
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2007 

SESSION OF 2007 191 ST OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 22 

SENATE 
TUESDAY, March 27, 2007 

The Senate met at 1 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time. 

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker 
Knoll) in the Chair. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Monsignor EDWARD DELIMAN, of St. 
Agnes Catholic Church, West Chester, offered the following 
prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty One, we call You by many names, but by whatever 

name we address You, we acknowledge You as the ultimate au
thority and the fountain from which all authority flows. Before 
You, we and all institutions, our nation, and our government, are 
modest creatures bound by the limits of finiteness, possessing 
fragile power. 

All men and women of sincere heart render thanks and praise 
to You for the blessings that we enjoy. We are still a people who 
struggle to seek the best in one another. A nation and a State as 
diverse as ours is a rich treasure with untapped gifts which, when 
called forth, can build a better tomorrow. We are a people of 
vision, even though that vision may sometimes be short-sighted. 
We remember the dreams of our Founders, of our native people 
from the many countries who have in the past and still in the 
present cherish a home on these shores of freedom and plenty. 

We pray the divine presence purify our love of country, that 
it be true, that it may face the evil in us without being diminished, 
caring for all that is good in our heritage and striving for all that 
is possible in our fixture. Heal the wounds of injustice that past 
and present has afflicted. Lay low the barriers that injustice has 
built. Move us to share our resources with the less fortunate 
among us. 

Lord of all gifts, blessings we cannot remember, blessings we 
sometimes hardly sense, You have made us a nation, You have 
given us a place. We can only wonder if all that we have would 
be taken from us. So, bless these women and men whom we have 
sent to represent us. Give them the courage and moral fiber 
needed to lead, to guide, and to protect. They come from all over 
the great State of Pennsylvania. Here may they be one in then-
pursuit of good government. 

Finally, in these uncertain days of national struggle, we make 
the words of the beggar from Assisi our own: Lord, make me an 
instrument of Your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; where there is despair, faith; where 
there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. Amen. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Monsignor Deliman, 
who is the guest today of Senator Dinniman. 

PLEDGE O F ALLEGIANCE 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.) 

BILLS REPORTED F R O M COMMITTEE 

Senator GREENLEAF, from the Committee on Judiciary, 
reported the following bills: 

SB 121 (Pr. No. 166) 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva
nia Consolidated Statutes, further providing for burglary. 

SB 183 (Pr. No. 752) (Amended) 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva
nia Consolidated Statutes, further providing for impersonating a public 
servant. 

SB 432 (Pr. No. 753) (Amended) 

An Act amending the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), 
known as The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act, 
providing for the offenses of operating a methamphetamine laboratory 
and illegal dumping of methamphetamine waste. 

SB 433 (Pr. No. 481) 

An Act amending the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), 
known as The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act, 
providing for environmental costs. 

SB 434 (Pr. No. 482) 

An Act amending the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), 
known as The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act, 
further providing for prohibited acts and penalties; and providing for 
methamphetamine production. 

SB 436 (Pr. No. 484) 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva
nia Consolidated Statutes, providing for the offense of operation of 
methamphetamine laboratory. 
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SB 623 (Pr. No. 677) 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva
nia Consolidated Statutes, defining "corrections officer"; and further 
providing for use of force in law enforcement. 

SB 625 (Pr. No. 679) 

An Act amending the act of April 27, 1927 (P.L.414, No.270), 
entitled as amended, "An act providing for a system of recording the 
identification of persons convicted of crime, and of fugitives from jus
tice, and habitual criminals; conferring powers and imposing duties 
upon the Pennsylvania State Police, district attorneys, police officers, 
wardens or keepers of jails, prisons, workhouses, or other penal institu
tions, and sheriffs; providing for the payment of certain expenses by the 
counties; and imposing penalties," providing for a short title; defining 
"correctional institution"; and further providing for criminal records, for 
reporting, for fingerprinting, for unified criminal identification, for 
district attorneys and for violations. 

RESOLUTIONS REPORTED 
F R O M COMMITTEES 

Senator GREENLEAF, from the Committee on Judiciary, 
reported the following resolution: 

SR42(Pr.No. 150) 

A Resolution establishing a task force to study the current system 
for providing services to indigent criminal defendants, to review how 
other states provide these services and to make recommendations to the 
Senate. 

Senator REGOLA, from the Committee on Local Govern
ment, reported the following resolution: 

SR21(Pr.No.49) 

A Resolution designating the week of April 15 through 21, 2007, 
as "Local Government Week" in Pennsylvania. 

Senator PIPPY, from the Committee on Urban Affairs and 
Housing, reported the following resolution: 

SR 45 (Pr. No. 153) 

A Resolution urging the Congress of the United States to provide 
equitable funding to the United States Department of Housing and Ur
ban Development for the operation of quality affordable housing. 

The PRESIDENT. The resolutions will be placed on the Cal
endar. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Delaware, Senator Pileggi. 

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I request temporary 
Capitol leaves for Senator Tomlinson and Senator Vance. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests temporary Capitol 
leaves for Senator Tomlinson and Senator Vance. Without objec
tion, the leaves will be granted. 

LEAVE O F ABSENCE 

Senator PILEGGI asked and obtained a leave of absence for 
Senator CORMAN for today's Session, for personal reasons. 

SENATE RESOLUTION ADOPTED 

Senators BOSCOLA, ARMSTRONG, COSTA, EARLL, 
ERICKSON, FERLO, FOLMER, FONTANA, FUMO, GREEN
LEAF, LAVALLE, LOGAN, McILHINNEY, MELLOW, 
O'PAKE, ORIE, PILEGGI, PUNT, RAFFERTY, ROBBINS, 
STACK, TARTAGLIONE, TOMLINSON, D. WHITE, C. WIL
LIAMS, WONDERLING, KASUNIC and BROWNE, by unani
mous consent, offered Senate Resolution No. 72, entitled: 

A Resolution designating the month of April 2007 as "Parkinson's 
Disease Awareness Month" in Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator BOSCOLA and 
were as follows, viz: 

YEA-49 

Armstrong 
Baker 
Boscola 
Browne 
Brubaker 
Costa 
Dinniman 
Earll 
Eichelberger 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Folmer 
Fontana 

Fumo 
Gordner 
Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
LaValle 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mcllhinney 
Mellow 
Musto 
O'Pake 

Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

SPECIAL ORDER O F BUSINESS 
GUESTS O F SENATOR ROBERT WONDERLING 

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Montgomery, Senator Wonderling. 

Senator WONDERLING. Madam President, last fall, on the 
first Saturday in October of 2006, we had our annual Wonderling 
event which, in part, benefits Meals on Wheels in Montgomery 
County. During that event the Thiriot family from Lower Salford 
Township, Montgomery County, bid on a basket, four Meals on 
Wheels that, in part, included a day of sightseeing here in our 
grand Capitol. 

So, Madam President, at this time I am honored and delighted 
to introduce the Thiriot family, husband, David, and wife, Amy, 
and their lovely children Clarissa, William, Alden, and Carina. 
Madam President, I ask that we offer them our traditional hearty 
Senate welcome. 
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Thank you. 
The PRESIDENT. Would the Thiriot family, David and Amy, 

Clarissa, William, Alden, and Carina, please rise so we can wel
come you. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS O F SENATOR R O G E R A. MADIGAN, 
SENATOR CHARLES McILHINNEY, AND 

SENATOR WAYNE D. FONTANA 
PRESENTED T O THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Bradford, Senator Madigan. 

Senator MADIGAN. Madam President, on behalf of Senator 
Mcllhinney and Senator Fontana, it is an honor today to intro
duce a group of concerned sportsmen from across the Common
wealth. They are from each of our districts, and a number of them 
are from Lycoming County in my district. I would like to intro
duce the Concerned Sportsmen of Pennsylvania who have an 
objective. They are a diverse group of sportsmen working to
gether to manage our natural resources for the protection and 
conservation of our hunting and fishing heritage. 

The president is Bill Martens, vice president is Dr. George 
Durrwachter, secretary is Phil Depasqua, treasurer is Todd 
Dewald, board of directors include Irvin Gleason, Louis Grant, 
Ray Wheeland, and John Clemens. 

The Lieutenant Governor had the honor of hosting them, and 
I cannot understand because they are all young gentlemen, but 
she does not miss an opportunity to host a party at her residence. 
We are honored to have them here today in the gallery, and I ask 
that the Senate give them a warm welcome. 

The PRESIDENT. Could we all give a warm welcome to the 
Concerned Sportsmen of Pennsylvania. 

(Applause.) 

GUEST OF SENATOR MICHAEL W. BRUBAKER 
PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lancaster, Senator Brubaker. 

Senator BRUBAKER. Madam President, I rise today to intro
duce a special guest in the balcony. She is a lifelong mentor of 
mine, my mother, Mary Alice Brubaker. 

The PRESIDENT. Mary Alice, will you please rise so we can 
give you a warm welcome. 

(Applause.) 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Delaware, Senator Pileggi. 

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I request a recess for the 
purpose of a meeting of the Republican Caucus. I expect that we 
will be about an 1 hour and 15 minutes, until about 2:15. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Costa. 

Senator COSTA. Madam President, the Senate Democrats 
will caucus in their caucus room to the rear of the Chamber. 

The PRESIDENT. For purposes of Republican and Demo
cratic caucuses, without objection, the Senate stands in recess. 

AFTER RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the 
Senate will come to order. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Tomlinson has returned, and his 
temporary Capitol leave is cancelled. 

CALENDAR 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 

BILL RE-REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE 
AS AMENDED, OVER IN ORDER 

SB 355 ~ Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE CANCELLED 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Vance has returned, and her tem
porary Capitol leave is cancelled. 

CONSIDERATION OF CALENDAR RESUMED 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR RESUMED 

BILL OVER IN ORDER TEMPORARILY 

SB 151 ~ Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order temporarily at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 256 (Pr. No. 294) ~ The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) of the 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for right to bail. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-49 

Armstrong 
Baker 
Boscola 
Browne 
Brubaker 
Costa 
Dinniman 
Earll 
Eichelberger 
Erickson 

Fumo 
Gordner 
Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
LaValle 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mcllhinney 

Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 
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Ferlo 
Folmer 
Fontana 

Mellow 
Musto 
O'Pake 

Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

SB 151 (Pr. No. 748) ~ The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva
nia Consolidated Statutes, further providing for weapons or implements 
for escape and for contraband; and making a conforming amendment. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Montgomery, Senator Greenleaf. 

Senator GREENLEAF. Madam President, I rise in regard to 
Senate Bill No. 151. This is a bill that would prevent the smug
gling of contraband into our prisons. It is a growing problem and 
a problem that jeopardizes the safety of both the people who are 
in and who work at our penitentiaries. Also, it opens the door, 
literally, to a possibility of escape. 

In fact, this legislation is a result of prisoners who escaped 
several years ago, and was drafted with the aid of the Department 
of Corrections. What it does is increases the penalties for those 
people who bring contraband into the prison such as weapons, 
instruments of escape, telecommunications devices, dangerous 
materials, and money, and that when and if they do that, they will 
be subject to more severe punishment than is now provided. So, 
we are hopeful that this will discourage this type activity and 
keep our prisons safer. I encourage an affirmative vote. 

Thank you. 

And the question recurring, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-49 

Armstrong 
Baker 
Boscola 
Browne 
Brubaker 
Costa 
Dinniman 
Earll 
Eichelberger 

Fumo 
Gordner 
Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
LaValle 
Logan 
Madigan 

Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 

Wozniak Erickson Mcllhinney Scamati 
Ferlo Mellow Stack 
Folmer Musto Stout 
Fontana O'Pake Tartaglione 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

SB 397 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 637 (Pr. No. 545) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 35 (Health and Safety) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, providing that the Director of the Pennsylvania 
Emergency Management Agency be appointed subject to confirmation 
by the Senate. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Luzerne, Senator Baker. 

Senator BAKER. Madam President, I introduced and am 
encouraging the Senate to support Senate Bill No. 637. This 
legislation would require that the director of Pennsylvania's 
Emergency Management Agency be confirmed by a majority 
vote of the Members of the Senate upon nomination by the Gov
ernor. Under the provisions of this bill, the Governor shall nomi
nate a person for the position within 30 days of the effective date 
of the bill, and the provisions shall take effect immediately. 

As we all know, James Lee Witt was appointed by President 
Clinton and confirmed by the U.S. Senate in 1993. The first di
rector of the agency to have emergency management experience, 
Witt overturned FEMA's previously poor reputation. He stopped 
the staffing of the agency by political patronage, and he removed 
the layers of bureaucracy. Most importantly, according to the 
Atlanta Constitution dated February 1996, he instilled in the 
agency a spirit of preparedness, of service to the customer, of 
willingness to listen to the local and State officials to make the 
system work better. 

Pennsylvania has an established protocol for emergency re
sponse that are to be led by the Pennsylvania Emergency Man
agement Agency. These protocols are our guide to emergency 
response and to coordinate interagency and intra-agency commu
nications, to prove effective emergency plans need to be imple
mented as intended, efficiently, and without hesitation or in delay 
to emergent events. Especially in the post 9/11 and Katrina 
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world, the well-being of our children and families, we must act 
expeditiously and with urgency. A natural event or disaster may 
not be unusual or unprecedented; however, our emergency re
sponse should never be either. 

The PEMA director, as we all know, is responsible for two 
major things - oversight of the State and local government's re
sponse to all natural and manmade disasters, and number two, 
distribution of the oversight of Federal disaster relief and emer
gency response funds. The PEMA director is also responsible for 
managing a total budget in excess of $450 million, with a staff of 
166 employees. This aligns itself with that of the Department of 
Aging, which has 106 employees and a budget of $834 million, 
and along with the Department of Banking, which has 154 em
ployees with a budget of $18.7 million. Both of these secretariats 
currently require legislative confirmation. 

As we all know, the Senate extends confirmation to hundreds 
of members of various State licensure boards, from the boards of 
assistance to the barber examiners, to name a few, more than 250 
that are listed in this document. While the duties that are en
trusted to each of those board members are important, many of 
those roles are part-time in nature. The full-time responsibility 
and authority granted to PEMA and its director ensure that the 
public safety and coordination of State and local emergency pre
paredness response is significant and that it should be, at a mini
mum, subject to the same level of legislative oversight and con
sideration. 

Given the scope of PEMA and the direct impact upon the 
public safety of our citizens and our communities, the legislative 
scrutiny and review of this position will keep us apprised of the 
agency's policies and practices. The issue is the scope of review 
and the direct impact on public safety. 

According to die National Emergency Management Associa
tion, the trend is moving toward increased scrutiny in appointing 
emergency management positions. In addition, there is a move to 
increase legislative oversight. In fact, I point out, on March 17 of 
this month, Maine enacted a law requiring legislative approval of 
the emergency management director after the appointment by the 
Governor. Requiring legislative confirmation of the Governor's 
PEMA appointment ensures that PEMA does not become a polit
ical football and that the most qualified individuals are placed in 
this very important public safety position on behalf of all Penn
sylvanians. 

Further, this step parallels a practice implemented in 1993 at 
the federal level for FEMA requiring Presidential appointment 
and Senate confirmation as well as a similar tack now being im
plemented at many State levels. 

As Peter McDaniel of Stratford, Connecticut, and his pregnant 
wife of 35 weeks, stated after being stranded on Saturday, Febru
ary 17,2007, 3 days after the Valentine's Day storm on 1-80 and 
1-380, quote, "Please don't let this issue go away. I know you 
have many important issues to address, but this needs to be at the 
top of your list. My wife and I were okay. We are smart, young 
and prepared. Some others really could have been hurt...." 

Today I stand before you and urge the passage of Senate Bill 
No. 637. Thank you. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow. 

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, first, I would like to 
congratulate Senator Baker on this particular proposal. She 
worked very hard to bring it to the floor of the Senate, and to 
bring to the attention of the Members of the General Assembly, 
and especially the Members of the Senate, some of the problems 
that took place on Valentine's Day of this year with regard to a 
rather significant snowstorm. 

Madam President, I had the opportunity of going through at 
least the executive portion of the Witt report, which was released 
today with regard to what took place on the day of the snow
storm. It stated how the State, the Pennsylvania Emergency Man
agement Agency, the Pennsylvania State Police, minus Troop S 
that was taken away from the interstate system years ago, and 
how, Madam President, the Pennsylvania Department of Trans
portation did or did not respond to the snowstorm. I do not think 
anyone in this Chamber would say that the Pennsylvania Emer
gency Management Agency did a stellar job in handling the prob
lem on that particular day. We had a terrible storm, and they did 
a very poor job in handling the problem, as did the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation and the Pennsylvania State Police. 
It was a job that was not well done by all three, and unfortu
nately, Madam President, all three should share in the responsi
bility for what took place in the Commonwealth. 

Madam President, it is quite ironic that I was the individual a 
number of years ago who introduced legislation in this Chamber, 
which subsequently was passed by the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives, that changed what then was known as the Penn
sylvania Civil Defense to the Pennsylvania Emergency Manage
ment Agency. It was done, Madam President, for the specific 
reason of bringing it to a higher level of interest. Knowing full 
well that under the direction of the Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor, that if we have a problem in Pennsylvania where there 
is an emergency, then that individual who is appointed as head of 
the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency should report 
directly to the Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
regardless of who he or she may be, without any type of political 
attachment. 

Madam President, Senator Baker talked about a number of 
things. I am not going to rebut everything that she talked about 
because she made some great points. However, she talked about 
a couple of departments and how PEMA is larger than the De
partment of Banking and the Department of Aging, and I think 
she may have mentioned at least another department. I have to 
tell the Members of the General Assembly that the Pennsylvania 
Emergency Management Agency is not a department, therefore 
the individuals who are serving in those positions have to be 
confirmed because they are a department of State government. 
The Pennsylvania Emergency Management is not a department. 
If it should be elevated to that point, if the gentlewoman would 
like to expand government and make it larger and make PEMA 
a department of Pennsylvania, then that is what we should be 
dealing with today, and then consider the confirmation of the 
individual selected as the head of the department of the Pennsyl
vania Emergency Management Agency. 

It is ironic, Madam President, that tomorrow, March 28, 
marks 28 years since the terrible accident we had at Three Mile 
Island, the terrible nuclear disaster in Pennsylvania. There are 
some of us who are still here who remember that particular day. 
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If I am not mistaken, the President was serving as the State Trea
surer of Pennsylvania, and Senator O'Pake was serving with me 
in the Senate, as were several other individuals when Three Mile 
Island took place. It was the action of various agencies such as 
PEMA that were responsible for what took place and how we 
were able to get through that terrible, terrible episode that we 
know now as Three Mile Island. 

It is also important for us to note that in dealing with this par
ticular piece of legislation, that we have had 111 declared disas
ter emergencies in Pennsylvania since 1978. Each and every one 
was handled by PEMA, and each and every one was handled by 
whomever the executive director was at that time. That executive 
director was not responsible directly to the Members of the Gen
eral Assembly. The executive director was responsible directly 
to the Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, who was 
in charge of declaring a disaster emergency in Pennsylvania. 
Each one of those 111 declared disasters, prior to what took 
place on Valentine's Day of this year, was handled in an appro
priate fashion. 

Now, Madam President, if the problem is with Mr. James 
Joseph, then we should discuss the problem with Mr. James Jo
seph, who is head of PEMA. Let me suggest to you that we are 
now dealing with a Senate confirmation, names submitted by a 
governor, whether it be Governor Rendell or any other governor, 
and the name of the individual who was submitted to be the exec
utive director. This is not a department. If the name submitted to 
be executive director was James Joseph and you read his back
ground, of which I will share some of it with you, you over
whelmingly would have confirmed him as a member of PEMA. 
Then probably after what took place on Valentine's Day of this 
year, you would have bitterly complained about the type of job 
that was done. This gentleman, Madam President, and I am not 
defending him because I think it was indefensible what took 
place on those interstates on that particular day, but this gentle
man has an extensive military background to include being 
named the chief of the National Guard, Bureau of Counter Drug 
Office in October of 2001. The Counter Drug Office, Madam 
President, oversees a national program serving all United States 
territories and the District of Columbia, and supports the Federal, 
State, and local government enforcement. 

The gentleman, Madam President, was an officer in the Penn
sylvania Army National Guard at Indiantown Gap. He was the 
retired chief of police of the Hazleton Police Department. If you 
would have looked at his background when his name was submit
ted, you would not have thought what took place on February 14 
might in fact have taken place, and there probably would have 
been an overwhelming confirmation of his name. 

Madam President, it is not what would take place with confir
mation. To say that the problem that took place on February 14 
would have been resolved if we could change the way that the 
director is being selected and nominate the person and then con
firm the individual from the Pennsylvania Senate, thinking that 
is the way the problems would go away is unfortunate, because 
that is not what would happen. Contrary to some of the state
ments that are being made- Madam President, could we have 
some order, please? This is a very, very important issue where 
people in this great State of ours had significant problems just a 
month ago. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senate will come to order. 
The Chair recognizes Senator Mellow. 
Senator MELLOW. Madam President, if you want to make a 

political mockery out of the system with regard to PEMA, then 
the best thing to do would be to guarantee that the person has to 
be confirmed. Just today we talked about the political process. 
Just today. If we had to worry today about trying to make the 
confirmation of the executive director of PEMA, which is an 
executive director, not head of a department, such as the execu
tive director of the Governor's Advisory Commission on Afri
can-American Affairs, the Council on Arts, the Governor's Advi
sory Commission on Asian-American Affairs, the Civil Service 
Commission, the Commission on Crime and Delinquency, the 
State Ethics Commission, the Fish and Boat Commission, the 
Game Commission, the Gaming Board, the Health Care Cost 
Containment Council, PHEAA, Pennsylvania Higher Education 
Facilities Authority, the Historical Museum Commission, and on 
and on and on, these are all executive directors. If we are going 
to start confirming executive directors, then we should start con
firming all of them, and then we will develop a political system 
that we tried to get away from years ago when we had a number 
of people go through the confirmation process, and it was very, 
very difficult. 

Today we tried to confirm two judges, one to the Pennsylva
nia Supreme Court and one to the Pennsylvania Superior Court, 
and the State Treasurer. Those votes require two-third votes here 
in the Senate, and because there is no agreement or understand
ing on who is going to serve on a bipartisan basis as the State 
Treasurer, well, then we are not going to confirm two members 
of the judiciary. That is the exact same political process that 
would take place right here in this body if we have to confirm the 
person who is head of PEMA. 

The individual who is head of PEMA is directly responsible 
to the Governor, and if the Governor is not satisfied with the job 
that that person may have done or may not have done, then it is 
up to the Governor to set a new policy and a new direction. It is 
not up to the Members of the Senate to then ask the Governor to 
send a name over where that person must have 26 votes in the 
Senate in a timely fashion to try to address any emergency prob
lem that we may have in Pennsylvania. 

Twenty-eight years ago tomorrow, we had the problem with 
Three Mile Island. One month ago we had the problem in Penn
sylvania with regard to the interstates being closed because of a 
severe storm that was handled improperly, but you do not throw 
the baby out with the bath water. You do not expand government 
because we had that problem. You address the issue, you com
municate to the Governor, you tell the Governor perhaps you 
want the head of PEMA to be replaced by somebody else be
cause he did not do an appropriate job for the people of Pennsyl
vania, but you do not say let us politicize the process by having 
the Governor submit a name by going through the committee 
process here in the Senate, then hoping we can get the individual 
confirmed and keeping our fingers crossed that we will not have 
a catastrophe in Pennsylvania and will not have an emergency 
because we, in fact, will have somebody head of PEMA. 

I congratulate Senator Baker. I think her thoughts are 
well-taken, and something should be considered further as to how 
this should be addressed, but to say we must confirm that individ-
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ual does nothing more than put that person into a political arena 
where he or she does not belong. They should answer directly to 
the Governor of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and when 
they have failed to do their job, then the Governor should be held 
responsible for that failure. 

I ask for a negative vote, Madam President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Delaware, Senator Pileggi. 
Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I would like to speak in 

support of Senator Baker's bill. I do not want to prolong the de
bate or to repeat Senator Baker's cogent and, I think, comprehen
sive arguments in favor of this bill. I do want to point out that it 
is not turning on the difference between a technical reading of 
what an agency or department might be, but an expression by this 
body as to what we consider to be a core function of government. 
In this day and age, there could be no more central function of 
government than to protect the citizens from disaster or catastro
phe. The fact is the system we have now has proven to be inade
quate. I think it is not a political expression or politicization of 
this function, but rather an expression by this body as to how 
important this function is. We regularly in this body approve 
gubernatorial nominations in the most important and critical 
functions of government. I do not treat those as political exer
cises, but rather a proper role for the General Assembly and the 
Senate specifically to exercise. 

The Witt report that the Governor commissioned was released 
today, and I just want to quote a couple of points from it. It spe
cifically faulted the Commonwealth for not adopting emergency 
management as a core principle, and found a lack of awareness 
among all levels of the State system. One of the recommenda
tions that the Witt report came up with to correct this oversight 
moving forward is to ensure that, quote, "emergency prepared
ness and emergency management is a higher priority" in the 
Commonwealth. That does not mean we send letters to the Gov
ernor more often, that means that we exercise our role as the 
Senate of Pennsylvania in taking a role in making sure that the 
emergency management director is doing his job as the proper 
person for the role. 

I ask for an affirmative vote on Senate Bill No. 637. Thank 
you, Madam President. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Cambria, Senator Wozniak. 

Senator WOZNIAK. Madam President, I know what hap
pened on the interstate was mismanaged, but I do not think we 
have to go the level of confirmation. To the public, the confirma
tion process becomes, whether you like to believe it or not, polit
ical. It becomes a dynamic football, one for you, two for us, two 
for us, one for you. It goes back and forth. If I recall correctly, 
Governor Rendell kept Governor Ridge's and Governor 
Schweiker's executive director for many years before he finally 
retired. 

The gentlewoman also brought up about the fine job that Pres
ident Clinton's appointee and confirmed head of FEMA did in 
making it more efficient. Unfortunately, the next President prob
ably had a very good person who looked great on paper, who did 
an abysmal job. It does not really matter if that person is con
firmed by some process, elevating it to a confirmation by the 
Senate, or professionally done by looking at resumes and choos

ing your best. I personally do not think we need confirmation. I 
would rather have the Governor make a decision based upon 
information and past history, and pick the best without the politi
cal pressures that are applied in this room and by the Governor 
when it comes down to his confirmations. 

Something happened a month ago and everybody is jumping 
up and down to change things. That is not going to change the 
past. I think that recommendations are going to come down with 
the commission. I do not think you are going to see those signifi
cant mistakes made again. We cannot stop Mother Nature, but 
what we can do is stop some of the politics being played in the 
confirmation process and let the Governor choose his executive 
director. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Bradford, Senator Madigan. 
Senator MADIGAN. Madam President, I had the privilege of 

chairing a hearing with Senator Baker on the Pennsylvania Val
entine's Day massacre. I also had the privilege of getting the Witt 
report. I think there are a couple of telling things, and I believe 
that the comment from the report, as I told my Caucus, to me this 
report is an indictment of this administration's failure to act dur
ing that tragedy. "Overall. The Commonwealth government has 
not fiilly adopted emergency management as a core principal 
[sic] and cultural priority." Later on, "Although some limited 
reviews have been initiated, Pennsylvania has not updated its 
emergency management statutes since the events of September 
11,2001 and Hurricane Katrina in 2005." 

I firmly believe it is time we take steps, and I certainly support 
this proposal, it is step one. We have a lot more to do to follow 
up on this. It is not just the snowstorm, but the potential. I think 
that was the thing that was really brought out to us very heavily 
at the hearing, that people are concerned with the threats we have 
around the world on our security and the security of the citizens 
of Pennsylvania. We have to step up to the plate and do some
thing. This is our first opportunity, and I encourage an affirma
tive vote. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Schuylkill, Senator Rhoades. 

Senator RHOADES. Madam President, I do not like to dis
agree with my senior colleague from Lackawanna County, but I 
will. I think maybe he speaks to the fact that he and I are senior 
Members here. There are only a few who have more time than we 
do, but yet, even though we have been here this long, we still 
disagree and think for ourselves, he, with his thoughts, and me, 
with my thoughts. I think it is important to put that on the table 
so everyone can understand that. 

There are really two departments, the Department of Educa
tion and the Department of State, where we have not acted on or 
will not act on any confirmation hearings because, by law, they 
have a different agreement, at least that is what the administration 
says at this point. So, by acting on a confirmation, shall I say the 
absence of one creates the other? Since I do not have a confirma
tion for the Department of Education or the Department of State, 
there is nothing to stop me from doing it in terms of emergency 
management. 

My second thing, too, is I looked at the Witt report today and 
it clearly lays the responsibility and the failure at the executive 
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level. One of the things as I looked, and I used to teach this in 
history, there is the judiciary, the legislative, and the executive, 
and the executive comes from the word to "execute," which 
means to do. They are supposed to be the doers. We are sup
posed to be the legislators. Yet, in that report it says the Com
monwealth. As far as I know, the legislature is still part of the 
Commonwealth. Therefore, we have a responsibility to ensure 
that this does not happen again. 

One of the ways in which we can correct and rectify that situa
tion, because the Governor has failed to do that and secure these 
things that we need, is for us to begin to know that a very good 
and fine man as Jim Joseph, who is well-qualified, has the kind 
of support that is not only an executive support, but also a legis
lative support. We will not know that unless we are able to act 
with him, talk to him, and understand the direction he needs. He 
knows that he has colleagues whom he can come back to who 
will push his agenda to make sure that the points that Senator 
Madigan talked about that have not been addressed for a long 
time and that do not have the right kind of priorities, we can help 
establish that. 

I ask for an affirmative vote on this measure. Thank you, 
Madam President. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Delaware, Senator Pileggi. 

Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I request a temporary 
Capitol Leave for Senator Mcllhinney. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Pileggi requests a temporary 
Capitol Leave for Senator Mcllhinney. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Lackawanna, Sena
tor Mellow. 

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, I request temporary 
Capitol leaves for Senator LaValle, Senator Tartaglione, and 
Senator Fumo. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Mellow requests temporary 
Capitol leaves for Senator LaValle, Senator Tartaglione, and 
Senator Fumo. 

Without objection, the leaves will be granted. 

And the question recurring, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-29 

Armstrong 
Baker 
Browne 
Brubaker 
Dinniman 
Earll 
Eichelberger 
Erickson 

Boscola 
Costa 

Folmer 
Gordner 
Greenleaf 
Madigan 
Mcllhinney 
Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 

Hughes 
Kasunic 

Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Tomlinson 

NAY-20 

Mellow 
Musto 

Vance 
Waugh 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Wonderling 

Tartaglione 
Washington 

Ferlo Kitchen O'Pake Williams, Anthony H. 
Fontana LaValle Stack Williams, Constance 
Fumo Logan Stout Wozniak 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

SB 73 ~ Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 

BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

SB 86 (Pr. No. 750) - The Senate proceeded to consideration 
of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of May 2,1947 (P.L. 143, No.62), entitled 
"An act regulating the sale and resale for profit and the carrying on of 
the business of selling or reselling tickets or other devices for admission 
to places of amusement; providing for the licensing of persons reselling 
such tickets for profit; providing for the suspension and revocation of 
such licenses; imposing duties on licensees and owners or operators of 
places of amusement; imposing powers and duties on the Department 
of Revenue, county treasurers, district attorneys, and the receiver of 
taxes, and city solicitors in cities of the first class; making disposition 
of moneys collected and providing penalties," further providing for 
reselling of tickets and for printing prices on tickets. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation. 

SB 180 (Pr. No. 216) ~ The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 51 (Military Affairs) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, further providing for burial details for veterans. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation. 

SB 306 (Pr. No. 342) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses) of the Pennsylva
nia Consolidated Statutes, further providing for purchase, consumption, 
possession or transportation of liquor or malt or brewed beverages. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

SB 548 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator PILEGGI. 
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BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

SB 550 (Pr. No. 293) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of May 17, 1921 (P.L.682, No.284), 
known as The Insurance Company Law of 1921, further providing, in 
insurance holding companies, for definitions, for acquisition of control 
of or merger with domestic insurer and for acquisitions involving insur
ers not otherwise covered; and making an inconsistent repeal. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation. 

POINT OF ORDER 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Montgomery, Senator Wonderling. 

Senator WONDERLING. Madam President, I rise to a point 
of order. I would like a ruling from the Chair on an issue that 
may confront the Senate in the near future. As the Chair is aware, 
a proposal is being discussed to consolidate Independence Blue 
Cross and Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield. There is pending 
legislation in the Senate, namely Senate Bill No. 550, which 
could give the Pennsylvania Insurance Department oversight 
powers over consolidations involving nonprofit health care insur
ers. The department already has this authority as it concerns 
for-profit companies. 

I want to disclose any possible potential conflict. I am a board 
member of Keystone Health Plan East, and I do receive compen
sation for my board service. Knowing all this, my question is, am 
I permitted to vote on legislation that may impact the consolida
tion as proposed, or be impacted by the consolidation, or any 
other related issues? More specifically, Madam President, am I 
permitted to vote on Senate Bill No. 550 if indeed it is marked to 
run on the Calendar? 

Thank you. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Senator Wonderling for 

his inquiry about a conflict of interest in the factual situation just 
given. The Chair would rule that there is no conflict of interest, 
and that in accordance with Senate Rule XXI, the Senator must 
vote on these issues, including Senate Bill No. 550, as they may 
arise for two reasons. The Chair finds that the gentleman is a 
member of a class of individuals, that is members of boards, who 
may or may not be affected by any actions on such legislation. 
The Chair does not find that any votes the gentleman may cast 
would be particularly personal to Senator Wonderling or pri
vately affect Senator Wonderling alone. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 

Senators ORIE, FONTANA, RAFFERTY, STOUT, 
BOSCOLA, KASUNIC, ERICKSON, GREENLEAF, 
WONDERLING, PIPPY, EARLL, D. WHITE, LAVALLE, 
ARMSTRONG, COSTA, LOGAN, FERLO, M. WHITE, ROB
BINS and REGOLA, by unanimous consent, offered Senate 
Resolution No. 73, entitled: 

A Resolution congratulating the Rivers of Steel National Heritage 
Area and the Steel Industry Heritage Corporation. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Allegheny, Senator Orie. 

Senator ORIE. Madam President, today I proudly rise on be
half of myself and the Senators from western Pennsylvania, Sena
tor Pippy, Senator Fontana, Senator Stout, Senator Kasunic, Sen
ator Don White, Senator LaValle, Senator Costa, Senator Logan, 
Senator Mary Jo White, Senator Robbins, Senator Regola, and 
Senator Ferlo, and submit a Senate resolution to praise and con
gratulate the Rivers of Steel Heritage Area, as well as, the Steel 
Industry Heritage Corporation, for its 10 years of exceptional 
involvement in the move to accentuate southwestern Pennsylva
nia's role as the steelmaking capital of the world. Whether gener
ating raw materials for various war efforts throughout our na
tion's history or contributing to the assembly of the Empire State 
Building and the Brooklyn Bridge, or improving daily lives 
through consumer goods and automobiles, southwestern Pennsyl
vania, through its steel heritage, truly built America from the 
ground up. 

The Rivers of Steel Heritage Area encompasses 3,000 square 
miles, and it incorporates seven counties in the region, and was 
created by Congress in 1996 to preserve and market the history 
of big steel and its related industries in the area. Additionally, 
legislation has been introduced in the 110th U.S. Congress to 
create the Steel Industry's National Historic Site surrounding 
U.S. Steel Homestead Works. I would like to take this opportu
nity to commend the noble organizations of southwestern Penn
sylvania - the Rivers of Steel Heritage Area and the Steel Indus
try Heritage Corporation- and indicate that they accept the grati
tude of the Senate of Pennsylvania for the work to ensure the 
preservation, enjoyment, and maintenance of these remarkable 
and historically significant landmarks. 

Thank you, Madam President. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

Senators ORIE, LOGAN, KASUNIC, LAVALLE, COSTA, 
BOSCOLA, ERICKSON, RAFFERTY, STOUT, 
TARTAGLIONE, ROBBINS, WASHINGTON, FUMO, 
MUSTO, FONTANA, WONDERLING, STACK, FOLMER, 
ARMSTRONG, EARLL, C. WILLIAMS, BROWNE, 
TOMLINSON, BRUBAKER and D. WHITE, by unanimous 
consent, offered Senate Resolution No. 74, entitled: 

A Resolution designating the month of April 2007 as "Alcohol 
Awareness Month" in Pennsylvania. 

Which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote. 

Senators DINNIMAN, STACK, ARMSTRONG, BOSCOLA, 
BRUBAKER, COSTA, EARLL, ERICKSON, FERLO, 
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FONTANA, LOGAN, MELLOW, MUSTO, O'PAKE, ORIE, 
STOUT, TARTAGLIONE, WASHINGTON, C. WILLIAMS, 
FOLMER, PIPPY, RAFFERTY, PILEGGI, GREENLEAF and 
WONDERLING, by unanimous consent, offered Senate Resolu
tion No. 75, entitled: 

A Resolution commemorating the 59th anniversary of the birth of 
Israel. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Chester, Senator Dinniman. 

Senator DINNIMAN. Madam President, Israel is America's 
strongest ally in the Middle East, and has learned much from 
America in the development of its democratic form of govern
ment, and America has learned much from Israel on how to sur
vive as a democracy, how to maintain a strong economy in the 
face of terrorism. Israel and Pennsylvania have deep roots of 
friendship, mutual economic interests, and strong cultural ties, 
and I ask for the adoption of this resolution. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the aflfirmative. 

Senators STACK, SCARNATI, C. WILLIAMS, DINNIMAN, 
BOSCOLA, RHOADES, FERLO, FONTANA, STOUT, 
TARTAGLIONE, MELLOW, WASHINGTON, COSTA, 
PUNT, ORIE, MUSTO, ERICKSON, EARLL, O'PAKE, 
BRUBAKER, PIPPY, FUMO, WAUGH, PILEGGI, GREEN
LEAF, ARMSTRONG and BROWNE, by unanimous consent, 
offered Senate Resolution No. 76, entitled: 

A Resolution designating April 15 through 21, 2007, as "Days of 
Remembrance of the Victims of the Holocaust" in Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, Senator Stack. 

Senator STACK. Madam President, I rise today as I have for 
the last several years, along with my colleagues, President pro 
tempore Scamati, Senator Connie Williams, and Senator 
Dinniman, to offer a resolution proclaiming April 15 through 
April 21,2007, as "Days of Remembrance of the Victims of the 
Holocaust" in Pennsylvania. 

This resolution will honor the 6 million Jews who were sys
tematically persecuted and murdered across Europe at the hands 
of Nazis more than 60 years ago. It also reminds Pennsylvanians 
that these horrors took place during the 20th century. Many 
Pennsylvanians lived during the World War II era and even 
fought to free the surviving Holocaust victims from concentration 
camps, and Holocaust survivors are still alive today. It is unbe
lievable to think that the Holocaust could have taken place in 
modem times, which is why it is so important to remember this 
dark period in history. 

Governor Ed Rendell will hold a Holocaust remembrance 
ceremony, which will take place on April 17 at 11:30 a.m., in the 
Governor's reception room. It is critical that we never forget the 
Holocaust by making efforts to overcome prejudice and inhu
manity with education, vigilance, and tolerance for all people, no 
matter their race, ethnicity, or religion. 

Madam President, by introducing this resolution once again 
this year, I hope we can all pause to remember the atrocities of 
the Holocaust, remind ourselves of the impact of hatred, and 
resolve to treat each other with dignity and respect. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Chester, Senator Dinniman. 

Senator DINNIMAN. Madam President, I want to thank Sena
tor Stack for his resolution, and I want to say that as we remem
ber the Holocaust, as Senator Stack has tried to emphasize, we 
remember not only the 6 million Jews who were annihilated in 
the Holocaust, we remember people of all faiths and ethnic 
groups who passed away during that horrendous period of time. 

We remember victims of other holocausts, such as the Arme
nian holocaust in the earlier part of the century, and we commit 
ourselves in passing this resolution to make sure that never again 
will we as a world allow people to be brutally murdered based on 
race, ethnicity, or any other common factor. We also remember 
the recent holocaust that occurred in Rwanda. 

So what we are doing in this resolution is not only remember
ing the past, but committing ourselves to making sure that the 
past is not repeated. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
The PRESIDENT. Thank you, Senator Dinniman, for your 

additional comments to Senator Stack's Remembrance of April 
15 through 21 of all members of our world who have been vic
tims of the Holocaust. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Michael W. 
Moore, Cheryl Matulevich and to Scott Davis by Senator Baker. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Blake W. 
Tange and to the Slate Belt Heritage Center of Bangor by Sena
tor Boscola. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Samuel L. 
Hodge and to Clara Smallwood Fortune by Senator Kitchen. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Phil 
Sorrentino by Senator Logan. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Reading 
Central Catholic Boys Basketball Team by Senator O'Pake. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Patrick Moran 
Van Arsdale by Senator Orie. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Margaret 
Varholla Malinowski and to Samuel A. Bach by Senator Regola. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Jason Douglas 
Peters by Senator Robbins. 
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to the Honorable 
Shirl Bamhart by Senator Stout. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Art Adams, 
Nita Simms, Herbert J. Stack, Jerome Mead, William Carter, Sr., 
James Lake, Neil Watson, William Doderer, Duane Barth, 
Kathleen Timpiero Adams, Thomas Ford, Elisa Bley, Francis 
Hufiiell, Jr., Louis J. Marseglia, Helen Mead, Marie Marseglia, 
Kathy Lake, Theresa Hufiiell, Selma Hall, Ellen Biglin Hufiiell 
and to the Bristol Fire Company by Senator Tomlinson. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Murphy, Nancy Besch, Timothy A. Keptner and to Luke 
Bucknam by Senator Vance. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Zachary Louis 
Tresatti by Senator D. White. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Kenneth Quick by Senator Wozniak. 

R E P O R T F R O M C O M M I T T E E ON RULES 
AND EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 

Senator ROBBINS, from the Committee on Rules and Execu
tive Nominations, reported the following nominations made by 
His Excellency, the Governor of the Commonwealth, which were 
read by the Clerk as follows: 

ADJUTANT GENERAL OF PENNSYLVANIA 

January 22, 2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, The Honorable Jessica L. Wright, 
Quarters #1, R.R. 1 Box 7362, Grantville 17028, Lebanon County, 
Forty-eighth Senatorial District, for reappointment as Adjutant General 
of Pennsylvania, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2011, and 
until her successor is appointed and qualified. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD OF 
CHIROPRACTIC 

Febmary 28, 2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Joseph T. Grice, D.C., 207 Huch 
Farm Lane, Mars 16046, Butler County, Fortieth Senatorial District, for 
appointment as a member of the State Board of Chiropractic, to serve 
for a term of four years or until his successor is appointed and qualified, 
but not longer than six months beyond that period, vice John K. Slavek, 
D.C., Telford, whose term expired. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF DANVILLE STATE HOSPITAL 

January 17,2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, C. Herbert Zeager, 155 Shady Hill 
Road, Watsontown 17777, Montour County, Twenty-seventh Senatorial 
District, for reappointment as a member of the Board of Trustees of 
Danville State Hospital, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 
2013, and until his successor is appointed and qualified. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
OF HAMBURG CENTER 

January 18,2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, James Gilmartin, 706 North Crescent 
Avenue, Hamburg 19526, Berks County, Twenty-ninth Senatorial Dis
trict, for reappointment as a member of the Board of Trustees of Ham
burg Center, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2013, and until 
his successor is appointed and qualified. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

JUDGE, SUPERIOR COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

Febmary 13,2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Robert Daniels, Esquire, 625 Creigh-
ton Road, Villanova 19085, Delaware County, Seventeenth Senatorial 
District, for appointment as Judge of the Superior Court, to serve until 
the first Monday of January 2008, vice The Honorable Joseph A. Del 
Sole, resigned. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

JUSTICE, SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

Febmary 13,2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, The Honorable James Fitzgerald, 201 
Rex Avenue, Philadelphia 19118, Philadelphia County, Fourth Senato
rial District, for appointment as Justice of the Supreme Court of Penn
sylvania, to serve until the first Monday of January 2008, vice The Hon
orable Sandra Schultz Newman, resigned. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 
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MEMBER OF THE PENNSYLVANIA MINORITY 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

Febmary 15, 2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Reverend James Moore, Sr., 3814-20 
Parrish Street, Philadelphia 19104, Philadelphia County, Seventh Sena
torial District, for appointment as a member of the Pennsylvania Minor
ity Business Development Authority, to serve until June 2, 2011, and 
until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice Gerri Walker, Phila
delphia, resigned. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD 
OF PHYSICAL THERAPY 

January 29,2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, James L. Clahane, 1830 Willow Road, 
Camp Hill 17011, Cumberland County, Thirty-first Senatorial District, 
for reappointment as a member of the State Board of Physical Therapy, 
to serve for a term of four years and until his successor is appointed and 
qualified, but not longer than six months beyond that period. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE STATE PLANNING BOARD 

January 31,2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Richard G. Phillips, Jr., 3 Bladen's 
Court, Philadelphia 19106, Philadelphia County, First Senatorial Dis
trict, for appointment as a member of the State Planning Board, to serve 
until June 8, 2008, and until his successor is appointed and qualified, 
vice Dennis Puko, Farrell, resigned. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD OF 
CERTIFIED REAL ESTATE APPRAISERS 

Febmary 20, 2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Valentino H. Pasquarella, Jr., 402 
Densmore Road, Philadelphia 19116, Philadelphia County, Fifth Sena
torial District, for appointment as a member of the State Board of Certi

fied Real Estate Appraisers, to serve for a term of four years and until 
his successor is appointed and qualified, but not longer than six months 
beyond that period, vice Raymond Book, Pittsburgh, whose term ex
pired. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR 
SCOTLAND SCHOOL FOR VETERANS' CHILDREN 

Febmary 28,2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Roy William Happel, 1566 Wilson 
Avenue, Chambersburg 17201, Franklin County, Thirty-third Senatorial 
District, for appointment as a member of the Board of Trustees for Scot
land School for Veterans' Children, to serve until the third Tuesday of 
January 2013, and until his successor is appointed and qualified, vice 
Terry A. Bergman, Reinholds, resigned. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF 
SLIPPERY ROCK UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

Febmary 20, 2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Joshua Young, 2303 Longview Drive, 
Coatesville 19320, Chester County, Forty-fourth Senatorial District, for 
appointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of Slippery Rock 
University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher Education, to 
serve until the third Tuesday of January 2013, and until his successor is 
appointed and qualified, vice Kenneth Blair, Sarver, whose term ex
pired. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE STATE BOARD OF 
SOCIAL WORKERS, MARRIAGE AND FAMILY 

THERAPISTS AND PROFESSIONAL COUNSELORS 

January 10, 2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Frederick J. Bostwick, (Public Mem
ber), 517 South 22nd Street, Philadelphia 19146, Philadelphia County, 
First Senatorial District, for reappointment as a member of the State 
Board of Social Workers, Marriage and Family Therapists and Profes
sional Counselors, to serve for a term of four years and until his succes
sor is appointed and qualified, but not longer than six months beyond 
that period. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 
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NOMINATIONS LAID ON THE TABLE 

Senator ROBBINS. Madam President, I request that the nomi
nations just read by the Clerk be laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT. The nominations will be laid on the table. 

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION 

Senator FOLMER. Madam President, I move that the Senate 
do now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from com
mittee for the first time at today's Session. 

The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 
The bills were as follows: 

SB 121, SB 183, SB 432, SB 433, SB 434, SB 436, SB 623, 
and SB 625. 

And said bills having been considered for the first time, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider

ation. 

COMMUNICATIONS F R O M THE GOVERNOR 

NOMINATIONS REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com
munications in writing from His Excellency, the Governor of the 
Commonwealth, which were read as follows and referred to the 
Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations: 

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF 
LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

March 27,2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, George Durrwachter, 907 West Fourth 
Street, Williamsport 17701, Lycoming County, Twenty-third Senatorial 
District, for reappointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of 
Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher 
Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2013, and until 
his successor is appointed and qualified. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF 
LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

March 27,2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Daniel P. Elby, 3535 Pebble Ridge 
Drive, York 17402, York County, Thirteenth Senatorial District, for 
reappointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of Lock Haven 

University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher Education, to 
serve until the third Tuesday of January 2013, and until his successor is 
appointed and qualified. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF 
LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

March 27,2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Guy A. Graham, 605 Indian Road, 
Clearfield 16830, Clearfield County, Twenty-fifth Senatorial District, 
for reappointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of Lock Ha
ven University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher Educa
tion, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2013, and until his 
successor is appointed and qualified. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF 
LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

March 27, 2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Margery Krevsky, 4790 W. Maple 
Road, Bloomsfield Hills, Michigan 48301, for appointment as a member 
of the Council of Trustees of Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania 
of the State System of Higher Education, to serve until the third Tues
day of January 2013, and until her successor is appointed and qualified, 
vice Chris Dwyer, Mill Hall, whose term expired. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF 
LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

March 27,2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Virginia Ann Roth, 5 Scotch Circle, 
Duncannon 17020, Perry County, Thirty-fourth Senatorial District, for 
appointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of Lock Haven 
University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher Education, to 
serve until the third Tuesday of January 2011, and until her successor 
is appointed and qualified, vice Ron Jury, New Cumberland, deceased. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 
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MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES OF 
LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

March 27, 2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Nathan P. Silcox, 1427 Inverness 
Drive, Mechanicsburg 17050, Cumberland County, Thirty-first Senato
rial District, for appointment as a member of the Council of Trustees of 
Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania of the State System of Higher 
Education, to serve until the third Tuesday of January 2013, and until 
his successor is appointed and qualified, vice Donald Faulkner, Beech 
Creek, whose term expired. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

CORRECTIONS T O NOMINATIONS 
R E F E R R E D T O C O M M I T T E E 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following com
munications in writing from His Excellency, the Governor of the 
Commonwealth, which were read as follows and referred to the 
Committee on Rules and Executive Nominations: 

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES 
OF INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

March 27, 2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

Please note the nomination dated March 23,2007, for the appoint
ment of Colleen Kopp, 301 Manchester Road, Camp Hill 17011, Cum
berland County, Thirty-first Senatorial District, for appointment as a 
member of the Council of Trustees of Indiana University of Pennsylva
nia of the State System of Higher Education, to serve until the third 
Tuesday of January 2013, and until his successor is appointed and quali
fied, vice Timothy M. Pulte, Glenn Mills, whose term expired, should 
be corrected to read: 

Colleen Kopp, 301 Manchester Road, Camp Hill 17011, Cumber
land County, Thirty-first Senatorial District, for appointment as a mem
ber of the Council of Trustees of Indiana University of Pennsylvania of 
the State System of Higher Education, to serve until the third Tuesday 
of January 2013, and until her successor is appointed and qualified, vice 
Timothy M. Pulte, Glen Mills, whose term expired. 

MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF TRUSTEES 
OF INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OF THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION 

March 27,2007 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

Please note the nomination dated March 23, 2007, for the appoint
ment of Carolyn P. Snyder, 1005 Route 268, Cowansville 16218, 
Armstrong County, Forty-first Senatorial District, for appointment as a 

member of the Council of Trustees of Indiana University of Pennsylva
nia of the State System of Higher Education, to serve until the third 
Tuesday of January 2013, and until his successor is appointed and quali
fied, vice Kim E. Lyttle, Pittsburgh, whose term expired, should be 
corrected to read: 

Carolyn P. Snyder, 1005 Route 268, Cowansville 16218, 
Armstrong County, Forty-first Senatorial District, for appointment as a 
member of the Council of Trustees of Indiana University of Pennsylva
nia of the State System of Higher Education, to serve until the third 
Tuesday of January 2013, and until her successor is appointed and qual
ified, vice Kim E. Lyttle, Pittsburgh, whose term expired. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SECRETARY 

The following announcements were read by the Secretary of 
the Senate: 

SENATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28, 2007 

9:00 A.M. COMMUNICATIONS AND TECH- Room 8E-B 
NOLOGY (public hearing regarding East Wing 
the Education Technology Program, 
e-fund, and the Broadband Outreach 
and Aggregation Program established 
through Act 183 of 2004) 

9:00 A.M. STATE GOVERNMENT (public hearing Senate Maj. 
on Senate Bill No. 44; and to consider Cau. Rm. 
Senate Bills No. 44 and 233; and 
Senate Resolution No. 41) 

9:00 A.M. EDUCATION (public hearing on No Hrg. Rm. 1 
Child Left Behind reauthorization) North Off. 

9:30 AM. FINANCE (to consider Senate Bills No. Room 461 
143,172,188,330 and 342) Main Capitol 

10:00 A.M. LAW AND JUSTICE (to consider Senate Room 8E-A 
Bills No. 318 and 650) East Wing 

Off the BANKING AND INSURANCE (to Rules Com. 
Floor consider Senate Resolution No. 65) Conf. Rm. 

10:00 A.M. 

11:00 A.M. 

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL 
AFFAIRS (listening session to gather 
input from Commonwealth citizens who 
are directly and indirectly affected by the 
actions taken by this Committee) 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2007 

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL 
AFFAIRS (listening session to gather 
input from Commonwealth citizens who 
are directly and indirectly affected by the 
actions taken by this Committee) 

THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 2007 

Greater Pgh 
Community 
Food Bank 
Duquesne, 
PA 

Sal. Army 
Camp 
Ledore 
Waymart, 
PA 

9:30 A.M. AGRICULTURE AND RURAL Lebanon Co. 
AFFAIRS (listening session to gather Conservation 
input from Commonwealth citizens who District 
are directly and indirectly affected by Lebanon, PA 
the actions taken by this Committee) 
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10:00 A.M.-
12:00 Noon 

11:00 A.M. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 17. 2007 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE Senate Maj. 
(public hearing on the implementation Cau. Rm. 
of the expansion of CHIP) 

LABOR AND INDUSTRY (to consider Room 461 
the nomination of Stephen M. Schmerin Main Capitol 
as Secretary of Labor and Industry) 

RECESS 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Delaware, Senator Pileggi. 
Senator PILEGGI. Madam President, I move that the Senate 

do now recess until Wednesday, March 28, 2007, at 11 a.m., 
Eastern Daylight Saving Time. 

The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 
The Senate recessed at 5:07 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving 

Time. 


