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SESSION OF 2005 189TH OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No. 36 

SENATE 
WEDNESDAY, June 15, 2005 

The Senate met at 11 a.m., Eastern Daylight Saving Time. 

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker 
Knoll) in the Chair. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Reverend DENNIS SEE, of The Altar Interna
tional House of Prayer, Meadville, offered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Father, I ask You to arrest our thoughts today to truly make 

decisions according to Your will that will bless the people of this 
great Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Your servant, William 
Penn, wanted us to be a seed to the nation and saw us as a holy 
experiment of brotherly love and unity in You. 

Help us, Lord, to fulfill the vision and come into agreement 
with Your plans in every decision we make. We declare and ac
knowledge You as King of kings and Lord of lords over this 
meeting today, over our State, over our Governor, and over all 
the leaders of this great nation. 

Forgive us for doing things our own way, and help us to ac
knowledge You today and forever. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
I pray. Amen. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Reverend See, who is the 
guest today of Senator Robbins. 

PLEDGE O F ALLEGIANCE 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.) 

JOURNAL APPROVED 

The PRESIDENT. A quorum of the Senate being present, the 
Clerk will read the Journal of the preceding Session of June 14, 
2005. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the preceding 
Session, when, on motion of Senator BRIGHTBILL, and agreed 
to by voice vote, further reading was dispensed with and the 
Journal was approved. 

BILLS REPORTED F R O M COMMITTEE 

Senator EARLL, from the Committee on Finance, reported the 
following bills: 

SB 266 (Pr. No. 270) 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing for exclusions from 
sales and use tax. 

SB 384 (Pr. No. 386) 

An Act amending Title 24 (Education) of the Pennsylvania Consol
idated Statutes, further providing for definitions and for administrative 
duties of board. 

SB 571 (Pr. No. 600) 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing for sales and use tax 
definitions, for sales and use tax exclusions, for personal income tax 
definitions and for classes of personal income; providing for a credit 
against personal income tax; further providing for realty transfer tax 
definitions, for realty transfer tax exclusions and for penalties for failing 
to fulfill a historic covenant; providing for tax credits for historic com
mercial sites; and conferring powers and duties on the Department of 
Community and Economic Development, the Pennsylvania Historical 
and Museum Commission and the Department of Revenue. 

SB 639 (Pr. No. 737) 

An Act amending the act of July 7, 1947 (P.L. 1368, No.542), 
known as the Real Estate Tax Sale Law, flirther providing for property 
subject to or exempt from claim and for content of claims entered; and 
providing for public record lists and for report of nonpayment of taxes. 

SB 640 (Pr. No. 738) 

An Act amending the act of May 16, 1923 (P.L.207, No. 153), re
ferred to as the Municipal Claim and Tax Lien Law, providing for dona
tion of property in lieu of taxes; further providing for claims for taxes, 
water rents or rates and lighting, power and sewer rates and for contents 
of claims; and providing for a public record of all properties against 
which taxes were levied and remain unpaid. 

HB 859 (Pr. No. 2232) (Amended) 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, further providing for the alternate 
imposition of the use tax. 

HB 1180 (Pr. No. 2233) (Amended) 

An Act amending the act of March 4, 1971 (P.L.6, No.2), known 
as the Tax Reform Code of 1971, providing for contributions to the 
Military Family Relief Assistance Fund on individual income tax return 
forms through checkoff boxes. 
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LEGISLATIVE LEAVES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I ask for legislative 
leaves for Senator Punt and Senator Thompson. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Brightbill requests legislative 
leaves for Senator Punt and Senator Thompson. Without objec
tion, the leaves will be granted. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Berks, Senator 
OTake. 

Senator O'PAKE. Madam President, I request a legislative 
leave for Senator Connie Williams. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator OPake requests a legislative leave 
for Senator Connie Williams. Without objection, the leave will 
be granted. 

CALENDAR 

SENATE RESOLUTION No 129 
CALLED UP OUT OF ORDER, ADOPTED 

Senator BRIGHTBILL, without objection, called up from 
page 6 of the Calendar, as a Special Order of Business, Senate 
Resolution No. 129, entitled: 

A Resolution observing June 18, 2005, as "Juneteenth National 
Freedom Day" in Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Philadelphia, Senator Kitchen. 

Senator KITCHEN. Madam President, I rise today to cele
brate a milestone in American history. June 19, 2005, marks the 
140th anniversary of Juneteenth. On that day in 1865, the slave 
community of Galveston, Texas, finally got the word of the 
Emancipation Proclamation. This precious document proclaimed 
the good news that all slaves are free. Imagine the joy, pride, and 
hope that filled the hearts of those men and women on that day 
140 years ago. That same spirit of freedom is still alive today. 
Juneteenth has become a holiday of reflection and renewal for 
people of all races, nationalities, and backgrounds. 

On Juneteenth, we remember our brothers and sisters who 
suffered in the bonds of slavery. We stand together with people 
of all colors and creeds to embrace our common history. We 
celebrate the progress we made to close the racial divide, and we 
pray for continued success on the road to equal rights for all. 

On Juneteenth, we recommit ourselves to serving our families, 
our friends, and our communities with open hearts. Most impor
tantly, we resolve never again to fall victim to the evils of preju
dice. Friends, everyone can join in the celebration of Juneteenth 
on Sunday as we honor our fathers, our grandfathers, and other 
men who have touched our lives. Let us capture the spirit of joy 
and equality, the spirit that was bom on June 19, 1865. 

Thank you, Madam President. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator BRIGHTBILL 
and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-50 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Browne 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fontana 
Fumo 
Gordner 

Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Musto 
O'Pake 
Orie 

Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 
Thompson 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A majority of the Senators having voted "aye," the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS 
AMENDED OVER IN ORDER 

SB 722 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

SB 386 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

HB 402 (Pr. No. 2067) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act designating a portion of a State route in the City of Erie as 
Michael A. Cannavino Way; redesignating the Carey Avenue Bridge 
between Larksville Borough and Hanover Township, Luzerne County, 
as the 1st Battalion, 109th Field Artillery, PA Army National Guard 
Bridge; and designating the portion of State Route 28 in Etna Borough 
and Shaler Township in Allegheny County as the 28th Signal Battalion 
Memorial Highway. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-50 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Browne 

Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 

Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
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Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fontana 
Fumo 
Gordner 

Kitchen 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Musto 
O'Pake 
Orie 

Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 
Thompson 

Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate return said bill to 
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate 
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of 
the House is requested. 

BILL AMENDED 

SB 410 (Pr. No. 927) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 22, 1993 (P.L.105, No.24), known 
as the Environmental Education Act, providing for the establishment of 
the Pennsylvania Center for Environmental Education and the Pennsyl
vania Center for Environmental Education Board; and making editorial 
changes. 

On the question. 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Senator M.J. WHITE offered the following amendment No. 

A1739: 

Amend Sec. 3 (Sec. 4), page 8, lines 28 through 30; page 9, lines 
1 through 5, by striking out all of lines 28 through 30, page 8, all of 
lines 1 through 4 and "£61" in line 5, page 9 and inserting: (4) 

Amend Bill, page 14, by inserting between lines 5 and 6: 
Section 5. The addition of section 3.1 of the act shall expire in 

seven years. 
Amend Sec. 5, page 14, line 6, by striking out "5" and inserting: 6 

On the question. 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 
It was agreed to. 
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its 

order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILLS OVER IN ORDER 

SB 539 and SB 594 ~ Without objection, the bills were 
passed over in their order at the request of Senator 
BRIGHTBILL. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 651 (Pr. No. 748) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 14, 1961 (P.L.324, No.188), 
known as The Library Code, further providing for waiver of standards. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-50 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Browne 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fontana 
Fumo 
Gordner 

Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Musto 
O'Pake 
Orie 

Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafiferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 
Thompson 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

SPECIAL ORDER O F BUSINESS 
GUESTS O F SENATOR ROBERT D. 

ROBBINS PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Mercer, Senator Robbins. 

Senator ROBBINS. Madam President, today I have the plea
sure of introducing Pastors D.J. Sherwood and Matt Shouse, who 
are seated in the Senate gallery. Both pastors serve with our guest 
Chaplain, Pastor Dennis See, at The Altar International House of 
Prayer in Meadville, Pennsylvania. 

Madam President and fellow Members, please join me in 
welcoming my special guests to the Senate of Pennsylvania. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Robbins has three pastors here as 
guests. Will all three please stand so we can give you a nice 
round of applause. 

(Applause.) 

CONSIDERATION O F CALENDAR RESUMED 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR RESUMED 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 679 (Pr. No. 781) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, further providing for pro
gram of continuing professional education. 



480 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL — SENATE JUNE 15, 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-SO 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Browne 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fontana 
Fumo 
Gordner 

Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Musto 
OTake 
Orie 

Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 
Thompson 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

BILLS AMENDED 

SB 688 (Pr. No. 922) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act authorizing the Department of General Services, with the 
approval of the Governor and the Department of Environmental Protec
tion, to grant and convey to Erie-Western Pennsylvania Port Authority 
certain lands situate in the City of Erie, County of Erie. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Senator EARLL offered the following amendment No. 

A1746: 

Amend Sec. 1, page 4, lines 10 through 13, by striking out "The 
term" in line 10, all of lines 11 and 12 and "thereof, shall be strictly 
prohibited." in line 13 

Amend Sec. 1, page 4, line 16, by striking out "including gaming 
or gambling activities," 

Amend Sec. 1, page 8, lines 10 through 13, by striking out "only be 
subject to the requirement in" in line 10, all of lines 11 and 12 and 
"shall" in line 13 

Amend Sec. 1, page 8, lines 16 through 21, by striking out all of 
lines 16 through 20 and "(iv)" in line 21 and inserting: (iii) 

Amend Sec. 1, page 8, lines 27 through 30, by striking out "Only 
be subject to the requirement in" in line 27, all of lines 28 and 29 and 
"shall" in line 30 and inserting: Shall 

Amend Sec. 1, page 9, lines 3 through 7, by striking out all of lines 
3 through 6 and "(vi)" in line 7 and inserting: (iv) 

Amend Sec. 1, page 9, line 19, by striking out all of said line and 
inserting: (ii) and (iii): 

Amend Sec. 1, page 10, lines 27 through 30, by striking out "only 
be subject to" in line 27, all of lines 28 and 29 and "so transferred and 
shall" in line 30 

Amend Sec. 1, page 11, lines 2 through 8, by striking out "Should 
Building" in line 2, all of lines 3 through 7 and "(vii)" in line 8 and 
inserting: (v) 

Amend Sec. 1, page 11, line 22, by striking out "(viii)" and insert
ing: (vi) 

Amend Sec. 1, page 12, by inserting between lines 4 and 5: 
(f) Land use restriction.-All conveyances authorized or referred to 

under this act shall be made under and subject to the condition, which 
shall be contained in the deeds of conveyance, that no portion of the 
property conveyed shall be used as the location for a licensed gaming 
entity authorized under 4 Pa.C.S. Part II (relating to gaming). The con
dition shall be a covenant running with the land and shall be binding 
upon the grantee, its successors and assigns. Should any grantee, its 
successors or assigns, permit the parcels conveyed in this act, or any 
portion thereof, to be used in violation of this subsection, the title shall 
immediately revert to and revest in the grantor. 

Amend Sec. 1, page 12, line 5, by striking out "(f)" and inserting: 
(g) 

Amend Sec. 1, page 12, line 8, by striking out "(g)" and inserting: 
(h) 

Amend Sec. 1, page 12, line 10, by striking out "(h)" and inserting: 
(0 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 
It was agreed to. 
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its 

order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

SB 697 (Pr. No. 875) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act authorizing and directing the Department of General Ser
vices, with the approval of the Governor, to grant and convey to Basalt 
Trap Rock Company, a Pennsylvania company, or its assigns, certain 
lands, situate in Morgan and Franklin Townships, Greene County, 
Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Senator STOUT offered the following amendment No. 

A1736: 

Amend Sec. 1, page 3, lines 10 through 15, by striking out all of 
said lines and inserting: 

(d) Land use restriction.-Any conveyance authorized under this act 
shall be made under and subject to the condition, which shall be con
tained in the deed of conveyance, that no portion of the property con
veyed shall be used as the location for a licensed gaming entity autho
rized under 4 Pa.C.S. Pt. II (relating to gaming). The condition shall be 
a covenant running with the land and shall be binding upon the grantee, 
its successors and assigns. Should any grantee, its successors or assigns, 
permit the parcel conveyed in this act, or any portion thereof, to be used 
in violation of this subsection, the title shall immediately revert to and 
revest in the grantor. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington, Senator Stout. 

Senator STOUT. Madam President, this amendment puts a 
land use restriction on a land transfer in Greene County, and I 
understand the amendment has been agreed to. 
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And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 
It was agreed to. 
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its 

order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILLS ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 706 (Pr. No. 928) ~ The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act designating the Main Street Bridge in Butler, Butler 
County, Pennsylvania, as the General Richard Butler Bridge. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-50 

YEA-50 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Browne 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fontana 
Fumo 
Gordner 

Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Musto 
O'Pake 
Orie 

Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 
Thompson 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

SB 721 (Pr. No. 865) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 74 (Transportation) of the Pennsylvania 
Consolidated Statutes, designating a portion of State Route 6 in Wyo
ming County as a scenic byway; and designating a certain portion of 
State Route 92 in Susquehanna County as a scenic byway. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Browne 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fontana 
Fumo 
Gordner 

Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Musto 
O'Pake 
Orie 

Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 
Thompson 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 

BILLS REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS 
AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

SB 251 (Pr. No. 899) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of May 26, 1947 (P.L.318, No.140), 
known as the CPA Law, further providing for the title, for definitions, 
for the State Board of Accountancy, for examinations and certificates, 
for education, for experience and for reciprocity; providing for substan
tial equivalency; and further providing for fees, for licensing, for peer 
review, for grounds for discipline, for ownership of working papers, for 
unlawful acts and for lawful acts. 

Considered the second time and agreed to. 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation. 

SB 457 (Pr. No. 900) ~ The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 23, 1931 (P.L.932, No.317), 
known as The Third Class City Code, further providing for beneficiaries 
of fund not to be employed by the city; and providing for beneficiaries 
serving in elective office. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation. 

BILLS OVER IN ORDER 

HB 89, HB 127 and HB 399 - Without objection, the bills 
were passed over in their order at the request of Senator 
BRIGHTBILL. 
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BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

SB 509 (Pr. No. 806) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 20 (Decedents, Estates and Fiduciaries) of 
the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for classifica
tion and order of payment of claims against the estate of a decedent. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation. 

BILLS OVER IN ORDER 

SB 511, SB 565, SB 601, HB 628, SB 636, SB 660, SB 711, 
SB 712, SB 713, HB 875 and HB 1110 - Without objection, the 
bills were passed over in their order at the request of Senator 
BRIGHTBILL. 

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 125, CALLED UP 

Senator BRIGHTBILL, without objection, called up from 
page 6 of the Calendar, Senate Resolution No. 125, entitled: 

A Resolution encouraging the Congress of the United States and 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency to release funds to 
the states from the Leaking Underground Storage Tank Trust Fund. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 130, CALLED UP 

Senator BRIGHTBILL, without objection, called up from 
page 6 of the Calendar, Senate Resolution No. 130, entitled: 

A Resolution urging the President and the Congress of the United 
States and all members of the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission to remove the Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Wil
low Grove, Pennsylvania, from the list of military base closures recom
mended by the Department of Defense. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Montgomery, Senator Greenleaf. 

Senator GREENLEAF. Madam President, for the continued 
security of our State and nation and for the benefit of the econ
omy of southeastern Pennsylvania, I seek an affirmative vote 
today on a resolution urging the President, the United States 
Congress, and the 2005 Base Realignment and Closure Commis
sion to maintain the Willow Grove Naval Air Station Joint Re
serve Base and reverse the recommendation for its closure. This 
facility has operated since 1943, and is the only base in the Com
monwealth that is home to the Navy, Air Force, Army, Marine, 
and National Guard units as one of just three bases in the nation 

that brings together all these branches of the Armed Forces for 
joint military operations. In addition, it has significant historical 
attributes in that much of aviation history was established at this 
base. 

Strategically located near all the major metropolitan and port 
areas in the northeastern United States, Willow Grove can deploy 
fighter jets immediately to the cities of Philadelphia, New York, 
Baltimore, and Washington, D.C. Home to the 111th Fighter 
Wing of the Pennsylvania National Guard and the 913th Airlift 
Wing of the Air Force Reserve, Willow Grove Naval Air Station 
is of critical importance to homeland defense. In addition to the 
significance to our national security, this base employs State 
residents from the counties of Berks, Bucks, Montgomery, Ches
ter, Delaware, and Philadelphia. 

Indeed, the closure of this base will cause the loss of $375 
million in annual economic activities and the loss of more than 
10,000 area jobs. These losses will cost the Commonwealth 
nearly $10 million a year in State and local revenues. Pennsylva
nia has been hit extremely hard by previous base closings, and 
should not have to suffer another great loss in the current round 
of base closings by the Department of Defense. With its sophisti
cated radar system, which is one of just four digital systems in 
the country, and its 8,000-foot runway, this facility is too valu
able to close. In fact, the costs of closing this base and loss of 
this strategic location far outweighs any perceived cost savings. 
We are in the midst of a war. Unfriendly nations around the 
globe are engaging in military expansion, and therefore I urge a 
"yes" vote on this resolution. 

Thank you. 
The PRESIDENT. Senator Greenleaf recommends that Senate 

Resolution No. 130 be recommended to the Department of De
fense to stop the base closure there since it serves the Navy, the 
Air Force, the Marines, and the Army National Guard. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, at this time I ask 
for a brief recess of the Senate for a meeting of the Committee on 
Rules and Executive Nominations. After the recess, we will have 
a vote on some items that will not be contested. I also ask the 
Members of the Republican Caucus to come over to the podium 
for about a 30-second caucus. 

The PRESIDENT. For the purpose of a meeting of the Com
mittee on Rules and Executive Nominations and a 30-second 
Republican caucus, without objection, the Senate will stand in 
brief recess. 

AFTER RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the 
Senate will come to order. 
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R E P O R T F R O M C O M M I T T E E ON 
RULES AND EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS 

Senator ROBBINS, from the Committee on Rules and Execu
tive Nominations, reported the following nomination made by 
His Excellency, the Governor of the Commonwealth, which was 
read by the Clerk as follows: 

JUDGE, COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, 
MONROE COUNTY 

May 25,2005 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Arthur L. Zulick, Esquire, 516 
Lindbergh Avenue, Stroudsburg 18360, Monroe County, Eighteenth 
Senatorial District, for appointment as Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas of Monroe County, to serve until the first Monday of January 
2006, vice The Honorable Mark P. Pazuhanich, resigned. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

NOMINATION LAID ON THE TABLE 

Senator ROBBINS. Madam President, I request that the nomi
nation just read by the Clerk be laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT. The nomination will be laid on the table. 

EXECUTIVE NOMINATION 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion was made by Senator ROBBINS, 
That the Senate do now resolve itself into Executive Session 

for the purpose of considering a certain nomination made by the 
Governor. 

Which was agreed to by voice vote. 

NOMINATION TAKEN FROM THE TABLE 

Senator ROBBINS. Madam President, I call from the table a 
certain nomination and ask for its consideration. 

The Clerk read the nomination as follows: 

JUDGE, COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, 
MONROE COUNTY 

May 25,2005 

To the Honorable, the Senate 
of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 

In conformity with law, I have the honor hereby to nominate for the 
advice and consent of the Senate, Arthur L. Zulick, Esquire, 516 
Lindbergh Avenue, Stroudsburg 18360, Monroe County, Eighteenth 
Senatorial District, for appointment as Judge of the Court of Common 
Pleas of Monroe County, to serve until the first Monday of January 
2006, vice The Honorable Mark P. Pazuhanich, resigned. 

EDWARD G. RENDELL 
Governor 

On the question, 
Will the Senate advise and consent to the nomination? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator ROBBINS and 
were as follows, viz 

YEA-50 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Browne 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fontana 
Fumo 
Gordner 

Greenleaf 
Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Musto 
O'Pake 
Orie 

Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Regola 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 
Thompson 

Tomlinson 
Vance 
Washington 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional two-thirds majority of all the Senators having 
voted "aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Governor be informed accordingly. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION RISES 

Senator ROBBINS. Madam President, I move that the Execu
tive Session do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 

Senators RHOADES, BRIGHTBILL, THOMPSON, D. 
WHITE, ERICKSON, FERLO, BOSCOLA, MUSTO, C. WIL
LIAMS, MELLOW, LEMMOND, ORIE, WONDERLING, 
RAFFERTY, KASUNIC, STACK, EARLL, STOUT, 
KITCHEN, WENGER, ARMSTRONG, PIPPY, COSTA, LO
GAN, TOMLINSON, FUMO, SCARNATI, LaVALLE, 
GREENLEAF, BROWNE, PILEGGI and WOZNIAK, by unani
mous consent, offered Senate Resolution No. 135 , entitled: 

A Resolution designating September 25, 2005, as "Unity Day" in 
Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Schuylkill, Senator Rhoades. 

Senator RHOADES. Madam President, I would like to submit 
the following comments for the record. Thank you. 

The PRESIDENT. Without objection, they will be spread 
upon the record. 

(The following prepared statement was made a part of the 
record at the request of the gentleman from Schuylkill, Senator 
RHOADES:) 
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Madam President, Article I, Section 1, of the Constitution of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania states that "All men are bom equally 
free and independent, and have certain inherent and indefeasible 
rights...." The Commonwealth should recognize the rights of Pennsylva
nia citizens to be free from discrimination based on race. 

This resolution designates a day to demonstrate and celebrate Penn
sylvanians' desire for a community of respect, harmony, and justice, and 
to show that racism is a betrayal of the most ftmdamental values of our 
religious and constitutional heritage. 

This resolution would designate September 25, 2005, as "Unity 
Day" in Pennsylvania for the purpose of recognizing the need to elimi
nate racism and to foster relations based upon community respect, har
mony, and justice in this Commonwealth. 

I ask my colleagues to give their unanimous support for this impor
tant resolution. 

Thank you. 

And the question recurring, , 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

Senators PICCOLA, ARMSTRONG, BOSCOLA, 
BRIGHTBILL, BROWNE, COSTA, EARLL, GREENLEAF, 
ORIE, PILEGGI, PIPPY, PUNT, WAUGH, D. WHITE, 
WONDERLING and WOZNIAK, by unanimous consent, of
fered Senate Resolution No. 136, entitled: 

A Resolution recognizing the Humane Society of the Harrisburg 
Area, Inc., in Pennsylvania, for its work. 

Which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote. 

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Robert An
drew Rice by Senator Armstrong. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Francis LaBuda by Senator Boscola. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Elwood H. 
Hippel, Jr., by Senator Conti. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ben Calcutta, 
Emmett O'Hare and to Gregory Thomas by Senator Costa. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Justin 
Milewski by Senator Earll. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to John 
McCloskey by Senator Ferlo. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to James M. 
Robinson by Senator Fontana. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Carol S. 
Deeter, Gloria A. Simons, Judith A. Heam, Mary Kathleen 
Fetterman, Alda Cahoon, Nancy J. Campbell, Paul M. Hartman, 
Reverend Monsignor Michael Fedorowich and to the citizens of 
Snyder County by Senator Gordner. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
John Settimio, Mr. and Mrs. Grandville Barnes, Mr. and Mrs. 
Orville Hoover, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Carbaugh, Mr. and Mrs. 
George Thatcher and to Frank Dunkle by Senator Jubelirer. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Joshua Pritts 
by Senator Kasunic. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Radcliffe 
Davis, Patrick Moran, Don Jose Stovall, Patricia Adams, Living 
Beyond Breast Cancer of Ardmore and to Jewels of Islam by 
Senator Kitchen. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Donna Elaine 
Pezzuolo by Senator LaValle. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Floyd Young 
by Senators Lemmond and Musto. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Larry Delo, Zachary Hollis, John Lechliter, Monroeville Fire 
Company 4 and to the Monroeville Senior Center by Senator 
Logan. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert E. Barbour, Mr. and Mrs. Antonio Santomarco, Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Ardell, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Fluck, Melissa Miller, 
Linda R. Dieffenbach, Thomas J. Treadwell, Geoffrey S. Arthur, 
Evelyn Griffis Neiley, Canton Junior/Senior High School Soft
ball Team, Wyalusing Valley Junior/Senior High School Softball 
Team and to the Blooming Grove Historical Society of Hepburn 
Township by Senator Madigan. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Dr. David J. 
Krauser and to Dr. Peter M. Nish by Senators Mellow and 
Musto. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Patricia A. 
Gregorio and to Joseph V. Pampanin by Senator Musto. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Wayne R. 
Miller by Senator Piccola. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Stephen Foldes, John Daniel McLaughlin III, Dylan Robert 
Holenstein and to Edith J. Huddle by Senator Pileggi. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Josephine M. 
Laird by Senators Pileggi and Erickson. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Deirdra E. 
Gross, Jeannette P. Thomas, Marion P. Lewis, Reverend Dr. 
Joseph Rychcik, Robert H. Epps, Jr., Triumph Baptist Church of 
Sewickley and to the First Baptist Church of Bridgeville by Sena
tor Pippy. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Robert E. 
Ames by Senator Rhoades. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Derek Hansen 
and to Sandi Price by Senator Scamati. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Sherman Au
gust Marker by Senator Stout. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to James 
Chynoweth and to King's Caterers of Bristol by Senator 
Tomlinson. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
William E. Burkholder, Mr. and Mrs. Gerald W Gilbert, Mr. and 
Mrs. George W. Lenker, Mr. and Mrs. Howard C. Long, Ray
mond E. Rhodes, Justin Michael Laughman and to Carol Archer 
by Senator Vance. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Michael 
Schiel, William F. Maney IV, Douglas Christopher Hess and to 
the United Zion Retirement Community of Lititz by Senator 
Wenger. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Corey Adam 
Glasgow by Senator D. White. 
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Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Bob Anderson, Matthew W. McCarrier, Bonnie L. Schoeppner 
and to Clarion Hospital by Senator M.J. White. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Lorraine Eliz
abeth Matthews by Senator A.H. Williams. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mary 
Schminsky by Senator C. Williams. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
George Setman, Jr., Virginia M. English, Easton Nursing Center 
and to Praxis Alzheimer's Facility of Easton by Senator 
Wonderling. 

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTIONS 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the 
late Robert T. Mininger by Senator Conti. 

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the 
late Dwight G. Lewis by Senator Madigan. 

Condolences of the Senate were extended to the family of the 
late Joshua D. Klinger by Senator Wonderling. 

BILLS ON FIRST CONSIDERATION 

Senator BROWNE. Madam President, I move that the Senate 
do now proceed to consideration of all bills reported from com
mittee for the first time at today's Session. 

The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 
The bills were as follows: 

SB 266, SB 384, SB 571, SB 639, SB 640, HB 859 and HB 
1180. 

And said bills having been considered for the first time, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for second consider

ation. 

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Northampton, Senator Boscola. 

Senator BOSCOLA. Madam President, last week the results 
of an independent statewide poll on Act 72 made major headlines 
across Pennsylvania, and big headlines like this one are good 
news for homeowners. It is good news because it shows that peo
ple want to decide. This Keystone Poll proved what some of us 
already knew, that 77 percent of Pennsylvanians want the voters 
to have the final say on Act 72, 77 percent. That is 8 out of 10 
people, 8 out of 10 people want to be able to vote on the property 
tax cuts contained in Act 72. 

Madam President, this confirms what I heard over and over 
again during the debate on Act 72, month after month. I heard 
from people on the street and young couples and retirees who 
attended various school board meetings. I heard it at the gym, 
and I heard it at the grocery store. Homeowners and hardworking 
taxpayers all told me the same thing. They want a choice, and 
they want to have a say on the school taxes that they pay. Maybe 
some people did not want to hear what the taxpayers were saying, 
but I heard them loud and clear. They want something done, and 

that is what the poll reflects. That is why I introduced a bill back 
in April that would empower the people who pay the bills. It 
would give homeowners a voice and a choice. It would also give 
taxpayers hope that they will receive the property tax relief they 
desperately need. 

Madam President, I believe that the Keystone Poll is a very 
accurate reflection of the people in my district and what they 
want. I knew it 2 months ago when I introduced Senate Bill No. 
572.1 know that many of my colleagues feel the same frustration 
that is reflected in those polling numbers, and it would be a dis
service to hardworking taxpayers for us to ignore them now when 
they need us the most. 

Madam President, I said it in April and I am going to say it 
again. This debate on Act 72 is not over until the voters get to 
have their say. This issue is not over until the voters say it is 
over. My legislation preserves all of the original deadlines 
spelled out in Act 72, and instead of adding to the complexity of 
Act 72, my bill keeps it very simple. It does one thing. It allows 
the voters to decide on Act 72 in November of 2005. But, 
Madam President, unless we act quickly, we will not be able to 
put this question on the November ballot. 

Now, I know I am just 1 Senator out of 50 in this Chamber, 
and if there is a better plan out there or another way to solve this, 
I am all for it. I am not saying that this bill that I introduced is the 
only solution, there are others out there, but I am going to intro
duce bill after bill after bill in this Chamber until something gets 
done, because the people need their tax relief and they need it 
now. Act 72 made progress, and it was a very good first step, but 
we need to take the next step and let the people decide. We must 
keep fighting to control school spending. Taxpayers know that 
when you spend too much, taxes go up, and you cannot cut prop
erty taxes unless you cut spending first. It is just that simple. 

Madam President, those who defend the status quo must not 
be allowed to have the final say on this issue. This debate is not 
over until the taxpayers have their say. So let us give them their 
say. Let us give the taxpayers a voice and let them use it to con
trol school spending. Let us do the right thing and trust them to 
do the right thing. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
The PRESIDENT. Thank you. Senator Boscola, for your peti

tion and comments on Senate Bill No. 572. 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I move that the 
Senate do now recess until Monday, June 20, 2005, at 2 p.m., 
Eastern Daylight Saving Time. 

The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 
The Senate recessed at 12:02 p.m., Eastern Daylight Saving 

Time. 


