
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31, 2004 

SESSION OF 2004 188TH OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY No.22 

SENATE 
WEDNESDAY, March 31,2004 

The Senate met at 11 a.m., Eastern Standard Time. 

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker 
Knoll) in the Chair. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Reverend ROBERT SIEBER, of First Baptist 
Church of Mifflintown, Mifflin, Pa., offered the following 
prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Heavenly Father, Creator of heaven and earth, once again we 

come to Your throne of grace today, thanking You for the many 
blessings which You bestow upon us. Father, Your love for this 
great Commonwealth, our nation, and her people can be seen in 
the untold riches that You have provided for each of us, and for 
this we pause and say thank You. 

Father, even when we see Your handiwork before us, too of
ten we see it as our own accomplishments, the results of our own 
hard work and effort, and when we do this, Father, we fail to give 
the credit where it belongs, to You. It is for this failure, Father, 
that we come this hour asking for Your forgiveness. 

Almighty God, we come to You this afternoon asking also that 
Your blessings and wisdom might be upon each Senator who has 
gathered here. Father, they have come to carry out the various 
duties that their elected office requires, and as such, we hold 
them up to You, asking that Your guidance be upon them as they 
consider each bill that will come before them. May these Sena
tors fiilly understand that as servants ofthe people, the decisions 
that they make here will impact each person who lives within this 
grand Commonwealth, and as such, Father, we ask that they con
sider their choices as they make them in the light of what is truth 
and right. 

Father, again we come to Your throne of grace, giving praise 
to Your holy name, and as we come to that throne of grace giving 
our praises, we ask that Your blessings and inspired wisdom 
would be poured upon this distinguished group here today as 
they begin work. May Your will be done in this Senate Chamber 
today, Father, and may we always remember to give You the 
praise. This we pray in Your matchless name. Amen. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair thanks Reverend Sieber, who is 
the guest today of Senator Corman. 

PLEDGE O F ALLEGIANCE 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those assembled.) 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Berks, Senator O'Pake. 

Senator O'PAKE. Madam President, I request legislative 
leaves for Senator Schwartz, Senator Stout, Senator Tartaglione, 
and Senator Fumo. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator O'Pake requests legislative leaves 
for Senator Schwartz, Senator Stout, Senator Tartaglione, and 
Senator Fumo. Without objection, the leaves will be granted. 

JOURNAL APPROVED 

The PRESIDENT. A quorum ofthe Senate being present, the 
Clerk will read the Journal ofthe preceding Session of March 30, 
2004. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the Journal of the preceding 
Session. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I move that further 
reading ofthe Journal be dispensed with and that the Journal be 
approved. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the motion? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator BRIGHTBILL 
and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-50 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Gordner 
Greenleaf 

Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Mowery 
Musto 
O'Pake 

Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 

Thompson 
Tomlinson 
Wagner 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A majority ofthe Senators having voted "aye," the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

The PRESIDENT. The Journal is approved. 
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SPECIAL ORDER O F BUSINESS 
GUESTS O F SENATOR NOAH W. W E N G E R 

PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lancaster, Senator Wenger. 

Senator WENGER. Madam President, I am always pleased to 
have guests from my senatorial district visit us here at the 
Capitol, and certainly today is no exception. In fact, it is a great 
pleasure for me to introduce to you today a group of 21 outstand
ing young ladies who possessed the determination, the commit
ment, and the athletic ability necessary to be true champions. The 
Conestoga Valley High School Girls' Volleyball Team, under the 
guidance and support of their head coach, Alan Kofroth; assistant 
coach, Jennifer Zwaska; athletic director, Kent Reigner; and 
superintendent. Dr. Gerald Huesken; were able to capture the 
2003 PIAA Class AAA Girls' Volleyball State Championship. 

Conestoga Valley High School has a rich history as a volley
ball powerhouse. The boys' team won the State championship in 
the early 1980s. This year's girls' team was able to continue the 
tradition of volleyball supremacy by again bringing home the 
State title. 

At this time, I want to congratulate the Buckskins for then-
outstanding season of 28 wins and only 3 losses, and for then-
victory over Pennsbury High School in the final game of the 
State championship. I know that your coaches, your parents, and 
your community are proud of your accomplishments, and I join 
them in my pride of your accomplishment, and I am pleased to 
introduce all of you to the Pennsylvania Senate. 

The PRESIDENT. Will all the students and coaches from the 
Conestoga Valley Girls' Volleyball Team please stand so we can 
give you a round of applause. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS O F SENATOR LISA M. 
BOSCOLA PRESENTED TO THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Northampton, Senator Boscola. 

Senator BOSCOLA. Madam President, I have a special guest 
in the gallery today who also happens to be very talented. Joining 
me today is Jarred Marlatt, along with his parents and brother. 
Jarred was recently honored for completing his high school grad
uation project by writing, directing, producing, and acting in his 
own school play, and he is a senior at Northampton High School. 
With him are his parents, Bonnie and Robert; his brother, Tyler; 
and Carol Ritter and Laurel Mikovits from the State PTA. I 
would like all the Members ofthe Senate to join in welcoming 
him. 

The PRESIDENT. Would the guests of Senator Boscola 
please rise so we can give you a warm welcome. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS O F SENATOR RICHARD A. 
KASUNIC PRESENTED T O THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Fayette, Senator Kasunic. 

Senator KASUNIC. Madam President, I do not have any 
guests here today, but I would like to congratulate the California 
University of Pennsylvania Lady Vulcans Basketball Team, who 
did bring home to Pennsylvania a national championship. 

(Applause.) 
Madam President, last weekend was very exciting, especially 

here in Pennsylvania and for all its basketball fans. From Hawk 
Hill in Philadelphia to the Cathedral of Learning in Pittsburgh, 
all eyes were fondly and proudly fixed on two of Pennsylvania's 
finest men's basketball teams, and for fans of ladies' basketball, 
the Penn State Lady Lions captivated us with their exciting 
march toward the gold in the NCAA tournament. Indeed, Penn
sylvania sports fans had a lot to cheer about this weekend, but if 
you were not following closely enough, you may have missed the 
State's most exciting basketball success story ofthe weekend. 
Who, many of you might ask? They are the California Lady 
Vulcans. I am talking about a State institution, the school of 
higher learning who won the Division II title game this weekend 
with a heart-stopping 75 to 72 victory over Drury College. Coach 
Darcie Vincent and her Lady Vulcans finished their champion
ship season with an astounding 35-1 record, the best in school 
history. 

Madam President, the game was televised on ESPN and 
played before nearly 3,000 cheering fans at Saint Joseph Civic 
Arena. Their special triumph is a feat for all of us to be proud of, 
indeed a stellar year where so many Pennsylvania schools 
brought so much excitement and gave us so much to be proud of. 
The Lady Vulcans stand proudly as Pennsylvania's only national 
champion. 

(Applause.) 

GUESTS O F SENATOR CONSTANCE H. 
WILLIAMS PRESENTED T O THE SENATE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentlewoman 
from Montgomery, Senator Connie Williams. 

Senator C. WILLIAMS. Madam President, during President 
Eisenhower's first term in office, on his first birthday in office, a 
number of his friends got together and gave him a present. The 
present was the creation ofthe Eisenhower Exchange Fellow
ships, a nonprofit organization which has been located in Phila
delphia ever since, and every spring it brings together emerging 
leaders from over 35 different countries around the world to 
spend 3 months in the United States talking to our leaders and 
opinion makers and making friends and taking them back to their 
countries. 

Today, I have the distinct privilege of introducing to you the 
members of the 2004 multinational program, the Eisenhower 
Exchange Fellowships, who are here today in Harrisburg to get 
a view of how our nation works on the State level. They are in 
the gallery, and I would like them to stand as I call their country 
so we can see where they are from. We have Fellows from Ar
gentina, Australia, Brazil, China, China Taiwan, Czech Republic, 
Egypt, European Union, Finland, Germany, Indonesia, Ireland, 
Jordan, Kenya, Korea, Mongolia, Netherlands, Nigeria, Peru, 
Philippines, Russia, Thailand, Turkey, and Uruguay. 

I ask the Senate to give them a fine welcome. 
The PRESIDENT. I would like to also ask them to rise. 
(Applause.) 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

The PRESIDENT. The Violet Oakley Cow is in the upper 
lobby outside the Lieutenant Governor's Office, which Senator 
Thompson's wife painted. She is a magnificent painter, and the 
painting above the rostrum, "Unity," is the subject. So, I hope all 
of you will take some time in the next month and tell him what a 
beautiful job his wife did on the big cow. 

CALENDAR 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS 
AMENDED, RECOMMITTED 

HB 1634 (Pr. No. 3599) ~ The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act providing for the capital budget for the fiscal year 2003-
2004, itemizing public improvement projects, furniture and equipment 
projects, transportation assistance projects, redevelopment assistance 
capital projects, flood control projects, Keystone Recreation, Park and 
Conservation Fund projects, Environmental Stewardship Fund projects, 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission projects, Tlie State Stores 
Fund current revenue projects, public highway projects. Motor License 
Fund projects, Manufacturer's Fund projects and State forestry bridge 
projects to be constructed or acquired or assisted by the Department of 
General Services, the Department of Community and Economic Devel
opment, the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, the 
Department of Environmental Protection, the Pennsylvania Fish and 
Boat Commission, Pennsylvania Game Commission and the Department 
of Transportation, together with their estimated financial costs; autho
rizing the incurring of debt without the approval ofthe electors for the 
purpose of financing the projects to be constructed or acquired or as
sisted by the Department of General Services, the Department of Com
munity and Economic Development, the Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources, the Department of Environmental Protection, 
the Department of Transportation, the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat 
Commission or the Pennsylvania Game Commission; stating the esti
mated useful life ofthe projects; making appropriations; and making 
related repeals. 

Upon motion of Senator BRIGHTBILL, and agreed to by 
voice vote, the bill was recommitted to the Committee on Appro
priations. 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I request a recess 
ofthe Senate for a Republican caucus to begin at 1 o'clock. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Brightbill requests a recess ofthe 
Senate for the purpose of a Republican caucus. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Lackawanna, Sena
tor Mellow. 

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, I request that the Dem
ocratic Members report to our caucus room at 1 o'clock this af
ternoon. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Mellow requests a Democratic 
caucus starting at 1 o'clock. 

Without objection, the Senate stands in recess. 

AFTER RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the 
Senate will come to order. 

CONSIDERATION O F CALENDAR RESUMED 

THIRD CONSIDERATION CALENDAR RESUMED 

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS 
AMENDED, AMENDED 

HB 1996 (Pr. No. 3600) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 62 (Procurement) ofthe Pennsylvania Con
solidated Statutes, defining "bundling a commodity sector"; adding 
provisions relating to commodity sector bundling; and further providing 
for guaranteed energy savings and contracts. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 

BRIGHTBILL AMENDMENT A0970 

Senator BRIGHTBILL offered the following amendment No. 
A0970: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 2, by striking out "DEFINING "BUN
DLING A COMMODITY SECTOR";" 

Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 109), page 3, line 7, by striking out "RE
VISED" and inserting: Finalized 

Amend Sec. 2 (Sec. 109), page 3, line 9, by striking out "RE
VISED" and inserting: finalized 

Amend Bill, page 10, line 19, by striking out all of said line and 
inserting: 

Section 5. The addition of 62 Pa.C.S. § 109 shall apply to any 
proposal for procurement of goods or services which would have the 
effect of "bundling a commodity sector," as defined in 62 Pa.C.S. § 103, 
and pursuant to which, on the effective date of this section, a contract 
has not been finally executed. 

Section 6. This act shall take effect as follows: 
(1) The amendment or addition of 62 Pa.C.S. §§ 3752, 3753, 

3754 and 3758 shall take effect in 60 days. 
(2) The remainder of this act shall take effect immediately. 

On the question. 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

MELLOW AMENDMENT A0973 TO 
AMENDMENT A0970 

Senator MELLOW offered the following amendment No. 
A0973 to amendment No. A0970: 

Amend Amendments, page 1, lines 1 through 20, by striking out all 
of said lines and inserting: 

Amend Title, page 1, lines 2 and 3, by striking out "DEFINING 
"BUNDLING A COMMODITY SECTOR"; ADDING PROVISIONS 
RELATING TO COMMODITY SECTOR BUILDING; AND" 

Amend Bill, page 1, lines 9 through 15; page 2, lines 1 through 30; 
page 3, lines 1 through 17, by striking out all of said lines on said pages 
and inserting: 

Section 1. Sections 3752, 3753 and 3754 of Title 62 ofthe Penn
sylvania Consolidated Statutes are amended to read: 
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Amend Sec. 4, page 10, line 11, by striking out "4" and inserting: 

Amend Sec. 5, page 10, line 19, by striking out "5" and inserting: 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to amendment A0973 to amendment 

A0970? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow. 

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, basically, my amend
ment to the amendment does two things/Number one, it strips 
away the amendment that was offered by Senator Brightbill; and 
secondly, it removes from House Bill No. 1996, starting on page 
1, section 1, line 9, through page 2, to line 15 on page 3. 

Madam President, when this amendment was given to us 
yesterday prior to the meeting ofthe Committee on Appropria
tions, it was given to us just a few moments before the meeting 
was to begin. We had no notice whatsoever that this amendment 
was coming. We were not given the courtesy of having a copy of 
the amendment so that we could have prepared appropriately 
prior to the committee meeting as to what some of our discus
sions and concerns may be. 

So, Madam President, with the insertion ofthe amendment 
to the amendment, at least it will give us the opportunity on the 
floor ofthe Senate to discuss some ofthe problems which we 
consider will take place with this particular proposal. Madam 
President, I realize tonight might be a late evening because there 
are things of great concern that we must discuss, so I will try to 
be just as brief as I possibly can in discussing the amendment. 

Basically, Madam President, what has taken place with re
gard to the administration through Secretary Cunningham, under 
the direction of Governor Rendell, was to come up with a way in 
which you could bundle purchases together for the purpose of 
trying to save money. Madam President, what happened was the 
Department of General Services came up with a proposal that has 
been supported and was put in place in a number of States 
throughout the United States that would call for bundling con
tracts for the purpose of saving the Commonwealth of Pennsylva
nia money. 

This particular proposal, as presented to us, in a 1-year pe
riod of time would save the Commonwealth over $100 million, 
if handled properly. To this date, Madam President, this proposal 
has saved the Commonwealth some $43 million. It saved the 
Commonwealth in the purchase of software and computers, and 
in the contract that was given out just recently for asphalt, it 
saved $2.4 million. It would save money on computer mainte
nance, office supplies, and copiers, and we can repeat this over 
and over. Basically, what happens is this: If you have a contract 
that will be given out to any particular group for the purpose of 
supplying equipment to the Commonwealth, they will be able to 
take contracts and bundle them together so that you have only 
one contract, and in doing so, you can save a tremendous amount 
of money. I mentioned asphalt, and it has been pointed out to us 
that in the asphalt contract, there were a significant number of 
contracts given. Most of them were given to people in Pennsylva
nia. For example, there were 73 vendors who were given the 
asphalt contract, 69 of which were from Pennsylvania. By bun
dling the contracts together on asphalt, there was a savings to the 
taxpayer ofthe Commonwealth of Pennsylvania of $2.4 million. 
Madam President, it goes on and on of what the savings were. 

This particular proposal, as advanced by the department, is 
the exact same proposal that was discussed and advocated by the 
IMPACCT Commission that was established by Governor Ridge 

back in 1995. The IMPACCT Commission bemoaned that in 
Pennsylvania "it takes too long to purchase needed goods and 
services." Madam President, the amendment we are trying to do 
away with delays the implementation of this program rather sig
nificantly. The part ofthe amendment that we will strip from the 
bill, the way the bill is currently constituted, is very clear on page 
2, line 24, where it says that before any contract or any RFP can 
be considered for a commodity, there must be a 120-day review 
period before the request for proposal. Once the 120 days is done 
away with, once we have visited the 120 days, on page 3, line 7, 
it says we must revisit the request no sooner than 30 days after 
the summary is made available to the public, which means 120 
days has lapsed, and the department shall publish a revised re
quest for a proposal in the Pennsylvania Bulletin. Then, there is 
another part that must take place. The department shall provide 
at least an additional 90 days from issuance of requests for pro
posals before it can actually be submitted. So what this bill says 
is that before any department, especially the department that 
would be in question here, under Secretary Cunningham, before 
the department can put out a proposal for the purchase of some 
type of goods, you must have 120 days, which is 4 months, fol
lowed by a 30-day period where there would be comment, plus 
90 days before the request for proposal could even be put out. 
That would be 240 days, or an 8-month period of time. The 
IMPACCT Commission established by Governor Ridge said that 
in Pennsylvania "it takes too long to purchase needed goods and 
service." And what they tried to do, under the previous adminis
tration, was to change the proposal, and for some reason that 
administration did not go along and carry out this procedure the 
way it should have been carried out for the purpose of saving 
money for the taxpayer of Pennsylvania. 

Now, Madam President, there are a number of newspapers 
throughout the State that have editorialized very strongly about 
the department and what it is doing. The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
said, "If government is to be run like a business, a favorite con
servative mantra, then government should seek the best prices it 
can for the taxpayer's dollar. And that's what the Rendell admin
istration is trying to do." The Scranton Times-Tribune said, 
quote, "Overall, the initiative is a sound means for the state gov
ernment to get as much mileage as possible from purchasing." 
The Reading Eagle said, quote, "Gov. Ed Rendell is making 
good on his promise to find ways to trim the budget," and basi
cally to run government as a business. We have heard over and 
over and over from people on both sides ofthe aisle that the only 
way that you can be responsible to your constituency and the 
only way you can save money is to try to run government like a 
business, and that is exactly what we are trying to do by allowing 
the department to use bundling of contracts for the purpose of 
making purchases in the Commonwealth. I realize full well, 
Madam President, that there are going to be those who are going 
to say that this hints small businesses in Pennsylvania. Madam 
President, nothing could be further from the truth. I think we 
have all received the information from the lobbyists for small 
businesses. I know that today many of us, or all of us in the Sen
ate, received an e-mail complaining about what this proposal 
would do and asking us to support the proposal that was ad
vanced through the Committee on Appropriations yesterday, as 
it currently is in House Bill No. 1996. But, Madam President, if 
we want to save the taxpayer money, if we want to refine the 
purchasing contracts in Pennsylvania, if we want to cut down on 
the amount of time that it takes to make the purchases in Pennsyl
vania, then we do not want nor do we need the amendment that 
was put in by the Committee on Appropriations, and therefore 
the amendment to the amendment that I have offered will do 
away with that. 
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Madam President, a news release that was put out just re
cently in the State of Florida on March 5, 2004, based on the 
exact same proposal that they now have advocated and have 
advanced in the State of Florida says that their primary responsi
bility in cutting the State's cost of doing business is that every 
dime that they can save on pens, pencils, paper clips is another 
dime that can go toward education, health care, and the environ
ment. When the savings are realized throughout State govern
ment, those dimes add up to millions of dollars real quickly. It is 
the same thing in Florida, it is the same thing in New York, it is 
the same thing in Texas, it is the same thing in New Jersey, it is 
the same thing in West Virginia, it is the same thing in any State 
that is prepared to streamline their purchases for the purpose of 
saving the Pennsylvania taxpayer money. All we are trying to do 
through the activities of the department, advocated by the 
Rendell administration, is to try to be more prudent in our pur
chases to save the taxpayers of Pennsylvania money. By doing 
that, Madam President, we can put more money into education 
and health care and into the environment. 

Madam President, this is an issue of extreme importance. It 
is an issue that I am afraid may fall based on partisan votes right 
here in the Senate. I am not sure what will take place, if in fact it 
fails here in the Senate or what will take place in the House of 
Representatives if in fact they consider it. Maybe they will strip 
this particular aspect out ofthe bill and then send the bill back to 
us without this particular aspect in it, but if we are truthful to 
what we say back in our districts, that we want to streamline 
government, then we do not want nor do we need this amend
ment, because this amendment is not going to streamline govern
ment, this amendment is going to delay the possibilities of mak
ing prudent purchases at the right time and at the right cost. It is 
also going to delay for a 240-day period of time, or 8 months, the 
opportunity for the department to bundle all of these things to
gether for the purpose of trying to save the taxpayer in Pennsyl
vania money. 

Madam President, it is being done in Florida, it is under con
sideration now by the new administration in California, it was 
done in the State of Virginia, it was done in the State of Illinois, 
and there is absolutely no reason why it should not be done in the 
State of Pennsylvania, because just a few months ago we in
creased the taxes ofthe people ofthe Commonwealth. Hopefully, 
in the next several weeks we are going to deal with the tax reform 
legislation to try to give the property owner a reduction in taxes 
in Pennsylvania. Madam President, by expediting contracts and 
by bundling contracts, this saves money that we can use for edu
cation, as I said before, health care, the environment, and for 
taking care of some ofthe problems within our county govern
ments. 

Madam President, I ask for an affirmative vote on my 
amendment to Senator Brightbill's amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, basically, the 
difference here is not on the goals or objectives ofthe Governor, 
and we do appreciate his goals and objectives and we actually 
share those goals and objectives. Senator Mellow references 
running government like a business, and that is exactly what we 
are suggesting should happen here. First off, we must remember 
that the existing suppliers are small businesses in Pennsylvania, 
and they very well may be small businesses in places like 
Scranton or Reading, and so forth and so on. It is clear to me, 
based on newspaper editorials that he read, that none of those 
small businesses are newspapers, but these are small businesses 
that have been providing goods or services to the Commonwealth 
for years. What we asked the Secretary ofthe department to do 

was simply to move more slowly, to move with a deliberate pro
cess, and to provide the small businesses the opportunities either 
to have some input into the process or at least to form some co
alitions on how to deal with it. For example, one ofthe recent 
proposals, I think, gives businesses 10 days to respond. Well, 10 
days is not enough time, so all we are doing is trying to provide 
a level, stable playing field for small businesses. We are not try
ing to stop the process. On the contrary, we applaud the Gover
nor for moving forward with this initiative. 

One ofthe things that I noticed here is that people say I am 
from the government and I know more, and now we have a lot of 
new people in State government, it happens every 8 years, and 
these new people come in from the outside and suddenly they 
know more than everybody else. They have been newly ap
pointed and they get to be arrogant, and they do not want to listen 
to the people who have been working with this for years, to just 
simply get some input to see how we can work this through to 
make a better system that is cheaper for the taxpayers. We think 
that can be accomplished, but we do not think it can be accom
plished that quickly. The fact that we need to move this in legis
lation simply says that the Secretary was not willing to come 
forward, Madam President, and just simply work it out. We indi
cated to the Secretary that we think the direction is right, we 
think the speed is wrong. We are willing to work with him. All 
he had to do was say, okay, let us talk about it, let us work it 
through, let us come up with something because your constituents 
are my constitutents, and we were willing to do that. That did not 
work, Madam President, so now we have to resort to passing a 
law. I ask for a negative vote on the amendment to the amend
ment. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow. 

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, first, I would like to 
say that trying to work things through in an effort of compromise 
is not giving the amendment to the Democratic Members ofthe 
Senate about 8 minutes prior to the amendment being considered 
on a bill in the Committee on Appropriations. 

Secondly, I was kind of happy that Senator Brightbill con
ceded the next election by saying this happens every 8 years, but 
I would like to inform him that most ofthe people in this admin
istration are not new. Most ofthe people in this administration 
are the same people who were in the last administration and the 
same ones who commented on Governor Ridge's IMPACCT 
Commission. It is really the same people doing the same thing. 
The individual ahead ofthe department may not be the same, but 
all of those people underneath him are the same individuals who 
have been here. In most cases, they are career employees, but 
certainly, they have been here over the past 8 years. 

Madam President, I wonder if we were speaking to a Cham
ber of Commerce group or to Pennsylvanians for Effective Gov
ernment or to the Business Roundtable and told them that in busi
ness 10 days is not enough for a contractor or for a business to 
decide whether, in fact, they wanted to put a bid in on a particu
lar item. I wonder if we were carrying on this conversation before 
that same business entity and we told them that by enacting bun
dling of purchases, that they could save $100 million, do you 
think those people would say we do not want to save $ 100 mil
lion, we want to continue things as they are, the status quo? 
Madam President, it is very, very clear, very clear that this is an 
effort on the part of the administration to save the taxpayer 
money. The Governor is trying to overhaul the way the State 
buys goods and services, and by this amendment, the Republican 
Majority in the Senate is trying to derail that overhaul. 

Now, Madam President, let me tell you about Pennsylvania 
businesses. Let us look at small businesses in Pennsylvania. Cur-



1572 LEGISLATIVE JOURNAL — SENATE MARCH 31, 

rently, small businesses in Pennsylvania, and there are approxi
mately 27,000 of them, 68 percent of these companies sold goods 
to the State last year. Of those 68 percent, the annual sale of 
small businesses to the State was $1,000 annually. Obviously, 
these small businesses are not dependent upon the State busi
nesses and upon our $100 million to stay in business and to save 
money. Madam President, one ofthe examples, and I think the 
examples are very clear, and I hope that people would approach 
this the best that they can, with an open mind, one ofthe ways 
that we can save money from vendors is departments, for exam
ple, buying simple things such as paper clips and Post-it Notes 
from 20 different vendors at full price. By bundling our office 
supply contract, Madam President, we can save $9.5 million per 
year just by doing that. We cannot do it if you have to wait 8 
months before you can bundle a contract, you have to do it now. 
This is a principle that not one individual with any kind of a busi
ness background would ever subscribe to in the free market in the 
business sector. It would be reprehensible if a business entity did 
this. The fiduciary responsibility placed on those employees that 
would bring this about, the board of directors would be let go 
immediately if they did not treat that private business in a proper 
fashion, and nothing is any different with treating State business, 
because each one of us have made speeches back in our district 
when we said over and over that we must treat State government 
the way we treat business. It is the tax dollar that has to be pro
tected, not squandered and wasted. This will give us an opportu
nity to put our rhetoric back in our districts in focus right here 
and reflect that in a vote. 

Madam President, one other thing, when we talk about what 
has happened with large companies, recently the State will save 
$ 15 million over the next 4 years when a vendor was awarded a 
contract through competitive bidding on computers. There were 
four large companies involved in that contract, not that small 
mom and pop company that has been sold as the business you are 
trying to protect, Dell, Hewlett-Packard, IBM, and Gateway. By 
going through this type of bidding, we are able to save the tax
payer of Pennsylvania $15 million per year during a 4-year pe
riod of time, or $60 million. That is all we are asking for. Give 
us the opportunity to save the taxpayer money so maybe we will 
not have to ask for a vote to increase taxes as the economy con
tinues in its downturn. That is all we are asking for. So, a vote on 
the amendment that I have offered is nothing more than giving 
the department the opportunity to continue its bundling of con
tracts so that we can give the contract to the lowest vendor, the 
lowest supplier, to save the Commonwealth money. 

So, quite simply, if you vote for the amendment the way I 
have offered it, you are voting to save the taxpayer of Pennsylva
nia $100 million a year. If you are voting against the amendment, 
you want to continue the status quo as being advocated by my 
friend, the Republican leader of the Senate, you basically are 
voting to increase the cost ofthe Pennsylvania taxpayer by $100 
million, and I do not think that is what any of us in this Chamber 
took the oath of office to do. 

I once again ask for a positive vote on my amendment. 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I ask for a legisla
tive leave for Senator Lemmond. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Brightbill requests a legislative 
leave for Senator Lemmond. Without objection, it will be 
granted. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to amendment A0973 to amendment 

A0970? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator MELLOW and 
were as follows, viz: 

YEA-21 

Boscola 
Costa 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Hughes 
Kasunic 

Armstrong 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Gordner 

Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Logan 
Mellow 
Musto 

Greenleaf 
Jubelirer 
Lemmond 
Madigan 
Mowery 
Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 

O'Pake 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 
Wagner 

NAY-29 

Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Thompson 
Tomlinson 

Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wozniak 

Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Wonderling 

Less than a majority ofthe Senators having voted "aye," the 
question was determined in the negative. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to amendment A0970? 

LEGISLATIVE LEAVE 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I ask for a legisla
tive leave for Senator Conti. 

The PRESIDENT. Without objection, the leave will be 
granted. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to amendment A0970? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator BRIGHTBILL 
and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-29 

Armstrong 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Gordner 

Boscola 
Costa 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Hughes 
Kasunic 

Greenleaf 
Jubelirer 
Lemmond 
Madigan 
Mowery 
Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 

Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Logan 
Mellow 
Musto 

Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Thompson 
Tomlinson 

NAY-21 

O'Pake 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 
Wagner 

Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Wonderling 

Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wozniak 
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A majority ofthe Senators having voted "aye," the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration, as 

amended? 

MELLOW AMENDMENT A0983 

Senator MELLOW offered the following amendment No. 
A0983: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 2, by inserting after "Statutes,": further 
providing for application of certain procurement provisions; 

Amend Title, page 1, line 2, by inserting after "SECTOR";": further 
defining "Commonwealth agency"; 

Amend Bill, page 1, lines 9 and 10, by striking out all of said lines 
and inserting: 

Section 1. Section 102(c) of Title 62 ofthe Pennsylvania Consoli
dated Statutes is amended to read: 
§ 102. Application of part. 

He * * 

(c) Application to General Assembly and unified judicial sys-
tem.-[The] 

(1) Except as set forth in paragraph (2), the General Assembly 
and its agencies and the unified judicial system and its agencies 
may use the department as its purchasing agency for the purchase 
of supplies under this part and may use the department to dispose 
of surplus supplies under Chapter 15 (relating to supply manage
ment). 

(2) The Senate shall use the department as its purchasing 
agency for the purchase of supplies under this part and shall use the 
department to dispose of surplus supplies under Chapter 15. 
He * * 

Section 2. The definition of "Commonwealth agency" in section 
103 of Title 62 is amended and the section is amended by adding a 
definition to read: 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 103), page 2, by inserting between lines 16 and 
17: 

"Commonwealth agency." Includes: 
(1) An executive agency[, an]. 
(2) An independent agency [or a]̂  
(3) A State-affiliated entity. 
(4) The Senate. 

He * * 

Amend Sec. 2, page 2, line 17, by striking out "2" and inserting: 3 
Amend Sec. 3, page 3, line 16, by striking out "3" and inserting: 4 
Amend Sec. 4, page 10, line 11, by striking out "4" and inserting: 

5 
Amend Sec. 5, page 10, line 19, by striking out "5" and inserting: 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow. 

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, the amendment that I 
just offered is a very simple amendment. Currently, the opera
tions of the Senate say that we may use the department as its 
purchasing agent for the purchase of supplies. It has been stated 
by the Majority Leader ofthe Senate how important his amend
ment is for the Commonwealth so that we can educate people 
who come in with new administrations and so that we can also 
establish a procedure for small business to participate in the sys
tem. Well, Madam President, the amendment that I am offering 

here on behalf of my Democratic colleagues is very simple. It 
says the Senate shall use the department as its purchasing agent 
for the purpose of supplies under this part and shall use the de
partment for the disposal of surplus supplies under Chapter 15, 
which basically means that if it is good for the entire Common
wealth and the taxpayers of the Commonwealth, we certainly 
then should establish those procedures for the operation ofthe 
Senate. So, if this is the right procedure that was just voted upon 
in a partisan vote that should take place for the departments of 
the Commonwealth, there is no reason why it should not take 
place in the administration ofthe Senate. So basically, what our 
amendment is saying is that we should use the same procedure, 
we should use the same procurement code for the purchase of 
materials and supplies and whatever we purchase for the Senate 
as must be used for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, based 
on the amendment that was just introduced and passed by Sena
tor Brightbill. 

Again, Madam President, I ask for a roll-call vote and an affir
mative vote on the amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I would just simply 
ask for a "no" vote. The law currently is that the General Assem
bly may use the department as its purchasing agency, and what 
this amendment would do is require that the Senate shall use the 
department as its purchasing agency. We have checked with the 
Chief Clerk, Mr. Faber, who I note is elected every 2 years and 
I think has been elected unanimously, and he informs us that we 
do use the agencies, but sometimes we are able to use the agency 
price as a beginning or starting point on a negotiation so that we 
can actually get a better price than what the Commonwealth has 
been able to buy. So, we have confidence in Mr. Faber and his 
ability to wisely use the law, and we do not think that this is nec
essary and therefore I ask for a negative vote. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow. 

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, just a couple things to 
further the discussion on the issue. First of all, for Members who 
have only been here for a few short years, when I served as Presi
dent pro tempore, I was the one who went after Russ Faber to 
work for the Senate because he is a true professional, a certified 
public accountant, and I thought he would do the right thing by 
the Members ofthe Senate, and we still very strongly support 
him and believe that he is doing the right thing. Maybe, Madam 
President, we are trying to make his job a little easier. Maybe we 
would like to take some ofthe competition away that comes from 
the Senate that Mr. Faber has to worry about. Madam President, 
I would have to believe that if Russ Faber had the opportunity of 
bundling contracts for the purpose of purchasing supplies and 
equipment for the Members ofthe Senate, that we would save 
substantial amounts of money. There is not any question in my 
mind, because that is a savings that will take place with the Com
monwealth, and I do not understand what the reluctance would 
be on the part ofthe Majority party for allowing the Chief Clerk 
to do this once again for the purpose not only of saving the Sen
ate money, but more importantly, it is not Senate money, it is the 
taxpayers' money, it is the money ofthe people ofthe Common
wealth that we are saving, and that is the interest that we should 
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be protecting, without question, and by saying the Senate shall 
use the department as its purchasing agent we are guaranteeing 
that. By saying that the Senate may use the department, once 
again we are establishing ourselves as an elite group of individu
als above the dictates ofthe taxpayer of Pennsylvania, above the 
interest of what every department must adhere to, and we are 
saying we are not going to address those issues when it comes to 
the spending ofthe Senate, but it is appropriate to address those 
issues when it comes to the spending of the departments that 
come under the Governor. I think it is wrong, I think it is inap
propriate, I think by bundling the contracts that the Senate has to 
deal with would be the appropriate thing to do. It would give us 
the opportunity to save money and put us in the right direction as 
fiduciary people who represent 240,000 constituents right here 
in the Senate of Pennsylvania. 

Now, if my Republican colleagues do not think that is a pru
dent thing to do and they do not want to mandate that we save 
money, then obviously, they should vote against the amendment. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator MELLOW and 
were as follows, viz: 

YEA-21 

Boscola 
Costa 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Hughes 
Kasunic 

Armstrong 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Gordner 

Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Logan 
Mellow 
Musto 

Greenleaf 
Jubelirer 
Lemmond 
Madigan 
Mowery 
Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 

O'Pake 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 
Wagner 

NAY-29 

Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Thompson 
Tomlinson 

Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wozniak 

Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Wonderling 

Less than a majority ofthe Senators having voted "aye," the 
question was determined in the negative. 

Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILL AMENDED 

SB 305 (Pr. No. 1380) ~ The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) ofthe Pennsylvania Consoli
dated Statutes, requiring compliance with Federal selective service 
requirements as part of application for learners' permits or drivers' li
censes. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Senator MELLOW offered the following amendment No. 

A0962: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 2, by striking out "selective service" and 
inserting: Selective Service 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1521), page 1, line 9, by striking out "selective 
service" and inserting: Selective Service 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1521), page 1, line 10, by striking out "Any" 
and inserting: In order to assure that any 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1521), page 1, line 12, by striking out "any" 
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1521), page 1, lines 14 and 15, by striking out 

"must be registered OR CONSENT TO REGISTRATION in compli
ance with" and inserting: must comply with 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1521), page 2, lines 2 and 3, by striking out 
"selective service system" and inserting: Selective Service System 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1521), page 2, line 16, by striking out "SE
LECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM," and inserting: Selective Service Sys
tem, 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1521), page 2, line 18, by striking out all of 
said line and inserting: 

(d) Reporting of information-
(1) The department shall forward 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1521), page 2, line 19, by striking out "selec
tive service system" and inserting: Selective Service System 

Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1521), page 2, line 22, by striking out "subsec
tion (a)." and inserting: the Military Selective Service Act. 

(2) Within 60 days of forwarding the information to the Selec
tive Service System pursuant to paragraph (1), the department shall 
notify the applicant in writing that the information has been so 
forwarded. This paragraph shall not apply if the cost is not reim
bursed as set forth under subsection (e). 
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1521), page 2, line 23, by striking out "SEEK" 

and inserting: obtain 
Amend Sec. 1 (Sec. 1521), page 2, line 24, by striking out all of 

said line and inserting: it incurs under this section from the Selective 
Service System. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 
It was agreed to. 
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its 

order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

SB 689 — Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 799 (Pr. No. 1316) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act providing for the responsibilities ofthe Pennsylvania State 
Police regarding criminal history background reports for persons partic
ipating in harness or horse racing. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

Armstrong 
Boscola 

Hughes 
Jubelirer 

YEA-50 

Orie 
Piccola 

Thompson 
Tomlinson 
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Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Gordner 
Greenleaf 

Kasunic 
Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Mowery 
Musto 
O'Pake 

Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 

Wagner 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary ofthe Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

BILL AMENDED 

HB 2027 (Pr. No. 3287) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of May 24, 1945 (P.L.991, No.385), 
known as the Urban Redevelopment Law, further providing for appoint
ment and qualifications of members of authority. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the bill on third consideration? 
Senator MELLOW, on behalf of Senator WOZNIAK, offered 

the following amendment No. A0882: 

Amend Title, page 1, line 24, by removing the period after "author
ity" and inserting: and for powers of authority. 

Amend Bill, page 2, by inserting between lines 14 and 15: 
Section 2. Section 9 ofthe act is amended by adding a clause to 

read: 
Section 9. Powers of an Authority.-An Authority shall constitute 

a public body, corporate and politic, exercising public powers of the 
Commonwealth as an agency thereof, which powers shall include all 
powers necessary or appropriate to carry out and effectuate the purposes 
and provisions of this act, including the following powers in addition to 
those herein otherwise granted: 

* * * 
(cc) To own or operate facilities providing water, sewer, steam, 

electric or natural gas services to persons or businesses located within 
a redevelopment area and surrounding areas. Such services shall be 
under the same authority and subject to the same conditions and limita
tions that apply to municipal authorities under 53 Pa.C.S. Ch. 56 (relat
ing to municipal authorities). 

Amend Sec. 2, page 2, line 15, by striking out "2" and inserting: 3 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 
It was agreed to. 
Without objection, the bill, as amended, was passed over in its 

order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILL OVER IN ORDER 

HB 2330 - Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

SECOND CONSIDERATION CALENDAR 

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS 
AMENDED OVER IN ORDER 

SB 276 — Without objection, the bill was passed over in its 
order at the request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILLS REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS 
AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

HB 794 (Pr. No. 3575) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 29, 1953 (P.L.304, No.66), known 
as the Vital Statistics Law of 1953, further providing for the issuance of 
birth certificates to foreign bom children who have become United 
States citizens. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation. 

SB 871 (Pr. No. 1505) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 22 (Detectives and Private Police) ofthe 
Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, further providing for appointment 
by nonprofit corporations; providing for humane society police officers' 
appointment, qualifications, authority and discipline; conferring powers 
and duties on the Department of Agriculture; providing for search war
rants; establishing the State Board of Humane Society Police Officers 
and the Humane Society Police Officer Training and Education Ac
count; and making a related repeal. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation. 

SB 977 (Pr. No. 1496) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of December 3, 1998 (RL.946, No.125), 
known as the Forest Lands Beautification Act, further providing for 
funding for the Forest Lands Beautification Restricted Account. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation, 

HB 1809 (Pr. No. 3576) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act providing for a commercial manure hauler and broker cer
tification program; and establishing requirements. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation. 
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BILLS OVER IN ORDER 

HB 304, HB 434 and HB 652 - Without objection, the bills 
were passed over in their order at the request of Senator 
BRIGHTBILL. 

BILL ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

SB 679 (Pr. No. 1437) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of April 14, 1972 (P.L.233, No.64), 
known as The Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act, 
prohibiting possession or transporting of liquefied ammonia gas under 
certain circumstances; prohibiting possession of certain precursors and 
chemicals used in the manufacture of controlled substances; and impos
ing duties and responsibilities relating to clandestine drug laboratories 
upon the Pennsylvania State Police. 

Considered the second time and agreed to, 
Ordered, To be printed on the Calendar for third consider

ation. 

BILLS OVER IN ORDER 

HB 832, SB 978, SB 985, SB 1004, SB 1005, SB 1032, SB 
1039, SB 1047, HB 1438, HB 1926, HB 1993 and HB 2083 -
Without objection, the bills were passed over in their order at the 
request of Senator BRIGHTBILL. 

BILLS REREFERRED 

HB 2128 (Pr. No. 3290) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No. 14), 
known as the Public School Code of 1949, further providing for regula
tion of expelled students; establishing the Emergency Basic Education 
Subsidy Fund; and providing for basic education subsidy continuation 
funding. 

Upon motion of Senator BRIGHTBILL, and agreed to by 
voice vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropri
ations. 

HB 2447 (Pr. No. 3259) -- The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act amending the act of June 22, 1931 (P.L.594, No.203), re
ferred to as the Township State Highway Law, adding a road, Logan 
Township, Blair County, to the State highway system. 

Upon motion of Senator BRIGHTBILL, and agreed to by 
voice vote, the bill was rereferred to the Committee on Appropri
ations. 

SPECIAL ORDER O F BUSINESS 
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No. 1 

BILL REREPORTED FROM COMMITTEE AS 
AMENDED ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 

AND FINAL PASSAGE 

HB 1996 (Pr. No. 3619) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 62 (Procurement) ofthe Pennsylvania Con
solidated Statutes, adding provisions relating to commodity sector bun
dling; and further providing for guaranteed energy savings and con
tracts. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question. 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow. 

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, obviously, I rise to 
speak against the final passage of House Bill No. 1996, not be
cause ofthe original purpose ofthe bill, because I believe the 
original purpose ofthe bill as it came from the House of Repre
sentatives was a very good, sound proposal, but the addition of 
the amendment that has been offered on the floor ofthe Senate, 
which will deprive the department from coming up with bundling 
contracts, I think, has made a good bill a very bad bill for the 
taxpayer of Pennsylvania because ofthe tremendous cost to the 
people of Pennsylvania, based on the amendment that was put in. 

Madam President, I would like to refer to, if I can, a news 
release that was put out on February 6,2003, some 2 weeks after 
Governor Rendell was sworn in as Governor of Pennsylvania, 
and obviously just several weeks after the previous administra
tion of Governor Ridge and Governor Schweiker left office. 
Madam President, in the period of time covered in the news re
lease, there were abusive and excessive purchases from June 16, 
2001, to June 15,2002, a 1-year period of time. Those abusive 
and excessive purchases over that period of time cost the Penn
sylvania taxpayer $3.64 million. That means because of abuse of 
purchases, the Pennsylvania taxpayer spent over $3.6 million that 
they did not have to spend. Those figures were given to us by 
Auditor General Bob Casey, and they are not attributable to the 
Rendell administration, but in fact, are attributable to the depart
ments under the previous administration of Tom Ridge and Mr. 
Schweiker. 

Madam President, there are a number of things that should be 
pointed out in that particular news release. First of all, there is 
$87,000 worth of questionable expenditures with food and cater
ing bills through credit cards, and I realize that this procurement 
legislation would not affect that. Madam President, there was 
over $28,000 spent by PennDOT on embroidery of clothing. 
During a 1-year period of time there was embroidery put on vari
ous types of shirts and polo shirts, another $14,000 was spent on 
patches that were embroidered with PennDOT logos. There were 
some fancy expenditures, too, during that period of time, and 
once again that was by PennDOT during the period of June of 
2001 to June of 2002, prior to the election of Governor Rendell. 
There was over $20,000 spent on executive perks such as en
graved brass and leather business card holders and zippered port
folios, and other types of things. Then, in a 1-year period of time, 
money to L.L. Bean Adventures, and the last time I looked, L.L. 
Bean was not a small business located in Pennsylvania. There 
was an extensive amount of money spent at L.L. Bean for tote 
bags, lunch bags, shopping bags, vinyl 6-pack cooler bags-I 
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wonder why-ahd even beach bags. For gifts and novelties, 
$58,000 was spent during that 1-year period of time on frivolous 
novelties and various types of gifts that included alarm clocks, 
party mugs, and other things. Included in that $58,000 were rub
ber ducks, like this one that is in my hand right here, Madam 
President, at the expense of the taxpayer of Pennsylvania of 
$58,000. 

Madam President, it gets a lot worse. It continues to go on 
and on and on. The expenditure, which Lieutenant Governor 
Schweiker said only represented 2 1/2 percent ofthe annual pur
chases, we spent more than $3.64 million in excess expenditures. 
If we had that $3.6 million, we could have funded a number of 
things. We could have had State funding for food banks in Alle
gheny, Beaver, Butler, Fayette, Greene, Washington, Armstrong, 
and Westmoreland Counties. We could have had 24 Read to 
Succeed grants, Madam President. We could have had 1,820 
family caregivers given reimbursements of up to $2,000 for each 
family taking care of the elderly. Madam President, we could 
have had low-income women screened for breast cancer, and we 
could have given additional money to our senior citizen centers. 
But, Madam President, what I believe is the most egregious part 
ofthe funding ofthe expenditures, and it is obvious by the com
munication taking place on the other side ofthe aisle that no one 
is interested in saving money or they would be participating in 
this discussion, is that a review of 41 vendors uncovered at least 
$252,000 questionable expenditures. Among those questionable 
expenditures was $500 in public fimds on a giant pair of ceremo
nial scissors. Madam President, here are the ceremonial scissors 
that were used at the cost of $500, spent by the Department of 
Transportation from 2001 to 2002. 

Madam President, if we had the opportunity of implementing 
the program of Secretary Cunningham, through the Department 
of General Services, of bundled purchasing and putting contracts 
together, if we give him the opportunity to properly implement 
that program, these particular types of things will not take place, 
because you will not have 41 vendors that are spending money 
and giving things to the State at the cost ofthe taxpayer in a very 
frivolous manner. Madam President, the rubber duck that you 
might see floating down the river-it does not matter, there is no 
interest on that side to establish the procurement code and try to 
save the taxpayer money. But, I really want to point out that we 
are on a slippery slope, we are not protecting the interests ofthe 
taxpayer of Commonwealth, we are squandering money here this 
evening, purely and simply, I believe, for political purposes. This 
is money that was in the Governor's budget, it was a savings of 
$100 million that was on the balance sheet ofthe Governor's 
budget, a budget that we just passed in December and once again 
will be projected in the new fiscal year that comes up in 2004-05. 

Madam President, for a number of these reasons and because 
it is not the right thing to do, and finally, even if it is the right 
thing to do, because we will not include the expenditures ofthe 
Senate under the same provisions as the expenditures ofthe de
partments ofthe Commonwealth, I ask for a negative vote. 

And the question recurring, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-29 

Armstrong 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Gordner 

Boscola 
Costa 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Hughes 
Kasunic 

Greenleaf 
Jubelirer 
Lemmond 
Madigan 
Mowery 
Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 

Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Logan 
Mellow 
Musto 

Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Thompson 
Tomlinson 

NAY-21 

O'Pake 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 
Wagner 

Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Wonderling 

Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wozniak 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary ofthe Senate return said bill to 
the House of Representatives with information that the Senate 
has passed the same with amendments in which concurrence of 
the House is requested. 

SPECIAL ORDER O F BUSINESS 
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No. 2 

BILL ON THIRD CONSIDERATION 
AND FINAL PASSAGE 

SB 305 (Pr. No. 1513) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 75 (Vehicles) ofthe Pennsylvania Consoli
dated Statutes, requiring compliance with Federal Selective Service 
requirements as part of application for learners' permits or drivers' li
censes. 

Considered the third time and agreed to, 
And the amendments made thereto having been printed as 

required by the Constitution, 

On the question, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
York, Senator Waugh. 

Senator WAUGH. Madam President, I stand today to ask for 
support from Members for Senate Bill No. 305. This proposal 
would link registration with the Selective Service System to 
driver's license acquisition in the Commonwealth. It would pro
vide a means for young men who are required by Federal law to 
register with the Selective Service System to do so by signing 
their driver's license application form. Specific data from the 
driver's license application would then be transferred electroni
cally from PennDOT to the Selective Service System data man
agement center in order to accomplish and complete the registra
tion. 
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This proposal is important, especially in an era when our na
tion has not utilized the military draft for over 30 years, and as 
far as we know has no plans to do that, but there is an increas
ingly higher number, in fact, close to 15 percent ofthe young 
men who are required today to register in the State of Pennsylva
nia currently fail to do so to fulfill this federally mandated obli
gation. So, this proposal would help ensure a more equitable 
system, because die current shortfall places those who have regis
tered in greater jeopardy. Additionally, and just as importantly, 
young men who fail to register risk the loss of many benefits, 
including Federal student financial aid, Federal employment 
opportunities, citizenship, if in fact they are not a citizen today, 
and Federal job training program enrollment. Furthermore, al
though nomegistrants have not recently been prosecuted, failure 
to register is a felony offense in the United States, with a poten
tial fine of up to $250,000, or a 5-year prison sentence. 

To be clear, Madam President, this proposal seeks to provide 
a system that will allow the young men of Pennsylvania to fulfill 
the Selective Service registration requirements more easily in 
order to provide them protections that will allow them access to 
important programs and avoid violation of current Federal law. 
As of February 5 of this year, 32 other States, 2 territories, and 
the District of Columbia all have driver's license laws that sup
port Selective Service System registration, such as the one we are 
dealing with here this evening. We, too, should now provide this 
protection for the young men in Pennsylvania. 

Thank you very much, Madam President. 

And the question recurring, 
Shall the bill pass finally? 

The yeas and nays were taken agreeably to the provisions of 
the Constitution and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-47 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Fumo 
Gordner 
Greenleaf 

Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Mowery 
Musto 
O'Pake 
Orie 

Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 

Thompson 
Tomlinson 
Wagner 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

Ferlo Hughes 

NAY-3 

Kitchen 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary ofthe Senate present said bill to 
the House of Representatives for concurrence. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, my understanding 
is that there is a proposed amendment on one ofthe resolutions, 
but the Democrats have not had a chance to review it, so at this 
time we will not take those up. 

Would the Members ofthe Republican Caucus come over to 
the podium for about a 1-minute discussion. 

The PRESIDENT. Without objection, the Senate will stand at 
ease. 

(The Senate was at ease.) 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I ask for a recess 
ofthe Senate, and we expect to return about 8 p.m. My under
standing is that the legislation that we are waiting for has not as 
yet been sent over from the House of Representatives, so we will 
simply take a break and let the Members get something to eat. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Berks, Senator O'Pake. 

Senator O'PAKE. Madam President, I agree with the recess 
until 8 p.m. 

The PRESIDENT. Senator Brightbill requests a recess until 
8 p.m., and Senator O'Pake agrees with that. Without objection, 
the Senate stands in recess. 

AFTER RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the 
Senate will come to order. 

HOUSE MESSAGES 

SENATE BILLS RETURNED WITH AMENDMENTS 

The Clerk of the House of Representatives returned to the 
Senate SB 10, SB 319 and SB 1026 with the information the 
House has passed the same with amendments in which the con
currence ofthe Senate is requested. 

The PRESIDENT. Pursuant to Senate Rule XIV, section 5, 
these bills will be referred to the Committee on Rules and Execu
tive Nominations. 

RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, at this time I ask 
for a 5-minute recess for the purpose of a meeting ofthe Com
mittee on Rules and Executive Nominations, which will begin 
immediately in the Rules room to the rear ofthe Chamber. 

The PRESIDENT. Without objection, the Senate stands in 
recess. 

AFTER RECESS 

The PRESIDENT. The time of recess having expired, the 
Senate will come to order. 
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BILLS REPORTED F R O M COMMITTEE 

Senator BRIGHTBILL, from the Committee on Rules and 
Executive Nominations, reported the following bills: 

SB 10 (Pr. No. 1515) (Rereported) (Concurrence) 

An Act amending Title 12 (Commerce and Trade) ofthe Pennsylva
nia Consolidated Statutes, providing for the Infrastructure and Facilities 
Improvement Program; and making a related repeal. 

SB 1026 (Pr. No. 1514) (Rereported) (Concurrence) 

An Act amending Title 64 (Public Authorities and Quasi-Public 
Corporations) ofthe Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for 
economic development financing; further providing for money appropri
ated to the Department of Community and Economic Development for 
the Base Retention and Conversion Pennsylvania Action Committee; 
making a related repeal; and making an editorial change. 

SPECIAL ORDER O F BUSINESS 
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No. 3 

SENATE CONCURS IN HOUSE AMENDMENTS 

SB 10 (Pr. No. 1515) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation of the bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 12 (Commerce and Trade) ofthe Pennsylva
nia Consolidated Statutes, providing for the Infrastructure and Facilities 
Improvement Program; and making a related repeal. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate concur in the amendments made by the House 

to Senate Bill No. 10? 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I move that the 
Senate do concur in the amendments made by the House to Sen
ate Bill No. 10. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the motion? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator BRIGHTBILL 
and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-50 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Gordner 
Greenleaf 

Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Mowery 
Musto 
O'Pake 

Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 

Thompson 
Tomlinson 
Wagner 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary ofthe Senate inform the House of 
Representatives accordingly. 

SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
SUPPLEMENTAL CALENDAR No. 4 

SENATE CONCURS IN HOUSE AMENDMENTS 

SB 1026 (Pr. No. 1514) - The Senate proceeded to consider
ation ofthe bill, entitled: 

An Act amending Title 64 (Public Authorities and Quasi-Public 
Corporations) ofthe Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, providing for 
economic development financing; further providing for money appropri
ated to the Department of Community and Economic Development for 
the Base Retention and Conversion Pennsylvania Action Committee; 
making a related repeal; and making an editorial change. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate concur in the amendments made by the House 

to Senate Bill No. 1026? 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I move that the 
Senate do concur in the amendments made by the House to Sen
ate Bill No. 1026. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the motion? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Franklin, Senator Punt. 

Senator PUNT. Madam President, I stand tonight to urge all 
Members of the Senate to support the House amendments as 
approved in Senate Bill No. 1026. Senate Bill No. 1026 is a fis
cally responsible plan that will provide targeted, affordable, and 
timely funding for local economic development and infrastruc
ture projects that are crucial to business location and expansion. 
It will also encourage job growth and expansion in high-tech and 
biotech industries, as well as in agriculture and tourism. Addi
tionally, we have language included which deals with the upcom
ing Base Realignment And Closure Commission which, in turn, 
will develop a statewide strategy in an attempt to protect all 12 
of our military bases in Pennsylvania. The program consists of 
numerous components. The First Industries Program provides 
$150 million in loans, grants, and loan guarantees for projects 
related to tourism and agriculture, $300 million in business cen
ter sites to prepare industrial business sites for future develop
ment, and another $150 million in building Pennsylvania to pro
vide loans to fimd managers for investment in real estate projects, 
industrial, commercial, technology, and multi-use. We have $50 
million included in our second-stage loan program, which will 
provide loan guarantees to commercial lending institutions and 
make loans to life sciences, advanced technology, or manufactur
ing businesses between 2 and 7 years old. We have $60 million 
to provide loans to venture capital partnerships for investment in 
Pennsylvania-related companies under the new Pennsylvania 
Venture Capital Investment Program. These programs contained 
in Senate Bill No. 1026 will enhance what we have aheady 
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passed and approved: the Keystone Innovation Zone Program, 
the Elm Street Program, the Small Business First Program, the 
MELF, or Machinery and Equipment Loan Fund Program, in 
addition to the upcoming ballot issue on the primary ballot deal
ing with $250 million in bonds for sewer and water system im
provements to support economic development projects. 

Madam President, 14 months ago we began the effort of nego
tiating with the administration to bring about a reasonable, fo
cused, targeted economic development program. After 14 
months, we have indeed accomplished that. I want to thank Gov
ernor Rendell and the administration, Senator LaValle and his 
staff, and I would like to recognize several people on our side of 
the aisle who have been literally living this for hundreds and 
hundreds of hours during the last 14 months, and I want to thank 
my director ofthe Senate Committee on Community and Eco
nomic Development, Cathy Cresswell, on our side ofthe aisle, 
Steve Tuckey, Dave Hess, and Erik Ameson. All together, all 
have worked hard. We initially saw over a $2 billion bond issue 
that the Governor had proposed. Today, it is focused, it is tar
geted, totaling $1,135 billion, and it targets those dollars where 
they need to be where we can realize the best and most effective 
economic development enhancement that we can. I thank every
one in the Senate, and I strongly encourage a positive vote. 

Thank you. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Beaver, Senator LaValle. 
Senator LaVALLE. Madam President, just very briefly, I am 

proud to have served as the prime sponsor of Senate Bill No. 
1026, which, of course, is the end result of a bipartisan effort of 
all four Caucuses in the House and Senate and Governor 
Rendell's administration to advance an economic stimulus pro
gram that will be of great benefit to this Commonwealth. I know 
an enormous amount of time and effort was put forth in crafting 
this economic stimulus package, and I would be remiss not to 
note and credit the work ofthe four Caucus leaders, the Commit
tee on Appropriations, the Committee on Community and Eco
nomic Development, the Governor's Office, and the Department 
of Community and Economic Development, especially Secretary 
Yablonsky, and their respective staffs. And last, but certainly not 
least, I want to thank and give special credit and note to my 
counterpart, the Majority chairman ofthe Senate Committee on 
Community and Economic Development, Senator Punt, for his 
leadership and contribution that he and his fine staff have put 
forth in this effort. 

Madam President, while there are certainly many occasions 
when those of us here in this Chamber have witnessed divisive 
political positions and issues, all of our districts and constituen
cies stand to benefit from Senate Bill No. 1026. The business of 
stimulating and building the economy of our State and respective 
districts is probably the most important thing we as elected offi
cials can do. The benefits are enormous, and when we are suc
cessful, it makes the lives of our constituents as well as our own 
that much better. Providing job opportunities and full employ
ment for our constituents is a top priority for all of us. A thriving 
economy allows us to broaden our tax base, while enhancing tax 
revenues to provide needed services. It allows us to be more 
competitive with other States by reducing the tax load for busi
ness and individuals. While we all work to grow our districts 

economically with new businesses, what is good for my district, 
Beaver and Lawrence Counties, is good for the entire State. As 
Governor Rendell correctly noted during his campaign, we 
looked at ourselves as one State and one Pennsylvania. With this 
package, I am confident that we will move forward in that vein, 
Madam President, and I know there will be an unanimous vote on 
this proposal. It is my hope that the level of cooperation experi
enced on this issue will continue over the next few months. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Lancaster, Senator Armstrong. 
Senator ARMSTRONG. Madam President, sometimes I agree 

with the Governor and sometimes I do not. On this particular 
issue I stand four-square with him because I believe he is defi
nitely on the right track. In Pennsylvania, our jobs are changing. 
Jobs during a slowdown used to be transferred to maybe North 
Dakota or North Carolina, but jobs are no longer going to North 
Carolina or North Dakota, they are going East. They are going to 
Korea, China, Malaysia, and our manufacturing base is shrinking. 
In the 1960s almost 40 percent of the jobs in the United States 
had something to do with manufacturing. Now, we are lucky if it 
is doubledigits. We are we just over double digits as far as jobs 
associated with manufacturing. It is a new economy, and we need 
new types of jobs. This package will address that. There are risks 
and the Governor is taking some risks, but to me the biggest risk 
is doing absolutely nothing. 

Just to show you one example of what has happened recently 
in my own district, we are putting in a small stadium for profes
sional baseball. It is a $24 million baseball stadium for which 
$10 million was infused by the State. So far, we have $55 million 
worth of development on the books already, and they are project
ing $268 million worth of development in the area of four or five 
blocks around the stadium. This shows you what can happen. We 
just announced the other day a small boutique hotel is putting in 
a $5 million facility. Real estate prices in Lancaster and that area 
have shot up dramatically. So, it just shows you when things like 
this happen, the impact it can have in a community, and I 
strongly urge all of us to support Senate Bill No. 1026. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Berks, Senator O'Pake. 
Senator O'PAKE. Madam President, in about 2 hours we will 

be celebrating April Fool's Day, and the voters of Pennsylvania, 
I am sure, will be happy to know that this is not an April Fool's 
joke. Finally, bipartisanship has prevailed and we will have the 
economic stimulus package essentially the way the Governor 
proposed it, downscaled a little bit, but I commend the leadership 
on both sides, and I commend the leadership of our Governor for 
this legislation which will kick-start Pennsylvania's economy and 
reverse the downward slide that has cost too many Pennsylvani
ans their jobs. 

This, of course, was first advanced by Governor Rendell upon 
taking office over a year ago. This is about breaking the back of 
the status quo in Pennsylvania. It is about lighting a fire under 
Pennsylvania's economic engine. It is about investing in business 
development, turning blight to bright in our communities and 
creating new jobs and new opportunities for Pennsylvanians. It 
is a turning point in this administration, and I congratulate the 
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Governor and his leadership and I thank the leaders on both sides 
ofthe aisle for coming together and getting it on the Governor's 
desk so it can be signed maybe on April Fool's Day. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 
Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I would like to 

echo the comments that have been made, particularly about the 
people who did a lot of work on this, including Senator Punt, 
who did an outstanding job as the chairman of our committee. I 
would like to pay particular reference to a lawyer who works on 
our staff by the name of Steve Tuckey. He did a lot ofthe draft
ing and a lot of the negotiating for our Caucus. I particularly 
appreciate Steve's work on Senate Bill No. 10, because during 
the Schweiker administration, he was given the job in the Gover
nor's Office of kiboshing the concept that is set forth in Senate 
Bill No. 10, and now that he works for the Majority Leader, he 
was able to do a 180 and become a strong advocate for the con
cept. So, Steve has really proven himself to be a very capable 
individual, and I do thank him. With that, Madam President, I 
simply ask for an affirmative vote. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Ferlo. 

Senator FERLO. Madam President, I will speak briefly, since 
the hour is late and we have been here a long day, struggling with 
this issue. Again, I want to echo the comments made earlier by 
all of our colleagues and thank the leadership of the House and 
Senate on both sides ofthe aisle for their spirited cooperation 
and their movement and support for this very important eco
nomic stimulus package. But, to be quite honest, no one is more 
deserving of a thank you than the Governor for the leadership 
that he displayed, not only in running for the elective office of 
Governor, but since he arrived here at the Capitol, I think he has 
been dogged in his determination to see this economic stimulus 
package brought to fruition, so I am very pleased and honored to 
be a voter and supporter this evening of Governor Rendell's lead
ership expressed in Senate Bill No. 1026. 

Senator Punt gave a good outline ofthe important aspects of 
this economic stimulus package, and I hope that we will use this 
tonight and the bipartisanship that we demonstrated this evening 
to really work cooperatively with the leadership and the Gover
nor on the two other aspects of this important pyramid, not only 
the economic development stimulus package, but the Governor's 
vision and hope for a goal of realizing needed revenue from the 
approval of slots and gaming across the State and its intended 
purpose and benefit of assisting with meaningful property tax 
relief and reform. 

So, I hope that we can build on the success tonight, but I, for 
one, want to thank the Governor because he has crisscrossed the 
State, he has gone to every one ofthe 67 counties, he has gone to 
big cities and small towns all around our Commonwealth to push 
for this package, and I just believe that we should give him sup
port and due credit this evening. In campaigning, I heard him 
oftentimes use the phrase that we can sit on our hands or we can 
roll up our sleeves to get a job done, and I am very honored and 
pleased to be supportive of this package today. Equally impor
tant, I think we should all give a resounding show of support for 

the leadership that Governor Rendell himself has shown in the 
development and approval of this package. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Lackawanna, Senator Mellow. 
Senator MELLOW. Madam President, like some of our previ

ous speakers, I would like to make a few acknowledgments and 
congratulate some individuals for working very hard in getting 
this accomplished. First, I would like to thank and congratulate 
Mark McKillop from our staff who, along with the rest of our 
legal staff on the Democratic side ofthe Senate, did an outstand
ing job in bringing this issue to the forefront. I also want to thank 
Randy Albright from Senator Fumo's staff, because working 
together they formed a great duo that supported the interest of 
our Caucus and then delivered to our Caucus on a weekly basis 
the status of exactly what was taking place. 

Madam President, I also would like to try for just one moment 
or two to express and explain where we were and where we are 
going. Sometimes, if you do not realize where you have come 
from, you will never realize where you want to go. Madam Presi
dent, over the past 20 years, this country of ours has had the 
greatest period of economic growth that it has ever shared, that 
is the other 49 States in the United States and not necessarily in 
Pennsylvania, because during the same period of time, Madam 
President, we have lost economic growth. During the 1990s, 
under the previous administration of Bill Clinton and Al Gore, 
we had the greatest period of prosperity ever during the last 6 
years of that administration than we have ever had in the history 
ofthe United States, and Pennsylvania, to a certain point, bene
fitted from that tremendous amount of growth. But in benefitting 
from that growth, we lagged far behind our bordering States of 
New York, New Jersey, Ohio, Connecticut, Virginia, and Mary
land. We did not come anywhere near the kind of growth those 
States had. Pennsylvania, since the proclaimed end ofthe reces
sion in 2001, has lost 20,400 jobs, and the median wage has de
clined by 4.1 percent since the first half of the year 2002. Madam 
President, between December of 2002 and July of 2003,124,904 
people left Pennsylvania's work force. That is the third-largest 
7-month decline since the data became available in 1970. Since 
the proclaimed end ofthe recession by the Federal government, 
in Pennsylvania we have lost 62,000 manufacturing jobs. That 
means there were 62,000 people working in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania in the manufacturing industry, and they had fam
ily-sustaining positions and family-sustaining salaries and they do 
not have those jobs today. In 2001, the fraction of Pennsylvania 
workers affected by mass layoffs was 1 1/2 times the national 
average. So, Madam President, if we do not know where we 
were, we will not know where we are going. If it were not for the 
vision, and some people may not want to hear this, but if it were 
not for the vision of Governor Rendell, we would not be standing 
before you at a quarter-after 10 on a Wednesday evening hailing 
the economic stimulus package which, by and large, for the past 
15 months has been considered, but roadblock after roadblock 
has been put up against the passage of this proposal. 

So, Madam President, I want to say to the Governor and to the 
Governor's staff and to the Secretary ofthe Department of Com
munity and Economic Development, Secretary Yablonsky, that 
if it were not for their perseverance and their understanding and 
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for their daily push, we would not be here tonight proclaiming 
victory on a bipartisan basis for a package that has long been 
coming. Basically, to whom are we saying thank you tonight and 
for what reason? Maybe, Madam President, we are saying thank 
you for the proper reason to the next generation of Pennsylvani
ans who are going to benefit from this proposal. We are looking 
at approximately $2 billion worth of bonds, and when you invest 
that with the private investment, we could easily have $6 billion 
worth of projects working in Pennsylvania in the next several 
years. And what does that mean? It means Pennsylvanians will be 
going back to work in manufacturing jobs, in family-sustaining 
positions, Madam President. This is the first time that there has 
been any major attempt on the part of any administration to stem 
the flow ofthe exit of jobs out of Pennsylvania, to stem the flow 
ofthe closing down of manufacturing jobs in Pennsylvania, and 
for the first time to try to recreate an economy that is going to 
make Pennsylvania proud and that is going to put people back to 
work in Pennsylvania. 

Madam President, for too long we have had the opportunity 
to educate our young people. We have a great system of higher 
education. We actually have a great system of secondary educa
tion and primary education, and our system of higher education 
is second to none. What we would traditionally do was educate 
Pennsylvanians and then there were no jobs for them in this great 
State of ours. So, we would use our resources to bring about their 
education, they would hone their talents and refine their educa
tion, and then that individual would go to another State and look 
for job opportunities somewhere other than Pennsylvania. Unfor
tunately, we have taken our greatest natural resource, our young 
people, and we have exported them into other States because of 
the lack of job opportunities. 

So I congratulate Governor Rendell. I congratulate his admin
istration and the Lieutenant Governor for doing an outstanding 
job in bringing to the people of Pennsylvania a stimulus package, 
if put in place properly like it has now been legislated, will work 
for the people of Pennsylvania and will put Pennsylvanians back 
to work doing the things they want to do, paying the taxes they 
will be paying, and being able to raise their families right here in 
this great Commonwealth. 

Madam President, obviously, I ask for an affirmative vote, but 
equally as important, I want to thank the Lieutenant Governor 
and the administration for doing such a great job in shepherding 
this and making sure we got to this place this evening. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to the motion? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator BRIGHTBILL 
and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-50 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Costa 
Dent 
Earll 

Hughes 
Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 

Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 

Thompson 
Tomlinson 
Wagner 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 

Erickson 
Ferlo 
Fumo 
Gordner 
Greenleaf 

Mellow 
Mowery 
Musto 
O'Pake 

Scamati 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 
Tartaglione 

Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-0 

A constitutional majority of all the Senators having voted 
"aye," the question was determined in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the Secretary ofthe Senate inform the House of 
Representatives accordingly. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED 

Senators ORIE, KUKOVICH, MOWERY, EARLL, STOUT, 
BRIGHTBILL, WAGNER, M. WHITE, GORDNER, THOMP
SON, WENGER, TARTAGLIONE, LOGAN, FUMO, MEL
LOW, BOSCOLA, ERICKSON, PILEGGI, STACK, 
WONDERLING, LEMMOND, OTAKE, DENT, RAFFERTY, 
COSTA, CORMAN, SCHWARTZ, FERLO, KASUNIC, D. 
WHITE, PIPPY, ARMSTRONG, CONTI, TOMLINSON, 
KITCHEN, RHOADES and GREENLEAF, by unanimous con
sent, offered Senate Resolution No. 230, entitled: 

A Resolution designating the month of April 2004 as "Child Abuse 
Prevention Month" in Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

(The following remarks were made apart ofthe record at the 
request ofthe gentlewoman from Allegheny, Senator ORIE:) 

I rise today to introduce several resolutions. I will, however, confine 
my remarks to two: Child Abuse Awareness Month and Alcohol Aware
ness Month. 

Each year, two million children are victimized by child abuse. 
Abuse knows no boundaries, it crosses racial, economic, and geographic 
lines. Abuse does not only subject a child to physical pain, which no 
child should endure, it also creates psychological pain that may manifest 
itself in the present while the abuse is ongoing. It may manifest itself in 
the future in the form of criminal behavior, drug and alcohol abuse, and 
lasting physical effects. 

Abuse can be prevented, and someday, let us hope, eliminated, just 
as we have all but eliminated some diseases that have beset human 
beings. One way to reduce the incidence is to teach parents alternative 
behaviors - parents leam those alternatives; children, too, leam the 
alternatives along with their parents - thus breaking a cycle of behavior 
that children carried into adulthood, that of abusing their own children. 

When you return to your offices today, you will all have received 
a blue ribbon pin, provided by Parents Anonymous, that pin symbol
izes the occurrence of abuse. More important, however, it symbolizes 
hope, hope that abuse is preventable. 

I would ask that you wear the pins during the month of April to 
demonstrate your commitment to the hope of a brighter future for our 
children, a future free of abuse, a future free ofthe aftermaths of abuse. 

I introduced the second resolution, Alcohol Awareness Month, to 
draw attention to the incidence of alcohol aibuse among our children. 
Alcohol is a factor in deaths among our young persons 10 to 24 years 
of age, because it contributes to motor vehicle crashes, unintentional 
injuries, homicides, and suicides. 

There are currently 9.7 million young people, aged 12 to 20 years, 
in the United States. Children are drinking earlier and are more likely 
to develop dependence as a result. This is abuse, not only of alcohol, 
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but ofthe child. We are finding ways to prevent this kind of abuse, and 
we are still working on and looking for more. Drawing attention to its 
incidence among our young people and the bleak future they face as a 
result of early consumption of alcohol will give us the impetus to do 
more, faster. The alternative of doing nothing will allow our young 
people's futures to be diminished by this form of abuse. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

Senators ORIE, D. WHITE, BRIGHTBILL, STOUT, WAG
NER, ARMSTRONG, KITCHEN, CONTI, ERICKSON, 
EARLL, TARTAGLIONE, THOMPSON, DENT, OTAKE, 
LOGAN, FERLO, RAFFERTY, M. WHITE, WENGER, 
COSTA, PIPPY, TOMLINSON, CORMAN, LEMMOND, 
RHOADES, WONDERLING, STACK GREENLEAF and 
MOWERY, by unanimous consent, offered Senate Resolution 
No. 231, entitled: 

A Resolution designating April 6, 2004, as "Tartan Day" in Penn
sylvania. 

Which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote. 

Senators ORIE, KITCHEN, TARTAGLIONE, MUSTO, 
THOMPSON, M. WHITE, ERICKSON, LOGAN, CONTI, 
OTAKE, PILEGGI, D. WHITE, SCHWARTZ, COSTA, 
WOZNIAK, BRIGHTBILL, DENT, MOWERY, WAGNER, 
BOSCOLA, TOMLINSON, GREENLEAF, PIPPY, 
ARMSTRONG, KASUNIC, FUMO, RHOADES, RAFFERTY 
and LaVALLE, by unanimous consent, offered Senate Resolu
tion No. 232, entitled: 

A Resolution designating the month of April 2004 as "Alcohol 
Awareness Month" in Pennsylvania. 

Which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote. 

Senators STACK, WOZNIAK, TARTAGLIONE, 
ERICKSON, KUKOVICH, THOMPSON, FERLO, LOGAN, 
OTAKE, ORIE, WAGNER, COSTA, D. WHITE, STOUT, 
BRIGHTBILL, EARLL, CORMAN, GREENLEAF, RAFFER
TY, CONTI, ARMSTRONG, FUMO, KASUNIC, MOWERY, 
RHOADES, WENGER, KITCHEN and SCHWARTZ, by unani
mous consent, offered Senate Resolution No. 233, entitled: 

A Resolution designating the week of April 2 through 9, 2004, as 
"Sleep Awareness Week" and April 14, 2004, as "Sleep Apnea Aware
ness Day" in Pennsylvania. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Philadelphia, Senator Stack. 

Senator STACK. Madam President, this resolution designates 
the week of April 2 through April 9 as Sleep Awareness Week, 
and April 14 as Sleep Apnea Awareness Day in Pennsylvania, 

Sleep apnea is a serious, potentially life-threatening breathing 
disorder. The good news is that this affliction is usually treatable. 
Unfortunately, the overwhelming number of those who suffer 
from sleep apnea are not getting treatment. If left untreated, sleep 
apnea often leads to a variety of health problems, including de
pression, hypertension, heart attack, and stroke. There are also 
public safety issues. Sleep apnea results in sleep deprivation, and 
tired drivers who fall asleep at the wheel are a danger to all of us. 
Sleep apnea and other sleep disorders claim many casualties. 
Nationally, sleep disorders, sleep deprivation, and excessive 
daytime sleepiness affect between 50 and 70 million Americans. 
This widespread inability to get a good night's sleep adds $15 
billion to our national health care bill, while costing businesses 
an estimated $50 billion in lost productivity. Affected persons are 
not the only ones who remain in the dark about sleep apnea and 
other similar disorders. Studies have concluded that the general 
public, policymakers, even primary care physicians, lack basic 
knowledge about sleep apnea. The obvious answer is an aggres
sive campaign of awareness and education. 

In April, many organizers in Pennsylvania will host informa
tional seminars to supply all of us with important information 
about sleep disorders and their impact on our society. I strongly 
recommend that anyone who has a sleep disorder or knows some
one else who has one should take the necessary steps to become 
more informed about sleep apnea and other related disorders. I 
ask my colleagues to unanimously support this resolution and 
join in the campaign to promote awareness and treatment of sleep 
disorders. 

Thank you, Madam President. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
A voice vote having been taken, the question was determined 

in the affirmative. 

Senator MOWERY, by unanimous consent, offered Senate 
Resolution No. 234, entitled: 

A Resolution designating the month of April 2004 as "Volunteer 
Month" in Pennsylvania. 

Which was read, considered, and adopted by voice vote. 

CONSIDERATION O F CALENDAR RESUMED 

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 212, CALLED UP, 
AMENDED, ADOPTED 

Senator BRIGHTBILL, without objection, called up from 
page 6 ofthe Calendar, Senate Resolution No. 212, entitled: 

A Resolution directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Com
mittee to undertake an expanded study of the Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Development Fund. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution? 
Senator ORIE offered the following amendment No. A0984: 
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Amend Resolution, page 1, lines 1 through 18; page 2, lines 1 
through 30; page 3, lines 1 through 6, by striking out all of said lines on 
said pages and inserting: 

Directing the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to under
take an expanded study ofthe Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pitts
burgh. 

WHEREAS, By Pittsburgh City Council Resolution Number 963 
effective December 21, 1994, the Pittsburgh City Council approved a 
cooperation agreement with the Urban Redevelopment Authority of 
Pittsburgh and authorized the Urban Redevelopment Authority to issue 
taxable bonds netting approximately $60 million; and 

WHEREAS, The cooperation agreement authorized the City of 
Pittsburgh to irrevocably divert a portion of its receipts from a 1% sales, 
use and hotel excise tax within Allegheny County to repay such taxable 
bonds over a period of 20 years; and 

WHEREAS, The House of Representatives passed House Resolu
tion No. 471 of 2003 directing a study ofthe Pittsburgh Development 
Fund which contains the above funds; and 

WHEREAS, The House Resolution granted the Legislative Budget 
and Finance Committee access to all financial data relating to the past 
and current administration and operation ofthe Urban Redevelopment 
Authority of Pittsburgh; and 

WHEREAS, The City of Pittsburgh is facing budget and financial 
difficulties which necessitate an examination of the use of revenues 
intended for the city, as well as practices regarding spending, borrow
ing, investing and the like, which go beyond solely the Pittsburgh De
velopment Fund itself; and 

WHEREAS, Authorities such as the Urban Redevelopment Author
ity are clearly an integral part ofthe City of Pittsburgh's overall finan
cial picture because assets, employees and revenues are transferred by 
and between the city and its authorities on a routine basis; therefore be 
it 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee 
expand its current examination ofthe Urban Redevelopment Authority 
to address practices and fiscal policies ofthe authority as they relate to 
the City of Pittsburgh's current fiscal situation; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee 
continue to have access to all financial data relating to the past and 
current administration and operation ofthe Urban Redevelopment Au
thority of Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Development Fund; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee 
shall examine all aspects of the past and current administration and 
operation ofthe Urban Redevelopment Authority of Pittsburgh, in light 
ofthe City of Pittsburgh's current fiscal situation, including, but not 
limited to, the Pittsburgh Development Fund's establishment and fund
ing and any and all leases, subleases and contracts for professional 
services and consulting, and sales and purchases of assets entered into 
by the Urban Redevelopment Authority; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee 
shall prepare an analysis detailing past and current use of funds, past 
and current bond obligations and past and current programs and pro
gram requirements; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee 
shall examine and report on the fiscal practices employed by the City 
and its Urban Redevelopment Authority and how those practices have 
contributed to the current fiscal situation, and how such practices may 
be altered to assist in alleviating that current fiscal situation, which may 
include, but shall not be limited to, a proposal for the potential sale or 
transfer of portions ofthe portfolio ofthe Urban Redevelopment Au
thority of Pittsburgh relating to the Pittsburgh Development Fund; and 
be it flirther 

RESOLVED, That the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee 
shall issue a report on its findings and recommendations to the Senate 
no later than June 30, 2004. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Allegheny, Senator Costa. 

Senator COSTA. Madam President, as I understand this 
amendment, after reading through it briefly, it asks that the Leg
islative Budget and Finance Committee expand its review ofthe 
Pittsburgh Urban Redevelopment Authority's Development Fund. 
The report that currently exists based upon a House Resolution, 
I believe, which the Legislative Budget and Finance Committee 
has already put into place and has already begun working on, is 
expected to be reported out very soon. In fact, I think today was 
the deadline, but my understanding is they may not be reporting 
it for another couple of weeks. 

Madam President, I rise in opposition to this amendment only 
because ofthe fact that we have a number of entities now looking 
at the finances ofthe city of Pittsburgh, one of which is the over
sight council, and we passed legislation here several months ago 
that clearly instructs the oversight council to, in fact, look at the 
authorities in the city of Pittsburgh. Madam President, just last 
week we passed other legislation, a House bill that requires the 
controller ofthe city of Pittsburgh to look at the authorities and 
look at the impact ofthe authorities and post their findings on the 
World Wide Web. Madam President, we also have in place now 
an Act 47 coordinator in the city of Pittsburgh who is now re
viewing the city of Pittsburgh's finances. 

I oppose this amendment simply because ofthe fact that, A, 
we have a report that will be released shortly and, B, we have 
two other entities now looking into the finances ofthe city of 
Pittsburgh, as well as looking at the authorities, and I just do not 
know when we are going to stop trying to find ways to look un
der the different rocks in the city of Pittsburgh. A lot of good 
individuals are working very clearly on this issue and they are not 
trying to hide anything, and, in fact, I suspect, and my under
standing is that the reports with respect to the Urban Redevelop
ment Authority in the city of Pittsburgh will in fact ultimately 
determine that it is a good authority. The development fimd is 
something that is very helpful to the city of Pittsburgh's finances. 
Madam President, I respectfully ask my colleagues to vote 
against the amendment. 

Thank you very much. 

And the question recurring, 
Will the Senate agree to the amendment? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator ORIE and were 
as follows, viz: 

YEA-48 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Fumo 
Gordner 
Greenleaf 
Hughes 

Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Mowery 
Musto 
O'Pake 

Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 

Tartaglione 
Thompson 
Tomlinson 
Wagner 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-2 

Costa Ferlo 
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A majority ofthe Senators having voted "aye," the question 
was determined in the aflfirmative. 

On the question, 
Will the Senate adopt the resolution, as amended? 

The yeas and nays were required by Senator BRIGHTBILL 
and were as follows, viz: 

YEA-48 

Armstrong 
Boscola 
Brightbill 
Conti 
Corman 
Dent 
Earll 
Erickson 
Fumo 
Gordner 
Greenleaf 
Hughes 

Jubelirer 
Kasunic 
Kitchen 
Kukovich 
LaValle 
Lemmond 
Logan 
Madigan 
Mellow 
Mowery 
Musto 
O'Pake 

Orie 
Piccola 
Pileggi 
Pippy 
Punt 
Rafferty 
Rhoades 
Robbins 
Scamati 
Schwartz 
Stack 
Stout 

Tartaglione 
Thompson 
Tomlinson 
Wagner 
Waugh 
Wenger 
White, Donald 
White, Mary Jo 
Williams, Anthony H. 
Williams, Constance 
Wonderling 
Wozniak 

NAY-2 

Costa Ferlo 

A majority ofthe Senators having voted "aye," the question 
was determined in the affirmative. 

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
William H. Dangro, Mr. and Mrs. Victor Straka and to the com
munity banks of Pennsylvania by Senator Armstrong. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Williams, Mr. and Mrs. Michael Fabik, Mr. and Mrs. 
Victor Singer, Rigaberto Sargeant, Ray Ward, Chris Schneider, 
Fountain Hill Little League, Slate Belt Little League of Mt. 
Bethel, Bethlehem Township Cheering Squad and to the Stroud 
Area Regional Police Commission of East Stroudsburg by Sena
tor Boscola. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Eric M. Corl, 
Joe Wang and to Matthew Peter Mancuso by Senator Conti. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Fredrick A. Bigelow, Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Fry, Berton L. 
Kisner, Jr., and to Edward J. Connor by Senator Corman. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to John G. Yunk, 
Jr., by Senator Costa. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Seth Oster by 
Senator Earll. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Dean Chia, 
Stephen C. Konowal, James H. Baraldi, Jr., Sean A. Hazel and 
to Alan Mikowychok by Senator Erickson. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Pierce Breech, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond W Freezer, Mr. and Mrs. 
Donald Seidel, Mr. and Mrs. Elton Kauffman, Mallory Weisen, 
Sister M. Carmelina Gandolfo, Sarah Novack and to Brynna 
Ditchey by Senator Gordner. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Hagan, Andrew S. Reich, Andrew H. King and to Christo
pher M. Wilson by Senator Greenleaf. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to the Souderton 
Area Senior High School Boys' Water Polo Team by Senators 
Greenleaf and Wonderling. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to J. Kyle Swee
ney, Charles Bundy, Mary Ann Weeks and to the Theta Chapter 
of Chi Eta Phi Sorority, Incorporated, by Senator Hughes. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
David A. Chappelle, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Settle and to Dr. John 
Sheedy by Senator Jubelirer. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to David M. 
Slusarick, American Legion Milton L. Bishop Post 301 of 
Connellsville, St. John the Baptist Roman Catholic Church of 
Perryopolis and to the California University of Pennsylvania 
Women's Basketball Team by Senator Kasunic. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold B. Faust, Aon Corporation of Conshohocken and to the 
PECO Energy Company of Philadelphia by Senator Kitchen. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to the City of 
Latrobe Volunteer Fire Department by Senator Kukovich. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Dr. John H. 
White, B.F. Jones Memorial Library of Aliquippa and to the 
Ellwood City Area Public Library by Senator LaValle. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Kevin 
Pawlaski, Joseph Kemmerer, Ryan J. Keyes and to the Bishop 
O'Reilly Boys' Basketball Team of Kingston by Senator 
Lemmond. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to the Braddock 
Lodge, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, by Senator 
Logan. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Lionel Shadduck, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Leroy Douglass, Mr. 
and Mrs. Melvin L. Michael, Mr. and Mrs. Willard F. Wentzel, 
Sr., Robert Waltz, Jean Waltz and to Alan J. Heisey by Senator 
Madigan. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Natalie Win
ter, Kyle Jacob Herchik and to Mary Ellen Roberts by Senator 
Mellow. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Norman D. Berlin, Richard F. Bowers, Jr., and to Janelle Young 
by Senator Mowery. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Dr. Elmer W 
Heffelfinger and to Kathy Miller by Senator Musto. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Michael J. 
Maggio, Briana A. Rudy, Gregory L. Miller, Knights of Colum
bus Holy Rosary Council 869, Centro Hispano Daniel Torres of 
Reading and Berks County and to the Shillington Lions Club by 
Senator O'Pake. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Norman Welter, Jennifer Stephany, Larry Richert and to Michael 
Krysinski by Senator Orie. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Milton 
Britton, William Box and to the Pennsylvania Certification 
Board by Senator Piccola. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Thomas Galbraith Patton, Jr., Eric Chia-Lin Cheng, Stephen 
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Joseph Finn, Shaunak Kishore, Franklin Holtz, Jay David Myers 
and to Brent Cameron Campbell by Senator Pileggi. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Anna Polinak, 
Dan Eckel, Adam McKnight, Charles Koch, Jeff Ackerman, Amy 
Hutton, Damian Mclntyre, Kaitlyn Orstein, Lindsay Davis, Paul 
Michael Haywiser, Moon Area High School Boys' Basketball 
Team, Chartiers Valley High School Boys' Basketball Team of 
Bridgeville, Mt. Lebanon High School Rifle Team of Pittsburgh, 
Moon Senior High School Gymnastics Team and to the Pitts
burgh Airport Area Chamber of Commerce by Senator Pippy. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Elizabeth 
McElwee, Christopher M. Opresko, Helen Bechtel, Mark Elliott 
Castillo, Wesley R. Schwenk, Retired and Senior Volunteer Pro
gram of Schuylkill County, Cardinal Brennan Junior/Senior High 
School Girls' Basketball Team of Ashland, citizens ofthe Bor
ough of Palo Alto, International Lions Club, District 14-U, and 
to the Marian Catholic High School Girls' Volleyball Team of 
Tamaqua by Senator Rhoades. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Breden Paul 
Frisk, Ethel Bromley, Richard Frederick Straub, Larry Williard, 
James L. Friede, Richard I. Bromley, Sr., Andrew Vana, Frances 
Stamm, Ethel Friede, Ethel Robinson, Shirley Forney, Joan 
Vana, Leah N. Carter, C. J. Tisi and to Sean Andrew Kelly by 
Senator Robbins. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ron Orris, 
Stephanie Kudrick, University of Pittsburgh at Bradford and to 
Glendom of Bradford by Senator Scamati. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Juliet Sawyer 
by Senator Schwartz. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Alan 
Cissorsky, Holmesburg Baptist Church of Philadelphia and to St. 
Christopher's Senior Citizen Club by Senator Stack. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ray Ezra Davis and to the Monessen Senior High School Girls' 
Basketball Team by Senator Stout. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Thomas 
Bartol, Christine Waring, Justin Frank, Michael O'Neill, Paul 
Taylor, Sean Ferhle, Michael Tait, Walter Brennan, Michael 
Dinezza, Steven Hunter and to William James by Senator 
Tartaglione. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Ashok 
Bhaskar, Katherine Elizabeth Childers, Alex Luedtke and to 
Louis Lu by Senator Thompson. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Dr. William 
Milheim, Dr. Jean Labriola Scholz, Phillip Cotter, Andrew L. 
Warren and to Lloyd Roach by Senators Thompson and Rafferty. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Anthony 
Falconio, Jr., by Senator Tomlinson. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Sara McCarty, 
Jennifer Vincent, Caitlin Fralic, Lisa Carter and to the York 
County Builders Association by Senator Waugh. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Al Myers by 
Senator Waugh and others. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Eugene W. 
Bezler and to Marc Brown by Senator Wenger. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Samuel Titus and to Jeremy W. Feldbusch by Senator D. White. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to United Cere
bral Palsy of Western PA, Inc., (UCP) by Senator D. White and 
others. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
Don Nicewonger, Mary Rose Mcllvain Ogin, Honorable Guy A. 
Travaglio, Jr., David Andrew Ferguson, Nathan McClaine, Abi
gail A. Reed, Amy Beth Hepler and to Tiemey Therese Weaver 
by Senator M.J. White. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Gina Keams 
by Senator A.H. Williams. 

Congratulations ofthe Senate were extended to Fredrick W. 
Lukens, Dr. Joan M. Grzybowski, Beth Ann Tinari, Timothy 
Flores, Sean Kavanaugh and to Upper Merion Township by Sen
ator C. Williams. 

Congratulations of the Senate were extended to Mark A. 
Bender, Thomas A. Summerson, Robert Samuel Kennelley, St. 
Patrick's Church of Johnstown and to the citizens of Cambria 
County by Senator Wozniak. 

CONDOLENCE RESOLUTIONS 

The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the following resolu
tions, which were read, considered, and adopted by voice vote: 

Condolences ofthe Senate were extended to the family ofthe 
late George J. Elias, to the family of the late Danny Elias 
Khalouf, to the family ofthe late Joseph B. Nimeh and to the 
family ofthe late Joseph Azar by Senators Dent and Boscola. 

Condolences ofthe Senate were extended to the family ofthe 
late Eleanor Nowack-Pazzula by Senator Orie. 

Condolences ofthe Senate were extended to the family ofthe 
late James W. McAuley by Senator Rhoades. 

PETITIONS AND REMONSTRANCES 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lackawanna, Senator Mellow. 

Senator MELLOW. Madam President, first, I should have 
mentioned Elizabeth Lauren Orazi who, as part of our staff, did 
a tremendous amount of work on this stimulus package, and she 
left just a few weeks ago to take another job within State govern
ment. Also, we have a letter that was given to us by Mr. Thomas 
White, who is the Region I director for the Selective Civil Ser
vice System on Senate Bill No. 305, and I would like to have this 
entered into the record. 

The PRESIDENT. Without objection, it will be entered into 
the record. 

(The following letter was made apart ofthe record at the 
request ofthe gentleman from Lackawanna, Senator MELLOW:) 

Selective Service System 

March 29, 2004 

The Honorable Robert J. Mellow 
Pennsylvania State Senator 
Senate Box 203022 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3022 

Dear Senator Mellow: 
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Allow me to introduce myself, my name is Tom White. I am the 
Region director for the Selective Service System Region I, which serves 
the State of Pennsylvania. It has come to my attention that you were 
proposing a change to Senate Bill 305 that would require the Depart
ment of Transportation to send out a notice to people informing them 
their information was forwarded to the Selective Service System. 

It appears as if you have the same concern we share here at Selec
tive Service. That concern being, no one falls through the cracks and is 
denied important financial or potential employment benefits in the fu
ture due to of not having registered with Selective Service as required 
by law. 

While we share your concern and appreciate your input, let me 
explain the mechanics of why your proposed amendment is not neces
sary. The beauty of this legislation is the same information will be 
shared with Selective Service no less than three times. Once, when the 
individual turns 18 years old, again when they apply for a drivers li
cense renewal at age 20, and again for license renewal at age 24. If by 
some off chance, the information for an individual was not obtained 
during the first submission, that person would be picked up on the next 
transfer of his information. Once Selective Service obtains the informa
tion, we send out a registration acknowledgment card within 30 days. 
This card serves as verification to the young man he has registered, and 
allows him to make changes to any ofthe information contained on the 
card, as needed. We have also instituted a policy at the Selective Service 
System to correct the situation if by chance a person somehow was 
unintentionally missed. If they were of age at the time their state has 
legislation, such as Senate Bill 305 in place, they will be deemed as 
having been registered on the first available date they should have 
picked up by the system. No loss of benefits or criminal prosecution will 
take place. 

The same type of legislation is currently in place in 32 different 
states. To date, I am pleased to say the transfer of data between the 
participating states and Selective Service has been working smoothly 
and effectively. Once this bill has been passed, we have already pledged 
to PENNDOT Deputy Secretary Betty Serian, we will be working 
closely with the Department of Transportation personnel on providing 
important information such as posters, brochures and information to be 
included in the Pennsylvania Driver's Licensing Manual. In that mate
rial, we would be glad to incorporate your concerns and provide infor
mation on how one can check their registration status with us. Again, 
this legislation is only meant to augment the other ways by which some
one who must register can do so easily and efficiently. It will not replace 
other methods. 

Hopefully this addresses your concerns. As you can see there is no 
reason to place the extra burden or cost on the Department of Transpor
tation for sending out a separate notice to an individual that their infor
mation was submitted to the Selective Service System. I applaud you on 
your concerns and want to thank you for taking the time to become 
aware ofthe issues, importance, and benefits of this legislation. If you 
have any further questions, I can be reached at (847) 688-7985. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas G. White 
Region I Director 

B I L L S S I G N E D 

The PRESIDENT (Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker 
Knoll) in the presence ofthe Senate signed the following bills: 

SB 10, SB 1026, H B 506 and H B 1206. 

A D J O U R N M E N T 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Lebanon, Senator Brightbill. 

Senator BRIGHTBILL. Madam President, I move that the 
Senate do now adjourn until April 13, 2004, at 1 p.m., Eastern 
Daylight Saving Time. 

The motion was agreed to by voice vote. 
The Senate adjourned at 10:30 p.m., Eastern Standard Time. 


