Bill No. 850, 1 percent made up, 1-percent
growth in an economy that is not growing, by some guys -
Manny, Moe, and Jack - who sat in a room said, 1-percent
growth in an economy that is not growing, and we use stimulus
money, stimulus money which is going to go away in 3 years,
which they claim they are concerned about the Governor doing.

Their bill. Their package. Their suggestion. Their plan. Their
proposal. Their ideas. Their vision. I do not know how that fits
into the guiding principles. It seems to be a little bit hypocritical,
if you ask me. And the number? Let me be very clear. I cannot
speak for the rest of the Democrats. I am going to be very clear.
Do not bring a number that has hidden, deferred one-time spend-
ing. I am not going to play the shell game that we have played -
Democratic Governor, Republican Governor, Democratic Mem-
bers, Republican Members.

I am not playing shell games with anybody this year. And
those of us who are rank-and-file who are concerned about real
change, we are not playing shell games this year. So we are not
going to do the one-time draw-downs; the increased hidden fees;
the spend that, not that; take this off line, put this on line. We are
not playing that game. The bottom line is that there is a bill that
is coming over here that supports itself. It made choices, the
same choices that the other side of the aisle made. We made
choices. They may not be popular choices, but they are choices
nonetheless. And by the way, it does support itself, as compared
to Senate Bill No. 850, which, the day the bill struck, it did not
support itself.

We are at this moment, as my dear friend from Delaware
County said the other day, because we are not acting as adults.
This has nothing to do with Charlie Brown or a comic strip. This
has everything to do with real-world economics in this moment,
which has happened several times, unfortunately. I mean, I agree
with the gentleman who is our chairman of the Committee on
Appropriations. Reflect upon the real facts, that this Governor
created a surplus when we had a deficit, so he must have some
original ideas about how to save money. Senate Bill No. 850 is
a reflection of not just this past but the distant past, and that is
that hollow rhetoric replaces substance, that the pain of the 17th
will not be real to some people, and that you can point at a Gov-
ernor and blame him, as opposed to taking responsibility. That is
the truth.

The truth is we cannot take the blame. We do not want to feel
the heat. We want to pretend like it does not exist. The three
guiding principles. No broad-based taxes. Well, like I said, a tax
is a tax. A scheme is a scheme. A revenue, a one-time placement,
a deferral of this, a deferral of that--somebody has to come up
with some revenue to support any bill that is around here. So the
fact that people are going to sit there and pound their chests over
the PIT, which we are not talking about, is irrelevant. Let us get
in this game. Let us solve this budgetary process now.

That is, if we are not going to fall off a cliff in 3 years, then do
not have a budget that depends upon stimulus money for educa-

tion. And do not go back, selling it to local school districts like
mine, saying, hey, we have a panoply of money, which--by the
way, the one thing I am quite clear on, everyone's office phone
is ringing off the hook from their local school districts. Everyone.
Everyone who depends upon us to deliver revenues--I have heard
from districts that are not in my district, asking me to explain
how the stimulus money is going to be replaced in 3 years, be-
cause they have already figured out that that is the game we are
playing.

Local property taxes. Their increases will be our fault, not the
Governor's fault. Our fault. And I do not want to wait 3 years to
have that conversation. I do not want to wait 3 years so some
body can figure out how to blame the next person in line. A pro-
posal that depends upon stimulus money is guaranteed to do one
thing, and that is drive taxes up even higher. I listened on this
floor as we describe the PIT in Pennsylvania as being one of the
lowest in the nation, but when we combine the total tax effort, we
are about 11 or 10. Well, the reason why we are 11 or 10 is pri-
marily driven by local property taxes, which have gone through
the roof because we allow our responsibility to be passed on to
the local consideration. And rather than spreading the tax base
and making it less onerous upon local governments, we would
rather retrench and pretend like we are doing a favor for them
because we are protecting them from any particular tax.

The shell game has to end. And the guiding principles, if they
are guiding principles, have to be principles indeed. They cannot
be words on a paper mulled over by politics, in an open room or
a closed room. Additional words do not remove the truth. The
truth is the truth. Layered in between--I mean, when you do not
wear deodorant, you still stink. I do not care whether you put
cologne on or not. You are just a sweet-smelling stinky little
thing. Senate Bill No. 850 dressed up--a pig is a pig. In lipstick,
it is still a pig. Senate Bill No. 850 with an amendment, talking
about the Governor, distractions about how we are saving you
from the PIT, does not get us to the moment we need to be in-
volved in. And that is, what are we going to do to make sure
that--I think it is Saturday--does not happen on the 17th, and
State workers do not get paid? That is what we should be talking
about, because I do not know anybody who is over here defend-
ing any particular budget.

As a matter of fact, everybody over here is begging to get to
a table that says, what is your idea, what is my idea? The last
time I checked, our Committee on Appropriations chairman, with
their Committee on Appropriations chairman, does not need to
wait for the Governor to arrive to come up with an idea and a
plan to say, this is our proposal, Governor, take it. Like it or not,
this is our proposal. And if I were in the Majority--the last time
I checked, in a legislative body, being in the Majority allows for
certain things. One is that you lead the Calendar and you lead the
schedule. So lead. Senate Bill No. 850 did not show leadership.
Senate Bill No. 850 showed that somebody had a little problem
with a calculator and could not quite add. If you want to lead,
come on over here. I guess the chairman of the Committee on
Appropriations could do it back there someplace, or wherever
Manny, Moe, and Jack meet. I do not know where they could do
it, but they could do it.

We have ideas, and you have ideas, and between the two, I am
sure we can find the revenue someplace and get this done. We
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could probably get it done either late tonight, early tomorrow,
late tomorrow night, early Friday morning, or late Friday night.
You guys could meet all night long and come up with an idea that
the Governor would have to take, so that Saturday would not
happen and all of us were not at fault. Because all that is going
to happen is we are going to sit here on Thursday, Friday, Satur-
day, possibly Sunday, Monday, pretending like we are doing
something.

And by the way, I do not know what bills we are going to vote
on, because the last several bills that we voted on are not particu-
larly inspiring to the public. They really are not particularly that
substantive in nature. The agenda that we are sent here to do in
this period of time--and by the way, it is not about me playing
baseball or running around with my kids or wanting to be on a
beach. I just want to do what we are paid to do, and we are paid
to be here. We are getting per diems as we waste this time, and
those State workers who will not get paid on Saturday will not
get a per diem to be here. We will. So let us not pretend like we
are making a sacrifice. We are not. We are goofing off, collec-
tively.

The guiding principles are the guiding principles. I just hope
that we adhere to them, and I frankly hope that I hear how we
plan to fill the hole of the stimulus money that is going to go
away in 3 years, because we did not make a plan depending upon
it. They did. No broad-based tax should mean no taxes, or do not
play the Mickey Mouse game that we are not going to do it with
taxes. And the spending limit? Do not take something off the
table and put something back in. Those are my guiding princi-
ples.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair recognizes the gentle-

man from Centre, Senator Corman.
Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, there are 50 Senators in

this Chamber, and there are 203 Members in the House Chamber,
and I respect them all as hardworking people who are here with
the best interests to try to get things done. We all come here and
work hard. Would I rather be with my children? I will not make
any apologies for that. I would. But I certainly would not phrase
what we do here as "goofing off."

This is not goofing off, Mr. President. This is serious busi-
ness, the serious business of trying to put a budget together for
the people of Pennsylvania. Are we going to go to the people of
Pennsylvania and ask for more money from them, that we cannot
live with the revenues that we have, that we are unlike any family
or business, we have to go back and ask for more during a reces-
sion? Or are we just going to ignore the people of Pennsylvania's
wish for no new taxes, and just raise taxes and raise spending,
even though the revenues are not there to match it, and even
though it will have an adverse effect on our economy? Those are
weighty issues, weighty issues that we are waging in right now.
And we are prepared to stay here as long as it takes to get it
done.

Mr. President, just for the record, we passed Senate Bill No.
850 on the 6th of May, and on the 6th of May, you could only go
by the numbers that you had on the 6th of May. And on the 6th
of May, Senate Bill No. 850 was a balanced budget when it left
this building. As the author of that piece of legislation, I take
pride in the work that I tried to put together, and I can take any

Member to my office and show them a balance sheet, and show
exactly how it balanced on May 6th.

Clearly, and no one is arguing here whatsoever, since then, the
deficit is now larger than what we predicted on May 6. The Gov-
ernor, in his spring supplement, sent us more spending that we
are probably going to have to adhere to, threw it further out of
balance, some more money to go back to the people of Pennsyl-
vania through rebates, all added to the fact that the budget is out
of balance. And no one here is advocating for anyone to pass
Senate Bill No. 850 without it being amended. That would be
irresponsible, Mr. President, because the revenues do not match
the expenditures, and therefore, it would be unconstitutional.

Let me be very clear. No one on this side of the aisle advo-
cates passing Senate Bill No. 850 and sending it to the Governor
as is. The time from May 6 to now has moved that budget out of
balance. It needs to be amended, it needs to be changed, and to
send it on to the Governor would be irresponsible, and we will be
the first to admit it. When it left this Chamber, in no way did we
think it would be the last budget, but when it left this Chamber on
May 6, it was a responsible, balanced budget.

What is being considered to send over to us, which is, in a
sense, a vision of spending of over $29 billion, about $1.5 billion
more than we spent last year, it is okay. It is understandable. We
all have visions. We respect that, Mr. President. If that is where
they think we need to go, they have every right to put that in a
piece of legislation and send it to us. We have no qualms about
that whatsoever. I would just think, to be responsible and to meet
the constitutional mandate, that they would send the revenues
along with it.

If you truly believe that this is where Pennsylvania needs to
go, would you not want to send a bill to the Senate which we
could concur on and send right to the Governor, and we would
be out of here, tout de suite? I am not sure if that is an actual
phrase, but it just came to my mind. Would you not want to send
something to us that we could, theoretically, send to the Gover-
nor? So to send us a product that creates a new education fund
that we will just figure out later how to pay for--Mr. President, I
am not sure what that is, but it does not meet the constitutional
mandate of a balanced budget. But we will be happy to take it.
Once again, we will be happy to take anything. It has been
70-some days. We are just happy to get a product. And if we get
it this weekend, we will be here this weekend to deal with it and,
hopefully, bring it into the constitutional mandate of a balanced
budget.

The gentleman spoke quite a bit about how, because we used
stimulus money in our budget, we did not look to the out-years.
First of all, I do not think there is any budget that has been pro-
posed here that would not use stimulus. Clearly, that is coming
from the Federal government. Clearly, that is going to be used.
But what our budget did reflect, Mr. President, is it did not use
any of our one-time sources, such as the Rainy Day Fund, which
is there to prevent tax increases. Its actual name, I believe, is the
Tax Stabilization Fund, if you want to be technical. It did not
raise taxes.

And so, we were preparing that if our revenues did not grow
to the level that we needed them to grow to make up for the stim-
ulus as it goes away in 3 years, then we would have something to
fall back on. We would have sources of revenue to help us transi-
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tion off to the future, so we would not have to raise taxes. The
Governor's proposal does not give us that. It leaves us completely
exposed. It spends every cent we have. It raises taxes. It drains
all of our one-time sources so when our revenues do not grow to
the level to make up for the loss of stimulus money, I guess we
just raise taxes again. So much for that temporary tax that is be-
ing proposed, Mr. President. So Senate Bill No. 850 made very
difficult decisions. For the gentleman to imply we did not make
tough decisions, we made very difficult decisions. As the Senator
from Allegheny County, my colleague on this side of the aisle,
mentioned, there are many programs in that budget that we had
to reduce or eliminate that I have supported for years. I would
like to support them again, when the economy generates revenues
to pay for that.

But right now, there is only one way to get it: that is from the
people of Pennsylvania. There is only one way to get it. You
know, we get these resolutions from county government saying
they want us to restore this, restore that. None of them say they
want us to raise taxes. None of them say, Mr. President, or Sen-
ate, or legislator, or Governor, we want you to raise taxes to re-
store our funding. Well, where are we going to get it? Where are
the revenues going to come from?

And so, if you have a vision of spending more than $29 bil-
lion, I respect that. Put the revenues along with it so the people
of Pennsylvania can see it. Let us not hide. We are a legislative
body. We are here to legislate. We are not here to go to the back
room to negotiate a deal among 5 to 10 of us, then come out and
have everyone else pay for it. We are here to legislate. If this is
your vision of $29 billion, legislate it. Send it over to us and we
will review it. But send the full package. Do not run away from
your vision. If this is your vision, $29-plus billion in a time of
recession, then stand with it and send the revenues along, too.
Send whatever taxes, whether it be the personal income tax,
whether it be a sales tax increase, whatever it may be, send it
along. Have the courage of your convictions, Mr. President.

Having said that, you know, again, we are happy to take any-
thing we can get. At this point, when you wait 70-some days, you
just take what you can get, and we will meet the constitutional
mandate when it comes here, and hopefully, move this process to
resolution. That is what we all want. But understand, as the spon-
sor of Senate Bill No. 850, when it passed, it was balanced, it
met the constitutional mandate, it looked to the future, and it laid
a framework that we would not have to raise taxes in the future
either. It did not do what they are doing in Washington right
now, spend all the money now, and worry about how to pay for
it later. We will worry about that later when our kids and
grandkids are paying higher and higher tax rates that you cannot
believe, because they have to pay for our spending to provide
services today that we could not manage ourselves. All right?
You know, we are not going to do that in Pennsylvania.

When the gentleman from Allegheny County talked about the
one columnist, about the 50 Herbert Hoovers, you know, we just
have these things in States called Constitutions. We cannot do
what they do in Washington, D.C. We have to balance the bud-
get. In Washington, D.C., they can spend my grandchildren's
money if they want. We will worry about that later. Let our
grandkids worry about that. That is their problem. We are here
today to provide what we need to live now. We do not need to

pay for it, they will pay for it. In the States, we have Constitu-
tions, and so, the choices are simple. If you are going to spend
more money, you are going to have to raise revenue to pay for it.

We believe, in a time of recession, for the betterment of our
economy, where our economy can grow and jobs can be created,
that a lower tax base is better for the long run. Does it make
tough decisions today? Absolutely, Mr. President. Tough deci-
sions are made, ones that I am not going to like, or anyone else
in this Chamber or the other Chamber, but that is the responsibil-
ity of living in the time that we live in. We have to make tough
decisions. You know, we have had generations of people in this
country, through the Depression, through world wars, who made
tough decisions. These decisions pale in comparison to what our
predecessors lived through. They pale in comparison. As difficult
as they are, they pale. But do you know what? They made the
tough decisions, lived through the tough times and made us a
better country for it.

So if you have a vision of $29-plus billion, a billion and a half
more than last year, and during a recession, fine. Have the cour-
age of your convictions and your vision, and send the revenue
with it. If not, let us go back to the table where we are, where we
have the revenues to pay for it now, make the best decisions we
possibly can collectively, and then, Mr. President, get a balanced
budget and get out of here, so that the people of Pennsylvania
and State employees can stay at work, and we can get on with
creating a better Pennsylvania for all of us, not just us today, but
our kids and grandkids of the future.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair recognizes the gentle-

man from Philadelphia, Senator Farnese.
Senator FARNESE. Mr. President, before I get into my re-

marks, as I was listening to my good friend across the aisle,
something sort of came to me. I guess if I were to take this quar-
ter and put it on my nose, and it stayed there for a couple of sec-
onds, I guess I could represent to you that it was balanced. But
at some point I would have to admit that it did not stay balanced
for very long. I just wanted to throw that out there before I get to
my other comments. It was a thought that was brought to mind as
I was listening to the comments from across the aisle.

A few weeks ago, Mr. President, I was approached to do a
citation for the Philadelphia Museum of Art--

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Centre, Senator Corman.

Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, point of order.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the gentleman yield?
Senator FARNESE. Sure, Mr. President.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. For what reason does the gentle-

man--
Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, just a quick question. I

would like to see that, if I could. The quarter on the nose.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Perhaps when we have a budget,

Senator Farnese will do it.
Senator FARNESE. Mr. President, it actually may stay bal-

anced on my nose longer than Senate Bill No. 850 stayed bal-
anced on the spread sheet, but that is another point.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senator, the floor is yours.
Senator FARNESE. Thank you, Mr. President.
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The museum was chosen by the State Department to represent
the United States in an exhibition in Venice, Italy, with an exhibit
entitled, "Bruce Nauman: Topological Gardens."

I think each of us here in this Chamber could give an example
of a nonprofit or arts and cultural organization in their respective
districts that is continuing with their core mission given these
tough economic times. Yet each has probably come to our re-
spective offices seeking help. In the case of the Philadelphia
Museum of Art, they would like to see the funding for the Penn-
sylvania Council on the Arts maintained because they need the
Commonwealth's support this year, more than in any other recent
years.

Now, my colleagues on the other side of the aisle will say, like
they have been saying all throughout this process, that organiza-
tions such as this need to start living within their means. But, Mr.
President, how do we continue saying that when most of these
organizations have been doing just that? These organizations
know that the funding they have received from the. Common-
wealth in recent years is going to be drastically cut and are ad-
dressing that issue internally. But for each of us to completely cut
them out, to zero out any funding for them, would dramatically
impact their budgets and their bottom lines.

For example, for the art museum thus far, quote, "living within
their means," end quote, for the last 6 months has resulted in staff
cuts and layoffs, losing people and positions across all depart-
ments, implementation of a hiring freeze, frozen salaries, and in
some cases, salary cuts, less accessibility to the museum due to
closing galleries at certain times, postponement of major exposi-
tions that we are unable to fund, increased admission prices, and
doing pay-what-you-wish admission policies only one Sunday
per month.

If we do not fund a program like the Pennsylvania Council on
the Arts, "living within their means" is going to result in more
cuts to all of these items, and will begin to impact the core value
and service the museum seeks to offer to public service, the edu-
cation programs, and exhibitions.

Now, Mr. President, I understand that I have a unique district,
one that contains many nonprofits and arts and cultural organiza-
tions. I also understand that I cannot help everyone, but I do have
to fight to help as many as I can. Just as we struggle in putting
together a budget to fund programs, due to this unprecedented
economic downturn, so too, are these organizations. I know that
there is much debate about funding the nonpreferreds, but each
of these, each of these, has a mission that helps our Common-
wealth, through healthcare services, education, science, et cetera.
Each has also taken steps, again, to live within their means.

One in my district, the Franklin Institute, has already cut jobs,
laid off executives, and made changes within their budget. With-
out funding, the Institute will have to cut more jobs, cut costs,
which will hinder their educational outreach programs moving
forward. Considering the Franklin Institute has hosted such ex-
hibits as "King Tut and the Golden Age of the Pharaohs," and
currently, "Galileo, Medici and the Age of Astronomy," resulting
in over $250 million in revenue to the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania--not the city of Philadelphia, the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania--and that has occurred over the last 4 years, I ask
you, I ask this body, can we really afford to cut funding to them?
Again, each of these organizations know the cuts are coming. But

to zero out these organizations means that they will begin losing
much-needed operational funding. These organizations are not
asking us to help them build something new, but rather, they are
asking us to help stay operational, to weather out this economic
downturn.

As we continue to discuss what is needed in the budget, I
stand before you today to remind you that we cannot forget the
nonprofits and arts and cultural organizations. They provide
needed services to our districts, and they provide an economic
mechanism for our communities through tourism and jobs. Yes,
we cannot continue to fund them as they have been. We all real-
ize that, and cuts are needed and have been made. But we cannot,
we cannot also zero them out, because doing so will result in a
continuation of economic trouble for them and our districts. And
that, Mr. President, is something that no one can afford.

Thank you very much.

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE GOVERNOR

NOMINATIONS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the follow-
ing communications in writing from His Excellency, the Gover-
nor of the Commonwealth, which were read as follows and re-
ferred to the Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations:

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
OF INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Dr. Mary Esther Van Shura, 411
Olympia Road, Pittsburgh 15211, Allegheny County, Forty-second
Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the Council of
Trustees of Indiana University of Pennsylvania of the State System of
Higher Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2015, and
until her successor is appointed and qualified, vice David Johnson,
Havertown, deceased.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Richard J. Brady, 3204 Nottingham
Road, Norristown 19403, Montgomery County, Seventeenth Senatorial
District, for reappointment as a member of the Municipal Police Offi-
cers' Education and Training Commission, to serve for a term of three
years and until his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor
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MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Barbara A. Butcher, 514 Hills Creek
Road, Wellsboro 16901, Tioga County, Twenty-fifth Senatorial District,
for reappointment as a member of the Municipal Police Officers' Educa-
tion and Training Commission, to serve for a term of three years and
until her successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, William L. Courtright, 126 Ridgeview
Drive, Scranton 18504, Lackawanna County, Twenty-second Senatorial
District, for reappointment as a member of the Municipal Police Offi-
cers' Education and Training Commission, to serve for a term of three
years and until his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, The Honorable William J. Golds-
worthy, 21 Montgomery Avenue, West Pittston 18643, Luzeme County,
Fourteenth Senatorial District, for reappointment as a member of the
Municipal Police Officers' Education and Training Commission, to
serve for a term of three years and until his successor is appointed and
qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, William M. Heim, 1414 Rose Vir-

ginia Road, Reading 19611, Berks County, Eleventh Senatorial District,
for reappointment as a member of the Municipal Police Officers Educa-
tion and Training Commission, to serve for a term of three years and
until his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Barbara Jollie, PO Box 413, Irwin
15642, Westmoreland County, Thirty-ninth Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Municipal Police Officers' Education
and Training Commission, to serve for a term of three years and until
her successor is appointed and qualified, vice Lt. Col. John J.
McGeehan, Bethlehem, whose term expired.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, The Honorable Frank Linn, Sr., 800
Spring Garden Drive, Middletown 17057, Dauphin County, Fifteenth
Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the Municipal Po-
lice Officers' Education and Training Commission, to serve for a term
of three years and until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice
Nevin Funk, Mechanicsburg, resigned.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Stephen L. Margeson, 199 A Acre
Drive, Carlisle 17013, Cumberland County, Thirty-first Senatorial Dis-
trict, for reappointment as a member of the Municipal Police Officers'
Education and Training Commission, to serve for a term of three years
and until his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor



MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, John R. McGrody, 3410 Arthur
Street, Philadelphia 19136, Philadelphia County, Fifth Senatorial Dis-
trict, for appointment as a member of the Municipal Police Officers'
Education and Training Commission, to serve for a term of three years
and until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice Sgt. Anthony J.
McFadden, Philadelphia, resigned.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Chris Michaels, 107 Greenbrier Drive,
Clarks Green 18411, Lackawanna County, Twenty-second Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Municipal Police Officers'
Education and Training Commission, to serve for a term of three years
and until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice Christopher J.
Delozier, New Cumberland, whose term expired.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Hugh J. Murray, Sr., 1148 S.
Ashbrooke Drive, West Chester 19380, Chester County, Nineteenth
Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the Municipal Po-
lice Officers' Education and Training Commission, to serve until April
17, 2010, and until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice Rich-
ard M. Hadley, Cranberry Township, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
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Shippensburg 17257, Cumberland County, Thirty-first Senatorial Dis-
trict, for reappointment as a member of the Municipal Police Officers'
Education and Training Commission, to serve for a term of three years
and until his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE MUNICIPAL POLICE OFFICERS'
EDUCATION AND TRAINING COMMISSION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Deborah A. Sieger, PhD, 30
Forgedale Road, Fleetwood 19522, Berks County, Eleventh Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Municipal Police Officers'
Education and Training Commission, to serve for a term of three years
and until her successor is appointed and qualified, vice Bart Burne,
Laflin, whose term expired.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

RECALL COMMUNICATION
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid before the Senate the follow-
ing communication in writing from His Excellency, the Governor
of the Commonwealth, which was read as follows and referred to
the Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations:

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
OF INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

July 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In accordance with the power and authority vested in me as Gover-
nor of the Commonwealth, I do hereby recall my nomination dated May
13, 2009, for the appointment of Dr. Mary Esther Van Shura, 411
Olympia Road, Pittsburgh 15211, Allegheny County, Forty-second
Senatorial District, as a member of the Council of Trustees of Indiana
University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher Education, to
serve until the third Tuesday of January 2015, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified, vice David Johnson, Havertown, deceased.

I respectfully request the return to me of the official message of
nomination on the premises.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of
the Senate:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Fred A. Scott, 704 Brad Street,



980 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE JULY 15,

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 2009

Off the Floor FINANCE (to consider Senate Bills No. Rules Cmte.
918, 952 and 953) Conf. Rm.

THURSDAY, JULY 16, 2009

Off the Floor RULES AND EXECUTIVE Rules Cmte.
NOMINATIONS (to consider Conf. Rm.
Senate Bill No. 568; and certain
executive nominations)

FRIDAY, JULY 17, 2009

9:30 A.M. LOCAL GOVERNMENT (to consider Room 461
Senate Bill No. 285; and House Bills Main Capitol
No. 951 and 1754)

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7, 2009

1:00 P.M. EDUCATION (public hearing on St. Francis
School Consolidation) University

117 Ever-
green Dr.
Loretto, PA

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Centre, Senator Corman.

Senator CORMAN. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
now recess until Thursday, July 16, 2009, at 11 a.m., Eastern
Daylight Saving Time.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The Senate recessed at 4:35 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving

Time.


