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SENATE
THURSDAY, July 2, 2009

The Senate met at 10 a.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time.

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Joseph B. Scarnati III)
in the Chair.

PRAYER

The following prayer was offered by the Secretary of the Sen-
ate, Hon. MARK R. CORRIGAN:

Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, guide and direct our Senators

in Pennsylvania, that by enacting just and prudent laws, they will
promote the well-being of all our people. In these difficult times
of trying to enact a budget package for the Commonwealth, do
not allow our trust and hope to fail. Direct us and teach us to
always begin, continue, and end all of our work under Your di-
vine guidance. Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.)

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator McILHINNEY, from the Committee on State Govern-
ment, reported the following bills:

SB 106 (Pr. No. 80)

A Joint Resolution proposing an amendment to the Constitution of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, providing for a limitation on the
length of session.

SB 107 (Pr. No. 81)

An Act requiring the posting of certain governmental salary infor-
mation on the Internet.

SB 491 (Pr. No. 497)

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
approval of the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs and the
Governor, to grant and convey, at a price to be determined through a
competitive bid process, certain lands, buildings and improvements
situate in the City of Oil City, Venango County.

SB 492 (Pr. No. 498)

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
approval of the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs and the
Governor, to grant and convey, at a price to be determined through a
competitive bid process, certain lands, buildings and improvements
situate in the Second Ward of the City of Corry, Erie County.

HB 109 (Pr. No. 913)

An Act authorizing Lower Merion Township, Montgomery County,
to sell and convey certain Project 70 lands free of restrictions imposed
by the Project 70 Land Acquisition and Borrowing Act, in return for the
imposition of Project 70 restrictions on other land to be acquired by the
township.

HB 348 (Pr. No. 379)

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
approval of the Governor, to grant and convey to the Waymart Area
Historical Society, or its assigns, certain land, buildings and improve-
ments situate in the Township of Canaan, Wayne County.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE

Senator PILEGGI asked and obtained leaves of absence for
Senator BAKER and Senator WONDERLING, for today's Ses-
sion, for personal reasons.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
JOURNAL APPROVED

The PRESIDENT. The Journal of the Session of June 24,
2009, is now in print.

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the Session of
June 24, 2009.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that further reading
of the Journal be dispensed with and that the Journal be ap-

proved.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:
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Corman Hughes Pippy Washington
Costa Kasunic Rafferty Waugh
Dinniman Kitchen Robbins White, Donald
Earll Leach Scarnati White, Mary Jo
Eichelberger Logan Smucker Williams
Erickson Mcllhinney Stack Wozniak
Farnese Mellow Stout Yaw

NAY-0

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question
was determined in the affirmative.

The PRESIDENT. The Journal is approved.

CALENDAR

BILL ON CONCURRENCE IN HOUSE AMENDMENTS

SENATE CONCURS IN HOUSE AMENDMENTS

SB 195 (Pr. No. 1144) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of May 11, 1972 (P.L.286, No.70), known
as the Industrialized Housing Act, further providing for definitions and
for regulations, insignia of certification required.

On the question,
Will the Senate concur in the amendments made by the House

to Senate Bill No. 195?

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
concur in the amendments made by the House to Senate Bill No.
195.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate inform the House of
Representatives accordingly.

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE
AS AMENDED OVER IN ORDER

SB 973 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 14 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

HB 48 (Pr. No. 2368) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, No.21), known
as the Liquor Code, further providing for definitions, for sacramental
wine licenses, fees, privileges and restrictions and for interlocking busi-
nesses prohibited; providing for an enhanced restaurant license; and
further providing for number and kinds of licenses allowed same li-
censee and for limited number of retail licenses to be issued in each
county.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:
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NAY-4
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A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.
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BILLS OVER IN ORDER

HB 92, SB 628, SB 746, SB 851, SB 925 and SB 949 --
Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the
request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

HB 1392 (Pr. No. 1713) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act authorizing the release of Project 70 restrictions imposed
on certain land owned by Beaver County, being conveyed by Beaver
County in return for the imposition of Project 70 restrictions on certain
land being conveyed to Beaver County by the Department of Transpor-
tation.

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:
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NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same without amendments.

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS
AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 711 (Pr. No. 1247) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 4 (Amusements) of the Pennsylvania Con-
solidated Statutes,. further providing for legislative intent and for the
definitions of "conviction," "licensed entity" and "slot machine li-,
censee"; providing for the definitions of "executive-level public em-
ployee," "licensed entity representative" and "trustee"; further providing
for the Pennsylvania Gaming Control Board, for powers of the board

and for code of conduct; providing for expenses of Pennsylvania Gam-
ing Control Board; further providing for license or permit application
hearing process and public hearings, for board minutes and records, for
regulatory authority of board, for collection of fees and fines, for slot
machine license fee, for reports of board, for license or permit prohibi-
tion, for slot machine license application character requirements, for
applications for license or permit, for supplier licenses, for manufacturer
licenses, for additional licenses and permits and approval of agreements,
for license renewals, for change in ownership or control of slot machine
licensees and for nonportability of slot machine license; providing for
appointment of trustee; further providing for Pennsylvania Gaming
Economic Development and Tourism Fund, for transfers from State
Gaming Fund and for financial and employment interests; providing for
prosecutorial and adjudicative functions; and further providing for in-
vestigations and enforcement and for conduct of public officials and
employees.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

HB 115, HB 262 and HB 263 -- Without objection, the bills
were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
PILEGGI.

BILL LAID ON THE TABLE

SB 303 (Pr. No. 1210) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act establishing a grant program for volunteer emergency ser-
vice organizations to provide incentives for establishing partnerships;
conferring powers and duties on the Center for Local Government Ser-
vices within the Department of Community and Economic Develop-
ment; establishing the Volunteer Emergency Services Partnership Bond
Fund; and providing for funding.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was laid on the table.

SB 303 TAKEN FROM THE TABLE

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that Senate Bill No.
303, Printer's No. 1210, be taken from the table and placed on
the Calendar.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 369, HB 372, HB 416, SB 624, SB 639, HB 703, SB 765
and SB 778 -- Without objection, the bills were passed over in
their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILLS REREFERRED

SB 820 (Pr. No. 1203) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, further providing for duties
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of public institutions of higher education, for the Transfer and Articula-
tion Oversight Committee and for participation by independent institu-
tions of higher education and for participation by State-related institu-
tions.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

SB 821 (Pr. No. 1199) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, providing for workers com-
pensation safety committees.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 825, SB 881, SB 891, SB 899, SB 900, SB 908, SB 909,
SB 910, SB 911, SB 912 and SB 913 -- Without objection, the
bills were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 917 (Pr. No. 1108) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of August 14, 1963 (P.L.839, No.407),
entitled, as amended, "An act creating a county records committee;
imposing powers and duties upon it; authorizing the Pennsylvania His-
torical and Museum Commission to assist and cooperate with it; defin-
ing county records; and authorizing the disposition of certain county
records by county officers in counties of the second to eighth class,"
increasing the membership of the committee.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 919, SB 920, SB 929, SB 951, SB 968, SB 971 and HB
1533 -- Without objection, the bills were passed over in their
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR RESUMED

RECONSIDERATION OF HB 48

BILL ON FINAL PASSAGE

HB 48 (Pr. No. 2368) -- Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I
move that the Senate do now reconsider the vote by which House
Bill No. 48, Printer's No. 2368, just passed finally.

A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined
in the affirmative.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:
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A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Casey and to Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Newhart by Senator
Baker.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Samuel R. Youse and to the Hempfield High School Boys' Track
and Field Team by Senator Brubaker.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the
Brookmere Winery and Vineyard Inn of Belleville by Senator
Corman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Paoli Hospital
by Senator Dinniman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Eugene
Watkins by Senators Dinniman and Rafferty.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Philadel-
phia Museum of Art by Senator Farnese.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Reverend
Calvin Cash by Senator Ferlo.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the McKees
Rocks Historical Society by Senator Fontana.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Reverend
Dr. Robert P. Shine, Sr., and to Barbara A. Wayns Shine by Sen-
ator Hughes.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Andrew
Bernardo by Senator Mcllhinney.
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Michael Stash
by Senator Musto.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Troop 95 of
the Boy Scouts of America of Saint Marys by Senator Scarnati.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Timothy Wil-
liam Coyle by Senator Tomlinson.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Buckshaw, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Harris, Mr. and Mrs.
Frank Palmer, Mr. and Mrs. Milton Stineman and to Lance S.
Wolfe by Senator D. White.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Emmaus
High School Boys' and Girls' United States Marine Corps Physi-
cal Fitness Team by Senators Wonderling and Browne.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the North
Penn High School Baseball Team by Senators Wonderling and
Greenleaf.

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Bernard E. Chipego, Jr., and to the family of the late Theo
Faber Lumia by Senator Baker.

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION

Senator McILHINNEY. Mr. President, I move that the Senate
do now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from com-
mittee for the first time at today's Session.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The bills were as follows:

SB 106, SB 107, SB 491, SB 492, HB 109 and HB 348.

And said bills having been considered for the first time,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider-

ation.

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Ferlo.

Senator FERLO. Mr. President, I will try to be brief. I have,
quickly, two substantive issues that I want to raise, and I will try
to be succinct.

One is an issue that has come up in the Pittsburgh area regard-
ing one of our casinos, the only casino, the Rivers Casino. Obvi-
ously, I have a long history on this issue, having been a strong
proponent and advocate for the city of Pittsburgh to have one of
the valuable licensed casinos at a time when the administration
and local government was lobbying for a racetrack casino within
the city limits. That was not something that I thought was prudent
and advisable for a number of reasons. I was very excited and
elated when Mr. Don Barden had initially received the award. I
was concerned about the particular location, but it was quite an
event in the city of Pittsburgh to have this gentleman come into
the city of Pittsburgh.

It became clear, as the issues began to develop and more was
known about the individual company's financial health, or lack

thereof, I was concerned about the fact--because again, let us put
this in perspective. All this information regarding this casino
really was quite secretive and lacked a lot of transparency, even
to this day, with the transition from the Barden group to the
Rivers Casino and Mr. Bloom, et al. We really do not know who
the actual stockholders and owners of this casino are in Pitts-
burgh, and the fact of the matter is, it remains a secret. It is
known to the Gaming Board, and we have put our faith and trust
in them. But the fact of the matter is, unlike all other areas of
public expenditure of dollars, the casinos really are sacrosanct.
We are basically in operation and in business with them as a
State government, and there is just not a lot known to elected
officials and to the public.

I rise today because I am concerned about a petition that has
been submitted by the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement.
This is a petition that has been submitted to the Gaming Board,
now questioning--and I am speaking about the Bloom Company,
et al, referred to in the petition as the Holdings Company, et
al--that they have now petitioned the Gaming Board, questioning
not so much whether or not they will be making a payment but
disputing when a payment is obligated for $7.5 million each year
for 30 years.

If you remember, Mr. President and my colleagues, one of the
critical concerns was that we get a new Penguin arena in the city
of Pittsburgh. And I am pleased to report that because of the
leadership of David Morehouse of the Penguins' organization,
and all the folks who worked very hard to bring this about, in-
cluding resolving issues at the community level, part of the Hill
district, obviously, I share and represent with my colleague, Sen-
ator Fontana, from the city of Pittsburgh. It was an arduous effort
to bring to a conclusion the construction. It is obviously well
underway. It, very similar to our PNC Park, is going to be a
world-class facility and a venue not only for the Penguins but a
lot of other events that obviously will bring economic activity
and amusement tax revenue back to the city operating budget. It
is all very exciting, let alone in the backdrop of the Stanley Cup.

I am only concerned, at this point, that there should not even
be a petition. There should be no question whatsoever. For all of
the professionals involved in writing these agreements, from
bond counsel and all the people who have been paid, financial
advisors, why is there any doubt about when this payment needs
to be made? It is $7.5 million, and I am very concerned that now
we have a situation where the Bureau of Investigation and En-
forcement has to file a petition seeking a hearing before the full
Gaming Board to bring the parties together, whether it is the
leadership of the Sports and Exhibition Authority and local gov-
ernment officials, whether it is the Governor and his administra-
tion, or whether it is the Holdings Company itself. I am very
disappointed. You know, a bond issue, presumably, has been let
out, proceeds have been expended, construction is concluding,
both at the casino as well as the arena. You would think that it
would be clear when the obligation of this $7.5 million is obli-
gated to be paid.

Now, I hope that I am not being alarmist, but given the track
record of the casino operators--and they are special, privileged
entities. Let us be clear. It is just the way the nature of the indus-
try is, the way we have constructed it, because in effect, the State
government - we are they and they are we. We are in business
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with these folks, no different than the fact that we run a Pennsyl-
vania Lottery. So even in today's Liquor Code, we see a special
exemption and classification now created for the casinos as it
relates to violation of the Liquor Code, something I support,
because the fact of the matter is, they are not going to be a neigh-
borhood nuisance bar that we are going to be fighting. They are
a business that we, in a de facto way, are actually co-owners and
operators of. So of course, we are not going to close a license
with three strikes and you are out. We are going to make a way
to adjudicate any complaints, and I respect that, and I applaud
those who worked on the amendment. It is something I support.

But here, going back to this petition, I would like to know that
there would be full transparency. I am going to certainly want to
attempt to speak as an elected official at an upcoming hearing
that I hear may or may not be July 17. But I am a little bit disap-
pointed that with all the financial advisors and consultants--the
Governor has made a clear commitment. I do not want to see the
Commonwealth have to incur any debt service or fulfill any obli-
gation that may be out there because transactions have already
taken place. That $7.5 million should not be the subject of a pub-
lic hearing. It should be paid. It should be clear on the part of the
owners of the casino, the Rivers Casino, Mr. Bloom, et al, that
this obligation has not only been incurred and legally stipulated.
The license was granted on that basis. It should be clear that that
payment needs to be made post-haste.

So again, I do not want to sound alarmist, but I am very con-
cerned that it has reached the point of a formal investigation, that
the Bureau of Investigation and Enforcement within the Gaming
Commission has had to file a petition before the Gaming Board,
and there now needs to be a public hearing. This should never
have reached this stage, and I hope and pray that there is nothing
more nefarious involved here, that the money will be forthcom-
ing. But again, I want to be clear about the obligation, because
construction is obviously concluding in both areas, and I think
the public needs to be made aware of this. Too many dealings
with the casino operators and the Gaming Board are not always
clearly transparent.

So I want to show my appreciation for the Bureau of Investi-
gation and Enforcement, that they went to this length, took the
leadership, and have actually petitioned the Gaming Board for
this hearing. I hope that there is no hearing, that there is not a
hearing that would need to take place, that the Governor would
intervene and it would be clear to all parties involved what the
date specific is for this $7.5 million to be transacted, now and
well into the future for the next 29 years. So again, Mr. President,
I just wanted to bring that up as a very important issue affecting
the city of Pittsburgh.

Secondly, Mr. President, I will just close--because I am not
about to engage in any finger-pointing, either with the leadership,
the rank-and-file, myself included, be it Democrat or Republican,
be it House or Senate. I think we have to admit to the electorate
and to our constituencies that, once again, we have failed misera-
bly, collectively, in not fulfilling our not so much constitutional
mandate to have a balanced budget, but that we are late going
into the July 4th weekend, and yet again, we do not have an
agreement on the budget.

That does not mean that I do not respect the fact that people
have worked very diligently and that people have very strong

positions, which I respect. I guess I am sharing in the collective
recognition that, you know, we are rightfully being chastised by
the electorate, and we should share that blame. It is not some-
thing that we should find acceptable. I am disappointed. Obvi-
ously, I am elated that we can go home for the weekend, but I
have to say that I am disappointed.

Other weekends and other years, we worked through and tried
to get some resolution. I do not know that there is going to be a
resolution, because it is clear that there are a number of individu-
als who have made statements--myself included--about not ac-
cepting revenue increases from a PIT. And if that should be ac-
cepted, then I think we need to move on and grapple with the fact
that additional revenue needs to be generated.

Just in closing, Mr. President, a couple of other varied points.
I know the Governor is being thrashed and bashed around the
Commonwealth. I think that is an unfortunate thing. I think the
Governor, to his credit, as the executor of State government,
feels very strongly that we do not have a balanced budget; that
we have to come up with additional revenues; that Senate Bill
No. 850 was not representative of a balanced budget; that he did
his best in his February Budget Address to be responsible; that
things have changed; that bookkeeping does not lie. So I really
do not blame the Governor.

I think the Governor has been consistent in his 7 years here,
that he--maybe that is why his mother and dad named him
Ed--that he wants to be an education Governor. He has put forth
creative programs and initiatives and funding to improve public
education, and I, for one, would greatly defend the Governor. I
know there is an ideological debate in this Senate, rightfully so,
about how public investments are made for community and eco-
nomic development, but speaking as a Senator from a three-
county area, including being the representative for a large part of
the city of Pittsburgh, I applaud those community and economic
development initiatives.

There is a reason why, as a backdrop, G-20 is coming to Pitts-
burgh. And the reinvigoration of our economy for "meds and
eds," as we use the phrase, coming from the collapse of steel in
the 1960s and 1970s - that does not just happen overnight. The
Governor does not sit on his hands and manage decline. This has
been an aggressive and progressive Governor who believes that
we need to support economic investment. You see that with our
capital assistance program, which has helped a plethora of eco-
nomic development initiatives, both private sector and the large
nonprofits, in the city of Pittsburgh. I hope that continues to be
the case, and I think it is very critical.

In closing, Mr. President, I guess what I am concerned about
is we have not fulfilled our task. There is a collective blame to
share--myself included, as a rank-and-file State Senator. But
what I am most upset about is there is not a vehicle for the
rank-and-file, myself included, to express what we feel are our
priorities. I do not accept the fact that libraries and the arts com-
munity needs to be decimated. I do not accept the fact that the
film credit and other kinds of initiatives, including the education
tax credit, need to be decimated. So I wish there were an oppor-
tunity for the lowly rank-and-file within the Senate and House to
express their will on what are the priorities.

There is no debate about the fact that revenue has to be gener-
ated, that these are hard times, that sincere cuts have to be made.
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I respect the Republicans on the aisle opposite for having raised
that as an issue and a premise. I respect that. But what I am dis-
appointed in is that we are not, then, able to convey what are the
ingredients of that adopted budget, albeit a budget that is in re-
trenchment and a budget that has to be realistic about what the
anticipated revenues are.

So I will just close with that. It is not a very good situation. I
think it is a collective embarrassment for everybody in this room,
regardless of party or position, that we have not concluded our
work. It is a grave disappointment, and it is unfair to the people
we represent, including those State employees who are very ap-
prehensive. I mean, times are tough enough as it is. There is
enough apprehension out there with the economic situation na-
tionally and internationally. We did not need to add to people's
woes. And I just feel that we should collectively hang our heads
in shame and be embarrassed about the fact that we have not
concluded our work.

So thank you, Mr. President. Enjoy the July 4th weekend.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Franklin, Senator Alloway.
Senator ALLOWAY. Mr. President, I rise to gently rebut the

good Senator from Allegheny County. Although he may be em-
barrassed and want to hang his head in shame, I will not hang my
head in shame. This body did its job. We deliberated Senate Bill
No. 850. We passed it. Almost 2 months ago, we sent it to the
House of Representatives, and we have yet to hear one word
from the House. So I will respectfully request that if there is any
anger or angst out there, please direct it to the House of Repre-
sentatives and ask them to put up something that we can debate.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Allegheny, Senator Costa.
Senator COSTA. Mr. President, it was not my intent to get up

and speak this morning. I think I have done enough of that over
the past several days. But let us be clear. Let us be clear with the
people watching this program that there is one budget that has
been proposed that is balanced. That is the Governor's budget; a
budget that has already taken, out of 2008-09, $500 million; and
a budget that has taken, out of 2009-10, a billion dollars in cuts.
He has also put on the table ways in which we can raise the ade-
quate revenue that we need to pass a balanced budget.

Senate Bill No. 850, when it left this Chamber, was almost
$900 million out of balance. Let us be clear. Let us not forget
about that - $900 million out of balance. We did not do anything
as it relates to passing a balanced budget, as we are constitution-
ally required. And since that time, that budget, Senate Bill No.
850, is now $1.5 billion out of balance.

Let us be clear. We have not met what we needed to do. There
is no question. But to say that the House has not acted is not
appropriate. This Chamber did not act. A budget, Senate Bill No.
850, when it passed here with 30 Republican votes in favor and
20 Democratic votes against, was nearly $900 million out of
balance, based on the balance sheet that was provided to us by
our colleagues on the other side. We now have a budget that is
now $1.5 billion out of balance. And my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle have recognized that, have stated that, and are
willing to work to address that.

But that is not the point. To stand up and say that we have
done what we needed to do; we have not. That is the only point
I want to get on the record.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Delaware, Senator Pileggi.
Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, just to make a few points

for those people who are watching. I think most of the people in
the room have heard these facts before, but for people who just
might be tuning in and listening to some of the recent commen-
tary - the bill that we passed in this Chamber, Senate Bill No.
850, at the time, was a balanced document. Certainly, things have
changed since May 6. The point that the House has not acted is
100-percent accurate and, frankly, undebatable. The House has
not taken up, in any way, a general appropriations bill--be it our
bill, Senate Bill No. 850, or the Governor's bill--and has not
taken up any tax bill that would be needed to support the Gover-
nor's spending plan.

So here we are on the 2nd of July, and the 203 Members of
the House--one of the most expensive General Assemblies in the
country--are there and are not debating, are not amending, are not
voting on the Governor's budget or a general appropriations bill,
be it ours--if they do not agree with ours, they certainly can bring
it to the floor and amend it in a way that they find acceptable. If
they really do believe in the Governor's appropriations bill, they
certainly can bring that to the floor and vote it down or vote it up
or amend it. So certainly, there is a lack of action in the House
that is undebatable.

The issue of the numbers, I will not get into in detail other
than to comment on the new math of a $2 billion reduction in
spending that ends up with a $1.2 billion increase in spending. I
do not know that most Pennsylvanians would understand that
kind of mathematics. Generally, when you reduce spending by $2
billion, the total goes down. In the Governor's budget, although
we heard today that it was reduced by $2 billion, the total went
up by $1.2 billion.

So everyone should know that the Governor's proposal is a
proposal for spending at $1.2 billion more than the current year's
spending, and it is supported by a $1.5 billion increase in the
personal income tax. We do not support an increase in the per-
sonal income tax. We do not support an increase in spending
above this year's spending, especially in the face of a $3.25 bil-
lion revenue shortfall. And we are looking for a budget plan that
is sustainable over the 2 to 3 , years that we believe we will be in
this recession.

So we look forward to working with our friends on the other
side of the aisle in this Chamber, our friends in the House, and
the Governor to try and reach an agreement, but I think people
watching this should be aware of what the facts are.

Thank you, Mr. President.

BILL SIGNED

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Joseph B. Scarnati
III) in the presence of the Senate signed the following bill:

SB 195.
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