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SENATE
WEDNESDAY, January 30, 2008

The Senate met at 11 a.m., Eastern Standard Time,

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker
Knoll) in the Chair.

The Chaplain, Reverend Dr. WILLIAM D. HESS II, of First
Presbyterian Church, West Chester, offered the following prayer:

Will you pray with me, please.
Almighty God, maker of heaven and earth, we join the psalm-

ist in declaring that the earth is the Lord's and the fullness
thereof. We thank You, Lord God, for this beautiful Common-
wealth we all love and hold dear, from Lake Erie to the Delaware
Valley, from the Pocono mountains to the Allegheny forests,
from sacred battlefields to fertile farmlands, from vibrant cities
and industrial valleys to quiet mountain retreats, all of this provi-
dentially positioned as the keystone within a great nation that
You have blessed, 0 God, from sea to shining sea. We lift our
grateful hearts in praise to Thee.

We pause and pray together, not to invoke Your presence but
to invoke our awareness of how very near You are to us. Give us
ears to hear Your voice and the will to follow in Your way, Your
way of justice, righteousness, and peace. We recall that King
Solomon had an ear for Your voice. You encouraged him one
night when You said, if my people who are called by my name
humble themselves, pray, and seek my face. I will hear from
heaven and heal their land.

Loving God, You know that the challenges these dedicated
public servants face are tremendous and that the temptations are
great. We need your healing hand. We humbly stand before You.
We seek Your face. Grant unto each person here the courage to
change the things they can, the serenity to accept the things they
cannot, and the wisdom, Lord God, to know the difference.

These things we pray in Thy holy name. Amen.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Reverend Dr. William
Hess, who is the guest of Senator Dinniman.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.)

HOUSE MESSAGES

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE AMENDMENTS
BY AMENDING SAID AMENDMENTS

TO HOUSE BILL

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed the Sen-
ate that the House has concurred in amendments made by the
Senate by amending said amendments to HB 1621 and HB 1627,
in which concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The PRESIDENT. Pursuant to Senate Rule XIV, section 6,
this bill will be referred to the Committee on Rules and Execu-
tive Nominations.

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed the Sen-
ate that the House has concurred in the resolution from the Sen-
ate, entitled:

Weekly recess.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SECRETARY

The SECRETARY. Consent has been given for the Commit-
tee on Rules and Executive Nominations to meet during today's
Session in the Rules room to consider House Bill No. 1621 and
House Bill No. 1627.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Ferlo.

Senator FERLO. Madam President, I request legislative
leaves for Senator Costa and Senator Stout.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Ferlo requests legislative leaves
for Senator Costa and Senator Stout. Without objection, the
leaves will be granted.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
JOURNALS APPROVED

The PRESIDENT. The Journals of the Sessions of
December 11, 2007, and December 12, 2007, are now in print.

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journals of the Sessions of
December 11, 2007, and December 12, 2007.

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I move that further read-
ing of the Journals be dispensed with and that the Journals be
approved.
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On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I request legislative
leaves for Senator Greenleaf and Senator Tomlinson.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests legislative leaves
for Senator Greenleaf and Senator Tomlinson. Without objec-
tion, the leaves will be granted.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

YEA-50

Armstrong Fontana O'Pake Tartaglione
Baker Fumo One Tomlinson
Boscola Gordner Piccola Vance
Browne Greenleaf Pileggi Washington
Brubaker Hughes Pippy Waugh
Corman Kasunic Punt White, Donald
Costa Kitchen Rafferty White, Mary Jo
Dinniman LaValle Regola Williams, Anthony H.
Earl! Logan Rhoades Williams, Constance
Eichelberger Madigan Robbins Wonderling
Erickson Mcllhinney Scamati Wozniak
Ferlo Mellow Stack
Folmer Musto Stout

NAY-0

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question
was determined in the affirmative.

The PRESIDENT. The Journals are approved.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
GUESTS OF SENATOR ROBERT WONDERLING

AND SENATOR PATRICK M. BROWNE
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Montgomery, Senator Wonderling.

Senator WONDERLING. Madam President, Senator Browne
and I are able to rise again to honor yet another championship
team from our shared Emmaus High School. So with that,
Madam President, it is indeed an-honor for me to recognize the
Emmaus High School Varsity Field Hockey Team, which won
the State championship this year.

I would like to introduce the coaches and players at this time,
Madam President. First, the head coach, Sue Butz-Stavin, and
assistant coaches, Andy Moxey and Stu Speicher. The team is
comprised of the following: Brae Dowling, Annie Giglio, Jenna
Green, Abbey Huck, Erin Jennings, Tara Jennings, Rachel
Jennings, Katie Myers, Ally Tunitis, Katie DeSandis, Bridget
DeSandis, Kerni Edmonds, Madison Blyler, Shannon Creghan,
Kate Mitchell, Jessica Vaeth, Allison Evans, and Sammi
Wootsick. Also providing support and assistance to the team this
year were David Piperato, principal; Dennis Ramella, athletic
director; Matt Hughes and Ian Tunitis, video technicians; Gavin
Hausman, scorekeeper; and Kira Dunleavy, timer.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Lehigh, Senator Browne.

Senator BROWNE. Madam President, I am just pleased to
join Senator Wonderling in honoring our champions today. One
thing that is important to mention is that the field hockey team
was also named the 2007 national champions. So they are truly,
from Emmaus High School, the best at what they do in the coun-
try, and I just wanted to ask the Senate to give them a warm wel-
come.

Thank you very much.
The PRESIDENT. Would the team, principal, athletic direc-

tor, and support staff please rise.
(Applause.)
The PRESIDENT. State and national champions, that is pretty

big.

GUESTS OF SENATOR CHRISTINE M.
TARTAGLIONE PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Philadelphia, Senator Tartaglione.

Senator TARTAGLIONE. Madam President, today we have
in the Capitol some very special guests visiting from across the
State. Approximately 200 advocates representing the statewide
Latino advocacy group have come to Harrisburg to visit the leg-
islature. This visit was organized by the Pennsylvania Associa-
tion of Latino Organizations, Congreso de Latinos Unidos, East-
ern North Philadelphia Youth Services, and Neuva Esperanza.
Madam President, could we please give our guests our usual
warm welcome from the Senate.

The PRESIDENT. Will the Latino advocacy group please rise
so we can welcome you to the Pennsylvania Capitol.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR ANDREW E. DINNIMAN
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Chester, Senator Dinniman.

Senator DINNIMAN. Madam President, I would like to intro-
duce our chaplain today, the Reverend Dr. Hess. I wanted you to
know that Reverend Hess's church, the First Presbyterian Church
of West Chester, was a place where the late Senator Robert
Thompson prayed and was a member of that church. In fact, the
funeral for Bob took place at that church, and I know many
Members of the Senate attended that funeral. I also wanted to let
you know that it is in this church that Elinor Taylor, who was one
of the leaders in the House, also prayed.

Dr. Hess is a key religious leader in our county, a strong advo-
cate for social justice, and I wanted to make sure that we recog-
nize Dr. Hess today, especially because Bob was a member of
this body, and many of you also know Elinor Taylor, who was in
the leadership of the House.

So, Madam President, I hope we can give a warm welcome to
the Reverend Dr. Hess.

The PRESIDENT. Will the Senate recognize Dr. Hess.
(Applause.)
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CALENDAR

BILL ON CONCURRENCE IN HOUSE
AMENDMENTS AS AMENDED

SENATE CONCURS IN HOUSE AMENDMENTS
AS AMENDED

SB 1 (Pr. No. 1721) -- The Senate proceeded to consideration
of the bill, entitled:

An Act providing for access to public information, for a designated
open-records officer in each Commonwealth agency, local agency,
judicial agency and legislative agency, for procedure, for appeal of
agency determination, for judicial review and for the Office of Open
Records; imposing penalties; providing for reporting by State-related
institutions; requiring the posting of certain State contract information
on the Internet; and making related repeals.

On the question,
Will the Senate concur in the amendments made by the House,

as amended by the Senate, to Senate Bill No. I?

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I move that the Senate
do concur in the amendments made by the House, as amended by
the Senate, to Senate Bill No. 1.

On the question,
Will. the Senate agree to the motion?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I rise to ask my col-
leagues to support Senate Bill No. 1, which would significantly
strengthen Pennsylvania's open records law. Senate Bill No. I is
the first comprehensive rewrite of this law since Pennsylvania's
current open records law was passed more than 50 years ago in
1957. Much of this legislation before us today is identical to what
the Senate approved in November. Since then, the House has
considered the bill and made numerous amendments. Many of
those changes improved the bill, and I want to thank the leader-
ship and Members of the House of Representatives for their work
on this issue.

Many of the Members in this Chamber have also been very
involved in shaping this legislation. I would like to especially
thank two Members from the other side of the aisle who were
instrumental in our discussions this week with the House, Senator
Mellow and Senator Anthony Williams. I also would like to
thank all of the Members of the Republican Caucus for their
ongoing support of this process.

Rather than go into detail regarding the core elements of the
bill, which I described on the Senate floor in November, I would
like to briefly describe the most significant changes made to Sen-
ate Bill No. 1 since the Senate last voted.

Under the current version, legislative records and financial
records of the judiciary are now presumed to be open, along with
records from Commonwealth agencies and local agencies. For
legislative records and financial records of the judiciary, the bur-
den of proof is now on the agency seeking to prevent access to a
record. This is the same burden of proof we are placing on Com-
monwealth agencies and local agencies.

The definition of "legislative record" has been expanded to
include two new categories. Polls and various records relating to
regulations received by the General Assembly are now included
in the definition of "legislative record."

The bill before us allows a local emergency dispatch center or
a court to release a 911 recording or transcript of a recording
when the public interest in disclosure outweighs the interest in
nondisclosure.

This version of Senate Bill No. I also increases the potential
penalty for denying access to a record in bad faith to $1,500.

Many other changes have been made to improve this legisla-
tion, but these are the key provisions. Pennsylvania needs a
stronger open records law because transparency builds trust in
government. As I have said before, a strong open records law is
the true foundation of government reform. By opening govern-
ment records to public inspection, we give citizens the ability to
thoroughly review governmental actions, which is their right.

Madam President, I ask the Senate to concur in House amend-
ments, as amended, to Senate Bill No. 1.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.
Senator MELLOW. Madam President, I will be very brief, but

I would be remiss if I did not put a few comments on the record.
First and foremost, Madam President, I want to thank Senator
Pileggi for taking the initiative at the start of the Session of mak-
ing this particular proposal Senate Bill No. 1, and for showing
his complete and total commitment to the first significant rewrite
of the open records law in Pennsylvania in the past 50 years. To
Senator Pileggi and his staff, along with Senator Anthony Wil-
liams, I want to say thank you and congratulations, and also for
giving us the opportunity to share in the input.

Madam President, it seems like it was just yesterday, but it
was now some 14 or 15 years ago, maybe even a little bit longer
than that, when we first had the opportunity of opening up this
Chamber to live television coverage. I worked very closely, as
President pro tempore of the Senate at the time, with Senator
Jubelirer. And we also, Senator Jubelirer and I, worked very
closely to liberalize and open up the Sunshine Act as it dealt with
local government.

Madam President, this particular piece of legislation, which
was done on a bipartisan basis, working across party lines, is
extremely significant for the people of Pennsylvania. Madam
President, Senate Bill No. I is a very strong, substantive step
toward making all Pennsylvania government and governmental
bodies open and accessible, as they should be. None of us in this
elected body, whether it be this body or the House of Representa-
tives, owns the office. We only serve an office in trust for people
as long as they feel that we are doing the job that best reflects
their views, so openness and accessibility is paramount.

I want to aga i n thank Senator Pileggi and Senator Anthony
Williams for doing an outstanding job. Today is a historic day in
the movement forward of Pennsylvania, so that we can be open,
that the government is of the people, by the people, and for the
people. I am very happy to play just a very small part in that,
Madam President, and I thank you very much.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Ferlo.
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Senator FERLO. Madam President, I know it is extremely
cloudy and overcast today outside of the Capitol in Harrisburg,
and actually all around the State, but it certainly is a lot more
sunny inside these Chambers today as a result of the action I
believe we are about to take, and I hopefully believe it will be a
unanimous action in the Senate here today. There is going to be
a lot more sunshine not only in these hallowed halls of the State
legislature, but certainly in government offices across the State,
as well as local hosts, municipalities, communities, counties, and
legal jurisdictions in the State as a result of this new and im-
proved open records law.

I agree with my colleagues who have spoken who point to the
compromised nature of this bill. I have learned the hard way that
you cannot always have your way in these Chambers, on both
sides of the aisle and certainly in two Houses of the legislature,
in order to move progressively forward on any major substantive
issue. But I am very pleased at the good work that the leadership
has demonstrated here today in the Senate, especially on both
sides of the aisle, especially at the committee level as well, in
forging this significant compromise piece of legislation that is
progressive, that is substantive, and really lets a lot more sun-
shine into State government.

As my colleagues have pointed out, when I first started look-
ing at the issue of open records as a State Senator, in this past
year when I introduced legislation similar to legislation that State
Representative Tim Mahoney from Fayette County had presented
in the House, I did not really know that this law had not really
been reviewed or substantively changed since the mid-I950s. So
I agree with the characterization that it is far too long and long
overdue that this reform is now before us today.

Obviously, under this legislation, many more records will be
presumed to be open, accessible, and available. I think, funda-
mentally, this is the main feature of this new and improved open
records law. It is important to note that the major components of
the original open records bill that this Senate, leadership and all
of us included, passed in November remain largely in place, and
I think there was very good guidance and input from House
Members on both sides of the aisle on this final passage.

Senate Bill No. 1 retains the strong language that provides
easier access to a wider range of new and old government re-
cords as well as contracts. The bill also gives citizens new appeal
rights and imposes tougher penalties against officials who
wrongly withhold public records. The crux of Senate Bill No. 1
is still in place, but this compromise creates new access to gov-
ernment records. It clarifies documents that are personal informa-
tion that will remain confidential, it will not come into conflict
with any Federal law, and it specifies that other information is
explicitly public.

Some of the notable compromise amendments would, first and
foremost, presume, with limited exceptions, that all government
records are public records, disclose available birth dates on court

and public documents to help verify identity, make 911 record-
ings available when such disclosure would serve the public inter-
est, increase the civil penalty to $1,500 against an official who
wrongly denies access to a public document, and make corre-
spondence between legislators and lobbyists public documents.
And I think this is certainly a cornerstone piece of legislation in
regard to the relationship that lobbyists and lobbying organiza-

tions, organizations that have professional paid lobbyists, the
significant role they play in the drafting, formulation, and pas-
sage of pieces of legislation in lobbying both Houses of the
Capitol.

This is a solid bipartisan effort that makes government more
transparent and gives our citizens greater access to all levels of
government. But I do want to point out, Madam President, that
I do believe very strongly that notwithstanding the leadership and
the temperament and the ability to get this moved out into reform
legislation, we should not underestimate or downplay the role
that individual citizens and organizations played across this State
in bringing this issue to the forefront. It is unfortunate that it took
so many lawsuits over so many years for this issue to come to a
head. That is disappointing not only in terms of the costs, but
fundamentally, I think it is violative of free speech, of the rights
of newspapers and those who are out in the public arena respon-
sible for disseminating information about government.

I think it is a shame that so many organizations and so much
time has had to be expended, time as well as resources, trying to
fight for basic information that should be made public. I think
that, fundamentally, this will be something that will be improved
greatly as time goes on.

So whether it is the citizen gadflies, whether they are obnox-
ious or litigious, reviewed by some, or heralded by others as
great citizen activists, whether it is the contribution of the Penn-
sylvania Newspaper Association, whom I specifically would like
to single out and let them enjoy a little bit of credit today, be-
cause the fact of the matter is they, in a very responsible fashion,
worked with all levels of the legislature, House and Senate, re-
gardless of party persuasion. They did a lot of due diligence in
helping to enumerate principles. They reviewed best practices
around the country. I think they played a helpful, constructive
role, certainly separating out the power of the press and the free-
dom of the press from the prerogatives of the legislative branch,
but I think they played a very helpful role, and I would like to
thank them and draw attention to their contribution on this issue
over the last year.

I do think Representative Mahoney from Fayette County de-
serves credit because, as a freshman legislator, I think he had the
benefit of having some new impressions that he could impose
upon the media. He had a clean bill of health to some extent, and
I think it was important that, not only for his size but for the size
of the issue that he brought to the table in the House, he should
be credited specifically.

In closing, I also want to thank my colleague, Senator
Kasunic, and the Senate Democratic Policy Committee. I do not
want to be overly partisan, but the fact of the matter is that we
had a committee that branched out across the Commonwealth,
conducted public hearings, and heard all kinds of comments.
Despite the fact that we finally have an agreement, there were
sincere differences, rightfully, and significant issues that had to
be addressed and maybe still have to be addressed. Certainly,
police organizations and district attorneys raised significant is-
sues, and it took many of us, myself included, time to pause and
better evaluate their points of view. In the end, we have a great,
new, progressive bill, and the sunshine is shining in a lot more
clearly.

Thank you, Madam President.
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The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Franklin, Senator Punt.

Senator PUNT. Madam President, let me say at the outset that
I think this legislation is a great piece of legislation and is going
to-go a tremendous way in opening and in the transparency of
State and local government and of all of our records.

But I do have two questions and probably two concerns over
what may be contained in the legislation, and if I may, would the
Majority Leader consent to brief interrogation?

The PRESIDENT. He indicates he will.
Senator PUNT. Madam President, it is my understanding that

addresses of employees are to be made available, if requested. It
is also my understanding that law enforcement officials and
judges would be exempt. Am I correct in that understanding?

Senator PILEGGI. Yes, Madam President, the gentleman is
correct.

Senator PUNT. Madam President, the second concern I have
is birth dates of all employees. Would they be available for dis-
closure if somebody should request?

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, the issue of birth dates
is one that has been discussed a great deal in connection with this
bill. Under current law, dates of birth in public records are avail-
able for public inspection if the record is otherwise available.
Senate Bill No. 1 maintains the current law in that regard, but for
newly available public records, also allows that birth dates would
be available for public inspection.

Senator PUNT. Thank you, Madam President. I am done with
my interrogation. A comment, if I may.

On the issue of addresses of employees being available, that
issue, and the date of birth, I think is going to come back and bite
us very badly one day. We do not need to have somebody's ad-
dress out there to be made available to anyone. Those who would
look for such are looking for problems or skullduggery. Why
would somebody need to know an address of where a State em-
ployee lives? Judges are exempt, and law enforcement officials
are exempt, as they should be. What happens if someone is con-
victed and found guilty in a district justice's court, and that per-
son wants to get even? They simply go and ask for the employees
of that office, what is their home address? Or with any judge, or
with anyone. The employees in their offices could possibly be-
come victimized because of a ruling put forth by a district justice,
Court of Common Pleas, or what have you. I think that is a mis-
take. We are going to have to revisit this someday, I believe, and
hopefully it will not be as a result of an injury or a fatality caused
by some nut. And God only knows, Madam President, we have
plenty out there, and all it takes is one action.

The second issue deals with the date of birth. I am very con-
cerned about that, as I have discussed with the Majority Leader.
There is no earthly reason why anyone needs to know some-
body's date of birth. Just 2 or 3 weeks ago, we had hackers from
China break into four of our State department' computer .opera-
tions - PHEAA, DEP, and I forget the other two. Why? Who
knows.

We all know and are aware of the issues of identity theft.
Somebody gets on there requesting your date of birth, it is public
record. You can have it. If they get a portion of your Social Secu-
rity number, along with your date of birth, you can be ruined.
You can be ruined. I think that is something we need to look at

as well. The only reason I can see is, if somebody wants to know
somebody's birth date, they are up to no good, or they are just
nosy. It is that simple. Why would a newspaper need to know a
birth date of someone? The folks who do need to know - law
enforcement, judiciary - they have access. They can get that in-
formation. But I do not believe anybody should just go in and get
somebody's birth date or address.

I raise these two issues because I am greatly concerned about
the potential adverse, negative impact it can have down the road.
I would ask the Members down the road to watch this very, very
carefully and perhaps to revisit those two issues down the road,
hopefully before somebody is physically, financially, or emotion-
ally distraught.

Madam President, I thank you.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Delaware, Senator Pileggi.
Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I certainly appreciate

the gentleman's concerns. I would just like to point out for the
Members and for those who might be watching this that the cur-
rent law does allow for dates of birth and addresses in public
records to be permitted. So this is not an expansion of that law,
but rather, it maintains present law. It would be ironic, in an open
records law that is a rewrite for the first time in over 50 years of
the State's laws, if we restricted public access.

I am, however, concerned, as is the gentleman, with privacy
theft and privacy concerns and identity theft. I understand that
there are separate bills that are intended to deal with that, and I
think that is an appropriate place to work out those concerns over
identity theft and the balance of privacy concerns for sensitive
information such as that.

By example, though, I would point out that every county
courthouse has deed information and tax assessment information
that have addresses that are available for the public, so even if it
is not in the phone book where most people look up addresses
and not on the Internet, you can certainly go to the county court-
house now and get that information. And dates of birth are very
easily available on voter registration records, so anyone who is
registered to vote in Pennsylvania indicates the date of birth on
the form, and that information is, under current law, available to
the public. So this is not an expansion of that right, but a reten-
tion of what is currently available. As to the identity theft issues,
I think that would be more appropriately dealt with in a separate
bill.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Philadelphia, Senator Anthony Williams.
Senator A.H. WILLIAMS. Madam President, I want to start

with the obvious. It was not my intention to talk about it today on
this floor but simply to vote on this, but I really have to publicly
make sure that I thank the stewards of this process for guiding us
to a reasona

ble consideration and a balanced consideration when
it comes to open records. The items which were mentioned- ad-
dresses and several other items- have been part of a very private
conversation with those of us who negotiated this outcome. Sena-
tor Pileggi and Senator Mellow have been stalwarts for the insti-
tution of the Senate while recognizing that the greater good is to
make sure that our constituents feel that they are represented



1560 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL - SENATE JANUARY 30,

here. So I want to thank Senator Pileggi and Senator Mellow for
allowing me to be a participant in this process.

I want to underscore the history of this institution. During the
struggle for independence, Pennsylvanians, wary of a central
government with a strong dominant executive branch, had great
faith in the legislative branch as both a means of balancing power
and protecting the rights of the people. We credited the legisla-
tive branch for helping to secure the independence of the citi-
zenry of Pennsylvania. Today, we return to those humble begin-
nings of 1790 when there was an idea, an idea to secure a gov-
ernment that would represent the people.

Today we take a step forward, allowing those citizens to feel
that they are truly a part of what we do here every day. Again, I
credit Senator Pileggi and Senator Mellow for allowing us to do
that. But I want to go one step further, because I think Senator
Punt echoed concerns that I have heard. As we go forward, how
do we continue to protect those people who are most innocent in
that process, those being our constituents? By doing good, we do
not want to maim those in that process and step on them. I think
we have done a very fair and balanced process to that end, but it
outlines that we have work to be done.

I also want to outline concerns that I have heard from my
counterparts in the House. The Senate, as they remind us, was
created by the House. But as I want to remind them, they were
created by the constitutional convention, which required them to
create two Houses, two Chambers. They did not do it as a favor
to us. They did it because they were required by the constitu-
tional convention to create the Senate. As such, those concerns
coming from the House, which sent back innumerable different
rewrites of this process, I want them to understand something.
James Wilson, the founder and designer of the Senate, regarding
the Senate's relationship with the larger House of Representa-
tives, Wilson replied, "They will be rivals in duty, rivals in fame,
rivals for the good graces of the common constituents."

We are not a Senate of Republicans and Democrats today. We
are one body, one body that says we were created to protect
Pennsylvanians. We were created to allow Pennsylvanians to feel
that they are a part of us. We are one Senate today, speaking one
voice, that we think open records should not only reflect open-
ness of government, but inclusion of government.

There are framers of that measure, and the credit should go to
Senator Pileggi. Whether he is a Republican or a Democrat, he
is a Member of this hallowed institution, has done an outstanding
job, and we should give him credit for that and hope that the
House of Representatives, of which we are certainly rivals, and
intended to be such, will only do half of what we have done here
today.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Indiana, Senator Don White.
Senator D . WHITE . Madam President, that is a tough not to

follow, but I want to begin by commending all the people who
worked on this legislation. I certainly support the intent and all
the efforts undertaken by the leadership on both sides of this aisle
aimed at the transparency and openness in government. I sin-
cerely believe Senate Bill No. I is another important step in re-
storing public faith in government.

That being said, I would like to ask the author of the bill if he
would stand for very brief interrogation.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi indicates he will.
Senator D. WHITE. Madam President, does this bill restrict,

in any way, the access that insurers and other interested parties
currently have to PennDOT records, such as the Driver's Privacy
Protection Act?

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, the answer to that ques-
tion is no. This bill makes clear that existing Federal and State
statutes that deal with specific questions of access are not
superceded. That is reflected in section 306 and section 3101 of
Senate Bill No. 1.

Senator D. WHITE. I have one other question, Madam Presi-
dent. Does Senate Bill No. 1, as it stands before us today, alter
in any way the processes by which insurers request, and
PennDOT provides, access to those records?

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, those processes are now
controlled by an existing Federal/State statute or regulation.
Those specific statutes would apply, not Senate Bill No. 1.

Senator D. WHITE. Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Lancaster, Senator Brubaker.
Senator BRUBAKER. Madam President, I would like to again

say thank you to Senator Pileggi and also would like to say thank
you to Senator Mellow, Senator Anthony Williams, and of course
also thank you to the chairman of the Committee on State Gov-
ernment, Senator Piccola, for taking a strong leadership position
on this issue, and I know every single Member of this great body
contributed as well. So thank you to our leadership team, and
thank you to each individual rank-and-file Member as well.

I was very proud to be a cosponsor of Senate Bill No. 1, a
comprehensive reform to open Pennsylvania's records and shed
more light on government actions. Under this legislation, govern-
ment records will now be considered open unless they fall under
a legal exception to protect privacy or security. Our constituents
have a right to this information about how our governments oper-
ate. This kind of openness allows the people to review and under-
stand what we do, acknowledging what we do well and what we
need to improve upon. By passing Senate Bill No. I here today,
we will take a historic step to make Pennsylvania governments
even more accountable to those whom we serve, and to ulti-
mately insure that we are accountable to our citizenry.

Thank you, Madam President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

YEA-50

Armstrong Fontana O'Pake Tartaglione
Baker Fumo One Tomlinson
Boscola Gordner Piccola Vance
Browne Greenleaf Pileggi Washington
Brubaker Hughes Pippy Waugh
Corman Kasunic Punt White, Donald
Costa Kitchen Rafferty White, Mary Jo
Dinniman LaValle Regola Williams, Anthony H.
Earll Logan Rhoades Williams, Constance
Eichelberger Madigan Robbins Wonderling



The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

Armstrong
Baker
Boscola
Browne
Brubaker
Corman
Costa
Dinniman
Earll
Eichelberger
Erickson
Ferlo
Folmer

Fontana
Fumo
Gordner
Greenleaf
Hughes
Kasunic
Kitchen
LaValle
Logan
Madigan
Mcllhinney
Mellow
Musto

YEA-50

O'Pake
Uric
Piccola
Pileggi
Pippy
Punt
Rafferty
Regola
Rhoades
Robbins
Scarnati
Stack
Stout

Tartaglione
Tomlinson
Vance
Washington
Waugh
White, Donald
White, Mary Jo

Williams, Anthony H.
Williams, Constance
Wonderling
Wozniak
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Erickson Mcllhinney Scarnati Wozniak
Ferlo Mellow Stack
Folmer Musto Stout

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate inform the House of
Representatives accordingly.

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 313 (Pr. No. 1720) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of September 27, 1961 (P.L.1700,
No.699), known as the Pharmacy Act, further providing for definitions;
and providing for registration, qualifications and supervision of phar-
macy technicians and pharmacy technician trainees.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 1023 (Pr. No. 1350) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of February 14, 1986 (P.L.2, No.2),
known as the Acupuncture Registration Act, redesignating registration
as licensure.

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-42

Armstrong Fontana Mellow Scarnati
Boscola Fumo Musto Stack
Browne Gordner O'Pake Stout
Brubaker Greenleaf One Tartaglione
Corman Hughes Piccola Tomlinson
Costa Kasunic Pileggi Washington
Dinniman Kitchen Pippy Waugh
Eichelberger LaValle Punt Williams, Anthony H.
Erickson Logan Rafferty Wonderling
Ferlo Madigan Regola
Folmer Mcllhinney Rhoades

NAY-8

Baker Robbins White, Donald Williams, Constance
Earll Vance White, Mary Jo Wozniak

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 1122 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

SB 776 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION
REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS

AMENDED OVER IN ORDER

SB 949 and SB 1019 -- Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 295, HB 500 and HB 501 -- Without objection, the bills
were passed over in their order at the request of Senator
PILEGGI.
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BILL REREFERRED

SB 820 (Pr. No. 1712) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of December 4, 1996 (P.L.911, No.147),
known as the Telemarketer Registration Act, providing for the defini-
tion of "automatic dialing-announcing device"; and further providing for
the definitions of "telemarketing" and "telephone solicitation call," for
registration requirement and for unwanted telephone solicitation calls.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 976, SB 987, SB 1027, SB 1096, HB 1131, HB 1133, HB
1134, SB 1201 and HB 1691 -- Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I request a recess of the
Senate for the purpose of a meeting of the Committee on Rules
and Executive Nominations to be held in the Rules room.

The PRESIDENT. For the purpose of a meeting of the Com-
mittee on Rules and Executive Nominations to be held in the
Rules room, without objection, the Senate stands in recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator PILEGGI, from the Committee on Rules and Execu-
tive Nominations, reported the following bills:

HB 1621 (Pr. No. 3154) (Rereported) (Concurrence)

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
concurrence of the Department of Environmental Protection, to lease to
VTE Philadelphia, LP, or its nominee, land within the bed of the Dela-
ware River in the City of Philadelphia; and affirming the authority of
the General Assembly to enact certain conveyances.

HB 1627 (Pr. No. 3155) (Rereported) (Concurrence)

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
concurrence of the Department of Environmental Protection, to lease to
NCCB Associates, LP, or its nominee, land within the bed of the Dela-
ware River in the City of Philadelphia; and affirming the authority of
the General Assembly to enact certain conveyances.

SENATE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED

Senators TARTAGLIONE, ORIE, FERLO, KASUNIC,
STOUT, PUNT, RAFFERTY, REGOLA, HUGHES,
WOZNIAK, MELLOW, C. WILLIAMS, COSTA, MUSTO,
ERICKSON, O'PAKE, PIPPY, STACK, FOLMER,

ARMSTRONG, WAUGH, BOSCOLA, LOGAN,
TOMLINSON, PILEGGI, LAVALLE, EARLL, BAKER, D.
WHITE, BRUBAKER, WASHINGTON, WONDERLING,
GREENLEAF, FUMO and A. WILLIAMS, by unanimous con-
sent, offered Senate Resolution No. 227, entitled:

A Resolution designating February 1, 2008, as "Wear Red for
Women Day" in Pennsylvania.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Philadelphia, Senator Tartaglione.

Senator TARTAGLIONE. Madam President, once again I am
pleased to join Senator One in introducing resolutions to cele-
brate American Heart Month and support the American Heart
Association's "Go Red" campaign.

Each year, Senator One and I introduce resolutions in the
Senate in an effort to do our part to increase the awareness of the
devastating effects cardiovascular diseases can have on women.
Cardiovascular disease claims the lives of almost half a million
women in the United States each year. More women die from
cardiovascular diseases than from the next five leading causes of
death. By highlighting the factors that put women at risk for heart
disease and by discussing ways in which we can lower the risk,
we hope to inspire women to take control of their health, en-
abling them to live longer and have healthier lives.

American Heart Association's "Go Red for Women" is a na-
tionwide initiative that has proven to be one of the most effective
tools in fighting cardiovascular diseases. Madam President, I am
honored to support the campaign, and I want to encourage all the
citizens of Pennsylvania to show their support for women in the
fight against heart disease by wearing red throughout the month
of February.

I ask for an affirmative vote on the resolution. Thank you,
Madam President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.

Senators ORIE, TARTAGLIONE, FERLO, KASUNIC,
PUNT, RAFFERTY, REGOLA, COSTA, FONTANA, MEL-
LOW, MUSTO, C. WILLIAMS, WOZNIAK, ERICKSON,
GORDNER, PIPPY, FOLMER, STACK, ARMSTRONG,
BOSCOLA, LOGAN, McILHINNEY, PILEGGI,
TOMLINSON, WAUGH, BAKER, LAVALLE, D. WHITE,
BRUBAKER, WASHINGTON, WONDERLING, GREEN-
LEAF, FUMO, O'PAKE and A. WILLIAMS, by unanimous
consent, offered Senate Resolution No. 228, entitled:

A Resolution recognizing the month of February 2008 as "Women's
Heart Awareness Month" in Pennsylvania.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
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The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Allegheny, Senator Orie.

Senator ORIE. Madam President, it is an honor and a privi-
lege to work with Senator Tartaglione again this year. I think we
have done it for the past 5 years in regard to recognizing
" Women's Heart Awareness Month" and "Wear Red for Women
Day" in February.

Somebody dies every 30 seconds of cardiovascular disease,
and with these types of statistics, it is imperative that we continue
to increase awareness for prevention purposes. More importantly,
Madam President, cardiovascular disease kills over 460,000
women each year. Sixty-four percent of the women who have
died from heart attacks had no previous symptoms of this dis-
ease. More than 45 percent of all women suffer from high choles-
terol, and women account for 61 percent of total stroke deaths.

We all have in our lives an individual woman, sister, or aunt
for whom we care very deeply. That is why it is important for
each of us to take the time to raise awareness of these dismal
statistics involving women and heart disease. Madam President,
the American Heart Association recommends that women know
their numbers, such as blood pressure and cholesterol levels, and
that they do this each year so that they can detect early heart
disease and get women back on a healthy road.

With that said, Madam President, Senator Tartaglione and I,
on Monday, are recognizing in the Senate "Wear Red for Women
Day," and we are asking our colleagues to join us, and join us at
a press conference with the American Heart Association and
women survivors of heart disease, just to continue and promote
that awareness.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. On Monday, February 4, we will recognize

in the Capitol veranda "Women's Heart Awareness Month," Feb-
ruary 2008.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Arvilla Zosh,
Esther Holbert, Neil Stair and to Ruth Dennis by Senator Baker.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Rose Recker
by Senator Boscola.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Lehigh
County Conference of Churches' Soup Kitchen by Senator
Browne and others.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Rufus Fahnestock, the Honorable Joseph J. Mele and to the Para-
dise Township Lions Club by Senator Brubaker.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Alan Ryan
Hurley Blatman and to Pierina DiPiano by Senator Dinniman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ryan R.
Barnhart by Senator Eichelberger.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Audrey M.
Nicholas by Senator Ferlo.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Lieutenant
Colonel Al Teeney by Senator Fontana.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Robert C. York by Senator Gordner.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Daniel Harry
Brynien by Senator Greenleaf.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Bruce B.
Wade, Jr., and to the Barbershop Talk Human Family Day Foun-
dation, Inc., of Philadelphia by Senator Hughes.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Alfred Crowe,
William Quinn, Forest Stillwagon, Myrtle Robbins Harshman,
Gilbert Breakiron, Gilbert Means, Ronald Cesario, Robert Hoke,
Dean Angel and to James Smith by Senator Kasunic.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Brianna
Cochran by Senator Kitchen.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Carl E. Blank
and to Mary Louise Munroe by Senator LaValle.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur Warren Gustin, Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Purdy, Mr. and
Mrs. Olen Smith, Jr., and to John P. Marshalek by Senator
Madigan.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dr. Gerald
Tracy, Joanna Iglesias, Joey Iglesias, Rick Pambianco and to
Austin J. Burke by Senator Mellow.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Most Rev-
erend Edward P. Cullen, D.D., by Senator O'Pake.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Tyrece, Tiara,
and Tamel Little, Mary O. Zales and to the Steelton Highspire
High School Football Team by Senator Piccola.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Adam P.
Reyher by Senator Pippy.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Kevin Patrick
Diver and to Matthew J.L. Haslam by Senator Rhoades.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Wayne Adams and to Kegan Brown by Senator Robbins.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Adult Literacy
Lawrence County Choices by Senators Robbins and LaValle.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Tony R.
Knapp, Elizabeth Reed Finnessy and to Angelo A. Pasi by Sena-
tor Scarnati.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Melanie Hig-
gins by Senator Stout.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Leon V. Grant
by Senator Tartaglione.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Connor P.
McWilliams by Senator Tomlinson.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Sandra R.
Leggieri by Senators Tomlinson, Greenleaf, and Kitchen.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Nancy Porter
Morrill by Senator Tomlinson and others.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Sarah Anne
McHale and to Chad Kelly by Senator Waugh.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Allen Spicher and to Jacob Isaac Sleppy by Senator D. White.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
George Montana, Mr. and Mrs. John F. Wilson, Kyle J. Lander,
Zachary Broniszewski and to Tyler Frederick Lewis by Senator
M.J. White.
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dr. Nicholas
C. Neupauer by Senators M.J. White and Robbins.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to William M.
Munro, Elizabeth P. McLean, Brandon P. Smith, Travis Wolfe
and to Cabrini College of Radnor by Senator C. Williams.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to John Funk by
Senators C. Williams and Rafferty.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Joseph A.
Mowad by Senator Wonderling.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Catharine
Aboulhouda by Senators Wonderling and Browne.

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTION

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tion, which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Susan M. Fields by Senator Folmer.

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Stack.

Senator STACK. Madam President, I wanted to let the line
clear a little bit, but I do want to go back and talk about our open
records legislation, because I think it is a positive thing.

I think accountability in government is, of course, the respon-
sibility of government. I have always thought that, and I know
many of my colleagues feel the same way. Senate Bill No. I is a
solid compromise, and it is a really positive first step toward
making government more open and accessible to the public. It is
not perfect, and frankly, most of the legislation we pass is not
perfect. But this is the first substantive rewrite of the State's
Right-to-Know Law in 50 years, Madam President.

Senate Bill No. I retains strong language that provides easier
access to a wider range of new and old government records and
contracts. The bill also gives citizens new appeal rights and im-
poses tougher penalties against officials who wrongly withhold
public records. It is a compromise bill. That is a fact. But the
crux of Senate Bill No. I is still in place, and this compromise
creates new access to government records. It clarifies what is to
be considered personal information that is to remain private, and
it clarifies what is public.

This is a solid bipartisan effort that makes government more
transparent and gives our citizens greater access to all levels of
government. I want to thank Senator Pileggi and all my col-
leagues for their work on this piece of legislation. I think we have
a good piece of legislation. I think it is progress, and I think it is
something we can all be proud of.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Schuylkill, Senator Rhoades.
Senator RHOADES. Madam President, I have stood on this

floor several times recently to talk about a national crisis, the
rising cost of gas and home heating fuels. This is not a problem
that lies buried in statistics or reports. It is a problem that thou-
sands of Pennsylvanians have to confront every day, every day
they go to their mailboxes and find their fuel bill, a bill that
seems to get bigger every year, and a burden that gets heavier

every month, and even after that, I would say one that gets even
heavier when they go to the gas pump every day. It seems to keep
going up.

This is a crisis that so many of our families have, and we need
to find a way to solve it, both futuristically and promptly. Futuris-
tically, I think we took the initiative when we passed an energy
bill. I still think there is more that has to be added to that. And I
know that this is not our direct responsibility. This probably goes
to the people higher than us, and I know it does. But you know,
if we do not fight, if we do not raise our voices, then I think we
are not doing one of the jobs that is our responsibility.

I think of the movie that William Holden was in called "Net-
work," where the guy threw open the window and said, I have
had enough; I am not going to take this anymore. Well, I think
we can act responsibly as a State Senate, as a General Assembly.
There are things we can do, and we can do them now.

In the coming weeks, I will be urging my colleagues to sup-
port my home heating rebate legislation so that we can provide
$84 million in State assistance to senior citizens and other needy
Pennsylvanians. And I am not going to give up on my efforts and
my bill to freeze home heating oil costs in Pennsylvania. Some
will say, you are fighting the wind. Well, that is all right. I will
harness the wind and take energy out of that.

As a State legislature, there is only so much we can do, and I
realize that the answer to this problem lies at the national level.
To help drive down these skyrocketing fuel costs, we have to
look to Washington. So we need to urge the President and Con-
gress to act. If not, you know, one of the things is, they want to
do a Federal rebate program. Well, the Federal rebate program
dollars will be going to pay fuel bills. That means they will be
going to oil companies and not the other parts that are going to
be part of an economic stimulus.

Madam President, I am introducing a resolution today that
will challenge Congress to act, to act and to act now. There is no
reason why energy suppliers can rack up $200 billion in profits
while the people we represent struggle to pay their oil bills and
fill their gas tanks. This must stop, and if we have the will as a
State and a nation, we can stop it. But to find a lasting solution
that extends to all Americans that controls the price of energy at
the source, the President and Congress must act.

This resolution would add the voice of this Senate to the
voices of millions of Americans who are asking for help. I tell
you, I plan to speak as often as I possibly can on this issue until
we drive out some action. We can do it if we have the will, the
courage, and the strength. I am going to fight for this, because the
people deserve no less.

You know, there is the old saying they used to say coach-
ing-wise: if you think you can, you will. Well, if you think you
can win, you will win. But if you do not try, you are never going
to know. And that is why we have to stand here, and we have to
raise our voices until we are heard 1 might he a voice in the wil-
derness, but I am going to keep yelling. I am going to keep shout-
ing until some other voices hear us and begin to join in this and
the sound becomes deafening.

To the point, it is a matter of not letting us stand up for the
people; this is a matter of standing with the people. We should
not, we cannot, allow one single citizen of this Commonwealth
or even of this nation to be left out in the cold.
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Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Philadelphia, Senator Hughes.
Senator HUGHES. Madam President, I am more than proud

to stand up alongside my colleague who just spoke about being
a voice for those who do not have a voice. The issue of the crisis
for so many people in this Commonwealth and so many people
across this country is broadening. It is not getting any better.
People are in devastated and drastic situations. Folks are suffer-
ing in all kinds of ways, and unfortunately, too many of us who
are in positions of power and responsibility are not standing in
the wilderness, are not being the voice in the wilderness, and are
not doing the work that has to be done to deal with the real issues
that so many folks are confronted with on a daily basis.

We can talk about property taxes. We can talk about provid-
ing assistance for, as the good gentleman spoke earlier, providing
assistance for those who are suffering mightily from the incredi-
bly rising costs of home heating, whether it be oil or natural gas.
We can talk about the lack of a rise in real wages for folks. We
can talk about a whole host of issues, and so many thousands and
thousands of Pennsylvanians, millions, I would dare say, are
suffering, and hundreds of millions across this country are suffer-
ing even more.

They are starting to cry out, and they are starting to cry out in
volumes. It could be about the issue of providing assistance for
those to help them get through the crisis of whether they have to
choose to heat their homes or whether they have to choose to put
food on their tables. To heat or to eat. That is an unconscionable,
unconscionable choice that folks have to make. Unconscionable.
And we as a State and we as a nation need to be about the busi-
ness of standing up for them.

I am here to talk about healthcare, Madam President. I am
here to talk about healthcare. We have over 767,000 people,
adults in this Commonwealth, who do not have any healthcare
insurance. Seven hundred and sixty-seven thousand adults in this
Commonwealth have no health insurance. They have no cover-
age. Nothing is standing there for them to assist them in their
process. Nothing. Defenseless. You look through the numbers,
you look through the statistics, and one of the ones that was most
alarming, Madam President, was a statistic that said about
29 percent of these adults have gone without health insurance for
5 years or more. Five years or more. Not I year, not 2 years, not
3, not 4, but 5 years or more. Unconscionable.

How can we, as we call ourselves the greatest country in the
world or we consider Pennsylvania to be one of the great States
of this nation, how can we stand idly by and allow our people,
good thinking, right-minded folks who are playing by the rules,
doing what we ask of them, they get up every day, they catch the
early bus, Madam President. Some of you are seasoned enough
to know what that means when someone says they catch the early
bus to et to work. They Pet there on time. They nut in a good¢o- W a

te- there on -• - .'. They 
put in a g---

day's work. We could not survive without these people, but we
do not stand up for them. We provide no coverage, no assistance,
no support for them, either when it comes to providing assistance
for their heat or when it comes to healthcare. We stand and look
idly.

There is no working group working on this issue. There is no
one here working together except with the leadership of our Gov-

ernor. We should all be convened doing the people's business,
dealing with this issue. We are plentiful as a State in terms of
having available resources to get this thing done. The question is,
are we plentiful with respect to the courage that is necessary to
get this thing done, or are we just going to stand idly by? Now,
earlier on this year, late December, early January, there was a
conversation by my good friend and colleague, Senator Fumo,
and he talked about this issue and he put out the idea, the concept
of, would it not be a great Valentine's Day gift for the people of
this Commonwealth to try to get this healthcare thing done by
Valentine's Day?

Well, guess what? Guess what? We only have 5 Senate days
before Valentine's Day. Five scheduled days before we get to
Valentine's Day, and it looks like that is not going to happen.
Shame on us. Shame on us. Shame on this body, shame on this
building, shame on the House, shame on all of those who have
the responsibility to take care of our people. Why not?

A few weeks ago, a young lady stood in the Rotunda and
talked very openly, very honestly from her heart, about the prob-
lem that she was confronting with her own autistic child. She had
no healthcare, and in the context of discussing that problem,
Madam President, she admitted in front of the world, in front of
the world, that she had just signed divorce papers from her hus-
band. As you know, Madam President, this will only put her in
a more devastating economic situation. Highly likely to be in a
more devastating economic situation. Can we not stand for her?
There was not a person in the Rotunda, the hundreds standing in
there, either on the Rotunda steps, at the microphone or near the
microphone, covering the audience or watching from the outside,
up in the rafters or down below, there was not a person there
from whom a tear did not come to their eye because of this issue,
because of this woman's story.

These are problems, these are situations, these are conversa-
tions, these are real, live people, and these problems are happen-
ing to them. They are dealing with this. When I go out and talk
to my constituents, Madam President, whether it be in the tony,
high-end communities of Montgomery County and Whitemarsh
Township and Springfield Township, or whether it be in the
deep, deep, devastated parts of my senatorial district, they say,
Senator, you have to get that healthcare thing done. We see you
on TV. We hear you on the radio. We read about what you are
doing. Stand up, keep yelling, keep making some noise, keep
talking about this thing, because somebody has to do it. Some-
body has to do it. We need help.

So 5 days before Valentine's Day, nothing has occurred. This
day is over; we are in petitions. It is clear that we are not going
to be coming back on the floor to deal with this issue. But there
are 5 scheduled Senate days in February before Valentine's Day.
It looks like we are not going to provide much love to the people
on Valentine's Day. No love for the people. No healthcare for the
people. We have 42 Session days, including today, 42 Session
days, and we are scheduled to be in Session before the end of
June.

Will we have the political courage to get this job done? Do we
have the moral commitment to get this job done? Do we have the
compassion for those who suffer to get this job done? That is the
question. We will be tested, Madam President, at the end of our
years and time of service. Someone is going to ask us the ques-
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tion. I do not know where it is going to be, I do not know who it
is going to be, I do not know where that question is going to
come from, but somewhere somebody is going to ask the ques-
tion, when the mantle was yours, when you had the responsibility
to help your brothers and sisters, what did you do? What did you
do with that mantle? Did you reach out to them? Did you connect
with them? Did you make the commitment and follow through
with it to get something done, or did you just walk idly by and
allow for the suffering to continue?

Twenty-nine thousand people, Madam President. A week ago,
the Governor announced to the State that he was going to open
up 29,000 slots on adultBasic. That would allow for 29,000 peo-
ple from all across the Commonwealth to get into the State's
adultBasic program, and that is a good thing. The problem is,
that still leaves about over 700,000 adults without healthcare
insurance. Those 700,000 people, sometimes we just look at
them as a number. Just as a number. They are just numbers.

But the truth is that these are real people. I would recommend
to those who are focusing, paying attention, those who may
watch us on television or wherever they see or hear about what-
ever it is that we are doing, or rather what it is that we are not
doing, to go to the website www.rxforpa.com . You can see a lot
of stuff, whether you agree with the Governor's policy agenda on
healthcare, whether you do not agree, that is okay. We should get
in a room and figure out how we work through those disagree-
ments.

But what you should do, what you cannot disagree upon, is
when you go to the website and you look at the names and hear
the stories of Drew from Jefferson County, or Helen and Sheryl
from Allegheny County, or Terry and Jodi from Warren County,
or David and Roberta from Erie County. They are individual
testimonies, Madam President, of what they are suffering
through, what they are dealing with in this crisis. These are indi-
vidual stories. Thousands of them, all across this State, and a
percentage are on that website, www.rxforpa.com . See their sto-
ries. Hear what they are going through. Deal with the crisis. And
let us force ourselves, force this body, to convene, to convene, to
come together and make something happen for a change. Make
something happen for a change.

Let us make some change, some positive change, happen for
these people. They want something to happen. They deserve to
have something happen. We, in fact, have the resources to make
something happen. The money is there. It is in a pot for us to
utilize. We can keep the current programs going. We can en-
hance the current programs around the reduction of the premiums
that our doctors have to pay in the Mcare program and take a
portion of those dollars and use it as the foundation to build upon
a financial solution to deal with providing insurance for the
767,000 people who do not have it. Do we have the guts?

A long time ago, a friend of mine served in the legislature.
You might remember him Madam President, His name was
Ralph Acosta. Raphael Acosta. He was a State legislator, and I
served with him for a number of years. One day, he came on the
floor of the House of Representatives, and he said, "Youse guys
got no guts." Just like that. Just like that. Very plain, very simple,
very uncomplicated, very straightforward.

Do we have the guts? Do we have the intestinal fortitude to
make something happen for these people? Do we? And we have

to stand up even more now, we have to be a voice even more
now. I just saw recently, before I came up here on the floor, a
news flash that John Edwards, former Senator John Edwards, is
pulling his name out of the race in contention for President of the
United States. He was, if anything, whether you are a Democrat
or a Republican, whether you like him or do not like him, there
was not an individual who was more focused on an agenda of
equity than he. And that could have been a problem, because in
many ways, that is all he talked about. But that voice was consis-
tent, it was clear, it was on point. He never strayed from it. He
talked about it on a regular basis. Well, that voice, in many re-
spects, that clear, consistent, regular, singular voice, that voice,
that message, is gone now.

The question is, what do we do? Who chooses to be the voice
for these people? But they do not just need a voice. They need
action, and they need action now.

Someone, some person, is making a decision right now, right
while we are here, to try to figure out how they are going to deal
with some health crisis that they are going through. Some one
person right now is denying themselves the opportunity to seek
care because they do not feel well, hoping and betting that some
particular miracle will occur, that they will get better, and that it
will prevent them from having to go later on. But the reality is,
in most cases, folks do not get better. They get sicker, and they
wind up in our emergency rooms, and then we all have to pay the
most expensive care that is provided, which is in our emergency
rooms.

We have to take action, Madam President. We cannot sit idly
by and watch this go on and not stand up for our people. There
is a moment in everyone's life, in everyone's time, in every situa-
tion and circumstance, where the moment is presented to us,
served up on a table, served up on a plate sitting on a table for us
to deal with. We have that moment now. The question will be,
what do we choose to do with it? Are we going to deal with it, or
are we going to let it pass and wait for someone else to deal with
it? What are you going to do? What are we going to do? What do
we make the choice to do?

As those who have been given the responsibility to make a
difference in folks' lives, we need to be sitting around a table, we
need to be convened sitting around a table, hammering it out,
hammering these issues out, and trying to fmd a resolve, because
the people, our people, are suffering, and they do not need to.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Indiana, Senator Don White.
Senator D. WHITE. Madam President, like my colleagues, I

have a lot of respect for Senator Hughes and his passion for this
issue. We share the gentleman's concerns, especially in my area
as chairman of the Committee on Banking and Insurance. We
just had a hearing today, and one of the things we were talking
about is the overall affordability.

The Senator, rightfully so, talks about the 750,000 who are
uninsured. I think part of our responsibility through this process
is to make sure that those rolls do not keep increasing, because
the 11.2 million people who do have insurance I think are in a
position right now where they are having to make a decision as
to whether they are going to continue their premiums.

http://www.rxforpa.com
http://www.rxforpa.com
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But I have to take exception. We have to find a prime funding
source that is currently being used to provide assistance to physi-
cians in all fields, from general practice to neurosurgery, obstetri-
cians to nurse midwives. We recognize that these professionals,
these doctors, these leaders, need assistance in keeping up with
their medical malpractice insurance premium costs.

In addition, the legislature took steps to bring about signifi-
cant reforms that have reduced medical malpractice insurance
costs and resulted in savings for the Mcare program. I was one of
the skeptics who did not feel that we went far enough, but it has
had an impact. Therefore, and unfortunately, we have seen this
program build up a pretty large surplus. I say unfortunately only
because the current administration seems to look at surpluses as
a windfall that should be spent completely and as quickly as pos-
sible.

So when do we, the legislature, acting in a fiscally responsible
manner, say "no" to more spending? What does the Governor
do? He breaks the 5-year trust, something that he was a strong
proponent of, between the Commonwealth and the healthcare
practitioners. Does he really want to go back to the bad old days
when medical malpractice insurance premium costs were forcing
Pennsylvania healthcare providers to close their practices or
move out of the Commonwealth to practice their profession? I do
not think so.

Governor Rendell has made his position quite clear. He was
quoted in a January 13th article in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette as
saying, "If I have to choose between taking care of doctors and
taking care of someone who has cancer and doesn't have health
insurance, it's an easy choice." That reads really well, but we
need to do our best to preserve the Mcare abatement at the same
time. People do get sick. They need those professionals, and I
think access will be definitely hurt if we do not reauthorize the
Mcare abatement. We have passed reauthorization bills twice,
only to see those measures derailed by both the administration
and the House Democratic leadership.

As we move forward in 2008, practitioners, especially in the
high-risk fields, are looking at anything but a happy new year.
While the Mcare abatement is now over, the program itself con-
tinues on. The State continues to collect its 25 cents per pack on
cigarettes, as well as the fees tacked on to motor vehicle viola-
tions, and we will continue to build a surplus. We just will not be
providing assistance to doctors who are facing a huge spike in
their insurance costs, because that affects the cost of healthcare
too. Without providing assurance of adequate, viable, and sus-
tainable revenue sources, we are right back to where we were
6 years ago when those costs were driving many high-skilled
physicians out of business or out of Pennsylvania.

I know this is a multidimensional problem, and we are fight-
ing it from all different angles. Once again, Senator Hughes has
been the very, very strong advocate and voice for the uninsured.
1 am trying not to increase his rolls of uninsured. That is our
attempt. At the same time, with the Mcare abatement, I think to
hold it hostage, to hold the Mcare abatement hostage, something
we have supported in a bipartisan manner for the last 4 years, is
not in the best interest of the healthcare problems that now exist.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Philadelphia, Senator Hughes.

Senator HUGHES. Madam President, if I may, for a brief
response. I certainly appreciate the gentleman's comments and
the concern and the focus about maintaining what has become a
very significant program that we can be proud of that we have
established here in the Commonwealth with the Mcare program.

It has been clear to me that we have created a success there.
We have done something very significant there. Insurance com-
panies that did not provide that business and had left the State are
now coming back to the State in droves. There are carriers that
chose to get out of providing insurance for our doctors, malprac-
tice insurance for our doctors. They had just stopped. They left
the Commonwealth. They are coming back now because of that
program.

And it is very, very significant that we have done that and
created something good. At least we did something good for the
docs. We did something good for our medical professionals. We
did something good for our doctors. It is time we do something
good for our patients. It is time we do something good for our
patients in addition to doing something good for the docs.

All we are asking for and all I think I am asking for in respect
to the gentleman's comments and in respect to the issue of the
incredible increase in premium costs that we have all been con-
fronted with, which is what the gentleman was really talking
about -- and to provide a number that we talked about before on
the Senate floor, and I will just put it up again, premium costs
from 2000 to 2006 went up almost 77 percent, an increase of
almost 77 percent in terms of premium costs, health insurance
premium costs. That is a clear problem that has to be confronted,
that has to be addressed, that we cannot ignore.

All I am saying is, let us get all around the table, let us get all
in the room around the table. My old friend David Richardson
said, just get us around the table and lock the door and do not let
us out, nothing but water for us to have until we can come to an
agreement with all the facts, all the information of the solution
that can accomplish everything that we need to accomplish.

Now, the money people, the finance people, the research peo-
ple, the folks who run the numbers, say that we can continue the
Mcare program by utilizing half of the reserve, keeping the pro-
gram in place, continuing the reductions in the program, and
taking the other portion and using it as a foundation to finance a
health insurance program that can deal with that problem.

If there is back and forth on that, if there is some continued
struggle with those numbers, that is fine. Let us sit down and try
to figure it out. Let us put it on the table, spread it out, bring out
our calculators and computers or whatever we utilize, our pencils
and papers, and try to figure it out, figure out the number, and
come together with some real numbers that we all can come to
some general consensus on so that we can keep a very good pro-
gram that we have and build upon that by creating an insurance
program that we all can be proud of, for which we can pound our
chests at the end and say that we have done this.

I have to support the Governor on his move to hold off the
payments, because it seems like the payments for Mcare, it seems
as if the only way that we truly move aggressively on a matter
around here is when there is a wall that has been established that
we cannot go past, a wall that has been established that is so high
that we cannot ignore it.
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Maybe the rise and cry and the voices of those does who
might see their payments not taken care of by the Mcare fund,
maybe that cry will force us to an issue, force us to deal with that.
And since we are not making Valentine's Day, it seems that we
are not making it to Valentine's Day, but I still have hope that we
can, but in case we do not make Valentine's Day, then let us try
the end of March, when those bills will be due. Let us try that.

But let us try something. Let us keep the good thing that we
have, let us sit around a room, let us force ourselves to come up
with a solution that will make a difference. We can do it. The
information, the research, the knowledge is there. We can do it.
The question remains, do we have the political will, do we have
the courage, do we have the moral compassion to respond to the
needs of these people who need us the most?

Seventy-one percent of the folks who are uninsured are work-
ing adults, Madam President. They are playing by the rules. They
are doing what we have asked them to do. Most of those
71 percent are women. Most of those women are raising families.
Their children can get health insurance coverage, but they can-
not. Their children can be covered, but they cannot. And they
cannot only because we refuse to act. We refuse to act.

Let us get in a room. It can be that room over there where the
Majority works in. It can be this room over here where the Mi-
nority works out of That room, the Majority being the Republi-
cans. This room, the Minority being the Democrats. We can sit
in a room. Pick a room, any room. But let us do it. We can go
over to the Governor's house. We can go to the Governor's Of-
fice. We can meet in the cafeteria. I do not care where we meet,
but let us do it. The people deserve more than what they are get-
ting. Let us do it.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Montgomery, Senator Rafferty.
Senator RAFFERTY. Madam President, it is tough to follow

the passion of both Senator White and Senator Hughes. I admire
and respect them both, and I too long for the day when, with the
Mcare abatement plan, we not only work to retain our doctors
here in Pennsylvania, most especially our specialty does, but we
begin to reattract those doctors who have left Pennsylvania.

I want to speak to Senate Bill No. 313, if I could. Madam
President, we passed, and I thank the Senators for their vote on,
Senate Bill No. 313. This was the pharmacy technician bill. This
is one that was worked on by the business group itself, the phar-
macists. This is one that was worked on by Fran Cleaver in Sena-
tor Tomlinson's office and Sean Moll in my office, along with
Melanie Horvath and Dennis Giorno. I want to thank them for
their assistance.

This is a very important piece of legislation in that it allows
for the licensing of pharmacy technicians and for them to be
identified in pharmacies as licensed pharmacy technicians. They
would work in the nhnrmary alongcirle and iinrler the gi mervicinn

of a registered pharmacist to assist in the dispensing of medica-
tion. It would require the applicant to be 17 years of age, com-
plete a board-approved training program, of course submit to a
criminal history background check, and also put them under the
auspices of the pharmacy board that would regulate their training
and regulate their licensing.

So it is an important first step in Pennsylvania to put those
people in now as professional certified pharmacy technicians and
to make certain that it is in place for them to practice under the
auspices and the guidance of a registered pharmacist.

I thank the Senate for their unanimous vote, and I encourage
our colleagues in the House to pass Senate Bill No. 313.

If I may, Madam President, for just one moment comment on
Senate Bill No. 1. If we have great faith in democracy, which I
believe every Member of this Chamber does, then opening the
windows and letting in some light is good. Today was a big first
step for Senator Pileggi and Senator Mellow with Senate Bill No.
1.

I was pleased to vote for Senate Bill No. 1. I think it begins an
openness and a visibility for how business is conducted in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in both Chambers, in the Gov-
ernor's Office, and in the courts. All three branches would be
covered under Senate Bill No. 1.

Thank you, Madam President. Have a good day.

HOUSE MESSAGE

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE AMENDMENTS
TO HOUSE BILL

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed the Sen-
ate that the House has concurred in amendments made by the
Senate to HB 1109.

BILL SIGNED

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker
Knoll) in the presence of the Senate signed the following bill:

HB 1109.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of
the Senate:

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2008

Off the Floor RULES AND EXECUTIVE Rules Cmte.
NOMINATIONS (to consider Conf Rm.
certain executive nominations)

TUESDAY. FEBRUARY 5, 2008

9:30 A.M. BANKING AND INSURANCE Room 461
(to consider Senate Bill No. 484) Main Capitol

9:30 A.M. ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES Room 8E-B
AND ENERGY (to consider Senate East Wing
Resolution No. 224; and House
Bill No. 1281)

10:00 A.M. VETERANS AFFAIRS AND Room 8E-B
EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS East Wing
(to consider Senate Bills No. 1172,
1199, and 1225; and House Bill
No. 1094)



Hrg. Rm. I
North Off.

Hrg. Rm. I
North Off.

Hrg. Rm. 1
North Off.

Hrg. Rm. I
North Off.

Hrg. Rm.
North Off.

Hrg. Rm, I
North Off.

Hrg. Rm. I
North Off.

Hrg. Rm. I
North Off.

Hrg. Rm. I
North Off.

Hrg Rm. I
North Off.

Hrg. Rm. I
North Off.

Hrg. Rm. I
North Off.

Hrg. Rm. 1
North Off.

Hrg. Rm. I
North Off.

Hrg. Rm.
North Off.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2008

9:00 A.M. FINANCE (public hearing on
Senate Bill No. 1202)

10:00 A.M. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
(to consider House Bills
No. 1329 and 1330)

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2008

11:00 A.M. GAME AND FISHERIES
(to consider Senate Bills No.
1256 and 1257; and House
Bills No. 747 and 1214)

12:30 P.M. URBAN AFFAIRS AND
HOUSING (to consider Senate
Bills No. 906 and 963)

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2008

9:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Auditor
General Budget Hearing)

10:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Historical and
Museum Commission Budget Hearing)

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of
State Budget Hearing)

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Budget Secretary
Budget Hearing)

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2008

9:00 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of
Labor and Industry Budget Hearing)

10:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of
Insurance Budget Hearing)

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of
Revenue Budget Hearing)

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (State Related
Universities Budget Hearing)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 27. 2008

9:00 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Attorney
General Budget Hearing)

10:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (PSERS/SERS
Budget Hearing)

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Gaming
Control Board Budget Hearing)

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (State System
of Higher Education Budget Hearing

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2008

9:00 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of
Agriculture Budget Hearing)

10:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of
Health Budget Hearing)

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of
Corrections Budget Hearing)

Room 461
Main Capitol

Room 8E-B
East Wing

Room 8E-A
East Wing

Room 8E-A
East Wing
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MONDAY, MARCH 3, 2008

9:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Treasury Hrg. Rm. 1
Department Budget Hearing) North Off.

10:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. I
Military and Veterans Affairs North Off.
Budget Hearing)

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Aging Budget Hearing) North Off.

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Liquor Control Hrg. Rm. 1
Board Budget Hearing) North Off.

TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2008

9:00 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. I
Conservation and Natural Resources North Off.
Budget Hearing)

10:30 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (State Police Hrg. Rm. I
Budget Hearing) North Off.

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Transportation Budget Hearing) North Off.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 2008

9:00 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Education Budget Hearing) North Off.

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. I
General Services Budget Hearing) North Off.

3:00 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. I
Environmental Protection Budget North Off.
Hearing)

THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 2008

9:00 A.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. I
Public Welfare Budget Hearing) North Off.

1:15 P.M. APPROPRIATIONS (Department of Hrg. Rm. 1
Community and Economic Develop- North Off.
ment Budget Hearing)

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Allegheny, Senator Orie.

Senator ORIE. Madam President, I move that the Senate do
now recess until Monday, February 4, 2008, at 1 p.m., Eastern
Standard Time,

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The Senate recessed at 1:02 p.m., Eastern Standard Time.


