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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2009

SESSION OF 2009 193RD OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 39

SENATE

WEDNESDAY, June 10, 2009

The Senate met at 11 a.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time.

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Joseph B. Scarnati III)
in the Chair.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Reverend Dr. PAUL D. GEHRIS, retired pas-
tor of American Baptist Churches - U.S.A., of Shermans Dale,
offered the following prayer:

Almighty and everlasting God, You who are called by many
names and approached in different ways, accept our gratitude for
this day, its privileges, and opportunities. We are thankful for our
Commonwealth, its founders, sustainers, and servants, and all
who are committed to the principles of the common weal.

I pray for this Senate of Pennsylvania. Grant to its elected
Members and staff the gifts of seeking truth and serving justice.
May they have a high sense of call, good sense, common sense,
and sensitivity. Help them to do good work here and in their
districts. Grant that wisdom be shared in committee and caucus
and on this historic floor. This prayer is offered in Your name.
Amen.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks the Reverend Paul
Gehris, who is the guest today of Senator Corman.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.)

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES

Senator RAFFERTY, from the Committee on Law and Jus-
tice, reported the following bills:

SB 883 (Pr. No. 1053)

An Act providing for the establishment and operation of the Penn-
sylvania Law Enforcement Officer Alert System; and imposing powers
and duties on the Pennsylvania State Police and the Department of
Transportation.

HB 48 (Pr. No. 2092) (Amended)

An Act amending the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, No.21), known
as the Liquor Code, further providing for definitions, and for limited
number of retail licenses to be issued in each county.

HB 115 (Pr. No. 2093) (Amended)

An Act amending the act of April 12, 1951 (P.L.90, No.21), known
as the Liquor Code, providing for an exception to the interlocking busi-
ness prohibition; further exempting certain hotels from certain require-
ments; and further providing for responsible alcohol management.

Senator FOLMER, from the Committee on Communications
and Technology, reported the following bills:

SB 621 (Pr. No. 710)

An Act relating to compliance with the Federal REAL ID Act of
2005 and other laws involving biometric and economic privacy.

SB 622 (Pr. No. 711)

An Act providing for the electronic swiping of a driver's license or
identification card.

SB 623 (Pr. No. 712)

An Act providing for biometric protection and for penalties.

RESOLUTION REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator FOLMER, from the Committee on Communications
and Technology, reported the following resolution:

SR 133 (Pr. No. 1134)

A Resolution urging the Governor and the General Assembly to
institute a mobilization strategy to manage funds from the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

The PRESIDENT. The resolution will be placed on the Calen-
dar.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Senator PILEGGI asked and obtained a leave of absence for
Senator GORDNER, for today's Session, for personal reasons.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
JOURNALS APPROVED

The PRESIDENT. The Journals of the Sessions of June 2,
2009, and June 3, 2009, are now in print.

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journals of the Sessions of
June 2, 2009, and June 3, 2009.
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Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that further reading
of the Journals be dispensed with and that the Journals be ap-
proved.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Alloway Ferlo One Vogel
Argall Folmer Piccola Ward
Baker Fontana Pileggi Washington
Boscola Greenleaf Pippy Waugh
Browne Hughes Rafferty White, Donald
Brubaker Kasunic Robbins White, Mary Jo
Corman Kitchen Scarnati Williams
Costa Leach Smucker Wonderling
Dinniman Logan Stack Wozniak
Earll Mcllhinney Stout Yaw
Eichelberger Mellow Tartaglione
Erickson Musto Tomlinson
Farnese O'Pake Vance

NAY-0

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question
was determined in the affirmative.

The PRESIDENT. The Journals are approved.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
GUESTS OF SENATOR VINCENT J. HUGHES

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Hughes.

Senator HUGHES. Mr. President, we are blessed to have with
us today--I am hoping they have arrived here, but it is important
that we have in the record books and in the Journal of the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania--they have been traveling
all across the Capitol, meeting and greeting, and saying hello to
folks, but it is the Daroff Dragons from the Samuel H. Daroff
Elementary School in my district in Philadelphia. This boys' and
girls' team won the elementary school 4x100-meter relay at the
Penn Relay Carnival just this past April.

Members of the team include: Jeremiah Kemp, Jamar Barnes,
Sihare Morgan, Maria Hairston, Imari Chaney, Lamar Baker,
Lheshawn Cephas-Lee, Ramon Leslie, Antonio Lynn, Terrell
Miles, Danielle Ashford, Marquis Young, Faith Weaver,
Tauheed Davenport, Charlie Wells, Ranisha Johnson, Milan
Clover, Darnell Young, Rayshard Johnson, Michael Shewster,
Dajon Murray, Davon Gay, Jaris Howard, Stephen Nesmith,
Antonio White-Edwards, Hakeem Hurt, Markanthony Berry, and
Mr. Andre Adams is a coach, and Ms. Sheena Frankin is also a
coach.

If they are here, I hope we recognize them. If they are not,
they are running to get here, Mr. President. They are on their way
here. Let us recognize them.

The PRESIDENT. Let us recognize them anyway.
(Applause.)

GUEST OF SENATOR JANE M. EARLL
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Erie, Senator Earll.

Senator EARLL. Mr. President, I rise today to introduce a
special guest who is spending the day visiting the State Capitol
and is serving as a Page in the Senate, Mr. Justin Schmid. Mr.
Schmid is from Jackson Township in Mount Pocono, Pennsylva-
nia. He is currently studying at Lock Haven University, where he
will be entering his sophomore year. He is very interested in the
field of criminal justice and is hoping to or aspires to be in law
enforcement, and I think that he has already evidenced a great
deal of work ethic and integrity by receiving an Eagle Scout
Award in 2007. I ask, Mr. President, if the Senate could give him
our usual warm welcome.

The PRESIDENT. Would the Senate join in welcoming Sena-
tor Earll's guest today.
(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR JAY COSTA
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, this morning, I ask that my
colleagues join me in welcoming a group of Pennsylvanians who
are working tirelessly to help citizens overcome disabilities, al-
lowing them to continue to contribute in their work, in their com-
munities, and in this Commonwealth. My guests are all involved
with the Epilepsy Foundation, one of the many great groups that
partner with the State to make sure their clients remain produc-
tive, rather than dependent, citizens. Their work is something to
be admired and very much appreciated, especially now, as we
struggle to make the most of what we can do for our Common-
wealth citizens.

So Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to join me in welcom-
ing to the Senate the following individuals who are here this
morning: Joyce Bender, the president and CEO of Bender Con-
sulting Services, Inc. - Joyce is very much involved with the
National Epilepsy Foundation; Denis McCarthy and his wife,
Elizabeth - Denis is the president of the board of directors of the
Epilepsy Foundation of Western and Central Pennsylvania; Tom
Trimm, past president and longtime member of the board of di-
rectors of the Epilepsy Foundation of Western and Central Penn-
sylvania; Judy Painter, executive director of the Epilepsy Foun-
dation of Western and Central Pennsylvania; Jeanette
Chelius--and she asked me to make certain I pronounced that
properly--executive director of the Epilepsy Foundation of East-
ern Pennsylvania. They are here today along with a few other
folks, Chuck Kolling from Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, as well
as Peggy Beam from western Pennsylvania.

So, Mr. President and my colleagues, give all of these individ-
uals a warm welcome, and thank them for the work they do in our
communities.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Costa please
rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)
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GUESTS OF SENATOR STEWART GREENLEAF
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montgomery, Senator Greenleaf.

Senator GREENLEAF. Mr. President, seated with us in the
gallery are several young athletes from my district who have
achieved great wins in track and field championships and re-
cords.

First, Michael Palmisano, a senior at Upper Dublin High
School, has won the Class AAA boys' 1,600-meter run event.
Michael also earned second place as a member of the school's
3,200-meter relay team. He holds school records for the
3,200-meter relay, the 800-meter relay, and also the 800-meter
run events. Michael now plans to attend Princeton University,
where he will continue participating in track and field.

Also with us are the members of the Central Bucks South
High School track and field team, who have just won the Class
AAA boys' 3,200-meter relay event, in which they set a new
State record. Under Head Coach Mike Cox and Assistant Coach
Jason Gable, the relay team is comprised of Jeff Dickson, Tom
Mallon, David Manion, and Mike Poiesz.

All of these athletes truly deserve recognition and praise for
their efforts, ability, diligence, and tenacious pursuit of athletic
excellence. They have brought great distinction to their schools
and this Commonwealth. Of course, also along with us are Mi-
chael's two coaches, as well, who have done an outstanding job
of coaching him and bringing him to these achievements and
championship records.

Mr. President, I ask that the Senate recognize my guests.
The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Greenleaf

please rise to be welcomed by the Senate.
(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR LLOYD K. SMUCKER
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lancaster, Senator Smucker.

Senator SMUCKER. Mr. President, I am pleased to introduce
my guest today, Brian Lyle of Wrightsville, York County. Brian
is being recognized as an exemplary citizen for his quick thinking
and follow-through in assisting the local police in the apprehen-
sion of a person who had just robbed a local bank. We hear often
that people are reluctant to get involved or are too busy to notice
things that are out of the ordinary in our communities. So it is an
honor to recognize someone who did take notice and took the
time to provide local authorities with critical information for law
enforcement.

Brian is the general manager of the Wrightsville Borough
Municipal Authority. He is married to Brenda. They have three
children: Travis, Tanya, and Lyndsey; as well as two grandchil-
dren, one who is here today, Skyler. I am delighted that they
could visit us today. Please give them a warm Pennsylvania Sen-
ate welcome.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Smucker
please rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR LeANNA WASHINGTON
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Philadelphia, Senator Washington.

Senator WASHINGTON. Mr. President, today, I am proud to
receive a visit from the faculty and students of Khepera Charter
School, located in the Fourth Senatorial District in Philadelphia.
Khepera educates students from kindergarten to eighth grade,
providing an African-centered academic education in addition to
teaching young people proper morals and cultural values. I ask
my colleagues to join me in giving a warm welcome to the fac-
ulty and students of Khepera Charter School.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Washington
please rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)

GUEST OF SENATOR MICHAEL BRUBAKER
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lancaster, Senator Brubaker.

Senator BRUBAKER. Mr. President, it is a special honor for
me to introduce Joseph Courtright from Manheim, Pennsylvania.
He is my shadow today. He enjoys soccer, he enjoys fencing, he
is a member of the YR organization, he is a member of COOL,
and he is learning Chinese. He goes to school at Manheim Cen-
tral School. He just finished the ninth grade, and he is looking
forward to his tenth-grade year. His parents are Karen and Bob.
I ask for a very special and warm greeting, please.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guest of Senator Brubaker
please rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR DAVID G. ARGALL
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Schuylkill, Senator Argall.

Senator ARGALL. Mr. President, I am pleased today to intro-
duce my very first guest Page, Joseph Shevokis, from Saint Clair,
a young man with a very lively interest in government and poli-
tics. He is joined in the gallery by his father, also Joseph
Shevokis, and Mr. Tom Cara, who is a member of the Tamaqua
Borough Council.

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Argall please
rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

(Applause.)

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request a recess of the
Senate for purposes, first, of a meeting of the Committee on Ap-
propriations to be held in the Rules room, to be followed by a
meeting of the Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations,
also to be held in the Rules room.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests a recess for pur-
poses of a meeting of the Committee on Appropriations, fol-



MEMBER OF THE ARCHITECTS
LICENSURE BOARD

April 6, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Howard K. Graves, AIA, 3479
Beechwood Boulevard, Pittsburgh 15217, Allegheny County, Forty-
third Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the Architects
Licensure Board, to serve until January 23, 2010, or until his successor
is appointed and qualified, but not longer than six months beyond that
period, vice Ana Guzman, Pittsburgh, deceased.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
OF EDINBORO UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
,advice and consent of the Senate, Raymond L. Dombrowski, Ed.D.,
4834 Idyllbrook Village Court, Erie 16506, Erie County, Forty-ninth
Senatorial District, for reappointment as a member of the Council of
Trustees of Edinboro University of Pennsylvania of the State System of
Higher Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2013, and
until his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
OF EDINBORO UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Dan Higham, 12538 Leslie Road,
Meadville 16335, Crawford County, Fiftieth Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of Edinboro Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher Education, to
serve until the third Tuesday of January 2013, and until his successor is
appointed and qualified, vice Benedict J. Miceli, Meadville, whose term
expired.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
OF EDINBORO UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 15, 2009
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lowed by a meeting of the Committee on Rules and Executive
Nominations in the Rules room. Without objection, the Senate
stands in recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I request a legislative leave
for Senator Yaw.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests a legislative leave
for Senator Yaw. Without objection, the leave will be granted.

REPORT FROM COMMITTEE ON RULES
AND EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS

Senator ROBBINS, from the Committee on Rules and Execu-
tive Nominations, reported the following nominations made by
His Excellency, the Governor of the Commonwealth, which were
read by the Clerk as follows:

MEMBER OF THE ANIMAL HEALTH
AND DIAGNOSTIC COMMISSION

May 12, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Duane L. Hertzler, RD 1, Box 361,
Loysville 17047, Perry County, Thirty-fourth Senatorial District, for
reappointment as a member of the Animal Health and Diagnostic Com-
mission, to serve for a term of four years and until his successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, but not longer than six months beyond that pe-
riod.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE ANIMAL HEALTH
AND DIAGNOSTIC COMMISSION

May 12, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Sheryl Long Vanco, RD 1, Box 61 X,
Bear Lake 16402, Warren County, Twenty-first Senatorial District, for
reappointment as a member of the Animal Health and Diagnostic Com-
mission, to serve for a term of four years and until her successor is ap-
pointed and qualified, but not longer than six months beyond that pe-
riod.

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor
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In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, John E. Horan, 3931 Trask Avenue,
Erie 16508, Erie County, Forty-ninth Senatorial District, for reappoint-
ment as a member of the Council of Trustees of Edinboro University of
Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher Education, to serve until the
third Tuesday of January 2013, and until his successor is appointed and
qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
OF EDINBORO UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Virginia L. McGarvey, 6750 Station
Road, Erie 16510, Erie County, Forty-ninth Senatorial District, for
reappointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of Edinboro
University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher Education, to
serve until the third Tuesday of January 2015, and until her successor
is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
OF EDINBORO UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, John A. Pulice, 3789 Timbercrest
Court, Erie 16506, Erie County, Forty-ninth Senatorial District, for
reappointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of Edinboro
University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher Education, to
serve until the third Tuesday of January 2015, and until his successor is
appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
OF EDINBORO UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Harold C. Shields, 2030 Piper Court,
Allison Park 15101, Allegheny County, Fortieth Senatorial District, for
reappointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of Edinboro
University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher Education, to
serve until the third Tuesday of January 2015, and until his successor is
appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF
THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 22, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Paul S. Dlugolecki, 303 Monroe
Street, Mechanicsburg 17055, Cumberland County, Thirty-first Senato-
rial District, for reappointment as a member of the Board of Governors
of the State System of Higher Education, to serve until December 31,
2010, and until his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF
THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 22, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Kenneth Jarin, One Greenbriar Circle,
Newtown 18940, Bucks County, Tenth Senatorial District, for reap-
pointment as a member of the Board of Governors of the State System
of Higher Education, to serve until December 31, 2012, and until his
successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF
THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 22, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Richard Kneedler, 1416 Newton
Road, Lancaster 17603, Lancaster County, Thirteenth Senatorial Dis-
trict, for appointment as a member of the Board of Governors of the
State System of Higher Education, to serve until December 31, 2012,
and until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice Kim Lyttle,
Marion Center, whose term expired.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF
THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 22, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Marie A. Conley Lammando, 742
South 80th Street, Harrisburg 17111, Dauphin County, Fifteenth Sena-
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tonal District, for reappointment as a member of the Board of Gover-
nors of the State System of Higher Education, to serve until December
31, 2012, and until her successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF
THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Thomas M. Sweitzer, 736 Harvard
Avenue, Swarthmore 19081, Delaware County, Twenty-sixth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the Board of Governors of the
State System of Higher Education, to serve until December 31, 2010,
and until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice David Holveck,
Malvern, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

April 22, 2009
MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF

To the Honorable, the Senate THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Joseph F. McGinn, 150 Edward
Street, Linwood 19061, Delaware County, Ninth Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Board of Governors of the State System
of Higher Education, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until his
successor is appointed and qualified, vice R. Benjamin Wiley, Erie,
deceased.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF
THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 22, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Christine J. Toretti, 2428 Oak Drive,
Indiana 15701, Indiana County, Forty-first Senatorial District, for reap-
pointment as a member of the Board of Governors of the State System
of Higher Education, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until her
successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

April 22, 2009
MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF

To the Honorable, the Senate THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Celestino R. Pennoni, 411 Valley
Glen Drive, Bryn Mawr 19010, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senato-
rial District, for reappointment as a member of the Board of Governors
of the State System of Higher Education, to serve until December 31,
2010, and until his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF
THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 22, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Harold C. Shields, 2030 Piper Court,
Allison Park 15101, Allegheny County, Fortieth Senatorial District, for
appointment as a member of the Board of Governors of the State System
of Higher Education, to serve until December 31, 2010, and until his
successor is appointed and qualified, vice Daniel P. Elby, York, whose
term expired.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF
THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 22, 2009

April 22, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Aaron A. Walton, 4283 Forest Glen
Drive, Allison Park 15101, Allegheny County, Fortieth Senatorial Dis-
trict, for reappointment as a member of the Board of Governors of the
State System of Higher Education, to serve until December 31, 2012,
and until his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF
KUTZTOWN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 30, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Charles T. Blocksidge, PhD, 222
Lakeside Drive, McKees Rocks 15136, Allegheny County, Forty-second
Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the Council of
Trustees of Kutztown University of Pennsylvania of the State System of
Higher Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2015, and
until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice David Jones, Wash-
ington, DC, whose term expired.

of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

EDWARD G. RENDELL
GovernorTo the Honorable, the Senate
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MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF
KUTZTOWN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 30, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Dianne M. Lutz, 6463 West Penn
Avenue, Wernersville 19565, Berks County, Forty-eighth Senatorial
District, for reappointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of
Kutztown University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher
Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2015, and until
her successor is appointed and qualified.

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Charles Ike, 610 North Abington
Road, Clarks Summit 18411, Lackawanna County, Twenty-second
Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the Council of
Trustees of Mansfield University of Pennsylvania of the State System
of Higher Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2015,
and until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice Robert O.
Toombs, New Bern, North Carolina, resigned.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
OF MANSFIELD UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

EDWARD G. RENDELL April 30, 2009

Governor To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF
KUTZTOWN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 30, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Richard L. Orwig, Esquire, 404 Lynne
Avenue, Wyomissing 19610, Berks County, Forty-eighth Senatorial
District, for reappointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of
Kutztown University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher
Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2015, and until
his successor is appointed and qualified.

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Ralph H. Meyer, 333 Fulton Street,
South Waverly 18840, Bradford County, Twenty-third Senatorial Dis-
trict, for reappointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of
Mansfield University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher
Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2015, and until
his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
OF MANSFIELD UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

EDWARD G. RENDELL
April 30, 2009

Governor To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF
KUTZTOWN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 30, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, John P. Wabby, 50 Bryn Mawr Ave-
nue, Pottsville 17901, Schuylkill County, Twenty-ninth Senatorial Dis-
trict, for reappointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of
Kutztown University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher
Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2015, and until
his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES
OF MANSFIELD UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION

April 30, 2009

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Robert D. Strohecker, O.D., 64 Pros-
pect Street, Mansfield 16933, Tioga County, Twenty-fifth Senatorial
District, for reappointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of
Mansfield University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher
Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2015, and until
his successor is appointed and qualified.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD OF NURSING

April 9, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Paulet Washington, 1159 Paulson
Avenue, Pittsburgh 15206, Allegheny County, Thirty-eighth Senatorial
District, for appointment as a member of the State Board of Nursing, to
serve until September 23, 2009, or until her successor is appointed and
qualified, but not longer than six months beyond that period, vice Mary
E. Bowen, R.N., CRNP, Wayne, resigned.

of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:
EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

To the Honorable, the Senate
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MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD OF BILL OVER IN ORDER
OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE

SB 138 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
May 15, 2009 order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Thomas Czarnecki, D.O., P.O. Box
4236, Harrisburg 17111, Dauphin County, Fifteenth Senatorial District,
for appointment as a member of the State Board of Osteopathic Medi-
cine, to serve until June 26, 2010, or until his successor is appointed
and qualified, but not longer than six months beyond that period, vice
Dr. Charles P. Fasano, Mifflinburg, deceased.

EDWARD G RENDELL
Governor

MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD
OF PHYSICAL THERAPY

April 15, 2009

To the Honorable, the Senate
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania:

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the
advice and consent of the Senate, Norman L. Johnson, PT, DPT, DEd,
104 Merrie Woode Drive, Pittsburgh 15235, Allegheny County, Forty-
third Senatorial District, for appointment as a member of the State
Board of Physical Therapy, to serve until October 2, 2012, and until his
successor is appointed and qualified, but not longer than six months
beyond that period, vice add to complement.

EDWARD G. RENDELL
Governor

NOMINATIONS LAID ON THE TABLE

Senator ROBBINS. Mr. President, I request that the nomina-
tions just read by the Clerk be laid on the table.

The PRESIDENT. The nominations will be laid on the table.

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator CORMAN, from the Committee on Appropriations,
reported the following bills:

SB 281 (Pr. No. 1074) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in high schools, further
providing for academic degrees; and, in State Board of Education, fur-
ther providing for powers and duties of board and for cooperation be-
tween the board and the Department of Education.

SB 893 (Pr. No. 1147) (Amended) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of June 14, 1961 (P.L.324, No.188),
known as The Library Code, further providing for waiver of standards;
and providing for State aid for fiscal year 2009-2010.

CALENDAR

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 240 (Pr. No. 1071) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Titles 35 (Health and Safety) and 75 (Vehicles)
of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, regulating emergency medi-
cal services systems; providing for licensure; conferring powers and
duties on the Department of Health; further defining "emergency vehi-
cle; providing for penalties; providing for Emergency Medical Services
Operating Fund distributions; and making a related repeal.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Luzerne, Senator Baker.

Senator BAKER. Mr. President, over the past 25 years, emer-
gency response has evolved rapidly, and emergency medical
services are no exception. The demands are heavier. More pro-
fessionals are involved full-time. More time is devoted. Technol-
ogy and techniques are far advanced. Training requirements are
substantially upgraded. These are positive developments for the
health and safety of our residents.

But there is a problem. The EMS provisions in current State
law no longer reflect what is actually happening in communities
across the Commonwealth. In this fast-response, high-tech, cri-
sis-centered world, Pennsylvania is stuck with an outdated law.
The stakes are sizeable. During the time it takes to say an average
sentence, there will have been an EMS dispatch somewhere in
Pennsylvania. Nearly 2 million calls are logged per year; that is
a dispatch every 18 seconds. Historically, EMS units were nearly
all adjuncts of local fire departments, but today, only about a
third are volunteer. This has become serious business. We want
to be sure that the training and certifications are in good order.
We want to make doubly sure skilled units are enabled to do their
jobs and the inefficient ones are brought up to full capacity.

National standards have been developed that should be recog-
nized in State law. And in our border counties, mutual aid from
services in neighboring States is a key component, yet right now,
there is no legal recognition of the practice. Whenever a body of
law is rewritten, there is always suspicion that things will become
too bureaucratic and that actions once done on a handshake basis
will now require added paperwork and time-sapping approvals.
Care was given and taken to avoid those pitfalls.

The legislation we are about to vote on is 10 years in the mak-
ing. It has been revised countless times to reflect considerable
input from providers and concerned organizations. Trust and
assurance have come together as a result of the Department of
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Health's commitment to a transparent and open process. It costs
us almost nothing to do this, but the gain is significant. The re-
vamped law prevents confusion, promotes cooperation, provides
certainty in standards, and helps those in the business of saving
lives to do their work efficiently and effectively. Both sides, the
service providers and the families in need, want things done
quickly and properly to enhance the chances of a positive out-
come.

The nearly'3,500 entities that are part of the EMS system play
an indispensable role in our communities. We owe them our
respect and gratitude, but we also owe them a law that allows
them to operate in the best fashion possible. So I urge your sup-
port of Senate Bill No. 240. It is essential to insuring the highest
quality of patient care and public safety within our emergency
medical system in Pennsylvania.

Thank you, Mr. President.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Alloway Ferlo One Vogel
Argall Folmer Piccola Ward
Baker Fontana Pileggi Washington
Boscola Greenleaf Pippy Waugh
Browne Hughes Rafferty White, Donald
Brubaker Kasunic Robbins White, Mary Jo
Corman Kitchen Scarnati Williams
Costa Leach Smucker Wonderling
Dinniman Logan Stack Wozniak
Earll Mcllhinney Stout Yaw
Eichelberger Mellow Tartaglione
Erickson Musto Tomlinson
Farnese O'Pake Vance

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

SB 241 (Pr. No. 246) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of February 19, 1980 (P.L.15, No.9),
known as the Real Estate Licensing and Registration Act, defining
"qualified association"; further providing for prohibited acts and for
duties of licensee generally; and providing for handling of deposits and
other escrows.

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Alloway Ferlo Orie Vogel
Argall Folmer Piccola Ward
Baker Fontana Pileggi Washington
Boscola Greenleaf Pippy Waugh
Browne Hughes Rafferty White, Donald
Brubaker Kasunic Robbins White, Mary Jo
Corman Kitchen Scarnati Williams
Costa Leach Smucker Wonderling
Dinniman Logan Stack Wozniak
Earll Mcllhinney Stout Yaw
Eichelberger Mellow Tartaglione
Erickson Musto Tomlinson
Farnese O'Pake Vance

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 287 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Senator John C. Rafferty,
Jr.) in the Chair.

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 380 (Pr. No. 378) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act designating a bridge on that portion of Route 219 over the
Little Toby Creek, Brockway Borough, Jefferson County, as the Chris-
topher E. Loudon Memorial Bridge.

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair recognizes the gentle-
man from Jefferson, Senator Scarnati.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Mr. President, it is with great
honor today that we consider Senate Bill No. 380. Senate Bill
No. 380 is a bridge-naming bill which names a bridge in my
hometown, Brockway, as the Christopher E. Loudon Memorial
Bridge.

Christopher was born on March 25, 1983, in DuBois. He
graduated from Slippery Rock University with a degree in envi-
ronmental science in 2005. After graduation, Christopher entered
the United States Army on September 9, 2005, was commis-
sioned as an infantry officer, and was assigned to the 2nd Pla-
toon, Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regiment,
1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division, at Fort Hood, Texas. Second
Lieutenant Loudon deployed to Iraq in 2006 in support of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom. During his service, Second Lieutenant
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Loudon was killed in Baghdad on October 17, 2006, when an
improvised explosive device detonated near his vehicle.

During his service in the United States Army, Christopher
received the following awards and decorations: the Bronze Star
Medal, the Purple Heart, the National Defense Service Medal,
the Iraq Campaign Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Service
Medal, the Army Service Ribbon, the Combat Infantryman
Badge, and the Ranger Tab.

GUESTS OF THE PRESIDENT
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. I had a very distinct honor,
after Christopher was killed in Iraq, to visit the home of his par-
ents and present them with a condolence citation from this body.
Today, Christopher's parents, Randy and Susan, and his brother,
Jonathan, are joining us here in the gallery. Today, we honor
their son and their family for their sacrifice, their tremendous
strength, and their service to our nation. If the family could
please rise to be welcomed by the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Would the guests of Senator
Scarnati please stand.

(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Today, I thank my colleagues

and the Loudon family, and I certainly thank their son for his
great sacrifice. I ask for support of this bill. Thank you, Mr. Pres-
ident.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Alloway Ferlo One Vogel
Argall Folmer Piccola Ward
Baker Fontana Pileggi Washington
Boscola Greenleaf Pippy Waugh
Browne Hughes Rafferty White, Donald
Brubaker Kasunic Robbins White, Mary Jo
Corman Kitchen Scarnati Williams
Costa Leach Smucker Wonderling
Dinniman Logan Stack Wozniak
Earll Mcllhinney Stout Yaw
Eichelberger Mellow Tartaglione
Erickson Musto Tomlinson
Farnese O'Pake Vance

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

• The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Joseph B.
Scarnati III) in the Chair.

BILL LAID ON THE TABLE

SB 573 (Pr. No. 757) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, providing for the offense of failure to provide
identification to law enforcement authorities.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was laid on the table.

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 598 (Pr. No. 888) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in pupils and attendance,
further providing for liability for tuition and enforcement of payment
and for cost of tuition.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-41

Alloway Erickson One Vogel
Argall Folmer Piccola Ward
Baker Fontana Pileggi Waugh
Boscola Greenleaf Pippy White, Donald
Browne Kasunic Rafferty White, Mary Jo
Brubaker Leach Robbins Wonderling
Corman Logan Scarnati Wozniak
Costa Mcllhinney Smucker Yaw
Dinniman Mellow Stout
Earll Musto Tomlinson
Eichelberger O'Pake Vance

NAY-8

Farnese Hughes Stack Washington
Ferlo Kitchen Tartaglione Williams

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

SB 736 (Pr. No. 1145) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-

ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, further providing for posses-
sion and use of asthma inhalers and epinephrine auto-injectors.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,



YEA-49

Alloway Ferlo One Vogel
Argall Folmer Piccola Ward
Baker Fontana Pileggi Washington
Boscola Greenleaf Pippy Waugh
Browne Hughes Rafferty White, Donald
Brubaker Kasunic Robbins White, Mary Jo
Corman Kitchen Scarnati Williams
Costa Leach Smucker Wonderling
Dinniman Logan Stack Wozniak
Earll Mcllhinney Stout Yaw
Eichelberger Mellow Tartaglione
Erickson Musto Tomlinson
Farnese O'Pake Vance

NAY-0
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On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Allegheny, Senator Orie.

Senator ORIE. Mr. President, I rise in support of Senate Bill
No. 736. This legislation would amend the School Code by al-
lowing students with severe allergies to carry EpiPens, upon
approval by their physicians and parents. There are 3 million
children suffering from allergies in the United States, and this
would allow them to carry their medication to school, where
many are allergic to peanuts, bee stings, et cetera. This could
lead to a life or death situation. There are 44 States that allow
students to carry EpiPens, and it is time for Pennsylvania to ad-
dress this issue as well. I ask for an affirmative vote.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILL REREFERRED

HB 39 (Pr. No. 2058) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, further providing for cruelty to animals.

BILL LAID ON THE TABLE

SB 143 (Pr. No. 939) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, providing for prohibiting the operation of motor vehicles
while using electronic wireless communications devices.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was laid on the table.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 187, HB 262, HB 263, SB 264, SB 288 and SB 298 --
Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the
request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 301 (Pr. No. 300) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 30 (Fish) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes, further providing for license fee for deployed Pennsylvania
National Guard members and for resident license and fee exemptions.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

SB 302 (Pr. No. 301) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 34 (Game) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, further providing for resident license and fee exemptions
for deployed Pennsylvania National Guard members.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILL LAID ON THE TABLE

SB 354 (Pr. No. 352) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act providing for restroom access for certain customers of retail
establishments and for a penalty.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was laid on the table.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER
Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice

vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Judiciary.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 112 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

HB 370, HB 421, SB 441, SB 547, SB 572, SB 607, SB 688,
SB 698, SB 746, SB 747, SB 852, SB 862, SB 886, SB 888, SB
901, SB 921, SB 936, HB 985, HB 988 and HB 1342 -- Without
objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the request
of Senator PILEGGI.
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SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No. 1

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 281 (Pr. No. 1074) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14),
known as the Public School Code of 1949, in high schools, further
providing for academic degrees; and, in State Board of Education, fur-
ther providing for powers and duties of board and for cooperation be-
tween the board and the Department of Education.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Allegheny, Senator Orie.

Senator ORIE. Mr. President, I rise in support of Senate Bill
No. 281. At this time, I would like to thank the chairman of the
Committee on Education, Senator Piccola, and the minority
chair, Senator Dinniman, for their tireless efforts on working with
all the stakeholders - the administration, the General Assembly,
schools, teachers, and education organizations, as well as busi-
nesses across this State, and other vested interest groups - to
insure that all the stakeholders work together to formulate educa-
tion policy. To their credit, Senator Piccola and Senator
Dinniman tried, until even during last week's meeting of the
Committee on Education, to forge a compromise that would have
led to a full legislative buy-in. I was willing to sign off on that
compromise, but it was nixed by the administration. I ask all my
colleagues to support and vote for Senate Bill No. 281, and I
would like to submit the remainder of my remarks for the record.

The PRESIDENT. The remarks will be spread upon the re-
cord.

(The following prepared remarks were made part of the re-
cord at the request of the gentlewoman from Allegheny, Senator
ORIE.)

Mr. President, I rise in support of Senate Bill No. 281. Last year,
the Rendell administration proposed a new high school testing scheme,
Graduation Competency Assessments, that all students would have to
pass in order to graduate. At the time, a coalition of 24 education orga-
nizations, including schools boards, teachers, and the NAACP, opposed
the GCAs for a host of reasons: it would be a new mandate; it would
erode local control; it would add another layer of testing to the school
year; it would only tell us what we already know, rather than providing
supports like remediation in the early (third through eighth grade) years;
it would punish too many students; and it would cost too much money.
It is important to note that the Department of Education has had the
ability, under Chapter 4 regulations, to review and improve upon local
assessments, but the Department has ignored this set of tools until now.

Last Session, former Senate Education Committee Chairman Jim
Rhoades, a man whose life was education, called the GCAs "just an-
other fad. ..that won't help a single student anywhere." As such, Senator

Rhoades sponsored legislation, Senate Bill No. 1442, which would bar
the Department of Education from establishing any new statewide re-
quirement for high school graduation without legislative approval. This
bill passed the Senate 48 to 2.

In connection with last year's budget, the Governor signed into law
legislation, House Bill No. 1067, that prohibited the Department from
"promulgating, approving, or proposing a regulation to change or estab-
lish high school graduation requirements during the 2008-09 Fiscal
Year." Despite this law and the opposition from so many education
groups, the administration continued to "develop" the GCAs. In October
of last year, Senators Pileggi and Rhoades, and I wrote to the Governor
asking for a halt to the tests when it came to our attention that the De-
partment issued an RFP to develop the tests. Then, in February, Senator
Piccola, the new Senate Education Committee Chairman, asked the
Department to refrain from signing a contract on the GCAs.

I reintroduced the Rhoades legislation as Senate Bill No. 281, and
to be very clear, the bill was written to strictly prohibit the Department
from establishing any new statewide requirement for high school gradu-
ation without legislative approval. It would also bar the Department
from developing the GCAs until the General Assembly specifically
appropriates funding.

Over the past few months, there have been many developments.
The administration put out a new scheme: Keystone Exams. Then, a
PSEA-led coalition came up with an alternative "Keystone Exams 2.0"
proposal. Meanwhile, to their credit, Senate Education Committee
Chairmen Piccola and Dinniman were trying to work with the adminis-
tration and stakeholders on a compromise that everyone could live with.
However, on the same day that Senators Piccola and Dinniman con-
vened a session to forge a compromise, the Department signed a $201
million contract with a vendor to develop the tests, without even in-
forming the Senators that this was being done.

At a time when the Commonwealth faces a $3.2 billion deficit and
a growing revenue shortfall, it flies in the face of common sense to start
a new program, particularly when so many worthy and proven programs
face cuts, such as the EITC. The truth is that this administration has
been headstrong in its desire to establish this new, high-stakes test with-
out any legislative buy-in. It is the very same attitude that has damned
so many other issues over the years, like Outcomes-Based Education
and the Casey Emissions Testing program. So much time and money
was wasted on controversial programs that could have been done right
by gaining legislative support. Senator Anthony Williams put it best: it
is about the kids. All stakeholders - the Governor, the General Assem-
bly, schools, teachers, the business community, and other vested inter-
ests - need to work together to formulate education policy.

To his credit, Senator Piccola tried until and even during last week's
Senate Education Committee meeting to forge a compromise that would
have led to full legislative buy-in. I was willing to sign off on the com-
promise, but it was nixed by the administration. The Senate Education
Committee was unanimous in its view that legislation like Senate Bill
No. 281 was needed. The bill was further strengthened by adding lan-
guage making absolutely clear, in no uncertain terms, that the adminis-
tration, the Department of Education, or the State Board of Education
are not to proceed on any new graduation requirement or even the de-
velopment of an assessment without legislative approval.

Mr. President, today, we can send a clear message to the Governor
that we cannot waste $201 million on a new program. We can send a
message that the Governor's proposal is off-base. And most importantly,
we can send a strong message that the Governor needs to work with the
General Assembly to enact strong education policies that truly stand the
test of time.

Mr. President, I thank my colleagues for their vote last Session. I
thank the Senate Education Committee for its vote last Wednesday. I
thank Senator Corman for bringing the bill out of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee today. And I thank Senators Scarnati, Pileggi, Piccola,
and Dinniman for working with me on this very important issue.

Mr. President, I ask my colleagues to join me in support of Senate
Bill No. 281.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.
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Senator COSTA. Mr. President, I, too, rise, first, to acknowl-
edge and extend our collective appreciation to Senator Piccola
and Senator Dinniman for the work they did in terms of trying to
reach a consensus as it relates to this very, very important issue.
Clearly, I think, my colleague, Senator Wozniak, mentioned in
the meeting of the Committee on Appropriations a few moments
ago that this whole notion about how we deal with education
issues in this Commonwealth, particularly issues of this nature,
are extremely, extremely important, and we have to be careful as
we proceed down this path.

It is our hope that the purpose of moving this legislation in a
very quick fashion is directly related to the ability to get the par-
ties and interests together, to make certain that we work together
and that we continue that dialogue that is taking place. The Mem-
bers of the Committee on Education, led by the respective chair-
persons, were doing a very good job in terms of trying to build
a consensus, until other things intervened, I should say. My hope
is that we can get back on track, have this dialogue, but also rec-
ognize that our responsibility, as it relates to education as a
whole, is very, very important.

As we proceed down this budget path--and we are proceeding
down it right now--we need to be cognizant of the fact that we
have to have the ability to provide resources to our school dis-
tricts in the appropriate manner. In order to do that, we have to
make certain that we make the tough decisions that need to be
made here in this General Assembly, and we will be doing that
in the next several weeks. As it relates to this particular issue, I
think that it is important that we acknowledge that--it does not
matter what standards are in place, whether or not the standards
adopted by this General Assembly or working with the Board of
Education, others--if we do not have the adequate resources be-
ing driven out to our school districts, it does not make a differ-
ence what level of standards we have in place.

So I think, collectively, we all need to get together and work
together to make certain that we drive out the appropriate level
of spending in education, but also work to acknowledge that we
need to provide our school districts the tools and the assessment
tools to be able to provide an environment in which our students
in this Commonwealth are getting an appropriate education, one
that, as much as possible, is uniform across this Commonwealth.

So I intend to support the legislation, hopefully, to move the
message along that we need to be part of this process, and we
will be part of the process between now and the time the budget
is finally enacted. Thank you very much, Mr. President.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Dauphin, Senator Piccola.

Senator PICCOLA. Mr. President, this bill, Senate Bill No.
281, ostensibly puts an end to a concept known as graduation
competency assessments. That is some kind of basic requirement
that high school kids would need to achieve in order to receive
high school diplomas in Pennsylvania.

As has, I think, been reiterated on the record a number of
times today and in the past, I have been a strong proponent of
this concept for many years and, actually, last year, before I was
the chairman of the Committee on Education, was one of only
two Members of the Senate to support the administration and
oppose the current moratorium on spending for the implementa-
tion of graduation competency assessments. My commitment to

having Pennsylvania achieve a graduation competency assess-
ment of some form or fashion remains as strong now as it has
ever been.

I will be supporting this legislation, however, because I have
advised the administration and I have advised my colleagues that
whatever we do in this area requires legislative support. This is
a major step forward for Pennsylvania. It will affect the life of
every child graduating from high school in Pennsylvania and, by
extension, their parents, the administrators of their schools, and
their teachers and the school boards as well, and probably the
taxpayers, in the long run, hopefully in a beneficial way.

So it requires that before we launch into this, that it cannot be
done strictly by regulation by the State Board of Education, and
it cannot be done strictly by passing a statute here in the General
Assembly. It has to be a collaborative effort, where everybody
has the opportunity to make their views known and to have the
legislature sign off, as the representatives of the people, to have
the legislature sign off on the final product, and more impor-
tantly, the final direction and how we implement that final prod-
uct.

That has been my goal, working with Senator Dinniman, since
we had a hearing on this subject back in February of this year.
Unfortunately, that is something, apparently, the administration
did not quite understand or listen to quite attentively enough, and
we find ourselves here today, unfortunately, having to pass this
legislation. Ironically, however, I believe that the passage of this
legislation, which ostensibly is to put an end, at least for the time
being, to the concept of GCAs, will actually and ironically speed
up the effort in coming to a final product.

I am hopeful that we can do it soon, but sooner or later, Penn-
sylvania has to take this step, because we are spending untold
billions--and that is billions with a 'B"--of dollars on public edu-
cation in Pennsylvania, and the taxpayers are demanding that the
product that is graduating from our high schools has to be edu-
cated and accomplished. And this concept will do that if we do
it right and it has the broad support of this legislature and all
Pennsylvanians. So I, ironically, urge support of this bill today.
Thank you, Mr. President.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Chester, Senator Dinniman.

Senator DINNIMAN. Mr. President, I rise in support of the
bill, and especially to thank Senator Piccola and Senator One for
their leadership on this issue. As Senator Piccola stated, Senator
Piccola is probably the prime advocate within this body for this
piece of legislation. I am one of the prime opponents, but the
point is, the two of us came to the same conclusion when we
were trying to reach a middle ground, when we brought together
all of the parties involved - PSSA, PSEA, PFT, the principals,
the superintendents, the department, the Pennsylvania School
Boards Association.

And not only did Senator Piccola and I bring them together,
Mr. President, in a bipartisan manner, but we then invited the
House to join us, and the Democratic chairman, the Majority
chairman in the House, Representative Roebuck, joined us, too.
We sat there, and we agreed on a set of ways to proceed. We all
understand that in the high schools of this Commonwealth, in the
public schools of this Commonwealth, we demand accountabil-
ity. We all understand that every student needs to be taught to the
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top of the curriculum. Every student needs to be work-ready. And
we actually had put together the first major step to accomplish
this goal.

Little did we know that at the very moment we were doing
that, the Department of Education, which was present during
these discussions, was proceeding to sign a $200-million con-
tract. So literally, the efforts of Senator Piccola and me--first, to
reach middle ground ourselves, and second, to bring in the House
to reach that middle ground, and third, to bring in all of the edu-
cational constituencies to build that middle ground--was having
the rug taken out from beneath us.

And finally, let me say, any good piece of legislation needs
everyone's input. The fount of all wisdom, when it comes to edu-
cation, does not belong to the Governor's Office, to the Senate,
to the House, or to a particular jurisdiction. It belongs to all of
us, and we will get good legislation when we are all involved. I
urge an affirmative vote today, because an affirmative vote is not
only on this issue, but it is making a statement that if we make
important decisions involving education, which affects every
youngster in this Commonwealth, those decisions need to be
made by the legislative and the executive branches together, not
by either alone. So in order to assert our legislative responsibility
and role, we need to vote unified, all 50 of us together, on this
bill, affirmatively.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Philadelphia, Senator Williams.
Senator WILLIAMS. Mr. President, just for the benefit of

clarity, can I ask that the maker of the bill stand for a brief period
of interrogation?

The PRESIDENT. Senator Hughes requests interrogation of
the maker of the bill. She indicates that she will.

I apologize, Senator Williams. You may proceed.
Senator WILLIAMS. My half-brother is not here, but I will

talk to him later about this. Thank you. He is like 500 pounds
lighter, but that is okay. I am a little bit fluxed.

Mr. President, for the benefit of those who are not as engaged
in this issue as all of us who were about this, because I am clearly
in support of this moratorium, there are some Members who are
still asking the question of how to vote. There are those who are
for the assessments and there are those who are against the as-
sessments, and then there are those who--most of us--are in the
middle. That is, we may be for an assessment, we are just not
clear about what it is going to look like.

And so, for the benefit of those of us who are here--and
frankly, I think it is win-win for all of us--can you clarify: If we
vote for your particular bill today, what is the consequence of the
.assessment process going forward?

Senator ORIE. Mr. President, in essence, it would have, be-
fore they could ever move forward on any GCAs, or graduation
assessment or Keystone, whatever acronym the Governor wants
to use to describe it, they would have to get legislative approval.
It would go through -- they would not be able to just do it by
regulation. The legislature in both Chambers would have to vote
on it. In addition, in regard to funding it, the legislature would
have to approve the funding for any movement of this assessment
test.

Senator WILLIAMS. Mr. President, so even the Members
who want to have an assessment exam but want to have input can
feel comfortable that they are not necessarily, as it was described,
punishing children, but actually want to encourage the process,
but they want to make it as complete as possible.

Senator ORIE. Correct, Mr. President. I think to put it best,
when Senator Williams was speaking in the Committee on Edu-
cation, he said that this is about the children, and that should be
our priority. And I think everybody, every stakeholder, whether
you are for or against these GCAs, should have the ability to look
at this, have input on this, and whether we move forward or not
move forward, that it be legislative approval, not just ramrodded
through, when there are actual concerns with some of the machi-
nations of this assessment test by the Governor.

Senator WILLIAMS. Thank you, Mr. President. That ends my
period of interrogation. I would like to close with comments.

The PRESIDENT. The gentleman may proceed.
Senator WILLIAMS. Mr. President, for those of us who are

following this process--and I want to be clear, I am going to vote
for this bill today--I am in a similar position to Senator Piccola.
And I think, frankly, Senator Piccola and Senator Dinniman have
done a wonderful job on this Committee on Education. There are
a number of initiatives which we are working on which, frankly,
truly reflect a bipartisan effort. And in order to do anything in
education, it really requires all of us to work together. But on this
particular sticky and thorny issue, I think they, frankly, have
carved out an appropriate compromise, and that has allowed for
all voices to be heard. I thank Senator One for her work on this
bill, and for those reasons, I think all of us should support it. But
that said, there is going to come a day when we have to make a
decision about this, and I will be for that day, hopefully sooner
rather than later, supporting the assessment exam moving for-
ward.

But I also want to make sure that people understand the exam
is reflective of a student's total education experience in our pub-
lic system. And unfortunately, far too many are not getting what
they need. And so I do not want false expectations to be raised
that we are going to have this exam and that is going to fix the
problems of our public education system. It is not.

I think Senator Dinniman has mentioned it, and I know Sena-
tor Piccola has mentioned it, all of us. For the billions of dollars
we are spending on public education in Pennsylvania, there has
to be accountability from day one. We can no longer sort of skirt
the conversation about what the outcome is going to be. We can-
not wait for an exam to produce other unfortunate results, and
that is children will not get their diplomas because they have
been tricked by the grades that they have been receiving. It is my
hope that this will elevate what we should be doing about public
education, and that is being much more critical, much more cre-
ative in terms of reforming it, and frankly, much more account-
able in terms of the process.

And I also hope that those who find us on the opposite side of
this bill today will not do what we have been doing. You know,
we have been personalizing. If criticism flies across this Capitol,
people get affronted by that. There was a moment in the hearing
when somebody thought I was trying to personalize this to a
member of the administration. I am not. I do not have a problem
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with anybody in this process. I do not care if you agree with me
or disagree with me. But the point is, all of us need to participate
in this process, to come up with outcomes that all of us can be
measured by and accountable by. We do that every 4 years here.
I am comfortable doing that. And for those reasons, I support the
legislation today and thank those who have been involved.

Thank you, Mr. President.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-48

Alloway Farnese O'Pake Tomlinson
Argall Folmer One Vance
Baker Fontana Piccola Vogel
Boscola Greenleaf Pileggi Ward
Browne Hughes Pippy Washington
Brubaker Kasunic Rafferty Waugh
Corman Kitchen Robbins White, Donald
Costa Leach Scarnati White, Mary Jo
Dinniman Logan Smucker Williams
Earl! McIlhinney Stack Wonderling
Eichelberger Mellow Stout Wozniak
Erickson Musto Tartaglione Yaw

NAY-]

Ferlo

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
SENATE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

Senators HUGHES, KITCHEN, STACK, WOZNIAK,
FARNESE, BAKER, KASUNIC, FERLO, STOUT, FONTANA,
GREENLEAF, ERICKSON, TARTAGLIONE, O'PAKE, MEL-
LOW, COSTA, PILEGGI and EARLL, by unanimous consent,
offered Senate Resolution No. 135, entitled:

A Resolution recognizing June 10, 2009, as "Patient Advocate
Day" in Pennsylvania.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Hughes.

Senator HUGHES. Mr. President, I will not take liberty at this
moment. I will just let it go.

Mr. President, I will do my best to be brief. This recognizes
June 10, 2009, as "Patient Advocate Day," and it is something
that we do on an annual basis. It is extremely important, the ad-
vocacy of our fellow humanity when they go into healthcare situ-
ations in seeking professional health services.

But it even rises to a greater level of importance that we have
continued public conversation about these kinds of matters, even
in a resolution that honors Patient Advocate Day. We also need
to take the time to be mindful that there is an ever-increasing
number, in this Commonwealth and across Pennsylvania, who
have no health insurance. As the economy worsens, as Pennsyl-
vania, unfortunately, rises toward an unemployment rate getting
close to 9 percent--fortunately, still trailing the national unem-
ployment rate by almost a full point but still rising high with
respect to unemployment--that puts more and more individuals
in a crisis situation with respect to their health and also with re-
spect to having coverage for health insurance for any kind of
medical attention that they may need.

We use June 10 as Patient Advocate Day to take a moment to
recognize this important day, but also to recognize the larger
health crisis that exists, which is to address the issue of the unin-
sured in this Commonwealth and across the entire nation. It is
still out there. It is hanging over us. It is a very difficult and
dreadful situation, and we must summon up, if you will, Mr.
President, the legislative intestinal fortitude and the political and
public policy will to get something significant achieved for those
who need us to stand for them the most.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.

Senators COSTA, RAFFERTY and EICHELBERGER, by
unanimous consent, offered Senate Resolution No. 136, entitled:

A Resolution designating June 10, 2009, as "Epilepsy Awareness
Day" in Pennsylvania.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.

Senator COSTA. Mr. President, as was stated, this resolution
recognizes June 10, 2009, as "Epilepsy Awareness Day" here in
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Mr. President, as my col-
leagues know, I have spoken on this resolution, I think, every
year that I have been here in the General Assembly. I think it is
something that is very important that our colleagues recognize as
a very, very important day.

Mr. President, epilepsy is a neurological condition sometimes
referred to as a seizure disorder and characterized by recurring
seizures. Up to 50,000 Americans die each year from seizures
and related causes, including sudden unexplained death in epi-
lepsy. Epilepsy can affect anyone at any time during their life-
time, and up to 3 percent of our population will develop epilepsy
before the age of 75.

Epilepsy affects more than 200,000 Pennsylvanians and their
families, and the Epilepsy Foundation in this Commonwealth is
dedicated to insuring that all people with seizures are able to
participate in all life experiences. The Epilepsy Foundation, in
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terms of advocacy, Mr. President, works to control, prevent, and
cure epilepsy through services, education, and advocacy, as I
mentioned, but most importantly, through research as well.

So I ask my colleagues today to extend their appreciation and
support for the work of the epilepsy foundations throughout this
Commonwealth, and I ask for unanimous support for this resolu-
tion. Thank you, Mr. President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.

Senator O'PAKE, on behalf of Senator MUSTO, by unani-
mous consent, offered the following resolution, which was read
as follows:

In the Senate, June 10, 2009

WHEREAS, The Senate of Pennsylvania mourns the loss of
Trooper Joshua D. Miller, a member of the Pennsylvania State Police,
who lost his life in the line of duty at the age of thirty-four on June 7,
2009, while attempting to rescue a kidnapped child, who was success-
fully returned to safety; and

WHEREAS, An April 2003 graduate of the Pennsylvania State
Police Academy in Hershey, Trooper Miller was stationed at the
Swiftwater Barracks in Monroe County and became a certified Drug
Recognition Expert in April 2009. Trooper Miller had previously served
with the Tunkhannock Police Department in Wyoming County; and

WHEREAS, Trooper Miller faithfully endeavored to preserve and
protect the health, safety and welfare of his fellow citizens
throughout his tenure of service. In the finest spirit of public service, he
demonstrated exemplary knowledge, ability and integrity in carrying out
his many responsibilities and earned deep respect and gratitude for his
tireless devotion to duty; now therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Senate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylva-
nia note with great sadness the passing of Trooper Joshua D. Miller,
whose life greatly benefited all those who lived, served and worked with
him; and extend heartfelt condolences to his wife, Angela Miller; three
children; and many other family members, friends and fellow troopers.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
(Whereupon, the Senate en bloc stood in a moment of silence

in solemn respect to the memory of Trooper JOSHUA MILLER.)
The PRESIDENT. The Chair declares the resolution unani-

mously adopted.

Senators LEACH, WASHINGTON, STOUT, ORIE, LO-
GAN, BOSCOLA, FARNESE, ERICKSON, FONTANA,
KASUNIC, BAKER, ALLOWAY, EARLL, WILLIAMS, MEL-
LOW, RAFFERTY, FERLO, HUGHES, WOZNIAK, PILEGGI,
TOMLINSON, KITCHEN, O'PAKE, TARTAGLIONE, M.
WHITE, WONDERLING, FOLMER, GREENLEAF, PIPPY,
STACK and COSTA, by unanimous consent, offered Senate
Resolution No. 137, entitled:

A Resolution designating June 13, 2009, as "Alex's Lemonade
Stand Day" in Pennsylvania and encouraging all citizens to contribute
to the Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation and other pediatric cancer
research programs.

Which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote.

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Jacob T.
Horejs, Richard T. McClain, Lance M. Miller and to the Lions
Club of Dover by Senator Alloway.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Kyle
Birckbichler and to Nicholas Robert Tucciarone by Senator
Argall.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Aaron M.
Silfies by Senator Boscola.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Sacred Heart
Senior Living of Northampton by Senator Boscola and others.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Andrew Ste-
phen Longacre by Senator Browne.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Brad Brown
and to Marcia Ramer by Senator Corman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Errin Michael
Bruner by Senator Eichelberger.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Jim Murray by Senator Folmer.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Gerald Getty and to Curtis Earle Sherwood by Senator Gordner.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dr. Paul
Margarem Roediger, Dr. Nicholas Blair LeRoy, Dr. Marvin
Henry Marx, Dr. Robert Allan Maxwell, Jr., Dr. James A.
Schaller, Dr. Harry D. Snyder, Dr. Erich Joseph Freimuth, Dr.
George Henry Weiss and to Dr. William Willis Clements by
Senator Greenleaf and others.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Paul Tomasko, Steve Hartsek and to the citizens of the
Borough of Coal Center by Senator Kasunic.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Nicholas An-
thony DiGregorio and to Charles Semet by Senator Mcllhinney.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to St. Anthony
of Padua Parish of Throop by Senator Mellow.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Trooper Rob-
ert Lombardo by Senator Musto and others.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Historical
Society of Berks County by Senator O'Pake.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to North Hills
Senior High School of Pittsburgh, North Allegheny Senior High
School of Wexford and to the Pine-Richland High School of
Gibsonia by Senator Orie.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Helen
Washock, Gregory R. Snyder, Christopher Grecia, Spencer Giles
and to Trudy L. Johnson by Senator Piccola.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
John T. Klaczak by Senator Pileggi.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to William E.
Hughes, Jr., Fawn Miller and to George Junior Republic of
Grove City by Senator Robbins.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to John W.
Steinemann, Claire Frances Foster and to Mark C. Lacoco by
Senator Vance.
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Michael Allen
Dollar, Jr., Virginia Shirey Spear and to the Level Green Senior
Citizens Group by Senator Ward.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
James Welding, Mr. and Mrs. Homer Stubrich, Mr. and Mrs.
James Hoover and to Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Stephenson by Senator
D. White.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Joshua D.
Ward, Moniteau School District Academic Decathlon Regional
Team and to the Moniteau School District Eighth Grade Aca-
demic Pentathlon Team by Senator M.J. White.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
James Lamb and to Mr. and Mrs. Colburn Q. Kent by Senator
Wonderling.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Isabel Lenny,
Edward Lenny, Robert J. Duld, Joseph Stockunas, Rhonda L.
Xiques, Highmark Blue Shield of Allentown, Jim Thorpe Mar-
ket, Viamedia of Bethlehem, The Express-Times of Easton and
to The Morning Call of Allentown by Senator Wonderling and
others.

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTION

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tion, which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Trooper Joshua D. Miller by Senator Musto and others.

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION

Senator ARGALL. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from commit-
tees for the first time at today's Session.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The bills were as follows:

SB 621, SB 622, SB 623, SB 883, HB 48 and HB 115

And said bills having been considered for the first time,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider-

ation.

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Luzerne, Senator Baker.

Senator BAKER. Mr. President, of all the desperation tactics
we have seen in regard to State spending cuts and Senate Bill No.
850, the effort to scare veterans and their families is the most
unfortunate and most indefensible. It is one thing for the adminis-
tration to play political fun and games with State parks. They are
incorrect in their contention, but there is ultimately no significant
harm. The same cannot be said of wrongly raising alarm over
veterans services.

Yesterday, we heard a speaker warn of veterans being put out
on the street. That is ridiculous and irresponsible. Nothing in the
budget plan passed here imperils the care of a single veteran.
Nothing in it denies one family life insurance. Nothing in it
subtracts from the readiness of the National Guard. And nothing
in it threatens the closure of a veterans home.

Our point was an important one: In a year when the State bud-
get is over $3 billion in the hole, Pennsylvania simply cannot
afford the traditional pad-the-line-items approach to budgeting.
The numbers in the budget cannot reflect what bureaucrats hope
to have happen or what they might wish to have happen. Rather,
the numbers must, to the greatest extent possible, reflect what is
clearly necessary and what is truly expected to be needed.

Why should scarce dollars go toward vacant positions that
will not be filled unless the Governor abandons all pretense of a
hiring freeze? Why should scarce dollars be tied up in wishing
and hoping for levels of participation in programs that have never
been reached? Why appropriate money to make a political point
when those dollars are then effectively denied to education, chil-
dren's programs, or disability services?

Veterans are not keeping score by the amount of money going
their way in the budget. They are concerned about the quality of
the services available. That is the priority. There is no competi-
tion to determine who respects veterans more. We all have high
regard for those who serve. We all appreciate the sacrifices of the
families of service men and women and what it takes. We all
thoroughly understand the obligations we have toward quality
and accessible services for our veterans. In this time of extraordi-
nary budget challenge, we do real honor to our veterans by ap-
propriating only the dollars that are absolutely necessary.

Thank you, Mr. President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Allegheny, Senator Costa.
Senator COSTA. Mr. President, first, a housekeeping matter,

if we can return to resolutions. I would like to let the Members
know that Senate Resolution No. 136, I failed to mention to my
colleagues, remains open at the bar, if anyone is interested in
signing on as a cosponsor, and I ask your indulgence in that re-
gard.

Mr. President, my second point is I would just like to briefly
respond to the gentlewoman regarding the issue of comments that
I believe were made on this Senate floor yesterday. I did not
make those comments, but I think that, suffice it to say, the intent
was to acknowledge the fact that, it is my understanding, $7.5
million was removed in Senate Bill No. 850 from the line item
that was referenced, that was commented about, and quite
frankly, that line item speaks for itself in terms of where it is at
and what the potential for reductions could be. So I would just
add that comment to the record, as it relates to that discussion.

Thank you, Mr. President.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of
the Senate:

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10, 2009

Off the Floor APPROPRIATIONS (to consider Senate Rules Cmte.

Bills No. 281 and 893) Conf. Rm.

Off the Floor RULES AND EXECUTIVE Rules Cmte.
NOMINATIONS (to consider certain Conf. Rm.
executive nominations)
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THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 2009

10:00 A.M. URBAN AFFAIRS AND HOUSING Lancaster
(public hearing on urban issues related to Chamber of
third-class cities) Comm. Bldg.

MONDAY, JUNE 15, 2009

12:30 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (to consider Senate Room 461
Bills No. 55, 56, 303, 574 and 783; and Main Capitol
House Bill No. 718)

TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2009

10:00 A.M. LOCAL GOVERNMENT (to consider Room 8E-B
Senate Bill 569; and House Bills No. 93 East Wing
and 330)

10:30 A.M. EDUCATION (to consider Senate Bills Room 8E-A
No. 629, 820, 881, 899 and 929; final East Wing
omitted PDE Regulation #6-319, 22 PA
Code, Chapter 405, Pre-K Counts
Requirements, Standards and Procedures)
CANCELLED

11:00 A.M. ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES AND Room 8E-B
ENERGY (to consider Senate Bills No. East Wing
235 and 880)

11:30 A.M. JUDICIARY (to consider Senate Bills No. Room 8E-B
919, 920, 943 and 949; and House Bills East Wing
No. 89 and 270)

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2009

9:30 A.M. FINANCE (to consider Senate Bills No. 1, Maj. Caucus
122, 639, 778 and 892) Room 156

Main Capitol

10:00 A.M. TRANSPORTATION (Public Hearing on Hrg. Rm. 1
project delivery improvements) North Off.

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Mr. President, I move that the Senate do
now recess until Monday, June 15, 2009, at 1 p.m., Eastern Day-
light Saving Time.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The Senate recessed at 12:44 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving

Time.


