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The Senate met at 1 p.m., Eastern Standard Time.

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker
Knoll) in the Chair.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rabbi SOLOMON ISAACSON, Congregation
Beth Solomon, Philadelphia, offered the following prayer:

Obviously, you can all tell that I was going to be here today
because half of the Senate is not here. I am only joking. By the
way, we are in football season. So these two young men grew up,
Chris and Moishe, and they always went to football games all
their lives - high school, college, professional. They did not miss
a game. When they were getting older, the one thing they were
questioning was whether there would be football in heaven. So
they made a pact that whoever died first would come down and
tell the other. So Moishe dies. A few weeks later, Chris is lying
in bed and Moishe comes to him and says, Chris, in your life you
never saw such a football stadium. They play football not l day
a week, but 7 days a week. Nobody drops the ball. It is perfect.
He says, but Chris, you are quarterbacking tomorrow.

(Laughter.)
Anyway, it will take a minute, it will sink in. You know, they

do not call you Senators for nothing. It takes a while for every-
thing to sink in. I understand.

We are right now toward the end of the holiday of Hanukkah,
and before I say a special prayer for the soldiers and the govern-
ment, I want to include some special words about the holiday of
Hanukkah. Everybody knows we celebrate the holiday of Hanuk-
kah by lighting the menorah because the oil that was supposed to
last 1 day lasted for 8 days and that was the miracle. But that was
not the miracle. The fmding of the oil in the temple could not
have taken place if people would not have had the resolve to try
to achieve what seemed to be impossible.

The special prayers that we say for the holiday of Hanukkah
include, He delivered the strong into the hands of the weak, the
many into the hands of the few, the impure into the hands of the
pure, the wicked into the hands of the righteous, and the wanton
into the hands of the diligent students of the Bible.

What we have to understand is that if these Maccabees would
have really looked at this situation, they would never have
thought to try to do this. It was only because they were inspired
by their desire to right the wrong. The odds seemed insurmount-

able because logically, everyone told them they could never do
it, that it was impossible. Many times in the Senate and in gov-
ernment we have decisions to make which might not be the most
popular, but it is the right decision to make. And this was the
situation then, because if they had failed, the Greeks would have
destroyed the entire Jewish nation, and they were willing to take
that risk because it was for the future of that nation.

In your positions as Senators of our Commonwealth, many
times you have difficult decisions to make. Some of them are
very popular with the majority of the people, and some of them
are not. God should grant you the wisdom to make the right deci-
sions, and later on, people will realize that it was for the best, and
that is how the holiday of Hanukkah was able to take place.

(Translation from Hebrew:)
May He who blessed our forefathers, Abraham, Isaac, and

Jacob, may He bless the Armed Forces of the United States of
America who stand guard over our land wherever they may be.
May Hashem, our Lord, cause the enemies who rise up against us
to be struck down before them. May The Holy One, blessed is
He, preserve and rescue our fighting men and women from every
trouble and distress and from every plague and illness. May He
send blessing and success in their every endeavor. May He lead
our enemies under their sway and may He adorn them with the
crown of salvation and with the diadem of triumph. May he fulfill
for them the verse: For it is Hashem, your God, who goes with
you to battle your enemies for you to save you.

(Translation from Hebrew.)
May He who grants salvation to kings and dominion to rulers,

whose kingdom is a kingdom spanning all eternities, who re-
leases David, a servant, from the evil sword, who places a road
in the sea and a path in the mighty waters, may He bless, safe-
guard, preserve, help, exalt, make great, extoll, and raise high our
beloved President and Vice President, our Governor and Lieuten-
ant Governor, Members of the Pennsylvania Senate, and all the
other officials of our land. The King who reigns over kings in His
mercy, may He sustain them and may He protect them from ev-
ery trouble, woe, and injury. May He rescue them. May He
gather people under their sway and cause their enemies to fall
before them. Wherever they turn, may they succeed. The King
who reigns over kings in His mercy, may He put into their heart
and into the heart of all their counselors and officials compassion
to do good with us and with all the citizens of our great Com-
monwealth. In their days and in ours, may it be very quickly. So
may it be His will, and let us say amen.

I just want to take the opportunity to wish all of you a happy
Hanukkah again, and since Hanukkah is called a festival of
lights, may God shine His light upon all of you and bless you.
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Thank you very much, God bless, have a happy holiday, and by
the way, I want you to know all bearded fellows belong to the
same union, so I am going to call Santa and make sure he gives
you nice presents.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Rabbi Solomon Isaacson,
who is the guest today of Senator Stack.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.)

HOUSE MESSAGES

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE BILL

The Clerk of the House of Representatives returned to the
Senate SB 737, with the information the House has passed the
same without amendments.

SENATE BILL RETURNED WITH AMENDMENTS

The Clerk of the House of Representatives returned to the
Senate SB 810, with the information the House has passed the
same with amendments in which the concurrence of the Senate
is requested.

The PRESIDENT. Pursuant to Senate Rule XIV, section 6,
this bill will be referred to the Committee on Rules and Execu-
tive Nominations.

BILL SIGNED

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker
Knoll) in the presence of the Senate signed the following bill:

SB 737.

BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES

Senator ARMSTRONG, from the Committee on Appropria-
tions, reported the following bill:

HB 1877 (Pr. No. 2574) (Rereported)

An Act amending the act of August 9, 1955 (P.L.323, No.130),
known as The County Code, further providing for authorization of hotel
tax.

Senator VANCE, from the Committee on Aging and Youth,
reported the following bills:

SB 684 (Pr. No. 1648) (Amended)

An Act providing for child death review.

SB 1026 (Pr. No. 1649) (Amended)

An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, providing for the definition of "children's
advocacy centers"; further providing for immunity from liability, for
release of information in confidential reports, for studies of data in
records, for investigating performance of county agency, for citizen

review panels, for services for prevention, investigation and treatment
of child abuse and for reports to department and coroner; and providing
for release of reports.

SB 1049 (Pr. No. 1650) (Amended)

An Act providing for protection of abused, neglected, exploited or
abandoned adults; establishing a uniform Statewide reporting and inves-
tigative system for suspected abuse, neglect, exploitation or abandon-
ment of adults; providing for protective services; and prescribing penal-
ties.

HB 1830 (Pr. No. 2997) (Amended)

An Act amending the act of December 19, 1990 (P.L.1234,
No.204), known as the Family Caregiver Support Act, further providing
for intent, for definitions, for caregiver support program, for reimburse-
ments and for entitlement.

Senator TOMLINSON, from the Committee on Consumer
Protection and Professional Licensure, reported the following
bills:

SB 485 (Pr. No. 1651) (Amended)

An Act amending the act of July 10, 1990 (P.L.404, No.98), known
as the Real Estate Appraisers Certification Act, further providing for
real estate appraiser certification required, for State Board of Certified
Real Estate Appraisers, for disciplinary and corrective measures and for
penalties.

HB 1662 (Pr. No. 2197)

An Act amending the act of February 14, 1986 (P.L.2, No.2),
known as the Acupuncture Registration Act, redesignating registration
as licensure.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I request a legislative
leave for Senator Punt.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests a legislative leave
for Senator Punt.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Berks, Senator
O'Pake.

Senator O'PAKE. Madam President, I request a legislative
leave for Senator Stout, and a temporary Capitol leave for Sena-
tor Logan.

The PRESIDENT. Senator O'Pake requests a legislative leave
for Senator Stout, and a temporary Capitol leave for Senator
Logan.

Without objection, the leaves will be granted.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Senator PILEGGI asked and obtained a leave of absence for
Senator PIPPY, for today's Session, for personal reasons.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
JOURNAL APPROVED

The PRESIDENT. The Journal of the Session of November
20, 2007, is now in print.

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the Session of
November 20, 2007.
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Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I move that further read-
ing of the Journal be dispensed with and that the Journal be ap-
proved.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the motion?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator PILEGGI and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Armstrong Fontana OPake Tomlinson
Baker Fumo One Vance
Boscola Gordner Piccola Washington
Browne Greenleaf Pileggi Waugh
Brubaker Hughes Punt White, Donald
Corman Kasunic Rafferty White, Mary Jo
Costa Kitchen Regola Williams, Anthony H.
Dinniman LaValle Rhoades Williams, Constance
Earil Logan Robbins Wonderling
Eichelberger Madigan Scamati Wozniak
Erickson Mcllhinney Stack
Ferlo Mellow Stout
Folmer Musto Tartaglione

NAY-0

A majority of all the Senators having voted "aye," the ques-
tion was determined in the affirmative.

The PRESIDENT. The Journal is approved.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
GUESTS OF SENATOR MARY JO WHITE

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Venango, Senator Mary Jo White.

Senator M.J. WHITE. Madam President, it is my privilege to
introduce to the Senate Lyndsey Rebecca Royek, a truly remark-
able young woman. She is the 16-year-old daughter of Walter
and Lisa Royek of Erie County, and she is the 2007-08 Dairy
Princess of the State of Pennsylvania. The Royeks reside on a
dairy farm near Corry and have 100 head of cattle, of which
Lyndsey owns 6. She is a junior at Corry Area High School,
where she is active in varsity soccer, varsity swimming, and the
National Honor Society. She is the class treasurer, and is in-
volved in youth group, competitive swimming, and dancing. The
reason she is Dairy Princess is that she has been a 6-year member
of Milkyway's 4-H Club, served for 2 years as a director of the
PA Junior Guernsey Breeders' Association, the northwest re-
gional representative for the PA Junior Holstein Association, and
for the last 2 years she has owned Erie County's reserve grand
champion holstein. Lyndsey intends to attend Penn State Univer-
sity to major in marketing and hopefully work in dairy promo-
tion.

I ask the Senate to please welcome the Dairy Princess and her
family.

The PRESIDENT. Would Lyndsey Royek, the Dairy Princess
of Pennsylvania, and her family please rise so we can all wel-
come you.

(Applause.)

GUEST OF SENATOR RICHARD A. KASUNIC
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Fayette, Senator Kasunic.

Senator KASUNIC. Madam President, I rise to introduce Mrs.
Madge Finney of Washington County, who is visiting us in Har-
risburg today. She is the president of the Federation of Demo-
cratic Women of Washington County. I ask her to rise, so we
could give her our usual warm welcome.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR ROBERT T. REGOLA
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Westmoreland, Senator Regola.

Senator REGOLA. Madam President, I rise today to introduce
a very special student who is with us in the gallery. Kelsey Landy
is an 11th grade student at Connellsville Senior High School who
has taken a personal interest in and has become an outstanding
student advocate against bullying and school violence. She be-
came interested in this issue after watching a movie about Dawn
Anna, a woman whose life was tragically changed by the murder
of her daughter, Lauren, during the massacre at Columbine High
School. The movie left an incredible mark on Kelsey, and she has
channeled her energies and efforts toward working with her peers
in schools around western Pennsylvania to educate students
about ways to prevent bullying and violence. It is worth noting
that as part of her efforts, she has met with Dawn Anna and was
able to bring her to Pennsylvania to provide her personal insights
into the horrible and tragic costs of teen violence. Kelsey and
Dawn Anna continue to maintain a close relationship and friend-
ship, and Kelsey has been invited to Colorado in the near future
to talk with other families touched by the tragic events in Colum-
bine High School.

I know my colleagues recently received a letter from Kelsey
in which she called on the legislature to act to develop a state-
wide inititative against school violence. I would like to read one
paragraph from her letter which I believe speaks volumes about
the person visiting us today. (Reading.)

I have seen firsthand through my work with Dawn Anna what
school violence can do, not only to a family, but to a country. Dawn lost
her talented and gifted daughter, Lauren Townsend, in the Columbine
tragedy. Lauren huddled under a library table with fellow classmates,
and she held her arms around them and told them that everything would
be alright [sic]. Lauren stayed there and took 11 bullets to her body on
that tragic day in Columbine, and sadly she lost her life. Lauren lost her
life, but our world lost one of its brightest futures. I have vowed to
Dawn and to the memories of her daughter and the others who have lost
their lives due to acts of school violence that I will never allow for any
of them to be forgotten, and I have pledged my time and efforts to en-
sure that their deaths would not be in vain. I want Lauren's words, "Ev-
erything will be alright," [sic] to remain in our minds as we make
choices to secure the safety of our schools. Your collective body has
proven that if we work together, we can make a difference.

Madam President, I would like my colleagues to welcome
Kelsey and her family to show our appreciation for her dedica-
tion to this worthwhile cause.
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The PRESIDENT. Will Kelsey Landy and her family please
rise so we can welcome you.

(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR MICHAEL A. O'PAKE
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Berks, Senator O'Pake.

Senator O'PAKE. Madam President, for the second year in a
row we are delighted to honor the State champions from Reading
Central Catholic High School Girls' Volleyball Team who won
the PIRA Class A State Championship. They won the District 3
title, came from behind in both the semifinal matches against
North Star and the State championship against Cochrantown, and
they are a credit to my alma mater, Reading Central Catholic
High School. They are here with their athletic director, Jeff Cole,
and I ask that we extend our hearty congratulations for the sec-
ond year in a row. Our motto is "Excelsior," so I look forward to
them coming back next, year for the third year in a row.

The PRESIDENT. Will the Reading Central Catholic High
School Girls' Volleyball Team champions and their athletic di-
rector, Jeff Cole, please rise.

(Applause.)
Senator O'PAKE. Also, Madam President, there is a guest

Page here from Kutztown, whom I would like the Chair to recog-
nize. His name is Richard Lynch, a sophomore at Kutztown Area
Senior High School. He is very interested in government, partici-
pates in the debate team and the National Government Day, and
I am sure he is going to learn a lot here today observing the Sen-
ate.

The PRESIDENT. Would Richard Lynch please rise.
(Applause.)

GUESTS OF SENATOR JAY COSTA
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Costa.

Senator COSTA. Madam President, I rise to introduce two
individuals this afternoon from West Mifflin Borough in Alle-
gheny County. These two men have come to Harrisburg to meet
with myself and the Chair, as well as Senator Browne and others,
to talk about various issues being addressed here in Harrisburg.
I would like to welcome the president of West Mifflin Borough
Council, William Welsh, as well as West Mifflin Borough Man-
ager Howard Bednar, and I ask my colleagues to give them a
warm welcome.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. Will President William Welsh and Bor-

ough Manager Howard Bednar from West Mifflin Borough
please rise so we can welcome you.

(Applause.)

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I request a recess of the
Senate for the purpose of a Republican caucus to be held in the

Majority Caucus Room. I expect caucus will last approximately
2 hours.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Berks, Senator O'Pake.

Senator O'PAKE. Madam President, I ask the Democratic
Members to report to our caucus room immediately.

The PRESIDENT. For purposes of Republican and Demo-
cratic caucuses, without objection, the Senate stands in recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED

The PRESIDENT. Senator Logan has returned, and his tem-
porary Capitol leave is cancelled.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I request a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Madigan.

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests a temporary
Capitol leave for Senator Madigan. Without objection, the leave
will be granted.

CALENDAR

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILLS OUT OF ORDER

Without objection, the following bills on today's Calendar
were called out of order by Senator PILEGGI, as Special Orders
of Business.

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 1114 (Pr. No. 1474) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act designating the scenic view on State Route 40 in Wharton
Township, Fayette County, as the "Blue Star Point Lookout."

Considered the third time and agreed to,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Armstrong Fontana O'Pake Tomlinson
Baker Fumo One Vance
Boscola Gordner Piccola Washington
Browne Greenleaf Pileggi Waugh
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Brubaker Hughes Punt White, Donald
Corman Kasunic Rafferty White, Mary Jo
Costa Kitchen Regola Williams, Anthony H.
Dinniman LaValle Rhoades Williams, Constance
Earl! Logan Robbins Wonderling
Eichelberger Madigan Scarnati Wozniak
Erickson Mellhinney Stack
Ferlo Mellow Stout
Folmer Musto Tartaglione

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Berks, Senator O'Pake.

Senator O'PAKE. Madam President, I request a legislative
leave for Senator Ferlo.

The PRESIDENT. Senator O'Pake requests a legislative leave
for Senator Ferlo. Without objection, the leave will be granted.

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR

BILLS REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE
AS AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

HB 1109 (Pr. No. 2984) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 30 (Fish) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated
Statutes, further providing, in fishing licenses, for nonresident and tour-
ist licenses, for one-day resident fishing licenses, for issuing agents and
for license, permit and issuing agent fees.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

HB 1135 (Pr. No. 1647) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, further providing for tests of certain electronic devices.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 232, SB 387, SB 497, SB 584 and HB 606 -- Without
objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the request
of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

SB 776 (Pr. No. 873) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), known
as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, further providing for registration
districts and local registrars' duties.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

BILLS OVER IN ORDER

SB 987, SB 1027, SB 1045, SB 1063, SB 1128, SB 1141, SB
1206, SB 1207 and HB 1235 -- Without objection, the bills were
passed over in their order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILLS REREFERRED

HB 1621 (Pr. No. 2980) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
concurrence of the Department of Environmental Protection, to lease to
VTE Philadelphia, LP, or its nominee, land within the bed of the Dela-
ware River in the City of Philadelphia; and affirming the authority of
the General Assembly to enact certain conveyances.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

HB 1627 (Pr. No. 2981) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
concurrence of the Department of Environmental Protection, to lease to
NCCB Associates, LP, or its nominee, land within the bed of the Dela-
ware River in the City of Philadelphia; and affirming the authority of
the General Assembly to enact certain conveyances.

Upon motion of Senator PILEGGI, and agreed to by voice
vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropriations.

BILL OVER IN ORDER

HB 1795 -- Without objection, the bill was passed over in its
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI.

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

HB 1961 (Pr. No. 2832) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 23 (Domestic Relations) of the Pennsylva-
nia Consolidated Statutes, further providing for information relating to
prospective child-care personnel.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.
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THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR RESUMED

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE
AS AMENDED ON THIRD CONSIDERATION

AND FINAL PASSAGE

HB 489 (Pr. No. 2983) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of March 20, 2002 (P.L. 154, No.13),
known as the Medical Care Availability and Reduction of Error (Mcare)
Act, in insurance, further providing for medical professional liability
insurance, for the Medical Care Availability and Reduction of Error
Fund and for actuarial data; providing for the Medical Care Availability
and Reduction of Error (Mcare) Reserve Fund and the Medical Safety
Automation Fund; transferring the Volunteer Health Services Act into
the act; further providing for license renewal, continuing education
requirements and disciplinary and corrective measures; in the Health
Care Provider Retention Program, further providing for the abatement
program, for the Health Care Provider Retention Account and for expi-
ration; further providing for expiration of the patient safety discount;
and making a related repeal.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration?

HUGHES AMENDMENT A5164 OFFERED

Senator HUGHES offered the following amendment No.
A5164:

Amend Title, page 1, lines 23 and 24, by striking out all of line 23
and "SAFETY AUTOMATION FUND" in line 24 and inserting: Re-
serve Fund for Pennsylvanians (MCAP)

Amend Sec. 1, page 2, line 19, by striking out "712(C)" and insert-
ing: 712(c) and (d)

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 712), page 6, by inserting between lines 22 and
23:

(d) Assessments.-
(1) For calendar year 2003 and for each year thereafter, the

fund shall be funded by an assessment on each participating health
care provider. Assessments shall be levied by the department on or
after January 1 of each year. The assessment shall be based on the
prevailing primary premium for each participating health care pro-
vider and shall, in the aggregate, produce an amount sufficient to
do all of the following:

(I) Reimburse the fund for the payment of reported claims
which became final during the preceding claims period.

(ii) Pay expenses of the fund incurred during the preced-
ing claims period.

(iii) Pay principal and interest on moneys transferred into
the fund in accordance with section 713(c).

(iv) Provide a reserve that shall be 10% of the sum of
subparagraphs (I), (ii) and (iii).
(2) The department shall notify all basic insurance coverage

insurers and self-insured participating health care providers of the
assessment by November 1 for the succeeding calendar year.

(3) Any appeal of the assessment shall be filed with the de-
partment.

(4) For calendar year beginning January 1, 2008, the depart
-ment may delay or suspend the collection of assessments until the

requirements under section 752(b) are met.
Amend Sec. 2, page 8, line 19, by striking out "SUBCHAPTERS"

and inserting: a subchapter
Amend Sec. 2, page 8, lines 20 through 30; page 9, lines 1 through

24, by striking out all of said lines on said pages and inserting:
SUBCHAPTER E

MEDICAL CARE AVAILABILITY FOR PENNSYLVANIANS
(MCAP) RESERVE FUND

Section 751. Establishment.
There is established within the State Treasur y a special fund to be

known as the Medical Care Availability for Pennsylvanians (MCAP)
Reserve Fund.
Section 752. Allocation.

(a) Annual allocation.-Money in the Medical Care Availability for
Pennsylvanians (MCAP) Reserve Fund shall be allocated annuall y as
follows:

(1) Fifty percent of the total amount in the Medical Care
Availability for Pennsylvanians (MCAP) Reserve Fund shall re-
main in the Medical Care Availability for Pennsylvanians (MCAP)
Reserve Fund for the sole purpose of reducing the unfunded liabil-
ity of the fund.

accounts.
(2) Subsidies and tax credits for incentives for disease man-

agement programs.
(3) Subsidies and tax credits for wellness and healthy living

programs.
(4) Funding for low-income health care access to community

-based health providers.
(5) Collection and disclosure of health care costs by various

providers and insurers throughout the health care continuum.
(6) Implementation of cost containment measures that expand

access while maintaining quality and patient safety.
Amend Sec. 4 (Sec. 1112), page 17, lines 18 through 22, by striking

out all of said lines and inserting:

Amend Bill, page 18, by inserting between lines 6 and 7:
Section 6.1. If the requirements of section 752(b) of the act are not

satisfied by June 30, 2008, sections 711, 712(d), (e), (g), (h) and (I) of
the act shall expire June 30, 2008. If these sections expire on June 30,
2008, the fund shall continue to be responsible for payment of claims
against participating health care providers as of June 30, 2008, up to the
fund liability limits as of June 30, 2008, to the extent the fund would
have been responsible for payment of such claims if sections 711,
712(d), (e), (g), (h) and (I) of the act did not expire June 30, 2008.

Amend Sec. 6.1, page 18, line 7, by striking out "6.1" and inserting:
6.2

Amend Sec. 6.2, page 18, line 13, by striking out "6.2" and insert-
ing: 6.3

Amend Sec. 6.2, page 18, line 22, by striking out "6.1" and insert-
ing: 6.2

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Hughes.

Senator HUGHES. Madam President, it is with great difficulty
that I rise on this situation, in this environment, at this time to try
to raise the level of focus, consciousness, or whatever on what I
know is a very important and very troubling issue for hundreds
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of thousands, if not millions, of Pennsylvania citizens. The trou-
ble does not just exist for them, but the reality is that this is a
national crisis that we are confronting, a national crisis that has
us in an environment in which at least 850,000 people in
Pennsylvania--and from a national perspective 44 million, 45
million, or 50 million people all across this country--have no
health insurance.

Because there has been abject, complete, unadulterated, in-
controvertible failure by our Representatives, led by the Presi-
dent of the United States, to lead this country to try to come up
with a comprehensive program to provide health insurance for
Pennsylvanians, for all people in this country, not just for Penn-
sylvania, because there has been failure at the top, we are re-
quired, State after State, to try to find our own resolve on these
matters. That is where we are. That is what our situation is. That
is the real deal right now. We are required to find a resolution,
State after State, having been left wanting by our representation
and our President, we are required to move on our own to get
something done.

We are fortunate in this Commonwealth to have a Governor
who has made a conscious decision to not just talk about the need
to provide health insurance for 850,000 people in this State, but
to do the hard, detailed, focused, well-researched work by a sig-
nificant number of staff in research to handle and gather all
across this State over a period of years to try to find a resolve in
all the information, to try to answer all of the questions, but we
continue to be left wanting. We continue to be left wanting.

I have risen on days and months and years on this issue on this
floor, on the floor of the House of Representatives where I previ-
ously served, and in numerous press conferences over the years,
to try to help find the solution to this problem. So has our Gover-
nor, and we should be appreciative of that. But the reality is there
is no significant movement, there is no effort, there is nothing
happening in the legislative process to get the job done, and
while there is paucity there, 850,000 people in this Common-
wealth have no health insurance. I did not say 850, I did not say
8,050, I did not say 80,500, I said 850,000 people in this Com-
monwealth have no health insurance.

If you follow the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation research,
you will find that more than likely, that number grows in a peri-
odic standpoint. And what I mean by that, Madam President, is
that if you analyze that group over a 2-year period, almost twice
that number go without health insurance for probably 6 months
or so. In other words, Madam President, individuals are falling
in and out of the health insurance situation. In 1 minute, 1 mo-
ment, 1 month, 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 months, they may find themselves
in a position where they are covered. But then for a longer period
of time, they will find themselves in a position where they have
no health insurance.

What does that mean? People are making dramatic and drastic
decisions in terms of how they find healthcare for themselves.
What does that mean for the rest of us who have insurance? Well,
the statistics and the information bear out that for those of us who
have insurance, about 6 to 7 percent of the dollars we pay go to
pay for the care that is provided for those who have no insurance.

What does that mean? What that means is that those individu-
als who have no insurance usually find themselves in the emer-
gency room at the local hospital getting healthcare. The hospital

suffers financially because they are required to provide care but
get no compensation for it. The individuals suffer because once
they find themselves in an emergency room, they are in a situa-
tion where they are getting care when they are at their sickest,
normally. And unfortunately, they wait minutes, hours, half days,
whole days before they get treated. I have witnessed it and seen
it from friends and family members.

While we go through all of that, Madam President, while we
deal with all of that, we, this General Assembly, sit, having had
the provisions and information provided by our Governor, having
had all of the detailed • research and analysis provided by this
administration from all across the board saying that we need to
do something, and we have not moved. We have not urged or
moved or lurched forward in any significant way, shape, or form.

We have done some things. We have attempted to control
hospital-acquired infections, which is a good thing, because it is
a significant cost driver. We need to be healthier in every medi-
cal environment that is available to us. We have done some
things in terms of addressing the kinds of care that our healthcare
professionals can provide, allowing them to practice to the fullest
extent of their licensure, and that is a good thing, allowing nurses
to do all the things they were trained for, the things they have a
passion for, instead of transferring those responsibilities over to
a doctor, where it becomes a more costly service. But still,
Madam President, 850,000 people have no health insurance, and
consequently, consequently we all suffer.

What this amendment does, Madam President, is a very sim-
ple thing. It puts a finite date, it applies pressure, it drops a ham-
mer on the legislative process to say move, make something hap-
pen, do something by June 30 of next year. Come up with a plan
by June 30 of next year. The finances exist. Transfer money to a
reserve fund where the money can sit. Over one-quarter of a bil-
lion dollars can sit in a reserve fund to help address the problem
while the legislature negotiates with the administration to try to
provide a comprehensive plan so that we can all agree to get this
thing done by the end of June of next year.

This amendment does nothing more than that. It puts the pres-
sure on us to act. My mom used to say, move or get out of the
way. Do something, move, or get out of the way. Act, make
something happen. We are required, by the mandate provided by
the people we represent, to take care of their issues, and I know
that there are a lot of things going on right now, Madam Presi-
dent, a lot of things that people are focused on, a lot of things
that people have an interest in, but I can tell you, I can tell you
that healthcare is becoming more and more of an important and
relevant issue each and every day.

Folks are making dramatic decisions about how they deal with
their personal circumstances. We are becoming, in this age of
technology and wonderment of new medication, a sicker society,
a community that chooses to make dramatic and drastic decisions
on how we prioritize ourselves, and while all that is happening,
healthcare costs are going up, they are skyrocketing. The admin-
istration has provided statistics that indicate that over a 5-year
period, the costs of healthcare insurance have skyrocketed over
75 percent. That is unconscionable. That is almost 15 percent a
year.

Madam President, those numbers were provided to us in the
Governor's Budget Address this past February. It is unconsciona-
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ble that we wait. Why are we waiting? What is the hesitation?
Why 
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football forward on this issue? The money exists, but does the
will exist? Does the will exist for us to make something happen?
I am not sure that it does. I am not sure that it does.

So consequently, 850,000 people, people of all stripes, 70
percent of them working individuals who make a difference and
who are, quote, "playing by the rules," unquote, who get up early
in the morning, take care of themselves, provide day care ser-
vices for us, feed us and wash our clothes, do not have health
insurance. They take care of everything we need. We could not
survive without the hard work and effort that these individuals
provide.

But we cannot seem to have the political wisdom, nor the will,
nor the courage to make a difference for these individuals. Well,
now is the time, Madam President. Now is the opportunity. The
window of opportunity is open and available for us to make a
difference in the lives of these people, our citizens, those whom
we represent, this quiet force of people who are rising up and
want to make something happen for themselves. Do we not have
a responsibility for them?

So amendment A5164, Madam President, sets a timeline, a
timeframe, plus makes the money available to engage the pro-
cess, to engage the system, to force us to have discourse and
make a decision. We must make a decision by June of next year,
the end of June of next year. It puts a deadline on deliberation.
We are wise enough, we have all of the information available to
us, but the question then becomes, do we have the wisdom and
do we have the courage and the will to provide for those who
need us the most?

Thank you very much, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Montgomery, Senator Wonderling.
Senator WONDERLING. Madam President, I ask the maker

of the amendment to stand for brief interrogation.
The PRESIDENT. Will the maker stand for brief interroga-

tion?
Senator HUGHES. Yes, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. He indicates he will.
Senator Wonderling, you may commence.
Senator WONDERLING. Madam President, I am asking for

clarification on the gentleman's amendment, subchapter E, begin-
ning on page 2, line 30, subsection (b), enacting legislation that
would, quote, provide "assistance to certain small business em-
ployers in covering their low wage uninsured and access to af-
fordable health insurance coverage...." Would the maker of the
amendment please describe, at least from his perspective, what
types of small businesses are anticipated to be covered by such
legislation in the amendment?

Senator HUGHES. Madam President, would the gentleman
restate the question.

Senator WONDERLING. Madam President, if the gentleman
turns to page 2 of his amendment, subchapter E, particularly
subsection (b), which talks about the requirement for enacting
legislation, as described it looks like such legislation would es-
sentially have these dollars go to qualified small businesses as he
defines them. I am looking at line 30 "...certain small business
employers in covering their low wage uninsured and access to

affordable health insurance coverage for uninsured low-income
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held in abeyance until the date described in the amendment,
pending enactment of legislation, how does the maker of the
amendment foresee the definition of small businesses as stated in
line 30; and furthermore, what would be qualified as a small
business under his proposal?

Senator HUGHES. Madam President, the point that needs to
be made to the gentleman is that there is not a set definition of
those small businesses because the general concept of the amend-
ment is to allow us as a body, negotiating and working as we
normally do, engaging everyone, to make a determination of who
should be included. How should we structure this, while making
sure, and I think, better yet, understanding the pressures that are
on small businesses.

If I recall, there was a front page story in either Sunday's Phil-
adelphia Inquirer or this past Monday's Philadelphia Inquirer
detailing the problems and issues of a small business man in
southeastern Pennsylvania. I do not know if it was in the gentle-
man's area or my area, I do not recall, but it was an individual in
southeastern Pennsylvania who was talking about the struggles
that many small business people have in dealing with the issue of
insurance. There is no set definition here because it gives us, I
think, the freedom to allow us to collectively figure this out, to
analyze the information that we know is already in place, and put
together a program that can help address that need, so there is
room for us to determine what that would be.

Senator WONDERLING. If I might, Madam President, one
more question in interrogation. At the gentleman's convenience,
if he could provide me the source data from which the 850,000
estimated uninsured number is derived, I would appreciate that.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Delaware, Senator Pileggi.
Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I rise in opposition to

the amendment offered by the gentleman from Philadelphia. I do
appreciate his framing of the amendment as part of the national
debate on the cost of healthcare insurance and healthcare in gen-
eral and the difficult task of trying to cover the uninsured in
Pennsylvania. But for those who may be watching this debate
outside this Chamber, I think it is important that we frame the
discussion.

What we are talking about here is an amendment to House
Bill No. 489 which would continue the Mcare abatement pro-
gram in Pennsylvania. This program, if it is not continued, will
expire on December 31 of this year. This is a program that has
received bipartisan support to allow us to retain physicians in
Pennsylvania, especially physicians who practice in high-risk
specialties.

What we did was pass Senate Bill No. 1137 in October of this
year by a vote of 44 to 2 in this Chamber. We now have taken the
provisions of Senate Bill No. 1137 and amended them into
House Bill No. 489. What the gentleman attempts to do by his
amendment is to introduce the Governor's universal healthcare
program into this Mcare abatement program, and essentially hold
this Mcare abatement program hostage to the Governor's univer-
sal healthcare program. This is a program that has been estimated
by the administration to cost billions of dollars when fully imple-
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mented, and we have struggled to try to fmd a way to cover that
cost in the worthwhile goal of trying to provide coverage for the
uninsured.

I would suggest that the effort to tie these two different objec-
tives together at the eleventh hour here is the type of effort that
inevitably leads to failure for such a major public policy issue.
The end result should be the result of the deliberative process
that this body is charged to engage in, not in trying to hold one
piece of good legislation hostage in order to obtain some sort of
advantage in advancing another piece of legislation. I would
quote our Governor on that very point, who, in August of this
year, said, quote, "We should consider projects, plans and initia-
tives on their own merits, not trade them off, you do this and
we'll do this. That leads to bad legislation. We should consider
things on their own merits...."

Madam President, I would be happy to discuss the issue of
universal healthcare and the Governor's various plans at the ap-
propriate time. I urge a negative vote on the amendment and an

affirmative vote on the underlying bill so we can continue this
important program for all Pennsylvanians.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Lackawanna, Senator Mellow.
Senator MELLOW. Madam President, I find myself in a very

unique situation, one in which I have to take to the floor and
speak against an amendment that is being offered by my good
friend from Philadelphia, Senator Hughes. I listened very intently
to the comments that he made and also to the interrogation of
him. I listened very closely to statements that were just made by
Senator Pileggi, the Republican Leader of the Senate, and under-
stand full well what is at stake in this particular proposal.

Madam President, this bill has nothing to do with the
healthcare delivery system for uninsured Pennsylvanians. This
bill, Madam President, has all to do with affordability of the cost
of insurance for physicians in Pennsylvania. Madam President,
in 2002, after the gubernatorial election, Governor Rendell, after
much bipartisan consultation with Members of the General As-
sembly, House and Senate, came up with a proposal to try to do
something to help the Pennsylvania physicians who were suffer-
ing from soaring costs on medical malpractice insurance.

Madam President, at that point in time, we had taken action in
the General Assembly by trying to come up with various types of
tort reform which in the future would have reduced the costs of
medical malpractice insurance in Pennsylvania. But we knew full
well, Madam President, in doing so that it would take a period of
time before results of those reform measures would be seen, and
that period of time would manifest itself in availability of insur-
ance for practicing physicians in Pennsylvania and not necessar-
ily for reductions in their premiums. In 2002, Madam President,
there were literally no companies that wanted to write medical
malpractice insurance. We had some risk management companies
that started thereafter to write medical malpractice insurance, and
now there are a number of risk management companies that are
ready to write medical malpractice insurance prospectively for
what it may cost if a lawsuit is filed.

Madam President, this is a very, very, very important issue,
and it must be passed by the end of this month or the end of this
calendar year so that we can implement the program for the year

2008-09. Madam President, it was given as a commitment to
those of us who voted for it and by the administration who pro-
posed it and signed the legislation that we would see through this
particular crisis dealing with Pennsylvania healthcare providers,
or in particular the physicians in Pennsylvania.

Madam President, what we did is we came up with a tax of 25
cents per pack of cigarettes, and the money to be set aside in a
dedicated fund to subsidize doctors in Pennsylvania on their
medical malpractice insurance, especially as it dealt with the
catastrophic fund in Pennsylvania that we had done away with.
We furthermore told doctors that we would reduce the amount of
what we refer to as a tail with regard to the cost of healthcare
insurance because of unknown lawsuits that may have been filed.

A tail works this way, Madam President. We passed legisla-
tion not knowing exactly what the cost could be in the future with
regard to suits that as of yet have not been filed, or those that as
of yet would be adjudicated. As we stand today, we have a sur-
plus in that fund of some half-billion dollars. However, we have
outstanding obligations against that surplus of $1.9 billion.

Madam President, if we were in a position today of saying that
we have no tail, which today is $1.9 billion, and we had a surplus
in that account of $500 million, I would be the first one to take
to the floor of this Senate and support Senator Hughes in exactly
what he is talking about, because I support legislation that would
guarantee every Pennsylvanian some type of healthcare insur-
ance. Senator Hughes has said that we have some 850,000 people
today in Pennsylvania who are considered to be, I assume, the
working poor who have no healthcare insurance. I do not think
there is one person in this Chamber who, given the opportunity
to vote on a package that would guarantee healthcare insurance
for every Pennsylvanian, would not do that, in an affordable
package not only to the taxpayer but to the consuming public.
But this legislation does not do it.

This legislation only guarantees the commitment that we made
back in 2002 to physicians in Pennsylvania that since medical
malpractice premiums were so high in Pennsylvania, that the
possibility of doing away with the catastrophic health fund
through the Motor Vehicle License Fund would cost the physi-
cians additional money through what is considered to be a tail,
which I just explained, that we would come up with the money to
help pay for those premiums until the program has been com-
pletely resolved.

Well, Madam President, the program is not resolved, and now
what the Governor wants to do in his own merit, he came up with
a proposal that would hopefully provide, through his Prescription
for Pennsylvania, healthcare for those uninsured Pennsylvanians,
and I support, in concept, the program. I just do not support from
where the Governor today wants to take the money.

If we do not pass this bill today and send it to the House of
Representatives where they then will send it to the Governor for
his signature, we are basically dropping a hammer on the medical
profession in Pennsylvania and we, in fact, are pulling the rag out
from underneath them in a commitment that those of us who were
here 5 years ago made to the doctors of Pennsylvania so that they
would stay in our State to practice medicine, to guarantee people
who need their help that they would have the availability of going
to a doctor, that the insurance premiums to pay for medical mal
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practice would be affordable, and the doctors would not move to
another State to practice, but that they would stay here.

I believe that the things Senator Hughes talked about are very
positive. It is a program that we must address. We probably
would have until the budget discussion of June of 2008 to make
the fmal adjudication and to address the issue appropriately, but
this is not the vehicle into which to implement the Governor's
healthcare funding. This is a vehicle that guarantees the commit-
ment that we made to the medical profession in Pennsylvania 5
years ago that we will be a partner standing in lockstep with them
to try to make medical malpractice insurance in Pennsylvania
affordable and accessible. Anything short of passing this legisla-
tion in the form that it passed here in the Senate back in October
will not guarantee that the physicians in Pennsylvania will be
able to purchase medical malpractice insurance, will make it
affordable, will make it accessible, and will guarantee that the
health providers stay here in Pennsylvania doing the job that they
are doing today.

So, with all due respect to my good friend from Philadelphia,
Senator Hughes, whom I support and admire and who I think is
doing the right thing by bringing this to the forefront, this is not
the venue in which we should enact this amendment. We should
not be supporting this amendment. It hurts me to say that against
Senator Hughes, but I am going to ask for a negative vote on this
amendment and move on to fmal passage of this particular pro-
posal.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Centre, Senator Corman.

Senator CORMAN. Madam President, I will try to be brief.
First of all, I had the honor of serving twice as co-chair with the
maker of this amendment on committee assignments, first with
the Committee on Communications and Technology, and then we
chaired the Committee on Public Health and Welfare together. In
fact, we cosponsored an amendment here last year for the first
time ever to fund LIHEAP together, which was a big step in the
right direction for helping people who needed assistance with
energy. So we have had a tremendous working relationship,
which I always enjoyed since I am a Senator from a very rural
part of the State and he is a Senator from the city of Philadelphia.

However, saying that, I cannot agree with the approach of his
amendment. I have no doubt of his desire, and as Senator Mellow
said, all 50 of us would like to come up with a way to get every
Pennsylvanian who wants health insurance insured. But maybe
more importantly than that, Madam President, we have to figure
out a way to get the cost of health insurance down, or at least
maintain the growth of health insurance, and as Senator Hughes
said in his opening comments, we have made some steps in that
direction which are very important, and this legislation will make
some significant steps in that direction.

In this legislation there is money for medical records. One of
the high driving costs of healthcare today are medical errors.
Senator Wonderling has taken the lead in trying to develop medi-
cal records that can be transparent and can move from plan to
plan and physician to physician so that medical errors will be
reduced dramatically. In this legislation is money for hospital
infections. A major increase in healthcare costs has been infec-
tions and the growth of infections within our hospitals, and part
of this legislation will deal with that. Part of this legislation,

again, as Senator Mellow drew out, will deal with funding the
unfunded liability so our doctors will not have such a high cost
of premiums when it comes to medical malpractice, which drives
up the cost of healthcare.

Part of driving down the costs of healthcare is competition.
Senator Don White, the chairman of our Committee on Banking
and Insurance, has led a very well-thought-out scrutiny of the
proposed merger between two of our largest managed care orga-
nizations, the Blues, that would reduce the amount of competi-
tion in Pennsylvania. We want to make sure that we have healthy
competition in this State.

These are all part of a mix that we need to drive down the
costs of healthcare. If we just go toward universal healthcare
without driving down the costs, even government--yes, even
government--will go bankrupt if healthcare costs continue to
increase 25, 30, or 40 percent. Although I applaud his passion for
this issue, I am also concerned about having this artificial dead-
line. It seems like every time we are here and politically pres-
sured to get something done, whether it be by artificial deadline
or not, we do not always get the best product. Many times, when
tax reform has bubbled to the top and we thought we had to do
something and we passed things that many people lauded as the
answer, we found out later that it was not a particularly good
piece of legislation.

I think all 50 of us here are driven until we completely get
everyone insured who wants to be insured. We may have differ-
ent approaches on how to get there. I think the leading approach
is trying to drive down the cost of healthcare. I think this bill as
is will be part of that, so I ask for a "no" vote on this amendment
and a "yes" vote on fmal passage.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Allegheny, Senator Costa.
Senator COSTA. Madam President, I feel compelled to rise

and very briefly speak in support of the amendment offered by
my friend and colleague, Senator Hughes, as it relates to this
particular issue. This, no doubt, is a very important issue, as was
stated by all the speakers, and stated very articulately. I think,
however, what we need to recognize is that despite the fact that
some Members believe that the underlying bill is a very nar-
rowly-focused piece of legislation, it is a big part of the overall
healthcare policy in this Commonwealth.

A major component of that is to make certain that we have the
opportunity to fund a program that is going to allow for a level
of healthcare coverage for anywhere from 700,000 individuals
who are uninsured. A large majority of that number, well over 75
percent of that number, are individuals who are employed and are
working poor. I think what is significant about that, you can say
what number you want, it is 700,000, I think, according to the
Insurance Department, and Senator Hughes and others have ref-
erenced 850,000. I think the Health Care Cost Containment
Council recently did a study that indicated that in Pennsylvania
we have 1.2 million individuals who were either underinsured or
not insured.

The fact of the matter is, Madam President, it is a very, very
serious issue that we need to talk about here in Pennsylvania.
This legislation puts our feet to the fire and requires us to talk
about it. As it relates to this particular proposal being proposed
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by the Governor, the Cover All Pennsylvanians program, there
was a lot of discussion about his initial plan that was offered
back in February of this year. One of the aspects of the program
was the fair share assessment. Madam President, I think this Gen-
eral Assembly, or at least this Chamber, spoke pretty clearly that
the issue was not going to be considered. To that end, recogniz-
ing that, I believe the administration looked at an alternative
funding stream that may need to be discussed at some later point
in time. But at the end of the day, we need to recognize that as a
General Assembly, and particularly this Chamber needs to recog-
nize we have a very serious issue involving healthcare in this
Commonwealth.

I know in my district it is one of those issues that has risen
above any other State-related issue that exists that I hear from
folks. I live in a particular region of this Commonwealth, and we
have a number of areas where we have some of the best
healthcare facilities in this country, yet the people who live in my
district do not have access to those healthcare facilities. We need
to provide them with the ability to do that. They are the folks
who get up every day, Madam President, and go to work. They
work different shifts, they work weekends, and they work eve-
nings. They come home and want to provide for their families.
They also want to provide healthcare for themselves and for their
families, and we need to take this time and discuss this very, very
serious issue. That is what this amendment does.

This amendment allows us the opportunity, as part of our
overall healthcare policy, to make certain that we have issues
with respect to maintaining doctors in this Commonwealth and
to make certain that we provide medical malpractice insurance
for them at a very reasonable rate and that it is accessible to
them. More importantly, we have an opportunity to discuss a
very important issue of healthcare in this Commonwealth. So I
respectfully ask my colleagues to support the Hughes amend-
ment. I think it is something that we need to do, and I encourage
my colleagues for an affirmative vote to that end.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Cambria, Senator Wozniak.
Senator WOZNIAK. Madam President, very quickly, I do not

think there is anybody here who is disingenuous in saying that
they would like to see all Pennsylvanians covered. But on this
issue, I want to make something very clear and something very
novel. We have a potential debt of $1.2 billion in liability. I
would like to see us pay our debt first, before we go into debt
again. If we deal with the issue of Cover All Pennsylvanians, it
is not something just for these 2 years of the Governor's adminis-
tration. We will be paying for this long after I am not in office.
We have a debt now that needs to be erased. Let us move to
eliminate that debt before we go into any further debt. So with
that, I oppose this particular amendment.

Thank you, Madam President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator HUGHES and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-14

Boscola Hughes O'Pake Williams, Anthony H.
Costa Kitchen Stack Williams, Constance
Fontana LaValle Tartaglione
Fumo Logan Washington

NAY-35

Armstrong Ferlo One Stout
Baker Folmer Piccola Tomlinson
Browne Gordner Pileggi Vance
Brubaker Greenleaf Punt Waugh
Corman Kasunic Rafferty White, Donald
Dinniman Madigan Regola White, Mary Jo
Earll McIlhinney Rhoades Wonderling
Eichelberger Mellow Robbins Wozniak
Erickson Musto Scarnati

Less than a majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the
question was determined in the negative.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration?

HUGHES AMENDMENT A5165 OFFERED

Senator HUGHES offered the following amendment No.
A5165:

Amend Sec. 1, page 2, line 19, by striking out "712(C)" and insert-
ing: 712(c) and (d)

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 712), page 6, by inserting between lines 22 and
23:

(d) Assessments.
(1) For calendar year 2003 and for each year thereafter, the

fund shall be funded by an assessment on each participating health
care provider. Assessments shall be levied by the department on or
after January 1 of each year. The assessment shall be based on the
prevailing primary premium for each participating health care pro-
vider and shall, in the aggregate, produce an amount sufficient to
do all of the following:

(1) Reimburse the fund for the payment of reported claims
which became final during the preceding claims period.

(ii) Pay expenses of the fund incurred during the preced-
ing claims period.

(iii) Pay principal and interest on moneys transferred into
the fund in accordance with section 713(c).

(iv) Provide a reserve that shall be 10% of the sum of
subparagraphs (I), (ii) and (iii).
(2) The department shall notify all basic insurance coverage

insurers and self-insured participating health care providers of the
assessment by November 1 for the succeeding calendar year. All
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partment.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Hughes.

Senator HUGHES. Madam President, this amendment im-
poses a penalty of 10 percent per year for late remittance of the
assessments to Mcare. In addition, it imposes penalties under the
Unfair Insurance Practices Act if the carrier engages in a pattern
or practice of late remittances.

Under current law, Madam President, healthcare providers
pay their Mcare assessment to their primary carrier who, in turn,
remits the assessment to Mcare. Issues arise as to whether the

healthcare provider has coverage for medical malpractice claims
where the carrier fails to remit the assessment to Mcare or does
so outside the required remittance period of 60 days.

The department does not currently have statutory penalties to
deal with situations where a health provider is timely in paying,
but the carrier fails to send the assessment to Mcare. I read all of
that from the analysis, Madam President, to go to the issue,
which is very simple. Apparently, providers have been paying
their Mcare assessment late. They have just been paying it late,
and right now, the department has no statutory provisions to re-
quire them, to have any force to require them, to pay in a more
timely fashion. This causes some legal concern, and what we are
trying to do, Madam President, is provide some strength, some
teeth, some armor to the department to get these payments made
in a timely fashion. That is all we are attempting to do here,
Madam President. Thank you.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Delaware, Senator Pileggi.

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I reluctantly have to rise
a second time in opposition to an amendment offered by my
friend, the gentleman from Philadelphia. This is a technical
bill-collecting process amendment that may very well have some
merit. We have been working with the Insurance Federation on
this issue, but we do not believe that it is appropriate for this bill
at this time. We would be very happy to consider this amendment
in an appropriate vehicle at a later time, and I urge a negative
vote.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?

The yeas and nays were required by Senator HUGHES and
were as follows, viz:

YEA-21

Boscola Hughes Musto Williams, Anthony H.
Costa Kasunic O'Pake Williams, Constance
Dinniman Kitchen Stack Wozniak
Ferlo LaValle Stout
Fontana Logan Tartaglione
Fumo Mellow Washington

NAY-28

Armstrong Erickson Piccola Scarnati
Baker Folmer Pileggi Tomlinson
Browne Gordner Punt Vance
Brubaker Greenleaf Rafferty Waugh
Corman Madigan Regola White, Donald
Earll Mcllhinney Rhoades White, Mary Jo
Eichelberger One Robbins Wonderling

Less than a majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the
question was determined in the negative.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Indiana, Senator Don White.

Senator D. WHITE. Madam President, with my role as chair-
man of the Committee on Banking and Insurance, I have been
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pretty consumed since last February with a lot of the Governor's
initiatives with regard to healthcare and the improvement thereof
here in Pennsylvania. I appreciate very much the comments made
by Senator Hughes and Senator Costa. I understand their frustra-
tion, but the fact remains that this particular bill is something that
we as a bipartisan group supported 4 or 5 years ago, and it is
critical to the healthcare providers, our doctors, and our hospitals
at this time. The clock is ticking, and it needs to be done.

I also want to thank my colleague, Senator Hughes, for letting
me know that I have been using the figure that 800,000 people
are uninsured in this State, and now I find out it is 850,000. That
means that it is now down to 10.7 million who do have insurance,
and a lot of that has to do with the cost, Madam President. That
is why I think things like this merger that I am working on be-
tween the Blues, IBC and Highmark, is so critical to
deliverability, accountability, and the cost of healthcare.

Getting back to the main subject of point, House Bill No. 489
is crucial. I challenge the House, let us not load it up this time; let
us not delay it. This is critical to Pennsylvanians, to our provid-
ers, and to our hospitals, and I ask for your positive approval of
this bill and ask the House to immediately send it to the Gover-
nor's desk for signature.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Philadelphia, Senator Fumo.
Senator FUMO. Madam President, I am going to vote for

House Bill No. 489, but I also voted for Senator Hughes's
amendment. And during the debate over his amendment, I lis-
tened to a lot of interesting things being said on this floor. I heard
us say, from the other side of the aisle, that healthcare for all was
a worthwhile cause, but this just was not the appropriate time. I
also heard from Senator Corman that there is a long list of pro-
grams that should be considered to help out with that. Madam
President, while I heard many, many things being said, I did not
really see any action to help the 800,000-plus people without
healthcare.

We are about to break for Christmas. We are going to go to
our homes, to our families, and enjoy Christmas without the fear
that if something happens to ourselves or to someone in our fam-
ily, we will not be able to take care of them health wise, because
we do have good healthcare here in the Senate. We are going to
go home for Christmas and not worry about this because it is not
yet the appropriate time. I ask my colleagues to go back and ask
the 800,000 people when they think the appropriate time might
be.

Madam President, this is not just an issue that affects the
working poor in Pennsylvania, although it does, but healthcare is
now an issue that affects the working class. People with insur-
ance are afraid of losing their insurance, and they are more afraid
than the people who I assume have just about given up among the
working poor. The actual poor have Medicaid to take care of
them, and the rich do not worry about it.

Madam President, I ask, when is the appropriate time? We did
pass a 25-cent-per-pack cigarette tax to bail out the doctors, who
are among, I think on just about every survey, the most affluent
of our citizens. Nobody wants to beat up on doctors, but the in-
tent, for those people watching on PCN tonight who do not really
understand what is going on here, the intent of Senator Hughes's

amendment was to get leverage to make this Chamber get up and
do something. There were 14 votes for that leverage, 12 short of
the necessary number to do something about the problem.

Madam President, I was told the story a long time ago, and
Senator Stout is not here tonight, he is usually the one to tell
these kinds of things, but former House Speaker Bob O'Donnell
once explained to me the difference between being for someone
or something--or all for healthcare for everybody--and being
committed to that. Tonight we saw that there are 14 people com-
mitted; the rest are just for it. The analogy he used was ham and
eggs. When you look at that order of ham and eggs, the chicken
is for it, but the pig is committed.

Madam President, we have to get that number of 14 up to 26,
but we are too busy rushing home for Christmas vacation to do
that. We are all for it, but not many are committed. We then say
to ourselves, gee, when did this idea first come up? There are
obvious issues with the Governor's plan, and I have had some
with it as well. But he brought it to the agenda in his inaugural
speech, and he raised it again in his Budget Message, and yet we
went around here for months and months and months of doing
nothing but coming in and voting on adjournment motions, nam-
ing roads, any kind of cockamamie thing you can think of, but
nothing productive.

When the average guy out there, Joe Six-pack, or I forget
exactly how Senator Wozniak refers to his ethnic group, but
when they see that, they start to wonder, what am I going to do
this Christmas about healthcare? Where are my Senators? Why
are they not worrying about me? There was not enough time to
do this? We did not have enough time to study this? For many of
these people, this is a matter of life and death. It should be our
number one priority. But we sat around, week after week, doing
nothing, collecting per diems so we could enrich ourselves, going
home, using our healthcare for ourselves and our kids and our
families, while these 800,000 people wonder when the appropri-
ate time will come.

Madam President, tonight was a chance to try to get some
leverage over the situation so we can take some of those chickens
and make them into pigs. In this case, good pigs. Pigs that want
to do something for humanity. But instead, we still have a lot of
chickens, scared to death, running away from the problem. We
are worrying about taxes. Why do we not vote a 10-cent-per-pack
cigarette tax for these 800,000 people so they can get healthcare?
We voted 25 cents for the richest among us; can we not vote 10
cents for those who are struggling? And I am not talking about
the ones who are looked down upon by some people on the other
side of the aisle, the welfare recipients. I am talking about people
working, working at those hamburger flipper jobs, because that
is all they have, and going home without healthcare. I am talking
about the working poor, and I am also talking about the middle
class, who are scared to death that they are only a day away from
the working poor. Yet it is a worthy cause, but not the appropri-
ate time. We will adjourn for Christmas vacation. I ask you,
when you are opening up your Christmas presents, or playing
Santa Claus, or bringing good to your kids and your family, to
take 30 seconds, that is all I want, 30 seconds, and think about
the working poor who do not even have the very basic human
dignity of having healthcare.
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Madam President, that is what Senator Hughes's amendment
was about. It was not about anything else. It was about getting
leverage and making some of the chickens into pigs. That is all
it was about. Madam President, hopefully soon, maybe after
Christmas vacation, before Valentine's Day, we might have the
appropriate time to worry about those 800,000-plus people who
are working every day and do not have healthcare. I do not care
how we get there, I do not care which one of the lists we get from
Senator Corman or anybody else, or if it has something to do
with the Blues. Maybe by Valentine's Day, we can have a heart
and do something for those 850,000 people.

Now, that might require that we come back here and work.
That might require that we come back here and earn our per
diems, rather than run in, run out, adjourn, name another road
after somebody, name another park after somebody, and get out
of Dodge, and then say, gee, it is too late, we do not have enough
time.

My plea tonight is that while we go home for Christmas, we
set Valentine's Day as the appropriate time to do something about
this worthwhile cause, whatever it is, and the 14 of us who voted
tonight are more than willing to work with the rest of you to find
a compromise to help out those 800,000-plus people who are
suffering today in this prosperous Commonwealth.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Philadelphia, Senator Hughes.
Senator HUGHES. Madam President, the idea is really sim-

ple, and it is backed by a lot of fact and by a public commitment
that the Governor made in a press conference just a few days ago
that he was in favor of and would support any financial picture
or program we could put together using this one-half billion dol-
lar surplus that we have in this fund to secure the fund for a
10-year period, to deal with any issues that may have been out-
standing. The Governor, out of his mouth, made that commitment
at a press conference in front of the entire Harrisburg press corps.
And anyone else who may have been watching anywhere in this
State, in this country, in the world, saw that right there. That was
it.

We have very few opportunities, Madam President, to lever-
age the reality that exists in front of us at the time. We have
800,000 or 700,000 or 900,000 or a million, whatever the num-
ber is, and I think it most accurately is we have 800,000 people
who are suffering, and we choose to do nothing. We choose to do
nothing. We have the financial wherewithal to put a program in
place, and all the amendment that we offered earlier did was
allow for the financial issues of the Mcare fund to continue to be
taken care of and put a constraint, a timeline, a context, an end-
point by June of next year. Six-and-a-half months, Madam Presi-
dent, 6 1/2 months for us to find resolve. That is all the amend-
ment did, with a contextual reality of the Governor's commitment
to make sure that the Mcare fund is solvent, is strong and secure,
and to take care of any outstanding issues.

Now, we have to deal with this thing at some point, Madam
President, and some people will say, well, you know, we do not
hear a lot from folks. We do not hear a lot from folks. They do
not send us e-mails. They do not make lots of phone calls, those
who are uninsured. There is a reason for that: because they are
working. They cannot afford lobbyists. They cannot afford to

send people to Harrisburg to walk around on their behalf. They
have friends, colleagues, most of my brothers and sisters in the
union movement who stand strong for them. But the reality is that
those individuals, 70 percent of the 800,000 people, those indi-
viduals, Madam President, are working, trying to make ends
meet, trying to make an honest dollar, trying to take care of fam-
ily, trying to take care of themselves, trying to survive when they
have a healthcare problem, and no readily accessible, available
doctor or provider to deal with their issue.

That is what we are dealing with. And we have been fighting
and trudging and working on this issue year in and year out, Ses-
sion in and Session out, for almost a decade. I have been in the
Senate for 13 years, Madam President, working on this issue, and
we only get part of the way, part of the way, piecemeal, part of
the way, a little bit here, a little bit there. In the meantime, people
are suffering. They are suffering. You hear it when you talk to
them. You hear it when you are engaged with them and have
dialogue with them, in a fashion. Maybe it is at the dry cleaner
when you go to pick up your clothes and the person there is hav-
ing a bad day or a rough day, and you take a few minutes out of
your busy day to say, what is going on? How are you doing?
How have you been? Most of those businesses are family-run
operations. Everybody knows everyone in there. They are right
in your neighborhood, right down the street, right around the
corner.

You know these people. You know these people. You talk to
them. They say, man, I am not feeling well. I ask, why do you not
go to the doctor? They say, well, I cannot go to the doctor, or I
do not want to go to the doctor, or they start that shuffle that
people have when they feel uncomfortable about their personal
situation. You all know what that is. You all know what that is.
We have to take care of these folks.

We had an opportunity to do something for them. While the
Mcare abatement fund is an important institution that needs to be
maintained, we have a whole lot of extra money sitting around
there, Madam President. We have a half-billion dollars sitting
around there, Madam President. We have a lot of money sitting
around there, Madam President, and we have creative and tal-
ented people who can make something worthwhile happen with
that money and still take care of the problem and utilize that
money to help these people.

These people are suffering. These people are having prob-
lems. These people are sick. If they can access healthcare, it is
not of the quality that they need. They fall in and out of insurance
categories. What are we going to do with these individuals? Why
can we not find the political will and wisdom to step up for
them? What is so wrong that we cannot figure out a way to help
them proactively, progressively, sooner rather than later, not
waiting, moving aggressively for them?

I just had a conference this past weekend, Madam President,
dealing with the issue of mental illness. Two thousand people
showed up, Madam President, folks who are suffering. There is
a quiet kind of very real suffering that is going on, Madam Presi-
dent. Folks are having a difficult time accessing the healthcare
that they need, especially on a very difficult issue like mental
illness. They are schizophrenic. They are bipolar. They have
major depressive disorders, or they are just not feeling well. You
see what happens when we do not deal with these issues, Madam
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President. You saw what happened in Omaha. You saw what
happened with that young man who was sick. There is no defense
for his action, but the reality is he was sick.

We have to deal with this. This is real stuff. This is not fake
stuff, this is real stuff. These are real people. We have to deal
with this. We had an opportunity, and we let it slip through our
hands. We let it slip through our grasp, just because we wanted
to be expedient for our doctors. And I love our doctors. The old
saying is, some of my best friends are doctors. But you know
what? They are squared away. They are taken care of. The doc-
tors are all right.

Just anecdotally, I just saw the engagement letter for a new
doctor, a young doctor just entering the profession. He was hired.
Do you know what his hiring letter said? His hiring letter said,
your starting salary is $500,000 a year. Hear that. His starting
salary was $500,000 a year. He is a new doctor. He is not an old
doctor. He is not an experienced doctor. He is a new doctor start-
ing out at $500,000. What are we doing? What are we doing?
We are taking care of them. Their rates have dropped. We have
repaired an entire industry. We have repaired an entire insurance
industry by taking care of them. Now can we not take care of the
people who need it the most?

The amazing thing about it, the short-sightedness about the
situation, Madam President, is if we provide health insurance for
the 800,000 people who do not have it, when they utilize that
insurance, the providers will get paid. The providers get paid
because the individuals walk around with insurance. They walk
around with their insurance card. The provider gets taken care of

We have to have the will, Madam President. We have to look
beyond our nose, Madam President. We have to look to the real
issues of these people, Madam President. They deserve for us to
stand up for them. They deserve for us to stand up for them. It
slipped through our fmgers. It slipped through our grasp. The
money is sitting there. A huge amount of money is sitting there.
We could have created an environment and allowed it to work
for us, to take care of the doctors and take care of the 800,000
people, but we are afraid of white coats walking around this
Capitol. They were taken care of. They will be taken care of.

We had an opportunity. The amendment called for a 6 1/2-
month window, putting the pressure on us to solve this problem.
But what is it? It is a lot of bankrupt conversation, Madam Presi-
dent. Bankrupt. No more, no less. They deserve for us to stand
up for them, and it is time for us to be about it and no longer just
talk about it. Let us impose a deadline and a timeline on our-
selves. I like Senator Fumo's comment about having something
in place by Valentine's Day, by February 14. That is good. I like
that and if we sit at the table, we can have the political will to get
it done. Let us make it happen. We have the minds, we have the
intelligence, we have the data, and we have the research. We
have all the information we need.

Let us be about the business of taking care of these people.
They deserve for us to take care of them, because if we take care
of them, we will be taking care of ourselves. We will be taking
care of ourselves, but not just from a financial standpoint. Over
6 percent of our bills, those of us who have insurance, over 6
percent of what we pay for goes to deal with the uninsured. We
will be able to take care of that problem, but we will be doing
even more than that, something bigger than that, something less

self-serving than that. We will be taking care of those, the least
of these, the least of these, something that should have a little bit
of an extra ring around this holy season; a little extra ring around
this holy season.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman

from Montgomery, Senator Connie Williams.
Senator C. WILLIAMS. Madam President, I, too, am disap-

pointed that we cannot deal with the issue of making sure that
750,000 people can have health insurance in the Commonwealth.
In the amendment, however, that was proposed yesterday, which
is now in the bill that we are going to vote on, there is a techni-
cality I would just like to be sure is perfectly clear. House Bill
No. 489 includes birth centers in section 1002 of the Mcare Act,
which provides for abatements from the Mcare surcharge. I do
believe, and I would like to have it confirmed, that it is the intent
of the Senate to have birth centers retain the 50-percent abate-
ment for years 2003 through 2007, and 100 percent abatement
beginning in 2008.

The PRESIDENT. Is the lady asking to interrogate someone?
Senator C. WILLIAMS. Yes, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. Senator Don White will answer that ques-

tion about the abatement for the Mcare surcharge.
The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Indiana, Senator

Don White.
Senator D. WHITE. Madam President, I know that is our

intent. That is our intent, yes.
Senator C. WILLIAMS. Thank you, Madam President.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration?
It was agreed to.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass fmally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Armstrong Fontana O'Pake Tomlinson
Baker Fumo One Vance
Boscola Gordner Piccola Washington
Browne Greenleaf Pileggi Waugh
Brubaker Hughes Punt White, Donald
Corman Kasunic Rafferty White, Mary Jo
Costa Kitchen Regola Williams, Anthony H.
Dinniman LaValle Rhoades Williams, Constance
Earll Logan Robbins Wonderling
Eichelberger Madigan Scarnati Wozniak
Erickson McIlhinney Stack
Ferlo Mellow Stout
Folmer Musto Tartaglione

NAY-0
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A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

HB 17 (Pr. No. 2982) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consoli-
dated Statutes, further defining "automated red light enforcement sys-
tem" and "serious traffic violation"; and further providing for period of
registration, for person with disability plate and placard, for weight
restriction relating to special registration plates, for use and display of
illuminated signs, for automated red light enforcement systems in first
class cities, for employer responsibilities and for unlawful activities
related to equipment standards.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Stack.

Senator STACK. Madam President, I rise in support of House
Bill No. 17. The red light camera program we have in Philadel-
phia is working. I know this because there are several red light
cameras operating on a major roadway in my district. Madam
President, Roosevelt Boulevard is a 12-lane highway that cuts
directly through northeast Philadelphia for 9 miles. It is also one
of the most dangerous roads in Pennsylvania, and perhaps in the
world.

Roosevelt Boulevard was given the terrible distinction of
having two of the most dangerous intersections in the nation,
according to a 2001 State Farm Insurance study, and anyone who
regularly drives on Roosevelt Boulevard will tell you it is a ha-
ven for speeding and reckless drivers. Motorists often drive by
crushed vehicles and memorials of the deaths of motorists or
pedestrians.

In response to the mounting accidents, the red light camera
program began on February 23, 2005. Since that time, the num-
ber of motorists running red lights at the two most dangerous
intersections has decreased by an astounding 96 percent. Addi-
tionally, the same study found that red light running at other in-
tersections had been reduced by 36 percent. The number of red
light running accidents is also down, and, according to
PennDOT, total fatalities on the boulevard have dropped
one-third, from 15 in 2005 to 10 in 2006. PennDOT supports the
reauthorization of the red light cameras on Roosevelt Boulevard.
In fact, they have said the red light cameras have improved driver
behavior and safety.

Today, red light cameras are operating at 10 intersections in
Philadelphia, several in my district or near my district. Now, I am
not saying, Madam President, that I want us to do this every-
where, just in particularly dangerous areas. Madam President, the
Philadelphia police are doing an excellent job patrolling Roose-
velt Boulevard. That being said, the red light camera program
has given them an additional helpful tool for police officers in
their efforts to improve traffic safety on Roosevelt Boulevard and
across the city of Philadelphia. That is why I am voting "yes" for
House Bill No. 17, to reauthorize the red light camera program
for 4 more years, to continue to improve safety on Philadelphia
roads, and I urge my colleagues to do the same.

Thank you, Madam President.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Armstrong Fontana O'Pake Tomlinson
Baker Fumo One Vance
Boscola Gordner Piecola Washington
Browne Greenleaf Pileggi Waugh
Brubaker Hughes Punt White, Donald
Corman Kasunic Rafferty White, Mary Jo

Costa Kitchen Regola Williams, Anthony H.

Dinniman LaValle Rhoades Williams, Constance
Earll Logan Robbins Wonderling
Eichelberger Madigan Scamati Wozniak
Erickson Mellhinney Stack
Ferlo Mellow Stout
Folmer Musto Tartaglione

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.

HB 131 (Pr. No. 2910) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending Title 53 (Municipalities Generally) of the Penn-
sylvania Consolidated Statutes, prohibiting fees for police services.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:
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YEA-49

Armstrong Fontana O'Pake Tomlinson
Baker Fumo One Vance
Boscola Gordner Piccola Washington
Browne Greenleaf Pileggi Waugh
Brubaker Hughes Punt White, Donald
Corman Kasunic Rafferty White, Mary Jo
Costa Kitchen Regola Williams, Anthony H.
Dinniman LaValle Rhoades Williams, Constance
Earll Logan Robbins Wonderling
Eichelberger Madigan Scamati Wozniak
Erickson Mcnhinney Stack
Ferlo Mellow Stout
Folmer Musto Tartaglione

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of
the House is requested.

BILL AMENDED AND
LAID ON THE TABLE

SB 317 (Pr. No. 1088) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333, No.320),
known as the Pennsylvania Election Code, further providing for public
buildings to be used where possible, for organization of State commit-
tee, for affidavit of circulator, for objections to nomination petitions and
papers, for absentee elector files and lists for filing fees and certificates
of filing and for advertising.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration?
Senator RAFFERTY offered the following amendment No.

A5181:

Amend Title, page 1, line 11, by inserting after "providing":
for public buildings to be used where possible, for organi-
zation of State committee,

Amend Title, page 1, line 11, by striking out "AND" and inserting:
, for objections to nomination petitions and papers, for
absentee elector files and lists

Amend Title, page 1, line 12, by removing the period after "filing"
and inserting: and for advertising.
Amend Bill, page 1, lines 19 through 21, by striking out all of said lines
and inserting:

Section 1. Section 527 of the act of June 3, 1937 (P.L.1333,
No.320), known as the Pennsylvania Election Code, amended July 1,
1987 (EL. 178, No.20) and May 12, 2006 (P.L. 178, No.45), is amended
to read:

Section 527. Public Buildings to Be Used Where Possible; Porta-
ble Polling Places.—(a) In selecting polling places, the county board of
elections shall, wherever possible and practicable, select schoolhouses,
municipal buildings or rooms, or other public buildings for that pur-
pose. Any board of public education or school directors, or county or
the municipal authorities shall, upon request of the county board, make
arrangements for the use of school property, or of county or municipal
property for polling places. No board of public education or school
directors may request the county board to exempt any of their school-
houses under this act. In selecting polling places, the county board of

elections shall make every effort to select polling places that provide all
electors with an environment that is free from intimidation and violence.

In the event no available public building as contemplated under this
section is situated within the boundaries of any election district, the
county board of elections may, not less than twenty days prior to any
election, designate as the polling place for such election district any
such public building situated in another election district within the same
or immediately adjacent ward, or, if there are no wards, then within the
same borough or township as the case may be, provided such other
building is located in an election district which is immediately adjacent
to the boundary of the election district for which it is to be the polling
place and is directly accessible therefrom by public street or thorough-
fare. Two or more polling places may be located in the same public
building under this section. A polling place may be selected and desig-
nated hereunder less than twenty days prior to any election, with the
approval of a court of competent jurisdiction.

(b) In the event no available public building as contemplated under
subsection (a) is situated within the boundaries of a borough which
constitutes a single election district, the county board of elections may,
not less than ten days prior to any election, designate as the polling
place for such election district a municipal building owned by that bor-
ough and located in an adjoining second class township: Provided, That
the municipal building which is to serve as the polling place is located
in an election district immediately adjacent to the boundary of such
borough and is directly accessible from the borough by public street or
thoroughfare. Such municipal building may be designated as the polling
place for an election less than ten days prior to that election, with the
approval of a court of competent jurisdiction.

(c) The board, in its discretion, may procure and provide portable
or movable polling places of adequate size and facilities for any or all
election districts.

Section 2. Section 804 of the act, amended December 22, 1971
(P.L.613, No.165), is amended to read:

Section 804. Organization of State Committee; Rules.—Each politi-
cal party shall be directed by a State committee, to be chosen in such a
manner and for such a term of office as party rules may provide. The
members of the State committee shall meet for organization not later
than the sixth Wednesday following their election, at such hour and
place as shall be designated by the State chairman of each political
party. The State committee of each political party may make such rules
for government of the party in the State, not inconsistent with law, as it
may deem expedient; and may also revoke, alter or renew, in any man-
ner not inconsistent with law, any present or future rules of such politi-
cal party. Such rules shall be Hosted and maintained on an Internet
website of the committee. No such rules shall be effective until a certi-
fied copy thereof has been filed in the office of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth and posted on the committee's Internet website .

Section 3. Section 909 of the act, amended February 19, 1986
(P.L.29, No.11), is amended to read:

Amend Bill, page 3, by inserting between lines 1 and 2:
Section 4. Section 977 of the act, amended February 13, 1998

(P.L.72, No.18), is amended to read:
Section 977. Objections to Nomination Petitions and Papers.—

All nomination petitions and papers received and filed within the peri-
ods limited by this act shall be deemed to be valid, unless, within seven
days after the last day for filing said nomination petition or paper, a
petition is presented to the court specifically setting forth the objections
thereto, and praying that the said petition or paper be set aside. A copy
of said petition shall, within said period, be served on the officer or
board with whom said nomination petition or paper was filed.

fb Upon the presentation of such a petition, the court shall make
an order fixing a time for hearing which shall not be later than ten days
after the last day for filing said nomination petition or paper, and speci-
fying the time and manner of notice that shall be given to the candidate
or candidates named in the nomination petition or paper sought to be set
aside. On the day fixed for said hearing, the court shall proceed without
delay to hear said objections, and shall give such hearing precedence
over other business before it and shall finally determine said matter not
later than fifteen (15) days after the last day for filing said nomination
petitions or papers.

If the court shall find that said nomination petition or paper is
defective under the provisions of section 976, or does not contain a
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sufficient number of genuine signatures of electors entitled to sign the
same under the provisions of this act, or was not filed by persons enti-
tled to file the same, it shall be set aside.

If the objections relate to material errors or defects apparent on
the face of the nomination petition or paper, the court, after hearing,
may, in its discretion, permit amendments within such time and upon
such terms as to payment of costs, as the said court may specify.

shall furnish a copy of such list to any candidate or party county chair-
man.

(b.l) The county board shall also maintain a list of all absentee

^f In case any such petition is dismissed, the court shall make such
order as to the payment of the costs of the proceedings, including wit-
ness fees, as it shall deem just. If a person shall sign any nomination
petitions or papers for a greater number of candidates than he is permit-
ted under the provisions of this act, if said signatures bear the same date,
they shall, upon objections filed thereto, not be counted on any petition
or paper and if they bear different dates, they shall be counted in the
order of their priority of date, for only so many persons as there are
candidates to be nominated or elected.

The office of the Prothonotary of the Commonwealth Court and
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth and the various offices
of prothonotary of the court of common pleas shall be open between the
hours of eight-thirty o'clock AM. and five o'clock P.M. on the last day
to withdraw after filing nomination petitions and on the last day to file
objections to nomination petitions.

Section 5. Section 1302.3 of the act, amended December 11, 1968
(P.L.1183, No.375), is amended to read:

Section 1302.3. Absentee Electors Files and Lists.—(a) The county
board of elections shall maintain at its office a file containing the dupli-
cate absentee voter's temporary registration cards of every registered
elector to whom an absentee ballot has been sent. Such duplicate absen-
tee voter's temporary registration cards shall be filed by election dis-
tricts and within each election district in exact alphabetical order and
indexed. The registration cards so filed shall constitute the Registered
Absentee Voters File for the Primary or Election of (date of primary or
election) and shall be kept on file for a period commencing the Tuesday
prior to the day of the primary or election until the day following the
primary or election or the day the county board of elections certifies the
returns of the primary or election, whichever date is later. Such file shall
be open to public inspection at all times subject to reasonable safe-
guards, rules and regulations.

(b) The county board of elections shall post in a conspicuous pub-
lic place at its office a master list arranged in alphabetical order by
election districts setting forth the name and residence, and at primaries,
the party enrollment, of [(1) every military elector to whom an absentee
ballot is being sent, each such name to be prefixed with an "M"; (2)]
every bedridden or hospitalized veteran outside the county of his resi-
dence who is not registered and to whom an absentee ballot is being
sent, each such name to be prefixed with a "V"; and [(3)] every regis-
tered elector who has filed his application for an absentee ballot too late
for the extraction of his original registration card and to whom a ballot
is being sent and every qualified elector who has filed his application
for an absentee ballot and is entitled, under provisions of [the Perma-
nent Registration Law as now or hereinafter enacted by the General
Assembly] law, to absentee registration prior to or concurrently with the
time of voting, each such name to be prefixed with a "C." This list shall
be known as the [Military,] Veterans and Emergency Civilians Absentee
Voters File for the Primary or Election of (date of primary or election)
and shall be posted for a period commencing the Tuesday prior to the
day of the primary or election until [the day following the primary or
election or] the day on which the county board of elections certifies the
returns of the primary or election, whichever date is later. Such file shall
be open to public inspection at all times subject to reasonable safe-
guards, rules and regulations. [This] Except as provided in subsection
b.l this posted list shall not contain any military address or references

to any military organization. Upon written request, the county board

(c) Not less than five days preceding the election, the chief clerk
shall prepare a list for each election district showing the names and post
office addresses of all voting residents thereof to whom official absentee
ballots shall have been issued. Each such list shall be prepared in dupli-
cate, shall be headed "Persons in (give identity of election district) to
whom absentee ballots have been issued for the election of (date of
election)," and shall be signed by him not less than four days preceding
the election. [He] Except as provided in subsection (b.1), he shall post
the original of each such list in a conspicuous place in the office of the
county election board and see that it is kept so posted until the close of
the polls on election day subject to reasonable safeguards, rules and
regulations. He shall cause the duplicate of each such list to be delivered
to the judge of election in the election district in the same manner and
at the same time as are provided in this act for the delivery of other
election supplies, and it shall be the duty of such judge of election to
post such duplicate list in a conspicuous place within the polling place
of his district and see that it is kept so posted throughout the time that
the polls are open. Upon written request, he shall furnish a copy of such
list to any candidate or party county chairman.

Amend Sec. 2, page 3, line 2, by striking out "2" and inserting: 6
Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 1632), page 4, line 6, by striking out "any

person who" and inserting: such person if the person
Amend Bill, page 4, by inserting between lines 24 and 25:
Section 7. Section 1638(a) of the act, added October 4, 1978

(P.L.893, No.171), is amended to read:
Section 1638. Advertising.
(a) Whenever any person makes an expenditure for the purpose of

financing communications expressly advocating the election or defeat
of a candidate, or ballot questions, through any broadcasting station,
newspaper, magazine, outdoor advertising facility, direct mailing, e-
mail, Internet advertising, automatic dialing-announcing device, tele-
phone call which includes an automated message, facsimile or any other
type of general public political advertising, such communication:

(1) If authorized by the candidate, his authorized political commit-
tee or their agents, shall clearly and conspicuously state that the commu-
nication has been authorized.

(2) If not authorized by a candidate, his authorized political com-
mittee, or their agents, shall clearly and conspicuously state the name of
the person who made or financed the expenditure for the communica-
tion, including, in the case of a political committee the name of any
affiliated or connected organization.

Amend Sec. 3, page 4, line 25, by striking out all of said line and
inserting:

Section 8. This act shall take effect immediately.

On the question,
Will the Senate agree to the amendment?
It was agreed to.

Upon motion of Senator ORIE, and agreed to by voice vote,
the bill, as amended, was laid on the table.

SB 317 TAKEN FROM THE TABLE

Senator ORIE. Madam President, I move that Senate Bill No.
317, Printer's No. 1653, be taken from the table and placed on
the Calendar.
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The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The PRESIDENT. The bill will be placed on the Calendar.

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION
AND FINAL PASSAGE

SB 711 (Pr. No. 1608) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act providing for the protection of consumers from having
spyware deceptively installed on their computers and for criminal and
civil enforcement.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,

On the question,
Shall the bill pass fmally?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Cumberland, Senator Vance.

Senator VANCE. Madam President, I ask the sponsor to stand
for interrogation.

The PRESIDENT. Will the gentleman stand for interrogation?
He indicates he will.

The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from Cumberland,
Senator Vance.

Senator VANCE. Madam President, I would just like to clar-
ify that this bill would neither restrict nor expand the powers of
software vendors.

Senator GORDNER. Madam President, that is correct. It will
do neither of those things.

Senator VANCE. Madam President, thank you very much.
That concludes my interrogation.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Columbia, Senator Gordner.

Senator GORDNER. Madam President, I have remarks I
would like to submit for the record.

The PRESIDENT. The remarks will be spread upon the re-
cord.

(The following prepared remarks were made a part of the
record at the request of the gentleman from Columbia, Senator
GORDNER:)

Senate Bill 711 is important consumer protection legislation that
addresses the growing problem of Spyware. Spyware is a computer
program that gathers information without the user's permission or
knowledge - information that can be used to obtain personal and finan-
cial information, passwords, personal identification numbers, and other
data that can be used to commit fraud.

As more and more persons choose to make purchases and handle
their finances online, we must take strong steps to protect the privacy of
personal information. Senate Bill 711 will give Pennsylvania one of the
strongest anti-Spyware laws in the nation.

In addition to being used by identity thieves and those seeking to
commit online theft, Spyware may also affect a computer's basic opera-
tions. It can be used to modify a user's bookmarks and home page, ma-
nipulate search engines, remove or disable anti-virus programs, or trig-
ger harmful downloads.

Spyware is a growing problem in today's economy. Dell Computer
estimates that one of every five customer support calls are related to
Spyware.

Senate Bill 711 has the support of computer manufacturers, hard-
ware and software vendors, and telecommunications companies. I want
to thank the industry representatives who worked with me to bring this
bill to passage today.

Senate Bill 711 is supported by our Attorney General, who will
have both criminal and civil jurisdiction to combat purveyors of
Spyware, and I want to thank him for his efforts in working with us to
improve this legislation.

The Senate had already taken action on behalf of online consumers
by passing legislation to protect Social Security numbers, require dis-
closure of computer security breaches, and protect credit reports. I thank
my colleagues for their support of Senate Bill 711, another important
tool in this arsenal to combat online fraud.

And the question recurring,
Shall the bill pass fmally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Armstrong Fontana O'Pake Tomlinson
Baker Fumo One Vance
Boscola Gordner Piccola Washington
Browne Greenleaf Pileggi Waugh
Brubaker Hughes Punt White, Donald
Corman Kasunic Rafferty White, Mary Jo
Costa Kitchen Regola Williams, Anthony H.
Dinniman LaValle Rhoades Williams, Constance
Earll Logan Robbins Wonderling
Eichelberger Madigan Scarnati Wozniak
Erickson Mellhinney Stack
Ferlo Mellow Stout
Folmer Musto Tartaglione

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

SB 838 (Pr. No. 1582) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act amending the act of May 26, 1947 (P.L.318, No.140),
known as the CPA Law, further providing for definitions, for State
Board of Accountancy, for general powers of the board, for examination
and issuance of certificate, for education requirements, for experience
requirements; providing for requirements for issuance of certificate;
further providing for certificates issued by domestic reciprocity and for
certificates issued by foreign reciprocity; providing for practice in this
Commonwealth by individuals under substantial equivalency, for prac-
tice outside this Commonwealth under substantial equivalency; further
providing for licenses to practice, for licensing of firms, for peer review,
for grounds for discipline, for reinstatement, for unlawful acts and for
acts not unlawful.

Considered the third time and agreed to,
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as

required by the Constitution,
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On the question,
Shall the bill pass finally?

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of
the Constitution and were as follows, viz:

YEA-49

Armstrong Fontana O'Pake Tomlinson
Baker Fumo One Vance
Boscola Gordner Piccola Washington
Browne Greenleaf Pileggi Waugh
Brubaker Hughes Punt White, Donald
Corman Kasunic Rafferty White, Mary Jo

Costa Kitchen Regola Williams, Anthony H.
Dinniman LaValle Rhoades Williams, Constance
Earll Logan Robbins Wonderling
Eichelberger Madigan Scarnati Wozniak
Erickson McIlhinney Stack
Ferlo Mellow Stout
Folmer Musto Tartaglione

NAY-0

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative.

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to
the House of Representatives for concurrence.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SECRETARY

The SECRETARY. Consent has been given for the Commit-
tee on Appropriations to meet imminently in the Rules room to
consider House Bill No. 1621 and House Bill No. 1627.

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Allegheny, Senator Orie.

Senator ORIE. Madam President, I request a brief recess of
the Senate for the purpose of a meeting of the Committee on
Appropriations, to be followed by a Republican caucus.

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Fumo.

Senator FUMO. Madam President, just for the sake of plan-
ning, may we ask the other side about what time they think we
will return to the floor?

Senator ORIE. Madam President, approximately 45 minutes
to 1 hour.

Senator FUMO. Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. For the purpose of a meeting of the Com-

mittee on Appropriations, followed by a Republican caucus,
without objection, the Senate stands in recess.

AFTER RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the
Senate will come to order.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
BILLS REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE

Senator ARMSTRONG, from the Committee on Appropria-
tions, reported the following bills:

HB 1621 (Pr. No. 2980) (Rereported)

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
concurrence of the Department of Environmental Protection, to lease to
VTE Philadelphia, LP, or its nominee, land within the bed of the Dela-
ware River in the City of Philadelphia; and affirming the authority of
the General Assembly to enact certain conveyances.

HB 1627 (Pr. No. 2981) (Rereported)

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
concurrence of the Department of Environmental Protection, to lease to
NCCB Associates, LP, or its nominee, land within the bed of the Dela-
ware River in the City of Philadelphia; and affirming the authority of
the General Assembly to enact certain conveyances.

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No. 1

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION

HB 1621 (Pr. No. 2980) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
concurrence of the Department of Environmental Protection, to lease to
VTE Philadelphia, LP, or its nominee, land within the bed of the Dela-
ware River in the City of Philadelphia; and affirming the authority of
the General Assembly to enact certain conveyances.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

11131627 (Pr. No. 2981) -- The Senate proceeded to consider-
ation of the bill, entitled:

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the
concurrence of the Department of Environmental Protection, to lease to
NCCB Associates, LP, or its nominee, land within the bed of the Dela-
ware River in the City of Philadelphia; and affirming the authority of
the General Assembly to enact certain conveyances.

Considered the second time and agreed to,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider-

ation.

SENATE RESOLUTION ADOPTED

Senators WASHINGTON, PILEGGI, C. WILLIAMS,
BOSCOLA, LAVALLE, TARTAGLIONE, BAKER, COSTA,
ORIE, FERLO, BROWNE, STACK, EARLL, PIPPY,
KITCHEN, WONDERLING, STOUT, FONTANA, GREEN-
LEAF, FUMO and A. WILLIAMS, by unanimous consent, of-
fered Senate Resolution No. 219, entitled:

A Resolution congratulating the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority on
the organization's 100th anniversary.

On the question,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Philadelphia, Senator Fumo.
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Senator FUMO. Madam President, I offer the following re-
marks on behalf of Senator Washington.

The PRESIDENT. The remarks will be spread upon the re-
cord.

(The following remarks were made apart of the record at the
request of the gentlewoman from Philadelphia, Senator WASH-
INGTON.)

Good afternoon. It is my distinct pleasure to offer this resolution
today acknowledging Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, the first black
Greek-lettered sorority established and incorporated by African Ameri-
can college women in the United States. Alpha Kappa Alpha was
founded on January 15, 1908, on the campus of Howard University in
Washington, D.C., by nine college students. And on January 15, 2008,
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority will celebrate its centennial anniversary.

To be a sister of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, of which I am a
proud member, is an honor and a privilege that I do not take lightly. Our
sisterhood means we serve all mankind and womankind through a net-
work of more than 200,000 women in over 950 chapters around the
world.

Our purpose is to cultivate and encourage high scholastic and ethi-
cal standards, to promote unity and friendship among college women,
and to study and help alleviate problems concerning girls and women
in order to improve their social stature. Finally, Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority is committed to maintaining a progressive interest in college
life, as well as to be of service to all. Thank you.

And the question recurring,
Will the Senate adopt the resolution?
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined

in the affirmative.

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dr. E. M.
Solman by Senator Armstrong.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Cecil B.
Hengeveld by Senator Baker and others.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Gregory Jo-
seph Turnowchyk, Mount Joy Veterans of Foreign Wars Post
5752 and to Red Rose Memorial Post 2435, Veterans of Foreign
Wars, of Columbia, by Senator Brubaker.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Johnnie Miller by Senator Corman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Care Cen-
ter for Christ of West Chester by Senator Dinniman.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Katherine
Smith by Senators Fontana and LaValle.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Donna
Simmons by Senator Fumo.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Honorable
Warren P. Greenberg, Kelsey Britton, Julia Walsh and to Daniel
L. Plunkett by Senator Greenleaf.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Pangonis, Mr. and Mrs. Elwood Braund, Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Greenough, Sr., and to Mr. and Mrs. Raymond E. Scriv-
ener by Senator Madigan.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Kevin M.
Martin, Jr., and to Sandra L. Painter by Senator O'Pake.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Peters
Township High School Boys' Soccer Team by Senator Pippy.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
James Brier by Senator Regola.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Tanya Monet
by Senator Vance.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs.
Harold McLaughlin by Senator M.J. White.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Honorable
Anthony J. Volpi, Devynn Mahoney, Ana Fernandez-Parmet,
Richard J. Sudall, Andrew R. Harmon, Upper Merion Township
Police Department, Epiphany of Our Lord Church of Plymouth
Meeting and to the First Baptist Church of Norristown by Sena-
tor C. Williams.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dr. Dominick
J. Raso, Dr. Moosa Najmi and to William Alexander Mayer by
Senator Wonderling.

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Emmaus
High School Varsity Field Hockey Team by Senators
Wonderling and Browne.

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTIONS

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu-
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote:

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Frank P. Manusky, to the family of the late John T. Harding
and to the family of the late Bertha E. Ehret by Senator Baker.

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the
late Charles Francis Clement, Jr., and to the family of the late
Francis J. Fanning, Jr., by Senator C. Williams.

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION

Senator FONTANA. Madam President, I move that the Senate
do now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from com-
mittees for the first time at today's Session.

The motion was agreed to.
The bills were as follows:

SB 485, SB 684, SB 1026, SB 1049, HB 1662 and HB 1830.

And said bills having been considered for the first time,
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider-

ation.

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Allegheny, Senator Fontana.

Senator FONTANA. Madam President, I rise to recognize and
show appreciation for a fallen hero from my district. Staff Ser-
geant Patrick F. Kutschbach, a member of Company B, 1st Bat-
talion, 10th Special Forces Division of the United States Army,
made the greatest of all sacrifice when he gave his life in the line
of duty in Afghanistan on November 10, 2007, at the young age
of 25 years. Patrick was a 2000 graduate of Montour High
School in Kennedy Township, a suburb of Pittsburgh. In 2003 he
enlisted in the United States Army as a special forces candidate
and earned the Green Beret the next year.
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Although I did not know Patrick personally, he did communi-
cate with me from Afghanistan. He wrote to me concerning his
opposition to the change and the inaccessibility of the NFL chan-
nel. He expressed to me at that time that it helped him feel closer
to home when he was able to watch his hometown team, the Pitts-
burgh Steelers.

Madam President, I ask the Senate to note with great sadness
the passing of Staff Sergeant Patrick F. Kutschbach, a true hero
whose love of life, indomitable courage, enduring spirit, and
exemplary record of service enriched the lives all of those who
had the good fortune to know him, and to extend our heartfelt
condolences to his wife, Ginger, his son, Bastian, his parents, his
grandparents, his brothers, and his relatives and friends. Patrick
will be missed.

Thank you, Madam President.
The PRESIDENT. Will the Senate and staff please rise for a

moment of silence for Staff Sergeant Patrick Kutschbach.
( Whereupon, the Senate en bloc stood in a moment of silence

in solemn respect to the memory of Staff Sergeant PATRICK F.
KUTSCHBACH•)

HOUSE MESSAGE

HOUSE CONCURS IN SENATE AMENDMENTS
TO HOUSE BILL

The Clerk of the House of Representatives informed the Sen-
ate that the House has concurred in amendments made by the
Senate to HB 296.

BILL SIGNED

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker
Knoll) in the presence of the Senate signed the following bill:

HB 296.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of
the Senate:

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA

COMMITTEE MEETINGS

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2007

10:00 A.M. GAME AND FISHERIES (to consider Room 8E-A
House Bill No. 1116) East Wing

10:30 A.M. COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE Room 8E-A
FOR SENATE BILL No. 246 East Wing
(organizational meeting)

Off the Floor RULES AND EXECUTIVE Rules Cmte.
NOMINATIONS (to consider Senate Conf. Rm.
Bill No. 648; and certain executive
nominations)

RECESS

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman
from Allegheny, Senator Orie.

Senator ORIE. Madam President, I move that the Senate do
now recess until Wednesday, December 12, 2007, at 11 a.m.,
Eastern Standard Time.

The motion was agreed to by voice vote.
The Senate recessed at 5:31 p.m., Eastern Standard Time.


